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John Sloan kept a diary regularly from January 1906 through June 1912. After a lapse of six months, 

Sloan returned to keeping a diary from January through March 1913 before abandoning the practice. He did 

not return to diary keeping until 1944, just before his marriage to Helen Farr Sloan. He kept writing entries, 

with her encouragement, for the rest of his life. Sloan’s diaries were first transcribed and annotated by Helen 

Farr Sloan during the artist’s lifetime.  

Most of the footnotes in the late diaries were written directly by Helen Farr Sloan and give her 

perspective on their years together. Other explanatory notes were added later by scholars to provide context 

by identifying people, places, and works of art mentioned in the diaries. The diaries were transcribed into 

digital files and edited by Rowland Elzea and Laural Weintraub. This digital version was circulated to various 

scholars between 2003 and 2016. Scholars’ interest encouraged museum staff to complete the editorial 

project and make the diaries available, in a searchable format, online. In 2016–18, with help from Rachael 

DiEleuterio and Deborah Krieger, Heather Campbell Coyle reviewed the transcriptions, answered 

outstanding queries, and refined the footnotes to produce this version.  

Sloan’s punctuation in the diaries was erratic and has been corrected when necessary for clarity. He 

often made unnecessary paragraph breaks, and these have been omitted. As a rule Sloan’s spelling was 

excellent, but he often recorded names as he heard them or as he thought they were spelled, such as 

“Anschutz” for “Anshutz” and “Fitzgerald” for “FitzGerald.” His spelling of frequently occurring names has 

been corrected. Spellings of less frequently occurring ones have been corrected in footnotes. Whenever 

possible, individuals and works of art mentioned in the diaries are identified in footnotes at their first 

appearance. Editorial insertions are in brackets.  

Entries and commentary by Helen are in Arial type. 

Commentary by assorted previous scholars is in Georgia type. 

All other footnotes are by Deborah Krieger.  



3 
 

John Sloan Diary, 1944 

January 1, 1944 Mrs Dietrich1 & Dorothy Stewart2 at home 4-6 PM 519 Canon Rd (Didnt go) 

After about 5 hrs sleep up and breakfasted 12.30. Feeling somewhat faded today. Lot of 

mail from N.Y. long letter from H. Farr. 

 

January 2, 1944 Letter from Bard3 of Chelsea Hotel tells they cashed check for “Alison Dava”4 

of Santa Fe 25.00 no funds in First Nat Santa Fe. 

Home all day cold clear snow remains as is. 

 

Jan 3, 1944 Phoned Wood Davis nothing done on leak of hydrant at 314 - found that Tony had 

dug it out but couldnt turn off water.5 Phoned Wood Davis to come up. My car skidded into 

Santa Fe creek so there is a job for Closson. Letter from Rita Staab today. They may come back 

to Santa Fe. 

 
1 Margretta Dietrich (1881-1961) suffragette, activist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margretta_Dietrich)  

2 Dorothy Stewart (1891-1955) Santa Fe painter, printmaker, sister of Margretta Dietrich 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_Stewart)  

3 David Bard, manager of the Chelsea Hotel, New York, where Sloan lived from 1935 until his death. 

4 Unknown as to which painting (?) Sloan is referring to. 

5 314 Garcia Street was the Sloans’ first home in Santa Fe. It was a rental property at this point. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margretta_Dietrich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_Stewart
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Shuster dropped in 5 oc PM stayed to supper with me. Then we visited Joe D. Reed6 and 

Ann. Staid looking at his work till 12.30 then to Shusters where he & I sat up until after 2 AM. 

 

January 4, 1944 Wrote Ruth Martin7 asking her to pick up some Bronze powder in N.Y. 

Heard on Radio Don Shuster had been promoted to Captain. Called up Helen S went over 

to see her. 

 

No entry for January 5. 

 

January 6, 1944 In the evening I walked up Canon to Davis’s to dine and company afterward. 

John McManus Warden of the N.M. Penitentiary was there, he knew Dolly quite Well.  

There are prices I wont pay for miserable years. 

Shuster & I took him back to town and at his residence in the Prison we sat up with talk 

and drinks until 5 AM. Heavy snow, added to what we have makes driving car difficult. 

 

 
6 Joe Reed (1916-1963) self-taught New Mexico artist 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Joe_Reed/111904/Joe_Reed.aspx) 

7 Sloan painted her in 1950 (http://artsalesindex.artinfo.com/auctions/John-Sloan-4100278/Ruth-Martin-
(Navajo-Necklace)-1950)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Joe_Reed/111904/Joe_Reed.aspx
http://artsalesindex.artinfo.com/auctions/John-Sloan-4100278/Ruth-Martin-(Navajo-Necklace)-1950)
http://artsalesindex.artinfo.com/auctions/John-Sloan-4100278/Ruth-Martin-(Navajo-Necklace)-1950)
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January 7, 1944 Kept to bed during most of day. Shuster came in 4.30 PM. He has had very 

little rest. Children to take to school and call for them. He is using my car as his is in the shop. 

Wyatt Davis8 has been called hes 37 yrs. This is upsetting news to them as we had been 

told that “pre war fathers” were to be held out until the last draft. 

 

January 8, 1944 The twelve inch snow fall remains and the temp remains cold no thaw. 

 

January 9, 1944 Bakos9 dropped in, in AM. 

Dr. Reginald Fisher10 of the Museum of N.M. met with Shuster & me at Shusters to talk 

over our plan to revive the S.F. Painters & Sculptors. He is enthusiastic and says we can have 

meeting room in Basement. Were to meet him there tomorrow. Beautiful day snow spread. I 

walked to Shus’s and back. 

 

January 10, 1944 With Shus to Art Museum. Saw the place in Basement with Dr Fisher very 

suitable for sketch class and meetings. 

 
8 Wyatt Davis was the brother of artist Stuart Davis, son of Edward Wyatt Davis, whom Sloan 
knew from the Press, and the first husband of Helen. 

9 Jozef Bakos (1891-1977) Polish-American landscape painter based in Santa Fe 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jozef_Bakos) 

10 Reginald Fisher (1907-?) served as the director of the New Mexico Museum of Fine Arts and the El 
Paso Museum of Art (https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/kleqt)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jozef_Bakos
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/kleqt
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Shus came back with me to lunch. Then we went and got postcards & Hectograph 

materials and sent out 23 notices of meeting for Thursday. Supper with Shus. I am getting sore 

throat symptoms. 

Drove my car home. Snow on S. Garcia is tough going but I made it. Passed one deserted 

car in road. 

 

January 11, 1944 Stayed in Bed all day with cold no temp. just throat. 

Difficulty sleeping at night after such inactive day. 

 

January 12, 1944 In bed all day again throat is improving. 

Mariam Davis11 came in to see me. 

Later Shuster came used my car to push Mariams out of snow. 

A very bad nights unrest. 

 

January 13, 1944 Feeling better today but stayed in bed. Shuster came to see me at 11 Am. He 

has his car back from repair shop. I had to miss meeting to Reorganize Santa Fe Painters & 

Sculptors. 

 
11 Miriam Davis (spelling according to John Loughery) was Wyatt Davis’ second wife. They lived 
in Santa Fe. 
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January 14, 1944 Shuster reported meeting of S.F.P&S a dozen attended another meeting 

decided on for Tues P.M. next. Some enthusiasm for the project. 

Stayed in bed all day. Snow still covers the landscape. 

Wrote to Nan. 

[Wrote to] Pete Farr12 about monochromes she sent me to look at.   

Wyatt D. and Mariam called in P.M. 

 

January 15, 1944 Mrs Wilson called Dr Travers, who is in bed himself with “flu”. Reported me 

better still in bed by his orders. 

Will Shuster came in 2 PM said he had seen Dr Foster on acc heart speed. Low blood 

pressure the verdict, off stimulants. 

 

January 16, 1944 In bed most of day. Lack of exercise on acc of Snow & cold outside. 

Wrote Com Ex Bank asking for dup statement Ap to May/43. 

 

 
12 Nickname for Helen Farr Sloan 
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January 17, 1944 Sent by Mail to Kraushaars my signed entries for painting (Nude & Nine 

Apples13) and 1 print for Foreign Ex. of Artists for Victory. 

Out in car to town first time for a week. A few symptoms of lack of Bile flow are 

worrying me. 

Weather milder snow is melting some. 

Stopped in to 314 Garcia to see what done about roof leaks and water pipes frozen. 

Plumber removed insulating material from bath tub pipes. Am told by his friend that Mrs 

Atwater has returned from Calif. 

  

January 18, 1944 I am to see Dr Travers at 3.30. 

Souvenir Sores on my legs are doing well. 

8 P.M. Santa Fe Painters & Sculp. Meet at Museum. 

The meeting was good - few came elected directors & officers. I am designated as 

president. Bakos vice pres Shuster treasurer Morang14 secretary. 

 

 
13 Nude and Nine Apples (Whitney Museum), Elzea 1062 

14 Alfred Morang (1901-1958) painter, Santa Fe Modernist 
(http://peytonwright.com/modern/artists/alfred-gwynne-morang/) 

http://peytonwright.com/modern/artists/alfred-gwynne-morang/
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January 19, 1944 Shuster and I rode round town looking for repair links for chains of my car, 

finally found them at Ford Co. Stopped to baked beans for dinner at Shusters and he and I passed 

a pleasant evening chinning. Selma is not well frail looking. 

 

January 20, 1944 Joe Bakos’ came in AM and we went out to Sinagua” in my car (with Chains). 

We got there but the last 1/2 mile was a great struggle snow packed road and high centers. 

Everything seemed to be undisturbed out there. 

Painted a while in P.M. - the most difficult work possible is painting! 

 

January 21, 1944 Wrote Collector Int Rev NYC in re correction of 42 Statement 

Artists League of Am. 

Paid Dues 44 400 

Art Young Fund 100 = 5.00 

Sent 1.00 Presidents Infantile Paralysis Fund 

“ 3.00 Artists Comm. President Brthday 

Henry Schnakenberg15 in Re Whitney Museum 

A--- Scott16 Univ of Wisconsin 

 
15 Henry Schnakenberg (1892-1970), realist painter (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/henry-schnakenberg-
4308)  

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/henry-schnakenberg-4308
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/henry-schnakenberg-4308


10 
 

 

January 22, 1944 Invites to Joe Reads for 8.30 P.M. 

A pleasant evening at Reeds Shuster & Selma, Wyatt Davis and Mariam. Numbers of 

long drinks. Shusters left at 12 oclock. The rest of us until 3 AM. 

 

January 23, 1944 Feel fine today last nights proceedings seemed to be just what I needed. My 

digestion is much improved. 

 

January 24, 1944 Shuster dropped in and at his instigation we moved furniture and set up a 

studio for me in the N. end of the largest room in Miss Whites guest house where I am still (after 

8 months) a resident. I feel under great obligations and am very thankful to this dear lady. Her 

kindness has contributed to my surviving the perils of sickness during the past year. 

Letter from Helen Farr says she’s coming out here to talk about Gist of Art and Sam 

Golden17‘s plans! Why? I answered her proposition last week. 

H.F. has plans I suppose! 

 

January 25, 1944 Fresh layer of 2” of snow this morning. Its pretty to look at BUT! 

 
16 Unknown. 

17 Sam Golden (1915-1997) printmaker and paints manufacturer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sam_Golden)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sam_Golden
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Wyatt Davis inducted into Army U.S. today. Mariam is worried of course. 

Cliff McCarthy back from Burmah called. 

Meeting at Museum Santa Fe Painters & Sculptors. Good attendance in spite of snow. 

Shuster and I went to Geo King18‘s “dive” after 10.30. Met Joe Reed and Ann - drank 

beer till nearly 3 AM. A great real Southwest crowd dancing. Full of “characters” male and 

female. 

 

January 26, 1944 Good letter of advice from sister Marianna thinks I should pull all my stuff 

out of New York and live in Santa Fe and Sell “SinAgua”! 

Clifford McCarthy called again today a pretty blond Russian girl and his ex wife. He was 

a gunner in Burmah with Chenaults fliers. “No longer in the Service. He only a few days ago 

heard of Dolly Sloan’s death. We wept over her, kind of broke me down. 

 

January 27, 1944 Tea at Gus. Baumanns19 to meet Mr & Mrs Kenneth McGowan20 of 

Holywood Cal. 

To supper with Shusters. 

 
18 Possibly George Homer King (1901-1957) (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30899947)  

19 Gustave Baumann (1881-1971) German-American woodblock printer 
(http://www.imamuseum.org/exhibitions/baumann-craftsman-artist) 

20 Possibly the producer Kenneth Macgowan (1888-1963) (http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0532284/)  

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30899947
http://www.imamuseum.org/exhibitions/baumann-craftsman-artist
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0532284/
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January 28, 1944 Shuster and I to Art Museum to appointment with Dr Edgar Hewett,21 who 

disappointed us. 

Shuster came “home” with me to lunch. 

In the evening after supper Shuster came and we went up to Wyatt Davis’s. They are 

under the cloud of his having to go to Army Camp soon. 

Helen Farr is en route to Santa Fe! 

She has a sort of courage, but I wish she hadnt decided to come. 

 

January 29, 1944 Shusters Daviss and I did the town in place of Bill Wrights22 party ending up 

the night at 6.30 AM at my place. 

 

January 30, 1944 In bed most of day. 

Helen Farr arrives in P.M. stayed to dinner at 6 PM then went to the Eckerts23. Shuster 

stopped by from the ski slide in the mountains. 

 
21 Edgar Lee Hewett (1965-1946) was an anthropologist, archeologist and founder of the New Mexico 
Museum (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Lee_Hewett)  

22 Can’t find information about him. 

23 Mrs. Charles Eckert was involved in the library community of Santa Fe 
(https://nmla.org/docs/newsletters/NMLA_1942_January.pdf). Sloan refers to Charles Eckert as a cashier 
at the first National Bank of Santa Fe on July 20, 1945. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Lee_Hewett
https://nmla.org/docs/newsletters/NMLA_1942_January.pdf
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January 31, 1944 Miss Farr came in and we talked over Goldens proposition in re Gist of Art24. 

 

February, 1, 1944 H. Farr came in to talk further.  

In evening to sketch class at museum. S.F. Painters & Sculptors at Art Museum. 10 

attended a good start. 

Afterward to Geo. Kings - hell hole – 

 

February 2, 1944 H Farr in PM 

Terribly muddy roads. I drove up to the Ewings25 in evening for dinner nice quiet time. 

 

February 3, 1944 Helen Farr came to lunch and stayed the afternoon. 

To Wyatt Davis’s in evening. 

Muddy driving snow melting.  

Took drawings by Stuart Davis26 to Mariam and got her receipt for H.Farr. 

 
24 According to Loughery, Helen came to Santa Fe under the pretense of asking Sloan to allow 
Samuel Golden to reissue Gist of Art (p. 348). This was likely the proposition. 

25 Louis Ewing (1908-1983) was an artist with the WPA and also produced silkscreen prints and 
landscape paintings of New Mexico 
(https://www.annexgalleries.com/artists/biography/2786/Ewing/Louie)  

https://www.annexgalleries.com/artists/biography/2786/Ewing/Louie


14 
 

 

February 4, 1944 Helen Farr and I did a lot of considering - to marry or not. I took her home at 

10.30 came back and thought it over. Decided if we didnt marry Id be a fool. Felt happy at my 

decision. 

 

February 5, 1944 Helen and I married today 

Called for her at Mrs Eckerts then to the County Clerk for License then to Robinson J.P. 

for marriage. 

Miss Whites to Dinner with Shusters. At 3.30 AM Helen Sloan started back to N.Y. 

 

No entry for February 6. 

 

February 7, 1944 Wrote Helen in the evening. 

 

February 8, 1944 Joe Bakos and I in my car Joe driving fought our way over bad & snow 

covered roads to “Sinagua” and to his ranch house. Both places were O.K. 

 
26 Stuart Davis (1892-1964) was an American modernist painter, son of Edward Wyatt Davis, and brother 
of Wyatt Davis (Helen Farr’s first husband). (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuart_Davis_(painter))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuart_Davis_(painter))
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To Dr Travers in P.M. he says I must wear a belly support on acc of rupture of old scar 

tissue from former operation. 

8 P.M. Sketching at P & Sculps room basement of Art Museum 20 hard working artists. 

Wrote Helen in the evening. 

 

February 9, 1944 Wrote Hall of Art for correct name of picture for which they sent me 75.00 

today (“Sail High Tide”27) 

Wrote Don Freeman in the Army Camp Gruber, Okla. 

Wrote Helen in the evening. 

 

February 10, 1944 A very lovely letter from Helen in Chicago. Im a fortunate fellow old fellow. 

She reaches N.Y today and will find 3 letters from me. 

With Fred Long (Miss Whites man) to 314 Garcia where we made 2 frames, 1 for me. 

Mrs Wilson out for the PM. 

Wrote Helen in the evening. 

 

February 11, 1944 I was supposed  

 
27 High Tide, Gloucester (Fort Worth Art Museum), Elzea 297 



16 
 

To go to W.M. Wrights evening but phoned early I couldnt come. 

Wrote Bard of the Chelsea 

Wrote Suzanne LaFollette28 

 

February 12, 1944 No letter from Helen today. Shes been in N.Y. since Thurs. Busy at the 

school I suppose. 

Walked to PO and rode back with Joe Reed. 

To call on Miss White 5 PM stayed 1 hr. general talk told her I would be going back in 

April. 

 

February 13, 1944 Very quiet day.  

Walked to P.O. and back. 

Wrote Helen in N.Y. 

 

February 14, 1944 2 Letters Air Mail from Helen. She had been to Chelsea Hotel and Harry 

Weinberger29 on matter of Wills.30 

 
28 Suzanne LaFollette (1893-1983), libertarian feminist and anticommunist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suzanne_La_Follette) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suzanne_La_Follette
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Walked to P.O. and back. 

Wrote Helen Airmail 

“ to Hamlins “ 

 

February 15, 1944 Letter from F Buckholz31 S.I.A. (?sp) congratulations considering Ind. Ex 

this year at Fine Arts Gall. No rent just light etc seems good. 

Sketch class in eve. Two young men from Colliers Weekly came in to photo for a story 

Art goes West. 

Gunther32 & Jack Frost33 

To Geo Kings Canteen afterward for more photos good time beer “on the house” 

 

 
29 Harry Weinberger (1888-1944) was a civil liberties and copyright law attorney. He represented the 
defendants in Abrams v. United States (1919) (http://todayinclh.com/?event=harry-weinberger-dies-
major-civil-liberties-lawyer-in-ww-i) (http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w68c9z5b)  

30 I waived my “widows rights” to the estate accepting only the etchings and 10 paintings which 
were not to be City Pictures. The rest of his work as re Will of summer 1943, was to go to an 
institution - Museum of N.M.. Later, we changed this instrument, and on our demise, the Ac. of 
Arts & Letters was to be beneficiary. 

31 Frederick Buchholz (1901-1983) painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist_keywords/Frederick_Heppner_Buchholz/124457/Frederick_Heppner_Buch
holz.aspx) 

32 Possibly John Gunther (1901-1970), journalist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Gunther)  

33 Unsure who this is. 

http://todayinclh.com/?event=harry-weinberger-dies-major-civil-liberties-lawyer-in-ww-i
http://todayinclh.com/?event=harry-weinberger-dies-major-civil-liberties-lawyer-in-ww-i
http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w68c9z5b
http://www.askart.com/artist_keywords/Frederick_Heppner_Buchholz/124457/Frederick_Heppner_Buchholz.aspx
http://www.askart.com/artist_keywords/Frederick_Heppner_Buchholz/124457/Frederick_Heppner_Buchholz.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Gunther
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February 16, 1944 Posed with Sp. Model for the two “Collier” men Jack Frost + = Gunther the 

photog 

Loaned them “Crossways Santa Fe”34 to photograph  

“Prehistoric “ “ 

 

February 17, 1944 Two letters from Helen written Mon. Wrote Ruth Martin notice of Wedding. 

Left order for Reservation on Cal Limited for Tuesday Mch 2nd or 9th Chic. Thurs to 

N.Y.C. (5.30 PM Chic) 

Stopped in to see Joe Reed 

Leave Car at Garage 5 PM for overhaul 

 

February 18, 1944 Saw Miss Levi Hughes35 in town she approves my wedding. Went into 

LaFonda saw Jack Frost the writer doing story on Art in Santa Fe. They are not through with my 

2 paintings yet. I can have em later in the day. 

But my car is still in shop and wont be out for day or 2 

If they skip out of town with the pictures Ill be stuck! Hope not but Im worried 
 

34 Crossways, Santa Fe (Thomas Folk) Elzea 1095 

35 Dorothy Belle Hughes (1904-1993) married Levi Allen Hughes (d. 1975), a son of Christine and Levi 
Hughes, Sr., in 1932; she published over a dozen crime novels between 1940 and the early 1960s, and 
also wrote poetry under the name of Dorothy Belle Flanagan. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_B._Hughes)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_B._Hughes
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AT&SF has reservation for me Mch 7th 

Wrote Mae Larsen Chicago36 

Wrote Helen in AM 

Wrote [Helen] evening to mail tomorrow 

10 PM 

Called LaFonda and talked to Jack Frost the writer of an article. Says he’ll send my 

paintings in the morning. 

 

February 19, 1944 Hullenkramer37 brought the 2 paintings from Frost. Shus Hullenk. Bakos and 

I had Miss Hollingsworth38 to pose at Museum & PM. Painted [Hollingsworth] in PM 

 

February 20, 1944 In PM at Museum painting as before 

Rita Staab39 & Norbert S. in PM 8.30 

Mrs W. out 

 
 

36 Mae Sibyl Larsen (1894-1953) painter, student of Sloan (http://www.illinoisart.org/mae-sybil-larsen) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Mae_Sybil_Larsen/114759/Mae_Sybil_Larsen.aspx) 

37 Odon Hullenkramer (1888-1978), painter (http://www.taosfineart.com/paintings_new_collector.htm) 

38 Can’t find info about her. 

39 [Staab] - who had been his trained nurse during operation 1943 

http://www.illinoisart.org/mae-sybil-larsen
http://www.askart.com/artist/Mae_Sybil_Larsen/114759/Mae_Sybil_Larsen.aspx
http://www.taosfineart.com/paintings_new_collector.htm
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February 21, 1944 8 PM Directors Meeting A Morangs studio 

Wrote to Helen in evening 

 

February 22, 1944 Letter from Helen. Busy on her Rehabilitation Series of Crafts & Arts 

Books. 

Evening at Sketch Class getting big! more than 30. Dr Fisher asked coop. of SFP&S in 

Red Cross drive next week. 

Jack Frost & Mr Gunther (Collier story) came in to say goodbye to Santa Fe 

Frost read over his mss to me at Restaurant. Up with them till 12 midnt. 

Writing to Helen tonight 

 

February 23, 1944 Mail letter to Helen. 

Mailed Income Tax yesterday (No I’ll mail it today!) 

Telegraphed Helen arrive Palmer House Mch 9. Pochapin can find me there 

Wrote for Reservation 2 or 3 days a Palmer House Mch 9 -- 

Wrote Helen PM 
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Shus & I planning display for Red Cross drive! We will have to get help. Dr Fisher of the 

Museum thro whom we have quarters for the Santa Fe Painters & Sculptors has ask us to 

undertake the job. 

Called on Miss White 5 PM presented her with “Medieval American Art”. She liked it. 

(Pal Kelaman?sp)40 Weyhe sent it fr. NY 22.50 bill. 

 

February 24, 1944 Last Eve Miss White said shed like to buy my old portrait “Dolly with black 

Tie”.41 Shes to pay 700.00. Im to have it framed in N.Y. and have Lowy return it to her with 

Spring Flowers which she is going to send him for stretching & backing. 

Pochapin (Hall of Art) is to see me in Chicago some plan to have Sears Roebuck handle 

paintings!42 

 

February 25, 1944 Working all day on Signs & Emblems for the Red Cross drive front of 

Governors Palace 

*Letter from H Weinberger proposes that instead of selling Copyright Gist of Art” to S. 

Golden that I ask 1200. for Royalty Rights. (Think this a good idea and so wrote in Ans at foot of 

his letter which I returned Feb 27) 
 

40 Pál Kelemen (1894-1993) Hungarian archeologist and art historian 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%A1l_Kelemen)  

41 Dolly with a Black Bow (Whitney Museum), Elzea 149 

42 1963-Vincent Price, movie actor & collector - directs a program of 20 galleries in Sears 
Roebuck Stores 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%A1l_Kelemen
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Dinner at Bakos’s 

Nice party Shusters Rohlands43 Penningtons44 Mrs C.Wright45. Mrs P. born Penfold, 

stately lady. 

 

February 26, 1944 Shus. Bakos, and I to work painting from model at Museum 

Mrs Potter46 cute little lady from Tennessee gives herself farewell party at LaFonda. Joe 

& Teresa Bakos’ stop for me a big party many “Well to Do” anti Roosevelt 

 

February 27, 1944 Lunch at Dr Browns 12M and a pleasant afternoon of conversation. Wrote 

H. Weinberger agreement with his idea that I sell S. Goldn Royalty rights not Copyright Gist of 

Art. 

Wrote Kraushaar to raise all City Life paintings 50% 

Wrote sister Marianna 

Dinner 7 PM Miss Whites 

 

 
43 Paul Rohland (1884-1949), artist (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/paul-rohland-4101) 

44 Unsure of who this is. 

45 Unsure of who this is. 

46 Unsure of who this is. 

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/paul-rohland-4101
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February 28, 1944 Note from Pach asks me to show in group at Brandt Gallery47. Wrote Helen 

to phone him, yes. 

Afternoon expect Miss Roburg48 & Miss Alexander49 both of the sketch class. 

Evening paint at Museum. 

 

February 29, 1944 Working a little on the Palace Red Cross Display in AM 

Brought Shuster home with me to lunch. Entertained in a sort of instructive way Miss 

Roberg and Mrs Campbell50 I think thats t 2nd name at tea 

After dinner at 7.00 to the Museum and worked with Shus. and Bakos from our model 

Mrs Hollingsworth nee Zufall. Painted till 10 oclock then to Geo Kings Canteen 2 bottles of Beer 

and a bit of a brawl with a couple of young men from what they call “little Texas”. I got a poke 

in the jaw out of it and the cops took em away. Home at 12.30 a really good human evening my 

neck is a bit stiff. 

 

 
47 Mortimer Brandt Gallery was located at 15 East 57th St 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1993/09/09/obituaries/mortimer-brandt-art-dealer-88.html)  

48 Unknown. 

49 Unknown. 

50 Unknown. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1993/09/09/obituaries/mortimer-brandt-art-dealer-88.html
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March 1, 1944 Last night we noted that patriotic vandals had already damaged, severely, the 

enemy emblems on which we intended to keep score by destroying as Red Cross Funds came in! 

So there we just over estimated the local (maybe national intelligence! 

Wrote letter to Helen last night & today (1) 

Wrote Don Freeman Camp Gruber Okla  

Dr Gravers 3.30 PM 

 

March 2, 1944 Walked down to P.O. no letters from Helen 

Worked on my “nude in Tewaland”51 which Im painting at Museum brought home to 

tinker with 

In evening painted at Museum with Shus and Bakos fumbled round 

Picked up 2 letters from Helen in PO Box Came home and read them Sweet girl dear 

letters. We are to have the old 1024 living apt. at Chelsea! Good! 

 

March 3, 1944 Mailed letter to Helen AM 

Working on arranging things for storing and travel 

Nice letter from Helen 

 
51 Unsure of what painting this is. 
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Painted with Shus & Bako’s at Museum “Pistol packin’ mama” nude 

 

March 4, 1944 Wrote Miss White thanking her for her kindness & hospitality 

Trouble with plumbing at 314 Garcia in the little caretakers house. 

Shus Bakos and I disappointed by model came to Chez moi and presented a bottle of 

“Habanera”. We had a pleasant evening of reminiscences. They have been in Santa Fe 

continuously for 14 years I only 4 or 5 months the year and so to Bed 

 

March 5, 1944 Get Joe Bakos at 7.30 

Model at 2.30 P.M. Painted 

 

March 6, 1944 Up right early 7.30 Started to pack. Wood Davis Mr Starkey agrees to lay sewer 

connection at 316 for 300.00 180 x 20 ft pipe studio 

Mike & Tony and Truck 21 loads to 314 to Storage in Studio 

First Nat ck 4.15 F Long 

First Nat 30.00 Hort Wilson 

Wrote Helen PM (mail in morning) 
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March 7, 1944 Call Wood Davis 1 PM 

[Call] Closson AM (Store Car) 

See Dr Travers PM 

Put this memo in trunk 

Take Trunk to baggage Rm. Mike 5 PM 

Then to Bako’s for supper take hand bags along 

Leave for Chicago Helen and N.Y 

 

March 8, 1944 En Route to Chicago 

 

Mar 9, 1944 Due to meet Helen in Chicago! 

Met her and we are both happy at Palmer House Room 14. But we are not well fed no 

meals quite right for me. 

 

March 10, 1944 Met Mr Price and --- of Sears Roebuck Co to talk of Hall of Art matters. No 

conclusions. 

 

March 13, 1944 Wrote to below postcard declining 
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Phone Inst during day in re Special Dinner Meeting Nat Inst Arts & Letters 

Knickerbocker Club 2 E. 62nd 7. o’clock PM 

 

March 14, 1944 Left for New York had hardly one proper meal in Chicago but we spent a happy 

little Honeymoon anyway. Im surely a happy and lucky fellow. 

 

March 15, 1944 Arrived N.Y. at the Chelsea and find that our living quarters below the studio 

1024 are not yet vacated for us. 

 

March 16, 1944 Dont forget “Dolly in Black Bow” to be framed and sent to Lowy 

Have not yet looked after the above matter 

Still waiting for 1024 living rooms 

 

March 17, 1944 Waiting and hoping for 1024 to be ready 

 

No entry for March 18. 
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March 19, 1944 To visit my new inlaws” Farrs. I liked them and hope they liked me a pleasant 

evening. 

 

No entries for March 20-23. 

 

March 24, 1944 At last we are installed with a lot of adjustment and cleaning up to do in my old 

living rooms Studio above #1024 and I feel at home again after 10 months mostly suffering. 

Helen is busy and happy she will soon get me meals I can eat. Ive been having bad symptoms of 

bilious condition which we hope to clear up. 

 

March 25, 1944 W. Pach selected with me paintings for Brandt Gallery showing in April 10-

29th52 I think 

 

No entry for March 26. 

 

March 27, 1944 Pach AL4-1188 

Called Pach in re Brandt Gallery Ex 

 
52 See Elzea volume 2, p. 479. 
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Called Hayes Storage am told that Tom Hayes53 died last Sept! a kind friend gone - and 

still Im happy in new life 

 

March 28, 1944 Selecting etchings etc for Brandt Gal Ex. Max Pochapin called on phone in 

P.M. Says he will be in to see me Thurs. 

 

No entry for March 29. 

 

March 30, 1944 First 1/2 Estimate US Tax 498.99 paid Mch 27/44 

P.M. Pochapin is to call on me. Talk of Hall of Art matters. I asked for more careful 

judging of the work at least part of it. 

 

No entry for March 31. 

 

April 1, 1944 Working Helen & I with the houseman dusty job hard on throat 

Everything cleaned in studio 

 
53 Unknown. 
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Howard A Patterson54 and wife called in P.M. We spoke of old days in Santa Fe. She is 

jolly white hair 

 

No entry for April 2. 

 

April 3, 1944 Bronchial cold 

 

April 4, 1944 Severe Bronch cold keeps me in bed 

 

April 5, 1944 In bed with cold 

 

April 6, 1944 In bed with cold 

 

April 7, 1944 Hayes - pictures for Brandt55 collected by Hayes56 

6:00 - Pachs? No go 

 
54 Howard Ashman Patterson (1891-1970) painter and lithographer, studied at PAFA 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Howard_Ashman_Patterson/7023/Howard_Ashman_Patterson.aspx)  

55 The show was called 5 Americans and ran from April 10-29, 1944 (Elzea, p. 479) 

56 Unknown. 

http://www.askart.com/artist/Howard_Ashman_Patterson/7023/Howard_Ashman_Patterson.aspx
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Not Well 

 

No entry for April 8. 

 

April 9, 1944 Nice evening dinner with Cohn girls (Quanchi)57 4:00 Lillian dinner 

 

No entry for April 10. 

 

April 11, 1944 Feel better of Bronch cold 

Called phone C.S. White etch printer bet 55-56 St on 8th Ave 

 

April 12, 1944 Sent NY Tax Com full pay 71.22 

 

No entry for April 13. 

 

April 14, 1944 Wrote Real Est Agt Conway to offer 314 to Mrs Lois Field58 for 65.00 no 

furnishing or replacements 
 

57 [Cohn girls] -they ran a beauty parlor on 23rd St. Friends of Dolly “Les Soeurs” 
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Wrote Teresa Bakos of above etc Wrote Will Shuster 

Sam Golden called to talk over Gist of Art Future - no conclusions 

 

No entries for April 15-16. 

 

April 17, 1944 Enjoyed meeting of Inst. Met Bord. Robinson59 Ernest Poole60 Dana Gibson61 

Arthur Train,62 Delano (Arch) F.V. DaMond63 and other Eug Higgins64 

Proposed Walter Pach for membership 

Dinner Inst Arts & Letters 2 E. 62nd St 7 PM Knickerbocker Club 

 

No entries for April 18-21. 

 
 

58 Sloan’s tenant at 314 Garcia in Santa Fe. 

59 Boardman Robinson (1876-1952), Canadian-American cartoonist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boardman_Robinson)  

60 Possibly Ernest Poole (1880-1950), writer of leftist fiction (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Poole)  

61 Charles Dana Gibson (1866-1944) creator of the Gibson Girl icon 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Dana_Gibson)  

62 Arthur C. Train (1875-1945) writer and lawyer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Cheney_Train)  

63 Lack of punctuation makes it difficult to figure out if this is one long name or several. 

64 Eugene Higgins (1874-1968) painter and muralist (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/eugene-higgins-
2211)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boardman_Robinson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Poole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Dana_Gibson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Cheney_Train
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/eugene-higgins-2211
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/eugene-higgins-2211
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April 22, 1944 Eliz. Hamlin65 called has been ill going to Maine. George already there 

 

No entry for April 23. 

 

April 24, 1944 9.30 Geraldine Braun66 

Bill Bomar67 Vol. 5.2000 33 W 51 

Painted in AM. Stiff jointed. 

 

April 25, 1944 TAX 2nd half Santa Fe 1943  

Delinqt May. 1  50.06 Garcia 

   12.48 Sinagua 

 

April 26, 1944 Geraldine Braun 9.30 

 

 
65 George and Elizabeth Hamlin were middle-class friends of Sloan’s dating back to his marriage to 
Dolly. 

66 Gerry Braun, professional model. Painted in Gerry Braun (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 1151 

67 Bill Bomar (1919-1991) painter from Fort Worth, TX 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Purinton_Bomar_Jr.)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Purinton_Bomar_Jr
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No entry for April 27. 

 

April 28, 1944 Geraldine Braun 9.30 

 

April 29, 1944 Miss Molly Desti68 Helens cousin called nice little girl interest horses 

 

April 30, 1944 Tea for “Les Soeurs” chatter & laughter 

 

May 1, 1944 Geraldine Braun 9.30 

Phoned that she couldnt come 

Painted on Roof Wash & Pigeons69  

Wal[[t]er Pach dropped in at tea time 

 

May 2, 1944 Paintings to SIA Ex Fine Arts Gall May 2-370 

 
 

68 Molly D’Este married Philip Michael and took his name. (http://www.nytimes.com/1964/11/08/julian-
locke-deste.html?mcubz=0&_r=0) 

69 Possibly A Roof in Chelsea (Hood Museum, Dartmouth), Elzea 1092 

70 See Elzea volume 2, p. 479 

http://www.nytimes.com/1964/11/08/julian-locke-deste.html?mcubz=0&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/1964/11/08/julian-locke-deste.html?mcubz=0&_r=0
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May 3, 1944 Geraldine B. l.30 PM 

 

May 4, 1944 DOLLY SLOAN died a year ago today 

 

May 5, 1944 Geraldine B l.30 PM 

 

May 6, 1944 Wrote Constable71 Boston Museum F.A. in re “El Gallo”72 

[Wrote] R. Sturges Ingersoll thanks for book Henry McCarter 

 

May 7, 1944 SIA opening of Ind. Ex P.M. 

Exciting show nearly 400 exhibitors in spite of war atmosphere 

 

No entries for May 8-9. 

 

May 10, 1944 Schnackenberg whom I luckily met in waiting for White kindly delivered to him 9 

plates to print for me 
 

71 William George Constable (1887-1976) British curator 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_George_Constable)  

72 El Gallo (Anschutz Collection), Elzea 666 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_George_Constable
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W. Pach called in PM 5. 

 

May 11, 1944 Boston Mus Fine Arts Mr Constable invites “El Gallo” to Ex next Fall. Collect 

from C Kraushaar Gallery (Ins 750) (price 1200) 

 

No entries for May 12-13. 

 

May 14, 1944 Went to Staten Islnd[sic] to see Cecil Bell73s lovely spot with 7 terraces on hill 

and overlooking the narrows - great many deadly gray tankers & supply ships fill the narrows 

and -- bay 

A good dinner - trips on ferry I enjoyed very much I think its been 35 years since I went 

to S.I. 

 

May 15, 1944 Miss Gerry Braun AM 

Painted from [Miss Braun] and Helen drew from the pose. She did not have to got to the 

school until late in AM 

 

 
73 Cecil Bell (1906-1970) artist, studied in NYC under Wickey 
(https://www.annexgalleries.com/artists/biography/164/Bell/Cecil) 

https://www.annexgalleries.com/artists/biography/164/Bell/Cecil
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May 16, 1944 Letter from W Conway real est Santa F. says the tenant of 314 wants to paint the 

floor (now zig zag) white. Im reluctant but suppose one must make tenants happy! 

 

May 17, 1944 Geraldine Braun AM Cancelled. Worked on background of nude of her and 

worked on another nude of 2 years ago. 

 

No entry for May 18. 

 

May 19, 1944 Geraldine Braun AM 

Amer Acad Arts & Letters 3 PM 633 W. 155th St 

Ceremonial of Inst of A&L and the A. Acad of A&L award of medals. Theo Dreiser74 

(not a member!) Willa Cather75 member Paul Robson76 the great negro actor award for Diction a 

wonderful organ like voice. 

Met Van Wyck Brooks77 (member) and others Edgar Lee Masters78 & wife (not 

member!) he has been quite ill past winter. 

 
74 Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945), journalist and novelist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Dreiser)  

75 Willa Cather (1873-1947) American writer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willa_Cather)  

76 Paul Robeson (1898-1976) singer, writer, Civil Rights activist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Robeson)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Dreiser
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willa_Cather
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Robeson
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May 20, 1944 [9:45 see Antoinette][[]=HS notation in diary] (postponed) 

Philip & Judy Evergood79 came in after phoning. We had a nice evening with cool drinks 

until 1.30 AM 

 

May 21, 1944 [Keysers 12.00 Butler Hall] 

Lunch with Cassius Keysers80 Columbia Col pleasant visit with them at their apt. He is a 

fine 80 yr eminent mathematician. 

 

May 22, 1944 [Kenyon Brooks]81 

 

May 23, 1944 Geraldine Braun 1.30-2 PM 

 

 
77 Van Wyck Brooks (1886-1963) historian, literary critic 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Van_Wyck_Brooks)  

78 Edgar Lee Masters (1868-1950) poet, attorney, dramatist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Lee_Masters)  

79 Philip Evergood (1901-1973) painter, illustrator (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Evergood)  

80 Cassius Keyser (1862-1947) mathematician and professor 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassius_Jackson_Keyser)  

81 son of Van Wyck, serving in Navy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Van_Wyck_Brooks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_Lee_Masters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Evergood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassius_Jackson_Keyser
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May 24, 1944 [Bartletts 7 P.M.]82 

Max Pochapin took away 5th Ave Critics 1905 for color repro (Royalty 30 C. each)83 

 

May 25, 1944 Gerry Braun 2 PM 

 

No entry for May 26. 

 

May 27, 1944 [Kraushaar 9.45] 

Santa Fe RR Compact Cal Lim. June 27 will hold to June 10) 

Gerry Braun 2 PM 

Hershorn with Boran (sp?) 8 PM*84 

 

May 28, 1944 [5.30 SIA Meeting] 

 

May 29, 1944 [Pictures - Kraushaar?] 

 
82 Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Bartlett old friends of Farrs and Simkhovitch family (Greenwich House) 

83 nothing came of this 

84 Joseph Hirshhorn wanted 3 important pictures for 800.00 Sloan said no 
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May 30, 1944 [Jr & Sr party 6-9 

Miss Braun PM] 

sketch spring clip for frames 

 

No entry for May 31. 

 

June 1, 1944 Auto Ins. St. Frm. Mut Semi annual $20.40 due June 6. Mailed ck June 2 J.S. 

Miss Braun postponed to Fri AM 

 

June 2, 1944 [Farrs supper 6.30] 

Miss Braun 9.30-10 AM 

Julius Zirinsky85 sketched JS portrait 

Paid 2nd Inst Income Tax ‘44 

 

June 3, 1944 Miss Braun 2 PM 

 
85 Julius Zirinsky (1898-1970) artist (http://collection.whitney.org/object/3387)  

http://collection.whitney.org/object/3387
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Wrote Barile, Bako’s, Miss White 

 

June 4, 1944 [Family 1.30] 

 

June 5, 1944 Gerry Braun postponed to Tues 

 

June 6, 1944 Gerry Braun 1-1/2 PM 

Allies Invade France 

 

June 7, 1944 [Pachs 6:30 supper] 

Gerry Braun 1-1/2 PM 

 

June 8, 1944 [Bartlett’s - 7 PM Supper] 

Schilling Fund Com (?) crossed out 

 

June 9, 1944 Gerry Braun 2-1/2 PM. 
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June 10, 1944 [8.30 Hill House 130 E 70 Miss Evans86] 

 

No entry for June 11. 

 

June 12, 1944 Called Antoinette Kraushaar and agreed to buy (from Miss Peck87) two of my 

paintings 88 

1. Night Jefferson Mkt Jail89 (children playing) 

2. McSorley’s Back Room90 

 

No entry for June 13. 

 

June 14, 1944 [2.30 Pochapin] 

HELEN AT HOME!!! 

SCHOOL DONE!!! 

 
86 Unknown. 

87 Miss Julia Peck according to Elzea (volume 1, p. 118) 

88 650.00, 650.00 later sold to Dartmouth 

89 Jefferson Market Jail, Night (Fukushina Prefectual Museum, Tokyo) Elzea 179 

90 McSorley’s Back Room (Hood Museum, Dartmouth) Elzea 196 
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June 15, 1944 [Shilling Fund dinner Harvard Club 27 W. 44 7.30] 

[Everybody Thrift Shop - 10.30 Dolly’s things] 

Gerry Braun 2 PM 

 

June 16, 1944 [10.30 Dr Roman 44th Fifth Ave #527]  

 

No entry for June 17. 

 

June 18, 1944 [Dinner Farrs 1.30] 

 

June 19, 1944 [11:00 Mr Aronberg 673 Fifth - 53rd 91 

Glasses - Aitchison’s 

Camera - Henry Herbert92 

Othello93 - 8:30] 

 
91 Winfield Aronberg - Harry Weinberger’s assistant. Harry died soon after I saw him about new 
wills 

92 Unknown. 
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June 20, 1944 [Kraushaar - 10] 

 

June 21, 1944 [Farr apt. P.M. clean up] 

Julius Zirinsky & Ralph Soyer 2.30 PM to sketch J.S. 

 

No entry for June 22. 

 

June 23, 1944 [Phone Buchholtz re SIA] 

 

No entries for June 23-25. 

 

June 26, 1944 [Leave N.Y.] 

 

 
93 Othello ran at the Shubert Theater from October 19, 1943 to July 1, 1944 
(https://www.ibdb.com/broadway-production/othello-1345)  

https://www.ibdb.com/broadway-production/othello-1345
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June 27, 1944 Arrived Chicago called Mae Larsen went to meet her at “Cordon” club. Frances 

Strain94 also at lunch. Went to Art Mus in P.M. Glad to see water color by Frances very 

interesting technique linear full in detail. Fine Delacroix 2 Bad Goyas and others good. Very hot 

day. Up to Maes to rest and nice dinner made a calm spot in a heated day. New Chicago Subway 

to get train trouble with rush of travellers. 

 

June 28, 1944 Quiet day in train we had a compartment on Calif. Limited. PO Box 1067 Rent 

due June 30 

 

June 29, 1944 Reached Santa Fe after 11 AM Went to room at La Fonda and were able to be 

comfortable with Baths 

 

June 30, 1944 In PM Mike Maes filled his truck with stuff from storeroom at 314 Garcia (there 

we have a tenant) and we all made a trip to “Sinagua”. Helen saw her new mexico home for the 

first time. 

2nd 1/4 Estimate Tax Due (498.99) 

 

July 1, 1944 Out to Sinagua. Helen likes it and Im glad she does. 

 
94 Frances Strain (1898-1962), Chicago-based painter and leader of the Renaissance Society 
(http://www.chicagomodern.org/artists/frances_strain/) 

http://www.chicagomodern.org/artists/frances_strain/
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A colony of mice have established themselves in the house and we cant empty and store 

contents of trunks until we wage war on em. 

 

July 2, 1944 Fussing with mice. Shuster came in 11 AM with a leftover. We finally got him to 

bed and sleep sort of interrupted our work. Selma called for him at 9.30 PM and took him home. 

They are coming out to their place out (Shusters) further toward Rio Grande. 

 

July 3, 1944 We went to town shopping stopped to see Miss White she looks frail. Sent Green 

Plaza95 out from N.Y. for her to look at - purchase if she wishes! 

Mouse traps caught 9 mice this night. 

 

July 4, 1944 Patching up dobe entrances used by the mice! 

Helen and I took sun bath after lunch, swell sun and air - then back to house as a shower 

came up. 

More mice caught in traps. 

 

July 5, 1944 Shuster stopped by going to his ranch “Crazy Bear” (Kitiawi). Hes getting it ready 

so they have rented their house in Santa Fe. 

 
95 Green Plaza (Parrish Art Museum) Elzea 707 
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Heavy rains Very heavy downpour late afternoon and night tanks full to overflowing 

7000 galons [sic] on hand now.96 

Shuster had asked us to come over to his homestead in evening but too much rain! 

Helen has been busy scrubbing floors and getting rid of dust and mouse traces. We have 

disposed of 40 mice now, all ages. 

 

July 6, 1944 Helen spent most of the day scrubbing floors in negligé - beautiful creature to have 

round the house. 

We took 1-1/4 hour sunbath together a flight of 3 bombers in formation passed overhead 

- reminder that a war is going on. (Flying field at Albuquerque). 

After supper we took a very short stroll. 

Met Bakos and Teresa returning from their “day in town”. 

 

July 7, 1944 A trip to town to get ice & Groceries and pick up stuff from 314 Garcia studios. 

Dinner at Geo Parks Chinese Rest. just reopened after redecorating etc. Ice melting in car hastens 

action in town shopping. 

Shuster is working on painting the house over “Kitiawi” 

I brought him to Sinagua for dinner pleasant eve. talking. 

 
 96 all water from rains, saved in cisterns - no electricity, no phones 
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I think he is liking Helen 

Shuster stayed all night 

 

July 8, 1944 Shus to breakfast and I drove him over to his home (1-1/2 m. West) 

On way back from Shus’s I got mixed on Road and car stuck in arroyo SW cor of our 

own land 

At Six after a hard days work on Helens part we went over to Shus, for Din. 

So we left the car and walked home (1/4 m.) 

 

July 9, 1944 Betimes AM Helen & I armed with shovels etc went to the car and after working 2 

hours gave it up. Put up a sign asking Joe Bakos to stop in. He undertook getting the car out altho 

we only asked him to notify Clossons wrecking car. We helped out much as we knew how. Out it 

came. Put screen door up Tired out to Bed. 

 

July 10, 1944 Working on screen door and other small repair jobs. Helen made 3 meals as usual 

and started painting on panel for the August Ex at Santa Fe Museum.97 

At 9 or after Shus came by with Carl Crichton98 but I was about stepping into bath so 

they went on. 

 
97 See Elzea volume 2, p. 479 
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July 11, 1944 In to town to lay in supplies went to see Shuster show at the Museum and Helen 

bought his nice landscape with figures called “Masqueraders” 90.00. Am sure he will be pleased, 

patronage of the artists of Santa Fe is just nill. 

I am working over “Nude, Winter”99 started last February and its tough going. 

Helens knowledge of tempera emulsions is a great help to me. 

 

July 12, 1944 A nice young flyer on furlough and after months in Hospital stopped in to see us 

on our hill, Colonel Neff, he rode on to see Bakos’s. They took him to San Juan ranch further 

east. Helen & I both painting several hours today. 

We took a sunbath together out on a spot on the hill, South, where I have cleared off 

gravel & stones. My left leg sore (souvenir of operation July 18 last) is doing well. The other 

healed in March. 

 

July 13, 1944 Helen is working on 3 small pictures people in Subway and Elevated train in 

N.Y.C. Started some time ago. She’s doing good work. Will send to Museum Ex100 next month. 

 
98 Unknown. 

99 Nude, Winter (Juel Stryker), Elzea 1146 

100 Same one as Sloan’s? 
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In the evening Helen and I took a walk around the 3 hills of which “Sinagua” is the 

westernmost, we picked some wild flowers along the road below the hills. And marvelously 

Helen found the plate license 756! which I had thought stolen. It may have been ripped from car 

on one of the rough winter trips Joe Bakos and I made out here in February in my car. 

 

No entries from July 14-17. 

 

July 18, 1944 Went to town shopping 

 

July 19, 1944 Worked on frames for 2 Helen pictures and one for “Nude, Winter”. 

Joe Bakos took “Little Girl of Santa Fe”101 to box & ship to Denver Ex102. 

 

July 20, 1944 [6.45 La Fonda Emma Davis103] 

 

No entries from July 21-27. 

 
101 Little Girl of Santa Fe (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 989 

102 See Elzea volume 2, p. 480 

103 Possibly Emma Lou Davis (1905-1988), sculptor based in Taos around this time 
(http://harwoodmuseum.org/assets/file/TAOS%20MUNICIPAL%20SCHOOLS.pdf)  

http://harwoodmuseum.org/assets/file/TAOS%20MUNICIPAL%20SCHOOLS.pdf
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July 28, 1944 [Dolly’s birthday] 

 

No entries from July 29-31. 

 

August 1, 1944 [10:30 - Berardinelli 

5.00 Miss White Museum talk] 

 

August 2, 1944 [J.S. Birthday 

8 AM meet Lutz the plumber] 

Eluth--- Guiterez College St--- 

 

No entry for August 3. 

 

August 4, 1944 [Dentist Agnes Tait] 
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August 5, 1944 [Christine Hughes104 5.00] 

 

August 6, 1944 [Eckerts called] 

 

No entries for August 7-10. 

 

August 11, 1944 [Visited McNultys105] 

 

No entries for August 12-19. 

 

August 20, 1944 [McNultys - 1:00 dinner] 

 

No entries for August 21-30. 

 

August 31, 1944 [Museum Director lunch] 

 
104 Likely the wife of Lafayette Hughes, Bakos’ patron 

105 William McNulty wrote for the New Mexican 

He was married to Agnes Tait. (http://www.brockandco.com/inventory_detail.php?WorkID=528)  

http://www.brockandco.com/inventory_detail.php?WorkID=528
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September 1, 1944 The past month has been a very happy one 

We both worked at painting the face boards of Sinagua eaves a dark green, looks fine 

gives a finish to the house. 

Helen has made a dozen paintings of the views about us in every direction good little 

pictures. 

 

September 2, 1944 Santa Fe Fiesta Helen & I dressed up hurriedly and had a good time. She as 

a very funny yellow wigged man and I as a dangerous degenerate Brunette woman. Came back 

to Sinagua early without joining in the partys in town. A very happy day. 

 

No entries for September 3-7. 

 

September 8, 1944 In town at Museum found an Express Package with etchings from G Horne 

Gallery106 Boston picked up on the Lamy Road by a man from Madrid NM. Must have been 

dropped by Ex truck. 

Saw Earl Stone at W. D. co in re oil heater 16 x 25 x 10 

 
 

106 Grace Horne’s Gallery was reportedly a “trendsetter” 
(http://www.provincetownartistregistry.com/W/wyman-d.c.-dorothy.html)  

http://www.provincetownartistregistry.com/W/wyman-d.c.-dorothy.html
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No entry for September 9. 

 

September 10, 1944 Shus asked us to dinner on his “Ketiawe” hill Homestead. 

 

No entries for September 11-October 18. 

 

October 19, 1944 *Mike says Tony Sanchez has left 314 Garcia Caretaker? gone. His boy Felix 

was a pest! 

 

October 20, 1944 [Dentist 10:30] 

 

October 21, 1944 Ex paid 2 paintings CWK. N.Y.  

Nude Winter & Eaves Painting107 

700.00   450.00 

 

 
107 Eaves Painting (Delaware Art Museum, 2006-26), Elzea 1149 
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October 22, 1944 This late evening Dr Hollon Farr and Ann arrived from Calif. by “Flivver”. 

They had looked for us at 314 Garcia and Lois Field our tenant there and her friend Alice Sims108 

showed them the way out to “Sinagua”. 

 

October 23, 1944 In eveng we went to Shusters 1 mile west he is fixing up the “Homestead”. 

We had a merry evening. Shus liked Hank (Hollon) and Anne Farr. 

 

October 24, 1944 [Dentist 11:00] 

Posed for Joe Reed this afternoon. He is making very good progress in his work. Helen & 

her doctor Brother “Hank” and Anne in town called for me 4.30. Out to Sinagua. 

 

October 25, 1944 With the young Dr Farr and Anne Helen and I walked and climbed around the 

arroyos in our N.W Section. 

 

October 26, 1944 Our guests left for Army Hospital in Texas this AM. Nice young folks, we 

enjoyed having them.  

Rode ove[r] to Shusters to arrange for Mike whos doing work for him to come Mon.  

Worked on 16x20 panel of Helen sunbathing on the hill South of the house “Sinagua”.109 

 
108 Unsure if Alice and Agnes Sims are the same person and Sloan is getting the names wrong. 
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No entries for October 27-November 8. 

 

November 9, 1944 [1:45 Mrs. Owen Cattell110 

3:00 - Miss Jordan111 OWI to collect picture] 

 

November 10, 1944 [5:00 - Pochapin] 

 

No entries for November 11-19. 

 

November 20, 1944 [Institute Dinner Knickerbocker Club] 

 

No entries for November 21-28. 

 

November 29, 1944 [Leave for New York?] 
 

109 Probably Sunbather at Sinagua (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1147 

110 bringing back J.S. picture of Indian Dance, which she wanted to sell him. It was in very poor 
condition. We refused to buy it. - See notes about Cottell loan - 

111 Unknown. 
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No entries for November 30-December 14. 

 

December 15, 1944 [Pachs 6:30] 

 

December 16, 1944 [Mother?] 

 

December 17, 1944 Helen and I worked all day getting together and writing comments for a 

Monograph on my Etchings to be pub. by Amer. Artists Group (Sam Golden)112. 

 

No entry for December 18. 

 

December 19, 1944 [Ind. Committee - Arts & Sciences 3:00 - Hotel Astor - 170] 

Jo Davidson113 Chairman 

Met Frank Kingdon114 who talks on Radio well Tom Lynn of “Times. Ph. Evergood, who 

is living in City now R. Soyer115, Zorach116, and others. Plan for further action were read by 

Kingdon. We are about to keep the cultural finger in the political pie as I said to Lynn. 
 

112 Was this ever published? 

113 Jo Davidson (1883-1952) sculptor (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jo_Davidson)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jo_Davidson
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In evening a phone call and long talk with Herbert Kaufman117 (see “Whos Who” 68 yrs) 

wanted to know whether I knew anything of Lock Haven PA near to small place “Sugar Valley” 

where his Mother was born her name Roff. I couldnt help, left L.H. when 6 yrs. 

 

December 20, 1944 [Institute Dinner 7:00 P.M. Knickerbocker Club 2 E. 62] 

JS had a pleasant evening with interest in light talk with Deems Taylor,118 composer and meeting 

W. Beebe119 under sea naturalist etc. Albert Sterner120 82 years old looks to be in perfect 

condition a little deaf perhaps. Walter Damrosch121 Pres of the Acad. Arts & Letters the unseen 

circle of the Institute over 80 yrs and so kindly and sweet. An Assoc. Member Composer from 

 
114 Frank Kingdon (1895?-1972) writer, member of the Progressive Party 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1972/02/25/archives/dr-frank-kingdon-educator-author-and-commentator-
dies.html?_r=0)  

115 Raphael Soyer (1899-1987), twin of Moses, Social Realist painter. 

116 William Zorach (1887-1966) Lithuanian-American sculptor 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Zorach) 

117 Possibly Herbert Kaufman (1878-1947) newspaperman and poet 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Kaufman)  

118 Joseph Deems Taylor (1885-1966) composer and music critic 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deems_Taylor)  

119 William Beebe (1877-1962) naturalist, ornithologist, marine biologist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Beebe)  

120 Albert Sterner (1863-1946) American illustrator and painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Sterner)  

121 Walter Damrosch (1862-1950), German-American conductor and composer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Damrosch) 

http://www.nytimes.com/1972/02/25/archives/dr-frank-kingdon-educator-author-and-commentator-dies.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/1972/02/25/archives/dr-frank-kingdon-educator-author-and-commentator-dies.html?_r=0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Zorach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Kaufman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deems_Taylor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Beebe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Sterner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Damrosch
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Brazil - Villa Lobos122 the name (I think) spoke earnestly but in French and played piano after 

the dinner. Saw J. Taylor Arms123 just a few minutes. A very poor dinner quite unsuitable to the 

well doing of a group of old fellows! 

Helen and I sat up until 1 oclock in happy conversation. 

 

December 21, 1944 Helen busy about Xmas present matters. 

I worked on my little painting of “Women Chatting on the Roof”124 

Very different in approach from my old painting “Roof Gossip” (1912 or 13). 

Gertrude of “Les Soeurs” hairdressers on 23rd St great friend of Dolly with her husband 

Albert Rand125 called late in evening. I liked him very well he’s in the Paper Mfg. line and Im 

interested. My mothers sister Emma married W.H. Ward of Marcus Ward & Co Belfast Ire. back 

in 1880 or so. I think I remember that Alexander Priestley mothers uncle was also in paper back 

in the 70’s and 80’s. 

Helen and I sat up until 2 AM. 

 

No entries for December 22-23. 
 

122 Heitor Villa-Lobos (1887-1959) Brazilian composer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heitor_Villa-
Lobos)  

123 John Taylor Arms (1887-1953) etcher (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Taylor_Arms)  

124 Roof Chats (private collection) Elzea 1157  

125 Can’t find anything really about the Rands. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heitor_Villa-Lobos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heitor_Villa-Lobos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Taylor_Arms
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December 24, 1944 In the late PM Mary Fanton Roberts126 called and Helen asked her to dinner. 

She is in good form and talked wittily and with our great interest in her friends who are very 

many. 20 years ago she knew “everyone”. She tells us of Miss Hammond of Gloucester daughter 

of John Hays H127. ambassador, etc. sister of the wealthy inventor etc J.H.H. She is quite rich and 

has spoken of her interest in me. She embroiders preferably & paints. 

Phil. Evergood & Judy in the evening. We gave Judy a fine fur coat of Dolly’s. D. loved 

Judy very much. They worked together when D. managed Miss AE Whites Indian Ex. and 

Gallery128. 

Phil. is so dynamic he is a little wearing but his power as a painter is sure. 

 

December 25, 1944 A very happy Xmas day. It might have been so lonely. But with Helen with 

me that can never be. So many presents for us both. I gave voice to a hope that Helen had taken 

care of all of the givers! With Helen I’ve acquired some nice relations. A letter from Nan129 (my 

sister in Gremt. Phila) assures me that she needs no assistance. The book business is going well 

but hemorhage[sic] in her throat worries her. Helen has made a really good impres. on Nan. 

 
126 Mary Fanton Roberts (1864-1956) journalist and editor 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Fanton_Roberts) 

127 Possibly John Hays Hammond Jr. (1888-1965) radio scientist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hays_Hammond_Jr.)  

128 Miss Amelia Elizabeth White (1878-1972) opened a Gallery of American Indian Art in 1923, which 
Dolly ran (https://cranbrookkitchensink.wordpress.com/2015/03/05/the-amelia-elizabeth-white-gift/) 

129 Marianna Sloan. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Fanton_Roberts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hays_Hammond_Jr
https://cranbrookkitchensink.wordpress.com/2015/03/05/the-amelia-elizabeth-white-gift/
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Helens father & mother at dinner. Dr Farr brought 2 pheasants he had shot delicious they were. 

We had a pleasant evening. They left 11 o’c and Helen and I sat up much later. 

 

December 26, 1944 [Send PO Box 1.50 Santa Fe] [Send Frances Strain etch. list] 

I painted today on “Roof Chatter” 16x20 3 women on roof in the “Chelsea” district which 

spreads out below our high 10th floor windows to the South of us (in the Chelsea Hotel). 

Reading Life of W.B. Yeats by S. Hone130 very interesting to me as much reference is 

made to John Butler Yeats131 our dear old philos. artist friend. 

 

December 27, 1944 Breakfast in bed as is usu[a]l with me at present. Helen went up to see 

Antoinette Kraushaar. K. Galleries about my etchings etc. 

Mrs Cecil Bell Staten Island phoned asked when she & Spike could come over & take us 

to dinner. 

 

December 28, 1944 [Elva Hodges132 & Peggy Beck133] 

 
130 Joseph Maunsel Hone (1882-1959) Irish writer, historian, literary critic, wrote biography of WB Yeats. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Maunsel_Hone) Unsure why Sloan is calling him “s.” 

131 John Butler Yeats (1839-1922) Irish artist, father of WB Yeats 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Butler_Yeats)  

 132 Elva, from O.T. Dept. Institute of the Penna. Hospital, Phila. 

133 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Maunsel_Hone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Butler_Yeats
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No entry for December 2.9 

 

December 30, 1944 [Spike & Ag. for supper] 

 

No entry for December 31. 
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Diary John Sloan 1945 

January 1, 1945 (Monday) A Happy New Year! Yes indeed! 

In the afternoon Dr. Farr, Helen’s father stopped with his car and took us up town [sic] to 

New Year’s Dinner. We had a very good dinner. Pheasants that he had got on a shooting trip. 

Old friends of the Farrs, Dr. and Mrs Mosenthal, nice people and Helen’s cousin dear bright girl 

Molly D’Este, interested in horses, studying veterinary surgery etc. 

Dr Kenyon came in later. She is a good physician and a very pleasant motherly woman. 

Dr. Mary Halton134 called on phone with New year Greetings. 

We called sister Marianna in Germantown, Phila. last night by phone. She is still 

suffering throat trouble. 

 

January 2, 1945 Whitney Opening (Water Colors and Sculpture)135 

Worked on portrait of Helen which is about through but of course not satisfactory.--

Better next time maybe. 

Helen went up to Kraushaar Galleries’ new place 32. E. 57. Reports that it is a good 

place. We hope the spot will be haunted by “Sloan” buys (if such there be) 

 
134 Mary Halton (1879-1948) was Margaret Sanger’s gynecologist and birth control researcher. See 
Clarke, Disciplining Reproduction, 321 and Hajo, Birth Control on Main Street, 244. 

135 This exhibition ran from January3–February 8, 1945 
(http://whitney.org/www/archives/Exhibitions.html)  

http://whitney.org/www/archives/Exhibitions.html
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She also saw Moses Soyer’s136 ex. at the A.C.A. Gallery137 (Mr. Baron ((Barron)) 

[Baron]138 a good show. Moses is twin brother of Raphael Soyer. There is an emotional quality in 

M. Soyer’s work which is good along with vigorous painting. A nice illustrated catalogue. 

On the radio at 9 P.M. the meeting called at Madison Sq. Garden (now far from Madison 

Sq. at 8th Ave. 7 50th St.139) to demand that State Dept. recall Franco spain diplomatic relations. 

strange to see how Britain and U.S. have failed Republic of Spain since 1936. When Republic 

was overthrown by Franco fascists aided by Hitler and Mussolini, A message from Negrin the 

exiled president, very good. 

 

January 3, 1945 Bard140, Mgr. Chelsea brought up a friend Mr. Winston141 to look at pictures. 

He W. said he knew me and Dolly in the old Soc. party days (Rand School etc.) I showed a few 

things but take no stock in his being a buyer. 

 

 
136 Moses Soyer (1899 –1974), Russian-American social realist painter, twin of Raphael. Have also seen 
last name spelled “Sawyer.” 

137 ACA Gallery released a monograph on Moses Soyer in 1944. Unsure if it was related to this show. 

138 Herman Baron (1892-1961) founded ACA Gallery in 1932 and was its director until his death. 

139 Third MSG was here (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madison_Square_Garden_(1925)). Unsure what he 
is talking about here because the current (and subsequent) MSG wasn’t opened until 1968. 

140 David Bard (??-1957) bought the hotel in 1940ish and was the manager until his death, after which 
time his late son Stanley took over 
(http://www.chelseahotelblog.com/living_with_legends_the_h/2017/02/-stanley-bard-former-owner-and-
manager-of-the-chelsea-hotel-dies-at-82.html)  

141 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madison_Square_Garden_(1925))
http://www.chelseahotelblog.com/living_with_legends_the_h/2017/02/-stanley-bard-former-owner-and-manager-of-the-chelsea-hotel-dies-at-82.html
http://www.chelseahotelblog.com/living_with_legends_the_h/2017/02/-stanley-bard-former-owner-and-manager-of-the-chelsea-hotel-dies-at-82.html
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January 4, 1945 Helen had to rise 6.30 War Time (5.30 A.M.)142 before daylight. Got me my 

breakfast in bed, then went up to the girls’ school and substituted for a French Teacher (sick). I 

spent a lonely day, too cold up in the studio to work ev [sic] even if so inclined. 

 

No entry for January 5. 

 

January 6, 1945 A member of volunteer coast guard says he’s an artist John Wyeth143 or Wyatt, 

phoned that he had carved French frame to sell. He brought it round. I bought it $30. a bargain. 

He was working in France. War brought him back. He has English accent. Nice fellow. Perhaps 

just refined accent. Relative of the other Wyeths, father and son artists, daughter (also artist) 

married to artist Peter Hurd144 of New Mexico. 

Late afternoon next door same floor “Chelsea”—a cocktail party with Suzanne LaFolette, 

our host her brother Chester LaF145. is using the studio on upper floor [sic]. He is painting fresh, 

well. Walter Pach146 & Magda, Mrs. Hibben147, a Frenchman “rep. of Paris Chamber of 
 

142 From 1942-45 the USA was on daylight savings time year-round 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_time_in_the_United_States)  

143 Possibly John McCoy (1910-1989), who married Ann Wyeth, N.C.’s youngest daughter 
(http://www.brandywine.org/museum/about/wyeth-family-artists)  

144 Peter Hurd (1904-1984) American landscape and portrait painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Hurd)  

145 Chester LaFollette (1897–1993), painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester_La_Follette). 
LaFollette family was very prominent in 20th century politics. 

146 Walter Pach (1883-1958) was a critic and art historian, who was impactful in bringing European 
Modernist art to American audiences. His wife was a painter named Magdalene, who married him in 
1914. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Pach)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_time_in_the_United_States
http://www.brandywine.org/museum/about/wyeth-family-artists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Hurd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chester_La_Follette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Pach
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Commerce” his two daughters LeSere (?)148. The girls said they return to France as soon as 

possible. DeGaulle is now established as head of new gov’t. 

 

January 7, 1945 Wrote to Will Shuster in Santa Fe. 

To 30 Fifth Ave. apt. of Geo. O. Hamlin for a party. Eliz. looks well now that she has 

allowed her gray hair to be as is. George seems a bit old. The Ernest Geyer’s ((Geier))149 (silk 

mfg.) were there. Lee G. is a rough diamond with many thousand dollars worth of sapphires etc. 

Not an edifying evening with the rich business type. George H. has retired years ago at about 50 

yrs. and has bought my etchings. 

Helen and I home in good condition. 

 

January 8, 1945 A snowfall started yesterday the heavist [sic] in N.Y. City so far this winter. 

Most of my mornings are passed in bed. Helen is so good to me I feel like a spoiled child. 

Nice feeling! She was out couple hours at Macy’s and grocery buying after lunch 2 P.M. 

I worked on picture—Pigeons and Clothes flying on Roof started three years ago but 

more satisfactory. 

 
 

147 Unknown. 

148 Unknown. 

149 Ernest C. Geier (1889?-1976) was the chairman and president of the Duplan Corporation, a textile 
manufacturer. (http://www.nytimes.com/1976/04/01/archives/ernest-c-geier.html)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1976/04/01/archives/ernest-c-geier.html
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January 9, 1945 Expect Miss Barbara Woodward150 to call this afternoon. She and her cousin 

Anna Stobie were private pupils four years or so since. 

A.C.A. Gallery returned all unsold paintings. Very few were sold, 3 or 4. And the prices 

were quite low. 

Barbara Woodward of LeRoy N.Y. with her cousin Anna (now married) came in. Barbara 

didn’t mention the portrait of her I started three years ago at her order. She’s quite unconscious 

of having got me to do it under misrepresentation that she would purchase it! Poor little rich girl. 

She’s interested in bird life. Knows nothing of human existence. 

 

January 10, 1945 Antoinette Kraushaar151 opens with a cocktail party new Galleries at 32 E. 57th 

St. Helen and I met there (she had gone to her school to substitute for a teacher). Old John F. 

Kraushaar152 was there “Old” he is just my age but a stroke about 10 years ago has left him quite 

unable to attend to the picture business. Antoinette his daughter has carried on through many bad 

years. 

At the K. Galleries we met many acquaintances and friends. Mary F. Roberts was there 

“feeling a little lonely in N.Y.” Twenty years ago she knew everyone in N.Y. artistic world. She 

 
150 Barbara Woodward Piel (1920-2003) studied with Sloan. He painted her (Elzea 1103). 
(http://www.thedailyme.com/Obituaries/barbara_woodward_piel.html)  

151 Antoinette Kraushaar (1902-1992) took over Kraushaar Galleries after her father had a stroke in 1930s 
and passed away in 1946. (http://www.nytimes.com/1992/09/02/arts/antoinette-m-kraushaar-art-dealer-
dies-at-89.html?mcubz=0)  

152 John F Kraushaar (??-1946) took over Kraushaar when his brother Charles died in 1917 and began 
training his daughter Antoinette to run the gallery. (https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-
aids/pdf/kraugall.pdf)  

http://www.thedailyme.com/Obituaries/barbara_woodward_piel.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1992/09/02/arts/antoinette-m-kraushaar-art-dealer-dies-at-89.html?mcubz=0
http://www.nytimes.com/1992/09/02/arts/antoinette-m-kraushaar-art-dealer-dies-at-89.html?mcubz=0
https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/kraugall.pdf
https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/kraugall.pdf
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has outlived many of them. Mrs. Wm Glackens (Edith Dommoch153) getting elderly but tough 

New England. G. duBois154, Russell Cowles (sometime Santa Fe)155 Many picture dealers 

attended. The crowd honored the respectable and trustworthy House of Kraushaar. 

 

January 11, 1945 Painted or “tinkered” with picture started three years ago of Wash on Roof 

with pigeons flying. I’ve picked it up occasionally but don’t seem to get it done. 

Helen and I worked out our Income Tax for 1944. A right good year to my surprise. We 

pay some $2,000. most of it already paid by the Guessing Method in advance. 

Invited by Albert Rand156 (husband of Gertrude Cohn one of the Sisters of the Beauty 

Parlor who were such great chums of Dolly) I was taken in his car up to a Dinner of Paper Trade 

representatives given by Baldwin Paper Co. Typical N.Y. business men. A good Scotch highball, 

good dinner and then talks on paper trade matters. 

 

No entry for January 12. 

 

 
153 Edith Dimock (1876-1955) wife of William Glackens, painter, student at the League 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edith_Dimock)  

154 Guy Pène du Bois (1884-1958) American artist, painter of flappers, critic, educator 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guy_P%C3%A8ne_du_Bois)  

155 Russell Cowles (1887-1979), landscape painter (http://www.nytimes.com/1979/02/23/archives/russell-
cowles-at-92-painter-of-landscapes-in-the-lyrical-manner.html?mcubz=0)  

156 Can’t find information about him. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edith_Dimock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guy_P%C3%A8ne_du_Bois
http://www.nytimes.com/1979/02/23/archives/russell-cowles-at-92-painter-of-landscapes-in-the-lyrical-manner.html?mcubz=0
http://www.nytimes.com/1979/02/23/archives/russell-cowles-at-92-painter-of-landscapes-in-the-lyrical-manner.html?mcubz=0
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January 13, 1945 We were visited by Helen’s uncle Hollon Farr157 ex. prof of German at Yale, 

now working semi-retired on archives of Yale—past history of Yale men etc. he is New England 

born and bred. Studied for some time in Germany and likes the German—not popular view these 

days. (Some 65 yrs. I think his age.) He liked a book we had here, selections from the old “Davy 

Crocket” Almanac. Proceed to buy one for himself. 

In the evening George Otis Hamlin and Elizabeth Bartram Garrett Hamlin our old friends 

for years, came to dine. I think they approve of Helen. We asked Suzanne LaFollette and her 

sister and sister’s daughter and her brother Chester’s wife to come in after dinner (Suzanne has 

the apt. next door to ours in the “Chelsea”) I got out some pictures to show them. As is usual the 

early New York stuff got the chief applause. I must hope that what I’ve gone in the last 16 years 

will gain some later! 

 

January 14, 1945 Uneventful and happy day. I worked some on my Clothes in the Wind with 

Pigeons Roof picture. Helen painted on a subway incident and a city street thing.  

Helen has been getting ready the comments for my etchings to be shown (complete set) 

in Chicago in February when she and I will go there February 13. I am to speak at the University 

February 15. 

 
157 Hollon A. Farr (1872-1958) studied at Yale and taught German there. 
(http://drs.library.yale.edu/HLTransformer/HLTransServlet?stylename=yul.ead2002.xhtml.xsl&pid=mssa
:ms.0910&clear-stylesheet-cache=yes)  

http://drs.library.yale.edu/HLTransformer/HLTransServlet?stylename=yul.ead2002.xhtml.xsl&pid=mssa:ms.0910&clear-stylesheet-cache=yes
http://drs.library.yale.edu/HLTransformer/HLTransServlet?stylename=yul.ead2002.xhtml.xsl&pid=mssa:ms.0910&clear-stylesheet-cache=yes
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I am doing entirely too much worrying about talk to come at Chicago next month. At 

present I’m just worrying over my worry. Getting nowhere. I should make a written plan for this 

talk and I hope that I will do so soon. 

 

January 15, 1945 Helen out in A.M. to see about mats for Chicago Ex. also to go up town [sic] 

to help her mother clean house. 

 

January 16, 1945 I am reading with great interest J. Hone’s Life of W.B. Yeats the great Irish 

poet, son of John Butler Yeats whom I knew so well and whom Dolly and I loved as a dear 

philosopher and friend in New York until his death at Petipas “pension” on 29th St 20 years ago. 

Many quotations from his letters to W.B.Y. are in this interesting biography. 

J. Hone must be a relation of Nat. Hone great painter J.B.Y. often spoke of158. 

 

January 17, 1945 Walter Pach called late P.M. looked at some of my work in the studio. Not 

enthusiastic and I agree. I spoke of the Hall of Art gallery, how it seems to have become just a 

dump for poor work which sells. I think of withdrawing my name which he (Pochapin)159 found 

useful. Pach was also used but he agrees with me. So he is to write a letter to Pochapin in which 

we both resign. 

 
158 Nathaniel Hone the Elder (1718-1784) Irish miniatures painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathaniel_Hone_the_Elder)  

159 Max Pochapin (1898-1962) founded Manhattan Hall of Art, a merchandising art gallery 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nathaniel_Hone_the_Elder
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January 18, 1945 Ben Stolberg160 [?] writer on Labor subjects who lives here in the Chelsea 

asked me to look at portrait of himself painted by Chester LaFollette, Suzanne’s brother. I 

thought it was hardly finished but not so bad for a beginner. 

Dr. C.E. Farr, Helen’s father called and took us to dine with them and a Dr. Jos. Roper 

and his wife. Another good dinner with pheasants shot by Chas. F. M.D., part of the spoils he 

shot before Xmas. Dr. Roper is Irish stock and witty and entertaining, his wife a comfortable 

type. 

 

January 19, 1945 Bill Bomar pupil of mine three winters back came in looking for a Studio in 

N.Y. with living facilities. Hard job in N.Y. these days. 

We were told by clerk here to look at one on our (10th) floor. As manager was sound no 

prices could be quoted. 

Bill who is physically hampered by congenital spastic condition is much better in health 

since a serious attack of spinal meningitis last spring. He looks very well and is a very dear boy 

with splendid mind. 

Mrs. Lois Field my tenant of the house in Satan Fe 314 Garcia St. sent her check 30.00 

toward expense of fixing the roof there! Quite unusual altho’ she knows that 65.00 a month is 

very reasonable rent these days of housing shortage. 

 
160 Benjamin Stolberg (1891-1951) writer and worker’s advocate 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Stolberg)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Stolberg


72 
 

 

January 20, 1945 I rose late as is my custom and saw Manager Bard of Chelsea in regard to 

Studio for Bill B. The price asked is 125. a month and we listened to his sad story of the huge 

increase in costs in the Chelsea operation. 

Phoned Bill. He will come to see Bard Monday about Studio. 

Instead of taking an indoor walk for my health today Helen and I walked out of the 

streets. 8th Avenue is emerging from the heavy snow of last Sunday. Dirty piles along the curbs. 

As the days have been cold there’s no slush but pavements are slippery. I felt better after resting 

on our return. 

 

January 21, 1945 Helen and I walked out into a cold rather damp day. The streets of N.Y. are ill 

looking with banks of dirty snow and icy crossings. The continued cold of last week has (along 

with labor scarcity) hindered the removal of snow. He looked from 8th Ave. West to 319 W. 29th 

St. Petitpas’ [sic] restaurant and pension where dear old J.B. Yeats lived for years and died. I 

often walked home with him from our place. 

In the P.M. afternoon we went to see Mrs. Arthur Rand who with her sisters run the 

“beauty salon” Les Soeurs. They were Dolly’s dear friends. Arthur is foreign born perhaps 

Hungarian, an interesting fellow, bulldog face slants out to chin, short chin long jaw. He’s the 

paper man. The Cohn sisters’ brother was there, a Mason and in grocery ((?)) [sic] business I 

think. His wife was there too a pretty girl skin as oriental……. ((??)) [sic]. We had a highball of 

Scotch. Lots of talk. 
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January 22, 1945 W. Pach mailed me our letter of withdrawal from Pochapin’s “Hall of Art” 

which I signed and mailed. 

An interesting, newsy letter from Will Shuster161 in Santa Fe. Reports all’s well with our 

house on the hill “Sinagua”. Selma in Albuquerque. He and little John live in studio building in 

Santa Fe. 

The prop. of the “Book Mart”162 on 23rd St. in Chelsea Hotel bdg. came up with 25 Vol. 

of the St. Gervais Ed. of Paul DeKock which has etching etc. by J.S. and Glackens, Luks and 

others. We bought them 35.00 and they had about 30 of my etchings in them, but there were 8 

Vols. published after these with about 23 of J.S. etchings which we will ask him to find for us. I 

have a number of prints of these but few duplicates. 

 

Jan 23, 1945 Helen was called before 7 A.M. to substitute at “the School” as I have a lonely day 

here. Our friend Kay von Minckwitz163 phoned, said she’d be in town till tomorrow and will call 

Helen later. 

I am enjoying reading selections of recent American Literature made by Somerset 

Maugham. 

 
161 William Howard Shuster (1893-1969) painter based in Santa Fe, friend of Sloan 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Howard_Shuster)  

162 Unsure what this refers to. Possibly the famous Gotham book mart if Sloan is confused 
(http://forbookssake.net/2011/05/20/the-gotham-book-mart/)  

163 The Sloans’ friend Kay Von Minckwitz was married to Theodore Goldsmith. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Howard_Shuster
http://forbookssake.net/2011/05/20/the-gotham-book-mart/
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Kay M. called in the evening to see Helen and then a phone call from Gertrude Rand 

warned of the visit from the Rands and two friends Mr. and Mrs. Small164. They came late and 

while Mrs. S. was a pretty little girl studying painting and he is a high salaried advertising man 

and both were interested in pictures—we were pretty tired when they left at 11.45. ?30,000 a 

year! 

 

January 24, 1945 Again this morning Helen is called to substitute at the school. 

I worked on gossips on roof picture “Roof Chats” and “A Chelsea Roof” (wash in wind and 

pigeons) to have then ready for Kraushaar Gallery this afternoon. Helen came in 1.30 got our 

lunch then at 4.30 took ‘em up town. 

 

January 25, 1945 Max Pochapin on the phone in P.M. spoke sadly of his receipt of Pach’s and 

my resignation from the Committee “Hall of Arts”. No ill feeling just sweet sadness. 

 

January 26, 1945 Taking up a nude painted 3 or 4 years ago,165 in an attempt to give it more 

right to exist. Strange how things (nudes) lack the vigor of approach of twelve years ago. 

I hate to get the attitude of imitating my work of the past! 

 
164 Unknown. 

165 Unsure which nude painting. 
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Amer. Institute Arts and Letters dinner at Knickerbocker Club. A very cold day. The old 

fellers were interesting and I’m sure mutually very critical of each other as I was. Membership 

250 only about 35 present. 

Red headed scar face and exciting Sinclair Lewis166 took part in discuss [sic] as to 

admitting performers executants into our band of creators. He said Yes. 

Enjoyed meeting Percy McKay ((MacKaye))167 poet, reminiscences of Henri, Yeats. He 

knew Willy Yeats back 1905. 

Walked ten blocks along 5th Ave. with old one time comrade in the Socialist Party, 

Branch One—Ernest Poole. 

 

January 27, 1945 Deeply involved in repainting the nude. Why have I not “learned by trade”? 

Because I think, I never wished to. 

Mrs. Small asked price of small nude168 she and Small liked when here with Rand the 

“paper man”. I quoted 200 it’s a very small panel. 

Helen mailed matted etchings DeKock and separate tub with 2 N.Y. etchings a large size 

to Frances Strain for Chicago University Ex. 

 
166 Sinclair Lewis (1885-1951) playwright, poet, Nobel Prize-winning novelist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinclair_Lewis)  

167 Percy MacKaye (1875-1956), American playwright and poet 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percy_MacKaye)  

168 Unknown which painting this is. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinclair_Lewis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percy_MacKaye
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Helen cooked a wonderful kidney saute for dinner. She had invited Don169 and Lydia 

Freeman. We had a swell evening of talk. Don has started a book (near finished), sort of a kindly 

satire of a soldier turned into a dog. Several of the series have been printed in “P.M..” gem of 

newspapers of the present day. Good symptom. Owned and pub. by Marshall Field170 millionaire 

with vision. 

 

January 28, 1945 Dr. and Mrs. Farr called in the afternoon. Were interested in looking at my 

etchings done 1902-3-4 for DeKock’s novels. 

Painted on a nude on green sofa171, repainting a start of 4 or 5 years since. 

 

Jan 28, 1945 [no 29, could be typo] We are helping the heating of the studio by a small oil stove. 

Coal and oil are both scarce and the weather continues cold. Helen got 2 gallons today. We both 

painted. She on one of her subway groups. I on the resurrected nude. 

Very good War news. Russians are 92 miles from Berlin and the American forces are 

nearing Manila in the Philippines. 

 
169 Don Freeman (1908-1978) student of Sloan’s, cartoonist, illustrator, creator of “Corduroy” books 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Freeman)  

170 Marshall Field III (1893-1956), banker, publisher of the newspaper PM 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Field_III)  

171 Nude, Green Couch, Fan (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1048 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Freeman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Field_III
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Katharine Wellman172 a friend of Helen’s came to lunch. She is one of the most important 

and accomplished Arts and Crafts women in U.S.A., weaving, jewelry etc. She is in Philadelphia 

at the U. of Pa. 

Ordered photos of my portrait of Helen173 painted some years ago as I am invited to show 

with the portrait society ex. The catalogue goes to press Wednesday. J. Willet’s has the negative. 

 

January 30, 1945 Helen got away early this A.M. to substitute at the school for a sick teacher. I 

miss her a lot when she’s away. 

Auction benefit of New Masses asks for a painting on a 50% basis. I entered a sketch 

Nude “Posing” 16 x 20174 to be sold for not less than 75.00175 

 

January 31, 1945 Helen went to the dentist in P.M. 

In the evening 6.30 to Walter and Magda Pach’s at the old artists’ Rookery 3 Washington 

Sq. I feel a little nostalgic mood when I go near Washington Square for my studio in Judson 

Hotel Annex on the S. side now taken over by New York University was just perfect and I 

painted some of my best nudes there. Began underpainting and still practice that method but not 

much progress these days. 

 
172 Cannot find information about her. 

173 Possibly Helen, Yellow Dress (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 988 

174 Nude Posing (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 761 

175 It was successfully auctioned (Elzea 2, p. 282) 
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We met a friend of Walter’s also a Col. City of N.Y. man name M. Robert176 I think it 

was. 

Walter was very entertaining and full of Art information. It is a pity that he is not director 

of a Museum. He showed us a head of a Negress that he has painted, good in design[?] and 

drawing, one of the best things he has done. Magda wants a painting for auction benefit of 

Children’s Play School Assoc. 50% basis to the artist. I think I’ll have to let her face one of the 

small nudes. 

Entered for ((New Masses Art Auction “Posing” Nude sketch 75.00 upset price, artists to 

get ½. Collect February 7-8-9 

 

February 1, 1945 Helen at the dentist’s again. 

I am disgusted with my poor attempts at painting over a nude.  

Marvin Small we met him the other evening brought by Gertrude and Arthur Rand, 

phoned that he wanted to buy a small “Nude and frog”177 they had seen here the other evening 

$200.00 

Mrs. Joe Reed wife of my new friend of Santa Fe artist, archeologist biologist—wrote for 

a “Character” recommendation needed for a Competition for Poetry Prize! She’s a dear little girl 

and very intelligent and good wife, but is that stement [sic] sufficient? 

 
176 Unknown. 

177 Nude and Frog (Marvin Small, sold Christie’s 2001), Elzea 1137 
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No entry for February 2. 

 

February 3, 1945 Up town in the evening to a party at the Marvin Small’s on 67th St. They have 

an apartment in an old mansion remodeled with a “terrace” in front, top flor [sic]. 

Most of the guests strangers to us. Some artists. Mr. Baron ((Barron)) who has the A.C.A. 

Galleries. Philip and Judy Evergood. Judy was Dolly’s secretary at Miss A.E. White’s Indian 

Gallery some years ago. She teaches Ballet dancing. Philip has had considerable success lately 

winning prizes, etc. Eliz. Olds178 was there. I don’t think I’ve met her before. She was a favorite 

student of Geo. B. Luks at the A.S.L. and the Luks school afterward in the old gallery on E. 22nd 

St. once the auction Art gallery of The American Art Galleries more than 30 years ago. Little 

Mrs. Small is a beginner at painting. They have been buying some paintings, have an Evergood, 

a Milton Avery179 (which I don’t like) a Burluik [Burliuk]180, Etc. If they go on collecting they’ll 

do better but she’s “rolling her own.” Met Edw. Staloff181 and Mrs. now in commercial 

designing, studied with Harry Wickey182. many introductions soon forgotten. 

 
178 Elizabeth Olds (1896-1991) printmaker, studied under Luks 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Olds)  

179 Milton Avery (1885-1965) Modern painter, inspired by Fauvism 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Avery)  

180 David Davidovich Burliuk (1882-1967) Russian/Ukrainian Neo-Primitivist, Futurist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Burliuk)  

181 Edward Staloff (1893-1989) painter active in New Jersey 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Edward_Staloff/10051298/Edward_Staloff.aspx)  

182 Harry Wickey (1892-1968) etcher and sculptor (https://library.syr.edu/digital/guides/w/wickey_h.htm)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Olds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Avery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Burliuk
http://www.askart.com/artist/Edward_Staloff/10051298/Edward_Staloff.aspx
https://library.syr.edu/digital/guides/w/wickey_h.htm
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February 4, 1945 Working on editing or revising my “Cave Women”183 picture painted 8 or 9 

years ago. I think it is much improved but (like most) will never quite please me 

Dr. Chas. And Mrs. Farr brought Helen’s brother’s young and intelligent wife to differ. 

Brother Hank (Hollon) Farr is a young medico in the Army now in the Pacific Area. She is going 

to study her speciality [sic] at Columbia this winter. A pleasant visit showing some of my unique 

collection of “John Sloans” also Helen’s work which is quietly going on along with caring for 

me and house “duties.” 

 

February 5, 1945 Working on the nude on green covered couch again today184. Helen assisted 

by a short pose, in a different complexion but helpful in directing my work toward realization. 

Our 1st Wedding Anniversary an untroubled happy year. May we hope for many more. 

Chester LaFollette came in at five o’clock to talk nervously (and flightily perhaps) about 

his paintings and look at some of mine. He is a violinist I believe or pianist, but he for a few 

years past has been working at sculpture then painting lately. He is of a temperament French 

perhaps that is a bit of a strain on mine. Too much nervous intensity. 

 

No entries for February 6-7. 

 
183 Cave Women (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 1014 

184 Unsure what painting this is. 
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February 8, 1945 All these days are occupied with efforts at repairing of unsatisfactory work of 

the past few years. 

If I don’t learn how to paint soon—I never will. I’m in my seventy-fourth year! 

Much anxiety of mind resulting in mild digestive disturbances—worrying over the talk I 

must give in Chicago University Hall next Thursday 15th. 

Hangs over me like a murky cloud. I have lost confidence in myself. 

 

February 9, 1945 Helen out shopping slipped and sat down with great suddenness and she’s 

shaken up and rather aching in basement. Being Doctor’s daughter I take her assurance that it 

will pass in good time.  

Frank J. Arriago185 of Hollywood sent on photo of a painting he had acquired supposed to 

be a J.S. 

It looks remotely familiar but it’s pretty weak and sentimental, poorly drawn but it has 

my early signature [signature inserted] and I’m sure I’m guilty. 

Dark haired girl, bare arms, body draped, foliage back ½ length186 

 

 
185 Frank Arriago (1917-1977), Hollywood director and art director 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Arrigo)  

186 Unsure which painting this is. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Arrigo
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February 10, 1945 Call on phone and visit from Southern couple Whelshel187 who plan art 

gallery with “Sales” for Atlanta, Ga. Dreamers with no real judgement of pictures. She’s a 

purchasing agent in N.Y. Sent them to Kruashaar’s. Helen warned Antoinette of their coming. 

Helen took a small nude study to Magda Pach for auction Benefit of Play School Assoc. 

“The Model’s Cigarette”188 upset price 125 (250) 

Mrs. Marvin Small brought some of her own paintings for my criticism. She’s a beginner 

at a juvenile and imitative stage but seems to be in earnest. I delivered to her the little painting 

“Nude and Frog” which they paid for. 

 

February 11, 1945 Helen and I took a walk this morning. Along 6th Ave. the breadth of that 

street very noticeable since the removal of the Elevated structure. No changes in the building yet 

on acc. of the World War. A dreary slochy (??)) [sic] mess with run down shops and 4 story or 5 

fronts especially dismal on the Sunday. We stopped a minute in the street door of 165 E. 23 

where Dolly and I lived 5 or 6 years 1905— 

The fresh tho’ damp air outdoors made me feel better when I returned. 

 

February 12, 1945 16 x 20 “Sketch of Nude” seated with blue and white spotted cloth on lap 

sent to “Masses” ((New Masses)) benefit auction 75.00 upset. Artist to get ½ took a receipt from 

the girl who came for it. 
 

187 Unknown. 

188 The Model’s Cigarette (unknown owner), Elzea 1154 
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Working on small squarish panel nude started in Santa Fe last winter. Improved it. A 

rather good one!189 

Dr. and Mrs. Farr came to present s with “J. Thurber’s Carnival”190 a book of great 

gleefulness. An inventive humorous mind. 

 

February 13, 1945 Helen in [sic?] busy getting things bready to entrain for Chicago at 6.30 P.M. 

Notice from Sec. Soc. Ind. Artists F. Buchholz of meeting of directors for Sunday next. 

First we have heard of it! altho’ J.S. is President! 

We are off for Chicago. The weather which has been fair for three days past has turned 

snowing, a good layer over the city tho’ the temperature is above 32° We are in for a damp trip. 

A very trying experience leaving the Chelsea. With four pieces of luggage through slush 

and sleet we had no success in search for a taxicab. We had allowed an hour but wasted ½ trying 

for cab. Then in desperation we took 7th Ave. Subway the time 6 o’clock now. The Rush Hour 

was on. We struggled to the N.Y. Central by the “shuttle” train and were exhausted on reaching 

the train. But we got it! 

 

February 14, 1945 As Helen provided ample supplies for our journey and breakfasts at Int. 

House we were quite at rest on eating affairs. Our suit the “Guest Suite” is on second floor away 

 
189 Unsure which painting this is. 

190 James Grover Thurber (1894-1961) humorist, known for cartoons/stories in The New Yorker, wrote 
“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Thurber)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Thurber
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from other apartments. Entrance though a very spacious Salon most comfortably furnished, 3 

Victrolas and a Radio cabinet, lounges, easy chairs etc. 

It was not being used so we were privileged to use it. 

Frances Strain Biesel met us. Our train arrived 2.30 P.M. in Chicago 2 hours late. By taxi 

to International House in the Chicago University group of Gothic buildings North of The 

Midway park. 

We began to rest up and needed it. 

No social contacts. 

 

February 15, 1945 I just rested in bed most of day. Helen kept guard over my recuperation and 

worries over my “talk” for the evening. 

We dined at the house of Prof. Middeldorf191, his wife a large and very charmingly 

feminine girl who is carrying an addition to the family. She’s a good cook. Middeldorf seems to 

hold my ideas in great esteem. 

The Evening and my talk at the Hall of Chicago University went over with perfect 

success. My unpedantic approach and playful seriousness was a success. It usually has been in 

the past. Helen made rather complete notes of my remarks in her personal shorthand. 

To bed at International House of the University quite happy that the strain was over. 

 
191 Ulrich [Alexander] Middledorf (1901-1983) art historian and professor at the University of Chicago 
(https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/middeldorfu.htm)  

https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/middeldorfu.htm
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February 16, 1945 The Exhibition of a complete set of J.S. etchings opens this afternoon at 

Univ. Chic. 

I spoke informally to a group of young students of the Art Dept. and seemed to hold their 

interest for an hour. 

We dined at Univ. with a group of Members of Univ.----about 20. No speeches! 

In the evening the formal opening of the Etching Ex. 

Helen and I went through the tiring job of talking to many people. Mr. Cecil Smith192 of 

the Dept. of Music is a helpful element. Many of the ladies were hard for me to chit chat with but 

by sitting down toward the end of the evening I was able to survive. 

Frances Strain (Biesel) has done a fine job presenting the Ex. Some hung on walls and 

beneath them a sloping shelf holds others. Each one has a comment by the artist, a successfully 

interesting scheme. 

 

February 17, 1945 Yesterday though tired I called with Helen on Chas. Biesel193 who’s older 

than I and lives in a place on 57th St. Chic. where he has been for 22 years. His eyes are failing, 

 
192 Cecil Smith, UChicago music instructor and music critic, was forced out in 1946 due to allegations of 
homosexual behavior (https://www.lib.uchicago.edu/collex/exhibits/closetedout-quadrangles-history-
lgbtq-life-university-chicago/cecil-smith-and-paul-goodman/)  

193 Charles Biesel (1865-1945), father-in-law of Frances 
(http://www.chicagomodern.org/artists/charles_biesel/)  

https://www.lib.uchicago.edu/collex/exhibits/closetedout-quadrangles-history-lgbtq-life-university-chicago/cecil-smith-and-paul-goodman/
https://www.lib.uchicago.edu/collex/exhibits/closetedout-quadrangles-history-lgbtq-life-university-chicago/cecil-smith-and-paul-goodman/
http://www.chicagomodern.org/artists/charles_biesel/
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he can see only by looking at an angle at his subject and painting at an angle with his face very 

close to his canvas. His paintings have more vigor than those he did when eyes were good. 

Frances and Fred Biesel194 called for and secured a taxi to take us to LaSalle Station. We 

met Mae Larsen there and at last we boarded our train found our Compartment [sic] and really 

relaxed with a few very welcome drinks of good whiskey. 

 

Feb 18, 1945 We have not been through the nuisances connected with dining on train thanks to 

Helen’s carefully schemed supplies which we carried along. 

We arrived in New York and being Sunday and no traffic the streets looked restful, the 

sun shining a welcome. 

Buchholz, Sec. Society Ind. Artists has called a meeting of Directors for afternoon. I was 

too tired and stayed in bed. 

 

No entry for February 19. 

 

February 20, 1945 Working on linear texture for a little nude with Crimson Curtain195 back. 

These small scale experiments in linear realization afford a more simple technical problem. 

 
194 Fred Biesel (1893-1954), painter, husband of Frances 
(http://www.chicagomodern.org/artists/fred_biesel/)  

195 Possibly Nude in Profile, Red Curtain (John Adams Fund) Elzea 1155 

http://www.chicagomodern.org/artists/fred_biesel/
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Starting with tempera monochrome, glazing with varnish-oil—until I get an ordinarily finished 

flesh. It is surprising the increase of realization that occurs as soon as the linear surface is applied 

in positive lines and, of acc. of the small areas, even dots to the work. 

 

February 21, 1945 Up early to Dr. Roman the Dentist where he removed a nerve that’s been 

troubling me. 

Wrote to Conway Real Estate to have roof patched by Mike Maes, Santa Fe house. 

Cecil (Spike) Bell and Agatha B. with Lee Jackson196 came in after dinner and we have a 

good evening talking shop. 

Jackson has just sold a painting to the Metropolitan Museum. He usually paints city 

subjects, often horses are featured. The one honored by Met. purchase “St. Patrick’s Day” Parade 

The Whitney Museum bought a Cecil Bell from recent ex. there. 

Lee Jackson presented us with a splendid book of Repros. (in black and white) of 

paintings by Daumier. 

 

February 2, 1945 Zoltan Hecht197 called to ask my sponsorship for Artist Associates. Embers 

put in a painting, get stock. They have just incorporated. 

 
196 Lee Jackson (1909-2002), painter, studied at Art Students League 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2002/03/07/arts/lee-jackson-93-painter-of-new-york-city.html?mcubz=0)  

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/03/07/arts/lee-jackson-93-painter-of-new-york-city.html?mcubz=0
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Miss Woodlock model came to see us. Gave her appointments. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Marshall198 of Connecticut came in 9 o’clock. An amusing evening. 

He is one of the diners at Petitpas in the old days with J.B. Yeats. He has pleasant Scotch accent, 

has been minerologist [sic]. Caroline has been happy at painting for some five years. They have a 

home rather remote in Conn. Have adopted many years ago two girls, now in school, adopted 

while babies. Marshalls are rather timid about my line textured nudes. 

 

No entry for February 23. 

 

February 24, 1945 This is a fortunate day for me J.S. Helen was born 34 years ago. 

Dr. Farr and Helen’s mother also Helen, came to dinner laden with gifts, some bottled. 

We had a nice family evening together but a phone call warned us that we were to have Gertrude 

the hairdresser and her husband Arthur Rand—The Rand’s had his daughter by former marriage, 

a very intelligent little miss of 9 years Anne Rand. Not timid nor too forward but she was a good 

sample of the coming generation. what a world task lies ahead of them. Hope they do better than 

their forebears. 

 

February 25, 1945 Helen went to a meeting at Modern Museum. 

 
197 Zoltan Hecht (1890-1969) Hungarian-American textile artist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoltan_Hecht)  

198 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoltan_Hecht
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We both were painting in the afternoon when interrupted by a director of S.I.A. who had 

mistaken the date of our meeting. Meyerowitz199 is a serious dependable and honest artist. We let 

him come in and talked over the chances of an Independent Ex. for this spring which seem rather 

poor—as our secretary Buchholz does not want to serve again. 

 

February 26, 1945 J.S. up to the dentist and devoted about to 2 hours to 10 minutes of prof. 

services there on acc. of a blown fuse and no lights, a period of waiting—still no light, and so 

home. 

Helen came back from Diathermy treatment at Dr. Farr’s office. Since her sit down strike 

on Feb 9th she has had trouble with tip of spine and has had several treatments and is improving 

slowly. 

In late afternoon our layer Mr. Aronberg who was in Harry Weinburger’s office for 

several years, came in with a blonde young lady and we spoke to him in relation to J.S. Will. 

It is an unpleasant subject which bubs up now and then but since there is a will (We are 

not satisfied with) we have a way of putting the matter aside and happiness returns. 

 

February 27, 1945 Painting on my “nude on green”200. It’s hard going. 

 
199 William Meyerowitz (1893-1981), painter and etcher, largely of Jewish subjects 
(https://americanart.si.edu/artist/william-meyerowitz-3302)  

200 Possibly Nude, Green Droped High Stool (Pierce Galleries) Elzea 1153 

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/william-meyerowitz-3302


90 
 

Went up to Chas. S. White’s201 to see whether I could get some of the prints from a 

number of etched plates. He worked all afternoon and I came away with 18 proofs. 

 

February 28, 1945 Wrote Hubert Ropp202, Dean of Art School Chicago Inst. declining request 

that I talk June 8th at graduation exercises. 

Working on nude on green. 

Up to Dr. Roman and he finished one filling of nerve removal and restored another. 

By Helen on her way to have another diathermy of the bump she got slipping on ice, 

mailed 15 etchings to Chicago University Ex. where these sales have been made. 

 

March 1, 1945 Helen substituted in P.M. at Bamford School. 

At 4.45 I met her at 57th St. 7th Ave. old and ornate Apartment house “Osborne” where 

we had been invited by Mary Fanton Roberts. The hostess was an elderly small Mrs. 

Whitehouse203 a well known singer of some years ago.  

We found a large company of people, many in the musical world. A few I met and talked 

to. John ? Barber [sic] architect who said he was one of the group who attended Shinn’s parties 

in Waverly Place back in 1907 etc. His wife was a pleasant lady with dark circles round her eyes. 
 

201 Charles S. White, printer (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/charles-s-white-6080)  

202 Hubert Ropp (1894-1973) artist and educator, Dean of SAIC from 1942-1959 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Hubert_Ropp/134511/Hubert_Ropp.aspx)  

203 Unsure of who this is. 

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/charles-s-white-6080
http://www.askart.com/artist/Hubert_Ropp/134511/Hubert_Ropp.aspx
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Edith Glackens who has just returned from West Coast seeing her son Ira who expects to 

be released from Military Service soon. 

 

March 2, 1945 Helen went uptown for another baking treatment and to go to the loan collection 

at the Met. Mus. to get pictures to illustrate her talk in Queens on Monday. 

Helen Shelley204 Publicity, called in re “Hall of Art”. I told her that she might better avoid 

Max’s wiles. 

 

March 3, 1945 Miss Bettina Woodlock posed for us this afternoon and we started tempera 

underpaintings, J.S. so rusty in drawing didn’t get much of a start. Helen on contrary has a panel 

16 x 20 which promises well. 

I am always telling others to draw constantly. Why don’t I follow my own advice? 

Walter and Magda Pach called 5 P.M. We enjoyed an hour’s chat with them. 

 

March 4, 1945 Exhibition of drawings and paintings opens this P.M. but we could not attend. I 

have sent a painting to be sold benefit “New Masses”205 

 
204 Helen Shelley is associated with the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum from when it was the Museum 
of Non-Objective Painting (https://www.guggenheim.org/finding-aids/series/2-administration-2)  

205 Unsure which painting this is. 

https://www.guggenheim.org/finding-aids/series/2-administration-2
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This afternoon Directors Soc. Independ. Artists, a meeting at our studio. I am reelected 

President, Helen in as recording sec. again. 

Stewart Klonis206 Pres. of Art Students League was made Secretary and this we believe 

will put the show over in good shape. He hopes to get the large gallery of the A.S.L. for ex. next 

November. 

Helen and I were asked to arrange for a testimonial dinner to Buchholz at Petitpas 

Restaurant 29 St. Mch. 17 

The Treasury of the S.I.A. is solvent this year. No deficit. 

 

March 5, 1945 Helen up early to substitue [sic] for teacher at the Nightingale Bamford school in 

morning. 

Edward Hopper207 and Josephine came in to talk of the plight of Mary Caroline Davies208 

the poet, very ill and very poor. A grant from the Am. Institute of Arts & Letters but it is doled 

out by two women and at a rate so slow as to keep her from proper care and hospitalization and 

surgical help. 

 
206 Stewart Klonis (1901/1902-1989) president of Art Students League, painter, educator 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1989/12/19/obituaries/stewart-klonis-is-dead-at-86-directed-the-art-students-
league.html?mcubz=0)  

207 Edward Hopper (1882-1967), Josephine Hopper (1883-1968) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephine_Hopper)  

208 Mary Caroline Davies (dates unknown), poet (https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/mary-carolyn-
davies)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1989/12/19/obituaries/stewart-klonis-is-dead-at-86-directed-the-art-students-league.html?mcubz=0
http://www.nytimes.com/1989/12/19/obituaries/stewart-klonis-is-dead-at-86-directed-the-art-students-league.html?mcubz=0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephine_Hopper
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/mary-carolyn-davies
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/mary-carolyn-davies
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In the evening we went (Helen and I) to Petitpas Restaurant to see Nick the Proprietor to 

arrange for the S.I.A. directors dinner to Fred Buchholz. Nick treated us to dinner with Cocktails, 

Wine and Benedictine and he made a great fuss over “John”—that’s me. 

We left in time to walk to the Long Island R.R. Station in the Penn. Station where Helen 

took train to Queens where she is to talk to a group of ladies. 

 

March 6, 1945 Helen substituted at the School all day. 

I am recoating with linear texture a painting of three or four years back. Girl undressing 

turn in wall to right, blue stuffed chair with dark red robe.209 

It is improving under the super glaze texture of the lines. 

 

March 7, 1945 A touch of “flu” gave me a set back [sic] today but after pulls which Helen had 

on hand and many hours in bed I felt better Thursday. (Wed.) 

 

No entry for March 8. 

 

March 9, 1945 To dinner with Edith Glackens widow of W.G. Mary Roberts there, both rather 

old in feelings I think and can’t help a warm youthful pleasure in contrasting my fate thanks to 
 

209 Possibly Girl in Blue and Crimson (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1038? Number is not in TMS. Description 
of the composition is a possible match. 
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dear Helen. Edith has plenty of money and has a beautiful living apartment saved for herself out 

of a whole house. She has rented the other floors. An East Indian publisher quite young, one of 

her tenants “Peter”210 she calls him. Interested us in his criticisms of British Rule. 

Salt dried Codfish a poor dinner. We were all amused at it. I had spoken of liking fresh 

cod steak. 

we [sic] presented her with etching from the Paul deKock Volumes we picked up and she 

was very happy. 

 

March 10, 1945 We had Bettina Woodlock to pose for us again today. Helen is getting much 

better results than J.S. 

Helen stopped in at White’s and he had printed about 100 proofs from the plates he’s had 

for 9 months. 

 

March 11, 1945 Helen and I painted again this P.M. 

(Auction A.C.A.) 

Sent in an Estimated Income for 1945! As things don’t look very promising I made a 

much lower guess than last year. Etchings sales in Chicago are very good some 30 prints sold—

but prospects for Sales of Paintings don’t look very bright. 

 
210 Unknown. 
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But then there have been Sales. 

 

March 12, 1945 Helen substituted at the School all day. 

We had a nice social evening with Dr. Farr and Mrs., Dr. Roper and Mrs. [left blank] at 

dinner at Colony Club. A very good dinner in very refined and comfortable surroundings. 

Exclusive I think. 

Dr. Roper is a humorous capable doctor, very anti Roosevelt as is Dr. Farr (my father in 

law) Probably every member of that Colony Club is among those who are going to prevent the 

War Ending in anything like a real Peace 

 

March 13, 1945 I went up to the dentist and in a short time he let me go as finished for the 

present! A pleasant consciousness of no teeth to give me trouble for some time to come? 

Waiting in crowd to cross 5th Ave. at 42nd St. I was greeted by F. Lewis211 a character of 

Greenwich Village 30 years or so ago. Friend of “Woe” Gertrude Drick212, Gertrude Smith213. He 

lived at Petitpas for a time while J.B. Yeats was there. He’s evidently straightened up 

eccentricities of that day. 

 
211 Unknown. 

212 Gertrude Drick (dates unknown) artist, attempted to declare Greenwich Village’s independence 
(http://www.washingtonsquareparkblog.com/2016/01/23/99-years-ago-today-arch-conspirators-declare-
free-independent-republic-washington-square/)  

213 Unknown. 

http://www.washingtonsquareparkblog.com/2016/01/23/99-years-ago-today-arch-conspirators-declare-free-independent-republic-washington-square/
http://www.washingtonsquareparkblog.com/2016/01/23/99-years-ago-today-arch-conspirators-declare-free-independent-republic-washington-square/
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Bill Bomar the tall bearded young fellow from Texas moved into the Chelsea today. They 

had promised him a 10th floor studio but all they gave him “temporarily” was apt. on 2nd fl. 

 

March 14, 1945 I worked on the picture Suzanne (and the ElderBBerries [sic])214 

Stewart Klonis President of the Board of Art Stud. League came to supper. We talked 

over his new additional job of Secretary of the Soc. Independent Artists. 

Prospects for Ex. this year are rather poor. A place will be hard to find sufficiently large 

for an Indep. Ex. 

 

No entry for March 15. 

 

March 16, 1945 The Mr. Stone215 in Boston to whom we sent 9 etchings at suggestion of his 

sister in Chicago, sent check for one of them and is returning the others. $30.00 

 

March 17, 1945 A stout and confident lady photographer phoned and came to snap “J.S.” Some 

clash at the start as she wanted me to go out in front of “Chelsea” (raining) 

 
214 Suzanna and the Elders (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1148 

215 Unknown. 
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The Directors Dinner for Fred Buchholz was a great success. 40 attended and “Nick” 

gave us a very savory repast. 

About everyone was called upon to make a speech and few refused. Such an affair seems 

to stir up spirit to go on with the good work on the Independent Ex.  

W. Pach, Brennan216, J.S. Dr. Goldwater217, Helen and several others spoke. 40 guests @ 

1.50 Nick of Petitpas very happy. 

Miss Woodlock. 

 

March 18, 1945 Helen and J.S. draw from Miss Woodlock and J.S. certainly needs the practice 

in drawing. 

 

March 19, 1945 Bill Bomar has moved into studio across the hall. We had him come in for 

Dinner. Afterward went over to his place and he showed us his work, very “modern” but right 

good. Amazing control of hand for he is a spastic from birth. Good color sense and his things 

relate to music in composition and color. 

 

 
216 Lawrence F. Brennan (1903-1982), painter (https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/lawrence-f-brennan-
papers-6802)  

217 Robert Goldwater (1907-1973) historian of African art, husband of Louise Bourgeois 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Goldwater)  

https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/lawrence-f-brennan-papers-6802
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/lawrence-f-brennan-papers-6802
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Goldwater
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March 20, 1945 Helen and I are painting each day this week our model, a nice Finnish 

American girl Miss Eilo [sp?], or something. 

 

March 21, 1945 Bill B. evening. 

 

No entries for March 22-24. 

 

March 25, 1945 To tea on Wash. Square with Mr. and Mrs. Werner Boecklin, grand nephew of 

the painter218. She is a teacher at the Nightingale – B school where Helen taught. He’s nearly my 

age, has painted some. Now an engineer. 

Washington Sq. looks good to me and brought back years when I had studio in Judson 

Annex 53 Wash. Sq. 

Over to Bill B. on our return from tea. A sort of house warming part of young folks with 

plenty of drinks, some dancing “necking” and a good time. Met a young commercial artist 

named Abner… ((Dean))219 who has some hope of going into higher art. 

I gave vent to my old song “Sixpence” in the version of my Mother 70 years ago. 

Helen and I had a good time altho’ in my case great disparity of age! 
 

218 Arnold Boecklin (1827-1901), Swiss Symbolist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnold_B%C3%B6cklin)  

219 Abner Dean (1910-1982) cartoonist who specialized in allegorical or surrealist imagery 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abner_Dean)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnold_B%C3%B6cklin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abner_Dean
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March 26, 1945 We painted from Miss Eilo220 again but as far as J.S. is concerned very futile 

efforts. 

Two of the Beauty Parlor Sisters Lilly (Quanchi) Cohn221 and Helen C. came to dinner 

with us. Helen S. cooked a tongue, very good and we had rather foolish conversation until 12 

P.M. They had given us quite a dinner last spring. And they really are a good deal of fun. 

 

March 27, 1945 Miss Eilo disappointed us this A.M. and we were glad as I was in bed. J. S. not 

up till 3 P.M. as Helen thought I’d be better of a touch of sore throat if I rested. Feeling much 

better I got up at 3 P.M. 

 

No entries for March 28-29. 

 

March 30, 1945 We worked from Miss Eilo again today. 

HFS mailed duplicate order to Chicago ((etchings)) 

Louise Cameron222 called. 

 
220 Gladys May Eilo (1921-2013), model 
(http://www.caldwellsmortuary.com/fh/obituaries/obituary.cfm?o_id=2098331&fh_id=12311)  

221 Lillian, Gertrude, and Helen Cohn were “Les Soeurs.” Friends of the Sloans. 

222 Louise Wells Cameron?  

http://www.caldwellsmortuary.com/fh/obituaries/obituary.cfm?o_id=2098331&fh_id=12311
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March 31, 1945 To Mrs. Glackens’ for tea to meet a Lady Roberts223 with Mrs. Roberts (Mary) 

Luois [sic] Anspacher224 and Mrs. A Col? Emerson225 [sic] elderly writer who said he’d met me 

years before. A daughter of Arnold Friedman226 (Mrs. Beck) Beck227 has been a dancer.  

Helen came in later. She had been to the opening of Portrait show up town. She said my 

portrait of her looked good in mixed company. 

 

April 1, 1945 Walked down to Hamlin’s for cocktails. Robert Wahn228 was there returned from 

Canada, old friend of Hamlins. His wife is in hospital here. We used often to meet them at 

Hamlin’s. We had a pleasant visit. Elizabeth is not very well. 

 

April 2, 1945 We painted from Miss Eilo again this afternoon. 

A party in the evning [sic] with the Ernest Geyers ((Geier)), G.O. Hamlin and Eliz. 

perked us up. Chinese dinner plenty of cocktails and wine. Meierhans229 a textile designer and 

 
223 Unknown. 

224 Louis Anspacher (1878-1947) poet and playwright 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_K._Anspacher)  

225 Unknown. 

226 Arnold Friedman (1879-1946) American Modernist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnold_Friedman)  

227 Unknown. 

228 Possibly the writer Robert Graham Wahn (dates unknown)? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_K._Anspacher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnold_Friedman
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painter who studied with me at the League 25 years ago. Also present a Mr. Mason230 whom I 

remember as friend of R. Davey and Frank… [handwritten: Osborne]231 (who bought my 

painting of “Eagle Dancers”232) 

A very enjoyable evening. 

 

April 3, 1945 Mr. Aronberg our lawyer brought in a Mr. Choen233 to look at paintings, perhaps 

purchase. He likes my old portraits and particularly “Girl in Russian Hat”234. Said he’d decide in 

a day. Price $1200.00 

 

April 4, 1945 Helen and I worked from Miss Eilo. I blundering as is my present custom. 

Gwen Lux235 friend in past days of Ed. Holger Cahill236, came in to see me. My memory 

didn’t work but she had the details of years at the Judson. She’s a sculptor and teacher. 

 
229 Joseph Meierhans (1890-1981), painter and textile artist (https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/joseph-
meierhans-papers-9043) 

230 Possibly Frank Herbert Mason (1921-2009) who studied at the Art Students League 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Herbert_Mason)  

231 Possibly Frank Osborn (1887-1948) American landscape painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Frank_Calvin_Osborn/117718/Frank_Calvin_Osborn.aspx)  

232 The Eagles (Frank C. Osborne), Elzea 599 

233 Possibly a misspelling of “Cohen.” 

234 Unsure what painting this is. 

235 Gwen Lux (1908-1987), sculptor (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gwen_Lux)  

https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/joseph-meierhans-papers-9043
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/joseph-meierhans-papers-9043
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Herbert_Mason
http://www.askart.com/artist/Frank_Calvin_Osborn/117718/Frank_Calvin_Osborn.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gwen_Lux
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April 5, 1945 A.S.L. Lecture ((J.S.?)) [sic] 

 

April 6, 1945 Am. Brit. Art Center 6,7,8 Play School Ass. Ex. [sic] 

Helen went up to Hall of Art. Told them to return all upper price J.S. paintings and again 

notified them to stop using my name in advertising their stuff, which is now settled down to 

rotten work only. 

Philip Evergood phones asking me to join sponsors for collecting funds for purchase of 

prints by Henry Glintenkamp237 who is very seriously ill and penniless. 

Los Angeles Museum of Science and Art 238sent check 100 ((200?)) [sic] for drawing 

from ex. there “Furs on the East Side” 

 

No entry for April 7. 

 

 
236 Edgar Holger Cahill (1887-1960) curator, director of WPA 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holger_Cahill) 

237 Henry Glintenkamp (1887-1946) sculptor, painter, student of Henri 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/henry-glintenkamp-papers-8299) 

238 Now the Natural History Museum, Los Angeles (https://nhm.org/site/explore-exhibits/special-
exhibits/pacific-standard-time)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holger_Cahill
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/henry-glintenkamp-papers-8299
https://nhm.org/site/explore-exhibits/special-exhibits/pacific-standard-time
https://nhm.org/site/explore-exhibits/special-exhibits/pacific-standard-time
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April 8, 1945 Up to lunch with the family. A very good steak the best I’ve tasted for a long time. 

War condition Rationing and the Black Market. Dr. and Mrs. Mosenthal old friends of Dr. Farr 

came in. 

We made a short tour through the park where the beautiful spring day brought out 

delicate green leaves and throngs of gay people. Little evidence of War altho’ girls with Soldiers 

were plenty, some using the old time victorias [sic] 

Cocktails with Chester LaFolette next door studio to ours in the Chelsea. He showed 

some of his paintings. I think them of some promise, slipping out of the beginner’s class, I think. 

 

April 9, 1945 We painted from Miss Eilo again. I am in a black slump in my work. All that I’ve 

done in the past rises up to stagger me. I seem to have forgotten all my ways of working. Of 

course I’m referring to the nudes from 1928 to 36 or thereabout. 

In the evening to the refined and dignified precincts of the Knickerbocker Club. A dinner 

of the Amer. Institute of Arts & Letters. A quite full attendance compared to other dinners I’ve 

attended. 

A Musical Dept. member Mr. – Moore gave a very entertaining talk on Americans in 

music today. He held our interest splendidly. ((Douglas Moore))239 

 

 
239 Douglas Stuart Moore (1893-1969) composer, music faculty at Columbia University 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Moore)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Moore
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April 10, 1945 This morning we painted from the model again and speaking for myself I messed 

in an awful way. It’s senility I’m afraid. 

 

April 11, 1945 According to previous arrangement Miss Walker240 who make silk screen records 

from old “Santo” paintings on hides. Met her in Santa Fe last summer—brought in a dozen 

teachers of Art from Mt. Vernon N.Y. public schools. 

I showed my pictures (a few) and talked some of my pet theories. 

Upon coming upon a copy of “Gist of Art” they bought 5 copies [of] the new edition. 

 

April 12, 1945 Franklin D. Roosevelt died suddenly of cerebral hemmorhage [sic] this 

afternoon. A terrible shock to the country. 

He embodied the hopes of the plain people of the world—for peace and “freedom from 

want and fear” 

Will the reactionaries of the world (fascist minded unknowingly) get the upper hand 

now? Or was F.D.R. an expression of an undercurrent running through all the world? I hope so. 

Harry Truman is now president. 

The Radio has taken off almost all commercial programs and is devoting all its time to 

the National Tragedy of the death of F.D.R. 

 
240 Unknown. 
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April 13, 1945 All Radio broadcasts are of Memorial F.D.R. nature and also the news of the War 

which is very promising of Victory ere long. 

Radio is doing a very moving thing today. The passing of the train bearing the President’s 

body through towns cities villages on the route from Warm Springs Georgia is being sent 

broadcast. The sounds of the waiting people and the approaching train—the puffing of the engine 

the clanging bells of 2 engines and 12 cars with the bier of F.D.R. in the last car. 

Helen to see her friend Mrs. Yost241 an actress friend. 

Pochapin of Hall of Art sent back several of my paintings, higher priced ones. I’m glad to 

have them back. His place has utterly degenerated into salable “pot boilers.” 

 

April 14, 1945 Helen went to the ticket office of N.Y. Central and Santa Fe to order our tickets 

for a month from now (as is the difficult rule during the War) 

The dinner to Klonis at the Sherry Netherlands is postponed on acc. F.D.R.’s death. 

 

April 15, 1945 A memorable trip to Germantown to see my Sister Marianna living lonely in her 

house surrounded by her pictures and our family furniture (what’s left of it!) 

 
241 Possibly Norma Yost? (http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0949138/)  

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0949138/
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A friend and customer of her Bookstore on Germ’t Ave. named Mr. Harvey, Jr242. who is 

a collector of books and prints, came in to meet us. A nice person and made the visit less 

“family”. Cousin Eleanor Sloan came in too. Looking gray but still cheerful in her “middle age”. 

 

April 16, 1945 P. Vagis sculptor243 called. He has some photos of his later work. Very good I 

think. We were entertained talking with him for four hours. 

 

No entry for April 17. 

 

April 18, 1945 I took some photos of Vagis sculpt. down to show them to W. Pach on 

Washington Square and enlist his interest in V. as a candidate for the Schilling Fund of which he, 

Hamlin244 and I are committee of selection. 

After dinner at home we had an interesting evening with Mr. and Mrs. Boecklin she is a 

teacher at the Nightingale-Bamford school245 [sic]. Two other of the N.B. School staff came in. 

Miss Hill a fine sensitive emotional girl who is head of the lower grades and Helen tells me very 

 
242 Possibly related to (or is) Thomas Harvey? 

243 Polygnotos (George) Vagis (1894-1965) Greek sculptor 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Polygnotos_George_Vagis/10055202/Polygnotos_George_Vagis.aspx)  

244 Talbot Hamlin (1889-1956) architect, writer, educator (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talbot_Hamlin)  

245 Nightingale-Bamford School was founded 1920. All-female college preparatory school 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nightingale-Bamford_School)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Polygnotos_George_Vagis/10055202/Polygnotos_George_Vagis.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talbot_Hamlin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nightingale-Bamford_School
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competent and with many years of experience. Another English girl Miss Vicary246 small and 

delicate black hair and quiet, also teaches in N.B. school. 

I thought Boecklin was rather puzzled by my painting of the recent 15 years. He is 

grandson ((grand nephew)) of Arnold Boecklin—enough said! 

 

April 19, 1945 Helen and I painted from Miss Woodlock. She is so nice and obliging and works 

at posing with experience, quite a contrast to our last Miss Eilo!  

But I’m quite discouraged with my work. So feeble is my hand so fuddled my mind. 

 

April 20, 1945 Miss Woodlock. 

McNulty P.M. late 

 

April 21, 1945 Rested up in morning.  

In the evening a dinner to Klonis pres. of Art Students League. Presentation of 3 boxes 

containing 15 drawings each by teachers and former teachers of the A.S.L. I was toastmaster and 

I had a pretty good time and seemed to please the diners about 50. A few women. 

Introduced James J. Sweeney247 curator paintings at Modern Mus. Played with the M.M. 

as a power in Art which it is. Exhibiting the sometimes weird products of Abstracts etc. Mr. 
 

246 Aline Vicary taught at NSB from 1935-1973 (see p. 9 
https://www.nightingale.org/uploaded/About/Publications/bd_11spring.pdf)  

https://www.nightingale.org/uploaded/About/Publications/bd_11spring.pdf
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Barr248 of the M.M. there too. Alfred Frankfurter249 of Art News a “trade paper” of the dealers 

which he has pretty well disguised in a sort of halo of scholarship—was a speaker. Wm. Zorach 

Sculptor also. 

Frank V. DuMond250, 80 years with an attack of nosebleed, also spoke well. Klonis has 

for 12 years on the Board steered the A.S.L. through the [missing] of the Art Soc. A.S.L. 

Academy, Architectural League ((Sherry Netherlands))251 

 

April 22, 1945 Dr. Chas. and Helen’s mother Farr and Uncle Hollon came to lunch with us. 

We went up to w. 74th St (?) [sic] to dinner with Harry Hering252‘s. A high pressure 

evening. H.H. is so energetic altho’ well of 55 I’m sure. He is painting with fierce energy and 

speed. His palette knife flower pieces have great talent. Mrs. Hering runs an antique shop on 

Lex. Ave! 

 
247 James Johnson Sweeney (1900-1986) curator for MoMA, director of Solomon Guggenheim Museum 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Johnson_Sweeney)  

248 Alfred H Barr Jr (1902-1981), first director of MoMA 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_H._Barr_Jr.)  

249 Alfred Frankfurter (1906-1965), art critic, editor of ArtNews 
(https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/frankfurtera.htm)  

250 Frank V. DuMond (1865-1951) painter and teacher (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_DuMond)  

251 Sherry-Netherland hotel? https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sherry-Netherland  

252 Harry Hering (1887-1967) self-taught painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Harry_Hering/71297/Harry_Hering.aspx)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Johnson_Sweeney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_H._Barr_Jr
https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/frankfurtera.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_DuMond
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sherry-Netherland
http://www.askart.com/artist/Harry_Hering/71297/Harry_Hering.aspx
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Mr. Ambers253 (?) [sic] and Miss Lester254 came in during eve. at H.H.’s Talk of Mexico 

in Art—but H.H. dominated (all in kindness) and brought out some of his work. He has given up 

management of his Photo Engraving Business. 

 

April 23, 1945 Miss Eilo P.M. 

 

April 24, 1945 Miss Eilo 

Mr. Morse255 

 

April 25, 1945 Miss Eilo P.M. 

Mr. Harvey?256 

 

April 26, 1945 Spent half day in bed and cutting down on smoking which makes me feel 

subnormal. 

Miss Eilo P.M. 

 
253 Unknown.  

254 Unknown. 

255 John D. Morse (1906-?) art historian, editor, writer, (https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/john-d-morse-
papers-9066)  

256 Unknown. 

https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/john-d-morse-papers-9066
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/john-d-morse-papers-9066
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Miss Antoinette Kraushaar came to dine with us. After dinner we showed her some of the 

more recent paintings of J.S. she liked a few of the [missing], and said she would send for some 

next week. I told her I’d like her to send any persons interested in current work to see me here at 

the Chelsea. 

I’m sure she has very little liking for my work of last 18 years or so. 

 

April 27, 1945 Still under par probably because I’m cutting down of my pipe smoking [sic]. 

Miss Eilo A.M. 

 

April 28, 1945 Miss Woodlock P.M. 

 

April 29, 1945 Worked with Helen from Miss Woodlock. 

Somewhat encouraging results. 

 

April 30, 1945 With Helen went up to see Dr. Dunnington for an examination of my eyes at 

suggestion of Dr. Eggenhofer of Santa Fe. After 1 ½ hours said an operation might help. Said 

he’d write to Eggenhofer. 
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We went into a gallery of 57th St.257 saw 2 Courbets, 1 Picasso, 1 Matisse, 1 Braque and 

some American works under Modern influence. Interested but surprised and a little shocked that 

big prices are paid. 

Today announced the death by shooting at the orders of the Italian patriots of Ben. 

Mussolini with his lady friend left in the streets of Milan and kicked and spat upon by populace. 

Better so than a trial as a war criminal he loved the spotlight. 

A rumor that A. Hitler is dead! 

 

May 1, 1945 [mistakenly written April 1] England accepts Hitler’s death as a fact. 

Old girl friend of Helen’s about same age called. Dark Irish type black eyes brows and 

lashes Emily Neil her husband in the Navy Pacific. 

Mrs. Farr came in later and when Dr. Chas arrived we went down to dine at the Sea Food 

restaurant here in the Chelsea Hotel. Very good and seems to be doing a big business. 

Met Moses Soyer at the “Little Shrimp”258 restaurant and asked them to come in later to 

see us. They came about 9 o’clock and were much interested in the things I’ve been doing and 

some of the past. M. Soyer is twin of Raphael S. His work has more fine color than R’s who has 

had more success.  

 
257 Possibly Peggy Guggenheim’s Art of This Century gallery at 30 West 57th. 1942-47. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Art_of_This_Century_gallery)  

258 The Little Shrimp was a famous restaurant in the Chelsea Hotel 
(https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2014/10/27/the-little-shrimp/)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Art_of_This_Century_gallery
https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2014/10/27/the-little-shrimp/
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I think Moses is more understanding but they are both good artists and grave and kindly 

little fellows, (both small in stature) very much alike. 

 

May 2, 1945 Pochapin (Hall of Art) writes a formal note of thanks to W. Pach and John Sloan 

and accepts our resignation (all for publicity farewell) 

In the evening I hating [sic] to leave Helen alone (for I am really happy with her at home) 

I went to a dinner of the A. Inst. A. & Letters at Knickerbocker Club. And I enjoyed the 

affair/Names and qualities of proposed members. I put in second for Reg. Marsh259 and a mild 

objection to the “World” illustrator. At the AIAL dinner Dr. Damrosch seemed in a very gay 

mood. I suppose he wanted to show that he was glad that the Hitler Germany is being crushed. 

Some in addressing us referred to the Institute as “this August body” and no one laughed! 

 

No entry for May 3. 

 

May 4, 1945 Miss Woodlock to pose. 

Germany’s Nazi World Rottenness is defeated! 

Only a few pockets of resistance remain. Surrendering by thousands and hundreds of 

thousands. 

 
259 Reginald Marsh (1898-1954) Paris-born American artist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Marsh_(artist))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Marsh_(artist))
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There are too many signs of ill will toward Russia regarding that country with her 

Communism as a Menace! Russia is the only country in the world where no one makes money 

out of War. 

 

May 5, 1945 Pat Quinlan260 came in late afternoon and kept us listening to his Irish data. But 

while he’s full of talk he interests me. We are to see if there might be some job for him in Santa 

fe [sic] as he is having some respiratory trouble and needs to go to a drier climate. 

The Family (Farr) came to supper. “Brud” Helen’s brother is now doing neuro-surgery at 

Okinawa, Japan, and is so busy and is rather discouraged with too much of it! American Forces 

there are having great casualties. 

 

May 6, 1945 We painted from Miss Woodlock and she has decided not to come out to Santa Fe 

for two months as we had proposed—I am glad for I had sort of repented having the idea/[sic] To 

be out there in the hills with Helen alone is wonderful but one more, would only make it boring 

I’m sure. 

 

May 7, 1945 The Cohns and Rands took us to Petitpas for dinner in the evening. Four sisters 

(hairdressers). The dinner wasn’t anything to cheer about but we were merry with American 

wine 

 
260 Patrick L. Quinlan (1883-1948) Irish-American union activist and worker’s advocate 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_L._Quinlan)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_L._Quinlan
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For Getting 

I’m for getting you 

You’re for getting me 

 

May 8, 1945 Victory in Europe! Officially declared today announced on the Radio by Pres. 

Truman Churchill and others. British commander was the most earnest and alive and energetic. 

And old friend of the Farr’s Mrs. Abercrombie261 who studied art years ago at the League 

when Helen’s mother was going the same, to tea with us this P.M. 

Helen took instructions and data to our lawyer Mr. Aronberg. He is to re-write my last 

Will and Testament—I have decided to leave everything to Helen and cancel the old Will which 

put the greater part of all my possessions in the hands of the Santa Fe Museum School. 

 

May 9, 1945 (Zinn, frames. Roth. Agatha.) 

Jos. Foster262 of the “New Masses” came in to select “Girl in Chinese Jacket”263 to exhibit 

in Hollywood. Net to me $400. He liked things of Helen’s and invited a couple, if she wants to 

 
261 Perhaps Gertrude Abercrombie (1909-1977), Chicago-based painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Abercrombie)  

262 Joseph Foster (dates??) writer for the New Masses 

263 Possibly Girl in Chinese Blouse (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 986 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Abercrombie
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send them. I let him have a photo of “Moveys Five Cents”264 [sic] the old painting to show 

possible buyers in Hollywood. 

Why shouldn’t Germany defeated in War become the great Craftsman Nation? Printing, 

Bookbinding, Paints, Canvas, Weaving, Brush making and all other handmade perfections. 

Let the rest of the big countries go in for Machine made articles as they will with 

Capitalist owners. They will crave the hand made good and Germans could be a great World 

Trade. 

 

May 10, 1945 Helen busy attending to matters connected with our going to Santa Fe next 

Wednesday. 

 

May 11, 1945 Helen took 2 of her paintings to the “New Masses” for the Hollywood auction. 

Antoinette Kraushaar has sent back seven paintings—they look very good to me—but 

they had been exhibited occasionally for years! 

In the evening Pach and Magda came to dinner with us. Helen had a fish dish that was 

excellent. After dinner Mr. and Mrs. Strasser265 and Mr. and Mrs. Talbot Hamlin came in and 

while the ladies entertained each other, Str. Pach, Hamlin and J.S.—adjourned to the studio 

 
264 Movies (Toledo Museum of Art) Elzea 224 

265 John Strasser (dates?) likely a friend of Pach. Can’t find much info about him. 
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upstairs and we discussed the Schilling [sic] Fund266 purchase for this year. P. Vagis who 

sculptured my bust 10 or 11 years ago was my candidate and I think he is to be selected. George 

Constant267 panting suggested by W. Pach will be the other selection. 

 

May 13, 1945 We presented Helen (Helen’s mother) with a drawing of a girl 1907 street lady 

“Brave Lady” it’s [sic] title. She has admired it and was very pleased with her “Mother’s Day” 

gift. 

Dr. Farr and she came to dinner with us. 

 

May 14, 1945 Sent a group of paintings to my sister Marianna as a gift for her. I had left her 

some in my old will. 

We went to Mr. Aronberg’s office next to the famous “Stork Club”268 to sign our new 

testaments, Helen and I. I feel much better now as all complications are removed and Helen gets 

everything. I know she’ll do a good job of launching my pictures and etchings on the uncertain 

stream of the future. She and Walter Pach are executors. 

 
266 The Shilling Fund, established by artist Alexander Shilling, was used to buy American art to be 
donated to museums. See American Artists, Authors, and Collectors: The Walter Pach Letters 1906-1958, 
edited by Bennard S. Perlman, p. 370. 

267 George Zachary Constant (1892-1978) Modernist painter and printmaker 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/George_Zachary_Constant/27094/George_Zachary_Constant.aspx)  

268 Stork Club was a swinging hot spot from 1929-1965 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stork_Club)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/George_Zachary_Constant/27094/George_Zachary_Constant.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stork_Club
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I sent my bronze head by Vagis to Pach’s, 3 Wash. Sq. along with my painting of Vagis 

at work on my head.  

Pach thinks that Detroit Museum might want the gift of the Vagis bronze from Shilling 

Fund and that Dr. ((Valentiner))269 might also want to purchase my painting of Vagis as a 

companion piece.  

 

May 15, 1945 As tomorrow sees our departure from this Chelsea Home, Helen is very busy with 

final packing. I packed paints and artist materials. The trunk left for Santa Fe. Helen put our 

“papers” in Corn Exch. Deposit Box. 

In the evening Dr. Farr and Helen Farr came to dine with us. We went down to the new 

and now very popular Sea Food Restaurant here in the Chelsea. We all enjoyed the meal very 

much and to me the place seems interesting and the fish eaters, fine folks all. “The Little 

Shrimp” has spread its dining rooms through out [sic] the first floor of Chelsea even taking over 

what was the guests’ reading and writing room. 

 

May 16, 1945 Closing up studio where I sprinkled talcum powder over the lower steps of the 

stairs leading to the studio (as a means of detecting any intrusion during the next six months) and 

leaving the living apartments below just as they had been during the past Winter. 

 
269 Wilhelm Valentiner (1880-1958) German critic, curator, museum official, director of the Detroit 
Museum of Art (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilhelm_Valentiner)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilhelm_Valentiner
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We said good bye to Billy Bomar across the hall and though he’s happy in New York, 

with a trip to Maine in prospect, we saw he envied us going to Santa Fe. 

We got early to the G.C. Station and had no trouble getting our compartment on the train 

to Chicago. Though travelling [sic] is very congested on acc. of the Navy and Army personnel 

movements. 

 

May 17, 1945 Our trip was uneventful and quite comfortable as Helen had provided all the food 

necessary for our meals and fixed them most deftly in the small space in our “roomette”. This 

avoids all the nuisance of dressing and waiting for seats in the dining car. 

We had many hours wait over in Chicago, but spent them very pleasantly. 

Mae Larsen and Frances Strain (Mrs. Fred Biesel) and Fred met us and lunched us at the 

Cordon Club on the Lake front. 

We went down to Biesels afterward and had a buffet supper in the nice old Chicago 

dwelling they own and live in with Miss Strain “Deede”270 as they call her. She is a fine 

dependable girl near 50 or over who seems to have lived only for Frances and Virginia (Spies)271. 

Carlos S272. in from New Mex. he was not there at dinner. 

 
270 Possibly a nickname for Frances. 

271 Unknown. 

272 Unknown. 
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Aaron Bohrod273 and his nice wife were there and I am very glad to see him again, he has 

been to the Pacific War and also lately to the European Front and has made some splendid 

paintings of incidents of the horrible game of Modern War for “Life” mag. The only pictures 

having emotional reactions among all the paintings that “Life” has had produced. They used a 

cover page showing this small blond clipped moustached boy seated among ruins. 

Bohrod is still painting War subjects from sketches made in Germany. And he will be 

glad when they are finished is my idea. No one has done their equal in this War. I hope they will 

not send him to the Japan area again. He’s too good an artist to lose. 

On board the Santa Fe train all day Friday (May 18) quite relaxed. Passing over the plain 

states for the 49th time since 1919 inclusive and less one year (1933 I think) 

 

No entry for May 18. 

 

May 19, 1945 We arrive at Lamy [sic?] at 12.00 noon and by Bus to Santa Fe. The driver was 

Norbert Staab husband of Rita who was my dear nurse at the Hospital in Santa Fe and afterward 

at the guest house of Miss White in 1943. He says she’s well. 

Jo and Teresa Bakos met us as we got out of the bus in Santa Fe and took us to lunch 

after we had registered at DeVargas Hotel. 

 
273 Aaron Bohrod (1907-1992), American painter of trompe-l’oeil scenes 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Bohrod)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Bohrod
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We had a “steak” dinner with them at 5.30 or so at a little joint across Don Gaspar St. 

from the hotel. Steaks are almost unknown in N.Y. 

A pleasant rest and sleep in a bed that didnot [sic] jiggle and jump all night as they do on 

the Pullman Cars. 

(Saturday cont.) 

I had my car removed from storage in the afternoon and taken from the shed at 314 

Garcia to the garage of Closson & Closson. Tom Closson greeted me kindly. 

The tenats [sic] of the rear little house are nice people. We met Mrs. Bolte, her husband is 

in the Army and a guard at the Hospital I think. 

They are having trouble in the house from chicken bugs or some sort of ticks. My agent 

has spent thirty or forty dollars on exterminating. Some still around owing to a neighbor who, 

ordered to destroy an old chicken house, did so but did not remove the ruins! 

 

May 20, 1945 A quiet resting day ending with nice supper at Bakos’s. 

 

May 21, 1945 Out in our car with Jo B. and Teresa in theirs to “Sinagua” which we opened and 

found in splendid condition. Jo helped me to instal [sic] the gasoline pump and it started quite 

easily. 
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The Weather has been very dry and still is. No rain to speak of, pretty good snowfall. The 

West tank about 2/3 full, near 3000 gals. on hand. The East tank was found had only 22 inches 

owing to a leak in the draining valve put in late last Fall! 

W. Shuster came out to see us in P.M. with warmest greetings. He asked us to ride in 

with him and have dinner. We did so. Mr. and Mrs. Roark Bradford274 were there. I met him 

years ago. He is a very entertaining personality and a good write of Negro stories, well known in 

that way by “John Henry” legends. 

(Child 14, boy) His wife is a highly exciting and well informed woman of great 

brilliance. His first wife died. 

 

May 22, 1945 In town to see T.W. Conway our agent and to plan to have roofs of the house 314 

Garcia repaired. Arranged for him to make an engagement with Dewey Spohr tomorrow noon. 

Wood Davis sent a man,--plumber, to fix leak in drain valve plug on E. tank. He worked around 

and inside for 3 hours with a break of return for rubber boots for inside tank. Left saying it might 

do for a while! Strange that or I shall have to pay for this since I am lost 2000 gallons on acc. of 

the poor job they did last fall. 

Drained East Tank. It lost us 22 inches of water more than 700 gals. All on acc. of bad 

job last year! 

 

 
274 Roark Bradford (1896-1948) novelist and short story writer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roark_Bradford)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roark_Bradford
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May 23, 1945 Helen and I went in to see Spohr about roofing. Took him to 314 Garcia and we 

looked over job. He says he will repair fire wall leaks etc. and mop the main roof with tar. Repair 

and fix firewalls on 2 bedrooms and bathroom part as built hot tar roof on each (3) for about 

200.00 which seems reasonable. 

When we got back to Sinagua about 4 o’clock afternoon we found that Wood, Davis, 

Plumber just finishing a new attack on the plug leak. Said that it was perfect now! I hope so. 

Why should I have to pay for it? Wood-Davis thought it done right last year. So did I. We should 

perhaps each pay half. 

 

No entry for May 24. 

 

May 25, 1945 Town. Bugs betters. 

 

May 26, 1945 Joe Reed and Ann, who looks “expectant” called on us today and he introduced 

his Mother who from something said has married since Doctor Reed of Kansas passed on. A 

notable example of a modern aging woman with plenty of money. Well preserved red hair in fall 

color. J.S. could not have looked more thoroughly the Old Man of the Mountain. Unshaved dirty 

and shabby. Altogether quite unimpressive. 

J. Reed’s pictures in alcove at the Art Museum in Santa Fe which I saw last Sunday seem 

to show very good progress. He says he’s taking some instruction from some painter in town. 
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I am of the opinion that he would take lessons from me save for the impression he 

probably has that I don’t know how I do my work. I rather think he’s right! 

 

No entry for May 27. 

 

May 28, 1945 Still no rain altho’ there were hours of overcast clouds. After reading until nearly 

11 o’clock tonight we were just about ready to bed our selves [sic], when the whirr of a car 

coming up East of house. We rather thought it might be Shuster and it was. But he called 

Where’s the Fire? Fire! We jumped to the door leg Shus in and went to our West window. A 

great blaze toward Shuster’s homestead. He jumped into his car and hustled West over the 

twisting road he knows so well. We watched the raid tail light [sic] of his car and knew that he’d 

reached the house and that the first was much further away. In ten minutes he was back. 

Meanwhile a light appeared in Jo Bakos’ house. Soon Jo and Teresa and a young ex-Navy boy 

came to our place. Shus went home. We had a nip to celebrate the safety of our homes. It is a big 

forest fire in the Jemez Mts. across the Rio Grande. 

 

May 29, 1945 We drove to Santa Fe this A.M. to do our shopping. Stopped at Museum to leave 

word for Fred Kabotie275 Indian artist (a letter from Ed. Alden Jewell Art Ed. N.Y. Times tells 

me that a Miss Mitchell living at Oraiby in Hopi Country wants me to meet Kabotie.) I know his 

 
275 Fred Kabotie (c.1900-1986) Hopi artist, curator, illustrator, educator 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Kabotie)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Kabotie
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work very thorough more modelling than most Indians. He has been awarded a Guggenheim 

Scholarship of one year! 

Started repairing water soaked base of dobe [sic] wall of East tank this afternoon. 

 

May 30, 1945 This morning J.S. assisted by Helen got to work on repairing the adobe wall on E. 

side of East Water Tower. Had laid base of cement and stone and today 3 or 4 layers of adobes 

above laid in mud. We all but finished the hole I had made taking out softened adobes. We did a 

pretty good job. 

A high wind from S. all day kept the forest fire to the West of us going altho’ it is 

gradually being extinguished. 

In the P.M. strolling East on our road we met a car with Raphael and Mrs. Alfau276—on 

their way to pay us a call. We got aboard and as Mrs. Alfau (Marjorie) asked about Shuster’s 

homestead and had never seen it we drove 1 ½ miles West and helped them look it over. 

Everything seemed in good order. Back to our Sinagua where we sat and talked a while. They 

are both rather Radical in their social ideas, which makes them congenial to us. 

 

May 31, 1945 The Forest Fire in Santa Clara Canyon is still burning extending further South in 

the Jemez Mountains. Strong wins every afternoon are adding difficulties we supposed. Helen 

 
276 Alfaus were part of the Santa Fe crowd and were likely friends with Sloans and Shusters 
(http://santafecenterforappliedresearch.blogspot.com/2008/11/)  

http://santafecenterforappliedresearch.blogspot.com/2008/11/
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and I broke another opening in the East Water tank wall at the base and laid a stone and cement 

footing. This we will set and go on with the adobe work above later. 

Feeling fine probably because I have returned to my full use of the pipe! 

A car passed on the road this evening at 9 o’clock and went up to Shuster’s. 

 

June 1, 1945 We did some more masonry this morning, rocks and adobes. I don’t notice much 

improvement. 

To town to do our shipping. We called at 314 Garcia saw all our tenants. Mrs. Lois Field 

is ill with sinus. Mrs. Bolte is vanquishing the bugs. Miss Sims277 is tending the garden.  

A lot of mail at P.O. We go our 50 lbs. of ice. Called on Dr. Travers and he was pleased 

to put me on scales at 153 pounds! Saw Dr. Egenhofer ((Eggenhofer)) and arranged for operation 

on my left optic June 18th. 

In 17 days after optical operations I may be seeing all this world with single vision. Now 

and for some years back I have had tendency to seeing double, which is no great blessing. 

 

June 2, 1945 This morning Helen and I with the Plymouth car went searching for a place on our 

Hilly Road suitable for the study of auto driving. We went West to Shuster’s but the flattest 

stretches were too short and the ever present sturdy pinons didn’t promise much safety in a 

beginner’s efforts to steer a car. So we came back and went East to the little road used to San 

 
277 Unsure if it’s Alice or Agnes. 
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Francisco Street [sic]. Where Helen began her career as Chauffeur. Rather nerve tiring to pupil 

and teacher. 

We took a nap in the afternoon from which we were wakened by Teresa [Bakos] and 

Mrs. Wyte278 and daughter who brought Miss Larsen writer for the “S.F. New Mexican” who 

interviewed me. I hope she got it straight. Loaned her a copy of the “Gist of Art” 

When she left Helen and I took a good walk around the “loop” East on the ridge road 

then down hill and West on the low road. 

 

June 3, 1945 Out in these everlasting and eroding hills the top of one protected for now by 

“Sinagua” every day is the Sabbath the stillness only broken by bird calls hum of insects and 

now and then a distant explosion from the direction of “Los Alamos”279 one time boys’ school 

now 10 square miles of Government War Experimentation. 

In the morning Helen took another lesson in Auto driving and she’s making progress. We 

picked up several buckets of sand and brought it home, for our masonry work. 

H. is typing out of my old diaries of first years in New York. She now knows more of my 

past than I do. 

Late in P.M. we knocked out another section of the Tank wall ready for repair tomorrow. 

 

 
278 Unknown. 

279 Los Alamos National Laboratory (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Alamos_National_Laboratory)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Alamos_National_Laboratory
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June 4, 1945 More Masonry Patch work on the East Water Tower here at “Sinagua” while Helen 

did our laundry. The economy we are practising [sic] is use of water is remarkable. I only put the 

pump on once in the past week. Usually once a day is required to keep up the pressure. 

After dinner we napped as is almost usual these days. 

About 4.30 we took a walk through our well known “foreground” around us stretch vistas 

of pinons junipers foot hills desert stretches and mountains fifty miles West, 15 or 20 miles East 

75 miles or less Cerrillos and Sandia Big Turtle to the Indians to the South and SW 

 

June 5, 1945 Made sure of the water supply this morning went to roof of the West Tank Tower 

and found that it was 4/5 full about 3000 gallons. This gives me confidence. Even with no rain 

we can with economy last the whole summer. 

Lovely sunbath in the morning. 

Windy as usual today, few small clouds in the sky and dust high in the air. The S. and W. 

mountains almost invisible in dust haze. 

We went to town shopping for supplies. Met Teresa Bakos and took her to lunch. Jo is 

still away with Lafayette Hughes280 up Chama way, due to return today or tomorrow. 

 
280 Lafayette Hughes (1879-1958) was a wealthy oil tycoon who had a mansion in Denver, CO 
(https://www.rubylane.com/item/126123-B-85-0012/Pair-American-Lafayette-Hughes-Mansion-Carved) 
(https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=134210675)  

https://www.rubylane.com/item/126123-B-85-0012/Pair-American-Lafayette-Hughes-Mansion-Carved
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=134210675


128 
 

Stopped in Museum and saw the fresh exhibition pictures by Rohland, and R. Johnson 

((Jonson))281 and others. Johnson’s neatly painted color patches supposed to be Modern Art, but 

nothing at all. 

Bad portraits by a woman. 

Letter from Pach re Vagis’ bust of J.S. Boston Museum may accept it from Schilling 

Fund Committee. 

 

June 6, 1945 A little Masonry work in the am. It looks as though I’m going to be able to put a 

new lower base of rock and cement without stopping the upper part of the wall. 

We took a sunbath together. A breeze and beautiful clear sunlight. So alone are we that 

we can wander and bask just outside of the house like Adam and Eve in Eden garden. 

Helen in typing out my old calendar notes in her spare time. 

We went on with Helen’s training as an auto driver this afternoon. She backed and turned 

four times. 

A Mr. Davis and family in car stopped to ask us if we had seen his red cocker spaniel lost 

from their home 6 or 7 miles East of here. He had plenty of live stock [sic] left 3 pairs of twins 

and his wife were with him! 

 
281 Raymond Jonson (1891-1982) Modernist painter of Southwestern subjects, established the Jonson 
Gallery at the University of New Mexico in 1950 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raymond_Jonson)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raymond_Jonson
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Jo Bakos and Teresa called in evening. He has been up to Chama for several days 

sketching bulls for his series he’s painting for Laf. Hughes. 

 

June 7, 1945 Shuster came in in afternoon and a while we rode over to his homestead “Kitiawe” 

Crazy Bear where he looked over his lighting plant and brought in some household articles. He 

found a bottle of Vermouth and ¼ bottle of Gin and we brought them back to Sinagua and had a 

shaker of cocktails and more chat with Shus until he realized that he had to return to Selma and 

John Adam (the boy). A nice break in our quiet days. Shuster is a most companionable friend. 

Ingenious. He’s now making a mould [sic] from a head of Miss A.E. White’s sister Martha who 

died a few years ago. 

We went on with our masonry in the morning. 

 

June 8, 1945 Today we drove to town and did shopping. Stopped in to see Mrs. Chas. Eckert on 

Garcia St. Saw Miss Sims who is our lady in charge of 314 Garcia St. No roofing work has been 

started yet. 

A letter from sister Marianna gives the surprising news that she has sold 3 of the 

Gloucester landscapes from the lot I presented her last month! at 500.00 a piece [sic]. Most 

remarkable news!! 

85.06 in checks from the Renaissance Club ((Society)) Exhibition of the etchings in 

Chicago. This brings the sales from that two weeks exhibition up to 625.00!! Quite remarkable 

results. One Ex. of prints every equaled or before with Sloan etchings! 
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The Drought continues. But our water economy is phenomenal. 

 

June 9, 1945 Dry weather continues. Here 3 weeks and no rain and an empty Tank on the East 

end of SINAGUA [sic]. 

As Helen and I were doing our daily stint of wall building on the East Tank I heard cries 

of “Help! Help!” Human sounds are so rare out here that the tendency is to regard them as 

imaginary. But lloking [sic] East on our road we saw a woman walking our way. Helen went to 

meet her. She introduced herself as Mrs. Nuding. Driving her car she got on the lower road and 

got stuck in sand. I offered to help and she said she wanted to get back to Santa Fe and have a 

Garage Man come out for her Cadillac. We drove her to town. She was stout middle aged but 

plucky and she had walked half a mile to our place with arthritis! 

We stopped to see Shuster. Asked them for Tuesday. They are making improvements in 

the house. 

Came back to Sinagua with copies of “New Mex.”—the article282 on J.S. by Miss Larsen 

(out to see me last week) was very uninteresting and stupid.  

Lunch with beef. 

More work on tower in P.M. 

 
282 Possibly “Paso Por Aqui,” a gossip column by Dorothy Jane Larson, Santa Fe New Mexican, June 7, 
1945. The paragraph mentioning Sloan reads:  

Water colors are called “papers” in art slang now according to John Sloan who chided us gently 
on calling them water works in an interview. He said though that art criticism could use some 
fresh expressions, told us not to worry. 
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June 10, 1945 Letter from Frances Strain tells us that sale of Complete Etchings to Chicago Inst. 

is off for the present. 

Pach writes that Boston don’t have place for contemporary sculpture—so Vagis sculpt. 

will have to go elsewhere. At any rate Vagis is to be paid from “Schilling Fund” at once. 

At one A.M. we were awakened by a call of “John! John!”—Helen Shuster in a car with 

her young tenant of the Studio in her house on Camino Monte Sol. After we had waked up [sic] 

we enjoyed her visit. The young man is a disability from the Navy. Name John Jordan 

((Gordon)). They staid [sic] until 2.30 A.M. 

We got up 8 A.M. and during the day we went on with the East tower repairs. All 

finished but putting in new footing on one corner. 

The evening looks like rain tonight or in the morning. 

(McCormicks—1:00)283 

 

June 11, 1945 Oh Joyful Day! Rain soft steady rain started this morning. We can hear the steady 

flow from the roof into East and West Tanks!! First rain since we arrived May 19th and a long 

time before. As I sit writing the sound on the roof is steady and assuring. 

When rain had moved S.W. cloud vapors lifted from our range, Sangre de Christo and 

revealed large new areas of snow. 

 
283 Probably Cyrus Hall McCormick III and wife. 
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I calculate that we caught 250 gallons of rain water in our 2 tanks. 

The Shusters, Will, Selma, John Adam drove up at 6 o’clock and asked that our bid to 

them for dinner Tuesday be postponed until Friday. Shus tells me the areas we thought were 

snow on the mountains are sleet. 

Dear Helen has been cooking a nice beef tongue for Tues. dinner. Now she has to prepare 

for another “piece de Resistance” for Friday, and she don’t seem to mind it. 

Wrote to Walter Pach, Marianna Sloan. 

 

June 12, 1945 We drove to town, Stopped and picked up Emma Davis and Ashby Davis’284 

grand nephew Bill Davis285 age 15, quite tall and thin and gentle boy. We had them out to 

“Sinagua” at lunch. A nice beef tongue and good vegetables etc. which Helen served in about ¾ 

hour after we got back.  

Bill is interested in painting and drawing and I agreed to give him a lesson each week. 

We loaned him some Daumier lithos to look at and copy. 

Back with them to town. Bought some sal ammoniac and other medications to fight the 

gnats or mites—tiny vicious poisonour [sic] little devils that have raised large itching bumps all 

over us. Spoil sun bathing. 

 

 
284 Unknown. 

285 Unknown. 
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June 13, 1945 This morning I and Helen did some cement foundation work after taking a 

sunbath. The Mites were there but citronella and our Salammoniac [sic] solution seemed to 

discourage them a little. These pests are new in my experience of three former summers out here. 

It may be the long dry spell that encourages their miserable existence. 

Jo and Teresa Bakos dropped in about 6 o’clock. T. is bitten with the same little midges 

or mites that have been annoying us. She is going to open an Ex. of her pictures at the Museum286 

next Saturday P.M. 

Helen and I took a short walk on our hill road at sunset. The Eastern near foothills 

beautiful with forms brought out by the slanting ruddy sunlight. 

 

June 14, 1945 Helen did very well in her practise [sic] of car driving today. She is making fine 

progress. 

 

June 15, 1945 To town shopping and getting some wine for the evening’s dinner. 

Helen putting our house in order and getting ready two fresh beef tongues for dinner. I 

helped clean up the “portal” ((portale)) which is our carpenter shop. 

Shuster and Selma, Bill McNulty (newspaper man and husband of) Agnes Tait287 the 

artist arrived at about 6.30 and after a good “old fashioned” made out of the Mexican Habanera 

 
286 Records of older exhibitions at the museum are not readily available online. 

287 Agnes Tait (1894-1981) artist and illustrator (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnes_Tait)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnes_Tait
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we enjoyed a very good dinner in the portale where we had moved our small dining table from 

the kitchen, covering it with a plywood top to increase area. We had wine with dinner. Jo and 

Teresa dropped in. A happy evening of light conversation, got on the theme of odors and 

memories connected therewith. 

Company left about 11 o’clock. Helen and I had a good night sip of Habanera, and then 

to bed. 

 

June 16, 1945 After breakfast Helen had a large assortment of dishes to clean. As we are six 

miles from town and help is scarce anyway Helen really prefers to do all housekeeping tasks 

herself. I do not like servants about either. 

In the afternoon to town where we called on Emma Davis, and I gave Bill age 15 a little 

lesson in drawing. He had copied a Chardin still life and a Daumier litho. I tried to show him 

how essential the study of five simple solids. 

Along with Emma D. we went to opening of exhibition of six artists at the Museum. A 

good crowd. Teresa Bakos had the best showing. Helen bought one. Prices are too low! But it is 

good to get them in appreciative custody. 
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Young Hunter288 had portraits and an illustrative painting quite poor and cleverly painted 

for 1890 altho’ it may have been done later. Nancy Lane289 had charcoal drawings of a rather 

stuffy sort. 

Met VanSoelen290 of Tesuque and other local acquaintances. 

Back home to the hill we found we had been visited by a gentle shower. 

Beautiful sky at Sunset. We took a short walk. 

 

No entry for June 17. 

 

June 18, 1945 To St. Vincent’s for eye operation. 

The day of optical adventure has passed successfully.  

We drove in to town, left the car at Closson’s for lubrication and then we went to the 

hospital—and J.S. went to bed about 9.30 A.M. Blood test and no lunch. A shot in the arm about 

12.30. Dr. Eggenhofer and aides rolled the dopey J.S. to operating room. In 15 minutes the job 

 
288 John Young-Hunter (1874-1955), painter of British society and the Southwest. Sloan might be getting 
the date wrong since he would have been 16 in 1890. 
http://www.medicinemangallery.com/bio/bio.lasso?url=john-young-hunter)  

289 Nancy Lane (dates unknown) was the second wife of Alfred Dasburg 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/andrew-dasburg-and-grace-mott-johnson-papers-7320/subseries-1-7), 
who was the son of painter Andrew Dasburg 

290 Theodore Van Soelen (1890-1964), Western landscape painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Van_Soelen)  

http://www.medicinemangallery.com/bio/bio.lasso?url=john-young-hunter
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/andrew-dasburg-and-grace-mott-johnson-papers-7320/subseries-1-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Van_Soelen
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was done and J.S. with a heavily bandaged left eye was able to crawl back to bed from the 

transport table. Woozy but talking nonsense. I spent the afternoon and night in St. Vincent’s. 

Helen went to the room she had reserved at the DeVargas Hot. 

 

June 19, 1945 A very unsatisfactory breakfast altho’ I had said I was hungry. 

Dr. Eggenhofer came in and told me I could go home returning to have eye bandage 

removed on Thursday. Dear Helen got around early and is happy over the results. 

Jo Bakos took us shopping in Santa Fe then drove us out to Sinagua where Helen gave us 

a fine lunch. In the evening we had a steak broiled over wood fire. 

In the evening Gus Baumann paid us a visit. He is a very clever craftsman. His colored 

wood block prints are very fine products of his talent. 

 

June 20, 1945 This morning I stayed in bed as I feel a sort of let down reaction consequent to the 

subsidence of the various “dopes” I had Monday at the Hospital. 

 

June 21, 1945 Jo Bakos drove out to pick us up and took us to town. I went to Dr. Eggenhofer’s 

office where he removed the big bunch of bandage from my left eye and disclosed a thoroughly 

blackened eye! which to him was quite satisfactory progress. He let me go without further 

bandaging and told me to use both eyes freely. They seem to focus together better than they have 

for years. 
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I took our car out of Closson’s Garage and drove Helen back to “Sinagua”!! 

Shuster dropped out to see us in the PM. 

Bakos’s are coming to dinner. Nice dinner and pleasant evening with Jo and Teresa. 

 

June 22, 1945 To Santa Fe this morning. Helen drove the car to the W. San Francisco St. edge of 

town and she did very well indeed! 

Stopped at D. Spohr’s shop and find that he has not yet started on the roofs at 314 Garcia 

St. 

Met Randall Davey who is just as cordial as ever. Says he wants to get out to see us. 

Helen drove from the Highway West to our hill on the way home. 

 

No entry for June 23. 

 

June 24, 1945 These are quiet days a great sundrenched world of pinon covered hills and 

wooded mountains stretches all about us as far as the eye can reach. The homestead houses of 

Bakos and Shuster a half a mile and a mile and a half further West are about the only human 

evidences we can see. We seem properly small and wish for rain altho’ we had a good shower 

last night. Netting out tanks some less than 100 gals. of water. 
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Helen drove the car to the edge of Santa Fe. I drove through town to the Post Office and 

at the West Edge of town coming back she took the wheel and drove back to “Sinagua.” Sin 

(without) agua (water) altho’ we have now about 3000 gals. 

The sky beautiful in the evening, seems to promise some rain. 

 

June 25, 1945 Helen drove us to town again this morning as she did yesterday. 

In the P.M. a very high South gale came up bringing lots of clouds and some rain for us 

and apparently heavy rains North and West in our broad panorama. The wind was too violent to 

go for a walk. 

Helen has been busy between times typing from my old diary of 1910. I seem to have 

been industrious in those days but I don’t feel that I have ever been a very steady worker. And 

yet when I look over my stockpile it seems pretty large. But also I must remember I’ve lived a 

long time! The last ten years and more have seen me too often on the operating table—or 

convalescing. 

My eyes seem to be much better since my session in hosp. last Monday.  

 

June 26, 1945 Helen drove the car to Santa Fe taking the highway for the first time quite 

successfully.  
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I gave a drawing lesson to young William Ashby Davis at Emma Davis’s. We performed 

some errands then went with Emma and Bill to dinner at the hotel LaFonda291. 

Arriving home we had a siesta and then took a sunbath for the first time for more than a 

week (on account of the plague of little gnats or something smaller.) 

In the afternoon the Western Jemez Mts. were plumed by a long pall of smoke from 

another large forest fire, this one on the Western slopes. As the sun got low the rays shed a red-

orange glow over our hills and with the clearer cooler light on the upper peaks to the East. 

 

June 27, 1945 A clear too clear and warm day—never warm indoors of course but 80° in the 

shade outdoors. Not a cloud in the sky and two or three smoke clouds from the forest fires in the 

Jemez Mts. 

Helen scrubs floors makes three meals a day takes a walk with me and does some typing 

(J.S. diary 1910) also some mending. I walked round and round the drive about the house 1/10 

mile around. 

90 etching prints came yesterday from N.Y.C. printed by Ernest Roth292 and they are very 

good proofs of my plates. Better than we have been getting from Ch. White. 

After our supper and a walk Jo and Teresa dropped in on their way back to town. They 

had been out to their Home on the hill. They live in Ramon Shiva293‘s house in Santa Fe. 
 

291 The LaFonda is still an active hotel today (https://www.lafondasantafe.com/about/history)  

292 Possibly this Ernest Roth (1879-1964), German-born printmaker 
(https://www.mattmuseum.org/exhibition/reflections-undercurrents-ernest-roth-printmaking-venice-1900-
1940/)  

https://www.lafondasantafe.com/about/history
https://www.mattmuseum.org/exhibition/reflections-undercurrents-ernest-roth-printmaking-venice-1900-1940/
https://www.mattmuseum.org/exhibition/reflections-undercurrents-ernest-roth-printmaking-venice-1900-1940/
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June 28, 1945 Joe Reed and Ann called in the A.M. 

Helen drove to Shuster’s and back. They are not there now. But we left them a short note 

regretting their absence and signed “Algy and May” 

After supper we saw Shus’s car on the way out there and in half an hour or so Shus came 

back and stopped to see us. He had Selma’s daughter Linda with him and showed me our fake 

note puzzled as to the identity of “Algy and Mae”. As I am not a good practical joker I explained 

the hoax.  

As Shuster had brought out a bottle of Bourbon we sat around the table in the portale and 

chatted and drank until nearly 11 o’clock when he and Linda (who had only a bottle of Pepsi-

Cola) left for Santa Fe. A happy evening that we enjoyed. And so or at least so-so to Bed! 

 

June 29, 1945 In the afternoon we went to town. First to Dr. Eggenhofer’s office where he 

looked at my eyes well pleased. I have no double vision except at 10-11 o’clock ((diagram, 

indicating spot in range of vision)) left. He made out prescription for the lens makers in 

Albuquerque and I will have bifocals without prismatic correction early next week. 

Letter from Nan Sloan says she will send me some of the money for the three paintings 

she sold (of those I gave her) But I say no and we will so write her. 

 
293 Ramon Shiva (1893-1963) painter of urban subjects 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Ramon_Shiva/133134/Ramon_Shiva.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Ramon_Shiva/133134/Ramon_Shiva.aspx
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Letter from Magda Pach says Boston Museum don’t want the Vagis Sculpture from 

Shilling Fund. ((Schilling?)) 

 

June 30, 1945 Sunbathing in the morning after I had made a poor drawing of Helen just a bit of 

eye exercise at her request. After lunch Helen drove to town in back. I drove in town. We got 

gasoline for our home equipment then called on Reeds where we met Mr. and Mrs. Wallace294. 

He is connected with Reader’s Digest and comes from the Reeds’ town in Kansas. Reed showed 

me some recent portraits of Ann. They show good progress in the solidity and color way. 

A letter from Bill Bomar (at the Chelsea) says Fort Worth would like me to give a talk 

there this fall. 

 

July 1, 1945 In the morning a sunbath with a brisk wind keeping insects away from us, very 

delightful. 

A splendid heavy rain with some hail crept down from the North this evening. Jo and 

Teresa had just come by to see us on their way to the homestead. The whole face of the land 

seemed to rejoice under the pelting downpour from the low black broad cloud overhead. It was a 

beautiful relief from three weeks of drought. 

I estimate we got 300 gal. in the tanks. 

 
 

294 DeWitt Wallace (1889-1981) and his wife Lila (1889-1984) founded Reader’s Digest in 1922 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DeWitt_Wallace)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DeWitt_Wallace
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July 2, 1945 Wrote to Miss Sally Gillespie295 Sec. Art Assoc. Fort Worth. Said I could talk in the 

Fall for $250 and could show Ex. of etchings. 

Helen drove the car to town this morning. At Dr. Eggenhofer’s office we were told that 

my new glasses had not yet arrived from Albuquerque. 

I made a drawing from Helen at her gentle request. She wants me to use my near sighted 

eyes as order by Dr. Eggenhofer. 

A nice thunder shower in the evening added to our store of water. The skies as is so usual 

were of great beauty all late afternoon and evening. 

 

July 3, 1945 Helen drove to town and back. We got our eatables and ice. Called at Dr. 

Eggenhofer’s but the glasses had not arrived. Each day now I miss wearing glasses more as my 

near sightedness [sic] becomes more annoying. My right eye is more myopic than my left. 

I gave Billy Davis at Emma’s a lesson in drawing. How much better it is for a young 

student to work with a group. They learn from each other. 

May hours today the sky was beautifully over cast [sic] with gray clouds threatening rain 

but only a few drops fell. 

Made two pencil drawings from Helen this afternoon. I am getting more able to get 

something with less nervous strain. 

 
295 Sallie Gillespie (dates unknown) taught art at Texas Wesleyan 
(http://www.kerrvillefuneralhome.com/obit_print.asp?id=222)  

http://www.kerrvillefuneralhome.com/obit_print.asp?id=222


143 
 

 

July 4, 1945 We spent this holiday like most other days out here at Sinagua. We watched the 

rain storms here and there in the afternoon. We have a territory of about 20,000 square miles to 

supervise and on top of that the marvelous drama of the sky. 

I made my daily drawing. 

 

July 5, 1945 Today Helen drove us to Santa Fe six miles away. Her driving is improving daily.  

We called at Dr. Eggenhofer’s office but were disappointed as my glasses had not yet 

arrived. 

We picked up two bags of cement to have in readiness for the finishing coat of plaster for 

the East tower. 

A few sputters of rain in the P.M. with most tremendous rain clouds deluging Santa Fe. 

We used 4 buckets of water from our store to give the Plymouth car a bath, much needed. 

Worked on seat change of big chair. 

Helen started a sketch in tempera but stopped as some rain fell but it stopped too! 

I made a sketch of her at work but cut it short and tinkered with it afterward. 

Lois Field my remarkable tenant of 314 G. sent 30.00 toward expense of roof repairs! 
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July 6, 1945 Helen drove us to Santa Fe this morning. No glasses for J.S. We did our marketing 

and got our ice. 

Scattered clouds with showers to East West and South—we had about ten minutes of 

rain. 

Jo and Teresa Bakos drove by at about 7 o’clock on way back to town, They had been 

looking their own place over. Jo says he will cement plaster our repair job of the East tank tower 

if we get the sand and sift it for him and get the chicken wire on the dobes. 

While we were at supper Dr. and Mrs. Robert O. Brown296 drove up to visit. We have not 

seen them for some time. We enjoyed their visit. They stopped about one hour. 

I made a poor drawing of Helen in the P.M. She took a panel and started a sketch not far 

from the house but a rather heavy shower but a finish to the sketch. 

 

July 7, 1945 Our usual trip to town and again our disappointment about my new glasses.  

In the P.M. Selma Shuster drove out to Sinagua to invite us to come to dinner. Shus has 

secured a leg of mutton (meat is hard to get on account of War Rationing). We went in and joyed 

dinner and the company after. Mr. and Mrs. Joe King (Dorothy Stauffer King297 an artist). He is a 

 
296 Dr. Robert O. Brown (b. about 1890-?) (https://www.ancestry.com/1940-census/usa/New-
Mexico/Robert-O-Brown_3wk5bq)  

297 Dorothy Stauffer Hay (1901-1974) was a Santa Fe artist 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Dorothy_Brenholts_Stauffer_Hay/114769/Dorothy_Brenholts_Stauffer_Ha
y.aspx). Did she take King’s name? 
(https://www.allanmcintyrefineart.com/store/p263/Dorothy_Hay%C2%A0%281901-
1974%29_%22Lost_Sou%22_circa_1960%2C_Etching.html)  

https://www.ancestry.com/1940-census/usa/New-Mexico/Robert-O-Brown_3wk5bq
https://www.ancestry.com/1940-census/usa/New-Mexico/Robert-O-Brown_3wk5bq
http://www.askart.com/artist/Dorothy_Brenholts_Stauffer_Hay/114769/Dorothy_Brenholts_Stauffer_Hay.aspx
http://www.askart.com/artist/Dorothy_Brenholts_Stauffer_Hay/114769/Dorothy_Brenholts_Stauffer_Hay.aspx
https://www.allanmcintyrefineart.com/store/p263/Dorothy_Hay%C2%A0%281901-1974%29_%22Lost_Sou%22_circa_1960%2C_Etching.html
https://www.allanmcintyrefineart.com/store/p263/Dorothy_Hay%C2%A0%281901-1974%29_%22Lost_Sou%22_circa_1960%2C_Etching.html
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printer in town with Graphic Art aims. Mr [sic] and Mrs. Bill Uler ((Uhler))298. He has a Gallery 

on Palace Ave. and says he’s doing very well with pictures by many of the artists. 

Mrs. Roark Bradford and her son Bill came in. Emma Davis also a guest at dinner. Emma 

tells me privately that she has bought Nat Stern’s house and she is all gleeful over the prospect of 

living there. 

I drove home 11 o’clock without glasses. Quite a strain but we got back in good order. 

 

July 8, 1945 A quiet day on the hill. Helen was out painting. 

 

July 9, 1945 Helen drove to town and at P.O. a card from X.J. Barile299 in Pueblo announced his 

coming to Santa Fe today. So we went to Joe Reed’s and he came in with Joe. They are coming 

to dinner with us out at Sinagua in the evening. 

Letter from Miss Kraushaar (Galleries N.Y.) tells us that Philadelphia wants paintings of 

mine for Ex. of Artists who worked in the Past of the Phila. “Press.” 

The Reeds with Barile in Joe Reed’s car came to dinner. Helen had a swell roast of lamp 

(meat is scarce and requires plenty of “ration points”). They contributed a couple bottles of 

sherry. We had whiskey and soda. Barile always has a gift of cigars for me. We ate at the table in 

the glassed in [sic] portale. Played some old records afterward and talked. X. Barile is an 

 
298 Unknown. 

299 Xavier J. Barile (1891-1981), Italian-American artist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xavier_J._Barile)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xavier_J._Barile
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inveterate traveler and now that he’s through at Pueblo Jun. Col. he is going to Hollywood. He 

has friends everywhere—then back to N.Y.C. He hopes to get another art teaching job. He tells 

me that Alamosa, Col. Jun. College would like to have me talk to the school. Will write to them 

and find out what they want and when. 

Joe Reed is a hard boiled Republican says Roosevelt and Lincoln were probably idiots or 

psuchopathic [sic] cases! This Helen tells me is derived from reading……? 

 

July 10, 1945 We drove to town today, Helen in and I out. She did the road from the highway. 

We did shopping for food and ice. While getting Ice I was about to get in my car when someone 

called me—I turned—it was Mariam Davis who said she “didn’t speak to me.” We interchanged 

remarks, she called me “senile.” I said she was a childish goose cross over a matter (my marriage 

to Helen) which was no affair of hers. I asked how Wyatt was. And so the adventure faded. 

A letter from Eliz. Hamlin in Maine says they have had cold weather until recently. 

Reeds came in late afternoon with Barile. They left Xavier with us and X.B. and I rode 

over to Shuster’s Homestead house and B. helped me borrow Shuster’s steel wheelbarrow. Just 

as we got it in the back seat a heavy shower came up. I drove back over a road now slippery here 

and there. 

We went with B. to the Reeds and they took us out to dinner after which we all saw X.B. 

off at the bus station 9.15 on his way to visit in Hollywood. Then I drove Helen back to Sinagua. 
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July 11, 1945 Jo Bakos came out about 4.30 P.M. and was so kind as to do the cement first coat 

on one repaired wall of E. tank. A very considerate act on his part and a great help. He will come 

next week and give job a top coat. 

 

July 12, 1945 At Barile’s suggestion wrote to James Hatfield Art Dept. Adams State Col. 

Alamosa, Col. in re talking there. 

Made a drawing of Helen with my new glasses, which work very well when I’m not tired. 

Helen continues her typing on my old diaries. She’s at 1911 now. 

Miss Gillespie of Art Association of Fort Worth, Tex. has answered enthusiastically my 

letter in regard to a talk there in the fall. But I am not going to undertake the job. The 

government has put so many restrictions on travel and the way to Ft. Worth is so roundabout that 

I am writing her and declining. 

 

July 13, 1945 Helen drove to town and I as usual took the wheel when we arrived there. We did 

our marketing and stopped to look over 314 Garcia. Miss Sims is having trouble with the motor 

or pump or both in the garden. But is on the track of a man to fix’em. We called on Mrs. Eckert 

and declined an invitation to lunch there.  

Late in afternoon we did some filling up in Jo Bakos’ job on the cement coating of the 

East tank. 
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The day is a very warm one for Santa Fe. One or two sprinkles from clouds that were 

doing much better over the Jemez Mountains to the West. 

 

July 14, 1945 Sixteenth Anniversary of Death of dear old Robert Henri. 

Wrote the “declining” letter to Miss Sallie Gillespie in Fort Worth Tex.  

Helen is writing her article on the desirability of Publishing The Index of American 

Design made under W.P.A. during past years. 

Saw Beulah Stevenson300 at P.O. in S.F. She had just arrived—has not been out here for 

four years past. Was one of my first night class pupils at the A.S.L. N.Y. 

At one P.M. we went to Emma Davis’s to go in her car to the Rain Dance at Cochiti 

pueblo. She was feeling ill so her nephew Billy Davis drove Helen and I down the 35 miles. 

Westerly from the highway we glimpsed Cienega [sic] so green a spot in this desert land. 

We watched the dancers for 1 ½ hours or so. This is the most intimately ((?)) picturesque 

of the Pueblo dances. There are several tree shaded points of view about the small plaza with a 

central near dry mud puddle which seemed to have significance. 

We got home to S.F about 5.30 

 

 
300 Beulah Stevenson (1875-1965), New York artist 
(https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/artists/4699/objects)  

https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/artists/4699/objects
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July 15, 1945 Hoped for rain did not come to this hill of ours altho’ in the late afternoon the 

S.W. and West portions of our visual domain seemed to be getting plenty. 

Helen painted outside this P.M. going on with a panel she had started a few days ago. 

We spend much time each day watching the frolics of our little chipmunk neighbors. We 

have a nail keg into which we put edible tid-bits for them. The keg protects the food from the 

evil designs of the pinoneros, large birds of the blue jay type who are so guilty in all their actions 

that we don’t care to have them share in the feast. 

Fifteen years ago after seeing the Indians in ceremonial dances, I would now and then 

have an urge to paint them but I do not seem to have had any such reaction to the Cochiti dance 

we saw yesterday. 

 

July 16, 1945 A wuiet [sic] day and warm too. A sprinkle of rain in P.M. Plenty of clouds and 

showers over the mountains. 

Helen out painting in the light shower. I wish that I could get up the desire to paint, but 

my eyes are bothering me today. 

 

July 17, 1945 Helen drove as far as town and we saw Dr. Eggenhofer who thinks I must struggle 

with my eyes without aid of prismatic glasses altho’ yesterday I was bothered all day by double 

vision tendency. 
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Went and looked at drawings young Bill Davis has been doing. He has trouble deciding 

“what to draw.” I think that I usually have a bit of the same trouble. 

Saw Dewey Spohr who explained the added roofing at 314 which caused the bill to be 

150 dollars more than the tentative estimate of 250. 

Spohr says the job is guaranteed. 

Met Helen Ruthling301 at P.O. Says she has an oil heater she will trade for pictures by J.S. 

Jacques Cartier was also at the P.O. Same happy lad. I think it must be Christian Science! I 

would be weary of being so myself. 

 

July 18, 1945 Second anniversary of my New Life. After struggling back to health in July 

August Sep. of 1943 I made a fresh start then on Feb 44 Helen took me over and has made a new 

man out of me. 

Walter Pach has written me that Toledo Museum has accepted Vagis’s bust of me in 

bronze (the one I had made after he modeled me a few years ago.) 

After breakfast we drove to Tesuque Valley by Bishop’s Lodge road. We stopped in a 

nice shaded spot by the stream. Helen started a painting and I made a poor thing in colored 

chalks. After a couple of hours in these surroundings so different from “Sinagua” we came home 

and Helen made dinner. We sunbathed in the P.M. 

 
301 Helene Maurer Ruthling was the mother of Santa Fe artist Ford Ruthling. She came to the US from 
Germany to work as a governess (http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/features/santa-fe-artist-ford-
ruthling-was-a-master-of-multiple/article_f0479dd3-6e2b-5af9-9f7b-0306779198dc.html)  

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/features/santa-fe-artist-ford-ruthling-was-a-master-of-multiple/article_f0479dd3-6e2b-5af9-9f7b-0306779198dc.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/life/features/santa-fe-artist-ford-ruthling-was-a-master-of-multiple/article_f0479dd3-6e2b-5af9-9f7b-0306779198dc.html
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A nice rain at suppertime. We could see the broad leaden curtain of rain coming up from 

the South, before it reached us it was less torrential. 

 

July 19, 1945 Helen worked on her picture of the dance ceremony at Cochiti. She has also under 

way two landscapes that are going very well. 

I did some alteration on a 1919 Old Portale on San Francisco St. in Santa Fe302. I am 

entering it for the annual Ex. at the Museum. 

It did not even threaten to rain today. Not a drop, and it was warm too which is not 

advertised for Santa Fe. 

I walked for exercise 12 ½ times around our house by the driveway. 10 laps equal a mile. 

 

July 20, 1945 Helen drove to town and at P.O. we received a copy of Don Freeman’s picture 

book “It Shouldn’t Happen.”303 A very amusing and funnily pathetic series of drawings showing 

the transformation from a solider boy into a dog. It should be a smash hit and I so wrote the 

publisher who sent it to me. 

 
302 Old Portale, Santa Fe (Museum of Fine Arts; Museum of New Mexico), Elzea 606 

303 It Shouldn’t Happen (To A Dog), 1945 (http://store.doverpublications.com/0486782107.html)  

http://store.doverpublications.com/0486782107.html
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We went to look at a few old paintings at a Mrs. Challiam304‘s home. She had so 

requested by letter. Well the world is full of old pictures. Here and there people try to rescue 

them from the oblivion they deserve. I did not help in this case. 

A letter from X.J. Barile in Los Angeles asks me to send an Etching (a nude) to a Mrs. 

Rivolta to be paid for. We found one $15.00 and send it on a second trip to town, by air mail. 

We had lunch at Chas. Eckert’s, Cashier of First Nat. Bank Santa Fe. They have 8 or 9 

children only 3 at home—the rest scattered. Two in Army, some married. 

The first properly “blessed” meal we have had for some time. Good Catholics. 

In the early evening Jo and Teresa B. came in on their way back to S.F. They spent the 

last week in Denver, Col. A large ex. of the life work of Jo’s old teacher John Thompson305 was 

the chief purpose of their trip. In talking to an official of the Telephone Co. up there he stated 

that outlying ranches like ours would soon have wireless telephones. 

 

July 21, 1945 Heavy storms in sight in nearly every direction. We got only a very light shower. 

Helen painted on her Cochiti dance. My old Girls in S.F. Portale 1919 is ready and looks lighter 

with the light sky. 

 

 
304 Unknown. 

305 John Edward Thompson (1882-1945), painter and university professor 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Edward_Thompson)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Edward_Thompson
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July 22, 1945 A very warm day (in the sun) with threats of storm and rain in sight—but none to 

spare for “Sin Agua”. Jo and Teresa Bakos called in the evening. Jo is going on a trip with his 

patron Laf. Hughes. 

 

July 23, 1945 To town early and called at Shuster’s but no one home altho’ all doors were open.  

Met Emma Davis who tells us that Rita Staab my nurse out here in 1943 told her that she 

would like to see us. Emma is to drive her out here some day [sic] soon. 

 

July 24, 1945 We drove to town again today as we had to have more ice. We did other errands 

and took our two paintings to the Art Museum for the coming Annual Ex. 

Another very warm day with clouds a-plenty in the P.M. but no showers for us at “Sin 

Agua” 

In the afternoon after our siesta Helen urged me gently to start painting another portrait of 

her. I reluctantly got at the job but felt most incompetent both on account of my eyes which still 

have a tendency to do image and also my mind and hand seem equally decrepit. We stuck at the 

job—but I can’t see much future for the panel. Underpainting in tempera (Shiva’s casein) 

 

July 25, 1945 A busy and satisfactory day. Helen posed in red dress again and I made progress 

in my underpainting on the little 16 x 20 panel, with walks around the house breaking the work 

into three sittings. 
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Helen late in P.M. started a panel landscape, Pinons and Distance (about the only subject 

matter plus clouds that is available.) 

A fine heavy shower late in the P.M. added to our precious hoard of water.  

It is wonderful what deep satisfaction comes from hard endeavor to draw or paint. On 

account of being able to work hard all day we both feel quite contented. We walked for exercise 

twice, first five times around the drive ½ mile and later 10 times making another mile. 

 

July 26, 1945 The English people have voted for the Labor Part [sic] ousting Winston Churchill! 

A great moment in modern history. A great democratic Revolution, maybe more important than 

Victory over Germany and, soon, Japan. 

I put in some hours messing up my start of a portrait of Helen—disgusted and a bit low in 

my mind. 

Helen worked on her pictures. 

A very warm day. 

 

July 27, 1945 To town Helen driving the ca[sic]. She went to Dr. Eggenhofer’s for check up on 

her eyes, they are quite perfect! 

I went to look at Billy Davis’s drawings. 
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We met Randall Davey306 and as he has a show at the Museum we went in to see it. 

Lunch at the DeVargas Restaurant307. 

We went out to Shuster’s on Camino Monte sol and picked up his paining which Helen 

had purchased three weeks ago. Interior of George King’s Bar and dance floor. 

After visiting the Museum and liking most of Davey’s paintings we came home. 

In evening a fine steady rain. The Bakos’s stopped in and stayed a couple of hours. 

 

July 28, 1945 A very hot day but worked on Helen portrait308 and feel better about its prospects. 

Still underpainting in tempera. 

Shusters with Linda and John Adam S. and two little boy friends dropped in on their way 

to his homestead for an evening on the hill. We had arranged to see Helen ((Helene)) Ruthling in 

Tesuque 

We reached Tesuque 3 miles North (and coasting without our motor all the way after we 

reached the highway) Helene busy with her 10 children—little boarders who are lucky to be in 

her wise care. 

 
306 Randal Davey (1887-1964) painter of horses races, nudes, and still life subjects 
(http://www.medicinemangallery.com/bio/RandallDavey.lasso)  

307 Historic Santa Fe hotel, now named Hotel St. Francis (http://www.hotelstfrancis.com/our-story/our-
story/history)  

308 Possibly Helen, Kitchen Glimpse (Kraushaar Galleries) Elzea 1162 

http://www.medicinemangallery.com/bio/RandallDavey.lasso
http://www.hotelstfrancis.com/our-story/our-story/history
http://www.hotelstfrancis.com/our-story/our-story/history
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Her father old rugged weather beaten man of the earth is a fine character and has the best 

of the German traits. We came home just at nightfall. 

 

July 29, 1945 We walked West past Bakos hill and as far as Shuster’s Gate, in the morning. Car 

tire tracks showed that Shus had gone back last night passing our house but as they had four 

youngsters with them failed to stop in and see us. 

Painted—struggling with my eyes and messed up the port. of Helen. 

 

July 30, 1945 Worked some on the portrait of H. 

After lunch went to town. Ice is scarce, only allow us 37 pounds instead of 50 that we 

need. 

Mrs. Rivolta309 of Los Angeles friend of Barile sent check in payment for Etching310 I 

sent out there. 

 

July 3, 19451 In the morning went to town shopping and the Ice Plant was closed! Stopped at 

Emma Davis’s and looked at nephew Bill’s drawings. He is improving. We met Jo and Teresa B. 

at DeVargas Hotel and had drinks and lunch with them. A Birthday treat for me. 

 
309 Unknown. 

310 Unknown. 
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Will Shuster and Selma called for us in the evening and in his car we went to Mrs. Walter 

Barker’s home West of Pojoaque crossing the broad dry Nambe River bed twice and arriving at 

the modern Pueblo style house 6.30. P.M. A Mrs. –Brown311 of Chicago is visiting Barker’s. She 

had met me in Chicago in February 

The house is an architectural elaboration on native Adobe style and is right good and 

highly costly. The interior is the astonishing thing about it. 

Many rooms pervaded by carved ornaments on walls show curving heavily graceful 

sausage like relief. Very few paintings. Expensive furniture. Smooth plastered walls with 

intentional bends to corners. 

Neither Helen nor I would care to live in such surroundings. Cost no less than $75,000. 

Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Barker312 have been friends since childhood. I’m afraid the house is 

very ostentatious and original in an awful way. One of the Barker daughters there and young 

daughter of rich Tennessee amateur artist I met in 1943—Mrs. Potter313. 

 

August 1, 1945 Helen on knees scrubbing floors of “Sinagua”. We both like our place especially 

after our visit to that richly overdone place of Mrs. Barker’s. 

My portrait of H. is in pretty good shape to go on with now. 

 
311 Unknown 

312 Unknown. 

313 Unknown, previously mentioned in 1944. 
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August 2, 1945 Birthday. My seventy-fourth 74 quite a collection. When Helen roused me this 

morning I found an array of presents on my bed—cigars, Bottles of “Habanera” a good Mexican 

liquor etc.etc! A quiet morning quite warm. Worked on Helen’s portrait. 

About 3 P.M. it started to shower a real heavy one during which Emma Davis her nephew 

Billy and Rita Staab my nice nurse of my terrible summer of 1943. We were equally glad to 

meet. She looks the same tall dark and carrying herself in the straight square shouldered way I 

knew so well. The shower became a downpour. The tanks added about 500 gallons. And we 

rejoice. 

A surprise party for me in the evening. Will and Selma Shuster and Joe and Ann Reed 

arrived with a basket of Birthday gifts even presents from John Adam the little son of Shuster 

and Linda the pretty daughter. 

We had a gay and sometimes disputatious evening with 2 bottles of whiskey to aid and 

abet. The Reeds went home about 1.30 A.M. Then to please a fancy of mine we rode through a 

road thoroughly rain rain [sic] changed to Shuster’s a mile and a half West. Where we had coffee 

and conversation until nearly 7 A.M. then back to “Sinagua” and the Shusters drove back to 

town. 

A Very Merry Birthday!! 

 

August 3, 1945 Arose late today of course. Worked a little on the portrait of H. but it was the 

day after. But I and Helen feel that last night was good fun and good for both of us too.  
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It takes very few good friends to make a real break in our life out here mid the pinons. 

 

August 4, 1945 Today we drove to town, chiefly to get ice for our refrigerator which has had a 

hot time for the last ten days as they will not sell us the amount we need. 

Stopped in to see Reed’s. [sic] Then drove to the Ice Factory and joined a lineup of cars 

waiting for the sale of ice at one o’clock! We were limited to [handwritten: looks like 25 lbs?] 

We leaded the precious bit into back of car and sped home to Sinagua. 

Helen made a start at one of her swell little landscapes late in afternoon. 

I did some work on Helen portrait and think it’s ready to go on to a finish. 

Letter from Frances Strain says the set of J.S. etchings is on its way by Ex. from Chicago.  

Don Freeman writes from California, says his picture book “It Shouldn’t Happen—” is 

selling well in 2nd edition already. 

 

August 5, 1945 A very warm day, with broadly scattered cumulus clouds. 

Helen started a picture of the West End of “Sinagua.” 

We walked a mile around the house (10 laps make a mile) 

We enjoy our vast solitude recovering from our jolly birthday visitors of Thursday night. 
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August 6, 1945 To town today and by getting in line at the Ice Factor nearly one hour ahead of 1 

o’clock we secured 50 lbs, of ice [sic] and are as happy as our Ice box! 

Letter from Henry Clifford314 Curator of Painting at the Philadelphia Museum of Art. 

They are putting on an ex. of Artists of the Philadelphia Press315. Wants me to write something 

for the Catalo. Shinn is also to write for it. 

This evening on Radio we heard of the first use, against Japan, of a new “Atomic Bomb” 

with fearful destructive power developed by scientists who have been working 2 years on the 

east slopes of the Jemez Mts. at Los Alamos experimental laboratories plainly in sight though 45 

miles to the West of “Sinagua”. 

 

August 7, 1945 We went shopping for food to town. Stopped at Ration Board and put in 

application for stamps for gasoline for lamps pump and stove. 

Saw the new ex. at the Art Museum, a show that has the special interest of the 

Independent Ex. on a smaller scale. Shuster has a strong picture of old ladies in the Corpus 

Christi procession group carrying the banner. 

Preston McCrossen316 a full length of a mean [sic] smoking a large pipe. 

 
314 Henry Clifford (1904?-1974), curator of painting and sculpture at PMA for 22 years, retired in 1965 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1974/11/16/archives/henry-clifford-70-a-museum-
curator.html?mcubz=0&_r=0)  

315 “Artists of the Phildaelphia Press,” Philadelphia Museum of Art, October 14-November 18, 1945. See 
Elzea 2, p.480  

316 Preston McCrossen (1894-1981), painter active in New Mexico 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Preston_McCrossen/10034180/Preston_McCrossen.aspx)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1974/11/16/archives/henry-clifford-70-a-museum-curator.html?mcubz=0&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/1974/11/16/archives/henry-clifford-70-a-museum-curator.html?mcubz=0&_r=0
http://www.askart.com/artist/Preston_McCrossen/10034180/Preston_McCrossen.aspx
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A number of “abstract” pictures in the present mode. 

A very sensitive amusing pastel drawing by Mrs. Rohland317 of Monkeys and visitors to 

the Zoo. 

Helen’s landscape with chipmunks looked well. 

My Old Portal 1919 ((Portale)) was hung next to Helen’s landscape. 

Shuster drove out to the hill in late afternoon and we rode over to his place West of here. 

There were two fairly heavy rains in P.M. adding to our precious collection in the tanks. 

 

August 8, 1945 Sunshine and Clouds followed in afternoon by rain, not much. 

Russian Soviets declare War on Japan (as was understood after the Yalta agreement) 

Eastern Army of S.S.R. at once advanced against Japs in Manchuria. This along with the use of 

Atomic Bombs should soon bring end of Japan. Meanwhile with postwar employment problems 

unsettled Congress is away on Vacation! 

During the night we were awakened by a car coming at 3 A.M. through light rain, drove 

around our house then West 1 1.2 M. to Shuster’s—back and on the lower road and turned back 

passed the house again going East. 

 

 
317 Caroline Speare Rohland (1885-1964), WPA muralist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caroline_Speare_Rohland)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caroline_Speare_Rohland
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August 9, 1945 A little after 7 A.M. a car (exam. of tracks indicate the same as last night) came 

from East to gully in our road and turned around back. 

Another Atomic Bomb has been used on Nagasaki in Japan, the Radio gives us the news 

this A.M. 

Russia announces progress against Japs. 

We drove to town and stood in line with our car to secure 2 pieces 25 lbs. each of much 

needed ice. 

Rita Staab invites us to lunch tomorrow. 

We came home to Sinagua and Helen made dinner. 

Worked on Helen portrait in morning. 

In afternoon Helen started painting from the roof of the garage. She squats so attractively 

while working that I take an easel and panel to the store room looking over the garage and start a 

sketch in tempera of her at work.318 Both of us worked until 7 o’clock and then well tired out we 

quit. She made supper. 

 

August 10, 1945 In the morning to Santa Fe and met Henry Clifford of the Philadelphia Museum 

of Art and had a talk with him re pictures for their October Ex. “Artists of the Phila. PRESS.” At 

my suggestion he is to see Miss A.E. White about loaning some of her Sloans. 

 
318 Girl’s Eye View (DAM) Elzea 1164 
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We went to Rita Staab’s for lunch which was a pleasant interlude. A nice tidy little home 

in DeVargas St. After lunch we met Clifford again and took him out to “SinAgua.” [sic] He was 

much impressed by the extent and grandeur of the view. 

We took C. back to town and then called at Jo Bakos’ house and left a note asking them 

to drive my car out to Santa Clara dance Sunday with Mr. C. and on to Abiquiu to take him to 

stop at home of Georgia O’Keefe wife of Stieglitz foster father of “Modernism in America.” 

A comparatively exciting day for us. 

Rumors of the Jap surrender with conditions having been offered them. No confirmation. 

Bakos’s came in late in the evening. 

 

August 11, 1945 A notable day thanks to Mr. Clifford’s errand. We had lunch with Florence 

McCormick319 in the garden of LaFonda. Flor. was in a gentle gracious mood and the lunch was 

of her special planning was very good. 

Afterward we all rode out to Pojoaque to the McC. Ranch beautiful and comfortable 

altho’ war conditions have caused the farming conditions to be poorly maintained. 

Florence had my paintings of her collection all hung having taken them from storage 

boxes. They are going to spend the winter in N.Y.C. or near it. 

 
319 Wife of Cyrus Hall McCormick III (https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=103665865)  

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=103665865
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=103665865
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Clifford was thoroughly interested in selection 3 of the McC. paintings for the Phil. Mus. 

Ex. in October 

Nambe had a good rain while we were there, the first good one of the year. 

We were asked to dinner by Flo. and after sitting for a while we started home. Mr. 

Clifford driving my car through rain to Santa Fe. First I then Helen drove back to Sinagua. 

Cyrus McCormick is very ill. Encephalitis which siezed [sic] him in Europe 2 years ago. 

 

August 12, 1945 Travel Day! 

J. Bakos picked Henry Clifford at LaFonda and with Teresa drove out to our Sinagua 

arriving for Luncheon at Helen’s invitation. A swell roast of mutton flavored with chili and 

garlic. We all got into my car and with J.B. driving we started for Santa Clara pueblo. Here we 

met Cyrus and Florence McCormick and watched the dance and the visitors. Santa Clara is short 

of young men on acc. of war and the dancers were very few. The women’s costumes were quite 

irregular and the chorus quite an informal mixup [sic] as to clothing. But as a condensed and 

colorful collection of N.M. types it was quite beautiful. We stayed about 2 hours and then started 

up the Chama Valley to take Clifford to the ranch of Georgia O’Keefe on the Ghost Ranch 

owned by Mr. Pach. A splendid and even gorgeous series of scenic wonders fertile spots and 

astonishingly colored hills and geological dramatics. Abiquiu old settlement very real in its 

adobe architecture. 
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I have been up this way before about 23 years ago. We passed above the scene of my 

painting “Chama Running Red”320. The road is changed and vastly improved. 

G.O’Keefe has nice native style house. She is not an easy hostess but tried to welcome 

us. We left in an hour leaving Clifford. 

Good Rain in the evening 8.30 

 

August 13, 1945 The whole world is waiting in suspense as the rulers of Japan decide whether to 

surrender. Of course continuation of war will mean national suicide. 

We went to town and passed through the ordeal of getting our ice. We, Helen and I, each 

got 25 pounds, separating and of course doing a bit of “chiseling” but 50 pounds will last longer 

than 75 in three parts. So we are considering the supply. 

Met shuster [sic] at P.O. Tells us he is going to construct and plan “Zozobra” for Fiesta 

opening in September will have larger budget for fireworks. 

Alice Corbin321 Poetess, widow of W.P. Henderson artist who died last year also spoke to 

us at P.O. 

Note from Mrs. L.A. Hughes (Christine)322 invites us for Tues. 

 
320 Chama Running Red (Anschutz Collection) Elzea 730 

321 Alice Corbin Henderson (1881-1949), poet and author 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_Corbin_Henderson)  

322 Unsure who this is, since the Lafayette Hughes who is Bakos’ patron seems most likely to be Lafayette 
M. Hughes. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_Corbin_Henderson
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In the afternoon Helen sketched from the back roof and I went on with my picture of her 

at work. 

Apart from the arrand [sic] for Ice, a pleasant quiet day and we think that the views from 

our hill are much more restful and soul satisfying than the exciting exposed geology of the 

Chama. 

 

August 14, 1945 Easter sky full of mackerel clouds this A.M. reaching far toward Zenith. I think 

it indicates rain. 

We both painted today. I on H’s portrait, she on landscape. 

It rained early in the night and Bakos and Teresa came out in our absence. 

To Christine Hughes’ for a cocktail party 5.30 P.M. where highballs flowed freely. 

“Young Chris” was there, has been divorced from Hacket. I think the marriage lasted nearly 10 

yrs. Vivian Sloan Yarborough Fisk ((Fiske))323 was there and we talked. Florence McC. without 

Cyrus, Shusters, Jim Hughes and his brother Levi, little Louise Pugh324, Jim H’s father and 

mother in law, and his wife. 

I responded to Jim’s request for my pantomime (introduced by Henri years ago) the Soup 

Story.325 

 
323 Vivian Sloan Yarborough Fiske (1893-1978) painter (https://www.artprice.com/artist/211369/vivian-
sloan-yarbrough/biography)  

324 Friend of Witter Bynner. 

325 Some Philadelphia Sketch Club thing? ASK HEATHER 

https://www.artprice.com/artist/211369/vivian-sloan-yarbrough/biography
https://www.artprice.com/artist/211369/vivian-sloan-yarbrough/biography
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Helen drove us home. The off highway road was muddy but she did a fine job. Her first 

experience with Mud. 

 

August 15, 1945 We both painted today. 

In the afternoon we drove to town. The stores were closed on acc, of Victory of Japan, 

altho’ the News on Radio shows that Japs are not all acting in accord with Emperor’s orders to 

cease firing. 

We found several gasoline stations in town closed but got some White Gasoline for our 

stove, lamps and pump motor finally. 

Radio says that Gasoline Rationing is to be discontinued. 

 

August 16, 1945 Helen and I took a good walk this morning along the road around the hills 

about 2 miles.  

We both painted all day with interruptions for Helen of making lunch and dinner and a 

nap for me. 

In the evening Jo and Teresa Bakos came out to see us. General chat which for a minute 

touched on Russia. Jo hoped R. would not get the secret of Atomic Bomb. I stated that the world 

would be better off if it was exclusively in U.S.S.R. care. A moment of clash between us. Jo is of 

Polish origin and his prejudice against Russia is fed by his Catholic Church. We soon left the 

subject and all went smoothly. 
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The Jap. Emperor seems to be trying to bring about compliance with the surrender terms. 

 

August 17, 1945 Went to town to get ICE and had about 20 min. wait but we both got our 25 lb. 

pieces pretty soon after the storage doors were opened and the buzz saw man had cut the 

portions. 

We stopped at Garcia St. and I had a little talk with Mrs. Bolte tenant of rearhouse [sic] 

number 314 ½ now. The electric bills have jumped nearly 5.00 since they have been there so I 

told her to get a meter or if that can’t be done to pay us 3.50 a month extra. She said that would 

be satisfactory. 

Miss Sims our caretaker has had the studio floor and walls done over and it looks quite 

fine. 

Painted during the day, that is I did. Helen was laundering. 

A quiet evening alone with the Radio. 

 

August 18, 1945 I painted on Helen’s portrait and got it all choked up so erased part of it for 

repainting. I worked 5 hours in the morning and feel a bit down. But that is nothing new. 

Jo and Teresa dropped in after lunch (a broiled steak!) Jo has a telegram offering position 

as instructor in Art at University of Missouri but we all feel he need not take it. His patron for 

whom he is painting bulls, might not keep touch at that distance. 
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While sitting at supper in the Portale, Helen got a clear sight of a catamount or wild cat 

strolling near the East crest of the hill. It was back of me and had gone off below the brow before 

I turned to look. This is the first we’ve seen and are happy in the increase of our live neighbors, 

chipmunks, rabbits, packrats, mice, and occasional horse, rarely cows, lizards, horn toads, once a 

king snake (killed it before finding out it was harmless and useful) 

 

August 19, 1945 We went down to our S.W. corner arroyo and got some sand. Left Helen down 

there to paint. 

Worked on “Helen on the Roof.” 

She came up and made lunch. She had a dramatic thunderbird painted. Made lunch. 

After lunch I painted again; took up the portrait of H. 

We sifted sand for Jo Bakos who came in late in afternoon to put the top coat of cement 

on the patching we had done on East tank. 

He made a nice job of it. 

Jo got Teresa from their homestead where she had been doing some sweeping-up. We 

had a wonderful dish of ox-tail which Helen had prepared and salad and apricot gelatin ice-box 

pie very good. Jo and Teresa went home at 9.30. We sat up until 10.30 then to bed. 
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August 20, 1945 To town. Went out to Jo Bakos’s and sent letter to Mr. Hansen326 of Missouri 

Univ. recommending X.J. Barile for the position he had offered Jo. 

We then stood for ¾ hour waiting to get our portions of ice. A very tiresome duty.  

We stopped in to see Joe and Ann Reed. She has her first baby on the assembly-line, 

looks well and cheerful. 

Joe is helping Shuster on building “Zozobra” for the fiesta. 

A good rain in the late afternoon seemed quite extensive over the whole vista and quite 

heaving and long lasting over Santa Fe. 

We had further rain during the night. 

A letter from Fort Worth Art Soc. ((Assoc.)) wishes me to reconsider my refusal to come 

and talk there. 

 

August 21, 1945 Helen wrote Fort Worth Art Soc. saying we could not undertake the travel 

difficulties going there. 

We drove to town shopping. 

A nice cool, cloudy day broken of course by bursts of sunshine. 

We had a letter from Mary Feist (Regensberg)327 in ans. to a letter H. wrote her. Says 

she’s not painting much but is enjoying house work cooking. 

 
326 Unsure of who this is. 
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I repainted the light portion of the head of Helen and have hopes. 

In the P.M. Helen gesso grounded several panels 5 coats each. 

I washed out car assisted, or hampered by a moderate shower of rain. 

Jo and Teresa came in about 8.30 o’clock and we talked painting for an hour or more. A 

beautiful night sky moon under dark cloud lighting clouds about the edges. 

 

August 22, 1945 Working on picture of Helen seated on Roof at work. 

Josephine Eckert328 and her husband Wm Saunders came in from Taos where they are 

summering. Jo is as high strung as ever. He is a big burly kindly fellow. She worked under my 

teaching in 1940 or ‘39 out here in Santa Fe. Has had a couple of years’ illness, and studied with 

2 or 3 others since. Her work which she brought to show me shows progress and good qualities. 

Helen in kindness of heart asked them to dinner, and to my surprise sat us down to the oxtail 

ragout which she had planned for the Reeds this evening. They stayed 3 hours and left us both 

rather exhausted. She communicates nerve strain. 

I worked in the afternoon until the Reeds came to “dinner number 2”. Helen fixed a nice 

dish of tripe very tasty. During the evening Joe Reed asked to see my etchings and selected $380. 

worth of them, list price. I will give him a discount. He is probably well of[f] financially as Ann 

 
327 Mary Regensberg Feist (1914-2014), modernist portrait painter, student of Sloan in 1930s, 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Mary_Regensburg_Feist/10044446/Mary_Regensburg_Feist.aspx)  

328 Unsure if he has the husband’s name correct. 

http://www.askart.com/artist/Mary_Regensburg_Feist/10044446/Mary_Regensburg_Feist.aspx
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expects offspring next month. They left in bright and beautiful moonlight with clouds scattered 

across the night sky. 

 

August 23, 1945 The Japanese claim losses of ten million through bombing attacks in this war 

they started. 

Worked on Helen Sketching on the roof all day at intervals. 

Helen painted outside. 

Jo and Teresa Bakos called while we were at supper this evening. They had been working 

over at the homestead. 

Japanese estimates of loss of life were very much lower in the news this eve. 

 

August 24, 1945 We drove H. driving, to town this A.M. Stopped at P.O. Cigars from Helen Sr. 

(Mrs. Farr Helen’s mother). We went then to deliver Etchings to Joe Reed and he gave me a 

check for them. Then I went for ice while H. shopped for groceries etc. Then stopped for 

gasoline with the words “Fill it up, please” which I used for the first time since rationing came 

with the War. Then we drove home at which point I discovered that I had lost Joe Reed’s check 

so I dashed back to Santa Fe and phoned Reed to notify the Bank as I did also. Time for trip 32 

M. 

In the afternoon worked on portrait of Helen which I think is nearing the point of 

completion. That is, I will have to call it finished for lack of a better word (or a worse.) 
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August 25, 1945 Helen is feeling a little below par today altho’ the amount of household chores 

she put through would hardly indicate it. 

I worked on the H. painting on the back roof, of course without her posing. It is mostly a 

memory job. 

We went to town to reach Reed’s at 6 o’clock were Ann had us for a very good dinner. 

Baked ham was the main dish. 

 

August 26, 1945 After Helen had given the place a good going over with brush broom and 

carpet sweeper and we had dinner, we had a surprise visit from Cyrus and Florence McCormick. 

I showed them the Picture of Helen painting on the back roof and they liked it enough to 

decide to own it for 600.00 

The unfinished portrait of H. with a glimpse of the kitchen they did not seem especially 

interested in. 

In the evening Jo and Teresa B. called and invited us to come over to their place in town 

for lunch tomorrow. 

 

August 27, 1945 We went to Bakos’s for lunch. I had worked all morning. 
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We looked at a frame Jo B. has with object of selecting one from Newcomb, Macklin Co. 

for the Helen Sketching picture for McCormicks. 

We called at Joe Reed’s and borrowed a frame to fit the picture but ordered from N.M 

Co. by air mail 2 frames of the Barbizon type. 

Our efforts to find some oxtails to have for dinner Wednesday when McCormicks are 

coming to dine met with failure. 

 

August 28, 1945 I worked in the morning while Helen scrubbed the floors! 

We went to town to see if we could get the tails of some oxen as we had promised 

Florence McC this ragout for dinner tomorrow. But no success altho’ we tried at nearly every 

butcher counter in town. We joined the waiting line for ice and each got our dole and happily 

drove home. 

Jo and Teresa called. He is doing some plastering over at the homestead. He has also 

been presented with a two flight stairway which he is going to put beside the house making a 

way to a roof observation post. 

 

August 29, 1945 Painted on the portrait of Helen who is busy cleaning up for “Company” 

tonight. 
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After lunch Mr. and Mrs. Barker from the Pojoaque Valley where we had dinner a couple 

of weeks ago with Shusters, drove up and he was introduced. I liked him, he is a plain simple 

mannered man. They, and he especially wondered at our broad panorama from our hill. 

McCormicks and Bakos’s came to dinner. Helen did herself proud with a baked tongue 

and spaghetti. One drink before dinner and no more after dinner helped make the evening a very 

pleasant affair. Florence at her best, told of farm 385 acres in Duchess Co. New York where they 

are going to live starting this fall. Cyrus seemed to be enjoying himself and they decided to take 

my Portrait of Helen in place of H. Sketching. 

 

August 30, 1945 We went to Santa Fe this morning. I attended the Annual Meeting of the 

Directors (or whatever they are) of the Museum of New Mexico with Dr. Edgar Hewett presiding 

as he has for many years/[sic] I met Dr. Kleinschmidt329 pres. of the University of S. California, a 

member. Willard King330 was also there. He bought my caricature painting of Frans [sic] Hals’ 

Bohemian Girl331 a few years ago. New members elected and the entire present board reelected. 

We went to lunch at the LaFonda and had a discussion (of no interest to me) afterward. 

Sylvanus Morley332 presented his collection of Early Spanish American and Maya articles to the 

 
329 Rufus B. von KleinSmid (1975-1964), president of USC from 1921-1947 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufus_B._von_KleinSmid)  

330 Willard King was the treasurer of the American School of Classical Studies in Rome in 1912 (see 
Bulletin - Archaeological Institute of America, Volume 3, page 227).  

331 Bohemian Girl (Paul Eliot Smith), Elzea 1086 

332 Sylvanus Morley (1883-1948), archeologist and spy (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sylvanus_Morley)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufus_B._von_KleinSmid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sylvanus_Morley
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Museum, to be delivered by his estate at a later date. We did not stay for these formalities. Helen 

looked very lovely and the ladies of my acquaintance were very nice to her. 

We came back to Sinagua and I worked! Later Joe Reed and Ann dropped in for a short 

time toward sunset. 

We had a return visit by two horses and three burros who have drained and upset our 

water barrels at the drain spout of the garage. One of the burros is very friendly but they are a 

nuisance when they knock over the water barrels. 

 

August 31, 1945 A weight is off my mind. I have prepared the preface for the Catalogue of the 

“Artists of the Philadelphia Press” exhibition at the Phila. Museum of Art.  

Helen helped by having made some notes of remarks I had made lately in my 

consideration of the task. She neatly typed three copies. 

We had a long steady rain in the late afternoon. We are lucky not to have to drive the 

road this night. 

In the morning. We went to town and stood half an hour or so to get our pieces of ice. 

Helen is sending my comments on my etchings to Zigrosser333 of the Phila. Museum of 

Art who is attending to drawings and prints in the coming Press Artists Ex. 

 
333 Carl Zigrosser (1891-1975), Philadelphia Museum Prints Curator from 1941-1963 
(https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/zigrosserc.htm)  

https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/zigrosserc.htm
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Our horse and burro visitors came again this A.M. As the barrels were empty we filled a 

tub with previous water from the tanks which they drained eagerly. 

 

September 1, 1945 Finishing the portrait of Helen glimpse of Kitchen background so Florence 

McCormick can send for it. 

Our horses and Burros dropped by again this morning and as we had a good rain last 

night I drew water for them from our tank supply which is now ample for our needs this summer 

and fall. 

Helen mailed my prospectus to Henry Clifford of Phila. Museum of Art. 

She also sent inventory of Chelsea Studio to Miss Antoinette Kraushaar. 

Santa Fe Fiesta 

We went to town for gasoline and saw the traffic jam caused by cars in for the Fiesta 

which starts today. We stopped at “Zozobra” the image of Old Man Gloon [sic] which Shuster 

has built North of town. Shuster was at lunch. 

We took a longish walk around the hills of Sinagua in the afternoon. 

Late in the afternoon, I started a drawing of Helen in the bath tub,334 drawing on a gesso 

panel with Conte pencils. It looks like a good plan. 

 

 
334 Finishing Touches (location unknown) Elzea 1165 
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September 2, 1945 6 A.M. at dawn Shuster’s voice outside our bedroom window. We got up 

and admitted a tired and rather tight but happy Shus. He said “Zozobra” and fireworks had gone 

wonderfully. He had a bottle with him and we proceeded to put on a sort of small orgy lasting 

through the day. We went out to his homestead later after lunch he opened up the house and we 

loafed and talked, coming back later to Sinagua here[.] Shus felt the call of home and 

apprehensions of an indignant Selma waiting for him so he left. But Jo and Teresa had stopped in 

and Shus put off his leaving until they had gone. Bakos’s had been to a party given by Louise 

Pugh to the recently returned Witter Bynner335. We had not been asked, but Teresa said Bynner 

had inquired for us. 

Early to bed and a good night’s sleep. 

 

September 3, 1945 Helen is doing the wash today and ironing. 

I started underpainting the panel of H. in the tub, working several hours on it. 

Our horses and burros visited us twice today. They are becoming a nuisance upsetting the 

barrels and messing up my “chipmunk amusement park.” I chased the equine visitors down the 

hill. 

Jo and Teresa called in the evening. 

Shuster told us that our neighbor to the North is going to get telephone service soon! 

 
335 Wytter Bynner (1881-1968) American poet who lived in Santa Fe 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witter_Bynner)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witter_Bynner
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This may make it possible for us to have phone and would perhaps be a great comfort or 

might it be a nuisance? 

 

September 4, 1945 The horses and burros called and I drove them away! 

We went to town and got supplies. Also stood for 45 minutes getting our portion of ice. A 

grand exhibition of free enterprise. 

I think I have finished the portrait of Helen in red waist and H. wrote to Florence McC. 

telling her it is ready and that she can call for it at her convenience. 

A letter from Cecil and Agatha Bell says that she has put up peaches of which we are to 

have a share this winter. 

Made another drawing of Helen in the evening. 

 

September 5, 1945 Worked on Helen standing in the tub and isolated the tempera as usual with 

gelatin solution. 

Helen in addition to giving the house a general brush up cooked three meals and did some 

painting in the afternoon. 

We took a short walk toward evening. 

The day has been unusually hot. 86 in the shade on North wall of home. 
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September 6, 1945 Helen a little below par today, a touch of “Summer Complaint” as they used 

to call it.  

We went light on our feed[sic]. 

I worked on Helen’s picture standing in the bath tub. It seems to be going well. 16 x 20 in 

size. The rate of production nowadays is much slower than 30 years ago but the process and the 

aims I have are, I feel, more important more real and less visual. 

Jo Bakos called in the evening. He had been working on moving a flight of steps into 

position outside the house. He was very enthusiastic over my bath tub picture. 

Our horse and burro visitors have been tramping over Jo’s place the last two days and he 

don’t like it any better than we do. 

 

September 7, 1945 Went to town in the morning. Shopped and got our ice, 

Late afternoon Helen Shuster and her son Don Captain Shuster age 24 came out in his 

car. He is on 30 day furlough at end of which he goes to camp in Texas. Helen invited them to 

dinner after which they stayed until 10.30. Don is still round faced with much of the look he had 

as a child but he has been through Germany. Says they are clearing up the debris and ruins much 

more than the French whom he feels are degenerate. 

Helen has her artificial leg. Her right leg was removed 7 or 8 or 9 years ago. She is 

pleased with it but still uses a cane and a crutch. 
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September 8, 1945 Worked all day on the bath tub picture of Helen. A hard day’s work but I’m 

amazed at my being able to do it. It’s up hill pulling. I have no facility. 

The weather is cooler and more like Santa Fe should be. 

Shuster with Captain Don dropped in for a few minutes late in the afternoon. 

Jo and Teresa came by later. 

 

September 9, 1945 Another cool day overcast in the morning sun in the afternoon. 

Worked on bath tub picture. It is moving pretty well now. 

In the afternoon Emma Davis brought Mae Larsen and Mrs. Carl Bishop336 who has been 

in Hawaii all through the war including the Jap bombing of Pearl Harbor. Emma has bought a 

new house for herself but can’t occupy it as the tenants have not moved out. 

Mae has not been well since her arrival, touch of dysentery. 

Jo and Teresa called in the evening. He said that he [repaired] the fence gate at the foot of 

the West road. If the horses and burros who have been annoying us are on the South side of the 

gate we may hope for a cessation of their predatory visits. 

 

September 10, 1945 To Santa Fe and left Helen at the dentist’s, then saw Dewey Spohr about 

the roof of “Sinagua.” He told me he would come out this evening and look at it. 

 
336 Unknown. 
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Stopped at Joe Reed’s and he gives us the news that Ann’s baby girl was born Saturday 

and that she and baby are doing well. He retains his air of scientific serenity. No expression of 

joy or satisfaction, serenely indifferent is his cue. 

Home to lunch to which we invited Joe R. He dines with the same lack of enthusiasm and 

appetite.  

But he is kind to me, he brought with him a 16 x 20 frame which he got from Frederick’s 

in N.Y.C. so that I could see my last three pictures in it. Good looking French pattern and cheap 

11.50. 

Worked on bath tub picture. 

Jo and Teresa came in the evening, but the roofer did not come. 

 

September 11, 1945 Wrote to John Sloan Dickey337 who is a Lock Haven cousin of mine and 

who has been with the State Dept. Wash. for several years and now is appointed President of 

Dartmouth College. I have met him occasionally and he has bought several of my etchings from 

Kraushaar’s. 

Helen went sketching this afternoon with the car! 

I repainted figure of H. in bathtub complete tempera modelling to be reglazed. 

 
337 John Sloan Dickey (1907-1991) cousin of Sloan’s, president of Dartmouth 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Sloan_Dickey)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Sloan_Dickey
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Spohr the roofer came this A.M. Said present roof is very poor bad material and work. 

Gave him order to put on new heavy roof with asphalt. 300.00 and then extras. 

We went to town and got ice. 

Signs of civilization coming for “Sinagua.” Saw Telephone Co. car going over to Bakos’ 

homestead. I asked their business up the road. “Just looking over” the driver said. 

Phone would be nuisance and convenience. 

 

September 12, 1945 Worked on bath tub picture of Helen many hours, renewed the 

underpainting and started glazes. 

A huge explosion at about 5 P.M. shook Sinagua—we saw a high cloud of smoke rising 

from a point about 7 miles or more South of Los Alamos. Another little experience, we 

supposed. A small sample of a bigger and better Atomic Bomb!338 

In the evening a meeting of the Directors of the Santa Fe Artists. Talk of re-opening the 

sketch class which met for one year and a half in basement of the Art Museum. These quarters 

have now been taken over for War Records. 

The final conclusion reached was that it would be well to find if we can get club rooms 

somewhere. 

Present were Gus Bauman ((Baumann)), W. Shuster, Joz. Bakos [sic], O. Hullenkramer, 

Balink339, Mrs. Joe King, Alfred Morang. 

 
338 Can’t find a record of this test/explosion. 
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Helen fixed a drink. 

 

September 13, 1945 Spohr the roofer was to do the roof job today but he did not turn up. 

Helen and I painted all day. I worked on H. portrait for Florence McCormick. 

 

September 14, 1945 Went to town and saw Spohr. He says he will have men out at Sinagua roof 

tomorrow. 

We stood in line and got ice. Went to Shuster’s to ask them to dinner but they were not 

home. Workmen all doing cement work there as Selma is having the whole house put into good 

repair. 

On the way back to the hill we met the Shusters in their car. They had been out to the 

homestead. We invited them for dinner next Tuesday evening. 

Helen is painting a small panel, girl in yellow reading a book on waiting room bench. 

She’s getting a good think we hope. 

I painted on Nude in act of stepping out of tub using towel. 

 

September 15, 1945 Worked all day on Helen’s portrait which is being radically changed. I 

hope for the better. 
 

339 Henry Cornelius Balink (1882-1963), painter of Indian subjects 
(http://www.askart.com/artist_keywords/Henry_Cornelius_Balink/7268/Henry_Cornelius_Balink.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist_keywords/Henry_Cornelius_Balink/7268/Henry_Cornelius_Balink.aspx
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Helen went over to Jo’s homestead and made another start of his house seen through the pinon 

trees. 

As we had another visit from the stray horses last evening I walked down the West road 

to see that the gate was shut. It was. 

In the evening Jo and Teresa called. The horses had managed to bend the pump over their 

cistern! 

 

September 16, 1945 Shuster came in the afternoon with a bit of stimulant and talked with us 

while I went on painting. He and I went over to the homestead for a while. He left as we went to 

supper. 

In the evening we went to Miss Eliz. White’s to recital of viola d’amour selections played 

by Alix Young Maruches340. Years ago I first heard her play in New York. It was a very 

interesting program at Miss White’s followed by a buffet supper and punch. Many of the elite of 

Santa Fe were present. Witter Bynner back from Mexico. Helen drove the car all the way home. 

 

September 17, 1945 Spohr arrived today with tools and materials for new roof for “Sinagua”. 

Says they will start work tomorrow. Hope so! 

Painted on Portrait of Helen and also H. standing in tub. 

 
340 Alix Young Maruchess (1889-c.1973), violin and viola player who worked with critic and musician 
Eudora Garrett to bring concerts to people in rural areas in the 1930s. See Richard Zelade, Austin in the 
Jazz Age, p.145 
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September 18, 1945 Workmen started on the roof. We went to town to shop for groceries and 

get our ice. They allowed me 50 pounds! 

Called and increased our order for wood to be sent out tomorrow P.M. 

Finding a flat tire on our car when we took it out of the garage Helen and I jacked it up 

and put on our spare tire and had the other fixed while we had lunch at the DeVargas. 

In the evening the Shusters came (late as usual) to dinner. Jo and Teresa B. dropped in 

and contributed their share to the delay—but Helen had oxtail ragout and waiting cased no harm. 

We finally sat down and Bakos’s left. We had a quiet evening with Will and Selma. They put 

John Adam to sleep in their car. Shuster wants me to accompany the French Embassy on a sight 

seeing [sic] tour next Sunday. I agreed but can’t say that I look forward to the trip. 

 

September 19, 1945 Worked on tub picture and the Helen portrait off and on all day.  

Spohr’s men worked on the roof and when they left the whole job was finished, and it 

looks very good to me. A thick sand covered asphalt paper tops the job, all paper under and over 

is set in asphalt. It will cost over 300.00 but will last 15 years according to Spohr. 

We received a large truck load of stove wood today $29.00 
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Two burros hung around all day. Toward evening 6 P.M. Dave Steele341 in a truck with 

Calif. license plate came along, said he was looking for a burro. Asked Helen if we were here all 

the time, she ans. “Yes.” The stray horses gave him an excuse for going over our place. 

 

September 20, 1945 Working on final state of the portrait “Helen, Kitchen Glimpse”. Florence 

McCormick sent her chauffeur Tom Madden to collect it—and so it is gone altho’ it is so 

different from the state at which she saw it, that she may not find it to her liking. 

At about 6.30 Dave Steel ((Steele)) our “neighbor” to the Southwest drove up in a truck 

“looking for his horses.” I had the first conversation since the time about 10 years ago when I 

was sketching a barn West edge of Santa Fe, he drove up and said it was his barn. I replied that it 

was a picturesque. He said that I should properly pay him something for using it as a subject! 

He asked for a drink of water. Came in to the kitchen and did not look about him at all. 

He probably knows the interior and might be able to tell how the house was robbed in 1942? 

Jo and Teresa came in said the horses were over on their hill. Queer Steel ((Steele)) has 

not found them there. He started going to Shuster’s but I saw the truck come past going East a 

few minutes later. 

 

September 21, 1945 We observed Dave Steel ((Steele)) in his truck on our road this morning 

and he went up J. Bakos’s hill. Looking for his horses we suppose. 

 
341 Dave Steele is a local whom Sloan encounters several more times over the years in odd circumstances. 
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We went to Santa Fe and picked up Beulah Stevenson at Olive Rush342‘s house where she 

has been for a month’s vacation. We did our errands and got ice 50 pounds and they tell us that 

the scarcity is over now! We brought Miss Stevenson home to the hill for lunch and I took her 

back at about 3 P.M. She told me that she liked Helen very much—that we are both lucky which 

is certainly true as to myself. 

Worked on tub picture. 

 

September 22, 1945 Worked on bath tub picture. 

In the evening we went to the opening reception for the French Embassy’s Exhibition of 

Pre War French Art opening in Santa Fe Art Museum343. An odd thing thing [sic] that Santa Fe 

has the first showing. It is to go to Colorado Springs next, also to N.Y. 

I was supposed to be on the reception line but dodged it. 

The Exhibition seems at first scan to be nothing extraordinary. A few good pictures and 

many unimportant works. An old Matisse, a Picasso of an ordinary sort. Picabia not important. A 

Utrillo344, strong and naive with good color. We will go in next week and look the stuff over. 

There was a large attendance of people who really were not interested in the paintings, and will 

likely not not [sic] come again to see them. 

A beautiful full moonlight ride home, Helen driving. 

 
342 Olive Rush (1873-1966) muralist, illustrator, education (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_Rush)  

343 Cannot find records of this show. Santa Fe Art Museum records are not readily available online. 

344 Maurice Utrillo (1883-1955) French painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Utrillo)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_Rush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Utrillo
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Tomorrow I have agreed to take a ride with the Embassy men to show them the Scenic 

wonders of the land. 

Helen says and she is right—the French Exhibition is a collection of “pot boilers.” 

 

September 23, 1945 This day which I had thought would be rather a difficult one turned out to 

be quite interesting and happy. 

Four representatives of the French Embassy’s Art Interests were taken in two State Police 

cars. Capt. Ben Matinez [sic] drove one and Officer Apodaca in the other. The French Consul of 

San Francisco Jacques Baeyens,345 Batigne346 Chief of Service of Beaux Arts Wash. D. C. M. 

Charbert347 and a French Indo-Chinese named Tao Kim Hai348 of French Information Service. 

Will Shuster, Jo Bakos, Hilaire Heiler349 ((Hiler)), and I, were artists escorting. We went to San 

Juan Pueblo and saw a rather seedy and pathetic Corn Dance. A poor sample but amusing too. 

Also went to small village of Cordoba, high in the hills and very picturesque and unspoiled old 

New Mexico. A fine old church with crude decorative altarpieces and small group of 

 
345 Jacques Baeyens (1905-1997) French diplomat (http://www.fgv.br/cpdoc/acervo/dicionarios/verbete-
biografico/jacques-ferdinand-marcel-georges-baeyens) (http://data.bnf.fr/12587209/jacques_baeyens/)  

346 Unknown. 

347 Unknown. 

348 Tao Kim Hai (dates?) French-Vietnamese writer 
(http://www.academia.edu/23395284/Tao_Kim_Hai_The_Cock)  

349 Hilaire Hiler (1898-1966) American artist, color theoretician, psychologist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilaire_Hiler)  

http://www.fgv.br/cpdoc/acervo/dicionarios/verbete-biografico/jacques-ferdinand-marcel-georges-baeyens
http://www.fgv.br/cpdoc/acervo/dicionarios/verbete-biografico/jacques-ferdinand-marcel-georges-baeyens
http://data.bnf.fr/12587209/jacques_baeyens/
http://www.academia.edu/23395284/Tao_Kim_Hai_The_Cock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilaire_Hiler
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worshippers. We also visited the old Sanctuario at Chimayo350 with its foreground proscenium of 

two old cottonwoods, grand old trees with arched branches. A hole next to the chancel in 

separate room contains sacred earth with healing powers! We were thanks to the Police escort 

admitted by the back door to a saloon restaurant in Espanola where we had beer and were 

entertained by a Sargent ((Sergeant)) of Technical Corps who had been one of a squad of men at 

the Atomic Bomb test at Alamagordo N.M. We ended up at McCormick’s in Nambe where a 

birthday party of Cyrus McCormick was in progress. A number of friends were there. Helen’s 

portrait was hung. They like it. 

Helen drove home at night most successfully. 

 

September 24, 1945 Got up rather late for us in Sinagua. We have been rising at 7 A.M. which 

is six by Standard Time as we are under War Time to be discontinued at the end of the month. 

Worked on Bath tub picture and put it in the bright New Mex. sunshine to dry. I have 

twice interposed films of gelatin over glazed stages in this picture. It isolates the work beneath 

very well and makes it possible to remove subsequent glazing without disturbing first work. As 

to its permanence? It might cause cracking. 

Jo Bakos and Teresa called in the evening. T. is going out to Calif to visit her sons 

John351 and Raphael352 Dorman. 

 
350 Santuario de Chimayo is a Roman Catholic church and pilgrimage site 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Santuario_de_Chimayo)  

351 Unknown. 

352 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Santuario_de_Chimayo
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Helen spent the afternoon yesterday with Selma Shuster and found that she was pretty 

thoroughly influenced by the vicious fabrications of Mariam Davis. Whose designs on my estate 

were frustrated by Helen’s entry into my life for which I am deeply thankful.  

 

September 25, 1945 To town this morning and after going out to our Garcia St. home where 

Miss Sims showed us the plaster repairing on the house. 

We took Mae Larsen to lunch at the DeVargas Restaurant. We then went to the Art 

Museum and saw the PreWar French pictures, found many more of worthwhile interest. The 

Exhibition should be a stimulus to Santa Fe Artists. 

We left our paintings for the Albuquerque State Fair. Helen’s “Water Barrel” a view of 

the garage end of “Sinagua”. I sent “Girl’s Eye View” of Helen painting on the garage roof. 

Back home 

 

September 26, 1945 This morning H. and I took the car and went 3 miles to the junction of our 

road with the highway and set up our sketching easels and painted for about 2 hours. We both 

underpainted in tempera. It was a change for me, my first outdoor sketch this summer. 

After lunch we rested and then we took a sunbath North of the house. The weather has 

been much cooler lately. 
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September 27, 1945 In the evening Miss Christine Hughes and her daughter Christine Hacket 

(now divorced) came to dinner. Helen had a swell roasted chicken nice filling swell cause gravy, 

salad and gelatin cream egg icebox pie. 

We had a drink before dinner but none after. Not a lively evening. Some conversation 

about their dogs, Chris’s Hospital “G.L.” friends but they went home early. 

 

September 28, 1945 We went to town in A.M. shopping and getting ice. As he had asked me to 

stop in to see him I called at Dr. Hewett’s office in the old palace. He spoke again of the two 

storied addition he wants to build West of the Chapel of the Art Museum/ [sic] The lower floor 

to be added exhibition galleries and the upper to be studios. 

I thought removable walls for the studios would be a good idea. 

Suggested that one section be assigned to the Santa Fe Painters and Sculp. organization 

for their use as Sketch Class and Club Room. Also it was proposed that the S.F.P. and S. be in in 

charge of the 3 or 4 studios to be used by S. F. artists who organized classes. 

As we were about to have dinner a knock on the kitchen door, a young man named Fisher 

said he wanted help for a sand stuck car to the S.W. of us—he had walked two hours in the dark 

and saw our light from Bakos’s hill. We ate quickly then taking him in our car he drove back San 

Francisco Road 2 or 3 miles from the road we had taken and we finally reached the stranded car. 

The owner was a cripple not able to move his body. With him an elderly lady Ms. McCormick. 

Fisher carried LeVinness in his arms and put him in our car. The other was hopelessly stuck in 

sand. We brought them back to Santa Fe and then drove home. An adventure. 
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September 29, 1945 Today cold and wet with some soft snow nearly melted, for a while but the 

rain continued all day off and on. 

I lit the oil burner in the studio. 

I worked on my painting of the highway with branch road going East,353 started with 

Helen Wednesday. She painted on her memory of Alex [Alix] Maruches playing her viola 

d’amour. It seems to promise well, still in tempera underpainting stage. 

Afternoon and evening a drizzle of rain which delivered from the roof 200 or more 

gallons to our tanks. 

Quite cold. We lit the heater part of the day and evening. Thermometer low 42°. 

 

September 30, 1945 Gray with low clouds, in the A.M. a powdering of snow on the trees and 

distant hills. The higher mountains covered by long low gray clouds. By afternoon the sun broke 

through and a beautiful scattered cumulus clouded sky and warm New Mex. sun made 

everything happy. 

I let about 400 gals. of water from the tanks run away so that we may benefit in freshness 

and clarity of any rain that may come this month. 

Working on the painting of branch road off the highway. 

 
353 Possibly Asters and Chamisa (private collection) Elzea 1166 
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To Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Fisk’s ((Fiske))354 for dinner. She is Vivian Sloan of Texas, Fort 

Worth. Has three marriages previous. Nice house on the Hyde Park road East of Santa Fe. A 

good collection of prints and several Paintings made the house look pleasant to live in. Bynner, 

Bobby Hunt355, Christine Hughes, Bakos’s, Mrs. Pat. Hurley, Henrietta [Henriette?] Harris, 

Louise Pugh. A good roast of beef, highballs and agreeable talk—some Mexican Political Views 

from Witter Bynner and an agreeable evening. A clear cool night to drive West to our home in 

the hills. 

 

October 1, 1945 This morning Joe Reed drove us and our sketching material to Pojoaque Road 

and we stopped with the little Black Mesa at San Ildefonso in the near distance, some native 

dobe houses around. We all worked Helen Joe, and I. And I’m sure Helen got the only 

worthwhile result. She did two panels in tempera. Joe made a small oil sketch and I fussed with a 

start in tempera having great trouble with the medium. The cause I think was a slight varnish 

coating on the gesso panel. 

We drove to Otowi later and saw subject matter that seemed much more interesting in the 

great dark formations near the red running Rio Grande with gleaming ribbons of reflected blue 

from the sky. We rode along the West bank of the river crossed the bride [sic] at Espanola and 

back to “Sinagua” where Helen made a sandwich lunch. Joe left having given us a nice 

afternoon. Both Helen and I are rather tired but she must feel that she has done a good days work 

[.] As for myself I feel very low in my mind. What on earth have I learned in all these years! 

 
354 Husband of Vivian Sloan Yarborough Fiske 

355 Robert Hunt (1906-1964), partner of Bynner and poet (http://sombrerobooks.com/?p=3594)  

http://sombrerobooks.com/?p=3594
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October 2, 1945 By afternoon today the sunshine had given way to overcast clouds looking like 

snow in a few hours. 

We drove to town and got 15 gallons of oil for our heater. 

We called at her hotel for Mae Larsen but she decided not to come out with us as she has 

a slight cold. Helen had just before shopped for extra provisions. So we came home without our 

guest. 

I worked on the panel I started on our trip yesterday but I doubt its future. 

 

October 3, 1945 Pleasant clear and not cold. A beautiful early Autumn day, quite uneventful. I 

worked on the Little Black Mesa panel I started Monday. Still underpainting in tempera. Helen 

every successfully [sic] went on with the panel she had started from the roof of the garage, a 

really strong and honest and beautiful picture if it goes on well or ends thus. 

 

October 4, 1945 We went to town this morning and called for Mae L. at the DeVargas but she 

was not feeling well enough to come out to visit us, so Helen did her shopping, we got ice and 

came home. We took sunbaths in the warm sunshine altho’ there is some snow on the peaks. 

Helen painted some and I worked a little on the Little Black Mesa panel356. 

 
356 Little Black Mesa (Museum of Fine Arts; Museum of New Mexico) Elzea 1167 
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The weather is perfect, warm sun no wind. I let water run from the tanks down to about 

half capacity or less. 

Stopped at D. Spohr’s and ordered him to fix the roof of the little house in yard 314 

Garcia St. 

 

October 5, 1945 This morning another beautiful autumn sunshine. The aspens on the mountains 

are becoming more golden each day. 

Helen took a sunbath in the morning while I made a drawing of the process.  

Will Shuster and son Capt. Don came in to see us and Helen prepared a very excellent 

lunch which made a great hit with them. Don’s wife (Helen) is a war nurse in the Pacific and is 

now on her way back. He’s hoping that she gets back before his furlough ends. Shuster tells us 

that he has order for a portrait of a woman visitor in Albuquerque. 

Worked on the Black Mesa, Ildefonso, picture—started the glazing over the tempera. 

 

October 6, 1945 Beautiful weather today. 

Started a picture of Helen sunbathing.357 

In the afternoon we had a visit from Mr. Tom Thomas358 our neighbor to the North. He 

has occupied and owned the homesteaded and built by Osborn Wood some 15 years ago. He 
 

357 Sunshine, New Mexico (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1168 

358 Unknown. 
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came on horseback and seems an agreeable sort of man. He’s in the cattle business. Has just 

finished a season up Abiquiu way, and he says he is going to rest up this winter “and do some 

reading.” 

He has been bothered by our “neighbor” across the ridge to the South of us Dave Steel 

((Steele)) who has been grazing his horses and burros on a patch of land part of Thomas’s 

property. We agree that D. Steel is an unpleasant feature of this section. Thomas has no male 

help at present. Two ladies, a Miss Johnson and another are with him. Miss J. we met early this 

summer. She was searching for one of T’s horses. 

We are invited to call on him. 

 

October 7, 1945 We rode to Santa Fe this morning. On our way we threw into the deep gulch 

East near the road to the highway, our empty bottles and cans accumulated during the summer. 

In town to the Post Office and then went to our town house 314 Garcia St. to see if an old 

dead apple tree had been cut down. Mrs. Field our tenant was out of town. So was our caretaker 

Miss Sims. But the tree was gone. 

In the afternoon while Helen took a sun bath I went on with the painting I started 

yesterday. 

 

October 8, 1945 Gray morning with sun breaking through for a while. The afternoon clouded up 

and our house “Sinagua” was surrounded by cloud and a steady rain kept up all afternoon. I think 
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that our tanks caught some 500 gallons from our new roof and the water should become clearer 

with this fresher clearer contribution. 

As the weather is not very cold we are quite comfortable with our old heater on low feed. 

 

October 9, 1945 Today about noon Joe Reed came in his car with his wife’s brother David 

Luther ((Lupfer)) who is on furlough, a flyer—and took us up to Espanola where we had a “sort 

of” lunch and then we drove on the West side of the Rio Grande along the road to Puye. We 

passed the Little Black Mesa and found a pleasant spot with birch or aspens and an almost grassy 

sward. Here we painted for about 1 ½ hours while David who is about 23 or 24 climbed to the 

top of two stone topped mesas, one of the East and one on the West side of the little valley. I 

struggled with my sketch in tempera. Helen made a good start in oil and Joe smeared his small 

vans out without our seeing it. We came home just at sunset. 

Jo and Teresa Bakos visited in the evening brightened by some drinks of “Habanera.” 

It rained as they were leaving. 

 

October 10, 1945 We went to Santa Fe to get supplies and ice. While we were there (a couple of 

hours) I allowed about 600 gallons of water flow from the tanks, as I don’t want much left when 

we go back to New York about October 30th. 

We returned and Helen made lunch. I painted on the picture of her seated sun bathing 

near the house. She took a sun bath while I worked. 
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October 11, 1945 Nice mild weather. The aspens on the mountains are turned to their autumn 

yellow orange. 

I worked on the Little Black Mesa picture. Also made a start at the oil varnish glaze of 

the Helen sunbathing picture. 

A coupe, black, drove round our house this afternoon then without stopping went West to 

Shuster’s Hill. Coming back before long and passing East toward the highway. It looked like 

Don Shuster’s car. 

 

October 12, 1945 Went to Santa Fe for ice and supplies. 

Dr. Fisher and Jo Bakos called at Sinagua. They were collecting paintings for a 

circulating exhibition to be gone all Winter. I let them have the small oblong nude “Bowl of 

Fruit”359 which I painted during my convalescence at Miss White’s out here in the winter of 

1943. It is a copy of my etching of the same name. 

 

October 13, 1945 Saturday again to town. Rent Control Board was closed for the day. We 

stopped in at Joe Reed’s where we met Ann’s mother Mrs. Luther ((Lupfer)) from Kansas. She is 

very pleasant and simple, rather like Ann with of course less sophistication. 

 
359 Nude with Bowl of Fruit (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1144 
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We both painted today. Helen has a sort of assembly line of pictures. She takes up one 

after the other, works on it a while, then goes on to another. Sunning them meanwhile. 

In the afternoon Florence McCormick’s chauffeur Tom Madden stopped at “Sinagua” 

and handed me a note enclosing a check for $630.00 in payment. 

 

October 14, 1945 After painting for a while in the morning, Helen got the idea of starting to 

paint the window sash stiles with aluminum paint, which job we have been planning all summer. 

We both got at the work and finished it in two hours. We hope this will preserve the putty. 

In the afternoon we both worked at [painting pictures], more exacting and less surety of 

results. 

One of the scores of magnificent skies to the East at sunset. We took a short walk toward 

that wonderful East, but the sun dropped behind the Jemez Mountains before we reached the bit 

of rainbow’s end. 

 

October 15, 1945 Worked about 8 hours today on Seated Sunbather Reading and at the end of 

that time felt that I had lost control so that as far as painting is concerned I end the day quite 

down. Helen sympathetically says that the portrait is not so bad as I think. I hope she’s right. 

 

October 16, 1945 Got at the Seated Sunbather this morning and by erasure and re-panting I 

think it is a lot more promising. 
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We went to town and I got blanks from Office of Rent Control for filling out. 

We stopped in at Reed’s and were asked to lunch. Two young men students of Art at 

State Univ. came in and got me talking. 

We stopped got ice and got home at 4 P.M. 

Both young men at Reed’s Wiley? the other Jack? both very much on the ultra modern 

path. Ray Johnson ((Jonson)) of Santa Fe is head of Art Dept. at N.M. Univ. I discoursed on the 

great service that the modern movement was doing to art of today in a curative sense. They 

probably are too young to see from my angle. Certainly American art is in a highly healthy and 

exciting state. 

“The Los Alamos Laboratory of the University of California” our neighbor across Rio 

Grande was awarded the special Army and Navy E [??] in ceremony at that place. We heard it by 

Radio. 

 

October 17, 1945 A beautiful autumn day. We both painted. I am about through with the 

sunbather seated reading (Helen). Like most things I paint I feel that the next must be better. 

 

October 18, 1945 to town in the morning where I filed Maximum Rent blanks with the OPA 

office. 

Helen got reservation for our journey home on 30th. 
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I met Ida Rauh Eastman360 looking well. Says she has stopped sculpture and is beginning 

to paint. She was years ago director of the Provincetown Players. She has three houses in Santa 

Fe, two of them rented. She is just going into the other. Dan Eastman361 is in N.Y.C. with the 

Civil Liberties Bureau. ((Union?)) 

In reply to Akron Art Mus. sent a list of 40 painters, my choice not too well considered, 

for make up of a coming exhibition there. 

Jo and Teresa Bakos called in the evening and Jo volunteered to help us put things away 

preparatory to our leaving for N.Y.C. on October 30th. 

 

October 19, 1945 In town this noon and find that Spohr is working on the roods at 314 Garcia. 

Four men on the job.  

We went to the Art Museum and took a last look at the French Embassy Exhibition. Met 

Jo Bakos and Teresa there also Mae Larsen. We find the Ex. grows duller as we see it for the 

third time. 

Ordered chains for the car from Montgomery Ward. Just found out that chains had been 

stolen from car last spring! 

 

October 20, 1945 We went to town chiefly to get ice forgotten yesterday. 

 
360 Ida Rauh (1877-1970) suffragist, sculptor, lawyer, actress (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ida_Rauh)  

361 Son of Max Eastman (1883-1969), who was married to Ida Rauh. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ida_Rauh
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The weather these days is perfect, so fine as to deserve grateful comment. 

We painted in the afternoon. 

 

October 21, 1945 After working in the morning we went to Santa Fe and met Emma Davis and 

Mae Larsen and Emma took us to lunch at “La Fonda”. We had quite a good meal of Roast 

Chicken—altho’ really the cuisine of Helen at home is more satisfactory to me. 

After dinner we went out to Emma’s new home South of town off the Las Vegas 

highway, built by Nat Stern362 who came to Santa Fe about the same year (1919) that I and 

Dolly, Randall Davey, and Florence arrived after our long motor trip in the famous “Simplex”, 

1912. He has prospered in real estate investments out here and now is living in Mexico. Emma’s 

house has a fine wall around it and the grounds are a full acre in area. Not large but comfortable 

and all conveniences. We came back to Sinagua at 4 o’clock. 

Talking to Helen I recalled my great uncle Alexander Priestley363 and the shame that I 

will always feel at an act of mine when I was about twelve years old. He was a collector of books 

and prints (I remember an elephant folio of Hogarth’s prints). He drank with old friends came 

home to our house in Philad’a quite tipsy one evening and I shut the door in his face! 

 

 
362 Unknown. 

363 Alexander Priestley (dates unknown) Philadelphia-based inventor (http://www.anb.org/articles/17/17-
00804.html)  

http://www.anb.org/articles/17/17-00804.html
http://www.anb.org/articles/17/17-00804.html
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October 22, 1945 About noon Jo and Teresa stopped in and asked us to go up the road through 

the aspens and we gladly accepted. We took drawing materials. 

The ride was beautiful altho’ the greater part of the leaves were gone from the aspens, 

and the color was not so overpowering as on trips I’ve made in former years. 

Jo started a good water color. Helen made two drawings. I made a very poor sketch in 

colored crayons. 

After we returned to Sinagua and Bakos’s had left the Shusters and little John Adam 

came in. Shuster had with him the portrait of he painted of a lady in Albuquerque. It was very 

simply done and pleased the sitting. Selma invited us to dinner next Friday eve. 

 

October 23, 1945 Went to Santa Fe in morning and did our shopping, also went to the Art 

Museum and collected paintings from Albuquerque Ex. Also some of mine which had been 

stored in the cellar. Said good bye to Ann Reed at home and to Joe when we met him at the 

Museum. 

Painted in the afternoon. 

In the evening we went to a buffet supper at the Bergere364 home, the occasion being Nina 

Otero Warren365‘s birthday. About 20 people most of them relatives. Rosina366 and Dr. Brown367, 

 
364 After Adelina’s father passed, her mother married Alfred Maurice Bergere 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelina_Otero-Warren)  

365 Adelina “Nina” Otero-Warren (1881-1965) suffragist, educator, politician 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelina_Otero-Warren)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelina_Otero-Warren
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelina_Otero-Warren
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Mrs. Kenney368 and two other sisters369 (Bergeres). Nina is sister by former marriage of their 

mother. A very pleasant evening with an old fashioned atmosphere of home. Consuelo 

Mendenhal ((Mendenhall)) played the piano, quite professional performance. She has grown up 

to ladyhood since I have been coming to Santa Fe. We all sang around the piano. 

Helen and I drove home not long after ten o’clock. 

It has been snowing heavily in the mountains and we found snow flurry traces out at 

Sinagua. The temperature had dropped well below freezing. 

 

October 24, 1945 I have rigged up a camouflage Smoke plume on the chimney, made of wire 

screen fastened to a stout wire, which swings in the wind and looks quite deceptive except of 

course when a bird sits on it or when snow and icicles decorate it. 

Painted in the afternoon. 

Jo and Teresa came to dinner and Helen had a nice steak and a very good dinner in all 

ways.  

We considered paintings afterward. 

 
366 Rosina Bergere Brown (1898-1972), half-sister of Adelina (https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http//fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091134)  

367 Robert Osgood Brown (1890-1949), husband of Rosina (https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http//fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091147)  

368 Maria Bergere Kenney (1893-1976), half-sister of Adelina (https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http//fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091182)  

369 One of them was probably Consuelo Bergere Mendenhall (https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http//fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091182)  

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091134
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091134
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091147
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091147
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091182
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091182
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091182
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi/page/gr/http/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136091182
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October 25, 1945 To town this morning and arranged to leave my car at Closson’s for a 

thorough checkup and repair on fenders etc. 

Helen called Emma Davis who has asked us to stay Sunday and Monday nights next 

week before we start for N.Y.C. 

Back at “Sinagua” for a good lunch. Then we boxed up all our panels to Express to N.Y. 

Also put away from blankets etc. in our bedroom hiding place. Helen is busy boxing articles to 

be put into our “cache” under the back kitchen. 

 

October 26, 1945 In the evening we went to Shuster’s where after preliminary waiting with 

drinks we had a fine turkey dinner which was enthusiastically enjoyed. The Roark Bradfords 

were there but Roark had to leave shortly after dinner to drive to Albuquerque with his son who 

is to have dental treatment tomorrow. 

After dinner we stopped and talked until 2 A.M. Shuster is to have a friendly debate with 

Hilaire Hiler on Abstract Art on Sunday night over the local radio. 

We did a lot of preliminary preparation for packing things away in the morning. 

 

October 27, 1945 To town and had lunch at La Fonda as Mrs. Roark Bradford’s guests after 

which she made a selection of several of my etchings which we had brought in for her viewing. 
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We stopped and saw Miss Sims at 314 Garcia and left instructions as to putting away the 

car after Closson has checked up and repaired it. Then we went up to Miss A.E. White’s to bid 

her adieu. She was quite nice, don’t look very well. A General of British Army and his wife 

came in with Miss Eckles and her sister Mrs. Dana Johnson370. The General’s wife was 

introduced as “Lady Holmes” so I presume he is Lord Holmes. 

Another beautiful cloudless day. The coyotes where crying at sunset which means a 

change of weather, so they say. I hope it don’t fall out that way. 

 

October 28, 1945 Went on packing up and went to town. Stopped in to see Helen Shuster who 

seems very well indeed in spite of being without one leg. She has an artificial one but don’t wear 

it at home. 

To Emma Davis’ for dinner and spent the night. Her new home is very comfortable and 

the huge walled in lot is going to be a great garden in a year or two according to Emma’s plans. 

Shuster, Van Soelen, and Hilaire Hiler—were allotted an half hour on the local radio 

Station KVSF for a discussion of “Abstract Art.” Shus was quite interesting and Van. S. did well 

but Hiler who has just written a book on Ab. Art was very quiet, seemed almost to be 

uninterested. 

 

October 29, 1945 Left Emma’s after breakfast and went to Shuster’s and after waiting for him to 

color photo the portrait of a lady he made in Albuquerque we took him out to Sinagua where he 
 

370 Unsure of who this is. 
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helped me take out the pump and engine from the pump room and store it and other articles from 

the out, in the “secret cave” beneath the kitchen. Other things were hidden from possible burglars 

in closets in upper walls covered by paintings which we find are never disturbed by the thieves. 

In the evening to dinner with Teresa Bakos—Jo is still away with Lafayette Hughes his 

“patron”. Emma D. was with us and Teresa had a fine dinner. We went back to Emma’s for the 

night. 

After seeing Dr. Travis ((Travers)) (blood pressure 135 good!) started for Emma’s a boy 

of 10 (Jimmy Stover of Vaughn N.M.) leaped in front of my car looking the other way. I stopped 

in less than 2 feet. He fell fender touched him. Took him to Dr. Travers. Bump on his head and 

scratch on his face lucky boy! and J.S. Pleased with prompt brakes. 

 

October 30, 1945 Our final day in Santa Fe until we return next Spring. The weather is perfect 

and looks as though it would stay so for some time.  

Helen and I rode out for a farewell look at “Sinagua”—the Smoke Camouflage drifts 

stiffly from the chimney and evening seems to be safely shut up—but “Quien Sabe?” 

Back in Santa Fe we said good bye to Shuster and got a quick farewell from “Sammy”371. 

We had lunch in town and then took the Plymouth car to Closson’s who are to put it in good 

shape and later store it in the shed at 314 Garcia. Miss Sims is to have the shed shut for Winter. 

 
371 Nickname for Selma Shuster 
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In evening a fine turkey dinner at Emma Davis’s, Teresa, Helen, Mae Larsen and J.S. 

Emma sent us to the bus station in her car and we arrived at Lamy where our train came in on 

time! 

 

October 31, 1945 A night a Day and a Night on the California Limited and very comfortable in 

our compartment in which we stayed as Helen had brought along all provisions and we had nice 

(cold) meals. I enjoy this much more than dressing and going to the dining car, and what’s more 

what I eat agrees with my digestive system. 

I am reading “Cass Timberlane”372 Sinclair Lewis’s last novel and I am much pleased 

with it. I like his grim views of American life. It’s quite true. In fact he’s too easy on them but he 

is really a sympathetic stern artist. –Literary Criticism by J.S.! 

 

November 1, 1945 Early this morning we reached Chicago and after taking our luggage to the 

LaSalle St. station we had breakfast there and then went to the Chicago Art Institute where there 

is a current Exhibition of Paintings.373 It is a very good show (though I am not represented) quite 

exciting and shows what a mixup of directions Art in U.S.A. is taking. We are, as somebody said 

reaching wildly in all directions, “some lead others follow everywhere.” Somehow it seems that 

the Art atom has been split. 

 
372 “Cass Timberlane,” adapted into a movie with Spencer Tracy, is a marriage drama 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cass_Timberlane)  

373 This show might possibly have been “Room of Chicago Art: Richard Bowman and Russell Woetz” 
which was the only show up at the time that fits this criteria (http://www.artic.edu/research/1945-
exhibition-history)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cass_Timberlane
http://www.artic.edu/research/1945-exhibition-history
http://www.artic.edu/research/1945-exhibition-history
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We lunched at the Institute with Fred and Frances Biesel and a young Mr. Potter374 Pub. 

Relations Dept. of the Institute. We met Mr. Schnewind375 of the print department afterward. 

Left Chicago 2.30 P.M. by N.R. Central. Had a nice private bedroom. 

 

November 2, 1945 Arrived in New York and by taxi to the Chelsea where we found our studio 

and apartment “1024” in proper condition but with five ½ months of N.Y.C. black dust well 

covering everything. But “Spanish John” the hotel house man got busy at once and before night 

he had the studio well cleaned and our bedroom was put into comfortable condition. 

As we found an invitation to Mrs. Glackens’ annual ex. of Glack’s work we gladly went 

there in the afternoon. 130 people were there a few I knew. Everett [Shinn]. I was glad to see him 

as a told him “we are each ½ of ¼ of 8.” 

Helen and I had dinner on 23rd St. then back to the Chelsea. 

 

November 3, 1945 Trunk and Baggage arrived from Santa Fe and Helen is busy getting things 

into the groove. Our work has not arrived yet (by Express). There is much dust in our well 

packed studio. It would take days of cleaning and scrubbing to get it really clean and about the 

same time for it to be grimy again. 

 
374 Unknown. 

375 Sloan’s spelling might preclude finding out who this is. 
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A Mrs. Alan Temple376 from Scarsdale called, said she had a nude of mine that she would 

like to exchange for something else as her mother don’t like nudes. She bought it at auction a 

couple of years ago. I did not agree, but told her to bring it so that I could see it. 

 

November 4, 1945 Woke up today with an almost completely inoperative left ear result of 

change of altitude coming down from Santa Fe. 

In the afternoon Dr. and Mrs. Farr and Ann Farr (wife of Dr. Hollon Farr now in the 

Army in Korea) came in to see us bearing a gift of cigars for me and some of Helen’s painting 

supplies from their farm in Mass. where they spend some weeks in the Summer. 

We had supper after they left. 

 

November 5, 1945 Helen went shopping in the afternoon and stopped in at Hall of Art. Found 

that they have a set of cards from Xmas among them my “Backyards Greenwich Village.”377 The 

painting is in Whitney Museum Collection. 

Regine Shoolman378 ((check sp.)) who is preparing a book on “Amer. Drawings”379 came 

in to select examples of mine. We talked for 2 ½ hours with Helen as one of the conclave. She 

 
376 The Temples had purchased Nude Reading (John Sloan Trust, Elzea 1143) and exchanged it for Road 
to Rocky Neck (Columbia University, Elzea 296). Mr. Temple was a banker and early supporter of the 
Whitney Museum. 

377 Backyards, Greenwich Village (Whitney) Elzea 315 

378 Regina Shoolman Slatkin (1902ish-1999), art dealer specializing in Old Master drawings 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1999/11/30/arts/regina-slatkin-a-specialist-in-art-dies-at-92.html?mcubz=0)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1999/11/30/arts/regina-slatkin-a-specialist-in-art-dies-at-92.html?mcubz=0
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read some of her mss.[???] for the work. Some doubts in my own and Helen’s mind as to her 

idea that Glackens, Shinn, Luks and J.S. got their first tendency to draw and paint the Realistic 

and the Life of the people through their work on Philadelphia newspapers. 

 

November 6, 1945 Helen with her shopping bags went out this morning to fill ‘em up.  

Bill Bomar came in to see me and spoke of his trip to Maine this summer. He did a good 

bit of work some of which we saw last week. Helen got back before he left asking us to dinner 

with him one evening this week. 

We then Helen and I went upstairs to the studio and delved into storage boxes getting out 

drawings made years ago on Philadelphia Inquirer and Press to have ready for Mrs. Shoolman 

[sic]—who kept us waiting until 6.30 (instead of 4.30 P.M.) She was apologetic on arrival as she 

had stayed at the studio of Stuart Davis in spite of the fact that he had not let her have 

drawings—very cynical and cross, she found him. She looked over the things here and now feels 

clear in her mind about the relative value of early works. I don’t think she should use any of it in 

a book on American Artists’ drawings. 

 

 
379 This book was probably Treasury of American Drawings, co-written with her husband Charles Slatkin 
(1947) 
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November 7, 1945 It looks as though New York City wants a touch of something of the old time 

Political Boss Government Electing O’Dwyer as Mayor380. Maybe I’m wrong but I have no hope 

of any good from him. We could not vote as we came home too late to register.  

The sculptor Polygnotos Vagis came in to see me. He talked a streak and English though 

better than my Greek is very difficult to follow especially as my left ear is still deaf. The bronze 

bust of myself is now in the Toledo Museum collection but he has a hard time existing and doing 

his work which I consider good. 

Walter Pach came in while Helen was out visiting her mother. I showed him my few 

products of the past Summer in Santa Fe. He liked one of the landscapes. He is rather cautious in 

showing his reactions. 

In the evening we went to dine across the hall with Bill BoMarch He made a good dinner 

and showed us some very striking water colors painted in Maine this summer. 

 

November 8, 1945 Helen worked energetically on returning the storage boxes in the studio and 

arranging their contents. 

She stopped in to see the hairdresser girls nearby. I stayed in bed pretty late. My ear 

stoppage makes me feel half sick, rather dizzy. 

Sister Marianna writes from Germantown, Phila. that she will be glad to have us spend 

the night on our visit to see the “Artists of the Press” Exhibition next week 14th. 

 
380 William O’Dwyer (1890-1964), politician, 100th mayor of NYC 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_O%27Dwyer)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_O%27Dwyer
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Churchill in Parliament seems to be cooking up trouble with Russia in which he of course 

is inviting U.S. to take part! 

 

November 9, 1945 Helen is painting the Kitchen and Bathroom! The manager of the Chelsea381 

said he would not do it for us and at the same time he said how he hated to receive our money for 

rent each month of the last summer! He said we must let him rent it for us next year. I am more 

than dubious as to doing that, for I think he is not to be trusted to let us have it back on our 

returns. 

 

November 10, 1945 Today we spent nearly two hours with Mr. and Mrs. Temple trying to sell 

her a painting to replace the nude reading panel382 about 10 x 12 which she bought at auction. It 

was sent by me to Pochapin’s “Hall of Art” two years ago marked 75.00 this pencil mark on 

back of panel has been changed to read $750.00. She did not tell what she had paid for it. I told 

her I would require a cash payment on anything she selected and would not make a flat exchange 

of it for any painting I had. It is a good picture but I have many of them. 

The Temples left without deciding and I had them take their painting with them. 

Helen has finished her Kitchen and bath room [sic] and the job looks fine. 

 

 
381 Possibly David Bard, whose son Stanley also managed the hotel. 

382 Nude Reading (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1143 
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November 11, 1945 Helen’s Pa and Ma along with Ann [Anne?], Hollon Farr’s young tall and 

pretty wife (He is now Army surgeon in Korea)—came to dine with us. Helen had fixed a fine 

roast chicken and we all enjoyed the meal. 

We showed them our panel products of the past summer and I am confirmed in my 

suspicion that my own works are much less important than Helen’s. They liked my picture of 

Helen painting on the roof of the garage. I pointed out the little white streak at the foot of the 

Jemez Mountains which is “Los Alamos” the laboratories where the Atomic Bomb was created. 

 

November 12, 1945 The event of the day was the visit of Miss Johnson383 Print and Drawing 

curator of the Brooklyn Museum of Art. She came with “Miss” Shoolman [sic], who was here 

last week, to look over and select some of my drawings for the Museum Collection. A pleasant 

bright faced woman with prematurely gray hair. The rather tiresome job was done rather quickly 

but left me fatigued. 

We are giving the Museum 

  2 drawings of Glackens, 1 Henri, 6 Sloans and 3 Wickeys (which Helen had 

bought from him)384 

I am to bill the batch to the Museum and if approved by the Committee at their December 

meeting the transaction will be completed (($200.00)) 

 
383 Una E. Johnson (1905-1997), curator of Prints and Drawings at Brooklyn Museum from 1941-1969 
(https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/johnsonu.htm)  

384 Unsure of which ones. 

https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/johnsonu.htm
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November 13, 1945 Helen out on errands came home with more paint to go on with her interior 

decoration in the kitchen, painting grocery boxes to shelve her canned goods etc. 

A messenger came for the drawings for the Brooklyn Museum. I sent a bill with them 

$200. A bargain but it’s well to have Henri, Glackens and Wickey and J.S. in all museums 

possible. 

Helen bought our tickets for Philadelphia for tomorrow[.] 

 

November 14, 1945 After breakfast at home we took train from Penn. Station to North 

Philadelphia, taxi to Germantown Ave. and went to Nan’s “Blue Book Shop.” Sister Nan was 

nervously overjoyed to see us and we talked with her until she closed the shop. We walked to her 

home 44 Queen Lane and she made dinner. Her customer friend Thomas Harvey385 a book 

collector and a very likable gentleman and his father has the same hobby. They are 

manufacturers. Cousin Eleanor Scott Sloan was also there. I have not seen her often in the last 25 

years. After dinner and a couple of hours’ talk during which I strongly advised Nan to give up 

her shop and go on with her painting which she has neglected for years. 

Marianna Sloan is what is called a “character”—she is quite unconcerned about her dress, 

a bright mind, witty and she is very fond of me. I scolded her about her dress. She should not let 

herself look so shabby. I’m afraid that I was too rough in my protest. She should paint more and 

quit business which is sordid even when interesting as old book selling. 

 
385 Any relation to the Thomas Harvey who stole Einstein’s brain in 1955? 
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Leaving Nan’s home (which need painting looks very rundown) in the car of another 

Book customer friend who has purchased one or more of the Legacy pictures I gave Nan in 

advance of my demise, Mrs. Park who has been very friendly with Nan. I was interested in the 

Schuykill Drive which we rode over on the way to the Museum. The whole landscape is changed 

since I saw it last fully fifty years ago! The enormous Art Museum is really not as bad as I have 

understood from its critics. The circumstance that pleased me most during my visit was the large 

handsome doorman’s greeting. He had of course been forewarned of my visit. Mr. Clifford soon 

found us and was cordial. Mr. Fisk Kendall386 ((Fiske Kimball)) the Director with black 

eyebrows was also on hand, Carl Zigrosser Curator of prints was also there. He has included a 

large selection of J.S. Etchings387. “Artists of the Philadelphia Press” is the title of the Ex. and it 

is a very good show. Glackens well represented. Luks also—many pictures I’ve never seen. 

Shinn’s work hardly stands up. There are more J.S. paintings and etching than either of the 

others. 

We had, Helen and I, a couple of highballs at the Penna. Station waiting for our train 5 

o’clock. A short trip home and we felt we had done a pretty good day’s work. 

 

November 15, 1945 Helen easily persuaded me to rest in bed late this morning. I got up for 

lunch, after which she went to see an Arts and Crafts Ex. at Madison Square Garden. I took a 

walk on the roof of our Chelsea Hotel and enjoyed it. The weather is clear and not too cold. 

 
386 Fiske Kimball (1888-1955), director of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, architecture specialist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiske_Kimball)  

387 Not sure which ones. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiske_Kimball
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No entry for November 16. 

 

November 17, 1945 Walked on the roof before lunch while Helen did her errands. 

In the afternoon Helen’s aunt Mrs. Desty ((D’Este))388 came to tea. She is ten years young 

than Helen’s mother and is very nice looking and intelligent. She has lost her son in aviation 

during (that part of) the War just over. We displayed some of our summer work which she liked. 

After she left we had supper and Helen spent the evening washing and ironing. 

 

November 18, 1945 Still taking things easily. Breakfast in bed as usual. 

Dr. Farr called and with him he brought a beautiful chicken which is to be cooked by 

Helen for a Thursday dinner for Farrs and Sloans. 

After 4 o’clock we crossed the hall to a tea and cocktails. We met quite a number of his 

friends [handwritten: Bill Bomar]. An ex-aviation sculptor Salerno389, radio man on planes 

carrying material from India to China. His wife also. Ben Wolf390 who writes on art for the Art 

 
388 Katharine Woodhull’s engagement announcement to Julien D’Este is in the New York Times, February 
21, 1915 

389 Possibly Charles Salerno (1916- )? 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Charles_R_Salerno/109023/Charles_R_Salerno.aspx)  

390 Ben Wolf (1914-possibly 1996?) art critic 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Ben_Wolf/114360/Ben_Wolf.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Charles_R_Salerno/109023/Charles_R_Salerno.aspx
http://www.askart.com/artist/Ben_Wolf/114360/Ben_Wolf.aspx
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Digest and was appreciative of the Artists of Phila’a. Press in an article in A.D. [no year] 

October 15. I had forgotten it! 

Bill Bomar as host busied himself in filling glasses and tea was there for the rather few 

that had use for it. With all his physical disadvantages he is really handsome as to his head, a 

virgin beard and moustache beautiful color, warm slightly red brown, clear skin, and, maybe, an 

important artist. 

 

November 19, 1945 Helen and I went to 53rd St. by subway, there we parted she to see the Ex. of 

the Pepsi-Cola Competition391 and I to see Dr. Erskine about my ear. He washed out a mess of 

“wax” and I now hear perfectly. Helen’s report on the ex. was very unfavorable with a very few 

pictures excepted. 

On my way back I stopped in at the Kraushaar Gallery, saw Antoinette and brother 

C.W.K. “Buddy”392 who has recently been released from Army and he is much improved 

physically. Lost a bit of extra adipose drapery. 

 

November 20, 1945 We drew from Miss Eilo the girl who posed for us last spring and Helen 

made several fine masterly drawings. I poor old dolt made three or four bad fizzles. I suppose 

I’m going into my decline but I hope not. I do not draw as often as I should. Must stick at it. 

 
391 Held at the International Building, Rockefeller Center, reviewed by Clement Greenberg in December 
1945 

392 Is this his name? Can’t find a reference to Antoinette having a brother 
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Mrs. Temple came in today and paid 300.00 for “Road to Rocky Neck Gloucester”393 

1914, 20 x 24. She is to give me the nude reading panel in the bargain. I don’t like to take money 

for good pictures these days, as money is too cheap and further inflation threatens. 

Helen took “Girl’s Eye View” 16 x 20, in a good “gold” frame to Kraushaar’s this 

afternoon, also an old water color and brush and ink drawing by Luks which I have had around 

for nearly 15 years. 

Eliz. Hamlin phoned this evening. They have been back from Boothbay Harbor a few 

days. 

An airplane blaring forth “Anchors Away” passed overhead this afternoon! What next in 

the way of nuisances! 

 

November 21, 1945 We drew again this morning and I’m glad to say that I made a better 

showing than I did yesterday. Helen did well also a bit better than I but I am encouraged to 

remain in the profession. 

Helen with some help from myself started making a batch of gesso panels this evening. 

I wrote references or recommendations for two Santa Fe girl artists for the Sec’y of the 

Guggenheim Foundation for Fellowship Awards. Betty Binkley394 and Agnes Sims395. 

 
393 Road to Rocky Neck, Gloucester (Columbia University) Elzea 296 

394 Betty Binkley (1914-1978), Santa Fe painter (http://sombrerobooks.com/?p=4629)  

395 Agnes Sims (1910-1990), sculptor active in New Mexico 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Agnes_C_Sims/103403/Agnes_C_Sims.aspx)  

http://sombrerobooks.com/?p=4629
http://www.askart.com/artist/Agnes_C_Sims/103403/Agnes_C_Sims.aspx
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November 22, 1945 Helen’s Pa and Ma came to dine with us on a chicken provided by Dr. Farr. 

We had a nice afternoon. 

 

November 23, 1945 Drawing from Miss Eilo in the morning.  

In the evening Cecil Bell and Agatha took us to dinner down stairs [sic] at the “Little 

Shrimp” Sea Food specialties and they are becoming quite popular. A good dinner and on our 

way to the elevators we were greeted by Don and Lydia Freeman. We went up to our 1024 

apartment and had an evening of pleasant chat. 

 

November 24, 1945 Miss Eilo posed in the afternoon. 

In the evening Bill Bomar came in and introduced a bottle of “ouzo” sort of a liquer 

pretty good. He says it is a Greek concoction. 

Helen with small assistance from me sawed out Presdwood [sic] panels which are 

destined to be painted on by the J. Sloan, Helen Farr painting and affectionary company as soon 

as possible. 
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November 25, 1945 To the folks for a fine turkey dinner. Ralph Abercrombie396 and his wife old 

friends of the Farr’s were also guests. He is in the cloth business, a very companionable and 

humorous man and both of them on the radical liberal side in public affairs. 

We had a very pleasant afternoon. Ann, young and dark eye wife of young Doctor Hollon 

Farr (now in Korea) was also there. 

In the morning Helen prepared gesso and gave some of the panels four light coats. 

 

November 26, 1945 Worked, on drawings, from Miss Eilo in the morning. Slight improvement 

can be reported in my own results. Helen’s are also very good. 

At 5.30 we went to the Whitney Museum on 8th St. to view the opening of the Annual Ex. 

of paintings.397 We did not do much “viewing” and I think very few of the guests had 

opportunity. There was a good bowl of punch and sandwiches etc. and many artists of whom I 

knew quite a few. Joe Pollet398, K.H. Miller399, Maurice Becker400, Geo. Picken401, Dorothy 

Varian402—a student of mine 25 years ago. Houmere French Swiss403, and many others. 

 
396 Unknown. 

397 This show was the 1945 Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Painting (November 27, 1945-
January 10, 1946) (http://whitney.org/www/archives/Exhibitions.html)  

398 Joseph Pollet (1897-1979), German-American painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Pollet)  

399 Kenneth Hayes Miller (1876-1952) American printmaker, painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Hayes_Miller)  

400 Maurice Becker (1889-1975), radical artist, worked for The Masses 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Becker)  

http://whitney.org/www/archives/Exhibitions.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Pollet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Hayes_Miller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Becker
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As the punch bowl was removed and most were leaving Mr. Moore of the museum staff 

asked Helen and I to take the elevator to Mrs. Force’s private apartment where a chosen group of 

about 30 were regaled with Scotch and Bourbon highballs. Mrs. Force404 was very nice to us 

recalling the fact that I was the first artist outsider to be given an Ex.405 at Mrs. Whitney’s studio 

on the site of the Museum. I met Mrs. Miller406 daughter of Mrs. Harry P.W407. Lloyd 

Goodrich408 wants photos of my work for the Museum archives. 

 

November 27, 1945 Miss Eilo in the A.M. 

Helen went up to Dr. Roman our dentist taking my appointment. 

 
401 George Alexander Picken (1898-1971) landscape and genre painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/George_Alexander_Picken/28945/George_Alexander_Picken.aspx)  

402 Dorothy Varian (1895-1985) non-objective painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Dorothy_Varian/33737/Dorothy_Varian.aspx)  

403 Probably Walter Houmere (1895-1977) Swiss-born artist 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1977/01/20/archives/walter-houmere.html)  

404 Juliana Force (1876-1948) first director of the Whitney 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juliana_R._Force)  

405 Was this exhibition the one in 1936? 

406 Flora Whitney Miller (1897-1986), artist and art patron 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flora_Payne_Whitney)  

407 Harry Payne Whitney (1872-1930) businessman and horse breeder 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Payne_Whitney)  

408 Lloyd Goodrich (1897-1987), art historian, research curator at the Whitney 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lloyd_Goodrich)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/George_Alexander_Picken/28945/George_Alexander_Picken.aspx
http://www.askart.com/artist/Dorothy_Varian/33737/Dorothy_Varian.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/1977/01/20/archives/walter-houmere.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juliana_R._Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flora_Payne_Whitney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Payne_Whitney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lloyd_Goodrich
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I worked on the Sinagua paintings409 which are to go up to Kraushaar’s tomorrow for the 

Penna. Academy Ex. jury to pass on. 

Helen took drawing to Kraushaar’s for request of N.A.D. Ex. of graphics. 

 

November 28, 1945 Drew from Miss Eilo in A.M. After lunch I did a little niggling on Painting 

to go to Kraushaar’s—framed 

 “Sunshine, New Mexico” 1945 Helen with book seated nude 

 “Little Black Mesa” 1945 on Road to Ildefonso 

 “Sheepherder, New Mex.” 1940410 

Helen with the pictures went up to Kraushaar’s. 

I felt too tired after my tinkering this afternoon to go to the Institute dinner so H. phoned 

them that I’d not be there. So I spent several hours signing etchings printed by Ernest Roth and 

others by Chas. White. 

Radio talk by Dr. Smythe411 one of Scientists on Atomic Bomb—very important warning 

of necessity of international law for its control and nuclear power guidance. 

 

 
409 Sinagua, New Mexico (John Sloan Memorial Foundation) Elzea 1114 

410 Possibly Goatherder, New Mexico (Albuquerque Museum) Elzea 1098 

411 Henry DeWolf Smyth (1898-1986), physicist, worked on atomic bomb, wrote public history of the 
Manhattan Project (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_DeWolf_Smyth)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_DeWolf_Smyth
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November 29, 1945 Wintry gloomy day. 

Miss Eilo in the morning with electric light on O.K. 

Snow in the evening first of season here in N.Y. 

Jacobs412 who studied with me at the League ten years ago brought his sister who paints 

portraits in Flatbush. Helen had vented them to come to see us. We pulled out examples of our 

work and passed a pleasant evening. 

 

November 30, 1945 Woke up to find the roofs of the “Chelsea” section of N.Y. South from our 

windows covered with a couple of inches of snow. 

Miss Eilo posed for us in the morning. 

Helen went up to her mother’s this afternoon to do some typing from her brother’s letters 

from the Pacific. Mrs. Farr hopes to have them published. 

Helen returned loaded down with art materials which she had put away in Massachusetts 

on the farm. Enough for drawings for ten years! 

Bill Bomar called in to use our Corkscrew on a bottle of Chablis and was much pleased at 

a gift of charcoals and crayons from Helen’s new store. 

Typing all evening Helen kept busy. 

 
 

412 Ted Seth Jacobs (born 1927) might be this Jacobs, but he would have been quite young to be a student 
of Sloan’s in the late 1930s (http://drawingwithted.com/ted-seth-jacobs/)  

http://drawingwithted.com/ted-seth-jacobs/
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December 1, 1945 Tinkering on Miss Woodlock’s portrait study of last spring, Black Hat and 

Veil. 

Helen went out on errands, stopped in at Kraushaar Gallery and wangled a check out of 

Antoinette for etchings and drawings sold by them. 

  There was a dusty miller 

  Lived on the River Dee 

  He looked upon his pillow 

  And there he saw a Klee. 

Some sensible thoughts about the atomic bomb are being expressed. The necessity of a 

world Federated Government is advocated. 

The trial of leaders as War Criminals is a real advance to that End. 

 

December 2, 1945 We did not get up early as the day will be given up to our visit to Kraushaar’s 

home. 

We left for Hartsdale at 2.35 N.Y. Central Station. Antoinette met us at White Plains 

where our Express stopped. A pleasant ride with her and her father John F. Kraushaar who is 

incapacitated by a stroke about nine years ago. We drove to Bronxville413 and all got out at the 

 
413 The mural “The Arrival of the First Mail in Bronxville in 1846” was painted by Sloan in 1939. 
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Post Office and took a look at my Mural painted in 193- ((1939)) for Treasury Dept. Helen had 

never seen it since it was under way in my studio. 

We finally came back to Hartsdale where an open fire was welcome even tho’ the day 

was clear with snow on the ground. A comfortable home with some fine pictures. Many M. 

Prendergasts, very great painter who is not yet fully appreciated but will be some day I’m sure. A 

beautiful Glackens snow in Wash. Square about 16 x 20. Luks sketch portrait of Antoinette as a 

young girl. My own painting Fifth Avenue414 with Edith Kingdon Kingon?415 Gould strutting in 

black with roses on bosom. ((Gist of Art: Katharine Clemens Gould)) The Prendergasts are 

gems. 

A fine chicken dinner by Mrs. K. who is a brave little woman. J.F.K. has been a great 

care for years. –Conversation. Home by 10.15 

 

December 3, 1945 Mrs. Temple brought in the small nude which is now added to my large 

collection, settling the transaction by which she now owns “Road Rocky Neck”. She looked at 

other pictures but she has not got to the point where she can “afford” to pay the prices I ask. 

After lunch Helen went out to mail Xmas packages to Shusters, Bakos’s and others. She 

is going to present Joe Reed “Artists on Art” an interesting compilation by a Mr. Goldwater416 

 
414 Fifth Avenue, New York (private collection) Elzea 153 

415 Edith Kingdon Gould (1920-2004), socialite. Either Sloan or Helen is confused here. Not much info on 
Katharine Clemens Gould. Elzea says it is Katharine. 

416 Robert Goldwater (1907-1973) art historian, married to Louise Bourgeois 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Goldwater)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Goldwater
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(who we met last week at the Whitney Ex. opening) A book any artist will enjoy. (Gist of Art by 

J.S. which was compiled and largely written by Helen is quoted and J.S. pleased to find his ideas 

in a collection of the words of the great masters.) 

In the evening we dined with Helen and Lilly Cohn two of Les Soeurs (Beauty parlor 

friends of Dolly who continue liking my girl Helen.) A very ample dinner and highballs and lots 

of chatter. Jos. Chamberlain Furnas417 and wife writers of special articles for Sat. Eve. Post were 

guests also a lady writer—whose new novel is to appear soon. Pictures in plenty on the walls. 

Miss Helen was wife of Quanchi418 a painter whose works done in spare time (he lives by 

commercial work) are hung in the rooms. 

 

December 4, 1945 Hon. discharge buttons of Army men are very much in evidence now. G.I.’s 

call ‘em flying duck etc. (sketch) [sic] I think “Burnt Moth” would be a good characterization. 

From 3.30 to 4.30 P.M. Helen and I underwent dental repairs and then we went up to 

Kraushaar’s Galleries to see the Ex. of Cecil Bell419. The show is good and generally sound. The 

pictures are in gouache and very well done. The work shows progress. The galleries are very fine 

and I do hope that business booms. 

 

 
417 Joseph Chamberlain Furnas (1906-2001) writer, wrote automobile safety article for Reader’s Digest 

418 Possibly Leo Quanchi (1892-1974) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Leo_William_Quanchi/10224/Leo_William_Quanchi.aspx)  

419 This show was a gouache show from November-December 1945 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/kraugall.pdf)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Leo_William_Quanchi/10224/Leo_William_Quanchi.aspx
https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/kraugall.pdf
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December 5, 1945 While Helen was out during the afternoon on errands shipping by Ex. “Press” 

clippings etc. to Zigrosser of the Phila. Museum, I spent some time finishing in Aluminum paint 

the frames for small nudes. 

Bill Bomar was with us for dinner and stayed to meet Cecil Bell who brought Mr. Kirst 

((Dwight Kirsch))420 of Univ. of Nebraska who is in N.Y. inviting pictures for their annual Ex. 

this winter. I showed him some of my large stock on hand and feel that my work of forty years 

ago was most to his liking. 

Esther Goetz421 brought George McCoy422 who hardly fit into the spirit of the evening. He is very 

brash and insistent on more than his quota of attention and drink. She is strangely enamored of 

this minor Radio hanger-on. I hope all comes out well—but how? Lee Jackson who is doing well 

with city life and horse painting came with Louise Roche423 also artist. And the evening went off 

very well—in spite of Miss Goetz’s crude cavalier. 

We sat up until 2 A.M. for reason that Bill Bomar came in after all had left. 

 

December 6, 1945 In bed till late this morning which is a delightful privilege, though rated 

sinful by the puritan. I am living a very happy life. Still I’d be happier perhaps if I were doing 

more work. 
 

420 Dwight Kirsch (1899-1981) artist and museum administrator based in Nebraska 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Dwight_Kirsch/45016/Dwight_Kirsch.aspx)  

421 Esther Goetz (1907-1971) painter, student of Sloan and Wickey 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Esther_Becker_Goetz/106103/Esther_Becker_Goetz.aspx)  

422 Unknown. 

423 Unknown. 

http://www.askart.com/artist/Dwight_Kirsch/45016/Dwight_Kirsch.aspx
http://www.askart.com/artist/Esther_Becker_Goetz/106103/Esther_Becker_Goetz.aspx
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Kirsch has invited a painting of B. Bomar’s to the U. of N. Ex. Cat in N.Y. Yard.  

I asked Bill B. to loan his “Modigliani” to Lincoln Neb. Exhibition as Mr. Kirsch had 

suggested, and I got his consent. Bill said he paid $3200.00 for it! I can’t enthuse over any 

Modig. to that extent even if I had the money. 

 

December 7, 1945 Repainting background of portrait424 of Angna Enters425 painted back in 1921 

6 ? I have painted out the darkish curtain, and of piano ((?)) [sic] and shadow of piano lid.—

Using tempera (glue flaxseed and varnish emulsion) 

In evening dined at Walter Pach’s on West Wash. Sq. No. 3. Magda and he look very 

well. Their vacation in or near Brewster has done them good. He has finished his book on The 

Museum in America426 and has a large studio one flight up in “No. 3” and is painting. He has had 

little time to paint in his life so full of Art connoisseurship. His portraits are good, the one of 

Magda done 20 years or so ago in costume. Plenty of Art interest talk. Home about 12. 

 

December 8, 1945 Rested up in the morning after which worked on the changes in Enters 

portrait. 

Helen went up to the School. 

 
424 Angna Enters (National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian) Elzea 756 

425 Anita “Angna” Enters (1907-1989) artist, mime, dancer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angna_Enters)  

426 The Art Museum in America, published 1948 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angna_Enters
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In the evening 9 o’clock we went to a party at Phil. Evergood’s who have a nice little old 

house at 132 Bank St. over toward the Hudson R. Quite a number of people artists and perhaps 

buyers. Judy Evergood looks rather worried. The guest of the evening was J.D. Stamm427 a 

youngish plump faced man who tells me that he once met me. Bill Davey428, Randall’s son 

introduced us in my studio some years ago. Other guests. Julien Levy429 painter, Kleinholtz430 art 

critic. Miss Rothner431 back from Army photo work in Europe. Mrs. Sutton432 in black lace. Y. 

Kuniyoshi433 successful Jap.-American painter. Miss Mitzi Solomon434 tall handsome sculptress. 

There was a good supply of food and refreshment in liquid form. 

 

December 9, 1945 Helen invited Bill Bomar to join us at dinner. He leaves for Fort Worth by 

plane on Wed. morning to spend some weeks. 

Dr. and Mrs. Farr and uncle Hollon Farr of Yale dropped in on us in the afternoon. 
 

427 John Davies Stamm (1911?-1974), art collector (http://www.nytimes.com/1974/05/17/archives/john-
davies-stamm-art-collector-dies.html?_r=0)  

428 William Davey (1913-1999) writer, poet, editor (https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45014925)  

429 Julien Levy (1906-1981) art dealer and gallerist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julien_Levy)  

430 Could Sloan mean the painter Frank Kleinholz? 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Frank_Kleinholz/18709/Frank_Kleinholz.aspx)  

431 Maybe Leah Rothner, wife of Jacoby? Not much info about either. 

432 Maybe Ruth Haviland Sutton (1898-1960) artist and student at Arts Students League 
(https://www.nha.org/digitalexhibits/artistcolony/sutton.htm)  

433 Yasuo Kuniyoshi (1893-1953) Japanese-American printmaker, painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yasuo_Kuniyoshi)  

434 Mitzi Solomon Cunliffe (1918-2006) sculptor who designed the model for the BAFTA award 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzi_Cunliffe)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1974/05/17/archives/john-davies-stamm-art-collector-dies.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/1974/05/17/archives/john-davies-stamm-art-collector-dies.html?_r=0
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45014925
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=45014925
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julien_Levy
http://www.askart.com/artist/Frank_Kleinholz/18709/Frank_Kleinholz.aspx
https://www.nha.org/digitalexhibits/artistcolony/sutton.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yasuo_Kuniyoshi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzi_Cunliffe
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December 10, 1945 Drawing from Miss Eilo for the usual 3 hours in A.M. 

Repainting the hands in the portrait of A. Enters on tempera base. 

 

December 11, 1945 Drawing again in the morning. The weather is quite cold but with an electric 

spot lamp on her and our little oil stove going the studio was not too cold for work. 

A visitor “celebrating his 60th birthday one of the neighborhood children” who introduced 

himself as John J. O’Brien435 an old time customer of Mo Sorley’s Old House436 at Home—knew 

my paintings of that place. Shook hands every three minutes. New York Irish brogue. Knew 

some of Philadelphians. Told story of the visiting stranger in that town asking policeman where 

Betsy Ross’s home was. “Oh! all them places is closed up now!” 

In the evening after we came home from the dentist’s office Bill Bomar asked us in to 

have a cocktail and meet Miss Margery—who is to use his apartment while he is away. Leaving 

for Fort Worth Texas tomorrow to spend two months at home for Xmas season. 

I offered to make a change in the frame he has for his painting of “Cat in Yard” which 

has been invited to Lincoln Neb. Ex. 

 

 
435 Unknown. 

436 McSorley’s Old Ale House, Irish tavern founded in mid-1800s 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McSorley%27s_Old_Ale_House)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McSorley%27s_Old_Ale_House
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December 12, 1945 Drawing in the morning from Miss Eilo. 

Chester LaFollette came in to meet her and secure her services as model (Studio next to 

ours.) 

Worked on Bill B, frame and think it is much improved. 

 

December 13, 1945 Much of the “ultra modern art” we have today is result of young students 

taking what seems to be a short and easy way to picture production. They see that this work is 

gaining in prominence in current exhibitions and that they are purchased. The good thing about 

the current fashion is that the public is losing the decadent tastes for eyesight resemblance to 

nature. 

When the present explosive symptoms have subsided the general work of our artists and 

the taste of clients will be improved. 

A visit from Miss Ratner437 interesting buxom and large eyed but nervous, she has been 

employed by the State Dept. in Belgium, France, etc. for some time. Returned recently, is 

interested in painting, quite modern I gather. Says she has picture buying friends and would like 

to bring them to see my work. Also wants to rest for a month and asked about ranches near Santa 

Fe. She prefers my old New York subjects. 

 

December 14, 1945 Drawing Miss Eilo in A.M. 

 
437 Unknown. 
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After lunch Helen went uptown to her mother’s and brought back some of her own books 

etc. She is gradually moving in with me, I tell her—and I am hoping she will stay a long time! 

I started repainting Nude Standing in bath tub. 

Why BUY Pictures? 

ROLL YOUR OWN 

and SAVE YOUR ROLL 

come to our Art Classes and 

take home a self made painting 

in SIX WEEKS! 

! or Money Refunded! 

OUR TEACHERS FOR YEARS 

Picasso, Braque, Renoir and (Braque mis-spelled Bracque) 

MANY OTHERS 
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December 1, 19455 Lynwood Giacomini438 U.S. Engineer during the War, phoned this A.M. Is 

now living in the Village. Wants us to dine with him and his wife Monday Eve. I look forward to 

meeting him. He has bought etchings and likes my work. 

 

December 16, 1945 In the afternoon to visit George and Elizabeth Hamlin and a pleasant 

meeting, first we have seen them since they returned from Boothbay Harbor, Me. A number of 

highballs and much conversation. We had sandwiches for supper and coffee and stayed till after 

10. 

 

December 17, 1945 Drawing from Miss Eilo in A.M. 

Lynwood Giacomini and his wife called and took us to dine at the Little Shrimp sea food 

restaurant in the “Chelsea” street floor. 

Back upstairs to our studio and looked at some paintings. He is very enthusiastic about 

my work. 

They live in “Greenwich Village” section. He has never been East before and is at work 

with Harper Bros. 

His enthusiasm over “Human Bondage”439 Etchings four or more years ago, was quite 

unique and I am pleased to have met him. 

 
438 Lynwood Laurin Giacomini (1913?-1991) book publisher 
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1991/02/09/george-and-rosemary-weth-killed-in-usair-
accident/833eaba3-d421-4e44-a5db-cccda1043f93/?utm_term=.856d257d7f70)  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1991/02/09/george-and-rosemary-weth-killed-in-usair-accident/833eaba3-d421-4e44-a5db-cccda1043f93/?utm_term=.856d257d7f70
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1991/02/09/george-and-rosemary-weth-killed-in-usair-accident/833eaba3-d421-4e44-a5db-cccda1043f93/?utm_term=.856d257d7f70
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Don Freeman phoned, said he wanted to take us to supper next Sunday. He also asks 

whether I will take his friend Clifford Odet’s440 wife as a student. Answered tell her to come in 

and talk it over. I supposed I could do it if the fee was large enough. I wonder if I have anything 

to teach! 

 

December 18, 1945 Another very cold day—we have had a series. 

The steam heating in studio upstairs was not kept up sufficiently to make it comfortable. 

So we did very little work. 

 

December 19, 1945 Drew from Miss Eilo in A.M. 

Helen posed with extra heat and spot lamp on her for me while I worked on the Tub 

picture started in Santa Fe. 

((Dinner—Knickerbocker Club—not attended, bad weather)) 

 

December 20, 1945 Helen posed in studio for the Tub painting. 

Weather very cold and for two days we have had 12 inches of snow. 

 
 

439 In 1937, Sloan made etched illustrations for W. Somerset Maugham's novel Of Human Bondage. 
(https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/396104)  

440 Bette Grayson (1922-1954), second wife of Odets (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bette_Grayson)  

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/396104
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bette_Grayson
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December 21, 1945 We painted from Miss Eilo A.M., posing in pink dressing gown of 

Helen’s441. The cold weather holds on through the entire N. and N.W. Even Washington has 

snow. 

The death of General Patton442 today decreases the infantile Military men by one. They 

are all inflated football players. He died after an auto accident in Germany. 

 

December 22, 1945 The Santa Fe New Mexican has been coming to us from S.F. for a couple of 

weeks. Perhaps Shuster is sending it as Xmas present. It is somewhat better paper than it has 

been. There is an editor now—Shuster writes me. 

Tinkering on picture four years old. Think I’ve improved it. 

A bit of disappointment arrived this morning. The Brooklyn Museum has decided against 

buying my drawing (Masses) of “State Police in Philadelphia” prince 200.00 along with gift of 

drawings by Glackens and Wickey and myself, some 12 items. Say they might be interested in 

some of my earlier etchings. 

 

December 23, 1945 Cecil and Agatha Bell called and presented us with a lot of jams etc. which 

she had put up for us. 

 
441 Gladys in Dressing Gown (Delaware Art Museum, 2006-7) Elzea 1169 

442 General George Smith Patton Jr (1885-1945) World War 2 leader 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_S._Patton)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_S._Patton
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In the evening dinner at Don and Lydia Freeman’s on Jones St. in the G. Village. Their place 

recently painted in white all through looks very homey. Their paintings are in storage. Don has 

some color pictures in a children’s book by Furber443. After dinner a group of friends came in. A 

doctor and his wife and three characters of the jazz world of N.Y.C. A very huge colored trumpet 

player Frankie Newton444 “the best trumpet in the country” says Don. 

I have just been reading “Black Boy” a beautiful self study by a negro writer Richard 

Wright445 and I felt that Frankie was a somewhat similar case, a negro trying to be natural to be 

accepted as just equal to whites. With him a “lyric” writer and singer of “Calypso”446 ditties of 

the day. 

After this group left Boris Aronson447 and wife theater designer and Clifford Odets and 

his pretty young wife. He writes for Hollywood productions. She says she would like some 

lessons in drawing. 

Left for home at 1 o’clock A.M. Another very cold day. 

 

December 24, 1945 We painted from Gladys Eilo this morning. She told Helen that she loves us 

both. A brave little girl far from Mother and Father who live near Seattle, Wash. 
 

443 Sloan means James Thurber’s The White Deer (1945) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Thurber)  

444 Frankie Newton (1906-1954) jazz trumpeter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankie_Newton)  

445 Richard Wright (1908-1960) author, wrote memoir “Black Boy” about growing up in the South 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Wright_(author))  

446 Calypso music became popular in the mid-20th century in the US 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calypso_music)  

447 Boris Aronson (1898-1980) scenic designer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boris_Aronson)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Thurber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankie_Newton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Wright_(author))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calypso_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boris_Aronson
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To Dr. Bartlett’s this afternoon. His house is only one or two doors East of Freeman’s on 

Jones St. where we spent last evening! A large party of the friends of the Bartlett’s with a punch 

and sandwiches. They are old friends who attend this Xmas party each year. Dr. Farr (Helen’s 

pa) and Bartlett are old friends of medical school days but while Charlie Farr is a Republican 

conservative Dr. B. is quite left by comparison. He makes quite a fuss over me. Most cordial in 

greeting. He has known and doctored Helen since her Childhood. Mary Simkovitch448 of 

Greenwich house who I have not seen for years. A Miss Miller whom I had met some years ago 

at Alfau’s home in Santa Fe and too many others to remember. A nice friendly gathering. 

 

December 25, 1945 After noon Dr. Farr called for us in his car and with our bundles of presents 

we went up town to dine with them and Helen’s mother’s sister Katharine and husband Julien 

D’Este449, also their daughter Molly. This made a family party most agreeable. They live out of 

the city. 

Molly loves horses and naively says she is neglecting the male side of her life. 

We had a good Xmas dinner with four delicious pheasants shot a few days ago by Dr. 

Chas. Farr in an expedition with this in view. A happy day. 

 
448 Mary Simkhovitch (1867-1951) city planner and social worker 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Kingsbury_Simkhovitch)  

449 Julian Locke D’Este (1888?-1964) vice president of Jiffy Manufacturing 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1964/11/08/julian-locke-deste.html?mcubz=0&_r=0)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Kingsbury_Simkhovitch
http://www.nytimes.com/1964/11/08/julian-locke-deste.html?mcubz=0&_r=0
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Helen and I came home and did much laughing over a book “And Now All This”450 by 

Sellers451 and Yeatman452 English humorists. Helen’s mother gave me also a nice book on 

Picasso, my favorite among the modern painters. 

 

December 26, 1945 We painted from Miss Eilo this morning. I am somewhat pleased with what 

I am doing. It is quite difference from my recent painting partly of course because it is not a nude 

and it is not yet over labored. She is sitting in a pink robe of Helen’s and I got the robe going, 

after the first lay-in of tempera, and today I think the whole panel is in a kind of better harmony 

of color plasticity.453 

 

December 27, 1945 Helen up to Macy’s to do some shopping and exchanging of things. 

I rested abed after breakfast therein. 

Mrs. Clifford Odets came in the afternoon and after quite a long talk with her giving her 

some idea of the bill of fare that I would serve as a teacher of art she decided to come and draw 

with Helen and me. She is tall and pretty and intelligent—says that she has, from childhood, 

wanted to paint. The financial arrangement 25 dollars a week. The Model costs us 3.00 a day. 

Mrs. Odets is to come 3 days a week starting Monday.  
 

450 Sloan probably means 1066 and All That by WC Sellar and RJ Yeatman (1930) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1066_and_All_That)  

451 Walter Carruthers Sellar (1898-1951) Scottish humorist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._C._Sellar)  

452 Robert Julian Yeatman (1897-1968) British humorist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R._J._Yeatman)  

453 Gladys in Dressing Gown (DAM 1996-168) Elzea 1169 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1066_and_All_That
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._C._Sellar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R._J._Yeatman


241 
 

 

December 28, 1945 We painted this morning. Helen dressed Miss Eilo in a very full black silk 

evening dress making what is called a dance dress, long with bare feet showing. A stubborn start 

in charcoal. 

 

December 29, 1945 Worked on “Black Dance Dress”454. Fixative over charcoal and chalk drawn 

on gesso panel. Then glazes and direct painting thin. It seems to be encouraging. 

Helen put in hours of toil over check book stubs 20 years past, getting together records of 

my paintings that have been sold. A tiresome job to help the Whitney Museum archives. Loyd 

((Lloyd)) Goodrich asked for this sort of data. 

 

December 30, 1945 Gladys Eilo very much in disgrace as she came at 11.30 instead of 9 A.M. 

as agreed. She tells me that she can’t get up when her alarm clock calls. Later she admitted that 

she had gone to bed at 5 A.M. Very contrite she was but as I told her next week with Mrs. Odets 

coming to study with us, lateness on Gladys’ part will be very annoying. 

Worked on painting from her, the Black dancing gown. 

MISS EILO 

(GLADYS AEIOU) 

 
454 Dance Dress (Metropolitan Museum of Art) Elzea 1171 
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December 31, 1945 Don Freeman came in the morning to make some sketches of J.S. at work. 

Helen and I are drawing from Miss Eilo and we enjoyed his visit. He is making a series for 

newspaper “PM” and as this is the only newspaper we read regularly we will see the results of 

his work later. He stayed to lunch with us. 

In the evening Helen and I were quite happy alone with a couple of Manhattan cocktails 

not sorry to be away from the fearsome New Years Eve merriment and noises. Cover charges in 

the restaurants $10-20-30-75! as we hear through radio. 

Mrs. Odets did not come to work with us this A.M. She had phoned us yesterday that she 

would not be able to work today. 

I hope that she will not be too undependable—for it would be annoying indeed. 

Well here endeth 1945 a happy and healthy Year for J.S. and for Helen also. 

But opening the Atomic Age which I hope will last in peace for ages for come and not 

end soon in pieces! 
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JOHN SLOAN DIARY 1946 

January 1, 1946 Breakfast in bed as usual we did not really awaken until 9.30 So the time 

schedule on the left of the page is to be disregarded. In this years record we must learn to read 

between the lines. 

 Helen and I painted in the morning. 

 “Helens Folks” Dr Chas E Farr and Helen (major) H’s mother came to dinner at 2.30 PM. 

Helen had cooked a very good beef tongue spinach carrots baked potatoes and stewed peaches 

with cake dessert. We had a very pleasant afternoon with them. They both liked the two 

paintings I have under way Gladys Eilo in Pink Dressing gown and same girl in “Black Dance 

dress”. We had very pleasant conversation. “Mother Helen” likes to laugh at my jokes and it 

pleases me to think that she likes her old son-in-law. I cant think of any good resolutions to make 

that I would be able and willing to keep. It would however be wise if I refrained from smoking as 

much as I do. 

 

January 2, 1946 Up at 8.30 and ready to start with Miss Eilo posing and Miss Clifford Odets as 

a student. Miss E. on time and soon “Betty” as she says we are to call her came with her drawing 

materials. We all three drew and I cant say I shone in that. Betty did quite well for a start. 

 Helen and I painted after lunch. I worked on “Black Dance dress” (if thats the title). 

 In the evening I felt rather upset in the abdominal regions. Helen gave me an abdominal 

massage. She really does this well and it has kept me from any real trouble with bilious pains. 
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Thursday, January 3, 1946 Leaving me in bed after breakfasting in the same Helen went out on 

a shopping expedition seeking honey which is a necessity with us. She returned by one oclock 

with the purchase accomplished. I had left bed and dressed. 

 After lunch I worked awhile on my Dancing Dress picture. 

 After dinner in the evening we had a call from Alice Murphy455 who lives with her 

husband at the other end of the tenth floor here in the Chelsea. She is teaching at the League and 

is making some lithographs & etchings. As her husband has been ill for two years and altho 

better has no position they are having a rather hard time getting on. She liked pictures I had made 

recently and thinks Im a very industrious worker but I hardly agree. 

 We hear that Wm McNulty has re married recently. This news from Alice Murphy. 

 

January 4, 1946 Helen, Mrs Odets and JS drawing from Gladys Eilo in the morning. At lunch 

time Don Freeman came in to talk about the comments to be read with his drawing of J.S. in 

studio in “PM” Sunday Jan 20th. 

 In the afternoon Aline Rhonie456 (nee Miss Hoffheiner 2 divorces Bamberger and 

Reginald Langhorn Brooks) called on us. I had not seen her since her visits to me in Hospital 

Santa Fe in July 1943. She looked well she was in England for a year returned last August. She 

was “ferrying” planes in England in ‘44 saw the bombing V2’s and did work in France & 

 
455 Alice Harold Murphy (1890-1966) lithographer (https://www.nga.gov/Collection/artist-
info.33825.html)  

456 Aline Rhonie Hoffmeier (1909-1963) World War II pilot 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aline_Rhonie_Hofheimer)  

https://www.nga.gov/Collection/artist-info.33825.html
https://www.nga.gov/Collection/artist-info.33825.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aline_Rhonie_Hofheimer
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Belgium entertaining troops etc. She was full of stories of her adventures. She is rather egoistic. 

Said she wanted to paint soon. She studied with me for several years ‘26-29 I think. I told her she 

could join up with us in our drawing class and she thought she might start next week. I told her 

that the cost would be 25.00 per week. 

 A letter from Lock Haven Art Club newly started in my birthplace asking my 

suggestions. The city once a booming lumber town is now more known as the place where 

“Piper Cub” planes are made. 

 

January 5, 1946 Working on black dress picture. Helens friend Mrs Peter Sloan, daughter of the 

Abercrombies, old friends of Helens mother, called on H. this A.M. There seems to be no 

relationship with my Sloan family. Her husband has been in the Navy and they are now about to 

move to West coast where he will be in paper manufacturing. 

 Helen went uptown to see some of the many exhibitions with which N.Y. teems 

nowadays. Stuart Davis (son of my old time newspaper friend E. Wyatt Davis who died some 

years since) has a show at the Modern Museum457. 

 Ann Brockman458 artist (wife of Wm McNulty) whose work is shown in a Memorial Ex 

at Kraushaar’s Gallery.459 

 
457 The show ran from October 17, 1945 to February 3, 1946 
(https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/3181O  

458 Ann Brockman (1899-1943) was McNulty’s first wife (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/ann-brockman-
582)  

459 This show was held in her memory (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ann_Brockman)  

https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/3181O
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/ann-brockman-582
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/ann-brockman-582
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ann_Brockman
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 At 2 AM this night a long distance phone call from Will Shuster in Santa Fe. He tells me 

that (having just taken “Sami” his wife to Albuquerque for a change on account of her nervous 

state) he has a “hunch” that he will go east to Philadelphia and see his father and asks me if on 

his way back he comes to N.Y. we can keep him in our apartment or studio in the Chelsea Hotel 

here for a short visit. I answered after consulting Helen, yes. 

  

January 6, 1946 Sunday is uneventful with us. I painted a few minutes So did Helen. The 

“Black Dress” is giving me trouble. 

 Answered Lock Haven Art Club letter suggested drawing class. 

 

January 7, 1946 Drawing with Helen and “Betty” Odets in the morning Miss Eilo posing. 

 After lunch Helen and I busy at the problem of getting ready our income tax data. Income 

for 1946 is considerably less than we guessed at in our “Estimated” return of last January It looks 

as though the U.S. Treasury will owe us money so we have been making payments based on that 

hopeful guess. 

 To our apartment while we were thus engaged enter a sample of Modern Childhood. The 

maid came in to clean the place followed by a little boy from the apt. next to ours. He is about 4 

years old. He strolled in nonchalantly - looking around and over us. I felt we should be greeted in 

some way so opened with “Hello”. No response from the youngster. Helen then greeted him still 

no response. I felt indignant at his rude disregard of us. We both repeated our “hello”. He looked 

at us with something of a mixture of disdain and disregard. I told him that one should greet folks 



247 
 

on entering their home etc. He stood with a baby sneer(wd?) on his face his hand at his side 

slowly raised with a toy pistol drawn from its holster and directed at me. He still said nothing 

and I sternly ordered him out of the place. He left slowly and defiantly. 

 Sample of the youth who are to manage the world of the future! 

 

January 8, 1946 Worked a little in the morning. Helen on errands brought home copy of the 

little booklet with 57 offset repros of John Sloan paintings which with 14 others on other painters 

will shortly be published by Sam Goldens “Amer. Artists Group”. to sell for a dollar. 

 George Hamlin phoned and said he would like to go with me to McSorley’s ale house in 

7th St this evening. We had agreed to do this at our last meeting. Therefor after Helen came back 

at 5 PM. I went down to 30 Fifth Ave to Hamlins apt. saw Elizabeth who is not feeling very well 

and George and I left and by taxi to “McSorleys Old House at Home”. It is just about as it has 

been for 90 years. It gives me a very comfortable sense of the past. I have painted 4 pictures of it 

since 1909 and made one etching. Bill McS. who died several years ago kept it just as his father 

John the founder in 1856 had kept it, dispensing only ale closing at 12 midnight. The night 

manager John Smith was glad to meet us. My paintings have made me always welcome. The 

present owner does not attend at night. Bill left the place to a police officer friend who died and 

left it to his daughter who is wife of Kerwan the boss.  

 Sitting and drinking ale from crockery mugs (The quality very very mild compared to the 

brew of 36 years ago). George and I were quite happy in the surroundings maybe it is a foolish 

idea but the effect on me was something like fine rich music. The patrons are mostly Irish 

americans and few under middle ago. 
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 We left with cordial goodnights from the manager. 

 Next to a good dinner at Barney Gallants460 on University Place quite different modern 

furnishings & bar well dressed people and accordian player but Barney was glad to see me again. 

I have only seen him 4 or 5 times in 25 years. 

 After dinner with high balls of Scotch we went (Georges idea) to see Romany Marye461 

on Grove Street. Quite a change here. She has a woman partner they have a bar and chef. Marie 

keeps young with her interest in people. She sat and had several drinks with us. George pays all 

the bills tonight). I met Cameron Booth462 an artist who tells me he has the front half of our old 

studio apt 165 West 23. I said I would come in to see him. George and I left, then by taxi to 

Helen at the Chelsea arriving at 2 AM. She still up and reading. Another whiskey and George 

left for home. 

 

January 9, 1946 Drawing feebly with Helen Betty Odets and from Miss Eilo. I am a little under 

the results of last nights very unusual adventure. My digestion has been rather poor for a week 

past. Helen thinks the we must stop the teaching of Betty, that it is too much of a nervous strain 

on me. Maybe thats so but I hate to go back on my agreement with Betty Odets. It is a fact that I 

can not produce anything worth while in my drawings when I have Bs work to criticise. 

 
460 Barney Gallant (1884-1968) was a restauranteur and speakeasy operator during Prohibition 
(https://www.barrypopik.com/index.php/new_york_city/entry/aristocrat_of_the_village_barney_gallants_
nickname)  

461 Marie Marchand (1885-1961) Greenwich Village restauranteur, socialist, bohemian 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romany_Marie)  

462 Cameron Booth (1892-1980) abstract painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Cameron_Booth/19554/Cameron_Booth.aspx)  

https://www.barrypopik.com/index.php/new_york_city/entry/aristocrat_of_the_village_barney_gallants_nickname
https://www.barrypopik.com/index.php/new_york_city/entry/aristocrat_of_the_village_barney_gallants_nickname
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romany_Marie
http://www.askart.com/artist/Cameron_Booth/19554/Cameron_Booth.aspx
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 After lunch Helen went up to spend the afternoon with her mother who may soon be 

going to hospital for an operation on her gall bladder. 

 We have a letter from Shuster says he is pretty sure to come east soon (as he said in his 

long distance phone call). Mentions that he is going to bring his paints along expects to work 

maybe but it seems to us he should not expose himself to New York weather too long. He has 

one bad lung has a Partial permanent Disability Pension as veteran of World War I. 

 

January 10, 1946 Worked on Gladys in Pink dressing gown and I think pushed it ahead by 

glazes. Hands should be worked on further. 

 Helen working also on a nice panel she has started, one of her subway travellers 

handsome girl with a great mass of yellow hair. 

 Helen made a visit to see once more the Whitney Mus. Ex which closes in a day or two. 

She did not have much time as they closed at 5 oclock which seems early. So many people could 

find time to visit the place on the way from their days work. (Or would they?) 

 

January 11, 1946 Helen Betty Odets and I worked this morning. Miss Eilo came an hour late 

Helen posed in her absence. 

 In the afternoon Chester LaFollette asked if he could show some of his paintings. (He has 

an exhibition coming next week). He has three sketch painted character studies of Baylinson463 

 
463 Abraham Solomon Baylinson (1882-1950) Russian-American modernist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._S._Baylinson)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._S._Baylinson
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Pach and Sarkady464 artists. They are simply and graphically done with very little detail but very 

like the sitters. They are enlargements of quick pencil sketches. They seem too trivial but are 

rather in the present day general manner. 

 Suzanne LaF. his sister came in with Chester. She has just returned to N.Y. has been in 

Mexico had to buy a car to get home from Fort Bliss. She was not able to get reservations on 

plane or train and can sell the car here quite readily. 

 

January 12, 1946 Working on pink dressing gown picture repainting the pink thought the first 

state too clever looking. 

 Don Freeman’s drawing of J.S. Helen & Model appears to day in “PM”. It is a very 

strong and simply stated picture. My ear is too large, but thats quibbling vanity! 

 In the evening we went to W. 59th St to have dinner with Aline Rhonie at the Hampshire 

House. She has an apartment with North light looking over Central Park. This place is an awful 

example of money spent on very ornate and vulgar decoration. Her living room has 4 huge 

framed watercolors (stenciled) two of them exactly alike! Striped wall painting. The dining room 

full of stupid people with enough money to pay the very high prices. Our dinner for three no 

drinks cost Aline more than $10.00. Aline talks nervously and constantly of herself. It is hardly 

normal conduct. 

sketch JS holding Chicago Tribune. “Phew Bertie” Puberty  

 
464 Leo Sarkadi (1879-1947), painter active in New York and Hungary 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Leo_Schuller_Sarkadi/10047246/Leo_Schuller_Sarkadi.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Leo_Schuller_Sarkadi/10047246/Leo_Schuller_Sarkadi.aspx
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This sketch is anent the stupid editorial policy of Col. “Bertie” McCormick465 owner and 

publisher of the reactionary Chicago Tribune. 

 

January 13, 1946 We expected Gladys Eilo to pose this AM but she called up 1-1/2 hours late 

and we called it off. 

 Helen Folks came to dinner. Helen prepared a good chicken. We entertained them for the 

afternoon showing paintings etc. 

 

January 14, 1946 Miss Eilo arrived on time this morning to pose for Helen Mrs Odets and 

myself all drawing. 

 Helen felt a cold coming on this evening. She is very undemonstrative when not feeling 

well but she takes aspirin and precautions against conveying any germs to me. 

 Wrote to Shuster bidding him to stop with us when he comes east. 

 

January 15, 1946 Helen still has some throat trouble but is up and gets my breakfast and works 

about the house as usual. 

 I have a letter from sister Marianna. She sends me a clipping of a letter to the Ed of the 

“Bulletin”466 by a Mr Baker noting my visit to Phila to see the Press Artists ex. and recalling the 

 
465 Robert Rutherford McCormick (1880-1955) publisher, Republican alderman, anti-interventionist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_R._McCormick)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_R._McCormick
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performance of “Twillbe” the farce on Trilby467 by DuMaurier in which Henri played the part of 

Svengali and I played Twillbe the heroine. The writer a young student at Gerard College468 at the 

time (189-) studied in classes taught by Chas. S. Williamson who is now dead. Williamson wrote 

for his own amusement Comedy pieces (he wrote 3 of the plays given by our group from the 

Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts.) W. J. Glackens took the part of “Little Billie” I think. Edw 

W. Davis was “the Laird”. He was father of Stuart Davis. 

 I did a little struggling with the Pink Dressing Gown painting in the afternoon. 

 Helen is typewriting several hours in spite of not feeling well. Working on preparing 

young Dr Hollon Farrs Letters from the Pacific. 

 We were visited today by a Negro girl just recently from Washington who having seen 

Dons drawing in Sunday “PM” thought I might use her as a model469. Helen and I decided to 

engage her for drawing with Mrs Odets next week. 

 

January 16, 1946 “Dear Diary.” We drew this morning from Gladys Eilo. Helen, Betty Odets 

and self. I have suggested a stage name for our dance student model - AEILOU - quite vowelous 

I vow! I did one or two better drawings than of late. 

 
466 Find this? 

467 Trilby, by George DuMaurier, was published serially in Harper’s in 1894 and was one of the most 
popular sellers of all time. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trilby_(novel))  

468 Unknown who this is. 

469 Unknown who this is. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trilby_(novel))
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 The news is full of Strikes Electric workers470, Meat workers471, Steel workers 

threatening472. The papers all but “PM” owned by an unusual multimillionaire “Marshall Field”, 

are screaming bloody murder. As for Me I hope that the Unions have endurance enough to hold 

out for demands. Strange that the workers in Majority have not sense enough to see that all the 

gains made are made by the fighting minority of unionists. Unions do the fighting and all gains 

made by them are in course of time passed on to all workers. 

 After dinner in the evening Helen and set up my projector which I used three years ago to 

enlarge from the “Fifth Ave Critics” etchings and made the large painting of that subject. I am 

going to try to paint a replica of “Tammany Hall at Night”473 which was destroyed in an express 

fire in transportation many years ago. 

 

January 17, 1946 We set up the half tone reproduction of “Tammany Hall” used in “Gist of Art” 

and I made a drawing on gesso panel on the projected image 24” x 29”. 

 We are now having the meat strike but Helen feels that we can get along all right. We 

both want the strikers to come through with success. 

 
470 Strike wave of 1945-46 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strike_wave_of_1945%E2%80%9346). 
174,000 electric workers held a strike in January 1946. 

471 93,000 meatpackers held a strike in January 1946. 

472 750,000 steelworkers held a strike in January 1946. 

473 Tammany Hall, New York (private collection) Elzea 1171 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strike_wave_of_1945%E2%80%9346
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 Post card from a collector of burial places of famous people addressed to Hotel Chelsea 

and requesting this information in regard to Anna M Sloan Dolly Sloan! Writer must have seen 

the extensive obituary notices in NY Times or Herald Tribune May 3/43. 

 

January 18, 1946 We drew from Miss Eilo in AM and Helen invited Betty Odets to stay to 

lunch with us. She is stylishly thin too thin and she “ate like a bird” or less. 

 In the afternoon I started to paint in the enlargement I had made from “Tammany Hall 

14th St” photo of the destroyed painting and found that working out the underpainting is going to 

be quite difficult. But I must remember that it does not have to be an exact replica of the lost one. 

 Cut this from the Santa Fe paper good news for Will Shuster. 

   “New Mexican” 1/14/46 

  The Albuquerque Art Gallery reports the sale of Will Shuster’s “Indian Tepee” 

and Agnes Tait’s “Adobe Making” to Senator Carl Hatch474 for use in his Washington Office. 

 

January 19, 1946 Very cold during Friday Night  

 Today I went on with the tempera underpainting of Tammany Hall. It grows more 

interesting as I carry on the work. 

 
474 Carl Hatch (1889-1963) senator and federal judge from New Mexico 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Hatch)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Hatch
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 Dr Farr and his Helen my Helen’s mother came in the afternoon to bid us an adieu as she 

is going on Monday or Tuesday to Hospital for gall bladder operation. I told her that my 

experience was not at all anything to worry about. But she is of the worrying sort. She was ready 

to laugh as usual and seemed to be in good frame of mind. They showed us a drawing by Thos 

Nast475 of father Knickerbocker in the shape of a “Toby” drinking pitcher given to Dr F. by a 

patient. It was a good free drawing, worth having. 

 Walter Pach came in and had tea with us and after they left talked of paintings engravings 

and his book on American Museums for which he has not yet found a publisher. Rockefeller 

Foundation enabled him to write it. 

 

January 20, 1946 Very cold with snow in the evening. 

 To George & Elizabeth Hamlin’s 30 Fifth Ave Apartment where his complete collection 

of my etchings and many of my paintings cover the walls so that I feel very conscious of my 

past. 

 The scattered arrival of guests dragged on the serving of a buffet supper. Ernest Geier and 

his wife Lee, a rollicking Texas girl of about 45 years and her daughter about 20 or so and the 

daughters husband Mr Mims were late as they were delayed by snow. Geier a wealthy 

manufacturer of rayon & silk designs is a Swiss by birth just returned from Europe devastated. 

Two Swiss friends of his & Georges Steiger a hotel man & Ziegler a musician I believe whose 

wife was interested in my ideas and overstatements. There were many many Scotch highballs. 

 
475 Thomas Nast (1840-1902), illustrator and cartoonist, helped to popularize the image of Santa Claus as 
a jolly large man (https://www.german-way.com/notable-people/featured-bios/thomas-nast/)  

https://www.german-way.com/notable-people/featured-bios/thomas-nast/
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January 21, 1946 Still quite Cold. Helen went up to N.Y. Hospital to see her mother bearing 

cheering tokens. I at H’s request made a “funny” drawing anent her operation “Gallia omnia in 

partes tres etc”. Surgeon removing patients gall bladder in three sections. I thought it might 

shock “mother” but Helen said it cheered her up a bit. 

 Our negro girl slated to pose today disappointed us “called suddenly to Charleston!” That 

is the penalty for engaging an untried model. 

 Betty Odets and I drew a still life and I gave her a demonstration of drawing light & 

space quality from the studio interior. She really seemed to get the idea & was quite happy about 

it. 

 Letter from Jo Davidson chairman Ind. Cit. Com of the Arts & Scientists & Professions 

asked me to accept nomination to the Directors Board for 1946. I am a member of the Initiating 

Sponsors. Did good work for Roosevelts fourth term. Answered that I could do no work on 

Directors but if the[y] just wanted my name (which is already on list of sponsors) they might 

elect me if they chose. 

 Sam Golden quite pleased with the appreciation of his Artist Monographs and Reg. 

Marsh’s Anatomical drawings - which I wrote yesterday and mailed to him. Fifteen booklets on 

Amer Contemporary Artists now ready and very attractive. 

 

January 22, 1946 During last night I had some unpleasant symptoms of throat cold. Helen 

thinks I picked it up at Hamlin’s Sunday night as Mrs Geier had a quite violent cough. 
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 I stayed in bed until after lunch got up about 2 oclock. 

 Dr Farr called on phone to tell Helen that her mother had been operated on this morning 

and come through very well. Later on Helen called the N.Y. Hospital and the nurse in charge of 

17th floor said that the Patient was doing well. 

 After working an hour up in the studio I came down to our living room and before dinner 

had some discomfort of my throat. I nevertheless enjoyed dinner very much a tripe dish very 

savory the way Helen prepares it. 

 Another very cold day. 

 

January 23, 1946 Today I stayed in bed all day. 

 Helen worked with Betty Odets in the morning. Lying in bed during the three hours while 

they were drawing from Miss Eilo up in the studio seemed so very much longer than the same 

time when one is sketching. One might think that the lapsed time would produce a masterpiece! 

 Helen went up to N.Y. Hospital to see her mother found her after operation doing as well 

as could be expected. 

 We have a post card addressed to “The Chelsea Hotel, New York” which says the writer 

would like to know the burial place of Dolly (Anna M.) Sloan, as he is “Saving burial places of 

famous people”. His name Frank Headland476 R.D. 4 Salem Ohio. Helen and I felt that there was 

something touching about this post card. The writer probably reads obituaries in the newspapers. 

 
476 Unknown. 
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The Times and Herald Tribune had quite long notices of Dollys activities and if she is not 

famous she should be. Her ashes are in a small urn and we keep them on a shelf in a closet. 

Helen says that mine are to be placed with them when I step out. 

  

January 24, 1946 Another day in bed. I am in doubt as to whether I am getting used to it as I did 

during my periods of Hospitalization in the past fifteen years or whether I am getting bored with 

it. I am not quite sick enough to feel content with the inactivity. Helen went up to the Hospital in 

the morning where she saw her father Dr Farr who says that her mother is doing quite well. 

Helen came home and made me a good lunch serving me in bed of course. 

 At about 3 oclock she went up town again to see Chester La Follette exhibition and 

stopped in to see Antoinette Kraushaar at the Galleries returning at 5.15. She found me a bit 

peevish Im afraid. I think I behave better when Im more seriously bedded. 

 We had a telegram from Will Shuster saying that he expects to be in N.Y.C. Saturday 6 

AM. He is coming by plane. We are a bit apprehensive as I am not in good condition to entertain 

But why should I entertain? 

 

January 25, 1947 Again I spend the day in bed. Helen working in the morning with Betty Odets 

from Gladys Eilo. Betty is getting along well. She is fond of my painting “Girls drying their Hair 
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on the roof”477 of which reproductions in color were made some years ago. I have 4 proofs and 

she is buying one of them. 

 After fixing lunch Helen went up to the NY Hospital to see how her mother is getting on 

without a gallbladder. 

 

January 26, 1946 Shuster arrived at about 6 P.M (instead of AM as per telegram. His plane had 

been held up in Kansas City 9 hours and another delay of 3 hours in Chicago - no sleep for 40 

hours but he had dinner with us. (I dined in bed) and talked till near 10 oclock then Helen stowed 

him away on the couch in the studio upstairs. 

 Another day in bed for me. Helen went to the Hospital to see her mother. 

 Shuster tells us his boy Don and Helen (Dons young wife an army nurse just released are 

living out on the Homestead (west of “Sinagua”) in Santa Fe. Said that Sinagua was undisturbed 

but that Bakos place had been entered! With the army coming home anything can happen in the 

way of vandalism. 

 

January 27, 1946 Dr Farr and Ann Mrs Hollon Farr his pretty dark earnest eyed daughter in law 

came to 2 oclock dinner. Dr F. is worried over Helens (mothers) condition in the NY Hospital. 

An Xray of her chest is to be made.  

 
477 Sunday, Women Drying Their Hair (Addison Gallery, Phillips Academy) Elzea 200 
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 Shuster to dinner of course he had met Ann with Dr Hollon F out at Sinagua in 1944. We 

had a pleasant time in the afternoon with a back ground of worry over “mother”. I hope that 

Helen will be able to bear up. Shes a bit tired and still has trace of her cold. I got up today. 

 Shuster called his wifes old girl friend Jess Fraser on phone and went up town to take her 

to dinner. 

 P. Vagis brought the 3rd bronze cast of J.S. this evening. It is done in dull golden bronze 

quite beautiful. 

 

January 28, 1946 Betty Odets called on phone last evening and said that illness of her baby 

would prevent her working today. 

 Shuster and I drew from Miss Eilo. I got out of bed for first time since last Wednesday. 

My cold perhaps better. Shuster called Edgar Varèse478 on phone and went to lunch with him. 

 Helen went up to the Hospital to visit her mother. Shuster seems to be determined to stay 

in the East for some time is going to look for a room but Helen today suggested that he visit his 

old father in Philadelphia before he settles in N.Y. I think he sees that it would not be 

feasable[sic] for him to stay here with us. He says he has a trunk on the way. 

 He came back from a long walk saw several of the galleries dont think much of the 

“moderns” as shown in so much hectic variety. Left us to have his dinner at a sea food restaurant 

near here. If it were not for my semi invalid state we could have accepted his invitation to dinner 

with him. As it is Helen makes a meal for me adding to her responsibilities. 
 

478 Edgar Varèse (1883-1965) composer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgard_Var%C3%A8se)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgard_Var%C3%A8se
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January 29, 1946 Breakfast in bed for me. After breakfast Helen went up to the Hospital to see 

her mother who seems as of yesterday to have improved. 

 Just before noon Shuster went out for a walk. He finds the life of the streets very full of 

interest. I feel like saying there was a time when I found N.Y. life interesting. I dont go out 

enough nowadays to find anything of interest. The ten years of “Prohibition” left the town full of 

underground “Speak Easies” which developed into the night clubs of today and left a generation 

of stupid drinkers. 

 I worked on the “Tammany Hall” reincarnation this afternoon. Late in afternoon Miss 

Johnson Art Student from Texas who is using Bill Bomars apartment across the hall came in and 

we told her that Bills painting Cat in Garden “ and his Modigliani are to be collected within the 

next weeks so that we would have her let us have them as he has arranged for their collection at 

my studio. 

 We have hung them in living room. The Modegliani is I suppose a good one. Bill paid 

3000.00 for it! It seems strange that it is not comic glowing red orange face, long thin neck and 

nose the color is quiet apart from the head. Will these things stand the test of time?  

 Shuster did not come back to dinner. 

 

January 30, 1946 Betty Odets Shuster and I worked drawing from Miss Eilo this morning. 

Helen is busy down stairs typing her brothers letters. A dark and gloomy day and nothing notable 

came from drawings. Shuster fixed the spot lamp in the morning and after lunch with us he 
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worked on another electric lamp which will be handy to his bed upstairs. He is clever at electric 

jobs among other talents. He is still waiting for his trunk to come by express from Santa Fe. His 

stay seems to be extending as his plans unfold. Great friend and playmate as he has been in my 

summers in the South West for 25 years past I do not feel that I will be able to do any work while 

he is camping out with us here. 

 It takes very little to discourage me at my work. Helen also is at the job of acknowledging 

“floral offerings” to her mother at the Hospital. 

 I am erecting within myself a network of imaginary barriers against being serene in my 

mind. 

 A dark and foggy afternoon followed a dark morning. We had the electric lights on while 

working this morning. 

 

January 31, 1946 Stayed in bed all day. Another dark smoke charged pall about the city. 

 Helen up early and to see Dr Roper who is to give her a couple of inocculation against 

cold. Shuster woke and came down from the studio and made himself some coffee. Then sat 

beside my bed a couple of hours. We did not talk much. I was reading “A Texan in England” by 

Prof. J. Frank Dobie479 a very likable book with a quality of communicating his admiration of the 

English. He was visiting in Cambridge Univ. lecturing during Oct 43 to ‘44 about a year. At 

noon Shuster went to meet relatives of his wifes at the Pennsylvania Station. 

 
479 James Frank Dobie (1888-1964) American writer and folklorist. A Texan in England is based on his 
experiences in England. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Frank_Dobie)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Frank_Dobie
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 Helen returned and gave me lunch. 

 Later in afternoon Shuster phoned that we would have dinner with Carl Crichton one of 

many editors of that pulpy magazine “Fortune”. Crighton or Crichton? is an old time friend of 

Shuster Met him in Santa. Helen and I alone at dinner. I remained in bed. This lovely girl 

surrounds me with a glowing atmosphere of comfort and loving care that is beyond any power to 

describe. I have been given real love of the rarest kind. 

 

February 1, 1946 Worked from Miss Eilo in the morning. Shuster, Betty Od and J.S. Helen was 

busy with her typing, going over the transcriptions of her brother Hollons letters from the Pacific 

with his wife Ann who came for that purpose. 

 A small trunk a sketch box and folded easel arrived by express from Santa Fe for Shuster. 

These items brought about an understanding arranged by Helen who bore the brunt of breaking 

the news to Shuster that we had not expected him to locate with us for a long stay in fact he said 

nothing about it in his telephone conversation with me from Santa Fe. I have greatly feared that 

he would stay too long as he has talked of painting -incedents[sic] of N.Y life. I know that I 

would not work with him around. He left for Phila where his father is living and may stop in on 

us when he comes back or when he hears of a lodging in New York. Lodgings are very scarce. 

The housing situation is very bad for residents and retiring soldiers as well. 

 I breathe easier and feel quite satisfied. 

 

February 2, 1946 A bright clear day and we feel pleasantly alone at the end of Shusters visit. 
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 Helen went to the Hospital and found her mother much better. 

 I touched up “Helen in Blue Sweater”480 of 1944. Sending it to Kraushaars for Utah ex.481 

Helen sold a beautiful subway painting of hers Row of people across picture with that detached 

relationship of sub travel. Sold it to Shuster yesterday for 50 dollars! She is to hold the check for 

a few days so that Selma can fix up his bank account in Santa Fe! The picture is still here and I 

almost hope that the check bounces back so that the transaction is off. 

 

February 3, 1946 Quiet day working some on changes. Dr Farr not well so that he and Ann his 

daughter in law did not come to dinner as planned. 

 My cough bothers me still -- at night nearly two weeks now since my throat started 

bothering me. 

 

February 4, 1946 Betty Odets worked for a couple of hours drawing with us from Gladys Eilo 

but she is worried over the illness of her baby at home and left early. 

 My drawings today seemed better than lately. Helen went out to see an agent to try to 

place her brothers letters with drawings in hands of publisher if possible. 

 I worked on small changes in Nude with Compact” small picture of a couple years ago. 

 clipping “A S.O.B. Editorial if ever there was one. Santa Fe New Mexican Jan 30/46” 

 
480 Helen in Blue Sweater (Kraushaar Gallery), Elzea 1150 

481 See Elzea volume 2, p.482 
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 De Mortuis 

 “The death of Harry Hopkins482 has removed from the national scene a man who devoted 

much of his life to squandering our national heritage of wealth and moral stamina. 

 As high priest of the New Deal cult, he preached and practiced a political voodooism well 

expressed in his own words: “Spend and spend and spend; tax and tax and tax; elect and elect 

and elect.” 

 May the political philosophy of Harry Hopkins go to the grave with him.” 483 

 

February 5, 1946 Our Second Wedding Anniversary 

 Helen thought of the date at lunchtime today but I had already written the first line some 

days ago. We are according to our own statements both very happy. I am concerned that Im the 

happiest old fellow in the world. 

 Coates art writer484 of “New Yorker” phoned today in reference to a piece he wants to 

write for Profiles in that weekly. He said he would call again next week. 

 My cousin John Sloan Dickey originally of Lock Haven Pa later of State Dept. Wash. and 

how president of Dartmouth College called and we enjoyed his pleasant interest in my work. He 

 
482 Harry Hopkins (1890-1946) Advisor to Franklin Roosevelt, one of the creators of the New Deal 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Hopkins)  

483 Sloan has copied the text of the obituary from January 30, 1946 into his diary. I have taken the liberty 
of adding quotation marks to avoid confusion.-DK  

484 Probably Robert M. Coates (1897-1973), critic for the New Yorker, coined the phrased “abstract 
expressionism” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Coates_(critic))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Hopkins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Coates_(critic))
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buys my etchings at Kraushaars. He is very tall and big all over. He thinks he can arrange an 

exhibition of my paintings at Dartmouth for next spring. I agreed and also said that I could 

probably visit up there and make a few remarks during the showing of pictures. 

 A clear cold day. Went to bed feeling quite poorly an acc of bronchial irritation. 

 

February 6, 1946 Still in poor shape and when Eilo came and Betty Odets phoned that she could 

not come to draw this morning I found that the same was true of myself. I fizzled a couple and 

then tinkered with the electric spot lamp which had quit. 

 Letter from State Farm Auto Ins with a form blank for me to fill out. Slight damages ‘43 

‘44 ‘45 accumulated to 25.00 as I had written them. 

 Very gloomy weather not as cold as yesterday but dark foggy and raining. 

 Berkeley ex called for paintings for Lincoln Neb485 sent my “Jefferson Market Jail, 

Night” and two from Bill Bomar, his “Cat in Yard” and his Modigliani. I wont miss that Carot 

head! 

 

February 7, 1946 We had Gladys Eilo posing today but Helen had errands and I am not in good 

form with bronchial tubes out of order and eyes troubling me as they do so much nowadays. 

 Helen took 3 photos to S Golden for use in advertising the booklets. 

 
485 Nebraska Art Association, “56th Annual Exhibition of Contemporary Art,” March 3-31, 1946 (Elzea 
volume 2, p. 481) 
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 River men on tugs etc are striking and there is danger of coal and oil shortage. 

 

February 8, 1946 Feeling better today and a beautiful clear day. Helen and I worked from Miss 

Eilo this morning. Phone from Betty that she could not come as her baby is still sick. 

 I worked on “Black Dancing Dress” and I think it is more serene now. 

 A letter from Alice Bradley Davey Sheldon now Captain in W.A.C. soon to be released 

and she wants to come to see some of my “crosshatched” nude with view to purchase sometime 

in April. She is Bill Daveys first wife of three! Very bright intelligent and a good painter too. Bill 

and she were too much alike to get along together. 

 Helen went to Kraushaars with 2 paintings for the exhibition in Springfield486, Utah, to be 

sent West soon. 

 

February 9, 1946 Helens mother comes out of hospital this afternoon so H. had errands to do 

uptown for the parents household. A nurse is engaged to attend and they have a maid also. She 

left me a nice lunch. I worked on “Black Dance Dress” slowly. It is coming along. 

 Helen got home at 5 P.M. Made our dinner as usual. 

 Still coughing a little. 

 

 
486 Actually was Springville, UT. “Annual National Art Exhibit,” Springville High School, April 1946 
(Elzea vol. 2 p. 482) 
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February 10, 1946 Worked an hour or so in afternoon. 

 Quiet day Helen did not go up town she heard from Dr Farr that her mother is resting 

well. Weather is cold but the Chelsea is keeping up the heat quite well. 

 

February 11, 1946 We Helen and I worked from Miss Eilo. I started a new painting from the 

nude, as Betty Odets has phoned that she couldnt come. 

 After a nice lunch by Helen she went up town to see her mother. 

 I worked on in the afternoon for about 2 hours. 

 News on radio that the River tug workers have agreed to go back to work pending 

arbitration of their demands. 

 Later the Mayor ordered closing of all places of business and amusement on account of 

fuel shortage487. The owners have apparently not agreed to arbitration. This order goes into effect 

at midnight today. Lincoln’s birthday will be a real holiday! 

 

February 12, 1946 The City is Closed! Mayors order was enforced. The streets full of people 

who had not heard the radio orders and who came to work but found places of business closed. 

 
487 The fuel shortage was caused by the NYC 1946 tugboat strike. While the workers were on strike for 
better hours and wages, Mayor O’Dwyer announced the rationing of oil and coal since there would be 
vastly fewer shipments due to the strike. The plan was to divert all available fuel to hospitals and public 
utilities. The strike ended on February 14, 1946. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City_tugboat_strike_of_1946)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City_tugboat_strike_of_1946
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 We felt no effects, our life is a bit detached. The Hotel seems to have enough fuel on 

hand we were kept warm enough. 

 Went on with the panel started yesterday nude with skein of wool yarn. 

 Letter from Shuster in Philadelphia staying with his father meeting old friends and trying 

to paint in basement. Helen answered his letter. 

 By the way I have suggested that Helen should not let him buy her painting of the 

subway people and she has agreed to return Shusters check. 

 

February 13, 1946 Betty Odets Helen and I worked from Gladys this morning and we broke the 

news to Betty that we were closing our “class” in drawing. I feel that I work less than I would if 

there were no periods of teaching. 

 Today the Mayor took off his closing orders. The heat in the Chelsea here is running 

lower and the City’s fuel supply is still very low. The owners are holding up the settlement of the 

river strike. 

 The pickayune politician Truman is unmasked today.  

 Ickes488 Sec. of Interior has resigned on account of the presidents doubt of his veracity in 

his testimony against H. Trumans nominee for under Sec of Navy an oil man named Pauley489 

 
488 Harold LeClair Ickes (1874-1952), Secretary of Interior and director of Public Works Administration 
for Roosevelt (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_L._Ickes)  

489 Edwin Wendell Pauley Sr. (1903-1981) Democratic fundraiser, later Regent of the University of 
California. Truman attempted to bring him on as Undersecretary of Navy, but Ickes resigned in protest, as 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_L._Ickes
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who is manager of last Democratic Campaign - asked Ickes to hold off U.S. claims on oil fields 

under water on Calif. coast and thereby get donation to Campaign funds from oil magnates. 

 Ickes has been unique in the government in his honesty and integrity. Perhaps the Dem. 

party can save itself in 1948 by nominating Henry Wallace490 but probably the same sinister 

forces that nominated Truman for V. Pres will prevent that move. 

 

February 14, 1946 Valentines Day! Helen out early this morning to go to Dr Martin for an anti 

cold injection leaving me luxuriously reading in bed. 

 Helen home to make my lunch (also her own)! Painted on the “Ball of Yarn nudes”491 

underpainting introducing some tempera on the under drawing in charcoal and green patch (fixed 

by a spray of damar varnish) 

 The Black Dancing Dress was also underdrawn in charcoal and a little pastel. 

 In the evening Harry Wickey called and we liked his visit very much. He is artist in 

residence at Bucknell College in Penn. (only 40 miles from Lock Haven my birthplace). He is 

commissioned to ask me to talk there in March or April. I agreed to do so.  

 
Pauley had attempted to influence Interior department decision-making by suggesting an easier time 
raising Democratic campaign funding. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_W._Pauley)  

490 Henry A. Wallace (1888-1965) 33rd Vice President of the US, Secretary of Agriculture (and briefly 
Commerce) under Roosevelt, later the editor of The New Republic. He was a progressive, anti-Cold war, 
anti-segregation, third-party candidate for President in 1948 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_A._Wallace)  

491 Nude With Ball of Yarn (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1172 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_W._Pauley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_A._Wallace
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 He is doing sculpture in his studio there, does not have to teach. He is doing some 

illustration for “Tom Sawyer” for Book of Month Club. I showed him my original drawings 

made for “Mitch Miller”492 by Edgar Lee Masters. 

 He was interested in some of my paintings of the last 2 or 3 years. 

 Harry Wickey is a big honest and sincere fellow a fine artist of integrity and strength and 

with straightforward enthusiasm and earnestness. His opinions on my work are valuable. 

 

February 15, 1946 Helen and I painted from Gladys this morning. Gladys tells us that a 

psychologist is working on the young photographer in her life and really changing him for the 

better. Suppose this is good news. While Helen & I were at lunch her “second cousin” James 

Sandoe493 from Boulder, Col. called. He is in the university there and is a defender of the current 

Murder Literature. Seems to be well known in this way. He is in charge of the College Library 

and the Dept. of English. 

 After dinner in the evening miss Dorothy Kingsland494 came in to talk over the J.B. Yeats 

american letters. She has been side tracked by war activities but is now taking up the work on the 

book again. She has had letters of Yeats written to John & Dolly Sloan for some years and 

 
492 Mitch Miller was a 1920 novel by Edgar Lee Masters illustrated by Sloan. 
(https://www.gutenberg.org/files/21910/21910-h/21910-h.htm)  

493 James Sandoe (1912?-1980) was a professor at CU Boulder, a Shakespearean scholar and director of 
his plays, and a reviewer of mystery novels. (https://www.denvercenter.org/blog-posts/news-
center/2015/07/12/sandoes-have-the-bard-in-their-boulder-blood)  

494 Possibly Dorothy Kingsland (1922-2007) 
(http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/dailyherald/obituary.aspx?n=dorothy-c-kingsland&pid=97641938)  

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/21910/21910-h/21910-h.htm
https://www.denvercenter.org/blog-posts/news-center/2015/07/12/sandoes-have-the-bard-in-their-boulder-blood
https://www.denvercenter.org/blog-posts/news-center/2015/07/12/sandoes-have-the-bard-in-their-boulder-blood
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/dailyherald/obituary.aspx?n=dorothy-c-kingsland&pid=97641938
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returned the originals. We enjoyed her visit and talked over the great old personality. We hope 

that she may place the book with a publisher who will put enough money into it to do a fine 

work. 

 She is small with long face animated close set eyes. Her family name is Perkins daughter 

of a doctor uses Kingsland as a pen name. 

 A cold day. 

 

February 16, 1946 Another cold day and a quiet one. 

 Two ladies collecting pictures for an auction sales for the benefit of strikers families 

came and we let them have 1 small “nude on great white pillow”495 and a drawing (Study of 

realization). They were very pleasant and appreciative of my work recent nudes especially. There 

are many thousands of strikers out all over the country highly justified in their action. 

 Helen went up town and saw her mother. 

 I painted on the “Ball of Yarn” nude. 

 Reading at random in Delacroix’s dairy [sic] and am again impressed by his ideas and 

comments. I have had the book since this translation by my friend Walter Pach and read it 

before. It is never out of print. Covici Friede Publishers failed shortly after the book was issued. 

It is a splendid and useful work and I hope it is reprinted. 

 
495 Nude on Great White Pillow (Miriam Redein/Young Fine Arts Gallery?) Elzea 1156 
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 George Luk’s widow a Cuban girl (2nd wife) whom I met after his death while I was 

criticis[i]ng in his school called up and asked if she could come to see us. I said yes. 

 

February 17, 1946 Helen out in morning to get “N.Y.Times”. In supplement a double page 

notice with pictures from Sam Goldens Amer. Artists Group booklets496. 

 After lunch Cecil Bell & Agatha brought us several jars of fruit jam and preserves. 

Perhaps I have written of their wonderful house on Staten Island overlooking the narrows. They 

have seen many convoys made up during the war. A terraced garden with some fruit trees and a 

clear view from their hillside of the narrows of New York Harbor. 

 

February 18, 1946 Painting on “Nude with Ball of Yarn” this AM. with Helen. It is a relief after 

having a third person working. 

 A telephone call from Warren Chappel497 who wants me to contract to illustrate Henry 

James’s story “The turn of the screw”498 for Book of the Month Club499. I am to see him 

tomorrow at 11 AM.  

 
496 Howard Devree, “Why They Paint the Way They Do,” New York Times, February 17, 1946 
497 Possibly Warren Chappell (1904-1991), American illustrator, author, book designer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warren_Chappell) 

498 The Turn of the Screw (1898), Gothic novella by Henry James. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Turn_of_the_Screw) Sloan last mentions making illustrations for it in 
March 1946, so the edition with his drawings likely never got published. 

499 The Book of the Month Club was begun in 1926 and is still active today. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_the_Month_Club)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Turn_of_the_Screw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_the_Month_Club


274 
 

 Helen went up town to see her mother and she bought a copy of this short story which 

famous as it is I have never read. 

 I was much pleased by a letter from Mr. Clifford of the Philadelphia Museum of Art 

telling me that Florence McCormick had presented my pictures “Three A.M.”500 and “The White 

Way”501 to that museum. Of course this means nothing to me in a financial way but it is good to 

have further Museum representation. 

 In the evening I read Turn of the Screw and I feel a little doubtful about my ability to 

make a series of worthy illustrations. The mutual sufferings of individuals are wonderfully 

described but perhaps the pictures and movement of characters are rather few. But as they offer 

$2500.00 I must consider before I turn it down. 

 Note in “Art Digest” states that Phila Museum sent my “Arachne”502 to a show to 

Museums Choice to be held in Providence R.I. School of Design503. 

 

February 19, 1946 This morning in went to 385 Madison Ave to see Book of Month Club. Mr 

Chappel was waiting and recognized me in the lower foyer of the building. We went up and to 

 
500 Three A.M. (Philadelphia Museum of Art), Elzea 152 

501 The White Way (Philadelphia Museum of Art) Elzea 776 

502 Arachne (Philadelphia Museum of Art) Elzea 945 

503 “Museum’s Choice” ran from February 6-28 at RISD and at the Addison Gallery at Andover from 
March 8-April 8, 1946 (Elzea vol. 2, p. 481) 
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the office of a Mr. Ogg504 who seems to be a publication manager. We had a long and pleasant 

pow wow. They seem to really be set on my taking the job of illustrating “The Turn of Screw” 

and the possible returns to me if the book us used in the United States as a dividend book they 

say might reach nearly $5000.00 Extra. The first books go to Canadian Subscribers. I have 

promised to think it over and I believe that if they allow me to draw for offset process with tonal 

qualities line and wash, I could undertake the work. 

 They tell me that I can have more than a year to do the work. 

 Did some painting on Gladys in Pink Robe back to monochrome of the face etc. I hope I 

wont lose the whole thing which was rather good in the first place! 

 Walter Pach came in to supper with us and tells and shows me that Negro History 

Week505 organization to whom I consented to be a sponsor at request of Moses Sawyer have sent 

out notices for catog of paintings to be sent to me at a P.O.Box N.Y.C. This is more than I 

bargained for. 

 Pach went after supper to draw with the group at Baylinsons studio. 

 

 
504 Oscar Ogg (1909?-1971) illustrator, calligrapher, became art director of the Book of the Month Club in 
1948 (http://www.nytimes.com/1971/08/11/archives/osgar-ogg-dead-calligrapher-62-gook-club-art-
drector-produced-tho.html?_r=0)  

505 Negro History Week, a precursor to Black History Month, was established in 1926 and took place 
during the second week of February. It was established by the Association for the Study of African 
American Life and History, which replaced it with Black History Month in 1976 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_for_the_Study_of_African_American_Life_and_History)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1971/08/11/archives/osgar-ogg-dead-calligrapher-62-gook-club-art-drector-produced-tho.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/1971/08/11/archives/osgar-ogg-dead-calligrapher-62-gook-club-art-drector-produced-tho.html?_r=0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_for_the_Study_of_African_American_Life_and_History
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February 20, 1946 Helen and I painted from Gladys this morning. A cold day and 2 or 3 inches 

of snow which sta[r]ted falling last evening. 

 After lunch Helen went out to shop at Macys and to stop in to see the showing of the 

pictures to be sold at auction for the benefit of strikers families. She reports that is a very large 

collection not all painting in fact mostly drawings. The auction was to be held this evening. 

 I am still trying to decide whether to contract to illustrate “Turn of the Screw”. Find my 

self vacilating[sic] then too it will be better not to jump at it too soon. 

 I struggled with the “Pink Dressing Gown” repainting head & throat etc. 

 

February 21, 1946 Reading a mystery murder story started last night. I stayed in bed till late and 

when I had finished I felt that this pastime, which is so very popular now a days is not for me. 

Ones interest is held but there is nothing to carry away from such reading but eyestrain. 

 Painted on the “Nude with ball of yarn” and improved the surroundings. Perhaps working 

on the figure from Miss Eilo tomorrow will finish it. 

 I go out-doors so seldom that I make it a practice to walk up and down the 36 feet of our 

living room and short hallway for about an hour every day. I did the same last winter and several 

winters before. My old friend John Butler Yeats who lived to 84 yrs. made it his exercise 

generally on the City streets but in his small boarding house room at the Petitpas French 

restaurant on W. 29th St.  
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 It should be written for the record that for 2 years now Helen has been doing all our 

washing and ironing beside three meals a day and yet she says that she has done more painting in 

this time than she did in ten years before while she was teaching. 

 

February 22, 1946 Washingtons Birthday. As we have been thoroughly notified by the radio for 

24 hours past. We painted in the morning from Gladys who was not able to hold pose on acc of 

sprained hip while dancing. But we had her sit as well as she could. The pink robe pose is no 

strain. 

 In the afternoon while Helen went up town to see her mother and do some shopping I 

phoned Warren Chappel and he came down to the Chelsea to see me. He brought along some 

samples of the Book of the Month Club publications with illustrations by himself a Tom Jones” 

and a vol of Shakespeares Plays very good bookish drawings go well with type, some colored. 

He tells me that by printing in rotogravure process or else by “offset” any thing can be well 

reproduced. I am fine in drawing for “Turn of the Screw” to use anything technically that I 

chose.[sic] 

 I enjoyed his visit asked him to call again. Helen came later and fetched forth a nice 

supper as usual. 

 

February 23, 1946 Helen after breakfast and lunch went out and brought in 5 or 6 illustrated 

books of recent vintage for me to look over. Boardman Robinsons colored illus. for Walt 
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Whitmans “Leaves of Grass”506 show plainly that almost anything in the way of technique can be 

reproduced. After I had looked at them she took them back to the bookstore (next door to the 

Chelsea). We are buying two of them Whitman and Tom Jones as I have not either of these great 

books. I sold my limited ed of Whitman and Fielding about four years ago. 

 I worked on the linear texturing of the “Nude and Ball of Yarn”. Might be called the 

“Skein You love to touch”. The bookseller sent up an old painting of a man playing a shepherds 

pipe slickly varnished and technically very painstaking. I think it is genuine paint but poor in 

construction: no important origin I think. 

 

February 24, 1946 Helens Birthday! 

 A Great Day for Me. I am filled with thankfulness to Dr Charles and Helen Woodhull 

Farr, her father and mother, with whom we had dinner at their home. The Lady looks fine after 

her operation. She loves something funny to laugh at. Is reading “Sentimental Journey”507 and 

has noted the gay spots. We spent a very happy afternoon. They have a gorgeous stout and pretty 

colored (light skin) nurse & cook, a fine roast leg of lamb and a very good apple pie to follow. 

 Chilly and slushy, snow in the streets. But we are happy! 

 

 
506 Robinson illustrated the 1921 edition of “Leaves of Grass.” 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boardman_Robinson)  

507 “Sentimental Journey” could refer to A Sentimental Journey through France and Italy (1768) by 
Laurence Sterne or A Sentimental Journey: Memoirs, 1917-1922 (1923) by Viktor Shklovsky 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentimental_Journey). It was also a song from 1944 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentimental_Journey_(song))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boardman_Robinson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentimental_Journey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentimental_Journey_(song))
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February 25, 1946 We painted from Gladys in the morning with considerable futility. After 

lunch Helen went to the Museum of Costume508 and looked up some data for my use on “The 

Turn of the Screw”. She made a lot of very clever sketches from English costumes of 1850-48- I 

like them very much and appreciate her doing this research for me. There will soon be no excuse 

for me to postpone my start on the drawings. 

 Reread in “Turn of Screw” in the evening and marking description matter and places of 

pictorial possibility. There are so very few characters 2 ghosts 2 “kids” 2 women mostly take the 

stage. 

(Clipping Santa Fe New Mexican - Wyatt Davises Leave to Settle in Guatemala”....)509 

 

February 26, 1946 While Helen and I were painting from Gladys this morning the phone rang 

and Shuster back from Philadelphia told Helen that he would be in to see us this afternoon. 

 He came about five oclock and he looked very well indeed. Said he had had so much 

good German cooking at his fathers house in Germantown that he had gained weight. Spoke of 

 
508 Since 1946, the museum of costume has been the Costume Institute at the Metropolitan. 
(https://www.metmuseum.org/about-the-met/curatorial-departments/the-costume-institute). The show she 
saw would likely have been the inaugural Costume Institute show 
(http://libmma.org/digital_files/archives/Museum_Exhibitions_1870-2011.pdf)  

509 The text of this news item reads: 

Wyatt Davis, photographer for the State Tourist Bureasu since his return from the army and for a 
number of years before his service, left yesterday with his family for Mexico. He intends to settle 
in Guatemala. Davis who has lived on and off in Santa Fe over 35 years sold his house on Upper 
Canyon Road to Harry [?] of Taos. As a guitarist, David teamed up with Will Shuster, 
accordionist, to enliven many a Santa Fe party [?]. Besides Mrs. Davis, there are two children, 
Edward and Joan. 

https://www.metmuseum.org/about-the-met/curatorial-departments/the-costume-institute
http://libmma.org/digital_files/archives/Museum_Exhibitions_1870-2011.pdf
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reunions with old friends of 26 years ago (at which time he left for Santa Fe). He had enjoyed 

visit to the Phila Museum of Art and painted a portrait of his dad aged 78 and his stepsister 20 

years. His father works at hat making, Stetson & Co. We had a few high balls with him and 

enjoyed his visit very much. H. asked him to dinner Thursday. We expect Mary Regensburg 

(now Mrs Leonard Feist) whom he had met some years ago when she was visiting Santa Fe. She 

studied with me 2 or 3 years. Shuster left to dine up town with Jessie. A happy supper with 

Helen and I spent part of the evening reading “Turn of the Screw” for details and subjects for 

illus. 

 

February 27, 1946 This morning Homer Saint Gaudens510 Director of the Carnegie Art Ins. 

Pittsburgh called to select a picture of mine for the next Annual Ex. He is looking older, five 

years since I saw him. He has been in Army Services for 3 years or so. He is rather deaf. He does 

not look at my paintings with any visible emotion. The nudes with linear texture leave him so far 

as I can see quite cold. 

 He chose the unfinished “Black Dance Dress”. I told him I still had work to do on it - 

O.K. plenty of time. He confirmed the story I had heard that nudes in the exhibitions in 

Pittsburgh all nudes are covered with glass! on account of the number of slight physical additions 

made in pencil or chalk by visitors. Sad commentary on the cultural advance in that city which 

has had annual exhibitions for nearly 50 years. Internationally famous painters represented, and 

great expense entailed in collecting and awards. 

 
510 Homer Saint-Gaudens (1880-1958), son of sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens and director of Carnegie 
Museum (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer_Saint-Gaudens)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer_Saint-Gaudens


281 
 

 A Mr. Bryant Langston of 66 No. Girard St Woodbury N.J. has written that he bought a 

drawing of mine “Before the Bath” at the N.A.D. Ex and that he found that there was a city view 

drawing on the back of the paper. I wrote that I could not tell him about it unless I saw it or a 

sketch of it. 

 I wrote to Capt. Alice D. Davey answering her letter of some weeks ago told her Id be 

glad to have her come to the Studio when she’s here in April. 

 Helen made some more useful and clever sketches of Costumes of 1850 for my use in 

“Turn of Screw” illustrations.  

 Speaking with Saint Gaudens I commented on the current wave of abstract painting and 

the seriousness with which it is regarded saying the critics (also many directors of exhibs.) act 

just as they would about dress if they were fashion editors. They keep wise with the styles, as set 

by the Museum of Modern Art N.Y.C. 

 Late in the evening while we were writing letters Shuster came in with Carl Crichton a 

writer aforetune from Albuquerque N.M. I often met him in Santa Fe a chum of Shus’s now one 

of the Editors of “Fortune” mag. His wife and mother of grown children a typically Irish type 

from Albuquerque. When I said that the Cath. Church was underneath profacist[sic] Crichton 

laughed at her hurt look. But as she said they know Im wrong! We produced high balls. Talk of 

old times in Santa Fe. We went up to studio saw some pictures. Crichton not much interested. 

They left about 12 oclock. 
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February 28, 1946 Worked for two hours from Gladys making changes on the “Black Dance 

Dress” after which Jos. Forster and a woman daughter of a friend of Mrs Farr came to collect 

pictures for the “New Masses” benefit auction. They took Bettina on Sofa511 16,20 and 

“Finishing Touches” 16x20 (H. in tub standing) to be sold at not less than 400 each. 

 After lunch H. went up to see her mother. I worked an hour or two then lay down and 

slept an hour. 

 Shuster arrived after Helen came home. He has been offered use of studio and bedroom 

by his friend Hall who some years ago lived in Santa Fe now at 119 E. 9th St. Shus has already 

sent most of his clothes to Santa Fe but has 6 shirts and can stay a week deciding whether to stay 

longer. Mary Regensburg Feist came to dinner and was very nice company. She has 2 children 

has not painted much expects Leonard home from services in a few days. We enjoyed the 

evening. 

 Shuster had a lot of colored slides from his paintings and some Fiesta Santa Fe colored 

photos. We used my projector. This Kodachrome process for making small colored records of 

paintings is a very useful modern facility. The color is not perfect and seen in a dark room the 

effect is not quite what one gets from the original painting. 

 Shus & Mary left together as they both take the same subway to get, he to Crichtons and 

she to her apartment. 

 

 
511 Bettina on Sofa (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1122 
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March 1, 1946 While painting from Gladys this morning we had a phone call from Shuster who 

has changed his plans again and has decided to start west today at noon. He is going to visit a 

friend in Chicago for a few days and then go home to Santa Fe. 

 Helen went up town to see Kraushaar and take one of my small pictures (Nude in tub 

Finishing Touches) to the ACA gallery for the “Masses” auction. She then dropped in at the 

Assoc. Am Artists Gallery512 and gave the place a good looking over. She says the pictures 

etchings and lithographs are at a very low level. This concern is an evil force in American Art. 

They now are making a great deal of money by acting as middle man between advertisers and 

artists whose work they show. It may be that any thing that helps sell pictures of any kind helps 

all artists in a roundabout way. 

 We started painting of nude standing in studio leaning over stack of frames covered by 

green velvet drape513. Working under nervous tension. 

 “The Turn of the Screw” still hovers over my head. Helen has been getting together 

further costume and architectural data. 

 

March 2, 1946 Suffering some when working by nervous tension and headache in back of my 

neck. 

 
512 Unsure of what was on view. 

513 Gladys and Black Cat (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1173 
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 Helen gave me a good treatment with my small electric hand massage vibrator sold to me 

by artist friend Albert Groll514 four or five years ago. Seldom used, it seemed to benefit my head 

and back. 

 We went to a cocktail party at Mrs Glackens given by Mary Fanton Roberts. Not feeling 

very well. I was nevertheless glad that I went as beside Mary and Edith G. my friend Angna 

Enters was a guest who seemed really glad to see me. She kissed me only! I felt quite 

complemented. Percy MacKaye, Wallace Morgan515 Leon Kroll516 Violet Organ517 (Henris 

heiress through being sister of Marjory who died a year later). Eugene Higgins and his very nice 

wife both looking well. Mr & Mrs Walter Hampden518 (he is actor brother of Paul Dougherty519) 

David Mannas520 (Music) and many others. 

 Helen and I left rather early a drizzling rain made it comfortable to come home by taxi. 

Helen made a very good supper as usual. 

 Dif. bet. a Hunter and an Owl? One shoots to kill, other Hoots to chill! 

 
514 Albert Lorey Groll (1866-1952) American artist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Lorey_Groll)  

515 Wallace Morgan (1875-1948) was a war artist and illustrator 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wallace_Morgan)  

516 Leon Kroll (1884-1974) painter, lithrographer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leon_Kroll)  

517 Violet Organ was Marjorie’s sister (and Henri’s sister-in-law) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marjorie_Organ)  

518 Walter Hampden Doughtery (1879-1955) American stage, film, and television actor and theater 
manager (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Hampden)  

519 Paul Doughtery (1877-1947), painter, brother of Walter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Dougherty_(artist)) 

520 Unsure of who this is. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Lorey_Groll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wallace_Morgan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leon_Kroll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marjorie_Organ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Hampden
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March 3, 1946 (five pointed star) (Every brick on Ch. roof is marked WAV and one only has a 

five pointed star) 

 After a leisurely breakfast J.S. in bed Helen proposed a walk on the roof. Up the stairway 

we went (a wonder of 1880 when the Chelsea was built) to the fine brick paved roof a bronze 

plate shows the pride of its inventor & builder (Tobias New. Fireproof Roof. 

 We walked in the sunlight and breeze of a beautiful morning. After lunch very substantial 

as is usual with Helens belief that I thrive best on plenty and my weight 150 and improved health 

argue with her. We painted together on our pictures started Friday. We had tea together later.  

 

March 4, 1946 Up early and breakfast at the table for the first time since we returned from Santa 

Fe. And then we took an half hour constitutional walk on the roof and we enjoyed the fresh 

smoky air and the straggling rays of sunshine piercing through. 

 Then Miss Eilo arrived and we both painted from her. I struggled with my underpainting 

of the figure which is standing leaning on a green velvet draped over a stack of frames. 

 After lunch Helen went out and attended to errands and stopped in to the Pub. Library 

and made some sketches of English gardens for my sometime use in illus. for “Turn of the 

Screw”. 
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March 5, 1946 Early breakfast in bed today. Helen had to go to Doctor Roper for another cold 

immunization, and I fussed about in the stored material of the past and got out some John 

Leech521 portfolios. Some of his great drawings in “Punch” are of English life of the 1850- 

period. 

 I had a nice lunch alone prepared by H. before she left. 

 Helen came home after seeing the doctor and having lunch with Miss Kraushaar and 

arranging with her to send a group of matted etchings to Bucknell college in Penna. to be hung 

there during the days while I am visiting to make a few remarks on March 24th as arranged by 

Harry Wickey. H. dropped in to see the ex.522 of Angna Enters paintings and sculptures. Reports 

that the new branch of art enterprise - Sculpture for Angna is not very promising. 

(Sketch at bottom of page continued on March 7) 

 

March 6, 1946 As Miss Eilo had phoned and told us she had a cold and could not pose today we 

took a walk on the roof for 1/2 hour after breakfast then Helen went out and went to a electric 

supply place and then sent a man to look at the studio and after lunch a four 40 inch tube set was 

installed Fluorescent lights some cool and some warm in tone a beautiful light.  

 
521 John Leech (1817-1864) English caricaturist, known for Punch magazine 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Leech_(caricaturist))  

522 Unclear where this show was. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Leech_(caricaturist))
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 In the afternoon while I painted upstairs Helen had an arduous job going over my records 

with Mrs Donaldson523 from the Whitney Museum. They are making some sort of definitive 

record of all my works for Posterity.524 It is quite flattering but entails a lot of work.  

 After dinner Pach called up and said he would like to bring Mr Constable Director of the 

Boston Museum of Art to call on us at 9.30. We were glad that we had our new lights and we got 

out quite a lot of my paintings. He seems to like the linear textured work very well and both he 

and Magda & Walter P. liked the “Nude with Skein of Wool” which I have just about finished. 

Pach had hoped to sell the Boston Museum my picture of “Vagis the Sculptor”525 but it was 

turned down last summer. Perhaps he thinks that Constable will think well of some one he saw 

tonight. C. is a very pleasant English born ex artist and I like him. His pleasant English ease has 

its charm. He tells us that my “Pigeons”526 painted in 1909 or 10 while I lived at 365 W. 23rd St 

went from the Boston Museum to Exhibition at the Tate Galley London. 

 

March 7, 1946 We took our walk on the roof this morning 1/2 hour. Mrs Donaldson came again 

today to work with Helen on the information on my work. I painted up in the studio until lunch 

with Helen. In the afternoon Mrs D. returned and I went up to the Studio and went on with my 

work. We spent a quiet evening. I felt quite tired Helen also had a very tiring day. 

 

 
523 ASK HEATHER 

524 Whitney starts to work on catalogues of artists work - dropped it after a few months 

525 Vagis, The Sculptor (private collection) Elzea 917 (916 in index) 

526 Pigeons (MFA Boston) Elzea 165 
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------------------- 

(Sketch continued from above) A Dream plan for Collecting rain water on cement terrace around 

“Sinagua” draining to underground cisterns distributing water to series of terraces on sides of hill 

by means of pipes 

---------- 

 

March 8, 1946 Up at 8.00 and had breakfast with Helen then we walked on the roof for 1/2 hour. 

Miss Eilo came to pose and we went on with our paintings for 3 hours as usual. We are both 

getting along right well altho. one never knows when one (or two) will put the foot (or feet) in to 

the work and set it back. 

 A Mr Gwatheney(sp?)527 called and said that there had been a bookkeeping error in 

sending me a check for $100 as half of the price for the small “Nude on Great White Pillow” 

10x8 sold at the “Strikers Families” auction. It should be $25.00 more as my price was $250. 

 

March 9, 1946 A typical March windy day. After breakfast Helen went to the Library and 

secured some English garden material for me for “T of S”. I worked on line texturing the “Black 

Dance Dress” and I feel it will be more what I want In spite of the fact that Homer St Gaudens 

invited it in its earlier state. 

 
527 Possibly Robert Gwathmey (1903-1988), American social realist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Gwathmey)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Gwathmey
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 John Stratton, for whom I painted his wifes portrait528 in late 1942, came to ask me to 

paint a companion piece of himself529. He pleads inability to pay more than $300, and I finally 

agreed. He tells me that he paid 250 for the wifes picture and only 400.00 for my painting “Nude 

and Rembrandt”530. I had forgotten how easy I had been on him. 

 After our supper Bill Bomar came into let us know he had just returned from home in 

Texas where Spring blossoms are in full bloom. He looks well and is glad to be back in N.Y. 

---- 

 It was pleasing to hear from Stratton who had his portrait (with his boy) painted by Diego 

Rivera in Mexico a few years ago531 - that Rivera had stated that J.S. was the first in his rating of 

American (U.S.) artists. Mentioned my search for reality not visual realism. 

 

March 10, 1946 On account of the little space alloted for this day it is necessary to write very 

small. 

 We started the day by walking on the roof for half an hour. Helens folks came to dinner, a 

very good one by the wonderful Helen. Helen mere is feeling very poorly as some trouble is 

following her operation. Late in the afternoon Mr Coates ruddy faced thick red hair on end art 

ed. of The “New Yorker” came to interview me on material for a “Profile” in that magazine. He 
 

528 Mrs. John M. Stratton (Private collection) Elzea 1120 

529 Mr. John M. Stratton (Private Collection) Elzea 1175 

530 Nude and Rembrandt (Dr. Martin Cherkasy) Elzea 891 

531 Diego Rivera’s portrait of John and Walter Stratton (1942) is in the collection of Mary-Anne Martin 
Fine Art (http://mamfa.com/artists/rivera-diego/portrait-of-john-and-walter-stratton)  

http://mamfa.com/artists/rivera-diego/portrait-of-john-and-walter-stratton
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is a likable person but he impressed both H. and me as not having any clear plan as yet. I gave 

him many incidents in my career that I felt might be useful. We had an agreeable couple of 

hours. He says that he wants to come to talk to me once or twice more to get more material. We 

hope that in the mean time he forms some kind of a plan. 

 

March 11, 1946 Cool and sunny day 

 We painted from Gladys Eilo in the morning Nude leaning on stack of frames under 

green drape. Helens is going well perhaps the same is true of mine. Ive introduced a cat, lower 

right. After lunch I went on working and while Helen went to market I took a 40 minute walk on 

the roof which was really invigorating nice cool breeze and a very clear day for New York. 

 Helen had a long letter from Teresa Bakos in Santa Fe. Says that the electric light poles 

extended to their homestead and our “Sinagua” will entail some expense perhaps 350.00 for the 

two places. As the work will not be done for 2 or 3 months we will probably be out there before 

this work is done. 

 

March 12, 1946 Stratton 2.30 P.M. 

 Working on Gladys & Cat nude this morning. 

 After lunch Mr Stratton called on his posing engagement. He sat quite patiently but I feel 

that I have got the size of the head too small in the under study in tempera. He will call up to 

arrange a second pose. 
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 Later about 5 PM a young dentist and his nice wife came name Terry Hiltunen, sent by 

Pochapin of the Hall of Art their second visit there[sic] first in 1944 two years ago. Helen and I 

had a fatiguing chore getting out pictures for their consideration, but after two hours they decided 

on “Horseman on the Camino Sunset”532 and a nude seated in front of rack of frames arm leaning 

on red violet stuffed velvet bolster533. 

 I made a special price for the two 600.00 to be paid in three instalments[sic]. We will 

have frames made for them. They were very nice people buying their first paintings and I feel 

that they are trustworthy in the money matter. 

 

March 13, 1946 Painted from Gladys this morning. My efforts are most discouraging. 

 After lunch prepared as usual by Helen in her always good style I had a call from Pat. 

Quinlan political minded Irishman and long time friend always interested in labor and socialism 

altho no party member. Once framed by N.J. police and sent to prison for “advocating violence” 

in a strikers meeting. Dolly Sloan worked for months in New Jersey and finally had him released 

from Trenton prison534. He tires me with his constant talk of politics and his intense hatred of 

England.  

 
532 Rider (Sunset, Camino Monte Sol) (Dr. and Mrs. Terry Hiltunen) Elzea 1071 

533 Nude With Red-Purple Bolster (Dr. and Mrs. Terry Hiltunen) Elzea 1131 

534 Pat Quinlan was arrested for his involvement in the 1913 Paterson Silk Strike 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1913_Paterson_silk_strike)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1913_Paterson_silk_strike
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 Helen went up town taking “Sweater Girl”535 painting of Bettina Woodlock with black 

hat rose sweater painted a year ago to be sent by Kraushaars to the Pepsi-Cola Exhibition (3rd 

Annual)536. I have never sent work to their jury before. Without sending I am not in good 

position to criticise the Show. Worked & washed brushes in the late afternoon then lay down 

until Helen came home soon producing a nice dinner. She went to ACA gallery and saw pictures 

as yet unsold for The New Masses benefit auction. Nude on Sofa not yet sold. “Finishing 

Touches” standing in tub, has been sold. 

 

March 14, 1946 I painted on the Nude with Green draped frames and cat which is giving me lots 

of trouble. Helen is working with Mrs Donaldson on the data for the Whitney Museum on J.S. 

Went upstairs to the studio and worked from memory on the start I had made of portrait Mr 

Stratton on Tuesday. Since it could not be spoiled I did it no harm. Helen went to see about 

frames for the paintings for the Hiltoners. The stocks of mouldings[sic] available to frame 

makers are very low. 

 I rested for a half hour late in afternoon which relaxation was pleasantly interrupted by a 

visit from our young neighbor Bill BoMarch He tells us that he is going to have an exhib. at 

home in Fort Worth before long. Showed him the things I’m working on. He liked “Black Dance 

Dress” and the Pink Dressing Gown and Nude with Skein of wool quite well. 
 

535 Sweater Girl (Miss Woodlock) (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1158 

536 The third annual Pepsi-Cola Competition ran from October 1-31, 1946. The winning painter was Boris 
Deutsch, for his painting What Atomic War Will Do to You. See American Artists Against War by David 
McCarthy, p. 48.  

Boris Deutsch (1892-1978) immigrated from Russia and was known as a figure painter based in Southern 
California (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/boris-deutsch-1237)  

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/boris-deutsch-1237
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 We sent in our Estimated Income Tax for 1946 yesterday as we had paid overestimated 

(guess work) last years by $800.00 which was just repaid us by the Government but without a 

cent of interest! 

 It is a ridiculous thing to ask a citizen who is free lancing in the field of painting to form 

any estimate of his probable receipts a year in advance. 

 

March 15, 1946 We painted from Miss Eilo this morning and I have mine in better shape I trust! 

We let her go for next week as we go to Lewesburg Penna at the end of the week. I called up 

John M Stratton and asked him to give me a pose this afternoon. He agreed and came about 3.30 

PM with a friend Mr Jerry Henderson a man of liesure[sic] who Stratton told me after he had 

gone inherited a fortune in Perfumary stocks! Stratton bought from me and presented to H. a 

“Gist of Art” and one of the small Monographs on J.S537. just published. Stratton posed well and 

the tempera underpainting seems to be going on well I think it looks quite like him he thinks its 

too “serious”. Maybe its a very good painting and not “a good likeness”. It may be that the two 

things are incompatible. 

 Helen went out and mailed 3 drawings to Dwight Kirsch of the Lincoln, Univ. of 

Nebraska who had wirten that they might buy some. Also she mailed J.S. monographs to Emma 

Davis who has sent check. 

 
537 Possibly the 1945 monograph published by American Artists Group. 
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 A very nice letter from Mrs Terry Hiltunen enclosing 200.00 on acc for the two paintings 

which we are having framed. She says that she read that I was born in Lock Haven, and that she 

was from the “Pennsylvania Dutch” section near there. 

 

March 16, 1946 Tinkering on paintings all day to my extreme fatigue. Mae Larsen sent 

Catalogue of Bellows Ex in Chicago just closed538. I am angry at a remark in an article539 on G.B. 

by a certain Sweet540 in which he says that B’s portrait of his father “has a psychological insight 

which Henri could never have achieved”. This is one of B’s earliest portraits an adaptation of 

Henri’s style and has nothing but simplified eyesight no insight. The many reproductions rather 

better than the paintings being in black & white show Bellow’s cleverness and in some of the 

family portraits of Emma & children a fair degree of impressive ability. But the work is eyesight 

painting has none but visual reality and no tactile quality of realization. I resent the pedestal for 

G.B. being placed higher than that of Robert Henri and I think that B. will ultimately be regarded 

as a rather hollow painter and lithographer as well. He was too darn smart. He shows his 

underlying weakness in any attempt at humor or satire. He had no sober sense of humor. He 

skims the surface and does his work for the applause of “the bleachers”. Success came too Soon. 

 

 
538 This show was Paintings, Drawings and Prints by George Bellows which ran at the Art Institute from 
January 31-March 10, 1946. (http://www.artic.edu/research/1946-exhibition-history)  

539 Possibly “Bellows Twenty-Three Years After Dempsey-Firpo,” Art News 44, January 15 1946, pp. 12-
13 and 27-28 (see Doezema, George Bellows and Urban America, p. 238) 

540 Frederick A. Sweet (1903-1984) curator (https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-
interview-frederick-sweet-12866)  

http://www.artic.edu/research/1946-exhibition-history
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-frederick-sweet-12866
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-frederick-sweet-12866
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March 17, 1946 I worked on background of Nude painting with Cat and green draped frames. 

Glazes improved the background. Helens folks Dr & Mrs. F. called late in the afternoon at about 

6 PM they took us, in their car, down to Hamlins where we found beside Geo. and Eliz. their 

friends Dr. and Mrs Dujat541. He is a surgeon and teaches at the N.Y. University. We had the 

usual routine of high balls and while the ladies chatted on the divan we gentlemen talked surgery 

politics and religion at their rather small living room surrounded on all sides by walls covered 

with Sloan etchings and paintings. Along about 7.30 or 8 o’clock Elizabeth served sandwiches 

and cake. A pleasant evening. We were home about 10 oclock. 

 

March 18, 1946 (Stratton 3.30 PM) 

 Worked on the background of Mrs Strattons portrait (painted in 1942) which S. brought 

to show me the size for his own, which is in a very nebulous stage. He came to pose, after we 

had our lunch. Sat for an hour and then had to go to attend to legal matters. I stirred up the 

nebulae but still feel lost. He promises to give me another sitting tomorrow. 

 Helen went up to see an ex. of paintings by Aaron Bohrod (a pupil of mine) doing good 

work made good war theatre paintings for Life mag. She says he is the most proficient tempera 

painter in the country, that the show is good but a little under the current tricky mannerisms.542 

 
541 Possibly Alvin Dujat, dates unknown. 
(https://archives.med.nyu.edu/islandora/object/nyumed%3A1418/datastream/OBJ/download/The_Univers
ity_and_Bellevue_Hospital_Medical_College_Announcements_1933-1934.pdf)  

542 Unsure what show this is. Records of this museum are sparse. 

https://archives.med.nyu.edu/islandora/object/nyumed%3A1418/datastream/OBJ/download/The_University_and_Bellevue_Hospital_Medical_College_Announcements_1933-1934.pdf
https://archives.med.nyu.edu/islandora/object/nyumed%3A1418/datastream/OBJ/download/The_University_and_Bellevue_Hospital_Medical_College_Announcements_1933-1934.pdf
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 We had a letter from Shuster now home in Santa Fe and very happy son Don and his 

young wife are living out at S. homestead a mile West of our “Sinagua”. Eight inches of snow on 

the hills a few days ago. Beautiful weather in Santa Fe now sunny yet Windy. 

 Here in N.Y. we have had nearly a week of spring weather altho we had rain last evening 

and it is grey today. Our fluorescent lights make it like a clear day in the studio. 

 

March 19, 1946 Stratton 2-2.30 

 A brisk grey day. I took a walk on the roof in the morning. 

 Helen working with Mrs McDonald on the archives of my work. 

 After a nice lunch I took up the portrait of John Stratton who came after 3 PM and gave 

me a sitting, a gelatine isolating coat over the tempera monochrome and I started glazing one 

glaze on the head & hands and then a direct painting not heavy on the coat. 

 I received blanks for nominations to the Amer Institute of Arts & Letters today and it 

occurred to me that I might well nominate Randall Davey whose consistent and facile painting 

seems to me to entitle him to rank as peer to any of the painters in the Institute. I need two 

sponsors so called Eugene Speicher543 who was out. Mrs S. told me that she would give him my 

request that he act as one sponsor. Later I called Leon Kroll who said he would gladly endorse 

Randall. 

 
543 Eugene Speicher (1883-1962) American realist and landscape paper, student of Henri 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_Speicher)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_Speicher
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 On the radio N.Y.C station tonight we heard good speeches by Henry Wallace (my 

candidate for President) and W Averill Harriman544 ex ambass to Russia at a meeting at 

Commodore Hotel. Making brave and forceful attempts to stem the tide running toward War 

with Russia! (Press and Business, Oil urging) 

 

March 20, 1946 Stratton 2.30-3 P.M. 

 Helen went to Watermans for my fountain pens. Not ready. Puttering in the Studio the 

morning on Stratton portrait. After lunch Helen went on errands and up town to see her mother 

who is waiting for a hospital room to have some repairs made in her operation. 

 Stratton arrived at 4 P.M. he brought along a vest of a suit which he thinks might suggest 

the color of the coat in his portrait also a half dozen neckties any one of which would be suitable 

to his taste in that dress accessory! 

 I worked until after 5 oclock but while the picture becomes more like him it is not going 

any too well. T’was ever thus! 

 Wrote Randall Davey in Santa Fe asking him if he would allow me to propose him to 

membership in Am. Inst. Arts & Letters. A questionable honor but I feel he deserves it. He is a 

far better painter than many now members. He is nearing 60 years of age a further qualification, 

seemingly. 

 

 
544 William Averill Harriman (1891-1986) Democratic politican, Ambassador to UK and Soviet Union, 
Secretary of Commerce, governor of NY (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._Averell_Harriman)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._Averell_Harriman
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March 21, 1946 Breakfast served to me in bed as is the general custom. Helen loves to/and 

pampers me and Ive come to like it at her dear hands altho’ not many years ago I felt that this 

luxury seemed like illness. After I got up Helen went out marketing and on her return I went to 

the roof promenade and walked for about 25 minutes in the smoky sunshine of a clear beautiful 

New York Spring day. 

 After I came down Mrs Donaldson came and worked with Helen on the Whitney J.S. 

archives. When I see all the hundreds of cards in the index I feel that Ive been very productive 

but when I think of all the days and hours Ive lived and of the great number of these that I have 

spent idly I am reassured for there might have been hundreds more cards. 

 Mr Stratton came at about 11.45 A.M. and I worked on the portrait and I now think that it 

is getting under control, he seems to like it. 

 The pendulum with the impulse of ultra modern art is far swung in the opposite direction 

to Painting by Eye. It will swing back. The more effort exerted to hold it there the less likely it is 

to swing far back in the direction of the wretched Academic work of the last 60 or 70 years. 

 

March 22, 1946 Walked on the roof 20 minutes a nice clear day with the blemish of city smoke. 

Helen went to 14th St. and bought 5 frames in raw wood 2 for the Hilltonen pictures. Mr Stratton 

came to pose at 12 oclock worked till nearly 2 P.M. The portrait is going pretty well now. I did 

some preliminary toning on 3 frames. Helen collected the unsold (auction benefit) painting from 

ACA gallery and left it at Kraushaars (Bettina on Sofa). 
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March 23, 1946 Working on the portrait in the morning and after lunch Changing background 

etc) Mr Coates from “New Yorker” came before noon to go on with his article on me for 

“Profile”545. Helen asked him to stay for lunch good salad and chicken. He left by 2 oclock and 

says he will see me again in a week. 

 A letter from Frank Sieberling Jr546. Toledo asks me to let him come in April (first week) 

to talk over the work of Bellows. I wrote and agreed to this.547 

 Helen busy getting our bags ready for trip to Pa. tomorrow. Bill Bomar asked us over for 

“old fashioned” Bourbon whiskey at about 5 P.M. We saw several very fine paintings of his, and 

had an interesting talk. A very extraordinary young man, perhaps a genius. 

 

March 24, 1946 Bucknell 

 Up early and to the Penn Station getting an 8 oclock train to Lewesburg by way of Phila 

and change to Harrisburg. Good weather with gray overcast bringing out much more color in 

landscape and dwellings towns and rivers than sunlight can produce. I enjoyed particularly the 

old Penna. towns and the Susquehanna River rolling hills patches of bright green wheat fields 

and the trees not yet in leaf. We arrived in Milton PM and Harry Wickey and the painting 

professor Mr Gummo548 met us at the station. We rode to Lewesburg a few miles away and were 

 
545 This piece was never published (Janice Marie Coco, John Sloan’s Women, p 116) 

546 Frank Sieberling Jr (1908-1990) art historian (http://seiberlingvisualhistory.org/FrankJr/)  

 547 Frank Sieberling, Jr for information on Bellows work he never finished 

548 Blanchard Gummo (?-1986) artist and professor at Bucknell for over 40 years 
(https://museum.bucknell.edu/2012/07/17/the-man-the-myth-the-bucknell-legend-blanchard-gummo/)  

http://seiberlingvisualhistory.org/FrankJr/
https://museum.bucknell.edu/2012/07/17/the-man-the-myth-the-bucknell-legend-blanchard-gummo/
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delivered to the President of Bucknell College’s residence where we met his very friendly wife 

and himself and were assigned a room. 

 At about 4.30 P.M. we attended the exhibition of J.S. etchings549 and were impressed at 

the crowd of visitors. We met many people and much appreciations of my work. 

 Returning to Spencers rested for an hour and then met some thirty guests at dinner. 

Spencers550 have come from Pittsburg[sic] and still have a farm somewhere near there. He is 

interested in archaeology and photography. He spends sometime in the summer in Utah where he 

assists in excavations. Met many of the faculty and directors trustees of the college originaly[sic] 

Baptist institution but now quite open to all denominations. Pres. Spencer talks like a liberal in 

social outlook. 

 

March 25, 1946 After breakfast with the Spencers we went to the Wickeys two rooms and were 

then left alone first having lunch together at a comfortable home restaurant. 

 Lewesburg is a sweet cleanly town a college town the only industry in it is a chair 

factory. There is a quiet serenity about it. Many of the houses are old substantial and beautiful. 

There do not seem to be as many autos as are usually seen trimming the sides of most small 

towns in these times. 

 
549 John Sloan’s show and visit to Bucknell are discussed in the article “Special Cultural Offerings in 
Centennial Program,”: in the Bucknell Alumnus, vol. 30 no. 4, June 1946, p. 11 and 22. No show dates are 
mentioned. 

550 Herbert Lincoln Spencer (1894-1960), president of Bucknell University from 1944-49 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Lincoln_Spencer)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Lincoln_Spencer
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 We dined in the evening with the Spencers and from there in Dr Spencers car we rode up 

the hill to the group of college buildings and to the rather small auditorium where after 8.15 my 

color slides were projected and I began to talk as they were shown. The talk was about up to my 

usual standard and seemed to be well received. The audience was not very large teen aged girls 

and boys and perhaps half the hearers older people. When the ordeal (for me) was over we 

returned to Spencers and after a short talk with them we retired to our room where Helen served 

us two with some apple brandy. No drinks of any kind have been served at the Co. presidents 

home. The town being a religious college town seems pretty dry. 

 

March 26, 1946 After breakfast at Pres. Spencer’s Mrs Wickey came for us along with Mrs 

Fowle551 who took us for a long ride in her car. We went over the hills on the East (or N.) side of 

the Susquehanna to Sunbury and had lunch at a restaurant in Danville. A beautiful experience 

these rolling hills and distant mountains were beautiful and the views of the river especially that 

of the confluence of the North and West Branches of the Susquehanna were lovely in the gray 

half misty light of the morning. The mist became rain later but we were still enjoying the ride. 

Mrs Fowle decided to take us to the old town of Northumberland and we visited the old and 

handsome home once occupied by Joseph Priestly552 Scientist Clergyman etc. This was of 

particular interest to me as I have grown up with a pride in being a sort of collateral descendent. 

My mother’s mother was a Priestly but not a direct descendent from the great Joseph. I think she 

 
551 Unknown. 

552 Joseph Priestley (1733-1804) English theologian, scientist, philosopher, credited with discovery of 
oxygen gas (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Priestley)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Priestley
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was born or at least lived in Ireland where she married Henry Ireland. The house553 is quite large 

now owned by Penna. State College a small and recently built museum contains a small 

collection of Priestlys personal effects. Chemical and electrical apparatus his glasses snuff box 

etc. This brick & cement “museum” is cold and dank. The old house occupied by a family is 

much more living and warm. 

 We enjoyed this day fully. The Talking job was done and seemed to please so I had a 

pleasantly relaxed feeling. Why do we live in the Cities? but how could I earn a living in the 

rural districts? 

 The rain set in steadily by the time we got back at Spencers and packed up our bags said 

good bye and were taken to the R.R. station by Mrs Fowle a charming and happy little woman 

most kindly and free. We bid Wickeys good bye and in six long hours or so were back in New 

York and here the rain was pouring! 

 

March 27, 1946 A good nights sleep in our own bed at the Chelsea restored our tired bodies. 

 I phoned Stratton and made an appointment with him for a sitting Friday P.M. 

 I worked during the day. 

 Helens mother went to the N.Y. Hospital for her post operation today and before eight we 

heard that she was doing right well. 

 
553 The Joseph Priestley House is open to this day as a tourist site. 
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 In the evening Zoltan Hecht an artist acquaintance called and brought us a share of stock 

in his little picture selling enterprise The New Age Gallery554. The share results from the sale of a 

drawing555 which I gave him for that purpose a year or more ago. Upon its sale I receive a share 

of stock. He is a gentle fellow and a really good painter who does not seem to be a child of 

fortune. He took 2 paintings of mine556 and 2 of Helens to place in his collection for sale at 33-

1/3% commission. 

 He has mornings for his own work and his wife attends to publicity etc. We wish them 

luck but their place is East 15th St and rather out of the way. They get notices occasionally in the 

Times and other papers. 

 

March 28, 1946 After breakfast mine served in bed as usual Helen went up to the Hospital to see 

her mother. I worked in the studio after a visit from Bill Bomar from across the all, a bedside call 

on me. Helen returned at 1.30 and prepared lunch with her usual deftness. Then I took a 1/2 hour 

walk on the roof.a beautiful warm sunshiny day with planes sawing the sky and men of the 

Y.M.C.A. on the roof of their quarters on 23rd St across the way playing handball in various 

athletic rags and many odd bodily designs getting their first sunburn of the year. Late in the 

afternoon a nice young black haired serious young art student557 who is doing an article or 

 
554 The New Age Gallery was one of the first co-op galleries in NYC 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoltan_Hecht)  

555 Unknown. 

556 Unknown. 

557 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoltan_Hecht
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interview with me for the League paper558 came and I gave him perhaps two hours of time not 

without interest to me. He is very interested in my ideas, says he knew Art Young559 quite well. 

 Working on frames for the two pictures purchased by the Hilltunens to whom we sent 2 

etchings last week as a gift. Nice letter of thanks from them. Helen and I tried photos of four 

paintings today using the Eastman Kodak560. We are neither of us well trained in photography. 

 

March 29, 1946 Stratton 2.30 PM 

 We worked on frames this morning. 

 After lunch Helen went down town and found one of our fountain pens had been 

repaired. 

 JM Stratton came and posed for two hours or more and I think that it is now a good 

picture and he is satisfied with the likeness. He is really interested in pictures and has some good 

instructive judgement. 

 His portrait is now strong enough to stand up with the portrait of his wife that I painted 

(at bargain rates of course) while I was in poor health previous to Dollys death in 1943. 

 
558 Unknown if this article was written. CHECK BOXES 

559 Arthur Young (1866-1943) cartoonist for The Masses (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Young)  

560 Kodak was founded in 1888 by George Eastman (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kodak)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Young
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kodak
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 Don & Lydia Freeman called while we were at lunch. They are using the Wickeys house 

at Cornell on Hudson while W’s are away. Don has lost his assignment on Sunday ed. of PM” so 

they can take some time off each week in the country. 

 

March 30, 1946 Did some very improving work on the “Fifth Ave Critics, 1905”561 painting 

made in 1940 from my etchings of that title. Miss Kraushaar sent Mr Lathrop562 of the Art Dept 

of Dartmouth College who is collecting a group of my paintings for an ex.563 This is the result of 

my talking on the subject with my cousin John Sloan Dickey who is the president of Dartmouth. 

Added to those that Lathrop selected at the K. Galleries, he selected paintings here to bring the 

number to 26. He also wants 3 or 4 drawings. Lathrop suggested that I might talk at Dart. Col. at 

the time the ex opens June 1st but as we will probably be leaving for Santa Fe about May 15 I 

had to decline. 

 The treasurer of Bucknell has sent a check for $200.00 this is in excess of the amount 

Wickey wrote me as the fee (100 and expenses). We will have to write H. Wickey. 

 

March 31, 1946 I worked in the Studio also Helen same. After fixing us a good dinner H. went 

up town to see her mother who back from repairs at the Hospital is now doing well. 

 
 

561 Fifth Avenue Critics (Fukushima Museum) Elzea 1091 

562 Churchill P. Lathrop (1900-1996) Dartmouth professor of art history and art librarian from 1928-1966 
(https://ead.dartmouth.edu/html/ms1141_fullguide.html) 

 563 Churchill Lathrop preparing ex. for Dartmouth 

https://ead.dartmouth.edu/html/ms1141_fullguide.html
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April 1, 1946 Altho I thought that I was getting a cold as I lay in bed this morning I got up after 

breakfast in bed (pampered Pantaloon!) and Helen and I painted from Miss Eilo. I worked on the 

“Nude and Cat in Niche” and Helen on her edition of the same subject started a year ago. 

 Mrs. Donaldson of Whitney Museum worked on the Index job. 

 Helen left after lunch (and a period of indexing up in the studio with Mrs Donaldson) 

[Mrs Mc has been crossed out and son added to Donald, same as above] to see with her the 

Ryder ex at Macbeth Gallery564. She met with the usual thirst for art cocktails and many art flies. 

Came home in time to fix my dinner. Before dinner she fixed me a couple of catch up drinks of 

Apple Jack, very much appreciated by her lonely spouse. 

 “Macbeth hath murdered sleep” 

 

April 2, 1946 As a slight rawness in my throat continues during the night I kept to my bed all 

day and much of the time I spent reading “Brideshead Revisited”565 by an English writer of note 

Evelyn Waugh. It is a good piece of writing I cant make out whether it is pro or con Roman 

Catholicism. I disliked the characters all of them creatures of upper class English life Catholic 

nobility and it left me with an added horror of nobility and Catholics and organized religion 

an[d] a sympathy with the agnostic views of the “I” in the story. 

 
564 The show of Albert P. Ryder’s works ran from April 1-20, 1946. 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/macbgall.pdf, page 243) 

Albert Pinkham Ryder (1847-1917), painter of landscapes and allegorical scenes. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Pinkham_Ryder)  

565 Evelyn Waugh (1903-1966) wrote Brideshead Revisited in 1945 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brideshead_Revisited)  

https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/macbgall.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Pinkham_Ryder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brideshead_Revisited
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 Helen went to see the Miss Kraushaar met Walter Pach there who has a liking for my 

small “Nude in Basin”566 or Bath in Basin as it may be called. 

 Mr Coates of “New Yorker” called and asked us to dine with him tomorrow but I 

selfishly asked Helen to have him here as I hate to go out dining. She was very agreeable. 

 

April 3, 1946 We painted from Gladys Eilo this morning. After lunch Helen took pictures to Z. 

Hechts new Age gallery. The drawing I donated and a landscape of Helens. 

 She met Colton567 the photographer there who says he bought my “Better Mouse 

Traps”568 from the Hall of Art and that Pochapin said that he paid me 100% on sales of my work! 

This is a lie. Also told Colton that I was very “hard up” the reason for his taking so many of my 

paintings. This man Max Pochapin is a thing of evil fouling to the touch. Im glad of course to be 

out of his gallery which is now selling junk. 

 Might it happen that this World beginning with Adam will end with the Atom bomb? 

 

April 4, 1946 We painted from Miss Eilo this morning working on the “Nude and Cat in Niche”. 

 After lunch Helen went up to see her mother. She mailed a photo of “Chama Running 

Red” to Randall Davey in Santa Fe who writes that the Southwestern Mag wants to run it. 

 
566 Nude in Bath Basin (location unknown), Elzea 1159 

567 Unknown. Elzea spells it “Colten.” 

568 Indian Art by the Highway (Better Mouse Traps) (Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church) Elzea 1030 



308 
 

 I rested for nearly an hour while she was out. Mr Sieberling of Toledo Museum phoned 

that he is coming to see me tomorrow. 

 In the evening a Mrs Gloria Jennings569 came in to persuade us to join the Labor Party 

gave us a very persuasive talk and I paid 4.00 a years dues. I believe that their presence in the 

political mess of N.Y.C is a factor for better candidates in the major parties. 

 A letter from Houston University Texas sending me a questionaire[sic] of qualification 

for Xavier J. Barile who has applied for a position on their staff. I will recommend him as I 

believe he is a good teacher and can create enthusiasms for art study. 

 A letter very brief from Miss A E White Santa Fe acknowledging copy of J.S. 

monograph. 

 

April 5, 1946 I worked on Nude & Cat in Niche in morning and after lunch Helen went out to 

library. 

 About 5.30 Mr Seiberling in charge of educational dept of Toledo Ohio Museum of Art 

and son of the Seiberlings Tires and Rubber Akron, O. came in to his engagement made with me 

to talk over Geo Bellows work. He is engaged in making writing a very definitive book on 

Bellows work. He seems to thoroughly agree with me in the idea that G.B.is very greatly over 

estimated and he wants his book to take up B. pro. and con. I furnished him with my opinion on 

the Con. side of course. We both agreed that it was about time to stop this amazing flood of 

 
569 Unknown. 
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stupidity which is floating the inflated G.B. to the highest pinnacle of Art Ararat570. He was 

particularly interested in evidence to deny the statements of B. being a forerunner in painting the 

life of New York City. I showed him many of G.Bs drawings for The Masses 1913-15 and 

pointed out the artistic superiority of Glen D. Coleman571 now dead, too soon. 

 At Seiberlings request Helen is to arrange a visit with us to Vivian Organ to see if she has 

any letters or any other Henri data on G.B. 

 After Mr. S. left went across the hall to visit Bill Bomar where we had a drink of brandy 

very bracing. A friend of his to whom he wanted to introduce us had left. 

 

April 6, 1946 Working on the Nude with Cat in Niche in the morning. After lunch Helen 

pursuant to former engagement went up to Columbia College to see Barnard girls in Greek 

games. At 2.30 Alice B. Davey now Mrs Col H Sheldon with her husband, both in army 

uniforms came in to look over some of my nudes of the last 15 years. As Helen was away I had 

to get out many paintings. Alice has rapid judgement and very good informed taste and she 

finally decided on the “Nude and Chief Blanket”572 and “Jewel on Crimson”573 both done early in 

my underpainting and glazing since 1928. I made her a price of 2250.00 for the two. She hopes 

to persuade the Chicago Institute of Art Daniel Cotton Rich574 to accept the N. in Chief Blanket 
 

570 What is Sloan saying? 

571 Glenn O. Coleman (1887-1932) printmaker (https://www.moma.org/artists/1182)  

572 Nude on Navajo Blanket (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 901 

573 Jewel on Velvet (Red) (Alice Bradley Sheldon) Elzea 920 

574 Daniel Cotton Rich (1904-1976) director of Art Institute of Chicago, curator 
(https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/richd.htm)  

https://www.moma.org/artists/1182
https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/richd.htm
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as a loan. She believes that if it is placed it will have a good effect. She has a very clear idea of 

my purposes in my recent 18 years work and is enthusiastic. Her husband is about 50 years old 

and seems a kindly gentleman. They are both just out of service. She selected in addition about 

400.00 worth of my etchings. Helen hurried home from the cheese cloth Greeks and arrived in 

time to help clinch the business matters and administer a drink or two of sherry. They left a 

check on acc of 500.00. 

 

April 7, 1946 Working in the morning and line textured Stratton portrait in the afternoon. 

 At 5 oclock Directors Meeting of Soc. of Independent Artists the first meet for many 

months. W. Pach and Magda P. M Becker, Klonis Ary Stillman575, Beulah Stevenson, Mrs 

DePinna576, Miss McGibbon577, Larry Brennan578 etc. A good meeting all feel that if we could get 

a suitable place there would be a great response from artists. But the tremendous difficulty in 

finding any place rather stumped us. We prepared a letter to the papers stating our plight and 

requesting anyone who knew of one to let us know. Mrs Pach says that in Europe all large size 

and some small cities have great halls public places for exhibitions memorial affairs etc. It is 

strange that N.Y.C dont wake up to this need. 

 

 
575 Ary Stillman (1891-1967) Russian-American painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ary_Stillman)  

576 Unknown. 

577 Unknown. 

578 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ary_Stillman
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April 8, 1946 Worked in the morning. H. and I painted Miss Eilo. I went on with “Nude draped 

frames & Cat.” It seems to be advancing altho not by leaps and bounds. 

 After lunch Helen went to Watermans for repaired pen then up to Chas Whites to see 

about etching plates 2 are missing and he said he would look for them. Meanwhile I undertook 

the job of boxing 2 paintings for Dr Hilltunen which task I finished with great exertion. 

 A letter from Shuster gives the news that Wyatt Davis has come back to Santa Fe. The 

trip to Mexico with wife Mariam and children ended in a row. She took the car and went East. 

He returned to Santa Fe! What! an expected development? By some error on M’s part the money 

in the bank is in his name!. 

 The Call Boy of the Chelsea tells us that the Express company wont accept the boxing of 

the paintings - needs more side slats!! 

 

April 9, 1946 Mr Seiberling came 12 noon and had lunch at Helens invitation a good chicken. 

He looked at many of my sketch books and drawings. A tiresome task for Helen getting out all 

the drawings. He is certainly steadfast in his seeking for what he wants. Untiring himself he tires 

me and altho its my work he’s interested in I lose interest before he does. He bought 2 drawings 

figures, and made a very good selection. To be paid for later. 

 At 3.30 we three Helen Sieberling and I went by appointment to see Violet Organ “VIV” 

who is Henris heiress living in his studio apartment 10 Gramercy Park. She looks very well. It 

has been many many years since I have been in his studio. It looks very spacious now without 

Henri’s easel and all his stacks of frames & paintings. Seiberling looked with steady interest at 



312 
 

Mrs Henri’s drawings (Marjory who died within a year after H. Viv let him have many photos of 

H. works and he shows that he is well informed. When he left Mary Roberts who has H’s small 

apartment on floor below (Where H’s mother “Mrs Lee” (Really Mrs J.J. Cozad579) lived for 

some years. Mary F. Roberts came up and Viv. took us all to dinner. During a nice dinner I let go 

with some of my criticism of G. Bellows. I suppose Emma B. will hear of it. But it must be said, 

the absurd overestimate of his work has gone too far. 

 

April 10, 1946 Mr & Mrs Jos. Gallagher580 came in to pick out some etchings. He is a tall gentle 

man and a Democrat. She broad faced and Irish. They were interested in old New York. We sold 

them 3 etchings and a copy of “Gist of Art” and they paid 75.00. We really enjoyed the task of 

entertaining them. 

 In a letter to Shuster today I said, 

 Dont attack abstract art, it is the swing of the pendulum away from the stinking academic 

art of the last 75 years. The more it is supported at this stage the less likely it is to go all the way 

back to the eyesight smartness(?wd) of the recent past. Defend it and be sure to find fault with it 

at the same time. 

 Helen and I had a very happy evening together. 

 

 
579 John Jackson Cozad (1830-1902/6?) Father of Robert Henri. His killing a man led to the Cozad family 
moving away from Nebraska to the east coast and changing their names. 
(http://roberthenrimuseum.org/about-the-cozad-family/)  

580 Unknown. 

http://roberthenrimuseum.org/about-the-cozad-family/
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April 11, 1946 We painted from Miss Eilo in the morning. After lunch Helen went up to her 

mothers for tea. Helen’s aunt Katharine was there. She and Mr D Este her husband had just 

returned from an auto trip across to Calif. and back. They stopped in Santa Fe but could find no 

one who knew where our house was. After 5 months residence there each year since 1919! The 

population has in that time grown from 8000 to 24,000. Many of whom we have never met. 

Alas! The weather has become colder, after a period of very spring like weather toward end of 

March. 

 Sketch 

 

April 12, 1946 Painted from Gladys again this morning. I think the “Nude, Draped Frames and 

black & white Kitten” (too much for a permanent title) is getting on right well now. 

 Check and nice note from Frank Seiberling in payment for 2 drawings another check 

from Jos Gallagher (our visitor, with his wife last Wednesday) to pay for a copy of Tammany 

Hall “The Wigwam” etching. 

 Helen worked out our N.Y. State Income Tax this afternoon. We wont owe them much 

for 1945. 

 Bill Bomar from across the hall dropped in and is full of enthusiasm for a “Bronzino” 

now at Knoedlers. 
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 Alice B581. and the Colonel Huntington Sheldon582 came to dinner. A nice Chicken and a 

very good salad by Helen. After dinner we went up to the studio and “Ting” as she calls him 

made about 30 microfilm photos of paintings particularly the two which they are buying Jewel 

on Velvet and Nude and Chief Blanket. Good negatives on these small films with a good camera 

can be “blown up” to quite large size. 

 We are instructed to send 1 painting to her father Herbert Bradley in Chicago, along with 

the etching they selected last week. 

 

April 13, 1946 While busy making a small repainting area on head of “Chief Blanket” Pat 

Quinlan came in and turned on the stream of history and politics. I went on working until Helen 

returned from errands and we created a general impression that important matters were about to 

take place and Pat left. He is a gentle Irishman with a sense of liesure[sic] about him. After lunch 

John M. Stratton came in to get his portrait. He seems satisfied - he should be - I let him have the 

frame with it for 315.00. He handed over the check and we parted with best of mutual 

expressions of good will. We had our rows growing out of his suggestions. On one sitting I told 

him I’d keep the portrait and pay him $50.00 for the sittings! 

 
581 Alice B. Sheldon wrote mysteries under the name James Tiptree Jr. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Tiptree_Jr.)  

582 Huntington Sheldon (1903-1987), director of Office of Current Intelligence at the CIA from 1951-
1961. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huntington_D._Sheldon)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Tiptree_Jr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huntington_D._Sheldon
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 We went by invitation to the Pach’s for dinner. They had also Mr & Mrs Hugo Robus583 

sculptor at one time painter. Helen had seen some of his work today at Grand Cent. Gallery. She 

is not very enthusiastic. Modern Influences and she thinks the later work shown is the best. 

 We spent a really pleasant evening with Conversation of a rather good sort. Pach always 

has instances cultural and amusing. 

 We think that Pach has Robus in mind as his selection for the Schilling Fund Award this 

year. 

 Home to the Chelsea a little past midnight. 

 

April 14, 1946 A beautiful day outside. 

 Rested late this morning and did some touchings on paintings in studio before and after 

lunch. 

 Late in the afternoon Miss Woodlock brought a young art student Don Dougherty584 of 

Texas who has studied at Corcoran in Wash DC. He is seventeen and fears that a continuance of 

the draft will prevent his studying next year. 

 How fortunate I have been - living through 3 wars and not called to fight any of them! 

Clipping “Benediction” sculpture with note 7 feet in height! What a Stool! 

 
583 Hugo Robus (1885-1964) painter/sculptor from Cleveland, studied in Paris 
(https://americanart.si.edu/artist/hugo-robus-4088)  

584 Unknown. 

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/hugo-robus-4088
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April 15, 1946 I painted from Miss Eilo in the morning. Helen had too much to attend to in 

preparation for her dinner this evening. 

 I worked on the “Black Dance Dress” texturing the flesh & face. 

 At 4.30 PM. we went up town to the Gallery on 55th St to see the sculpture exhibit of 

Vagis.585 Many fine things cut in stone particularly I like a serpent he cut from a large boulder 

forming it by cutting with carborundum grinding wheel fragments. It was too hard for chisels of 

steel. Many beautiful things. I hope he finds some buyers but it may be he lacks absurd 

originality. 

 Gallery on 6th Floor and opening day with the elevator of the building out of order! A 

bad start. Mary Fanton Roberts and Violet Organ (Viv) came to dinner. Enjoyed it and we had a 

most happy evening. We showed them many of my paintings of the last 18 years and they were 

all new to our friends. Mary is quite crippled by arthritis. Viv is very nice and I think very 

attractive. Why has she not married? I cant guess the answer. Mary Fantons father was a govt 

Indian Agent when she was a child, located in Montana and she gave us some interesting 

memories of the Indians and the “badlands” meeting with “Sitting Bull”586 passing the Pipe of 

Peace. 

 

 
585 Unknown what show or gallery. 

586 Sitting Bull (c.1831-1890) Lakota leader who led resistance against the United States government 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sitting_Bull)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sitting_Bull
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April 16, 1946 My work today, painting is of an editorial nature. I am making certain 

improvements in the 1932 picture “Back to the Piano”587 Getel Kahn with the light back and 

above her, her arms folded on back of chair. I have repainted in tempera on shadow of face. I am 

also going on with the finishing of “Black Dance Dress”. I feel that it is much improved by linear 

texturing of the head & arms and feet. 

 Klonis Secretary of the Independents called up to tell us that the “Evening Sun” had a 

good article on the Exhibition needs of the S. I. A. Helen went out and bought copies of the 

“Sun” but the article was missing in this edition.588 

 

April 17, 1946 Today I worked on repainting the face of the girl with back to Piano. I feel that 

the improved quality of the grays on the face in shadow will be a satisfaction to me altho the 

picture has been much liked. 

 I think that the “Black Dress” dancer is about finished now. 

 Helen went out this afternoon. Mailed etching ordered by Jos. Gallagher and the prints to 

H. Wickey. She ordered and I received 8 copies of “Gist of Art” from Sam Golden who says that 

the book is going very well. Helen went up to the Century Club’s ex589 of Henris and his pupils 

(Kent DuBois Speicher & Bellows). She says that R.H.s Portrait of Linda full length in black 

looked magnificent. She met Mrs Abercrombie and they went to the Harvard Club. 

 
587 Girl, Back to the Piano (Sordoni Art Gallery, Wilkes College, PA) Elzea 938 

588 Find article 

589 The show was called “Robert Henri and Five of His Pupils” and ran from April 5 to June 1. It included 
Guy Pene du Bois, Rockwell Kent, George Bellows, Eugene Speicher, and Edward Hopper. 
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April 18, 1946 Painted from Miss Eilo in morning. Started a new picture nud[e] on yellow sheet 

with an electric heater beside the couch and a silver drape on screen back. Underpainting in 

tempera as usual. Got a fair start I hope. 

 In the afternoon Helen made up a pint of Emulsion for tempera the old Italian receipt I 

got in 1928 from Paul Dougherty in Santa Fe contains flax seed jelly glue and varnishes & Stand 

oil. 

 Paintings done with it have all stood up perfectly. 

 In the evening Mr and Mrs Ralph Abercrombie came in and we had a pleasant evening. 

She is a very old friend of Helens mother and is really interested in pictures. 

 

April 19, 1946 Miss Eilo posed and we worked in the morning. During the afternoon as I went 

on with the subject started yesterday. 

 Holger Cahill (Edgar H. Cahill) called me on phone to ask about picture of 1.W.W.590 in 

demand for lodging in church used in the Masses in April 1914. He is working on an article591 on 

the Armory Ex of (1913) to accompany the present Show of Early Modern influences592 at the 

Whitney Museum. 

 
590 1.W.W. must stand for First World War. Unknown what image he refers to. 

591 Could not find this essay if it was published. 

592 The show was “Pioneers of Modern Art in America 1943-1949,” which ran from April 9 to May 20, 
1946 (https://whitney.org/www/archives/Exhibitions.html)  

https://whitney.org/www/archives/Exhibitions.html
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 In the evening Cecil (Spike) Bell and Agatha came and took us to dine at Petitpas. They 

liked it there very much. “Nick” has now printed a circular about the Petitpas restaurant which he 

and his wife took over after 2 Petitpas girls went back to France. They took care of J.B Yeats in 

their circular. Nick claims to be a brother of P. girls and describes the persons in my painting in a 

most absurd way introducing G Bellows and others who sometimes came to P’s but are not in the 

painting. For the record the people I have starting left and so clockwise round the table Van 

Wyck Brooks, J.B. Yeats, Alan Seeger593, Dolly Sloan, Celestine P.594 Robert Sneddon,595 Ann 

Squires596, John Sloan Fred. King597, Mrs Chas Johnston598. [Circular clipped to page and a repro 

of nude reclining “The original is worse than this”] 

 Returning to the Chelsea Spike picked out 9 etchings which he purchased at special 

discount. 

 

April 20, 1946 Repainting on “Girl Back to Piano today” 

 In the evening Dr Low599 and Mrs of Pueblo Col. called and we showed them some 

pictures. He was my surgeon at St Marys Hosp. Pueblo in Aug 1931. I have seen him once or 

 
593 Alan Seeger (1888-1916), poet, died in First World War (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Seeger)  

594 Unknown. 

595 Unknown. 

596 Unknown. 

597 Unknown. 

598 Could be the Charles Johnston who wrote for Harper’s Weekly. No dates found. 

599 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Seeger
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twice since then. Mrs Low is a pretty woman a grandmother now but she has a sort of high 

pressure enthusiasm over pictures in a rather superficial way which is very exhausting to the 

artist. I think they do not buy! They want to bring a woman friend on Monday evening and take 

us to Petipas for dinner. 

 

April 21, 1946 We were invited to Mrs W. Glackens to lunch so no painting in the morning. Her 

house 10 W 9th St where W.G. built across 10th St and ruined his North light. A nice lunch. A 

young ex soldier photo amateur and sandy haired middleaged woman with a scar on her right 

cheek Mary Roberts and ourselves were guests. Mrs Glackens, Edith is very low in her mind. 

She lost her daughter Lenna about 2 years ago and with “Willie” gone she feels that she has 

nothing to live for. Financially she is very well fixed and her health is right good. She is clever 

and has lots of friends. 

 Leaving Glackens at about 4.30 we decided that we would go up town to see the 

Evergood Painting 20 years ex. at ACA gallery600. A beautiful day Easter and the streets are full 

of well dressed people well fed and gay. Europe and Asia & India are starving by thousands and 

may starve by millions. 

 The Ex of Philips paintings was a splendid demonstration of his real genius. Subjects 

often Social criticisms but they are splendid in color and concise drawing great power of impulse 

driven by ideas. So far ahead of the deluge of abstract and imitations of Picasso & Bracque etc so 

much seen these days. 

 
600 Show is not referenced in SIAAA records. 
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April 22, 1946 We painted from Gladys this morning going on with the “Nude on Yellow with 

Spot Heater”601. I also after lunch went on with the repainting shadow side of face in the 1932 

“Girl with Back to Piano”602. I am clearing up the shaded side and it seems to be improving. 

 Xavier Barile called on phone he has just come back to town from Florida. Will be in to 

see us tomorrow. 

 In the evening Dr & Mrs Low brought their friends Mr and Mrs Brown603 to meet us and 

we all went as Low’s guests to Petitpas for dinner. They were all pleased with the atmosphere of 

the place and the good quality and low price as well. We had cocktails first and plenty of light 

talk. Mrs B Caroline is a very intelligent and happy natured woman. She says that she has Indian 

blood her hair once red is a clear silvery white small twinkling eyes. She has studied 

“graphology”604 and her deductions from handwriting seem quite good. Helen came up with 

flying colors in her diagnosis of her script. All H’s qualities were described and praised. Dr L. 

left at 7.45 to attend a medical meeting. We others returned to our studio apartment in the 

Chelsea and H. and I. showed them some paintings. Mr Brown tall with large alert eyes is with 

Paramount Moving Pictures and they move about the U.S. He manages theaters for the company. 

Has been with them for 20 years. While in Pueblo Col they became friends of Low’s. As 

Caroline paints a little I recommended a visit to the Philip Evergood Ex. 

 
601 Possibly Nude with Heater (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1025 

602 Girl, Back to the Piano (Sordoni Art Gallery, Wilkes-Barre College, PA) Elzea 938 

603 Unknown. 

604 Graphology is a pseudoscience which purports to be able to tell traits and emotions of a writer solely 
from handwriting (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphology)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphology
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April 23, 1946 In the morning to the dentist Dr Roman and had two fillings. Then being in the 

neighborhood I went to the Century Assoc to see the ex called “Henri and Pupils”. R.H’s portrait 

of his first lovely wife Linda “Lady in Black”605 dominated the gallery and was a splendid sight. 

I have not seen it for more than 20 years. Bellows big prize fight is wretched careless 

incompetent junk. Two old ladies with child Jean is much better.606 Speichers portrait of Jean607 

and another girl subject are very competent. Hoppers studied light & shade patterns in a desolate 

world are eyesight painting only. Guy DuBois things look well. The Century is a rather exclusive 

place to show pictures. I suppose the members see then by us for the public they cant get in!  

 After preparing our lunch Helen went to pick up Sam Golden of American Artists Group 

and take him to see Viv. Organ in re getting some Henri letters for publication. 

 X.J. Barile came in to see us after 4 oclock. Hes looking rather tired, for him. Said that 

his winter in Florida was interesting and that by class and portraits he managed to pay expenses. 

He brought me his usual pleasant offering of cigars Cigarettes for Helen. 

 

April 24, 1946 We painted from Gladys this morning. I worked on the Nude on yellow sheet 

with Spot heater. Helen on a small panel of the same without heater. 

 
605 “Lady in Black” is at the Parrish Art Museum in Southhampton, NY 
(http://artists.parrishart.org/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/1266)  

606 Probably “Elinor, Jean and Anna,” Albright-Knox Gallery 
(https://www.albrightknox.org/artworks/192332-elinor-jean-and-anna)  

607 Speicher’s portrait in the Art Institute of Chicago does not have compatible dates, unless it was loaned 
for this show. (http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/40616)  

http://artists.parrishart.org/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/1266
https://www.albrightknox.org/artworks/192332-elinor-jean-and-anna
http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/40616
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 After making our lunch Helen went up to Kraushaar Gallery taking her two small pictures 

to be sent to the “Pepsi Cola”608 jury along with one of mine. 

 I worked all afternoon finishing up “Nude with Yarn” (or “The Skein you love to 

Touch”). I think it is very much improved. 

 A young lady stenog. from Sam Goldens office came in to look over the Henri and Sloan 

correspondence. She is going to do the typewriting. He intends publishing them with the 

drawings which Dolly had collected at the time he made them sitting with us in his evening 

visits. 

 Helen stopped in and obtained our tickets and reservations for our trip to Santa Fe May 

15. 

 A threatened Railway worker strike609 is spoken of in the radio news the date mentioned 

is May 18. We hope it dont happen. 

 

April 25, 1946 I tinkered with paintings today all day and am satisfied with my results. 

 Helen had Mrs Donaldson working in the Index of J.S. works for Whitney museum of 

Amer Art. In the afternoon Miss Varese610 came in to go on with typing Henris letters to me and 

 
608 “Pepsi Cola Company’s Third Annual Exhibition of Paintings of the Year” ran from October 1 to 
October 31, 1946. 

609 The strike was initially planned for May 18, but was postponed to May 23. Truman addressed the 
strike in a radio address on the following day and threatened to use the army to break the strike. The 
dispute was settled during Truman’s speech. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_1946 ) 
(http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5137/)  

610 Louise Varèse (1891–1989) was a translator and writer, wife of composer Edgard. 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5137/
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mine to him. I wonder if there is sufficient material in these letters to make a book - of course the 

drawings of H. will add interest & importance. 

 By the way I began my day by going up to the dentists again. He put a filling in a dead 

molar which had never pained me in its demise! 

 Heard a Governor of Penna named Earl611 on “Town Hall” Radio program urging 

preparation for war with Russia. He talked like a tricky ignorant fool. Dr Hutchens of Chicago 

Univ612. ably and with dignity took the side of World Government as the only possible next move 

to save our civilization. 

 

April 26, 1946 I worked from Gladys in the morning on the nude lying on yellow sheet with 

Electric spot heater. Helen had to go to Kraushaars with my “Nude with Yarn” painting just off 

the assembly line. 

 Miss Varese working on Henri letters in the afternoon while Helen went to the dentist. I 

left H. alone and went to the Knickerbocker Club for the Institute of A. & S. dinner. I enjoyed 

the affair quite well sat next to Louis Untermeyer613 poet & critic one of the original “Masses” 

group in 1913. Met Percy McKaye the poet who says he has a number of J.B. Yeat’s letters. 

Much talk on the subject of an international cultural exchange as an adjunct to peace. 

 
611 George Howard Earle III (1890-1974) was governor of Pennsylvania from 1935-1939 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Howard_Earle_III)  

612 Robert Maynard Hutchins (1899-1977) President (1929-1945) of the University of Chicago 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Maynard_Hutchins)  

613 Louis Untermeyer (1885-1977) poet, critic, editor (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Untermeyer)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Howard_Earle_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Maynard_Hutchins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Untermeyer
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 Albert Sterner looks very hearty for his 82 yrs. Eugene Higgins and others. I have never 

met the greater part of the honorable membership. Candidates for membership were discussed 

and proposed. I seconded nomination of Zorach the sculptor., F. Lloyd Wright614, architect. W. 

Gropper615 painter and cartoonist. I feel that since I’ve been accepted many worthier names 

should be on the list which is poor enough! 

 I found Miss Kingsland with H. when I returned at about 11 oclock and enjoyed talking 

with them about J.B Yeats whose American letters she is collecting. 

 

April 27, 1946 Spent the morning in bed with Helen squeezing out of me some comments on 

paintings for the Catalogue of Dartmouth College Ex this summer. Painting in afternoon. Helen 

mailed a copy “Gist of Art” to Jos. Gallagher inscribed by J.S. to Eugene Murry616 a nephew who 

is studying at Cooper Union drawing classes. 

 In the evening with Spike” Bell Agatha Lee Jackson and a lady friend of his, to Petipas 

where in spite of my asking him to let us pay “Nick” gave us our dinner, cocktails and wine all 

“on the house”. Im afraid he is trying to lull my criticism of his version of the history of the old 

“pension”. We took 3 hours dining and talking then returned to our Studio and looked at 

paintings. I began editing a nude looking out on roof garden on the “Chelsea”. 

 
614 Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959) American architect and designer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Lloyd_Wright)  

615 William Gropper (1897-1977) leftist painter, muralist, cartoonist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Gropper)  

616 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Lloyd_Wright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Gropper
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April 28, 1946 Working on Roof garden Nude617 in the morning. After lunch we rode in Dr Farrs 

car with mother out to Upper Montclair and spent the afternoon and evening with Mr & Mrs 

Julian DeEste their daughter Molly was there and she is always charming and original. She is up 

in Mass now working on a farm I think. The day was beautiful with air as clear as in Santa Fe. 

All trees and shrubs were in full blossom a lovely ride only blemish was a tire blow out or flat on 

the way home. 

 

April 29, 1946 Painting from Gladys in the morning. Sincerity Earnestness Labor Blood Sweat 

and Tears Faith Hope and Charity may all be employed and bad pictures result. 

 A letter from Will Shuster says that he is having prostate trouble seeing Dr Travis. Also 

informs us that Mariam Davis is back in Santa Fe. Saw notice of divorce proceedings a few days 

ago in the S.F. newspaper! 

 To[sic] bad there’s so little to write of today. I feel as though I should while in the mood 

write a few days ahead. But it cant be honestly done! 

 

April 30, 1946 Tinkering all morning while Helen went to the dentist. Mrs Donaldson worked 

on the Whitney Index for an hour or two. 

 After lunch Helen went to see Viv. Organ and talk over Henri letters. 

 
617 Nude on Roof with Cat (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1050 
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 M. Pochapin called up said a lady who saw “5th Ave Critics 1905” last year wanted to 

ask the price. I answered that today it would be 3000.00 on account of inflationary conditions. 

 Letter from Miss Agnes Sims who uses our studio in Santa Fe says she has had the 

garden put in shape paid Delgado 25.00 for removing old dead trees. He is to spray trees free to 

pick the fruit in exchange. 

 

May 1, 1946 I worked in the morning from Gladys. Helen busy with typewriting from the Henri 

early life in Nebraska as written some years ago by the dentist Dr Gatewood who handed it over 

to Dolly in Santa Fe. He was a cousin. H’s mother was Teresa Gatewood. After lunch Helen 

went marketing. Mrs Donaldson worked on the index J.S. 

 In the evening Mrs Glackens and Mrs Kraushaar and Antoinette came for dinner which 

Helen produced in very good style with a tablecloth she had in her “dowry” made in Mexico. 

Plenty of talk during dinner. Mrs Kraushaar looks well and she for years has had the task of 

ministering to John F.K. who has been a great care since his stroke of about 10 years ago. The 

K’s left early Antoinette to attend a picture auction and Mrs K. to return to her home. Mrs 

Glackens stayed for an hour. Her indignation over the fact that Glackens work in spite of his 

great individuality due to his genius, is always considered as a version of Renoir is an obsession 

with her. Her son Ira618 is “all she has left” But she keeps her self occupied working on clothing 

for France, which is much needed. 

newspaper clipping winners of Pepsi-Cola art competition “1946. Pretty Low at this Point! 

 
618 Ira Glackens (1907-1990) writer, biographer (http://www.nytimes.com/1990/11/26/obituaries/ira-
glackens-dead-biographer-of-artists-and-a-diva-was-83.html)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1990/11/26/obituaries/ira-glackens-dead-biographer-of-artists-and-a-diva-was-83.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/11/26/obituaries/ira-glackens-dead-biographer-of-artists-and-a-diva-was-83.html
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May 2, 1946 Messing with pictures in the morning. Took a walk on the roof for 1/2 hour a 

beautiful day and the garden on the front roof of the Chelsea is in good green form with a man 

straightening things up for the season. In the evening after dinner Lee Jackson came to call on us 

and he had a look at my etchings as he said he was in a prosperous condition at the moment. He 

bought four of my prints at a special price $50.00. He has a dealer who succeeds in selling many 

of his paintings of city life and his favorite subject horses at work etc. He is a gentle fellow and a 

realy[sic] good painter. I hope that sales and suggestions by his dealer wont result in 

deterioration of his work. 

 

May 3, 1946 Miss Eilo posed for me in the morning. Helen had to go to talk over the Henri 

matters with Miss Organ. She is afraid to publish the little known facts about Henris family altho 

she is supposed to be writing a biography. Dolly Sloan left some typed mss. she recovered from 

Dr Gatewood dentist which gives the facts that H. was son of J.J. Cozad a man of fine character 

but in early life a gambler specializing in “breaking the bank” at faro (H. often told me how 

when he was a boy his father would go away a few days and come back with plenty of money.) 

He had two towns named for him. One in Ohio Cozadville (? ‘and another in Nebraska “Cozad”. 

He was the leader of these small communities. In self defence[sic] killed a man, and fled with 

wife (gold coins sewed in her peticoat[sic] (H’s mother told Dolly) Robert and older son. Mr 

Cozad changed his name to Lee. The oldest son became Dr Frank Sothern. Robert became 

Robert Henri. Years went by, the indictment was quashed but they retained their names and their 

secret.  
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 After I had taken a walk on the roof X. Barile came in bearing gifts as usual 2 bottles of 

wine, cigars for me and cigarettes for Helen. He stayed to dinner with us and we had a nice 

evening with him. He is looking for a studio and also for a teaching job. 

 

May 4, 1946 Worked on the pictures again today. Helen went to the bank and shopped at Macys 

and brought back the oil leases I got years ago from E.J. Carlin in exchange for painting. We 

think that we may look into their value or possibilities. Bill Bomar came across the hall to visit 

us this afternoon. 

 

May 5, 1946 We had been invited to go to Staten Island to visit Bells but rain is falling gently 

and more showers will follow according to the Weather reports. 

 Working all day on the paintings Im trying to finish up. 

 Later in the day the Radio gives news of a collision between the Staten Island ferry boat 

and another craft only two hurt out of several hundred passengers on the ferry!619 

 Helen is busy typing some incidents concerning R. Henri found in my old diaries 1907---

-. 

 

May 6, 1946 Worked from Miss Eilo in the morning on the “Nude with Cat in Niche” puttered 

over a new treatment of the head. 

 
619 Cannot find a record of this incident. 
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 Helen was typing and Mrs Donaldson of the Whitney Mus was working on the index 

down stairs. 

 In the afternoon Helen went to see Viv Organ finds her still balking on the H. letters, 

seems to think something will be put over on her. Mrs Murphy came in in late afternoon to return 

a book. She is teaching at the A.S. League. Spoke of the interesting things done by a girl of 13, 

caricatures like Max Beerbohms620 of England. I wrote to the brother of a prisoner in 

Donemara621 who sent me a roll of canvases by his brother for my criticism. I advised more work 

from still life, drawings and better originals to copy. 

 

May 7, 1946 Helen went to Hechts New Age gallery and brought away our pictures. 

 In the evening to dinner at Harvard Club where the group administering the Shilling Fund 

Mr Stern/Stein??622, Mr Strasser, W. Pach , and Mr Valentiner and Talbot Hamlin623 new director 

of Los Angeles Museum who is a new member and was very useful and agreeable as well as well 

informed. To[sic] new “lay” members are Mr Steins son in law Mr C who seems really interested 

in the project and getting publicity another business man Mr. . A very good dinner with cocktails 

 
620 Sir Henry Maximilian Beerbohm (1872-1956) English writer, cartoonist, satirist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Beerbohm)  

621 Clinton Correctional Facility is a maximum security prison located in the Village of Dannemora in 
NY. It is often called Dannemora for this reason 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clinton_Correctional_Facility)  

622 Probably Fred Stein (1909-1967), photographer, escaped from Nazi Germany to Paris. Lived and 
worked in NYC (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Stein)  

623 ASK HEATHER BECAUSE JAMES BREASTED WAS THE LOS ANGELES MUSEUM 
DIRECTOR AT THIS TIME?? He was friends with Valentiner per 
https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/breastedj.htm  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Beerbohm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clinton_Correctional_Facility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Stein
https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/breastedj.htm
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and wine served in a private room. Names proposed Baylinson Evergood. The amount available 

this year about $1800.00. We get what we can for this amount and present the works to 

Museums. The artists are usually cooperative. The artist members will make choice of works. W. 

Pach attends to the matter. 

 

May 8, 1946 Painting all day a bit of touch up here and there. Helen went up to her mothers, 

back to make lunch. 

 Our plans in regard to sending our trunk to Santa Fe were upset as Helen found that we 

must get it packed and on its way before the transportation situation resulting from the coal strike 

gets worse. We also had to box up our paints etc. 

 

May 9, 1946 Working all day on 3 pictures. 

 In the afternoon Mrs Donaldson and Miss Ferezy624 were working with Helen. 

 Coates of the “New Yorker” called up today asked Helen if he could have my early 

diaries! This seems to look as tho he needs help! I have doubts as to his ever finishing my 

“Profile”. A young ex soldier Mr Eiler625 phoned and brought in some of his paintings for me to 

look at. His work is very strong and I told him so. I told him to let me see its further 

development. 

 
624 Unknown. 

625 Unknown. 
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 Moses Soyer, twin brother of Raphael Soyer and painter as well, brought in a Mr 

Epstein626 The Wiley Press who has a book on Drawing by Arthur Frank627 about to be 

published. He showed us drawings to illustrate it by Frank rather skilled and academic. I agreed 

to look over the mss. and let him know on Tuesday what I thought of it. 

 Helen persuaded me to lie down for 1/2 hour or so before giving me a very good dinner. 

 

May 10, 1946 Working on the “finishing touches” as usual. Manuel Komroff628 who at one time 

went to Henris school in Lincoln Arcade Bdg with Baylinson as monitor, came to lunch and to 

talk over the Henri letters publication with helen. I have not seen him for years. He has been 

writing altho he tells us that every Sunday he gets out his paints and does a still life or something 

else. 

 In the evening Pach’s came to dinner and also Bill Bomar from across the hallway. Pach 

likes the “Nude & Electric Heater” very much in fact he said he almost thought it the best of the 

lot. We went across to see Bills work afterward and Pach got his first sight of the work. Bill 

showed some recent water colors very strong and vital things. Made me realize what a splendid 

graphic medium it is and so little paraphernalia. A satisfactory evening. 

 

 
626 Unknown. 

627 Possibly the tonalist painter Arthur Frank Matthews (1860-1945)? 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Frank_Mathews)  

628 Manuel Komroff (1890-1974) playwright, editor, screenwriter, translator 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuel_Komroff)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Frank_Mathews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuel_Komroff
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May 11, 1946 Working from Gladys Eilo for the last time this season. Went on with the “Nude 

and Heater” but got rather unable to get it along much. 

 In the evening we stopped at the “Moritz”629 hotel to see the Clifford Odets and recover a 

book of Daumier repros. We had a high ball with them and they showed me some Kley’s630 

pictures for which I care little. A slight pen & wash was about the best I saw. He has a 

Modigliani-so-so- and has evidently bought a great number of the ultra modern things. Surely 

spent thousands of dollars, but they will shrivel in value as time passes or I miss my guess. “She 

studied with you for some weeks and never so much as bought a drawing of yours! Says 

Hellen[sic]. True enough. From there we went to dinner with Aline Rhonie. She has just bought 

a house at Sands Point L.I. and it sounds good. As usual she talked much of her doings but she is 

really a pretty good sort altho egocentric.  

 Today had notice that my painting Sweater Girl had passed the first jury for the Pepsi 

Cola Exhibition. 

 

May 12, 1946 Painting on “Nude & Heater”. Our friend Kay Von Minckwitz came into see us 

before lunch. She studied with me in the past. Now in social work in Philadelphia. We went with 

Dr & Mrs Farr to Ralph Abercrombie’s for dinner also present Miss Giddings Mrs A’s sister, 

daughter of Prof. Franklin Giddings631 now dead. Also a Mr Foss632 of the educational pub. co 

 
629 The Hotel St. Moritz was built in 1932 and became a Ritz-Carlton in 2002 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_St._Moritz)  

630 Possibly he means Paul Klee (1879-1940) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Klee)  

631 Franklin H. Giddings (1855-1931) professor of sociology at Columbia 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Henry_Giddings)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_St._Moritz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Klee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Henry_Giddings
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Magraw & Hill. He is a very accomplished story teller & entertainer. He gave the old stunt of the 

artist looking for his painting expanding in length as he looks higher & higher for it. An overcoat 

and hat lifting over his head give amusing illusion. His baseball pitcher chewing tobacco 2 

strikes then a hit - his chargin. He belongs to the old days when we each had some bit for 

evening entertainment. I did the soup act & telephone. 

 

May 13, 1946 Working after late rising. 

 Cecil Bell called to say goodbye and brought a book for Helen “On Architecture” by 

Frank Lloyd Wright.633 Hayes Storage collected the Nude & Chief Blanket” to be packed insured 

$1500 and shipped to Alice Sheldon father in Chicago. 

 After lunch Helen went up town to get her brothers letters and drawings for Sam Golden 

to look at. Her father is thinking of having them privately printed. Worked on the “Nude & 

Heater” during afternoon until X.J. Barile came in to bid us farewell and have dinner with us. He 

is entertaining, and so thoughtful. He talked of his childhood in Italy olive groves and some 

account of his recent winter in St Augustine, Fla. Bill Bomar came in the later evening. 

 

 
632 Martin Moore Foss (1878-?) was a founder of McGraw-Hill Book company 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1985/11/03/style/miss-foss-plans-winter-wedding-to-bank-officer.html)  

633 “Frank Lloyd Wright on Architecture: Selected Writings 1894-1940” was published in 1941 
(https://www.abebooks.com/book-search/title/frank-lloyd-wright-on-architecture-selected-writings-1894-
1940/author/gutheim-frederick-ed/)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1985/11/03/style/miss-foss-plans-winter-wedding-to-bank-officer.html
https://www.abebooks.com/book-search/title/frank-lloyd-wright-on-architecture-selected-writings-1894-1940/author/gutheim-frederick-ed/
https://www.abebooks.com/book-search/title/frank-lloyd-wright-on-architecture-selected-writings-1894-1940/author/gutheim-frederick-ed/


335 
 

May 14, 1946 Working in a rather lackadaisical way this morning. Henri[??] handed “Bruds” 

letters & drawings to S. Golden.  

 Judy Evergood came in to say goodbye and tells us that she & Philip are thinking of 

going out to Santa Fe for a while this summer. 

 Bill Bomar took us out to dinner this evening. We went to the old established restaurant 

near us on 23rd St only a few doors away Kavanaughs634 founded in 1874 three years after my 

own adventure into life. There was a great crowd and many waiting. We took a look at their new 

dining room and bar just opened next door East and communicating of course. We had a good 

dinner in the old first floor room. Many patrons well to do Irish. When we came home to the 

Chelsea we spent an hour or so with Bill looked at paintings. He has asked me to write a short 

foreward to his exhibition catalogue for next September I consented and hope I can do it well.  

 Several proofs of the photos col. Mrs Alice Sheldon took of paintings here a few weeks 

ago. They are pretty good considering the lighting etc. 

 

May 15, 1946 We had Billy Bomar to lunch and left with Purnell the cap. of bell boys of the 

Chelsea our box of panels etc to be expressed to us in Santa Fe. We also left behind the frame we 

had made for Florence McC’s painting. Decided that we could not carry it as we had thought of 

doing. 

 
634 Cavanaugh’s Restaurant (http://gothamist.com/2012/05/08/21_old_restaurants.php#photo-1)   

http://gothamist.com/2012/05/08/21_old_restaurants.php#photo-1
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 We quite leisurely caught our train to Chicago. Our reservations were on the last car of a 

very long train (2 combined on acc of coal strike). This last car was very poor riding that night 

bad roadbed added to discomfort. We slept poorly. 

 

May 16, 1946 Arrived early in morning in Chicago and as we had four hours to fill in before 

meeting The Biesels and Mae Larsen we went to the Institute and rather wearily looked over 

some of the collection. My Renganeschis635 which they own was not on view. The contemporary 

Americans represented made a poor showing. 

 We went to the Cordon Club and found our friends waiting there Mrs Mae Larsen, Fred 

and Frances B. a Mrs Brown636 whom we met at Mrs Barkers in Pojuaque last summer and a lady 

portrait painter, name? After lunch at the club we were driven by Mrs Brown in her car along the 

Lake Shore, a very beautiful and very useful boulevard, to the Biesels where Helen and I had an 

hours nap which we needed. Their Sister “Dede” who is the hard worker of the family came 

home for dinner. Frances is also very busy with the Art Exhibition of the Chi Univ. 

Rennaissance[sic] Club and is paid fairly well for it.637 After dinner a young man who is one of 

the art faculty came in to see us, name --- ? 

 
635 Renganeschi’s, Saturday Night (Art Institute of Chicago) Elzea 202 

636 Unknown. 

637 The current show was “Drawings and Prints by English Artists of the Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth 
Centuries” which ran from April 29-May 26, 1946 
(http://www.renaissancesociety.org/exhibitions/132/drawings-and-prints-by-english-artists-of-the-
eighteenth-and-early-nineteenth-centuries/)  

http://www.renaissancesociety.org/exhibitions/132/drawings-and-prints-by-english-artists-of-the-eighteenth-and-early-nineteenth-centuries/
http://www.renaissancesociety.org/exhibitions/132/drawings-and-prints-by-english-artists-of-the-eighteenth-and-early-nineteenth-centuries/
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 By taxi with Mae L. down to the AT&SF station where our train left for Santa Fe about 

11 PM. This being the final leg of the trip altho about 26 hours in length always seems easiest. 

We slept pretty well. 

 

May 17, 1946 On board the California Limited in our own private compartment and with Helen 

serving from her magic bag three nice meals and just lolling about on our bed berth all day, we 

were pretty comfortable and absolutely undisturbed. Again we were the last car on a 15 car train. 

Why this is when we have had our reservation for a month ahead we cant understand! 

 

May 18, 1946 We woke up right early we found ourselves in New Mexico and it looked 

beautiful more than that, grand in its long wide plains and snowy mountains in the distance. We 

reached Lamy about 10.30 AM and had to wait 1/2 hour or more for the bus. In Santa Fe 

Bakoses Shuster and Van Solen met us. Van S. to tell me to meet with a committee on Monday 

PM to try to form some barrier for the Art Museum to protect it from Art gifts of inferior sort. A 

good idea if it works. With Joe & Teresa B. we were taken to Emma Davis’s for dinner. Emma 

in her new home happy but fatigued by her gardening work and a very kind hostess. We rested 

during the afternoon and after dinner Emma having a social engagement she could not break left 

us and we soon went to bed in our cheerful room before 9 oclock. We slept thoroughly and 

comfortably until about seven Sunday morning. 
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May 19, 1946 After breakfast Joe & Teresa B took Emma and us out to “Sinagua” our house in 

the hills and we found it had passed a good and unrifled winter. Joe and I got out the gasoline 

pump from its hiding place and he installed it. 

 A very dry and pleasant winter had not contributed much to our water supply in the tanks 

but we have about 5000 gallons which will be enough with rain later. We took them to lunch at 

La Fonda in town and then called and got our car from Clossons garage. It looks fine altho they 

had not finished repairing the speedometer! We went home to Emmas after leaving the kind 

friendly Bakos’s. 

 

May 20, 1946 Leaving Emmas after a nice breakfast during which I put my foot (or mouth) into 

the subject of the negro in the South and elsewhere. Emmas a Virginian who paid the negros[sic] 

on her large plantation the very highest wages!  

 We drove in our own freshly furbished and lubricated Plymouth 1936 its 11th season. At 

Sinagua we had an unpleasant surprise the east tank was empty due to a bursted valve (frost had 

reached it). 

 The house was in good shape and we began to remove some things from the under back 

kitchen hiding place. 

 Joe & Teresa stopped by. 

 In the afternoon we rode in to town as I had to attend a meeting at the Art Museum. A 

committee (advisory) composed of R. Davey T Van Soelen, Gus Baumann, Raymond Johnson 

and myself with Dr Fisher of the staff took up matter and refused an awful portrait of the 
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Archbishop painted by Appletons638 (2). They had collected money from public for purpose of 

presenting it to the Art Museum without asking the Museum if they would accept it.) The App’s 

were quite huffy about the refusal which had already been decided on by the committee. 

 

May 21, 1946 In early to see about having a new valve put on the tank. At 8 oclock picked up a 

plumber at Wood, Davis’s and by [8.45 crossed out] the job was done and we drove him back to 

town - 8.45. I have undertaken to do the rest of the connecting and will have to get 2 small 

“nipples”. Put in most of the balance of the day on the work which is not easy as a strain on the 

connection with the copper pipe leading to the pump had made it loose. 

 Joe Reed called in the late afternoon and said his studio building in town was finished 

and that he had done quite a lot of painting during the winter. Anne his wife and the baby are 

visiting “folks” in Kansas. 

 

May 22, 1946 To town to attend to errands and get our battery radio which is being repaired and 

which we miss - it furnishes us with our news several times a day. To Wood Davis’s and got two 

short nipples, and a spreader for the copper pipe. Back to Sinagua after stopping in to see Joe 

Reeds new studio which is very fine and well lighted to the north. He is going along very well 

with his work some things very good indeed heads particularly he gets with living quality. 

 
638 Unknown. 
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 Back at home on the hill I crawled into the east tower after we had lunch and then bent 

and twisted my self and pipes & connections until nearly dark but thanks to Helens help on 

catching the threads on the copper connection the job seems to be done and pretty well. 

 After supper to bed exhausted. 

 

May 23, 1946 After breakfast this morning Helen and I got together a lot of old cans and bottles 

into cartons to take to the deep gulch to the east off the road and there throw them away on our 

next trip to town. 

 Helen started dusting and sweeping the house. At about 2.15PM (mountain time) we 

heard over the radio that the long threatened rail road strike639 is on (4 PM. E.S.T) and that the 

whole country will feel it in a few more hours. It is surely preposterous that these strikes are 

necessary to wring more pay from industrialists who cleaned up to the extent of scores of billions 

of dollars during the war. 

 

May 24, 1946 In to town in the morning. We stopped in to see the Conways our real estate 

agents. Talked over the plans to instal[sic] gas in the little house in the back garden, would cost 

some 300.00 but we could probably charge some added rent. 

 We stopped in to see Don Shuster working in a radio shop on Water St. Invited him to 

bring Mrs Don (Helen) to dinner at “Sinagua” this evening. 

 
639 See diary entry from April 24, 1946. 
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 We made a trip after lunch home at “Sinagua” to a chasm north of the road along side of 

Montoyas ranch where we threw in a large accumulation of bottles & cans and periodicals. 

 We rode over to see Mrs Don and repeated our invitation to dine with us. 

 Bakos’s dropped in (Helen had walked over and borrowed their Montgomery Ward 

catalogue). 

 Bakos’s & Shusters to dinner and we spent a pleasant evening. Mrs Don (Helen) has been 

for 2 or 3 years a nurse in the Pacific area. Don was in Western Europe, Germany and gave us 

some interesting accounts of the later period of the victory. 

 The Railway strike is on. The President spoke on the radio. Called it a strike against 

government all blame seems to be placed on the strikers. I think the operators are most to blame. 

They made billions in the war. The workers were not paid in proportion to their services. 

 

May 25, 1946 To town in the car and saw Conway who has made an appointment with the Gas 

Co to go to 314 Garcia house to estimate on gas for the rear house & studio. 

 Then went to get ice and groceries. 

 A letter from the Pepsi Cola Ex Regional Jury says that Helens picture of the blond in the 

subway has passed that Jury! Thats fine now we shall see if one or both of us gets into the Ex. 

 The President went before congress this PM. and asked for legislation on strikes. The 

Railway Strike was called off today. I hope that some good for the workmen may come out of 
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this demonstration either by granting demands or by laws against labor so drastic as to cause a 

general political uprising against the Industrial overlords. 

 

May 26, 1946 Cloudy most of the day. Hopes of rain fill our minds no rain for weeks and our 

East tank empty. Helen did our wash today. I worked spasmodically on trying to get an emulsion 

for tempera painting into good working shape. 

 At night we listened in bed to Alf. Morangs Artists Hour on KVSF. Santa Fe radio. He 

really makes it better in quality than any New York Radio Stations attempts at public interest in 

Art. 

 

May 27, 1946 Very clear this morning and very windy as it has been much of last week --- But! -

-- as the morning went on the wind arose to great intensity. The air is filled with dust obscuring 

our view of the mountains to South East & West to the north the Rio Grande valley is a mass of 

dust reaching high in the sky. Large clouds break over our hill allowing occasional shafts of 

sunlight to come through. Wind S.E. The Wind Storm kept up until about 6 oclock. The wo rst 

Ive ever seen out here. 

 Finding that we are losing water by leakage I spent the afternoon looking for the leak. 

Crawled under the East end of the house. Searched the pipes at all points of access. At last after 

turning the water supply out of the house I found the leak to be -- to the ball stopper in the toilet 

tank missing its proper seating. Adjusted this and all seems to be right. This trouble and the labor 
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it gave me kept me from feeling the depression that come with a whole day of driving wind and 

sand and dust. 

 

May 28, 1946 A complete change of wind and weather to day. Clear blue sky with a few little 

fleecy clouds in the distance followed later in the day by a sky full of cumulus clouds and a wind 

from S.W. but not too strong. A very pleasant day. We went to town and with Mrs Conway and a 

man from the Gas Co. we looked over the proposed gas supplying to the little house in the rear of 

314 Garcia. We contracted to have the Gas Co put in pipes and 3 heaters and hot water boiler. 

We think it will cost nearly $500. with all installations. We ordered a gas stove and washing tubs 

from Montgomery Ward along with many other items Helen needs! 

 Did a touch of soldering on copper pipe connection after lunch at home at Sinagua. 

 We met Bill Davey car to eat in town and he says Florence is not well. Cy McCormick is 

in hospital in Albuquerque. 

 Decided to send little girl of New Mexico (or Santa Fe) to the Exhibition of the Honorary 

Art Fraternity Delta Phi Delta of N.M. University640 and so notified them. 

 

May 29, 1946 Working on a new batch of tempera emulsion for some hours today - going back 

to the casein formula as we have no way of getting rabbit skin glue for the old Italian glue flax 

seed emulsion used for the past years. 

 
640 This show ran from June 27 to July 4, 1946. See Elzea 2, p. 482 
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 This afternoon I thought I heard a series of toots on an automobile horn somewhere to the 

South west of our house on the hill. Thinking that a car was in trouble Helen and I walked to the 

south west down the hill as far as the gate on the back road. We saw and heard no signs of a car 

and walked back home. I fear that I have been fooled by a series of brays or trumpetings by a 

“boro” in the fields to the S.W. Joe & Teresa dropped in late in the afternoon. They are preparing 

to move into their house on the hill west of us. It will be pleasant to have them as neighbors with 

Don & Helen Shuster a mile farther west. 

 

May 30, 1946 We took our first sun bath of the season this morning near the East wall of the 

house where we were out of the quite cold wind. 

 After lunch I started a small portrait head and shoulders of myself, with pipe in mouth, of 

course. The new casein tempera emulsion seems to be quite satisfactory. I painted in our 

bathroom as we have no other mirror. Joe & Teresa came by late afternoon. They are now going 

to their homestead house to live for the rest of the summer at least. The Ramon Shivas of 

Chicago have just come to occupy their house in which Bakos’s have been living for more than a 

year. This gave the B’s the opportunity to rent both of their houses on the Camino Monte Sol. 

 

May 31, 1946 A very pleasant clear and sunshiny day. No rain in sight and this country needs 

rain very much. “Sinagua” is well named this year. 



345 
 

 We went to town for supplies and ice. A check of $1000.00 from Mrs Alice Bradley 

Sheldon was in our mail completing her payments for paintings & etchings. This will justify our 

gas improvements on the rear house at 314 Garcia St. 

 Miss Kraushaar writes to say that the Cleveland Museum has about decided to purchase 

“The Rathskeller”641 one of my very first paintings done in Philadelphia while I was still drawing 

for “The Press”. The directors seem hereby to be gambling on the prime importance of my early 

city life pictures. I wonder if they are right! 

 *Helen happened to be looking West toward the Jemes Mts. and Los Alamos and saw a 

large mushrooming mass of smoke. She called my attention and while we were both wondering 

if we had not heard the explosion, a loud reverberation shaking the ground reached our ears, a 

strange experience, demonstrating the relative slowness of sound waves! 

 I worked again on tempera underpainting my own portrait642 bought a small mirror in 

town. 

 

June 1, 1946 Worked a little on the self portrait but took several hours off to try to stop a rather 

fast drip in the faucets in the kitchen. Water is so precious with us. We have 1/2 of the 3700 gal. 

tank and it must suffice until a good rain comes our way. 

 Helen has now started a small self portrait and her greater facility with the tempera 

underpainting stands her in good stead. 

 
641 The Rathskeller (Cleveland Museum) Elzea 41 

642 Probably Self-Portrait (Pipe and Brown Jacket) (Delaware Art Museum, 1986-99) Elzea 1176 
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 A very young raven came to our pump house roof to regale him self with a drink of 

water. His short soft attempts to croak drew our attention as he walked round the house. 

 Joe & Teresa dropped in. 

 

June 2, 1946 Another quiet clear day no sign of showers, alas. I painted the glazing of the self 

portrait. Joe & Teresa came in for a few minutes. Helens started a little landscape looking west 

pinons and sky the problems. 

 We took a walk toward evening. 

 

June 3, 1946 Right after breakfast I got at the J.S. portrait. It looked so badly to me when I got a 

fresh look at it today that I attacked it violently and now I think it is much better altho not very 

satisfactory as a real likeness. 

 Helen did her washing and went out and went on with the landscape she started 

yesterday. Hot in the sun cool in the shade and within doors as usual. But dry very dry and the 

distances are obscured a good deal by smoke from forest fires. 

 

June 4, 1946 To town for ice and supplies of food. Found a card at the P.O. from Dr Fisher of 

the Museum asking me to see him in regard to a meeting of the Art Committee. Saw him and 
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found he had a letter from Malcolm Lloyd643 of Phila. stating that he would pay 500.00 toward 

the Museums acquisition of Paintings by Agnes Sims. We will meet tomorrow. 

 I made a frame today for my self portrait had some moulding on hand and after a struggle 

succeeded in getting it satisfactory. 

 In the evening Joe & Teresa with their guests John Thompsons644 widow and his brother 

William T645. a pleasant evenings talk. 

 

June 5, 1946 Gilded and toned the little frame 12x16 for the portrait and it looks quite well. 

Helen is working on preparing panels to paint on. Some of Beaver board and some of 3 ply wood 

shellaced to be covered with muslin, and gesso surfaced. 

 After lunch and a nap for me we went to town. I to the museum and Dr Fisher’s 

committee. We saw about a dozon[sic] of Miss Sims pictures in tempera and colored inks. They 

are imaginative concepts of the Indian religious “magic” and things like the photographs and 

Chaco canyon I like her work & hope that the colored inks are quite permanent. We decided to 

apply the 500.00 to getting a group of them 7 or 8 (her prices are moderate) for the Ethnological 

dept. rather than for the Museums Art collection. 

 Helen did some errands and waited for me in the portale of the old palace. 

 
643 Unsure of who this is 

644 A Malcolm Lloyd is mentioned as a Princeton graudate and donor of several artifacts on the Princeton 
Museum’s websie. 

645 Unknown. 
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 As we were leaving for town Ira Moskowitz646 and his wife an little girl came in their car. 

We gave them a few minutes look at the house. He bought a copy of “Gist of Art” which he says 

he has been reading (from the public library). 

 Santa Fe fire warden came in car looking for his horse which had strayed away. We 

suggested looking in pasture below. He came by later saying he had found it at Thomas’s ranch 

to north of us. 

 

June 6, 1946 Helen worked on preparing several panels. After lunch she posed for me nude 

sitting before the mirror which I made a stand for so that it can be moved about the studio. I 

started a drawing on a panel but did not feel energetic enough to go on today. The weather for 

about 3 o[r] 4 days has been quite hot. We are today hoping for a rain. We watched heavy 

showers breaking to the west of us also to north and east but not a drop fell on our hill nor 

Shusters nor Joe Bakos’s. 

 

June 7, 1946 We got up at 6 oclock this morning, an hour earlier than usual. We intend going to 

town to see if we can get the speedometer of the car put into working shape. We got to town 8.30 

but “John” at the garage said he couldn’t get at the speedom. We went to the Photo shop and our 

films taken the other day were ready. The portrait of Helen not good but 7 of me were quite 

good. I went to Dr Fisher at the Museum and handed them over to him for his files on artists. We 

had Dr E. L. Hewett the head of the Museum come in to talk with us in regard to a plan of mine 

 
646 Ira Moskowitz (1912-2001) Polish-American painter and printmaker 
(http://rogallery.com/Moskowitz_Ira/moskowitz-biography.html)  

http://rogallery.com/Moskowitz_Ira/moskowitz-biography.html
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to send a small ex. of Miss Sims pictures of the Indian religious characters Indian drawing in 

stone etc - to be sent by the museum to many of the Pueblos in the hope that this imaginative 

approach to the picturing of the ceremonies costumes magic medicine in these picture night 

incite some of the native Indian artists to drop the routine stylized and posterish manners in 

which they are now working and do some imaginative work. Dr Hewett was very favorable to 

the idea and Dr Reginald Fisher is very enthusiastic. 

 After getting ice and other supplies and when Helen found the things she had ordered 

from Montg.y Ward (apart from the gas stove & tub for 314 Garcia) we returned to “Sinagua” 

where she posed for me again as “Nude at dressing table”. Not much result. She treated us to a 

big fat book of all the knowledge there is - “The Columbia Encyclopedia”647 it will be a great 

comfort on occasion. Weight - 9-1/4 pounds! 

 

June 8, 1946 Helen took time out in her work making & coating panels to pose again for an 

hour. Not much progress in any work on the figure before mirror. 

 In the afternoon Ira Moskowitz with his wife and little girl drove out to visit us bearing a 

large chocolate cake made by “Anna”. I liked looking at a number of his lithographs of Indian 

life and ceremonies made during the past two years. He is a very pleasant happy sort talks a great 

 
647 The Columbia Encyclopedia was first published in 1935 and is now in its sixth edition 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia_Encyclopedia)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia_Encyclopedia
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deal but is interested in his work and tells us of a book of the Indian subjects to be published by 

Dutton & Co648. 

 After dinner Will & Selma & John Adam Shuster with Don S. and his Helen came in to 

see us. They told of their amusing troubles with a trailer in their trip to Montana but they (Will 

Selma & Johnnie) had a very scenic experience and look well. Don is having water scarcity 

trouble out on his hill. He bought a water tank trailer a week or so ago and brought 250 gals. 

from town but the chassis broke down on the return trip & the tank is now beside the road. He 

hopes to have repairs made soon and to be independent of his rain cistern. It seems more like 

S.F. to have Shuster back. 

 

June 9, 1946 Painted a little on the Mirror picture in the morning. In the afternoon a light very 

light shower for about 1-1/2 min. speckled the gravel but it was good to see. 

 Joe & Teresa stopped a few minutes and later came by with Bill Thompson and Mrs John 

T. We are thinking that this would be a sensible match. He is very like John T. and she is lively 

and attractive. 

 

June 10, 1946 Overcast sky this morning but we can hardly have hopes of rain. 

 Helen posed for my painting for an hour. I think it is ready as far as the tempera 

underpainting is concerned. 
 

648 Moskowitz’s book, Patterns and Ceremonials of the Indians of the Southwest, was published by 
Dutton & Co. in 1949. Sloan wrote the introduction. (https://www.abebooks.com/signed-first-
edition/Patterns-Ceremonials-Indians-Southwest-Moskowitz-Ira/20141907225/bd)  

https://www.abebooks.com/signed-first-edition/Patterns-Ceremonials-Indians-Southwest-Moskowitz-Ira/20141907225/bd
https://www.abebooks.com/signed-first-edition/Patterns-Ceremonials-Indians-Southwest-Moskowitz-Ira/20141907225/bd
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June 11, 1946 Early up to go to town and have the speedometer fixed on the car - which 

developed a puncture as we backed out of the garage. We put on the spare tire af[t]er a 20 minute 

struggle and went to Clossons where they said it would take 3 hours. We met Will Shuster and 

went to his house to see the trailer in which or with which they just finished their trip to 

Montana. We rode back to Clossons with Selma S. Waited a while why(wd?) the last work on 

the car was done. 

 Then to the Batrite store and out to the Ice Co where they would only sell us 27 pounds! 

The weather is so warm that the ice is getting scarce. 

 Back to Sinagua where Helen made lunch and straightened up the house. I took a nap. 

The McNultys (Bill and Agnes Tait) drove up with Berkeley Tobey649 and his wife from 

California. (He was a business manager of the old “Masses” in Greenwich Village in 1914 or 

thereabouts. He is on his way East to spend the summer. 

 Toward evening the sky filled with what looked like rain clouds but not a drop for our 

neighborhood. 

 

June 12, 1946 In the evening rather late Will Shuster drove up. He had been to Joe Bakos’s with 

a message for Mrs Thompson relayed by phone from Denver. Her brother seriously ill in Texas. 

Shus stopped with us for about an hour. 

 
649 Berkeley Tobey (1881-1962), business manager of The Masses, reporter for the New Republic 
(http://www.haworthnj.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B234B8511-9395-4018-BB82-
21EA8D2FCFFC%7D&DE=%7B671AC96B-8F6A-4114-B45E-CB81ED03F596%7D)  

http://www.haworthnj.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B234B8511-9395-4018-BB82-21EA8D2FCFFC%7D&DE=%7B671AC96B-8F6A-4114-B45E-CB81ED03F596%7D
http://www.haworthnj.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B234B8511-9395-4018-BB82-21EA8D2FCFFC%7D&DE=%7B671AC96B-8F6A-4114-B45E-CB81ED03F596%7D
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 News he gave us of Mariam Davis having asked young Don Shuster & his bride to keep 

her daughter Joan for a couple of months this summer while she Mariam goes to California. 

Outrageous request. We hope Don and wife are not so foolish as to consent. 

 

June 13, 1946 We drove to town and met Heléne Ruthling who asked us to visit them Sunday 

afternoon. We agreed. She then went out to the Ice co depot with her car and introduced us to a 

very good place to get vegetables. Name of prop Sergio very nice fresh vegs. kept on ice and 

nearly 1/2 in price. 

 Back to “Sinagua” where Helen made lunch. We lay down for a siesta and then I started 

to work on the Helen at mirror picture. Joe Reed and Anna and baby Patricia came in and 

selected an etching for a wedding present for her brother David. 

 After they left Helen and I took a walk on the ridge road and met Joe Bakos with Ramon 

Shiva and his wife on their way to Bakos’s house. 

 

June 14, 1946 We took sun baths this morning. As I in my birthday suit was fixing some dainties 

for the chipmunks outside our dining window a man came round the corner of the house said 

good morning and asked the way to Shusters. I told him and there was no comment on my 

costume. 

 We painted. I on Helen & the mirror. She on a self portrait that she has started. 
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 In the afternoon I made a frame 16x20 to fit the “Ranch Toilette650“ as may be the name 

of my new picture. 

 The sky all around us seemed to promise a rain this afternoon but we only got 3 or 4 

drops! just as Mrs Thompson Teresa & Joe Bakos drove up. Mrs T. is saying goodbye as she 

leaves for Denver her home, tomorrow. 

 We were invited to Joe Reeds tonight but we dont feel up to the night trip. So we stay 

quietly at home. Helen is a marvelous girl that way. She never seems to want to be “on the go”. 

 

June 15, 1946 Painting on the Nude at Mirror Ranch Toilette which is coming on quite well. 

 In the afternoon we drove to town to post a check for instalment[sic] of Income Tax. 

 We also got another piece of ice. 

 

June 16 1946 In the afternoon we went to the opening of an Ex. at the Art Museum. Joe Bakos 

has a group mostly water colors very good with his usual sence[sic] of light given by 

significance of white areas. J. Young Hunter651 an old time portrait painter who studied with 

Sargent and paints mostly portraits had a competently dull collection. Pastels by H. Nauman652 

 
650 Nude at Dressing Table (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1177 

651 John Young-Hunter (1874-1955), Scotland-born painter active in New Mexico 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/John_YoungHunter/5255/John_YoungHunter.aspx)  

652 Unknown. 

http://www.askart.com/artist/John_YoungHunter/5255/John_YoungHunter.aspx
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were not of much interest. Quite a number of people chatted to an extent that filled the room 

drank tea and a mild punch but few of them looked at the pictures “A Thirst for Art!” 

 We left after less than an hour and drove to Tesuque to visit Heléne Ruthlings “Rancho 

Arroyo”. Her father Mr Maurer is a heavy German with skin burnt mahogany by the sun. We had 

an omelette and a glass of home brewed beer. Her twin boys are nice young lads and her 

daughter Theodore is fourteen and a blooming young woman. 

 

June 17, 1946 This afternoon we had heavy clouds a great wind and a few minutes of rain 

enough to wet the ground surface only but for this we feel thankful perhaps the drought is broke - 

perhaps not! 

 Helen dressed herself in red with earrings necklace flowers on the dress and an especial 

hair do and thereby tempted me into starting a half length portrait653 leaning with one arm on a 

mantel shelf with a mirror above it. I like the problem of a reflected image to contrast with the 

realization I attempt to get in the living figure. 

 As well talk against the hoop skirt movement in 1860 as try to stop the modern 

movement in art. 

 

June 18, 1946 Drove to town to shop and go over allowance of ice. We are rationed to 37 

pounds. 

 
653 Helen in Red (Hood Museum, Dartmouth College), Elzea 1178 
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 Met Ira Moscowitz who had been to Santa Clara Dance and said it was very good. 

 Painted in the afternoon on Helen in red leaning on the mantel piece. 

 Helen went over all the floors with a new little sponge mop with a rinsing rack for 

bucket. She finds it very quick. She has one on N.Y. 

 In the evening Don Shuster dropped by to tell us that we are to meet Mr. Tom Thomas to 

talk over the matter of getting electric current and light something about cost of crossing his 

property with the service poles. Bakos Shuster and I are the interested parties. 

 

June 19, 1946 After breakfast I worked on the Helen in red dress. 

 After lunch I rested for 1/2 hour. 

 Helen painted on a self portrait she had started last week. 

 

June 20, 1946 A rather full day. We went to town in the morning and went to see Dr Egenhofer 

on the subject of my eyes. He gave me some tests and said that they were doing well no change 

of prisms needed. We also went to have lunch with Ira Moskowitz at his little adobe house on 

Canñon Road. A good lunch. Tey had also asked Alfred Morang who asked us to talk on his 

“Artists Hour” on the local radio. I agreed for Sunday night next. Ira showed me a collection of 

his early drawings in pen and pencil landscapes done with living detail. To me many of them 

seemed master pieces. He was not over 20 years old. He has gone on to more emotional work 
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with more colors and texture in his lithographs. His wife showed some water colors done in 

Mexico. 

 Worked on portrait of Helen in red. 

 Bakos’s had us to dine with them at their house on the neighboring hill in the evening. 

With the new arrangements and painting their place is very comfortable and homelike. 

 

June 21, 1946 This morning we got to town by 10 oclock and after going to P.O. we drove out to 

get ice but were faced by a sign not open till 1 o’clock so we drove home to “Sin agua” and 

Helen made a nice lunch after which we went back and got into the lineup for Ice limited to 25 

pounds. We each got a piece but we had given up most of six hours to the task. 

 After dinner in the evening Shuster and Bakos and Don S. and I went down the valley to 

the north of us and visited Tom Thomas leaving Helen to entertain young Helen Dons wife 

Teresa and wait our return. Thomas was very friendly and after some drinks we found out the 

long story of his getting right of way for telephone poles. We chatted with him for 3 hours. He 

asks and we consent to pay $100.00 to reimburse him for his expense on right of way, of course 

understanding that the telephone co will extend service to our three places. We have now to 

arrange to have the electric wiring done for us by the Power Co. We left after 12 oclock came 

back to “Sinagua” told our story to the girls and after a while dispersed. They to Shuster & 

Bakos hill tops and we to bed at 1.45 AM. Very late for us these days. 
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June 22, 1946 In spite of late retiring last night we could not sleep this morning after the sun 

shone steadily in our East bedroom window so that we got up before 7 oclock. We took a sun 

bath after breakfast. Showers seem to threaten in the afternoon but all that developed was a very 

heavy wind and much dust in the air with a few almost countable rain drops. The water in our 

West tank less than 1500 gals. The East tank is empty and yearning for a heavy rain. We are very 

careful not to waste any but we do spare enough for a couple of Shower baths now and then. 

Helen washed and ironed today. I have done no work, took a nap in the PM. 

 

June 23, 1946 The beautiful but terribly dry weather continues. Heavy rain to the North East this 

afternoon. Don Shuster and his Helen called about 4 this afternoon. I was working on a small 

panel 3 nudes from sketchbook data. We had invited Joe & Teresa to dinner with us. They came 

about 6.30 after which we sat around talking until about 9.30. When we started to town in Joes 

car drove to A. Morangs place where we picked him and Hester Jones654 of the Art Mus. staff 

and went out to the KVSF Radio station, a rather stuffy place with teletype machines clicking out 

the news of the world. Morang Miss Jones and self sat at a small table with microphone. At 

10.30 after the announcer had put in his introduction from another room Morang asked me a few 

leading questions. He is amusing like a conscious??? actor in a Latin quarter art drama. I did 

quite well I am told by Helen & Bakos & Teresa. Got in a good word for the open door policy of 

the Museum. The Eight (being no organization) Abstract art, “The American Scene” etc. We 

came back to Sinagua with Joe. When Helen poured a glass of sherry we went over the evening, 

and then “goodnight”. 

 
654 Hester Jones was the curator of the museum at this time. Cannot find dates. 
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June 24 1946 Working on the little panel of 3 nudes from my sketch book. The tempera 

underpainting I isolated as usual with gelatin and started on the color glazes. 

 We took our sunbath in the morning. Helen made a sketch outside in the afternoon. In the 

evening by invitation we rode in the car over to Don Shusters a mile west where we had dinner 

preceded by a bottle of champagne. This in honor of his leaving his partnership in the radio shop 

in town. He intends starting a place of his own. Helen his wife is taking a job also as office nurse 

for a doctor. 

 After dinner another Helen arrived (Dons mother Will S. first wife). She brought the 

young lady Lavina655 who posed for our class in winter of ‘43 out here during my convalescence. 

Her husband an Albuquerque lawyer also along with Helen Shuster. We had a pleasant evening 

of light chat some accordion music and I did some of my old amateur acts, the same things I 

have done as parlor stunts for more than 50 years. 

 

June 25, 1946 Rose rather late and as we had to get ice today the morning was lost for work. We 

went to town about 11.30 and after our shopping we stood in line more than 1/2 hour to get our 

two small pieces of ice. We got home toward 2 P.M. Helen made a nice lunch as usual and as 

Emma Davis and her nephew Bill are coming for dinner there seems to be nothing to do until 

that time. 

 

 
655 Not Lavina Smyth Phillips. 
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June 26, 1946 Worked on the little panel again today. Showers threatened in the afternoon but 

we only got a few drops. This is a real drought, altho to be sure we seldom have any considerable 

rains before July. 

 

June 27, 1946 Working on “Three nudes” which goes slowly as I never intended. 

 We went to town to get a jar of Tobacco as my supply is about out. 

 Alice Sims with Mrs Lois Field our caretaker and our tenant at 314 Garcia St. They 

brought two bookcases and two or three hundred books which were stored in the Studio now 

occupied by Miss Sims artist & caretaker who has the studio for her caretaking. 

 We had asked them to dinner. They left early and Joe Reed & Ann drove up. They had 

been fishing and swimming at Santa Clara lake. 

 The Exhibition of Paintings Etchings & Drawings at Dartmouth College656 is open. They 

sent me a catalogue today. It is well printed and a very good looking pamphlet but it contains a 

very unsatisfactory half tone of a photograph of Jean Dubinsky portrait. It is a terrible libel on 

the painting. 

 

June 28, 1946 We went to town and I had a visit with Dr Travers who looked at my remaining 

sourvenir[sic] of the operation of July 1943. Travis really saved my life but the two chemical 

 
656 “John Sloan: Paintings, Prints” ran from June 1 to August 1 1946. See Elzea 2, p.481 
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burns on my two legs from injections one lasted a year before healing the other has lasted two 

years longer. 

 We then went to the Ice Co. and stood in line for more than half an hour, finally we got 

our bits of ice. Shopped for food and came home. 

 Worked on the Three Nudes small panel657. The two bookcases filled with books are 

installed in our large bedroom at “Sinagua” and they look quite cultural. 

 The congress at this last moment has passed a new Price Control act which will mean no 

control at all! The O.P.A. so effective in preventing runaway inflation during the war expires 

Sunday night. I hope that Pres. Truman will veto it. 

 

June 29, 1946 Helen cleaned the house did her washing and ironing today. 

 We took a sunbath in the afternoon and then made our weekly ablutions using the shower 

bath and conserving our supply of precious water. We are extremely careful in use of our water. 

We have about 1400 galons[sic] left and there seems no sign of rain. Santa Fe is on short rations. 

 President Truman has vetoed the alleged Price Control658 bill today and he talked very 

sensibly & seriously to the people this evening as congress did nothing today and adjourned until 

Monday so that we will start next week without price control. If nothing is done by our 

 
657 Possibly Three Bathers (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 1179 

658 Truman vetoed a bill that he felt only gave the illusion of controlling prices for goods like steel and 
meat. (http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=12437)  

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=12437
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misrepresentatives in the Congress we are on the threshhold of a terrible inflationary period and 

then a smash. 

 The Atomic Bomb is to be tested at Bikini in the Pacific tomorrow?! 

 

June 30, 1946 A day of unusual interest. I worked off and on on “Three Nudes” panel and at 5 

oclock we expected Shuster to come and drive us to Pojuaque and McCormicks. We waited until 

6 oclock when as late as usual he arrived with Selma and Philip & Judy Evergood who had just 

arrived touring from New York and who are going to rent Shusters little “guest house”. 

 We were delighted to see the Evergoods. We now all got into Shusters car and went to 

McCormicks. We arrived quite late. I think that Selma S. thinks it lends distinction to do so. I 

was a little embar[r]assed altho I expected it. A small number of people were there. Mr 

Wooley659 who has a house in the Valley was very agreeable. He new[sic] Gari Melchers660 and 

Rolshoven661 too when boys together in Detroit. He is 83 yrs old looks well has been millionaire 

president of American Radiator Co. and has seen the world has fine easy manners. Roark 

Bradford662 and his voluble wife LeRoy Manuel663 Billy Davey with his fourth wife a Russian 

girl speaking French only, and not quite happy here. An art teacher, friend of Jennie Slaughter664 

 
659 Unknown. 

660 Gari Melchers (1860-1932) naturalist painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gari_Melchers)  

661 Julius Rosholven (1855-1930) painter, lived in Detroit, Florence, Santa Fe 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_Rolshoven)  

662 Unknown. 

663 Unknown. 

664 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gari_Melchers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_Rolshoven
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who studied with me at the League (I painted 2 pictures of her). Four or five others names Ive 

forgotten, as usual. Drinks and a nice buffet supper. Big Cyrus McC does not look ill as he did 

last year but his case is said to be hopeless - encephalitis. Shuster drove home to “Sinagua” and 

Joe & Teresa stopped in. 

 The Atomic Bomb was tried on a fleet of vessels at Bikini atol[sic] in the Pacific today.665 

 

July 1, 1946 Clouds thickening in the afternoon give us hope that we might get rain. The 

Mountains to the East and the town of Santa Fe seemed to get a fairly good shower but we on the 

hill got only a few drops. 

 Don and his wife Helen stopped on their way home to the west. She has started working 

in doctors office as nurse. S was a nurse in the Pacific war. 

 

July 2, 1946 We went to town, at the P.O. we received a letter from my sister Marianna. She has 

moved her old book shop and says its better than the old place. 

 At the ice factory we were faced by a sign saying that ice could only be had Wednesday 

& Friday. So we took a chance and asked Sergio the vegetable & fruit dealer near by and he gave 

us a couple of pieces. It wasnt much ice but it was a great favor on his part. I bent a rear mud 

guard in going between two big parked trucks! 

 
665 Operation Crossroads was conducted July 1 and July 25, 1946 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Crossroads)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Crossroads
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 Back to our “Sinagua” we found stray horses strolling around the place. They are a 

nuisance, belong to our distant neighbor Dave Steel and are desperately in need of water. 

 I painted on the little panel its nearly finished I think. Helen worked on another self 

portrait in addition to making three good meals as usual. 

 I directed a good looking car that drove up and asked the way to San Francisco St road on 

their way to what was the Jap. detention Camp666. 

 The water shortage in Santa Fe is so great that they have announced emergency 

regulations of its use. 

 With an appearance of rain in the sky and heavy clouds Don Shuster and Helen drove up 

late in the afternoon. He expects to get a job out at Los Alamos before long at some scientific 

work. 

 

July 3, 1946 As the callers inquiring for Jap. Camp had run their car over some of my trenches 

along the driveway I put in a couple of hours with hoe all around the place - good exercise in the 

sun with few clothes on. 

 Painted on the little panel of 3 nudes. Joe & Teresa Bakos came in late in the afternoon 

and he made one or two good suggestions. We go to bed early usually by ten oclock so that we 

can get up and enjoy the cool of the mornings. 

 No rain again today but some heavy rains in sight from our hilltop. 

 
666 Santa Fe Internment Camp (http://njahs.org/confinementsites/santa-fe-internment-camp/)  

http://njahs.org/confinementsites/santa-fe-internment-camp/
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July 4, 1946 Did some further work with the combination hoe digger and rake on trenches. Of 

course we have had no rain so far, but rain is expected in July and yesterday Santa Fe had a good 

heavy shower Tuesday[sic]. We had a few drops in the afternoon. 

 Will Shuster came in in the afternoon and he has a plan for us to go with him and his 

young step daughter Linda in the trailer or rather with the trailer up to Marino Valley about 55 

miles north above Taos to spend a week with the comforts of the trailer and make some sketches. 

The idea seems a good one and we agreed setting the date for next Wednesday. Helens brother 

Hollon Farr is expected to arrive in San Francisco on Monday but she thinks he is not likely to 

come to see us. We would not like to miss him by being away. 

 

July 5, 1946 Painting on the little panel 3 nudes in the early morning. We went to town and had 

a pleasant visit with Ramon Shiva and wife who are now in their little house off Camino Monte 

Sol. He is interesting in his views on art a little conservative but has lots of knowledge on 

materials and on tempera technique. Leaving there we went to join the line of anxious ice 

customers at 12.30 we stood in the line up until 1 oclock and obtained our 2 small pieces. After 

shopping for supplies we drove back to “Sin agua”. The skies are cloudy and we see heavy rains 

to the north. 

 In the afternoon a good RAIN* came our way and we listened happily to the heavy patter 

on the roof and the water pouring into our tank. We think we must have collected about 250 

gallons in the two tanks, east and west. 
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 The evening was beautiful with great cumulus clouds in all directions and the sun went 

down in an orange streak between massive dark clouds and the silhouetted mountains. 

 Prices are soaring on foods with the chance of the Price control. There is misery here and 

ahead for the poor and the artists generally are in that class. We met Philip Evergood in town. 

 

July 6, 1946 We both worked all day on our paintings. The weather seemed to promise more 

rain but none reached us. Very beautiful and dramatic clouds all day and a terrific sunset. 

 

July 7, 1946 Painting on the little panel of three nudes. While Helen went over the house 

brushing up in preparation for our party this evening. Rain clouds all around us but no rain for 

“Sin agua”. 

 Florence McCormick arrived early with a French woman who is now housekeeper for 

her. When Cyrus arrived at 6.30 the French woman returned in the truck to Nambe. At about 7 

oclock or later Shuster and the Evergoods arrived. Then Bill Davey and his Russian bride 

arrived. We had drinks at each arrival so that every thing was going well by the time Helen 

served us a very nice buffet supper. Spaghetti with a delicious sauce salad etc. 

 Talk went on at a lively rate and Phil. Evergood was full of his dynamic energy. Politics 

and Art were the chief subjects. Those who were able to talk in French were trying it on Mrs 

Billy Davey. All left by 12.30. A successful affair we think. 
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July 8, 1946 After breakfast and as Helen was getting rid of the traces of last nights party we had 

a short visit from Randall Davey who has be out here so seldom that he didnt know the road 

around the house. He talked with his usual success at entertainment. He asked us to come up the 

S.F. canyon to see him Friday afternoon. He is going to ask the Evergoods and others. He left 

and we hurried to town to join the “ice line” stood in line for 1/2 hour and got our morsels. To 

the post office where I received a small lot of cigars and smoking tobacco from X Barile in New 

York. He is always remembering his old art teacher. 

 

July 9, 1946 A warm day with no promise of rain. We took our sun baths in the morning and 

Helen did her washing and ironing sparing some between time to pose for me as I took up the 

tempera underpainting on her portrait in red evening dress. 

 Joe & Teresa Bakos stopped to say that they are on their way to Chama for 3 or 4 days. 

Joe is to paint a decorative panel up there, A spanish dance. I hope he has luck with the figures 

he is chiefly a landscape man. Don & his Helen stopped later (we were just going to bed) to tell 

us that W Shuster had been phoned by Telegraph Co that Helen (Sloans) telegram to her brother 

on arrival had not been delivered as hotel had not come in.[???] 

 Read in Pop. Science M667. that pictures are given a final *Varnish & Polyvinylacitate 

Permanently colorless. 

 

 
667 Hartley E. Howe, “Old Masters,” Popular Science, Vol. 148, No. 6, July 1946, pp. 111-13 
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July 10, 1946 Worked on my Helen Portrait this morning she posed in the red evening dress 

(died[sic] night gown). After working again in the afternoon we decided to go to town and the 

post office in case there may be some news from Helen’s brother Hollon Farr who is due on the 

Pacific Coast any day now. We found that there was no notice from the telegraph co. On our way 

back we saw a shower cloud which had visited “Sinagua” in our absence. 

 Beautiful moonlight night. We took a walk 3 times around the drive way. 

 

July 11, 1946 Before and after breakfast I took the air and sun upon my bare and scarred body 

the air is delightful like the touch of filmy silk. Helen went out sketching and brought about a 

slight shower thereby! I worked and she posed for the Red evening gown portrait. 

 Beware the cops! 

 While a swain and his sweetheart were strollling late 

 Near a road he remarked Oh my dear Kate 

 As we both have the urge  

 Our emotions to purge 

 Lets withdraw to yon copse, there to copulate 

  

July 12, 1946 After breakfast which by the way takes about an hour or more of our time. This is 

occasioned by our interest in the chipmunk circus outside our window. These little lively 
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comedians put on a great entertainment over the food we set for them. We drove to town and got 

our pieces of ice waiting in line as usual. I painted on the Helen in Red portrait. 

 At 4.30 in afternoon we went to town and east up the Canyon 3 miles to R. Davey’s. The 

house which he bought in 1919 and remodelled was once an old mill. I was with him when he 

first got it. Lower walls 4 ft thick. He has done wonders with the grounds around it. A 

picturesque a beautiful home west of the reservoir lake. Shusters and Evergoods Bill Davey & 

wife a Mr Ruckaway668 and wife (A amateur modernist, I guess). Nice drinks and chat back to 

Camino Monte Sol with Shusters who took us to a very good dinner at “La Fonda”. S. ordered in 

advance direct from “Conrad” the Chef. Enjoyed the dinner then back to Shusters where Joe 

Reed & Mrs with his Kansas girl cousin came in. Remarkable attractive large young lady not 

pretty large nose wide set squinty eyes. Nearly 2 AM when we got home to “Sinagua”. I drove 

part way Helen the rest. Very eventful day for us. 

 Incidently met Balink the artist business man at La Fonda. He is an amazing competent 

salesman of his commonplace work! 

 

July 13, 1946 Up rather late and had no inclination to paint today. Rain clouds and 

thunderstorms all around us in the afternoon but not one drop for “Sin Agua” well named hill 

home. 

 Helen walked over to Bakos’s hill just to look it over in a watchman way. They are still 

away in Chama. I took a 2 hour nap. 

 
668 Unknown. 
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 Heard Henry Wallace Sec of Commerce on the Radio. There is the great man who should 

be President of the U.S. 

 

July 14, 1946 I woke and got up at 6 oclock. Helen later. After breakfast I rode over to Don 

Shuster’s about 1-1/2 miles West of our hill asked him to lunch or dinner as his wife might chose 

but they are going fishing so I asked them to come tomorrow evening. 

 I got at the “Helen in Red” in the morning and am pleased with my linear color texturing 

so far but so far means only background dress. 

 Helen along with posing for me making 3 meals found time to make an oil sketch in the 

late afternoon. As we got into bed at about ten we were overjoyed by the patter of rain on the 

roof. Hoping that it might go on for hours we went to sleep. 

 

July 15, 1946 The rain of last night didnt amount to much as foot prints and car spoor are still in 

evidence on our roadway. After breakfast I painted again on Helen in Red. 

 In the evening Don Shuster and his wife Helen came to dinner with us at Sinagua. She is 

office nurse for a doctor in Santa Fe. He is waiting to hear from Los Alamos (Manhattan 

Project). He has applied for a position there. We had a nice dinner. My Helen had got four chops 

meat is scarce and high in price. Prices have jumped since O.P.A. passed on. We enjoyed our 

young people. He is so fond of “The Homestead” gravel hills and piñon trees and drought. 

Shusters his parents moved out there when he was 9 years old and he has been in Europe with 
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the army and seen the world but Im sure he still loves the dry hills clouds and mountains of New 

Mexico. I hope that he can go on with his electronic studies. 

 A fairly good rain in the night gave us 200 gals. 

 

July 16, 1946 Painted on the H. in Red portrait. It is strange how much trouble I can have with 

painting. You might think that I could use my experiences of the past But each thing I paint 

seems to be a new problem not clear from start to finish. 

 We took our sun exposures and both walked around the driveway many times. A 

constantly changing sky and mountain panorama follows us around and around the house. 

 It seemed as tho we were going to have a rain. Storms to East and West and South of us 

gave us hope but we were disappointed. 

 

July 17, 1946 After strolling around the house before and after breakfast dressed as I was 

delivered on earth in Lock Haven 75 (lacking a few days) years ago Helen posed again in her red 

evening gown (effect, a dyed night gown). About noon we went to Santa Fe and had dinner 

graced by a fine roast of beef with the Joe Reeds. We saw several new canvases of Joes and I 

feel that he is doing finely. It would do him a lot of good to spent 3 or 4 weeks in the East 

looking at paintings. I feel as though I was going round and round in an off current of the stream 

of progress at present. I seem to fumble my work. Joe Reed by contrast is in a position where he 

seems to be gaining ability steadily. We stopped in the art museum left a painting of Joes and 
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saw the new ex669. just opened Randall Davey has a good group of paintings with his usual 

vitality and dash he dont worry much over solidity. An alcove of remarkable productions by 

Pansy Stockton670 who combs the woods for bark and dries plant stems and leaves even blue bird 

feathers and thistle down and composes very clever pictures from them. It is an old art but I cant 

believe that it has ever been done with equal ingenuity and sophistication. The dry realness given 

by the material makes mushiness impossible. Of all the alcoves here is the most interesting its 

not painting but it is art.  

 Late in the afternoon we had a nice shower giving us perhaps 80 gallons, in our tanks! 

 Bakos car went by this afternoon. 

 

July 18, 1946 Three years ago today my life was saved by an operation here in Santa Fe. I still 

have a souvenir and am, and have been for 3 years, dressing one of two chemical burns on my 

legs caused by clysters that went wrong. I weigh now more than I have for 15 years past and 

Helens great care of my diet and her theory that I need quantity and quality seems to be good for 

I have not been so well for years. 

 We took our sunbath this morning and then I got at the portrait of Helen. I think it looks 

better than it has so far but it is not satisfactory as yet.  

 Another hot day without rain. 

 
669 Show unknown due to lack of available records. 

670 Pansy Stockton (1895-1972) American artist, known for her nature assemblage paintings 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pansy_Stockton)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pansy_Stockton
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 We have noticed a small fire in the forest in one of the ridges in the Sangre de Christo 

mountains to the east. We hope that the Forest service in Santa Fe has discovered it. Had we a 

phone we could and would call them up. 

 

*July 19, 1946 We went to town and waiting in the ice line which was shortened by the fact that 

a refrigerator car full of ice being sold retail at 1 cent a pound! We stayed in our old line. 

 *The Big Event came on just after we got back to “Sinagua”. It started to Rain and it 

rained for five hours and continued off and on all through the night. We estimate that in E. & W. 

tanks we collected 1200 gallons. With reasonable care this assures us for all summer. Don & 

Helen Shuster dropped by and we naturally congratulated ourselves on the water supply and had 

some martini cocktails to celebrate the event. 

 

July 20, 1946 Don Shuster Birthday Party 

 Painted during the day and in the evening. Don Shuster drove us in our car to the party at 

Will S. in honor of Don’s recent birthday. It was a large gathering and many of the old timers 

were there. Stevenson, John Hay, and Calla671, and many whose names as usual I dont recall. 

There was a large log fire on the brick floor of the patio and there was plenty of good cheer and 

 
671 Calla Hay was the society editor of the New Mexican 
(http://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasateimpo/a-different-time-remembering-the-fiesta-hoax-
of/article_8ad2f508-8bb3-5918-8bad-22bf35cfeef1.html)  

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasateimpo/a-different-time-remembering-the-fiesta-hoax-of/article_8ad2f508-8bb3-5918-8bad-22bf35cfeef1.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasateimpo/a-different-time-remembering-the-fiesta-hoax-of/article_8ad2f508-8bb3-5918-8bad-22bf35cfeef1.html
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Randall Davey Phil. Evergood, Bill Davey, Judy Evergood, Judge Mike Otero,672 everybody gay 

and a good buffet dinner with meat! which is very high priced on account of the free for all 

started by the passing (I hope only temporarily) of the O.P.A. controls. 

 We were driven home by Don & his Helen and they drove home to the west of us in their 

own car. After 2.30 A.M. we got to bed. 

 

July 21, 1946 Quiet day recuperating from last nights festivities. Joe & Teresa called. I worked 

on “Helen in Red” making improvements. Helen kept up well did ironing made some flax seed 

emulsion for tempera. We took baths, feel rich in water resources. I laid down for 2 hours in the 

afternoon. 

 Joe Bakos is remarkably helpful in his discussions of any work that I have underway. Has 

a stimulating affect! 

 

July 22, 1946 In the morning we drove to Santa Fe and did our shopping for food and we went 

to the Ice Co. and found no line up of customers. The refrigerator car full of ice on the R.R. 

siding was there doing plenty of business has broken the scarsity[sic] and we got more than 50 

lbs at the Ice Co. 

 Back to “Sinagua” I worked on “Helen in Red” which I think about finished. Helen went 

out in the afternoon which was cloudy with beautiful sky, to make a sketch. 

 
672 Miguel “Mike” Otero (1892-1977), district judge (http://newmexicohistory.org/people/miguel-otero-
father-son-and-grandson)  

http://newmexicohistory.org/people/miguel-otero-father-son-and-grandson
http://newmexicohistory.org/people/miguel-otero-father-son-and-grandson
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In the evening just before sunset a tiny field mouse comes on to the shelf where we feed 

the chipmunks during the day. The little mouse with beady eyes and huge translucent ears 

timidly nibbles what few dainty crumbs are left. 

 

July 23, 1946 I worked from Helen in the Red dress and while it dont seem perfect I guess its all 

I can do before showing it in the Museum Fiesta Exhibition673. 

 Helen is getting ready a self portrait so there will be a dispute in these canvases as to 

what she look like. 

 

July 24, 1946 We took our pictures to the museum this morning. At the post office we met Shus. 

who has just come from the doctors having a treatment for pains in his upper right arm. 

 Started small panel from Helen nude on a dark red & black plaid steamer rug.674 

 In the afternoon we heard the radio report of the second Atomic bomb set off in Bikini 

Atol in the Pacific.675 Reports as to the full extent of damage done to the fleet of old vessels will 

have to come later but it seems likely that many were sunk. 

 In the evening we went to Tesuque for supper with Helene (Maurer) Ruthling, a nice 

party of about 20 people. Mrs Will Shuster, Mrs Don Shuster, Dr Rosenthal, Carl Larsen from 

 
673 No record for 1946 Fiesta show in Elzea. Possibly he showed it in 1947? 

674 Nude on Plaid Blanket (Unknown owner/location) Elzea 1180 

675 Is he wrong? Test Baker was the 25, not the 24. 
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Los Alamos Mrs R. Bradford, Wm McNulty (Agnes Tait not there) John & Calla Hay, Mr & Mrs 

Wm Harrison676, Helens beautiful daughter Theodora and twin boys about 14 yrs old. I gave my 

“Soup” pantomime and the Telephone act in extemporized costume - the stunts were well 

enjoyed. The children whom Helen R. has with her as summer boarders also enjoyed and 

laughed heartily. The supper was very good we came home shortly after 10 oclock. 

 

July 25, 1946 We both felt a little indisposed this morning. Its very unusual for Helen to be out 

of sorts perhaps something we ate at Helene’s last evening. I painted a little on the very small 

panel I started yesterday, seem to be confused technically as usual lately. A few minutes before 5 

PM we decided to go to (Hal) Witter Bynners as he had invited us by post yesterday, drove into 

town and reached Bynners by 5.30. We were glad that we went. He was most cordial and the 

garden about his adobe house is so beautiful and all planted by his own hands. Great poplars 

some apricot trees huge chamisa bushes more variety than I can describe stone paths, All grown 

from a gravelly dump in about 24 years. 

 Some old friends were there Sylvanus Morley, Bobby Hunt of course Louise Pugh Mrs 

Lois Field and many others. Good cocktails and high drinks a nice friendly gathering. 

 Speaking of water scarcity and the historical fact that this district once had a 30 years 

drought (as shown in old timber) Hal said he was unusually lucky as he has another beautiful 

home in Chapalla Mexico to which he can flee. He wants to live there (has done so for 2 years 

past). He will live there in Winter, Here in Summer. 

 
676 William Harrison (b. 1925) or William Harrison Sapp? 
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July 26, 1946 This morning we drove to town to get ice and arriving at the plant were face by a 

sign “No Ice today”. Much disappointed and provoked we did other errands and returned to 

Sinagua. We mailed out post card invitations to a Third Birthday (new series) Party for Aug 2 

when I will reach the 3/4 century mark. 

 I painted on the little panel of Helen on red plaid steamer rug nude reading trees and 

green back. I find myself compelled to put a great deal of struggle into a thing even so small as 

this. Id like to work in a broader and freer way at least so I think but something intervenes. 

 

July 27, 1946 Don and his Helen came by and asked us to take care of 5 “wild” chickens they 

have on the homestead. They are leaving soon. He goes to Los Alamos project next week. We 

agreed to keep the fowl which Don says are quite able to fend for themselves given water and a 

little grain. 

 After lunch they returned with 60 pounds of ice which they had got from the refrigerator 

car. Great joy for us. I painted on the tiny panel Nude Reading, Red Rug again - its nearly done. 

Hear that Gertrude Stein677 died today important literary influence. 

 Don Shuster took us in our car to Santa Fe and Tony Raels Spanish restaurant for dinner. 

Nicely cooked dishes. We came back to Sinagua had a drink of sherry and talked until after 11 

oclock. *We accepted charge of five chickens from Don and they are now installed in a box. He 

says they can just run about wild and need no care. He furnished water can and a bag of feed. 

 
677 Getrude Stein (1874-1946) writer, art patron (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Stein)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Stein
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Helen Dons wife starts at Los Alamos next Thursday and he will soon get a place there in the 

experimental work. 

 

July 28, 1946 We had a good rain in the evening. 

 Water in S.F. is so scarce that special regulations are enforced. Started a panel from H. 

nude on the floor in front of the bookcases. 

 

July 29, 1946 I went on with the painting “Nude and Books”678 in the morning and am working 

on a panel of celotex with a rough finish. It takes a full body of the tempera to fill it but it is light 

and wont warp. Ramon Shiva thinks it a perfect surface. We went to town after lunch to do 

errands and stopped at the museum where Miss Hester Jones gave me the good news that my 

painting “Green Plaza” has been purchased by a lady living on Circle Drive in Santa Fe. *Mrs 

Aline Barnsdall679 who has written me a note asking about the painting. Miss Jones gave me a 

check for 900.00 which deducts 10% commission for the Museum. I am glad to contribute. 

 Later at the P.O. a letter from Miss Kraushaar enclosing a check in payment for “The 

Rathskeller” bought by Cleveland Museum for 3500.00 (Kraushaar 30% com). These two bits of 

good news coming just in time for my birthday pleasure. 

 
678 Nude and Volumes (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1181 

679 Aline Barnsdall (1882-1946) art patron, hired Frank Llowd Wright to build the Hollyhock House in 
Los Angeles (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aline_Barnsdall)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aline_Barnsdall
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 Don & his Helen called in the evning on there[sic] way to town to see a movey 

[movie??]. 

 We had a right good rain this afternoon. 

 

July 30, 1946 I painted again on the “Nude and Books” today. Helen spent a great part of the 

day mending our clothes preparing 3 good meals as usual and posing now and again for my 

picture. 

 We had a dramatic display of rain storms late in the afternoon. Heavy thunderstorms and 

massive cloud formations all round us to N.E., N, N.W. and West, and S.W. but we only got a 

few spatters from the edges of the storms. 

 

July 31, 1946 We woke this morning to find that two members of our little chicken family are 

missing. During the night I had wakened thinking that I had heard a strange sound - heard 

nothing further and we went to sleep. Probably this was the dying squawk of the chickens in the 

death grip of some animal of the night. Requiescat! 

 We drove to town and luckily got ice, and Helen did her marketing. H. bought cake pans 

as she intends to try her beginners hand on a cake for my birthday party Friday. We wish her 

luck.  

 I went on with “Nude with many volumes” as it might be called or “Nude Browsing”. 

She reclines on pillows on the floor, books in front of her and a bookcase back. I think the 

picture is nearly done now and I feel pretty well pleased with it. 
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 I got the 3 chickens remaining in our charge into the box which they live and put another 

box blocking the entrance and hope they will be undisturbed tonight. Don and Helen rode by and 

loaned Helen some knives forks and spoons. 

 Some hopes of rain this afternoon but none arrived altho big thunderstorms east and west 

of us. 

 

August 1, 1946 Day of preparation for my “Third Birthday (New series)”. Helen spruced up the 

house and was busy in the afternoon preparing the plans(wd?) for some 24 guests. There was not 

much for me to do. We had everything ready in the house. 

 

August 2, 1946 John Sloan Born Lock Haven, Pa. 1871 

 Today Helen made ready the eatables for the party tonight. We were prepared by 6.30 to 

greet our friends who began to arrive. First came Ira Moskowitz (his wife too tired after a day at 

Jemez pueblo with him). Will & Selma Shuster (he tired from a three day camping trip in his 

trailer) Witter (Hal) Bynner the poet and Bob Hunt his friend and a guest of theirs poet I suppose 

Joe Bakos & Teresa, A Texas car with Mr & Mrs Wm Bomar (Bill’s father) and Mr & Mrs ..... 

who had met us before Helene Ruthling from Tesuque And rare guests for some years Randall & 

Belle Davey. Selma Shuster brother Dingee who is a new arrival in town and hopes to live here 

start a photo business. Joe Reed and Ann contributed batch of ice cubes. Many birthday presents 

and Helen made her first cakes two of them with 7 and 5 candles which I blew out with one 
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blow! We served Martini cocktails all evening and I did my old acts “Soup” and “Telephone”680. 

Hal Bynner was in good form with his Georgia Preacher His New England Aunty and other good 

stores. Randall D. did his good old acts Father & Chickens Little Dyin’ Sister681 and others We 

had a good audience and everyone seemed to have a good time. Birthday Presents in numbers for 

me. 

 

August 3, 1946 So we went to bed after 2 AM. We slept until later than usual but by noon or a 

little after Helen had restored the premises to normal order. The party had left many traces of 

disorder and of course a great stack of unclean dishes knives forks and spoons, glasses all over 

the place. H. did all the dishes and cleaned up without help. She is really wonderful. We both felt 

a good deal the worse for wear But we look back at last evening as a real success. 

 The day went by with no visitors. 

 Rains and thunderstorms were all about us but our Sinagua was untouched. We seem to 

be situated in a spot of the Middle Rio Grande District much respected by Jupiter Pluvius. Too 

bad! 

 Reading a very amusing book presented by Shuster High Time. 

 

August 4, 1946 Up today by 6.30 and feeling better. 

 
680 ASK HEATHER WHAT THIS IS 

681 Ditto 
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 Reading another book present from Shuster “A Room for the Night” by Pauline Leader682 

very good personal experiences of a young girl in a Vermont town. I have read 2 books in 2 days 

an unusual thing for me. 

 For a bit of physical exercise I went round the hill and with hoe & rake built up some of 

my ditches to check erosion in case of another heavy rain. 

 It rained with thunder & lightening in the Sangre De Cristo Range to the East. Started a 

small panel “Nude before Fireplace”683 from my sketch book. 

 

August 5, 1946 A very warm day with some change in cloud formation a few rains in sight of 

our hill but none for us. We drove town about noon. We waited in line till 1 oclock and got two 

37 pound pieces of ice. Helen did her marketing and made a deposit in the bank. 

 Back to Sinagua where the sun blazed outside but inside the house quite comfortable. 

 In the afternoon two Plymouth cars (1936 same year as mine) drove up carrying Ira 

Moskowitz and wife and little girl with Louis Ribak684 and his wife who are in town visiting the 

Exhibition and return to Taos tonight. 

 Quite an interesting talk. Mrs Ribak and Mrs Moskowitz both paint. Ribak has a rather 

didactic way of expressing himself. His work is as I know it rather over dramatic at times. Ira 

 
682 Pauline Leader (1908–2001) also wrote And No Birds Sing in 1931.  

683 Chilly in the Studio (private collection) Elzea 1182 

684 Louis Leon Ribak (1902-1979) social realist and abstract painter, part of Taos Moderns group 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Leon_Ribak)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Leon_Ribak
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M’s lithographs of the Indian ceremonies are quite good. He gave me another as a birthday 

present last Friday night. 

 

August 6, 1946 Worked on the little panel Nude before Fireplace from a sketch made at my 

Hotel Judson studio Wash. Sq. 1930. Some trouble with the underpainting due I think to over 

smooth gesso on the panels. 

 Late afternoon just as Don Shuster drove up to borrow salt Joe & Teresa came to drive us 

to town. We were dressed and ready for him. On the way to town we were met by the most 

terrific downpour I ever remember driving through. It makes us happy to get rain no matter how 

large the order. 

 We went to La Fonda and up to the William Bomars apartments where we met Mr & Mrs 

Stribling685 and a Mrs Fender686 and her handsom[sic] son and friend of Billy Bomar artist. After 

approximately several highballs of Skotch[sic] or “Red Licker” we went down to the dining 

room where we found a table for eight. With Mr Bomar keeping the glasses replenished we had a 

good time but as is must usual at La Fonda a very poor and expensive dinner after which we 

returned to Bomars rooms and had a gay time until about 12 oclock. The rain had stopped but 

Joe Bakos had some slippery driving to do on the way back to our hills. 

 
685 Unknown. 

686 Unknown. 
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 Our first interest was to see if we had caught plenty of water in our tanks. The West tank 

got about 300 gallons and of course the East must have had the same or more. We feel quite sure 

of water now until the end of October We are very frugal in our use of it. 

 

August 7, 1946 We did not wake this morning until 11 oclock and Helen got our breakfast ready 

and served it on a bed tray. “It is the morning after the night before”. Getting up at about 11 

oclock I strolled pealed down to my skin about the house in the sun for 20 minutes or so. Helen 

made a good lunch later and I went back to bed and I am glad that it takes no more effort than it 

does to lie down. 

 In the evening Don Shuster came by and stopped to see us. Helen invited him to dinner 

and we spent the evening seated about the dining table in the portale. Don is very well informed 

in scientific matters and has more interest in politics than I had thought. 

 

August 8, 1946 Another day feeling poorly aches in back legs and eyes. Bourbon trouble from 

Tuesday night Im supposing. 

 The Engineers of the Telephone Co came by again today. We talked with them but apart 

from there[sic] planning of the lines no certainty of the job being done soon. Lots of orders ahead 

of us. 

 *Late in the afternoon we had a visit from a young rangy typical rancher and his father 

Gene West the name from Cerrillos. He is getting applications for membership in a Rural 
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Electrification Cooperative to serve all outlying homes and ranches. They want 200 members 

and will run 200 miles of poles & wire (or less) to serve them. 

 The “Rural Electrification” bureau of the Govt will loan them the money. He left blanks 

with me and I said Id see Bakos & Shuster & perhaps T. Thomas. 

 Joe Bakos came by later with lady friends on the way to town. He thought the Coop plan 

good. Joe Reed with Ann and baby dropped in for a short visit before we had supper. 

 

August 9, 1946 Worked on little panel Nude before Fireplace in the morning. 

 At noon we drove to Santa Fe. I slipped in to see Dr Reg. Fisher. He wants to take the 

portrait of “Helen in Red” now in annual ex for his Winter circuit of Exhibitions through the 

State. I consented. 

 We then drove up Canyon Road 3 miles to Randall Davey’s ranch where we were invited 

for lunch. A nice meal prepared by Belle and Randall. They have no cook (the cake was not as 

successful as Helens first attempt for our party last week). We enjoyed our visit. Ran. took us out 

to his studio to hear him practice playing the ‘cello accompanying a record. Mozart trio. He 

seems quite accomplished to me. His studio has a very good light and good studio atmosphere. 

Im sure Tom Eakins687 would have done great work here. R’s paintings of the nude seem to 

visual in color and just a bit wobbly in drawing, too little effort. To[sic] casual even in his 

drawing of horses of which he knows so much. 

 
687 Thomas Eakins (1844-1916) artist, educator (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Eakins)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Eakins
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 *Rain A rain started as we left for home and as soon as we got inside it began to settle 

down to a real heavy storm. It rained for several hours and we were gleeful when our West tank 

began to Overflow. The first time for a year. 

 

August 10, 1946 We put our red rag signal on a piñon tree by the road and before lunch Joe & 

Teresa stopped on their way to Ojo Caliente for a bath and he thinks well of the Cooperative 

Electrification plan and says that he will go with me to Thomas in the valley and see if he will 

join up. 

 Painted on the “Nude at Fireplace” and its finished. Im pretty sure. I like it pretty well, of 

course as always I think the next one will be better! 

 

August 11, 1946 Out of our routine were the happenings of today. We are so much alone on our 

hill with our surroundings of miles if pinon covered hills mountains in the distance and clouds 

above that when we have visitors we are rather disturbed. This afternoon late two youngish men 

in khaki clothes not army style came to our door. The first we had met with Kath. Minkiweitz in 

New York an ex service man big and at that time fat now a bit flabby named Carl Miller688 and 

the other his friend Max Lehman689 a newspaper writer both of them rather tired as they had 

walked west from the highway. They are walking (hitchhiking) across the country from N.Y. 

Both of them very intelligent fellows. Lehman more controlled. Miller rather soured on account 

 
688 Unknown. 

689 Unknown. 
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of not finding his place. Dissatisfied of course and maybe a little syncial[sic]. Helen asked them 

to dinner of course and Miller did it more than justice - revenge! As I had agreed to talk on 

Morangs Art Program on the KVSF Radio this night we all drove with Bakos & Teresa in to 

town where they were to try to get lodgings. We went to the Radio station and Morangs pompous 

manner and my well worn ideas met in the ether waves. Fairly successful talk we hope. After by 

arrangement we picked our visitors up as they had failed to get lodgings. Even the city jail was 

full. With Bakos’s we came home and after 1/2 hour conversation we put them up for the night. 

 

August 12, 1946 Our guests spent a comfortable night and we had a simple breakfast in the 

morning. Both of these men are above average intelligence. Miller was in N. Africa during much 

of his service in the Army. They are enjoying their hike say that they never have trouble getting a 

lift and are much interested in the people they meet. We drove them to town at 11 AM and said 

good bye then went on our errands for ice and food stuffs. It takes a great deal of “nerve” to land 

on slight acquaintances but they did it well and we enjoy our restored isolation here in “Sinagua” 

all the more. We both however feel a bit exhausted by our own hospitality. 

 

August 13, 1946 *A heavy downpour of rain starting over the Jemez Mountain rached us this 

morning and deluged the whole neighborhood. We caught a great quantity of water in the tanks 

both 4/5 full! We will need no more this summer. I went out in the afternoon and repaired some 

of my ditches controlling erosion. The fall of rain was so heavy and rapid that some overflow 

occurred. Neither of us painted today but Helen was busy with meals and housework. I did 

almost nothing but the earth works. 
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 H G Wells English writer690 prophet of Socialism who has seen many of his forecasts 

fulfilled died today at 77 years. A fine writer of English and I think a great man. 

 

August 14, 1946 I roamed and sat around all morning feeling glum and stupid, thinking of the 

roofs of New York and how I then would find sights that I could put into pictures, contrasting the 

life of New York with the hills and clouds mountains and piñons here about. 

 After lunch Helen who had noticed my low mood set a trap for me in blue dress and 

snooded hair691. She sat on our bench in the studio and I knew that she felt that I might get the 

idea of painting her. Reluctantly I started and soon I was immersed in my usual troubles of 

painting. She is a wonderful mistress. 

 Showers all about us today but none for our hill. 

 

August 15, 1946 Worked on the painting started with a push yesterday. Helen in Blue dress with 

snooded hair. Oddly enough altho I started with very little hopes and almost against my will I 

think it is going very well. I am using the background to the S.W. of us Sandia Mountain and the 

Cerillos hills where they say gold was first found in what is now the United States. 

 

 
690 Herbert George Wells (1866-1946), writer of science fiction 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._G._Wells)  

691 Helen in Blue and Yellow (Annie Halenbake Ross Library) Elzea 1183 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._G._Wells
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August 16, 1946 We rose early at 6.30 and after breakfast I worked some on “Helen in Blue” 

Then we drove to town Mailed our applications and five dollars for membership in the 

Cooperative Electrification at Cerillos. Then we went to the Ice Factory and waited a half hour in 

line but got 2 - 25 lb. pieces. 

 In the afternoon I went on with the picture. We had a small rain during last night. 

 

August 17, 1946 Working some on the portrait of Helen in Blue. In the afternoon Don & his 

Helen came by and stopped in to visit with us. They are both out at Los Alamos. She in the 

hospital he on the staff. Of course he can not talk of his works a it is probably connected with 

Atomic fission. Another of his chickens disappeared today some predatory animal made a nice 

meal of it. Well its not sad one less to worry about. Don and I think that on their next return next 

Sunday we might make a dinner of the survivors 2 chickens not yet fully grown. Later after Don 

and Mrs. left Joe Bakos came by with Teresa and a young lad just out of the navy his nephew on 

his way home from service. 

 

August 18, 1946 Showers during the afternoon. Steady rain after sunset. We had a visit by Mrs 

Marion Humfelt(sp?)692 of Independence Mo. She studied in my classes at the Art Students 

League about 18 years ago. She knew Helen and they were glad to meet again. She and her 

mother who died last year came to see me in Santa Fe about 10 years ago. She is teaching art but 

 
692Possibly Marion L. Humfeld (1900-?) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Marion_L_Humfeld/10026547/Marion_L_Humfeld.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Marion_L_Humfeld/10026547/Marion_L_Humfeld.aspx
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is now taking a year vacation, is on her way in her car to California and hopes to do a lot of 

painting. 

 

August 19, 1946 To town to get ice and groceries met Helene Maurer at P.O. who invited us to 

come out for dinner Saturday. Also saw Ramon Shiva who is building a wall on his place in 

town. 

 Stopped at Sanbusco and found a 12x4 ft piece of Masonite Presdwood which has been 

hard to get during the war. This we bought and tied to the roof of our car and it travelled well. 

 Painted on “Helen in Blue” with the Albuquerque Sandia Mt. in the background. 

 Slight showers in afternoon and evening but our water worries are over for the Season 

barring leaks or other misfortunes. 

 

August 20, 1946 While Helen and I were in a state of nature this morning we heard a car coming 

from the East and just about had time to adorn ourselves with drapery when the car turned into 

our road bearing friends. Geogioa Beloli693 of Canyon Road back from War had motored 

Reginald Marsh and his wife out to see us. We were very glad to see them. He seemed interested 

in the work I have done this summer. Helen invited them to stay to lunch but as he is going East 

by train this afternoon he declined. He tells me that his book on anatomy for Artists has sold out 

the edition. He was for a time a pupil of mine at the League. 

 
693 Unknown. 
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 I have just finished reading “Gods Little Acre”694 (Erskins Caldwell) and found it a worth 

while experience full of the natural sensuality of plain humans. A contrast to the “sinful” and 

cruel religion of “The Cold Journey”695 by Grace Vaning(sp?) Stone which I had finished just 

before and which I think is a splendid work with much research and finished style of writing. 

Gods little Acre is more simply poetic, crude if you choose. 

 

August 21, 1946 Alternating bright sunshine and cloudy overcast with showers over the 

mountains to the east and west of our hill. I worked on the painting “Helen in Blue” against a 

background of a piñon covered ridge Cerillos Hills and Sandia (the great turtle) mountain South 

W. of us. After posing two periods morning & afternoon & making the meals for us Helen went 

out and made a sketch. As for myself I lay down and rested twice during the day. 

 

August 22, 1946 Working on the portrait “Helen in Blue” which is reaching the point where I 

will be finished. I, not the portrait.  

 In the afternoon Ira Moskowitz and Mrs and their little girl Diana drove up in their car 

and visited us. He showed me a letter from publishers of his forthcoming book of lithographs of 

Indian life saying that if I write an introduction I should do it after the text is written by John 

Collier. I think this is true. Mentioning that our 2 chickens were destined to be slain this weekend 

 
694 Erskine Caldwell (1903-1987) novelist, dealt with themes of racism and sexism. God’s Little Acre was 
published in 1933 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God%27s_Little_Acre)  

695 Grace Zaring Stone (1891-1991) novelist. The Cold Journey was published in 1934. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Zaring_Stone)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God%27s_Little_Acre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Zaring_Stone
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Ira en[thu]siastically offered to be their executioner. We cornered the two, he caught one they are 

quite wild. I missed the other through ignorance of the technique. Quickly he strung up the cock 

and slit its throat then proceded[sic] to demand boiling water and soon had the fowl dressed. 

Meanwhile all efforts to catch the young pullet were ineffective. Ira started to go and found he 

had a flat tire and by lantern light that was replaced. A highly exciting evening. 

 

August 23, 1946 We went to town and were disappointed because we could not get any ice. Did 

our marketing and came home. I worked again on Helen in Blue. The lone pullet stayed away 

from the house but I had a bright idea. I set a rat trap baited with a piece of fat and she was 

caught and I killed her. I bled the carcass and then we had the nasty job of cleaning the remains. 

Helen gave both birds a preliminary cooking in the pressure cooker on account of our having no 

ice. Well, the trouble with chickens is over now. We hope the chipmunks will favor us by their 

presence. We have -- missed them. Chickens are so very dumb! 

 

August 24, 1946 Worked preparing Presdwood panels giving them sizing coat of glue and the 

several coats of gesso. This took up most of our day and I dont feel like driving to Tesuque to 

Ruthlings (Maurers) for a party this evening. We had said that we would go but it is showering 

and the road will be mushy. 
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August 25, 1946 Started a little panel from a sketch of 1920 “Model at Piano with Reflection in 

Mirror”696 made in my Judson Hotel Studio. A wonderful place Ill always regret losing it when 

N.Y. Univ. took over the building. Miss Slater697 of Art Alliance Philadelphia came to invite a 

picture for Santa Fe Artists Ex. She selected Helen in Blue the new one. Also she took a 

landscape panel of Helens “Threat of Rain”. 

 Don Shuster & Mrs Helen came to dinner. A chicken dinner composed of the two last of 

his flock. I didnt enjoy the birds alive or dead. Im glad they are no more. Don & H. drove back to 

their jobs at Los Alamos. 

 

August 26, 1946 To Santa Fe today taking our paintings to the Art Museum where along with 

others invited by Miss Slater, they are to be packed and shipped to Phila where the Ex698 opens in 

October 

 We went to post office and while Helen was getting mail I sat in the car as usual when 

Wyatt Davis came along and came up to the car and greeted me cordially. I responded in kind. 

My first meeting with him since my marriage to Helen, who divorced him 7 or 8 years ago. 

When H. came out of the P.O. he left. His wife Mariam to whom he has just returned after an 

affair with a girl in town is an uncivilized Turk or Armenian peasant, one of the wild children 

 
696 Piano Trio (private collection), Elzea 1184 

697 Misspelling of Schlater. Katherine Schlater is mentioned as a contributor to an exhibition at the Art 
Alliance in the February 14 1938 Philadelphia Art News 
(http://tapasproject.org/philadelphiaartnews/files/philadelphia-art-news-vol-1-no-8)  

698 Philadelphia Art Alliance, “Santa Fe Exhibition” (Elzea 2, p. 482) 

http://tapasproject.org/philadelphiaartnews/files/philadelphia-art-news-vol-1-no-8
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roving Middle East after the war of 1914-19. She seems to hate Helen & Me. I worked a short 

while on the Nude at piano panel. 

 

August 27, 1946 Worked at the “Nude at Piano with Reflection in Mirror” again today. Still 

engaged on the tempera underpainting. I think that there will be little to do in the varnish glaze 

stage altho its hard to tell in advance. 

 *Toward evening we had a welcome visit from W. Shuster the first sight of him since 

August 2nd, my birthday. He is not very well has arthritic pains in arm and leg, sleeps poorly. 

We advised a trip for consultation to Dr Low in Pueblo. We had a few highballs as he brought 

along a quart of Bourbon. Helen made us a light supper. Meanwhile Joe Reed and Ann and Patty 

came in driving a bran[d] new Mercury Car, very beautiful. 

 We sat talking to Shuster and going on with employing his bottle until about 10.30 which 

is late for us nowadays. 

 

August 28, 1946 Worked on the Nude and Piano & Mirror panel off and on during the day. 

 *Saw Joe Bakos in his car guiding a truck with his new galvanized iron water tank 

ordered a month ago. He has regretted the delay in delivery each time we have had a good rain. 

They (Bakos’s) intend to stay out here this winter as both their town houses are rented. 

 Helen was washing and ironing much of the day. Our friends the chipmunks have not 

come back. We thought that the departure of the chickens would give them courage to return to 

dine with us but not yet! We miss them. 
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 *We found later that his tank was not delivered in the dusk of evening we thought a load 

of lumber following his car was the tank. He says that he thinks he will cancel the tank order and 

dig a cistern. 

 

August 29, 1946 This morning at 10 oclock I attended the meeting of the joint Boards of the 

School of American Research and Museum of New Mex. Two and a half hours of talk & 

consideration. Dr Edgar Hewett presided. He seems to be quite alert mentally tho he does not 

look very well. At lunch following the meeting I enjoyed talking to Huston Thompson a lawyer 

now in Govt. position in Washington. It turned out that he was born in Lewesburg Penna. just 40 

miles from Lock Haven. He described the fine prison in Lewisburg with many freedoms for the 

convicts no prison uniform A large dining hall where all could sit where they chose. Another 

acquaintance I made was Mr James E. McNary of McNary Arizona a handsome boyish looking 

gray haired man of 69 who looks about 50. He is a lumberman in the White Mts of Arizona and a 

Pennsylvanian by birth. Both of these men had clergyman fathers. I took the opportunity at 

suggestion of Mr McNary to speak of the Art Museum suggesting that it be kept open at noon 

hour so that more Santa Fe residents might attend the exhibitions. Of course as Reg. Fisher said 

to me afterward the trouble is that the curator of the museum Hester Jones is not competent. 

 Helen met me at 4 oclock and we drove out to “Sinagua”. She had done considerable 

shopping during the five hours I was at the meeting and luncheon. 

 

August 30, 1946 Drove to town and shopped and lined up for ice. The owner of the ice plant 

came to me in the line and delivered a message he had by phone asking me to see Miss Jones at 
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Art Mus. There we found that Miss Slater had a request from the Art Alliance that I agree to 

speak during the Ex of Santa Fe artists in October I consulted Helen and we *decided to leave 

here so as to go to Phila during week of Oct 28. We looked over the pictures she has selected to 

go and made some notes.  

Joe & Teresa drove by on their way to go to two Fiesta parties in town and at supper 

Helen & I had just been congratulating ourselves on not having such an engagement when up 

rolls W. Shuster & Bill McNulty the reporter on “New Mexican” to insist on our going to 

outskirts of Santa Fe and then have a bonfire to take the place of the “Zozobra” burning which is 

not to be this year. So we went along in our own car and joined a group of about 20 around the 

pole where old man Gloom has hung and burned. We had a fire which soon was moved to the 

base of the pole and we in perhaps an hour the pole base was eaten away enough to make it easy 

for Joe Reed or I to pull it down. 47 feet long. There was much drinking but not many of the 

group seemed to be having much fun out of the vandalistic prank. 

 Helen drove the car home the others were going to have something to eat and of course 

more to drink at Shusters house. Helen drove through a rain and muddy roads very cleverly. I 

had plenty of whiskey and we turned in on reaching “Sinagua” not later than 10.30. 

 

August 31, 1946 “The morning After” I spent in bed but Helen was up made breakfast & lunch 

and kindly ministered my needs. I got up about 3 PM with no headache! 
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September 1, 1946 Went on with the small painting of nude playing piano with reflection in 

Mirror and also in the polish of the piano. I think that its title will be “Piano Trio”. In the 

afternoon the Joe Reeds’ called. 

 

September 2, 1946 Worked today on the “Piano Trio” its small but I find it none the less 

requires much time. I sometimes think of the long past years of direct painting and feel that it 

came much more readily in those days. But this is probably not quite true. Few of my paintings 

were done without a good deal of worry and work. Helen went out about 4.30 and came home in 

a couple of hours with a good little oil panel. Pinon trees mountain and sky. There is hardly any 

other subject available hereabouts! 

 

September 3, 1946 We had a good heavy shower this afternoon. I worked on the “Piano Trio” 

picture. It seems to be going well and when Joe Bakos saw it this evening he liked it very much. 

 We were walking east along our road toward evening when we met Joe & Teresa coming 

west, homeward. We rode to their place with them and looked at his improvement work now 

underway. He is adding a room for bath & toilet and digging a cistern to catch the water from his 

main roof which is papered in asphalt and has a coat of aluminum which prevents the water from 

being stained by the asphalt. We were asked to dinner and Teresa prepared a nice stew etc. We 

enjoyed the evening. They have large windows to the North East and a good view of the Sangre 

de Christo range. Joe brought us home to Sinagua and came in and looked at the picture on hand. 
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September 4, 1946 We went to town did errands and got two pieces of ice then by invitation 

went to Joe Reeds and had a nice lunch. He had shot some doves and they were very good. We 

looked at his work in the new studio. He is making good progress and he works constantly. I 

think he will be doing some important work before long. 

 Finding no repair shop for a broken handle on one of our valises I bought a handle and 

some rivets and burrs and when we got home I fixed it pretty well. We saw a large group of P. 

McCrossen’s699 work at the Art Museum and I think it strong. He has begun to paint during the 

last year having given up his time for a dozen years running a weaving establishment making 

hand woven cloth and neckties and modestly getting together a considerable fortune! 

 Today Helen and I made an amended price list of my pictures at Kraushaar Gallery. 

Many prices increased as I feel that under present inflationary conditions it would be bad 

business to sell the work at low figures. I want to just sell enough to pay living expenses so that 

in the future Helen may profit well by their sale. 

 

September 5, 1946 Up early as is rather usual with us this summer. After breakfast we took 

sunbaths. 

 Later I worked on the little picture “Piano Trio” and during the day I got it to a finished 

or nearly finished state and Helen and I both think its a pretty good piece of work. 

 
699 Preston McCrossen (1894-1981), painter active in California and New Mexico 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Preston_McCrossen/10034180/Preston_McCrossen.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Preston_McCrossen/10034180/Preston_McCrossen.aspx
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 Thinking a little about my talk in Philadelphia next month. My idea about the modern 

movements falling so aptly under the Mosaic Law “Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven 

image nor the likeness of anything in heaven above nor earth beneath nor the waters under the 

earth”. The young artists are lining up to obey the commandment. 

 

September 6, 1946 While Helen went down the hill and made a start on a panel this morning I 

got to work on a 16x20 portrait of “self”700. Made a quite interesting charcoal drawing. We went 

to town and got ice and Helen did some shopping after noon. 

 In the evening Joe B. driving my car we went to a supper party at the Albert Schmidts701 

in Tesuque. Ramon Shiva was there with his wife and the Shusters. Mrs. Ina Sizer Cassidy and 

her brother Arizona Rancher I believe. A pleasant evening. Came home about 12 oclock. Joe & 

Teresa B. dropped in to look at the “Piano trio” painting over which Joe is very enthusiastic. He 

is also quite excited about my charcoal drawing of myself made this morning. In fact he 

suggested that it was too good to paint over. So we decided to “fix” it. 

 

September 7, 1946 Don & his wife drove by on their way to Los Alamos telling us that they go 

to the new Univ. of California (next week) project near Albuquerque in the Sandia Mt. This is 

part of the atomic energy project. We drove to town to call up Miss Slater in regard to my talk at 

the Art Alliance, Philadelphia. She tells me that the date is Oct 31. I asked expenses for Helen 

 
700 What work? Probably isn’t Elzea 1176 since he already began painting on it in the spring of 1946. 

701 Albert Schmidt (1885-1957) painter active in Santa Fe and Tesuque 
(http://www.tfaoi.com/aa/4aa/4aa514.htm)  

http://www.tfaoi.com/aa/4aa/4aa514.htm
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and self 25.00. She is asking my sister Marianna S. and some few others to attend a supper the 

night of the talk. 

 As we sat down to our supper W. Shuster and a young lad dropped by. They had been 

shooting doves got 9 of them. They or rather Shus. extended an invitation to go to Cy. 

McCormicks birthday party next Tuesday. As Helen had already asked Shivas for that evening 

here at “Sinagua” But we think that we can change that engagement making it Wednesday. 

 A dramatic electric storm during the night seemed to start at a distance and before long 

was raging around our hill. 

 

September 8, 1946 We stopped Joe & Teresa on their way to town and changed the day for 

dinner with Shiva’s here to Wednesday. I took a sunbath while Helen did her laundry in the 

morning. A clear day with a cool breeze warm sun. I felt too tired to paint. Took a siesta in the 

afternoon and walked 13 times around our driveway toward evening (10 rounds, one mile). 

 

September 9, 1946 We went to town for ice and shopping. *A letter from Antoinette Kraushaar 

states that Dartmouth College art dept head Mr Lathrop has inquired on prices on 3 paintings & 

etchings. She says that she will cut her commission 10%. I wrote a post card stating that I would 

take another 10% off of the prices. I wonder whether my cousin President Dickey of Dart. has 

anything to do with the proposal.  

 In the afternoon about 4 oclock Helen and I rode along our road to a point opposite old 

Montoyas pathetic cornfield which is splendid with bright yellow wildflowers and few corn 
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stalks. We made starts on paintings. Mine a tempera under painting with little promise. W. 

Shuster and his little boy John Adam drove by on the way to shoot pigeons at the conservation 

dam on his land. 

 

September 10. 1946 No painting for me today and no reason why I shouldnt paint. We got ready 

an etching to present to Cyrus McCormick this evening. We left for Pojuaque and the 

McCormick ranch in our car about 6.30. Helen drove and we took it slowly about 3 miles out 

Shuster went by us! It looks as though he & Selma had decided to arrive early for a change. We 

found them parked by the roadside a few miles further on. We stopped and I went to see what 

was wrong. Nothing. W.S. had stopped to write a birthday greeting for Cyrus. We drove on. 

They passed us. We turned into the Nambe road and drove east looking for McCormicks 

gateway. At last thinking we had passed it we turned back. Finally Shuster came up back of us 

and led us back to the gate which was about 50 yards further than we had been when we turned 

back! The group invited by Florence was select. Shusters Louise Pugh, a Mrs resident in Santa 

Fe for the past year and a young Doctor ---- who is to be with Cy. on his new yacht. He leaves in 

a few days. The improvement in Cys appearance is quite astonishing! We had a fine dinner 

turkey and champagne. We arrived home by eleven Helen drove all the way. 
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September 11, 1946 I worked on the Montoyas Dry farm picture702 and increased my interest in 

it by introducing an old wagon & horses with old Montoya driving along with a barrel of water, 

as I have frequently seen him in the past years. 

 I rested before & after lunch and took a walk around the drive way, 13 laps and felt better 

for it. 

 A short rather heavy rain came up after dark. We had seen rains all about us and hoped to 

be favored. 

 

September 12, 1946 We had Shivas and Bakoss to dinner in the evening. Conversation or just 

talk after. They left early about 10 oclock. 

 

September 13, 1946 Working on the landscape Montoyas Road past his dry farming ranch with 

its pathetically poor showing of corn. Went to town and got 50 lbs of ice without standing in 

line! Did our shopping and stopped in at 314 Garcia St and met our new young couple tenants in 

the small house in the rear. The gas co has laid its pipe back there but no appliances are yet 

installed. 

 Toward evening Ira Moskowitz drove out to “Sinagua” and presented us with a nice 

chicken all dressed. He leaves for the east in a week. With him a young woman Miss Meyer who 

is going to live in his house which is to be repaired. She is from Wyoming. 

 
702 Montoya’s Dry Farm (private collection) Elzea 1185 
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September 14, 1946 A fine heavy rain for 1/2 hour or more today both our tanks are filled to 

running over. So our water worries are over for this season. 

 As on most days for two months we had marvelous sky cloud formations. Joe & Teresa 

stopped and invited us (for Shiva to some[come] R. Shivas for dinner next Tuesday. 

 

September 15, 1946 I released about 1000 or more gallons of water from the two tanks today. 

My reason being to allow for accomodation[sic] of future rains. The overflow does considerable 

erosion East & West on the driveway. I directed the water I drew off today to the South where 

the ground is quite soft & absorbent. 

 I worked a very little on The dry Farmer picture but it still seems unsatisfactory to me. 

 We took our constitutional walk about the driveway in the evening. 

 

September 16, 1946 We drove to town past noon and did our errands and got 50 lbs of ice 

without any line up. We hope that the shortage of ice is past! Of course there is a very great 

shortage of meat but that does not worry us very much. Helen is a clever culinary contriver. 

 At museum saw Miss Schlater of Art Alliance Phila. and paid 4.00 for special boxing of 

my paintings (Helen) 

 In the afternoon Mr Burroughs Manager for Santa Fe of Telephone Co came out and as 

Joe Bakos was not home he explained the situation in regard to putting in phones for us. The 



403 
 

engineers survey rates the relative distances for each installation in the group thus Bakos 84.00 

Shuster 120.00 Sloan 192.00 $396.00 in all to be divided equally or paid by each. Installments if 

we please. He says the job will cost the phone company $2800.00 that our monthly rate will be 

about $2.75=3.00. Seeing Joe B. later I suggested that I pay 150.00 and that he and Don Shuster 

split the balance. He seemed to think this a fair allotment of the expense. 

 

September 17, 1946 We took two pictures to Santa Fe Museum for Dr R. Fisher to select for the 

coming Winter rotary exhibitions in N.M. He selected Corn Tassels Tesuque703 (1940). 

“Montoyas Dry Farm” I can take back to N.Y.C. I feel it is rather good since I gave it some line 

texturing. He puts Corn Tassels in place of “Helen in Red” which is to go to Albuquerque State 

Fair704 and to be shipped to me in New York after the fair. 

 We stopped in to see the Ira Moskowitzs who are busy packing up to store here and 

getting ready to go East, first to Muncie, InD. then to New York C. for the Winter. He has rented 

to dobe house that he bought for 30 months. 

 At 5 oclock PM Joe B. drove us in my car to have dinner with Ramon Shiva. He has just 

finished a great wall about his house and garden. (He owns several acres outside). Ramon is a 

good cook and we sat in his romantic garden before dinner and had highballs and he 

demonstrated six tertiary paints and 8 primary & secondary colors which I think make a very 

complete palette - 14 tubes in all! Hope that he puts them on the market. He says that he will 

surely provide me with a set. We had a fine dinner with an old bottle of Chianti wine. After 

 
703 Corn Tassels (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1094 

704 The Albuquerque State Fair took place in September of 1946 (Elzea 2, p. 482) 
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enjoying this we talked. Shiva is very well informed of technical matters and Joe B. and I drew 

him out easily on some of his interests. I had not known that he makes fine printing inks for color 

printing. In fact this is financially the most important part of his business. 

 We came home about 11 oclock. A nice gentle rain started then a continued a good part 

of the night. 

 

September 18, 1946 I did a little work on ditches around the road. Much of the day overcast 

with occasional breaks through by the New Mexico sunlight. 

 I did no painting - could find no impulse in me. In the evening after 8 oclock Will Shuster 

drove up in his car Joe & Teresa in theirs. They wanted to formulate some questions to put to the 

managers of the telephone co and the Power & Light Co. in regard to our paying on the poles & 

wires. They sat for some time then made a trip down the hill road to the north to see if they could 

get any ideas from Tom Thomas but he was not at home. Joe & Teresa went home and Shuster 

sat with us another hour or more. He says hes painting as well as working on the casting copy of 

Martha Whites head from the decorative sculptured original on the N.Y. Library. He has had this 

difficult job for more than a year. He is doing it for Miss Elizabeth White. We parted about 12 

oclock. 

 

September 19, 1946 Overcast but beautiful morning. We heard three or four explosions shaking 

the ground a bit and probably emanating from Los Alamos to the west of us. Helen painted in the 

morning after her household chores were done. I idled about wishing that I were working! 
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 In the afternoon Helen and I put our stuff into the car and went a short way along our 

road set up easels and got to work. Helen with her oil colors got a pretty good sketch I with 

tempera did poorly. Tom Thomas came by and we talked of the prospects for electric service. He 

has the telephone. After we got home we walked back along the road looking for my tobacco 

pouch and found it when we arrived back at home. 

 In the evening Helen sewed on a new pair of green wool “calzones” (Mexican pants) 

which she is making for me. A girl of very great energy she never is idle. 

 (sketch talking on phone) 

 

September 20, 1946 We went in to Santa Fe and had lunch at Will and Selma Shusters. Witter 

Bynner & Bob Hunt were also guests and we had a very merry and also entertaining and 

instructive afternoon. Hal Bynner brought along his translations in verse of Laotse705 Chinese 

ancient philosopher whose wisdom if applied today would go a long way toward solving the 

terrible situation the world finds its self facing in the near future. 

 Hal & Bob left for an evening dinner. But Helen and [I] had a snack with Will and Selma 

and stayed until 11 oclock. 

 

September 21, 1946 We went to town for ice and Helen did her shopping. When we came home 

I did some work on the picture of our East road the drop down hill with the foothills and 

mountains in the distance. There were cloud shadows striping the hills when I first painted but I 
 

705 Lao-Tzu, ancient Chinese philosopher and founder of Taoism (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laozi)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laozi
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have not yet attacked that problem. This was an entirely cloudless day a great inverted blue bowl 

with warmer tinted edges against the mountains all around us in every direction. 

 

September 22, 1946 A sunbath in the morning and I worked quite a while on the “East road”706 

painting. I have introduced a couple of horsewomen coming up the hill toward us. 

 

September 23, 1946 We went in to Santa Fe this morning. Saw the Gas Co Mr Joiner in regard 

to the appliances for the little house in the garden at 314 Garcia St. He is going to change over 

our present range so that it will burn gas. We will save fifty dollars on this and a change of one 

of the proposed heaters. Stopped at Conway’s and told him to notify the tenant of the change. 

Also asked him to notify the O.P.A. and get an increase in the rental ceiling. 

 We then went to Emma Davis’s and picked her up to take her to “Sinagua” for lunch. We 

stopped in town and took up Mae Larsen and then drove out to our hill. Helen had a nice lunch in 

a short while. Emma is not very well. She has no help and can get none. Her garden is huge fully 

an acre and she has had to do all the work of her house, living alone is also hard on her. I 

suggested her finding a husky girl artist who would be glad to have a home with her. We drove 

the two girls back to town about 4 oclock. 

 

September 24, 1946 Today in the morning while Helen went down to paint at the foot of our 

hill, I made a frame for my landscape which is still in the tempera stage “Riders in the hills” 
 

706 Riders in the Hills (Whitney Museum) Elzea 1186 
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might be a name for it. I found a piece of moulding in the garage. We can not get any as we have 

no “priority” as ex service men. All building supplies are reserved for their housing. 

 Helen and I both rested for an hour or two in the mid afternoon. 

 Another still cloudles[s] day with a slight haze yellowish seems as though there was fine 

dust in the air and yet we have had no high winds. We learn on the radio that sunspots are 

prevalent and that a meteoric shower is passing near the earth. 

 Meanwhile in Paris the Peace conference is still wrangling with Russia as the whipping 

boy!707 

 

September 25, 1946 Both Helen and I worked at painting. I went on with the riders on our east 

road to Santa Fe. It amuses me to paint horses. They are only so so when Im through, but I hope 

they suffice. Joe and Teresa called in the evening no positive news on the status of our getting 

telephone and electric service. Joe made a good suggestion on my new picture Riders in the hills 

which he seemed to like very much. 

 

September 26, 1946 We both took sunbaths this morning which was clear with just a few 

clouds, the first clouds for three or four days. 

 
707 The 1946 Paris Peace Conference was held July-October 1946 to settle on treaties post WWII. The 
subsequent treaties were signed on February 10, 1947 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Peace_Treaties,_1947)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Peace_Treaties,_1947
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 I worked on the Riders in the hills painting which seems to be going pretty well. After 

lunch, dinner really, the clouds began to form up from the west and soon we had a sky throwing 

shadows across the mountains and foot hills. 

 Helen went to the east to paint and after a while I followed, walking, to take a look at the 

site of my painting. I was struck by the way nature deviates from its portraits! 

 Walking back I noticed where Helen’s foot prints left the road followed and found her 

gracing the hillside with her sweet self and her paints and painting a panel. I left her and walked 

home. 

 Helen came home as the crimson last rays of the sun were red purpling the mountains. 

Without resting she started our dinner. 

 

September 27, 1946 Dentist 10.30 AM 

 Up at 6.30 after breakfast we took sun bath. A clear morning with sun & clouds in 

afternoon. We went to town and I went first to the dentist who placed three fillings. Then Helen 

and I dropped in to see Dr Travers who looked over my left leg which is healing nicely, a slow 

going souvenir of my operation of July 1943! He tested my blood pressure which is 132 and very 

exceptionally good for a man of my age (75). We went to lunch at a Spanish Dining room on the 

Alameda quite nice food and clean. Two dollars goes farther and we fare better with Helen’s 

meals at home. 

 Helen went over to the next hill east and made a good sketch looking back at “Sinagua”. I 

worked a little on the “Riders in the hills”. Joe Bakos with Teresa met Shusters and they came in 



409 
 

to talk over the telephone & electric service. We decided to pay our shares to both companies at 

once. *I gave my check for $192.00 for my share Telephone total 396.00. My share is the 

largest! and as I only have 32 acres (one hill) I have not much chance of profiting by sales in 

future. Joe’s share $84.00 Shusters $120.00. The Electric Power Co have decided to prorate their 

charge of about 450.00 the same way. 

 

September 28, 1946 In the afternoon Helen was on East road sketching picked up by Raphael 

Alfau708 and wife Margery with Mrs Christine Hug[h]es drove up and we had a nice tea time 

with sherry and crackers and conversation. The Alfaus are quite “radical” in their ideas and I like 

to find such liberal ideas but living on income. They seem to be quite sincere. 

 Joe & Teresa Bakos dropped by in the morning and suggested that we go ahead with the 

Telephone co without any reference to the Power Co. I agreed. 

 

September 29, 1946 Joe Bakos and Shusters, Will and Don, came by and *I gave them my 

check for 33.32 my third of payment to Thomas for right of way for wires for telephone. They 

went over to see him and paid $100.00. Don Shuster asked us over to his house on the western 

hill for dinner. We went and his nice wife girl Helen had a fine Spanish rice dinner for us. Will 

Shuster his dad and his youngest son John Adams brought us home on their way back to Santa 

Fe at 8 oclock. 

 

 
708 Unknown. 
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September 30, 1946 To Santa Fe in the morning for ice & shopping. A notice by mail tells me 

that I am one of 100 artists invited to show a painting in the La Tausca Pearls709 advertising 

Exhibition 10 artists including Bohrod S[tuart]. Davis Speicher, Kroll were on the Com of 

selection.* Helen and I think that my “Nude Winter”710 will be a good selection as the Company 

giving the Ex and Prizes reserve the right of reproduction for any picture in the show on payment 

of $150.00. This seems too low a price for that exclusive privilege on any of my paintings. The 

nudes excepted for they need to be known better. On our way home we stopped over to see 

Bakos’s. Met a fine young ex flyer who was 1-1/2 years in German prison Camp Andy 

Anderson. After driving back to put away our ice we returned to Joes as Teresa had asked us to 

lunch. Andy had brought some small but very good trout. We had a good talk after lunch. Andy 

and I comparing opinions as to Socialism & Communism and Capitalism. He is not satisfied with 

things as they are but dont like socialism. 

 After leaving Bakos’ we came home. I fixed up frame for a 16x20 painting of an Indian 

ruin first found or *excavated about 23 years ago down Aqua Fria by the dry river bed I call it 

“Prehistoric Suburb Santa Fe”711. I presented it to Dr & Mrs Philip Travers who with the Bakos’s 

came to dinner in the evening. A pleasant evening. Mrs Travis is as is my Helen much younger 

than her husband. She is his assistant in his office. I put a card on the picture gift “To Dr & Mrs 

Travers whose care for Antiques saved the life of John Sloan”. Dr T. likes hunting and gave 

some interesting accounts of his experiences. He talks quite readily of his profession. Seems to 

 
709 La Tausca Pearls were a type of inexpensive and popular faux pearls 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richelieu_Inc.)  

710 Nude, Winter (private collection) Elzea 1146 

711 Prehistoric Suburbs, Santa Fe (private collection) Elzea 1099 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richelieu_Inc


411 
 

feel that it is not over the head of ordinary people. They were both surprised and pleased by the 

gift of the painting. Stayed until 11 oclock which Joe B. tells us is much latter than the doctor 

usually allows for evening affairs. 

 

October 1, 1946 We took our “constitutional” around the driveway this morning. Saw Joe B. on 

his way back from town. He has a hope that Dr Travers will speak to Burroughs manager of the 

Telephone Co, who is a patient of his, in the matter of our phone service. 

 In the afternoon while Helen was sunbathing I started a 20x24 panel in tempera 

underpainting712. I think I will be interested in carrying it on. 

 

October 2, 1946 Dentist 11 AM (--) Alfau 4.30 

 I visited the dentist this morning after which duty was performed we went to dinner at the 

La Fonda as Emma Davis’s guests along with the Bakos’s. A right good lunch at rather high 

prices. These are now prevalent in all directions. After that we stopped at Joe Reeds for an hour 

or more then went to see his paintings at the Art Museum. He is getting along but as he has not 

been influenced to imitate the modern fashion trends he is on a difficult but much higher road 

and progress is honest and slow. 

 Next we drove to the Alfau home up the creek they call Rio Santa Fe. Here we were 

pleased to find Hal Bynner and Bob Hunt. Gay and useful conversation and high balls made an 

afternoon run into evening. Leaving Alfaus we were asked to an extemporized supper at 
 

712 According to Elzea, Sloan is talking about Sunbather in the Moutains (1188). 
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Bynners. Here we were entertained until 1 AM. We drove back to “Sinagua” feeling that we had 

put in a very full day. 

 

October 3, 1946 This being the usual day after we were unable to do much but regret the loss of 

the day. Perhaps it is worth it - perhaps. 

 We treated ourselves to a nice shower-bath in the late afternoon. 

 After dinner in evening Joe Bakos came in and while he was here Gustave Baumann and 

his pretty daughter Ann drove out to see us. He is a good artist craftsman. We were admiring the 

collection of designs composed of various textiles being shown at the museum by Charlotte 

Davis713. They are so much more satisfying to me than paintings in the modern, horribly neat 

technique more textural aesthetic response in them. 

 

October 4, 1946 Drove to Santa Fe finished up with the Dentist and got ice and some groceries. 

Returning we went over to Joe Bakos’s. His new cistern is almost finished so that we are all 

happy for it is raining this morning. The road to the highway rather slippery. 

 After lunch at about 3 oclock Shuster came along to find out about the new Cooperative 

Electrification Meeting at Cerillos. At about 4 oclock we started, all in my car Joe driving. We 

stopped at Miss Calvin’s ranch and a crew man and rancher named Trig and his sister asked us to 

come to Cerillos with them. There is no restaurant in town we are informed. They have bought 

an old stone 3 story hotel once “Green’s” a remnant of the old prosperous days. It has 32 rooms 
 

713 Unknown. 
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and will take a lot of work to make it really comfortable. They gave us a nice dinner pot luck 

they called it. As we were finishing the members of the Coop began to arrive. Mr McCraw and 

his wife a school teacher here for 30 years Mr Thornburg treasurer, Mrs Calvin an attractive thin 

woman their daughter, other members and three engineers representing 3 companies who want 

the job of mapping and installing our first 100 miles of service. Mr Pendleton head of his own 

“Southwestern Engineers” was very alluring offering to charge not a cent if the plan did not go 

through. The U.S. govts R.E.A. Rural Elect Admins advances the money and keeps an eye on the 

work. These men seemed to think we can get members easily enough altho there are only 75 so 

far. The meeting left the directors to choose the engineering Co. We got home about 11.30 - very 

tired! 

 

October 5, 1946 We walked over to Joes hill west of us, ten minutes only, and got our car which 

he had taken last night. His own car has a battery difficulty. We walked around and around our 

house for further exercise. I worked on the “Sunbather”714 picture quite a problem. 

 

October 6, 1946 In the evening we went with the Bakos’s to dinner at the home of Dr Travers 

south of town. Clouds were gathering over the mountains E. and W. and by the time we drove 

(rather Joe B. drove) back home the off highway road was a muddy job. We had a fine dinner 

with doves he Dr T. had shot. We had “spoon bread” a Southern dish my first taste of it, very 

good. The rain was quite heavy. It will furnish water for Joes new cistern. 

 
714 Sunbather in the Mountains (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1188 
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October 7, 1946 A beautiful clear day. The aspen leaves which have for the past week or two 

made the mountain side dazzling gold have been torn from the trees and left the mountains snow 

capped. 

 I worked a while in the morning on the “Sunbather. After lunch we went to town and 

picked up Joe Reed (Ann couldnt go on acc of --- Patty). He drove in my car to the old town of 

Cerillos on the AT&S.F. RR about 25 miles Southwest. We stopped near there and made some 

poor attempts to sketch at least thats what all 3 of us said and I know I spoke truth! 

 We enjoyed driving through and around seeing the old Green hotel where we had the 

coop meeting last Friday night. It is very picturesque in the day light. Other old stone and dobe 

houses in semi decay and interesting types of populace. We enjoyed the ride and the vast 

stretches of plain with the Cerillos Hills and Ortiz Mountains. A lovely Autumn day. Back to 

J.R.s house in Santa Fe where Ann asked us to supper. They are nice young people with every 

financial comfort and yet so kind and friendly. We drove back to Sinagua in bright moonlight. 

 

October 8, 1946 After breakfast Helen and I walked around the house on the driveway six laps. 

The day was clear and cook 33o at 7 oclock but the sun was warm as it always is here in New 

Mexico. 

 I painted some on the large “Sunbather” and then at Helens suggestion I took a 20”x26” 

panel and cut it to 18”x26”715 for the purpose of trying to get something out of my sketch made 

 
715 Elzea says that Sloan is referring to Gateway to Cerrillo (1187) 
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near Cerillos yesterday. I got at it in tempera and it may perhaps come through although I may 

find it necessary to make another trip to refresh my memory. 

 

October 9, 1946 A beautiful day with the most magnificent cloud parade I can remember. After 

lunch we suddenly decided to take a ride down to Cerillos or rather about 2 miles Scant of there 

so that I --- might get another look at my subject along the Cerillos highway. 

 We enjoyed the ride very much. Helen drove the Cerillos road both ways. 

 The beautiful clouds of the day were still hovering overhead in the evening so that we 

were unable to see a meteoric display announced for 8 oclock. Perhaps glimpses might have been 

possible, but we did not care to stay out in the cool of night. I hope that the pastel notes that I 

made on the panel, which I had started in tempera, will be of help in its finish. 

 

October 10, 1946 Worked on the panel “The way to Cerillos”716. I have introduced 3 artists at 

work in the broad foreground Joe Reed, left, John Sloan center right, Helen Farr Sloan right 

above. The work is still in tempera.  

 I decided to release a few hundred gallons of our precious water from the West tank this 

afternoon. Leaving as we do in eleven days we will of course have plenty for the season. I will 

let several hundred gallons flow away from the East tank before we go. 

 
716 Gateway to Cerrillos (private collection) Elzea 1187 
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 We have had the oil heater in the studio lighted for three nights past. The weather is 

getting cooler today beautifully clear and sunny. The air cool the sun warm. We walked around 

the house together. I did a mile. 

 

October 11, 1946 Went to town for ice & provisions stopped in at the Gas Co and got a promise 

that they would go ahead on getting the gas pipes & heaters into our little house in the garden at 

314 Garcia St. 

 Painted a long while on the Gateway to Cerillos painting which Joe Bakos liked when he 

stopped in with Teresa for a short time. 

 

October 12, 1946 Joe Reeds came in the afternoon. The feature of the day was a large gathering 

from 5 to 7 PM at Miss Amelia Eliz. Whites where cocktails, highballs and a nice group of 

eatables were much appreciated by her friends. We met many of our friends Alice Corbin 

(Henderson) was quite friendly, “Peaches” Van Stone (Meyer)717 told me that her mother owns 

some old properties in Cerillos! They, her father & mother, lived there back in ‘80’s or ‘90’s. 

 We came home, Helen driving, feeling quite high! 

 There Helen made a nice dinner for Shusters Don & his Helen, Will and Sami. Later T. 

Thomas came in talk over the road matter. He suggested renting a powerful road building 

machine at $10 an hour. He says that he can operate it himself but this might be a very expensive 

 
717 Unknown. 
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operation. After all I am not owner of more than 999 feet on the road. Shuster Bakos and Thomas 

are holders of land that could be sold to advantage sometime in the future. 

 

October 13, 1946 Worked on the Sunbather picture during the day. 

 Joe & Teresa stopped by on their way back to their hill. They spent the night in Santa Fe 

after Miss Whites party. 

 In the evening we went to Don Shusters homestead to a dinner with Beefsteaks! Very 

hard to get these days. They bought Dons mother, Helen out from her home in S.F. We had not 

seen her this summer. With her one leg she is pretty brave and lonely too. Divorced Will Shuster 

about 10 years or more ago. 

 

October 14, 1946 Early with Helen to Santa Fe where I left H. at Miss Whites Youth Center. I 

drove to the State Court House and met Shuster, Bakos, also Mr Perrin and Tom Thomas. We 

made our request for surfacing our road of the County Road Commissioners. After some talk 

without much encouragement we went to see Governor Dempsey. He was most friendly called in 

the New Road Commissioner and seemed to tell him to do anything he could to put the 2-1/2 

miles from the highway to our private road into good condition. A suggestions that we get the 

owners of property along this stretch which we call Tono Point Road to sign an easement for the 

right of way. 
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 I went to leave Shuster at his home then met Helen at our 314 Garcia St. house. We found 

the gas company working in the little house in the garden. Miss Schlater now living in the large 

house had let them have the key. We brought some paintings from the store room in the studio. 

 We had lunch at the DeVargas hotel with Mae Larsen. Stopped at Clossons garage and 

left an order for them to send a man 11 A.M. Monday to put up the car for the winter. 

 Stopped at the Art Museum to arrange for “Happy” Rodriguez718 to pack my paintings of 

this summer along with Helens for shipment to New York. 

 Back to “Sinagua” after a busy day. 

 

October 15, 1946 Worked several hours today on the “Sunbather”. I repainted the figure in 

monochrome tempera as the color temp. underpainting first essayed turned into confusion and 

opacity. I think that Ill get a better chance out of this start. 

 A letter from Sam Golden says that Guy duBois suggests a book of essays against the 

modern fashions in art which are now so hysterical and critics and museums are lining up for it. 

But as D.B. says great art is not hysterical. I am asked to write something for the collection. But I 

dont think I will agree. The great art goes on like the water under the earth always its there if we 

dig under the surface we find it. 

 

 
718 Museum handyman. Cannot find dates. 
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October 16, 1946 We went to town and took a viga end to the wood yard to have it cut into 

blocks for the storage of our car next Monday. We visited 314 Garcia St. and saw that the gas 

piping had been installed in the little house in the yard. 

 After we came back to “Sinagua” and had our lunch we took a trip about 1/2 mile East on 

our road and dug up some young chamisa bushes and brought them back and planted them near 

our driveway in places that are close to the drainage during rains. Hope that they catch and grow 

 Helen called up the local express and ordered them to collect our trunk and take it to the 

Santa Fe RR station on Sat. 

 

October 17, 1946 Worked a while on the “Sunbather” but will have to let it go as is until it gets 

to New York. We packed our paints and brushes and Helen was busy getting rugs aired and 

sunned and packing the trunk. 

 I installed our “Winter Smoke” on the chimney on the roof this morning. It consists of a 

stout wire running down the chimney with a coiled end covered loosely with black fly screen. It 

swings in the breezes. 

 In the evening Joe & Teresa B. dropped in and I was pleased to find him liking the 

“Sunbather”. They had noticed that our “smoke” was flying and said that it made them sad. We 

had it on the roof both last winter and the one before. The weather is so beautiful now that we 

will not experience the embarrassment we felt 2 years ago when an early snow draped the 

“smoke” and in a few hours icicles were hanging from it! The illusion can also be spoiled by 

perching birds! 
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October 18, 1946 Today we went to town and were chagrined by having a little box containing 

Helen’s typewriter refused by the Express co. the reason “nothing accepted for New York. A 

trucking strike719 is on. 

 *We took my 12 paintings made this season to the Art Museum and arranged with Happy 

Rodriguez to pack and ship them. We paid him $12.00. I have done more work this year than any 

for several past. Beside the 12 I have done two portraits of Helen one is to be expressed to me in 

New York from the Albuquerque Fair and the other is in the Art Alliance Ex in Phila. I am afraid 

that all this looked/booked?? for express shipment will be delayed by the N.Y. strike!  

 We stopped at Joe Reeds and arranged with Ann to have Joe help me put away the 

Plymouth Monday. A beautiful day sirrus[sic] clouds at midday but not a cloud in the evening. 

The sunset like a deep blue rhinded watermelon with the red at the edge of the mountains. 

 Helen has thoroughly cleaned the whole house. We both had shower baths to match. 

 

October 19, 1946 We were up early and attending to the last details of closing Sinagua. The ex 

from town called early for our trunk and package of paints etc. Helen busy getting things into 

cartons. About 10.30 Joe Bakos came to help taking out the pump & gas engine from the West 

tank house. He then helped store it and tools and linen and other precious things under the back 

kitchen which makes a good cache in case of theives[sic] visiting the place. We also have hidden 

 
719 Not much information available about a trucking strike in NYC at this time. However, it is mentioned 
in “Decisions of the Comptroller General of the United States,” volume 26 (June 1, 1946-June 30, 1947), 
page 280.  
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closets behind paintings. Paintings seem to be safe from the hands of the robbers at least while 

the house has been entered 4 times they have never taken a painting! Reverence for Art? 

 We went over to Joes for dinner about 12.30 and young ex aviator German prisoner 

Sandy720 --- was there. Teresa made us a fine dinner with lamb chops. All meat is precious these 

days with prices soaring since President Truman took off the price control meat has begun to 

come out from hiding! At four oclock we stopped at Sinagua got out baggage and said good bye 

for this year. To town and went to the hotel where we have a room for 2 days. At dinner Joe & 

Teresa came in, also Mae Larsen and after we all went to our room and had an evenings chat. Joe 

contributed a bottle of good brandy. 

 

October 20, 1946 Glorious globular glamor 

 Rested this morning at the DeVargas hotel then with Mae L. we went to dinner at Helen 

Shuster Sr. home on Monte Sol Camino stopping at Eckerts to say good bye. We had a grand 

spaghetti feed at Helens then back to hotel to dress for evening at Nino Oteros home. A large 

gathering which fell off later to the “family” and singing around the piano. Bergeres, 

Mendenhalls, Kinneys Talented girl Dolores --- Joe & Teresa Bakos Shuster without Selma. 

Back at the Hotel Joe & Teresa sat with us for a farewell hour. 

 

October 21, 1946 Today we are to leave for New York 

 
720 Unknown. 
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 Up early and went to Joe Reeds picked him up and then drove our Plymouth to the rear of 

314 Garcia where we assisted by Clossons man put the car away for the winter. 

 Will and Selma (Sami) Shuster came to Joes and in his car we went to lunch at De Vargas 

restaurant. 

 *A letter from Miss Kraushaar says that Dartmouth will purchase $1300. in paintings 

drawings and etchings from the Ex. shown there this summer! 

 We went to the Reeds for supper, before which Helen posed for Joe for a couple of hours. 

He liked this Im sure for he got a good sketch or “start” with nice selection of her head. She 

poses very well and Joe is an earnest student works hard in spite of the fact that he has a fat 

income from Kansas farm lands. I believe he will go far if he persists. He shuns all following of 

the fads of today. 

 Reed took us to the Bus at about 7 PM. and we soon were on our way through the night 

to Lamy and the AT&SF. train to Chicago. A happy five months over and 14 works painted (one 

a drawing) more work than I have done out here for any year lately. Helen made about 40 small 

landscapes & some self portraits. 

 

October 22, 1946 A day of rest on the train in a comfortable compartment. The AT&SF road 

bed is very good. Helen prepared three nice meals on her little “Heatub” vest pocket stove and 

we enjoyed our privacy of over 30 hours. 

---------------------------- 
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 Its a long road back through the creative Art of Mankind. The modern Movement (so 

called) is leading the artist along that road making experiments in the many points of view of the 

artists of the world of the past. These echoes in contemporary work will give us a new healthy 

set of roots transplanted to grow in our time. The degenerate art period of the 19th Century is 

being exposed and discarded, a growth diseased and rotted. Beneath the surface of this 

degenerate growth there were however many healthy roots Delacroix Daumier Ingres our own 

Eakins and some almost unknown. 

*Florsheim Shoes from Pflegers in Santa Fe fit fine! 

Inside markings  38-3 762453 3 Ped-Flex 

    2304   Process 

 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 There once was a gent in Toledo 

 Who was cursed by an urgent libido 

 But he ne’er found a maid 

 Who was’nt afraid 

 Of his over-developed Torpedo 

  

 There was a young maid who expected 
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 When she saw that his sweet thing erected 

 But between you and me 

 He just wanted to pee 

 And the poor girl became most dejected 

 

October 23, 1946 Arrived very early in Chicago and at once went to the Union Station for the 

N.Y. Central Train waited there and the Biesels and Miss Strain came and treated us to a second 

breakfast. We were glad to have an hour or so with them. Fred Biesel has a teaching job. Frances 

is running exhibitions at the University, Renaissance gallery and is very interested in the works. 

Our train for New York left about 11 AM. We had a “drawing room” (could not get 

compartment) quite roomy but on the last car of the train and the road bed of the N.Y.C. Lake 

shore is very bad jolting and jerking all afternoon. We turned into our berths early and slept with 

a steady subconciousness[sic] of being knocked around. 

 

October 24, 1946 Arrived early around 7 AM in N.Y.C and by taxi to the Chelsea Hotel and our 

apartment & studio which we found in good order but dusty of course. 

 The housekeeper sent a very efficient colored house man who put the place in good shape 

in about 4 hours. 

 Bill Bomar came in from his studio across the hallway and we were glad to see him. 

Later we went over and had some sherry with him and Helen asked him to dine with us but he 
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insisted on fetching over a lot of chopped steak and green peas so that he provided most of the 

very good dinner. 

 After dinner “Dr Charles” & Mrs Chas Farr with Helens brother Dr Hollon Farr and his 

nice wife Ann came to welcome us home. We had a good evening with them. Young “Brud” and 

his wife are looking for an apartment but without success for the housing situation here is bad as 

it is all over the U.S. 

 

October 25, 1946 Helen went for 10 oclock engagement with the dentist. 

 After making our lunch Helen went up town and saw the Ex of paintings in “Pepsi Cola” 

competition (I submitted one that was refused). 

 In the afternoon an artist John K. Cunningham721 phoned and afterward called to ask me 

to write a reference for him as a teacher of art. He says that he was in my class at the Art 

Students League, I didnt remember him. He showed me some rather trivial specimens of his 

work. I told him I’d write something and mail it to him. 

 

October 26, 1946 Our baggage arrived from Santa Fe today. Helen went out shopping and 

brought home two fine new tobacco pipes for me. I brought myself to throw away four old ones. 

I hate to part with them! 

 
721 Possibly John Cunningham (1904-2004) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/John_Cunningham/88580/John_Cunningham.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/John_Cunningham/88580/John_Cunningham.aspx
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 I have just finished reading “Citizen Tom Paine” by Howard Fast722 a wonderful book the 

life a very great man the father of the American Revolution who gave to Jefferson a name for 

this country “The united states of America”. The sad ending of this great life of a great leader of 

“little people” was something I had never read about. 

 

October 27, 1946 Today I read another of Howard Fast’s books “Freedom Road”723 a splendid 

reminder of the vile political treatment of the Emancipated? Negro. These two books of Fast’s 

have been to me a great experience. I hope that millions of our youth have or will read them. 

 

October 28, 1946 Ballot from Am. Inst. Arts & Letters arrived today I voted for Davey, Zorach, 

F.L. Wright, St. Davis and K.H. Miller. Painters at work on our bedroom & Living room. Helen 

went out and bought varnish for the floors. 

 The Santa Fe ex scooped from the upper strata of American painting is yet representative 

of what is being done with U.S. 

 A decreased interest in life - with reason? 

 

 
722 Howard Fast (1914-2003), novelist and television writer. Citizen Tom Paine is a fictionalized 
biography of Thomas Paine, published in 1943. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Fast)  

723 Freedom Road is based on the true story of Gideon Jackson, a former slave who became a U.S. 
Senator after the Civil War (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_Road)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Fast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_Road
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October 29, 1946 The painters at work, they seem to be on a 6 hour day but they finished by 4 

oclock and we are painted in as the floors wont dry for several hours. We are living in the 

kitchen & bath room (painted last winter by Helen). 

 Helen went out and dropped in to Gimbols[sic] Dept Store where she saw the paintings 

property of Major Bowles of the radio lately *deceased. Among them my picture “Spring 

Planting”* (Greenwich Village)724. They are to be sold at auction Thursday. We called Miss 

Kraushaar and told her. We agreed to buy in the picture with her for as high as $1450.00. She 

will attend the sale. 

 X.J. Barile called on us in the late afternoon. He has found no studio as yet but he is 

always the same kindly fellow. 

 By night the bedroom floor is dry enough for us to use our bed, and we are tired. Helen 

cleaned all the kitchen storage places and appurtenances. 

 

October 30, 1946 A dull day with me “just worryin” about my talk in Phila. tomorrow. 

 The freshly varnished floors confine us to bedroom kitchen and bathroom. 

 

October 31, 1946 Helen kept me quietly in bed this morning resting for our trip to Philadelphia. 

We left on 1 o’clock train in parlor car seats and in an hour & 1/2 arrived. The old city has 

changed much in the growth of large buildings but the flavor or age remained. The “down town” 

 
724 Spring Planting, Greenwich Village (Columbus Museum of Art) Elzea 227 
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section is crowded with automobiles and the streets are very narrow. We went to Rittenhouse 

Square and the Art Alliance. It was about 3 PM and we were shown to a nice little bedroom 

where I was left to rest from the trip! Helen went into the gallery after 4 oclock later I looked 

over the Santa Fe show which looks average for these wierd[sic] and yet very healthy days in art 

products. 

 My sister Marianna turned up in a new hat and dress! Eleanor Sloan my cousin and Sarah 

Starr daughter of my fathers sister Agnes also were there. J.F. Lewis president of the Art Al. was 

there also. Mr Clifford of the Philadelphia Museum pleased me by turning up. A Mrs Musser725 

introduced me and I talked for about an hour and seemed to entertain the audience of about 150 

or more. I regretted the growth of old Santa Fe. Spoke of the influence of the Modern movement 

reaching that place. Of the, in the long run, wholesome result of that movement. Of the many 

imitators. Of the few important leaders in the movement. I spoke of my low opinion of the Phila 

Museums big canvas a triangle of nudes by Cezanne, waste of space, etc. Mr. Clifford afterward 

chided me on this point. Helen feels that the talk went very well and was well done. We came 

back to N.Y on a 9 PM train after a supper with a dozen at table. 

 

November 1, 1946 Helen went out on errands leaving me luxuriating in bed. While she was out 

the frame I had ordered from Toberoff 15 W. 9th arrived and looks quite well on the “Nude, 

Winter” which goes to the invited La Tausca Pearl Ex. Of course it will not be considered for 

Prize awards but if they show it as would be implied by invitation Ill be satisfied. 

 
725 A Mrs. Charles S. Musser is mentioned in the Feburary 14 1938 issue of Philadelphia Art News 
(http://tapasproject.org/philadelphiaartnews/files/philadelphia-art-news-vol-1-no-8)  

http://tapasproject.org/philadelphiaartnews/files/philadelphia-art-news-vol-1-no-8
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 I napped again after lunch and wakened about 4 oclock to be reminded by Helen that we 

had thought of going to Mrs Glackens annual showing of W.J.G’s paintings in the parlors of her 

home at 10 W. 9th St. We dressed and went down there to find a large gathering of Ediths 

friends some of them old friends of mine. First Everett Shinn who will reach his 70th year in a 

few days and who looks very spry indeed. Mary F. Roberts, Wallace Morgan Guy Pene du Bois, 

Edw. Hopper. Walter & Magda Pach Mrs Johnson widow of a N.Y. World man who was so 

often with our group at Mouquins Sixth Ave in the old days. Ira Glackens who so often figures in 

Glackens paintings now living in the country place he owns. 

 The exhibition, among the bright colored works there was one old sketch portrait of 

George B. Luks, whose brother Bill was also present. There were mild cocktails and sandwiches 

and tea and the exhibition had its beautiful effect of paintings in a house. I am glad that we 

attended we enjoyed it. Home we rode by taxi. 

 

November 2, 1946 Helen encourages me to keep to bed this morning and I seemed to need little 

of the same. 

 We went uptown and at 4.45 P.M. we arrived at 20 W 58 St726 where we expected to see 

the exhibition of paintings by John (Dobroski) Graham727 but we found a small notice “closed” 

 
726 Research indicates that Pinacotheca Gallery was located here at one point. Pinacotheca changed hands 
and became the Rose Fried Gallery in the 1940s. Rose Fried’s obituary states that the gallery was located 
on 68th street, which the map locating Pinacotheca confirms 
(http://www.nycartspaces.com/gallery_history.php#point3) 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1970/07/22/archives/rose-fried-74-dies-art-gallery-owner.html?_r=0).  

727 John D. Graham (1887-1961), Russian-American modernist painter 
(http://www.phillipscollection.org/research/american_art/bios/graham-bio.htm)  

http://www.nycartspaces.com/gallery_history.php#point3
http://www.nytimes.com/1970/07/22/archives/rose-fried-74-dies-art-gallery-owner.html?_r=0
http://www.phillipscollection.org/research/american_art/bios/graham-bio.htm
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so we took the opportunity to walk up Fifth Ave along the Park to 74th St where we asked to 

dinner at the “folks”. We were early of course. Later “Brud” (Dr Hollon Farr) and his wife Anne 

returned from the football game and we had a good dinner with roast leg of lamb and many other 

accessories. Brud & Ann are still looking for an apartment but like thousands of returned service 

men they have little luck. 

 Brud drove Helen and me home in Dr Farrs car. 

 

November 3, 1946 Another morning and most of afternoon I spent in bed encouraged by Helen 

who says that she feels Im better off there while she is cleaning up washing ironing and putting 

the studio into shape. 

 

November 4, 1946 In bed late reading. 

 After lunch I took a walk up 8th Ave as far as 31st Street Passing 29th St West I always 

give a remembering glance down to 317. Petitpas is still there but of course what Im 

remembering is old dear J.B. Yeats. No events of any importance. 

 

November 5, 1946 After lunch Bard the manager of the Chelsea brought up a couple of lawyer 

friends of his to perhaps buy a painting but while I and Helen brought out some for a half hour 

we found that their ideas as to prices were quite moderate. So they left. I suppose never to return! 

I took a walk again today up 8th Ave and back 7th a nice cool day with sunshine. We hear that 

there have been heavy snows in Denver some 26 inches. Suppose Santa Fe had a share. 
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 Election Day But as we are unable to register not being in N.Y.C during those days we 

are unable to vote. There is danger of Republican reactionaries getting control of Congress which 

will be unfortunate. 

 In the evening went to a “Boo Dewey” (my title) gathering of a few progressives at the 

apartment of Mr & Mrs Ralph Abercrombie on W. 12th St where the radio gave us election 

returns while we sipped highballs and found out that the majority of the people of US “wanted a 

change”. The hope we have is that the Rep. congress will bungle things so that by 1948 the Dem 

party (the better of two evils) will be returned. We were all “left wingers” and some pretty 

extreme left I realized. 

 A Mr Kyle728 & wife interested me as his family comes from the neighborhood of Lock 

Haven Pa my birthplace. 

 Mr & Mrs Foss we met him before, nice people he has a ready wit agree with me as to 

the international and national well being of the Roman Church. I hear that one of the Mielziner729 

boys has been converted by Msgr Sheean! We left at 2 AM a pleasant evening with bad news. 

Events must run their course. Some day we will become almost human. 

 

November 6, 1946 Helen went marketing and while she was away her typewriter which we 

boxed for express in Santa Fe arrived. 

 
728 Unknown. 

729 Jo Mielziner (1901-1976) stage set and lighting designer on Broadway 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jo_Mielziner). Reportedly was converted to Catholicism by Bishop Fulton 
J. Sheen (1895-1979). (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fulton_J._Sheen)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jo_Mielziner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fulton_J._Sheen
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 I do not seem inclined to get to work as yet and am a little depressed by this condition. 

Helen however is working steadily not painting but dress making starting several projects. She 

cut out and finished a pair of “Calzones” Mexican trousers for my comfort made of a beautiful 

wine red woolen goods. 

 Dr Hollon Farr Helens brother now with a skin and cancer hospital with [h]is nice girl 

wife Anne came to dine with us and Helen prepared a nice meal. We talked after dinner and they 

went home about 11 oclock. We of the “family” know now that they expect to become parents in 

the next few months. We wish them happiness. 

 The election returns from New Mexico are not yet in and Chavez and Pat Hurley are 

running close with 1/4 of precincts to be heard from. I hope that Hurley who tangled up the U.S. 

in the Chinese war is beaten in the race for senator of NM where he is an arrant “Carpet bagger”. 

 

November 7, 1946 A. Kraushaar called on phone and said that the two lawyers who came to 

look at my work a few days ago had come to the K. gallery and bought a painting by another 

artist and 2 or 3 etchings of mine. (We had advised them to try shopping at the Gallery). 

 In the afternoon I had an interesting visit from a girl grown woman now who posed for 

several portraits long ago 1910 and later 1913. Since then she has been married four times a son 

by the first husband is now married divorced and married again! Her original name Yolande 

Bugbee. The names since (1)----(2)----(3) 18 years Miller) (4)H.A.F. Siewertz van Reesema. The 

last was stricken by a stroke 1-1/2 years ago. The Miller years were the happiest. Well we 

showed her four of the old portraits of her girlhood as she had written that she would like to buy 

one. But when it came to the price she was overcome! Even $500 for the more sketchy one was 
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more than she could afford. Helen told me afterward that she had a pair of earrings on worth 

$3000.00 or more bracelet of Diamonds and star sapphires! But it would be her first picture 

purchase and people with money cant easily be brought to regard paintings by living U.S. artists 

as valuable. She interested and amused us and was still the high strung, lively, gay girl 30 years 

older but still like a wild bird. 

 

November 8. 1946 Helen Rosine730 86 W 3 frames 10.30 

 After breakfast after an appointment made yesterday on the phone I went downtown to 

visit 3rd St which by the way is new to me since the admission of daylight to its dingy houses by 

removal of the elevated railway structure. Climbing rickety old stairs at No. 86 I found Miss 

Rosine on the top floor in a big house top area room with central sky light. (She posed for me 

about 12 years ago). She wanted me to consider buying some frames but I found them too large 

for any thing that I have need of framing. She is sculpturing now and works on a very large 

scale. The room had some draped work and some hollow piece molds. She then took me out and 

to a little store on the next street where she takes portrait photos and has one of her large figures 

in plaster. I thought it very good. A large nude dancing negress beautiful in action grace and 

body it is not finished. I agreed to come again in about a month to look at it again. I would like 

Walter Pach to form an estimate of it. 

 In the afternoon Helen went out shopping. 

 

 
730 Model. Dates Unknown. 



434 
 

November 9, 1946 The morning I spent reading in bed while Helen went out looking for 

“Presdwood” to make panels. 

 *A letter from Yolande S. van R enclosing a check 500 for which I am supposed to sell 

her (not the painting Yoland in Blue731 for which I asked 500 but the larger 26x32 “Yolande 

Singing”732 on which I quoted $1500. I sent the check back and told her that I would sell her 

Singing for $1000 special price. 

 About 5 PM Howard Patterson & wife called on us and we talked about pictures and 

possible sales. He is a deliberate rather solemn talker. They have been away all summer. He 

painting. He has withdrawn from the Pochapin “Hall of Art” an art fiasco. We both thought that 

it might result in more pictures good & bad being sold, but Mr R soon took no work that was not 

what he thought saleable. They asked us to dine with them next Saturday. 

 

November 10, 1946 In the evening Cecil (Spike) Bell and Agatha came in to see us. As our 

Express from Santa Fe has not yet arrived we had no new work to show them. We talked over 

our summer in Santa Fe and theirs on Staten Island at their terraced home overlooking N.Y 

Harbor. A wonderful location. They are extraordinarily lucky to have such a home. 

 

November 11, 1946 This morning we had Gladys Eilo pose for us this morning. We were 

drawing and both of us rather “rusty” in this important direction. In the afternoon I got at the 

 
731 Yolande in Blue (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1221 

732 Yolande Singing (private collection) Elzea 163 
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portrait of Helen in Red painted in Santa Fe and sent to N.Y. at the end of the N.M. State Fair. I 

am making changes in the surroundings of the figure, using tempera to underpaint my changes. 

 Late in the afternoon Billy Bomar came across the hall from his studio and sat for 1/2 

hour. 

 

November 12, 1946 Working on “Helen in Red” dress, hope it will be improved. 

 Helen out shopping went to a store having War su[r]plus goods but only found one or two 

items that we could use. 

 In the afternoon Ira Moskowitz and his wife and little girl came in by arrangement and 

we enjoyed his enthusiasm as usual. He says his Publishers (Dutton) are much pleased that I 

have agreed to write a preface for it. It will have text by John Collier sometime head of the 

Indian Bureau of Government. Sixty of Ira’s lithographs and some 150 drawings. 

 

November 13, 1946 We worked from Miss Eilo this morning making drawings. I believe Helen 

got the best results. After lunch Helen went out to leave our spot heater to be repaired. This 

useful piece of studio equipment puts a spot of electric warmth on the model on chilly days. I 

sawed up two sheets of “Presdwood” to sizes convenient to carry up stairs to the studio. Helen 

gave Miss Eilo a fitting for a green woolen dress which she is making as a gift to Gladys who is 

much pleased with it. 
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November 14, 1946 Helen went shopping for supplies leaving me resting in bed & reading. 

When I got up I was working in the studio on “Helen in Red” but when she returned with a letter 

from Yolande S. van R. sending her check back and saying that she would take the $500 picture 

“Yolande in Blue”. So I got at that picture making some slight improvements (in tempera so that 

there would be no future difference in the changes). I had years ago considered this painting in 

the unfinished class. Helen is busy dressmaking these days. 

 

November 15, 1946 The portrait of Helen in Blue summer dress with Albuquerque Mountain 

distance arrived by Ex from Art Alliance in Phila today. 

 Walter Pach came in at about 5 P.M. He hoped to see my summers work but it has not yet 

arrived by Ex. from Santa Fe. 

 I dont think he cares much for the two portraits of Helen “H in Red “H in Blue733” which 

are here. 

 

November 16, 1946 Tinkered all day with “Yoland in Blue” and portrait of “Helen in Red” 

repainting in tempera for changes. 

 Voted in 5 members of the La Tosca Pearl exhibition invited artists of whom I am one 

voted for myself, DuBois, Marsh, R. Soyer and Evergood. The jurors will be out of competition 

for prizes of course. What difference! 

 
733 Probably Helen in Blue and Yellow (Annie Halenbake Ross Library) Elzea 1183 
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 Franz Kline734 an artist with a Mrs. Bachman called to have me sign a copy of “Gist of 

Art”. 

 In evening to dine with Howard Patterson on Irving Place nice little top floor apartment 

not to[sic] small either. He showed us many of his paintings and my idea of his work was much 

improved. Some old interiors and some out door work this summer. He has an idea for childrens 

pictures which I think should be a money maker. 

  

November 17, 1946 Dr & Mrs Farr to lunch and they stayed until after 4 oclock. We then 

dressed and went across the hall to tea with Bill BoMarch 

 

November 18, 1946 Tinkering day! on Portrait of Barbara in red & gold house dress735 with 

brush in hand. After lunch Helen went uptown to see some of the gallery exhibitions. When she 

came home she reported nothing of any consequence to be found in her visits. 

 I wrote to Yolande and asked her if she could pick up the painting of “Yolande in Blue”. 

 Three packages with pictures from J. Bakos arrived by express from Santa Fe. 

 

November 19, 1946 *To the Annual Meeting of the National Academy of Arts and Letters at 

their beautiful home on W. 155th Street. Walter Damrosch Pres. in the chair Van Wyck Brooks 

 
734 Franz Kline (1910-1962) Abstraction expressionist painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz_Kline)  

735 Barbara in Red and Gold (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1057 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz_Kline
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Secy. A business meeting followed by a Luncheon to which some Members of the Nat. Inst. of A 

and L. were invited. Damrosch is growing old most happily after 2 cocktails before lunch he 

broke into song which I felt was a classical substitute for “Sweet Adeline”. Helen came to the 

lunch. We sat with Mr & Mrs. Stuart Chase736 and Chas Hopkinson737 the very good portrait 

painter of Boston who is now using tempera underpainting and is most interested in the 

technique. Van Wyck Brooks was most cordial. There were many present unknown to me. 

Eugene Higgins looks hale & hearty. Manship the sculptor - Not more than 20 members of the 

Academy were at their meeting. 

 *After we came home Hermon Moore738 curator of the Whitney Museum came to select a 

picture of mine for the coming Ex. Decided on Gladys & Black Cat which pleased me as it is 

very recent. Showed him a painting of Bill Bomar’s but he said he had seen the ex of Bills work 

and thought he should “stew a little longer” which means mature, I suppose. Strange how these 

curators have such wisdom? 

 

November 22, 1946 We drew from Miss Eilo in the morning and Helen invited her to stay to 

lunch with us. She enjoyed it very much. We think that she is not very well fed. 

 After lunch Miss Barbara Woodward of LeRoy N.Y. came in and showed me some very 

good landscapes some with bird life. She says that she painted 50 sketches this summer and they 

 
736 Possibly economist Stuart Chase (1888-1985)? (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuart_Chase)  

737 Charles Hopkinson (1869-1962) portrait and landscape painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Hopkinson)  

738 Hermon Moore, painter/curator at the Whitney. See Grove Encyclopedia of American Art, Volume 1 
(2011 edition), 516. Cannot find dates. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuart_Chase
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Hopkinson
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are really quite worth while. I feel that if she continues to work hard she will achieve a high 

grade of work. 

 Of course she has money which is often a hindrance but unless she makes the wrong kind 

of marriage she has a good chance. She is about 25 years old. 

 She selected two of my paintings and left us a check for $600.00. One is a painting of 

head and arms of Yosene Kerr739 done about 17 years ago another was a swamp in Gloucester 

with a black & white cow740. 

 Helen thinks that while the price was not great that Barbara likes them very much. At any 

rate it was quite sufficient. I made a start of a portrait741 of her some 5 years ago which was not 

finished as her mother didnt like it. 

 

November 23, 1946 This morning I walked up to 44th St & 5th Ave to see Dr Roman our 

dentist. An ache in my upper left jaw was found to be a tooth, which after a couple of jabs with a 

needle, I left forever. 

 Helen met me at the dentists and we went home together and soon she had a lunch ready 

for us. 

 X.J. Barile to see us later in the afternoon and he watched while I toned a frame for one 

of the paintings Miss Woodward selected yesterday. He had with him several small paintings of 

 
739 Girl in Reverie (Yosene) (location/owner unknown) Elzea 872 

740 The Swamp Cow, Gloucester (location/owner unknown) Elzea 573 

741 Barbara Woodward (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1103 
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his own. We bought one of them for 75.00 a very nice Florida scene with a palm tree in the 

foreground. His landscapes are honest and fine in color free from fads of the moment. 

 Helen got ready 3 packages for Miss Whites Childrens Center Santa Fe. Working a while 

tempera alterations on Yolande “Singing”. Boxed 2 pictures for Barbara Woodward for express. 

 

November 24, 1946 Late in afternoon Clare Dieman742 sculptor whom we met in Santa Fe & 

lately in Phila. came with her friend Grace John743 a very charming artist about 50 years well 

preserved and well dressed and clever. They spent an hour with us and enjoyed looking at some 

of my works. Mrs Dieman bought a copy of “Gist of Art”. 

 

November 25, 1946 We worked from Gladys this morning trying our luck at painting for a 

change. I have a start in tempera that is promising I hope. Helen gets further along than I do in 3 

hours. After lunch I went on working at the tempera underpainting while Helen went up town 

bearing my “Nude and Black Cat” up to Hayes Storage Co for the La Tosca Pearl Exhibition. 

She stopped in at Kraushaars where G. du Bois has an ex. She gave adverse report on a nude of 

his and in other things he has a sort of clothing dummy quality. 

 
742 Cannot find dates. 

743 Grace Spaulding John (1890-1972), painter and printmaker 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Grace_Spaulding/4463/Grace_Spaulding.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Grace_Spaulding/4463/Grace_Spaulding.aspx
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 Helen also visited the Laurel gallery opened recently by a Chris Ritter744 on 57th St on a 

second floor good neighborhood for Art. She was favorably impressed by him. He is a returned 

soldier who has put all his savings into this project. We have agreed to send paintings to a 

“Husband & Wife Ex”745 which he is planning. 

 

November 26, 1946 I stayed in bed until nearly 10 AM. Helen is so good to me cherishes me 

spoils me maybe but it is sweet to be thus cared for. Helen went out on errands, and did some 

cleaning up. When I got up we both did some readjustment of Studio furniture in preparation for 

Yolande van Reesema. After lunch Yoland arrived and we both started to paint from her. She is 

the same animated changable[sic] girl that she was 36 years ago when I painted “Iolanthe”746 “Y. 

Singing” Y. with hat and long feather”747 and Y. in Blue748 which she has just bought from me. 

She tells us that the picture looks lovely in her home at the Orienta” apartments in Mamaroneck 

N.Y. She is so full of life that she is very difficult to paint but I think that I will be able to get 

something out of my start. Helen made several drawings and we both fell under her spell. 

 We went up town to the Farr’s for a birthday dinner on natal day of Helen’s mother 

Helen. We talked merrily in brother Hollon’s room where his pretty wife Ann is in bed 

recovering from an operation. 

 
744 Chris Ritter (1906-1976), artist and gallerist 
(https://www.annexgalleries.com/artists/biography/4260/Ritter/Chris)  

745 No mention of this show in Elzea. 

746 Iolanthe (DAM 1997-41) Elzea 152 

747 Yolande in Large Hat (Whitney Museum) Elzea 167 

748 Yolande in Blue (private collection) Elzea 180 

https://www.annexgalleries.com/artists/biography/4260/Ritter/Chris
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 Dr Farr brought us home in his car. A shower had made the night streets satiny rich with 

lights reflected. 

 

November 27, 1946 We painted from Gladys in the morning. Im still at work on the 

underpainting in tempera using the glue flaxseed and varnish oil emulsion given me in 1928 by 

Paul Dougherty. Results at that time were good but I afterward went to a casein emulsion. I have 

now for more than a year come back to the first.  

 In the evening leaving Helen alone and regretfully, I went to a dinner of the Institute at 

the Knickerbocker Club. After a rather poor dinner the candidates selected for departments of 

Literature Art and Music were discussed. I put in a word for Roark Bradford and in art made a 

rather strong statement against Georg Grosz749, whos. work has been eviscerated since he came 

to the U.S. Randall Davey whom I had proposed did not get sufficient votes to reach the top of 

the list. The dozen or so who did are to be voted on to determine the final selection of two new 

members. I walked down Fifth Ave with H. Dietrich750 who liked my way of speaking at the 

meeting. We went into a saloon on 42nd St where he met a friend of 20 years ago, a poet a bit 

intoxicated his name I dont recall, 4 years in army. 

 

November 28, 1946 We rested all day in bed. Helen got up to make breakfast and dinner served 

me in my bed. We both needed the good long rest. At 5 or 6 we got up and went upstairs to the 

 
749 George Grosz (1893-1959) German-American artist, caricaturist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Grosz)  

750 Possibly Heinrich Dietrich or Henry J. Dietrich? Unclear which Sloan would have known, if either. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Grosz
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studio where she worked preparing panels with gesso and I painted in tempera on the start I 

made the other day from Yolande. Helen sent by Ex. yesterday 3 packages of odds and ends of 

supplies for Miss A.E. Whites Garcia St Center in Santa Fe, and wrote Amelia Eliz. W. a letter 

tonight, along with writing many other letters and business matters which are all in her hands. 

 

November 29, 1946 Helen went about her household tasks this morning leaving me to rest in 

bed. Toward noon I got up and went at some editing on a portrait of “Barbara B”751. At about 1 

PM Yolande came to pose and to converse in her animated manner. I am gradually getting 

acquainted with the events of her life for the past 36 years. Helen was painting also. I went on 

with tempera underpainting and have hope that it may turn out eventually. 

 *Helen got out drawings by herself and me to go to the Art Students League members 

exhibition. 

 In the evening I wrote a letter thanking Stuart Chase for the copy of his last book “For 

this we Fought” which he sent us with his expression of pleasure at having met us at the 

Academy of Arts & Letters Luncheon last week. We wrote a letter to Dr Mary Halton who is ill 

in Florida. We hope she will recover soon but if she does she will probably go so hard at her 

work that she will have to be hospitalized again before long. 

 

November 30, 1946 To 44th St for a session with the dentist. Back by 6th Ave subway. Walking 

west I made a misstep in the irregular sidewalk near 7th Av and turned my ankle for the first 

 
751 Unknown what painting this is. 
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time in my life. I got a real shock stood for a while by a doorway then hobbled another block to 

the Chelsea. Helen phoned for her father and as soon as he could he came and bandaged the 

ankle. It felt better at once so that I was able to stand up and work from Miss Eilo from 2 PM to 

5. 

---------- 

 *A letter from Ann Reed says that she is buying my painting “Montoya’s Dry Farm” 

painted in October in Santa Fe. She tells me that the Museum of S.F. where the paintings are 

boxed and waiting for Express to me - are opening it up to give her the picture. She is paying 

400. for it and will give it to Joe for Xmas. 

 

December 1, 1946 Lunch 12.30 1083-5 Av 

 After breakfast in bed as usual and resting during the morning I was able to go up town to 

the N.A.D building at 89th St & 5th Ave to the luncheon of the American Soc. of Etchers. My 

friend the president John Taylor Arms was very cordial to me. I met A SterneR Lewis Daniels752 

R. Marsh and some others I had not seen for a long time. I have never before attended one of 

these affairs and after cocktails we sat down to a good lunch. I met Hobart Nicholls753 pres. of 

the Nat. A. Design. Helen came up town with me and as I had not thought that wives were 

invited she had her lunch in the neighborhood and then went to the Metropolitan Museum. The 

 
752 Possibly Lewis C. Daniel (1901-1952)? (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/lewis-c-daniel-1115)  

753 Hobart Nichols (1869-1962) painter and illustrator (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hobart_Nichols)  

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/lewis-c-daniel-1115
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hobart_Nichols
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dinner followed by a few talks was to precede demonstration of various print media. H. called for 

me at 2.30 and we came home by 5th Ave Bus. 

 

December 2, 1946 In the morning we painted from Gladys. My portrait half length seated in 

green dress754 (which Helen made and gave to her) pleases me at this state. I am now faced by 

the problem of either leaving it as it is or giving it color texture by the use of linear surface. 

 An idea arose in my mind based on the fact that the public will not buy “nudes”. For 

years Kraushaar’s have told me this - of course I go on painting them. I think that had nature 

provided the ladies with a sort of decorative horse like tail of hair hanging from the umbilicus 

providing a natural drapery, there might be no more objection than in picture showing the very 

paintable rear views of horses. (sketch) 

 

December 3, 1946 Worked in the latter morning on editing the portrait of Barbara Bernhardt 

made seven or more years ago. 

 In the afternoon Yolande came to sit again for her portrait started last week. She is so 

amazingly animated. She talks with her whole face in muscular play. No portrait could tell all. 

 Helen asked her to have tea with us after we had worked about 3 hours. She is constantly 

talking but while some of her talk is superficial she also shows underlying thoughtfulness. 

 
754 Cigarette, Green and Brass (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1190 
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 *A letter form Teresa Bakos tells us that our house “SinAgua” outside Santa Fe has been 

broken into through a window S side sitting room. State Police had not been out there as yet! So 

Joe & Teresa had not entered altho they have keys. 

 

December 4, 1946 We painted from Gladys Eilo this morning. I, and Helen also, started a new 

panel of a draped nude. 

 In the afternoon X. J. Barile came in, as usual “bearing gifts” altho he is Italian. Cigars 

for me also wine and pint of liquor. Later in the afternoon Bill Bomar also came across the hall 

and we had a few reviving drinks and Helen asked Bill and Barile to stay to dinner. Which was 

very good altho scrambled eggs had to appear as understudy for lamb chops which were 

destroyed by fire in the gas oven. Helen was not upset by this as so many ordinary girls would 

be! 

 After dinner Helen and “X.J.” went up to a meeting of the members of the Art Students 

League. Bill and I entertained each other until they came home. 

 There is a “Communist” element in the student body at the A.S.L. who wish to dominate. 

Of course, as in the whole world for thirty years past, the word communist may be used for 

designating any thing at all that is objected to by conservatives but it may be that this 

membership corporation is a shining mark for the pesky American Coms. 

 

December 5, 1946 In bed until 10.30 this morning, resting up a bit. After lunch Helen who did 

not feel like painting this afternoon She had the hard job of cleaning out the oven where the 
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chops had burned last evening. She also had washed down the walls of the kitchen. Yolande 

came about 1.30 H. was out and did some errands. I went on with my portrait which I think is 

going well. We talked chiefly about her. She is very simple beneath her nervous gaiety. But she 

is surely a difficult subject for a portrait. 

 I had just about finished for the day when Helen came home feeling pretty tired, for her. 

She has so much energy that when she lets down its a remarkable event. 

 Eliz Hamlin called on phone and asked us to come over to see them Sunday a week. 

 

December 6, 1946 We painted from Gladys this morning but I feel a bit used up. Suppose Ive 

been a bit too energetic lately. After lunch Helen went up town to look *at the Galleries. 

Audobon Artists755 an alleged “open” show is hanging at 7 places at once. (The Soc Independent 

Artists has not been able to find a place large enough to give a “a-fair-to-all” show for two 

years). It is said that the Audobon Juries have turned down over 4000 would be exhibitors who 

paid 2 dollars each for the privilege for trying to exhibit! Those who got in paid 3 dollars extra. 

350 “members get in automatically only about 250 outsiders. Quite a trick  600 got in 

 3000. 

   4000 not   8000. 

       $11000. 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 
755 The Audubon Artists’ 1946 annual show was held in five galleries, not seven 
(http://audubonartists.org/home-page/52-2/)  

http://audubonartists.org/home-page/52-2/
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 In the evening Edward C Caswell756 and an artist friend Miss Barto757 a mural painter 

called and we had a very enjoyable evening showing pictures and “talking shop”. We have often 

asked Caswell who makes nostalgic drawings of the city and has a studio on this floor of the 

Chelsea and has been here for years But this was his first visit. 

 

December 7, 1946 In the afternoon we went to Staten Island to have dinner with Cecil Bell’s - 

Dwight Kirsch Art Director of Nebraska University and his wife were there. He is in town 

inviting an ex. for the winter. It does not seem a year since he came to my place on the same 

errand. 

 We saw some of C. Bells late paintings - he is getting more into his city life pictures, blue 

is used a little to[sic] much. A lot of his sketches made on the Ferry boat and touched with water 

color, struck we with respectful awe so spontaneous so human. We acquired four of them in 

exchange for a typewriter of Helens. 

 *Teresa Bakos writes that after 3 days delay the Santa Fe State Police came out to look 

over Sinagua - nothing done. She also informs us that nothing has been stolen so far as Joe could 

see. 

 

 
756 Edward C. Caswell (1879-1963), illustrator 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Edward_C_Caswell/61901/Edward_C_Caswell.aspx)  

757 Emily Newton Barto (1896-1968) book illustrator, muralist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emily_Newton_Barto)   

http://www.askart.com/artist/Edward_C_Caswell/61901/Edward_C_Caswell.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emily_Newton_Barto
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December 8, 1946 This morning I went upstairs and in an hour I ruined my portrait of Yolande. 

I am a stupid bungler tho hope still exists but I am very low, low! At lunch I was cheered up by 

Helen and in the afternoon lay down and napped still in my dreams struggling with paint. 

 In the evening we went up to 57th & 1st Ave to Van Wyck Brooks where we had dinner. 

Mumford the critic758 was there a Mrs Billings759 a teacher Mrs Cobb760 widow of newspaper 

writer Walter & Magda Pach and Kenyon Brooks just out of the Navy. A very pleasant evening 

and I came home in better spirits about my work. 

 

December 9, 1946 Working with Helen from Gladys this morning. After lunch I started on 

repairs & repainting in tempera on the portrait of Yolande. At five oclock we went down to the 

opening of the Whitney Museum Annual Ex. The galleries on the first floor have what is these 

days the regular run of modern experiments. I think that the average is good in the trend of 

fashion. On the second floor there a few more conservative examples, my “Gladys with Black 

Cat” looks rather quiet, subdued even. We met Joe Pollet looking very thin and pale. Lee 

Jackson also. He has a small picture - good. Mrs & Guy Pene du Bois also there. He has a well 

painted over “perspectived” interior with two women. * Miss Kraushaar was there and tells us 

that Dartmouth College has a price of $3250. on “McSorleys Back Room” and they may buy it. 

A French man “Humére761 has one of the more intelligent semi abstract pictures. 

 
758 Lewis Mumford (1895-1990) historican, literary critic (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Mumford)  

759 Unknown. 

760 Unknown. 

761 Misspelling of Houmere, probably. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Mumford
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 The show along with the many visitors is too much to see at one visit. Perhaps we will 

come again. Mrs Juliana Force was receiving as general director and she looks rather tired and a 

bit old. A good wine punch was available to all and the artists enjoyed it a feature of the 

Whitneys openings for years past. 

 We stopped for dinner at the Seafood restaurant in the Chelsea. Helen gets a respite from 

preparing meals so very rarely. 

 

December 10, 1946 Helen left we resting this morning until late. After lunch got ready to attack 

my problem of the portrait of Yolande. She arrived at 2 oclock and Helen and I both attacked our 

work. Y. kept up a gay flow of talk with her attractive face in almost ceaseless motion. But I 

reestablished a face on my panel. Helen says it is better than the first try. Her own rendition of 

our sitter went well also. Miss Amelia Eliz. White has written a nice letter thanking Helen for the 

3 packages sent for her Miss Whites Childrens Center in Santa Fe. 

 

December 11, 1946 Painted from Gladys Eilo with Helen. Went on with the nude red velvet 

drape. Half nude & crimson velvet it seems to be going toward early completion of a sort. I 

tinkered with the portrait of Yolande in the after lunch period while Helen (whose painting of 

Gladys is fine indeed and I have hope that she will be able to finish it) went on errands. In the 

evening Violet Organ came to dine with us and afterward expressed her wish to own one of my 

city paintings of the olden time. Of course we have but few and are holding them at around 

$4000. We showed her some few possibilities but she wanted a real old timer of the Washington 
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Sq Greenwich Village sort (there never were many G.V. pictures. We enjoyed her company at 

any rate. She is working on her Biography of R. Henri and expects to get it ready by February. 

 

December 12, 1946 (crossed out repeat of tomorrow - “Mix up!”) 

 Yolande came at about 11 oclock this morning and we had another go at our portraits. Of 

course she remains the worlds most difficult subject. She seems to enjoy our company and we do 

the same as to her. 

 In the evening Helens “Brud” young doctor Hollon Farr and his wife Ann came to have 

dinner with us. They brought Xmas gifts for us and we had a nice evening showing them 

pictures. They threaten to start painting modernistically together! 

 Antoinette Kraushaar phoned to notify us that John F. K. her father died today. He has 

been incapacitated through a stroke of paralisis[sic] for about 10 years or more. Antoinette has 

conducted the business splendidly during all the past years. 

 

December 13, 1946 Today we painted from Gladys starting fresh panels nude seated on red 

velvet sofa curved back she leans to her left resting head on arms on a pillow. Helen got a good 

well modelled start in tempera she is usually quite expert in this. I stumble a great deal. After 

giving me a good lunch as usual Helen went up town to see an exhibition at Grand Central 

Galleries and to inquire about our trip to JF Kraushaars funeral tomorrow. In the evening early a 

French woman artist who lives in Algiers whom Helen had met at a tea this week came to call. 
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She was very interested in my work. She has paintings here with her in N.Y. but is returning to 

France in January& has had no luck in seeing dealers here. Miss Bossardet.762 

 

December 14, 1946 Up early today to take train to Hartsdale N.Y. and attend the funeral 

“requiem mass” of John F. Kraushaar honest human lover of painting and art dealer perchance 

the only honest Art dealer in U.S. if not the world. Gifford Beal763 Guy P. duBois & wife Hy. 

Schnackenburg R. Cowles Mrs W. Glackens and 2 or 3 in the business attended the dull Latin 

pow wow in “Father Ryans” church Hartsdale. Pa Ryan had the Bishop who looked like a Supt. 

of Police & Cerise. All were warned that they might burn in Hell as J.F.K. might possibly be 

burning. The lousy Porcelain Statues of Mary the Virgin? etc stood about in a one story church 

with prospects of finish should suckers come across for the purpose. By train to town then 

walked down town stopping at the “Stew Bar” restaurant for a very tasty and substantial stew for 

each. At home we felt the necessity for a few highballs. The Irish wake is a great institution even 

for two. Early in evening Miss Bossardet and her sister came and showed nice work made in 

Algiers. 

 

December 15, 1946 By Helens usual indulgence I rested till late. This in a way is our day of rest. 

After lunch in the afternoon Helen worked at one of her character group which looks very 

promising. 

 
762 Unknown. 

763 Gifford Beal (1879-1956) American watercolorist, painter, printmaker 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gifford_Beal)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gifford_Beal
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 We had agreed to go to tea at Edward Hopper. Mrs H. was Josephine NevinsoN764 a 

student of R. Henri and whose portrait in painting smock he painted years ago, circa 1906. She 

showed many of her pictures. I did not know she had been working - her work has many very 

real qualities but not of the current “fashion”. We met at tea Mr ... Root765 son of the famous 

Elihu R. and his wife. Root tells me that I am the only one of the so called 8 whom he had not 

known. We left Hoppers 3 Wash. Sq where he has had for 32 years past to go to Hamlins - where 

we found Elizabeth not well. George seems as usual. They are recently returned from Maine. Of 

course George and I disagree in political views. He is a hide bound conservative Republican. I 

have Socialist leanings but we always have pleasant contacts. 

 We said good bye to Bill Bomar who leaves for Xmas at home in Fort Worth Tex. 

 

December 16, 1946 Miss Eilo posed as placed last week and Helen and I painted leaving our 

panels after 3 hours in more advanced states. H’s looks very promising. Mine has possibilities. 

 A letter from W. Shuster n Santa Fe says that he went out to his homestead after the 

breaking in at Sinagua and found nothing had been harmed on his place. 

 After lunch Helen went up town to see some of the exhibitions and to call on Antoinette 

Kraushaar at the Gallery. She also went to the Laurel gallery of Chris Ritter saw the exhib. and 

purchased a small picture by the proprietor. After dinner by arrangement we had as visitors 

 
764 Josephine Nivison Hopper (1883-1968) painter, wife of Edward Hopper 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephine_Hopper)  

765 Probably Edward Wales Root (1884-1956), professor of art at Hamilton College 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/edward-wales-root-papers-13449)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephine_Hopper
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/edward-wales-root-papers-13449
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Washington Pezet766 and his attractive wife Alice Armstrong767. He assisted in the general 

sequence of Helens notes which resulted in “Gist of Art” in 1939. She is an amateur artist and 

gets some portraits. He is full of every kind of information and talks incessantly but is not at all a 

bore. They were both interested in looking at my pictures. She is interested in learning more of 

technique of painting particularly in tempera. She is a friend of Miss Kera Markham768 who was 

the mistress of Theodore Dreiser and who also is an artist. We had a good evening with much 

talk. We asked her to pose for us, that she may learn some of our methods (perhaps). 

 They left at 11 PM. We were about to go to bed when a ring came at our door and a tall 

young man with a book in his hand asked to see me. He had a copy of “Gist of Art” which he 

had just purchased and asked that I sign it for him. We talked about him and his art studies at 

Cooper Union for at least 1/2 hour. He said that each week in the night class (he works in a 

restaurant by day) they have to bring in a specimen of home work. When he has very little time 

to produce he does something abstract - it is quicker & easier”. 

 

December 17, 1946 Mrs Yolande S---- Van Reesema arrived at 12.30 and we got to work, Helen 

on a fresh panel. I working on the same problem of the past two weeks. Her personal charm 

continues to keep us tolorant[sic] of her nervous animation. I think my effort nears its finish but 

Yolande is coming again Thursday. Miss Kingsland who is working on J.B. Yeats letters to his 

 
766 Alfonso Washington Pezet (1889-1978), writer, playwright * https://www.geni.com/people/Alfonso-
Pezet-Corbacho/6000000038535100865)  

767 Alice Armstrong (1903-1995) https://www.geni.com/people/Alice-Armstrong/6000000038614615060  

768 Kyra Markham (1891-1967), actress, artist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyra_Markham)  

https://www.geni.com/people/Alfonso-Pezet-Corbacho/6000000038535100865
https://www.geni.com/people/Alfonso-Pezet-Corbacho/6000000038535100865
https://www.geni.com/people/Alice-Armstrong/6000000038614615060
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyra_Markham
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American correspondents she had been to E P Dutton Sons and had a talk with the chief editor 

Sherman Baker769 and he was very nice to her. I hope that he gets back of her book. 

 A letter from Teresa Bakos tells us that Joe has put a new pane of glass in the window 

broken at “Sinagua” by the marauders. She also thanks us for the 75.00 sale we made to Bill 

Bomar of one of her paintings that we had here. 

 

December 18, 1946 Again Gladys again we both paint and I am unable to report much progress. 

Talking to Gladys I find that she knows nothing about music but that she is hoping to get some 

instruction and realizes that she must have it go get ahead in the dance. The need of money or a 

dancing job is hampering her now. 

 In the afternoon Helen went out on household errands and I lay down and dozed for an 

hour. 

 

December 19, 1946 Well this day wound up our efforts at painting Yolande who came in the 

afternoon with Xmas packages in her arms and a Plumb[sic] pudding and a jar of sauce for us. 

We worked 2-1/2 hours and maybe I have finished the portrait. Yolande bode us au’revoir”. She 

leaves for Florida after Xmas, and we will probably be on our way to Santa Fe before she 

returns. 

 
769 Frederick S. Baker (1902/3-1976) editor and novelist 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1976/04/10/archives/frederick-s-baker.html?_r=0)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1976/04/10/archives/frederick-s-baker.html?_r=0
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 It has been a very pleasant experience to have her here twice a week and altho her 

constant animation made her a hard portrait sitter her talk was amusing and certainly revealing. 

She looks younger than my portrait but its not bad. 

 

December 20, 1946 Dinner Inst. A&L 7 PM 

 Painted at or about Gladys this morning took up the portrait in green with cigarette and 

brass bowl which nears finishing. X.J. Barile called in the late afternoon with his usual gifts of 

cigars etc. He is a gentle a good friend and liked our work as in production. 

 In the evening I went to a dinner of the A. Inst of Arts & Letters at the Knickerbocker 

Club. The weather snow turning to rain made the attendance rather less than usual but I enjoyed 

the dinner and met a new member Franklin P. Adams770. F.P.A. for the first time since Tom A 

Daly771 brought him to my studio 1905 - at 165 W. 23rd St. Adams says that Daly is well and a 

grandfather many times over. Announcement of new elected members did not include Georg 

Grosz a satisfaction to me. K.H. Miller is now a member as I think he should be. Frank Lloyd 

Wright is also elected he perhaps may decline the honor but at any rate the Institute has done its 

self the justice of electing him. An architect tells us that he was elected without architects votes! 

Some discussion of election procedure. I had just recently found that to vote “No” was of some 

importance as 1 “No” = 5 “Yes” votes. 

 
770 Franklin P. Adams (1881-1960) American newspaper columnist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Pierce_Adams)  

771 Thomas Augustine Daly (1871-1948) Irish-American poet (https://mypoeticside.com/poets/thomas-
augustine-daly-poems)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Pierce_Adams
https://mypoeticside.com/poets/thomas-augustine-daly-poems
https://mypoeticside.com/poets/thomas-augustine-daly-poems
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 Leon Kroll suggested that the various members of Departments should be given more 

power in decisions. I got home before 11 oclock. Helen waiting had been up in the studio 

painting part of the evening. 

 

December 21, 1946 A lazy day resting in bed until late. I did not even go up the stairs to the 

studio. Wrote a letter to a Mr Spector772 who queried me on the idea of an organization to take 

over painters copyrights etc. I would prefer a department of Art in Govt not for any beneficial 

result to artists but for the increased public consideration of art. 

 Another letter to someone who wants to reproduce my etching “5th Ave 1909” made 

from photo of the painting which received 500 prize for etching in 1943. I answered that it was 

not a really representative example. 

 

December 22, 1946 I remained in bed until 3 PM. Helen served my breakfast and dinner and 

encouraged me to take this extra rest! I got up at 3 P.M. and joined Helen who was working up in 

the studio. I took up some small improvements in the Portrait of Yolande Van Reesema which I 

think is about finished. 

 After supper (by Helen) as usual Helen spent the evening at her mending I listened to 

radio. 

 

 
772 Unknown. 
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December 23, 1946 Painted Gladys Eilo this morning and I think I have a pretty successful job 

in the Nude seated with head on cushion coral color on red velvet sofa.773 Helen worked on her 

version of the same subject. 

 After lunch I lay down for half an hour. Helen went shopping errands. 

 Late in afternoon Barile came bearing Xmas gifts of course. A nice box of cigars for me 

and a carton of cigarettes for Helen. We had two or three seasonable drinks with him. X.J. Barile 

is a swell little gentleman. I wish that he could find a studio in town. He would be much happier 

for he could easily get along by having a few students. 

 After supper Helen made up our contributions to Xmas cheer for the Eighteen Hotel 

Chelsea help who expect to be remembered at this time. There are only 5 or 6 that we use 

directly but its necessary to cover the field. 

 Dr. “H” Shapiro774 who has lost his second wife sends us a booklet of Selections from the 

Psalms dedicated to her memory. I havent seen him for nearly four years. 

 

December 24, 1946 A “morning off” from working in the studio. After lunch some little editing 

with the paint brush.  

 We made a visit to “Greenwich Village” section to a Xmas eve gathering of friends at the 

home of Dr Fred. Bartlett. 

 
773 Nude, Crimson and Coral (Art Students League) Elzea 1192 

774 Harry Lionel Shapiro (1902-1990), anthropologist, curator at the National History Museum, eugenicist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_L._Shapiro)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_L._Shapiro
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 Claret punch and snacks and many of Dr Bartletts friends Mrs Mary Simkovitch who 

heads Greenwich House her married daughter & husband & others whom we met last time we 

attended at Bank St. We left in time to meet Violet Organ who had asked us to go to Eug. 

O’Neils new play “The Iceman Cometh”775. The performance lasted 4 hours (3 intermissions) 

and Helen and I and Viv. liked it. It is not a piece of light entertainment by any means but it is so 

interesting to me that Im sure that it would have been unable to get a full New York audience if it 

had not the name & fame of ONeil to command attention. My eyes & the back of my neck were 

much fatigued. I am not used to this attentive reception of stage matters. Viv took us to a 

Schrafts restaurant after we had pushed our way through the Broadway crowd. As we crossed 

Times Square the moving electric building spelled out - Cardinal Spellman776 warns of danger of 

Soviet Attack. This is shocking and pure Fascism. The Hitler tactics repeated. I am of the 

opinion that the Roman Church wants War, not Peace! 

 

December 25, 1946 A little past noon Dr & Mrs Farr called for us with “Brud” & Ann and in the 

doctors car we all went over to Montclair and had a Xmas dinner with Helens aunt (mothers 

sister) and Mr. d’Este whose home we visited last spring. 

 
775 Eugene O’Neill (1888-1953) playwright, wrote The Iceman Cometh in 1939, which was first 
performed in 1946 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Iceman_Cometh)  

776 Francis Spellman (1889-1967) Catholic bishop and cardinal, supporter of Vietnam War 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Spellman)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Iceman_Cometh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Spellman
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 Her daughter married. Mrs Mosehauer777 and 2 little girls and a new baby who played a 

pretty part in the days happiness. Miss Molly the younger daughter who has just had a very 

successful change in her appearance brought about by an operation on upper jaw & teeth.  

 There was a tree and lots of presents for everyone - dolls & dolls house & dolls beds. The 

little girls Nancy & Linda seemed to take a bit of a fancy to me and that flattered me. I know so 

little of chilren. Young Mr Mosehauer is an airplane engineer of propellers. Julian d’ Este is a 

man of great charm and he told me of his trip last year to South & West with wife in his car. He 

was in Santa Fe in March.  

 We came home Brud driving and arrived a the Chelsea at about 7 oclock. 

 

December 26, 1946 In the morning I worked on Nude, Crimson & Coral (Crimson sofa Coral 

cushion) and got it into quite satisfactory state. Helen took it and her Blond in Subway with fur 

coat and bushy hair up to the Carl Ritter “Laurel Gallery” for ex. in his “Mr & Mrs.” Ex. 

 Also worked on Gladys in green (with cigarette and brass bowl) and made it very much 

more impressive and satisfactory, while Helen was up town. 

 In the evening Walter & Magda Pach came in to visit. I showed them my latest things. I 

feel (one can not usually be sure) that Walter liked the Gladys in Green. He also liked the Helen 

in Blue with Mountains in background painted this summer much better than he had seeing it 

first a month or so ago. I had done some work on the landscape back just before they arrived. 

 
 

777 Unknown. 
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December 27, 1946 In the morning Gladys & Helen posed for me in group. In the evening we 

had quite a big party some twenty friends. Mary & Leonard Feist (she was Mary Regensburg) 

Mr & Mrs Boden,(she was a student of mine) also) Mr & Mrs Carl Ritter778 who are adventuring 

with the Laurel Gallery. X.J. Barile Isabel Bishop779 and her husband Dr Harold Wolf780 Cecil 

and Agatha Bell, Lee Jackson, Kenyon Brooks son of Van Wyck B. Reginald Marsh, Esther 

Goetz with Geo McCoy781 her rather uncouth friend too much interested in drinks, Ira 

Moskowitz. I got out many paintings Past & present and they seemed to be interested in various 

degrees. ----- passed sherry and Helen made good celery cheese scoops and cake & nuts from 

those sent us for Xmas by Mrs Bomar, Bills mother. All had left excepting Ira by 11.45 but he 

stopped with us for an hour. We went to bed feeling very tired but also felt that our large party 

had been a success. 

 

December 28, 1946 Rested till late in the morning then went up to the studio and worked on an 

old panel 3/4 length nude standing hand on red covered table and some white flower stalks on 

table782. I think it is improved. After lunch Helen went out to Wanamakers to get me a new date 

 
778 Does he mean Chris, the founder of Laurel Gallery? 

779 Isabel Bishop (1902-1988) painter, studied at Art Students League 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isabel_Bishop)  

780 Possibly Harold Wolff (1898-1962), doctor, pioneer in neurological research 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Wolff)  

781 Unknown. 

782 Between early January and mid-February 1947, Sloan transformed the painting, begun in 
1935, which he describes as a ¾-length nude standing near a table with a vase of white flowers. 
The painting, eventually entitled “Miss Boston” (alternate title: Nude, Blonde with Snapdragons, 
oil on panel, 28 x 20 inches), is now part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1016). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isabel_Bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Wolff
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book for next year. While she was out Wm V. Coyne783 age 51 who once studied with me at the 

League and knew many of the old times came in to talk for a few minutes. A rather discouraged 

man illustrator mostly but doing odd jobs for years. A box of 4 jars of Florida jams & 

marmalades came from Don & Lydia Freeman who are now down n Florida. 

 

December 29, 1946 Although it is very comfortable in our apartment we hear by radio that it is 

not so outside storms of snow wind and freezing rain are spread across the country.We both 

painted in the morning and part of the afternoon. I on the nude 3/4 by table cleaning off much of 

the figure down to the underpainting tempera. This was accomplished quite successfully. 

 

December 30, 1946 Gladys Eilo posing in the morning. I worked on the Helen & “Gladys 

“conversation piece”784. Helen painted from Gladys as I was not working on H. in my picture. 

 After lunch H. went up town collected our drawings from ex. at the Art St. League saw 9 

Renoir at Durand, Ruels Gallery and stopped in to see Antoinette Kraushaar, talked to her of the 

possibility of a one man show of my work. Ant. said that she had been told that the Whitney 

Museum was going to give me a retrospective ex. We had not heard of any plans. Ant. said she’d 

give me a show if Whitneys did so. Also said that she would want me to agree not to show any 

where else for a year following such ex. 

 
Miss Boston is now in a private collection. 

783 Unknown. 

784 Conversation (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1193 
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 *Ant. also told Helen that the Invitation Committee from the Penn. Acad. of Fine Arts 

had been to the gallery but had not liked any of my paintings for the coming Ex. My heart is 

broken! Shall I go on? 

   Here lies Sloan with a broken Heart 

   Busted by the Penn Acad. of Art! 

 

December 31, 1946 After a cheerful breakfast in bed propped up with pillows I went up to the 

studio and worked on the “Conversation Piece” (Helen & Gladys) going on with the tempera 

underpainting. I have for a year been using the first emulsion, 1928, given me by Paul Dougherty 

in Santa Fe. All panels painted that year in this emulsion have stood up perfectly. 

 In the afternoon I took up the 3/4 nude standing by table with flower stalks and went on 

cleaning of the color varnish glazes, praparatory[sic] to repainting the figure. 

 Don Freeman just back from Florida came in and Helen invited him to dinner. He has 

written and made drawings for a book on his coming to and living in New York to be published 

next Fall. We showed him work of the last two months and some of last spring. My pictures from 

Santa Fe have not arrived as yet. He liked the portrait of Gladys in green dress, brass bowl and 

also that of Yolande, and many others. I worked on the surroundings of “Helen in Red” while he 

was here. Our fluorescent lights make this quite possible. 

 We all had a couple of drinks of sherry as the clock struck 12 midnight and toasted the 

new year. A pleasant quiet friendly evening. Helen says she is the luckiest girl in the World! I 

say I am the most fortunate loved man. 
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Sketches, Note: When I was about 19 my father conceived and produced a Shakespeare Shaving 

Pad with suitable quotations for every day in the year. I designed a card board background for 

this?? novelty. He had type set and electrotype made. I wonder what ever became of it. 
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John Sloan Diary, 1947 

 

[sketch of Helen and JS front page] 

 

January 1, 1947 The New Year finds me busy, perplexed as usual with so much unlearned in 

my own trade. I am, as J.B Yeats said of himself, “An old man in a hurry.” I have produced a 

pretty creditable amount of work. As to its quality, I’m not satisfied, nor would I really wish to 

be. 

 Painted in the morning and afternoon. Dr. “Brud” (Hollon) Farr and his mother came to 

dinner in the evening - a nice dinner by Helen, of course - and after we went up to the studio and 

showed pictures. Helen got out her last summer panels and “Brud” was very much pleased with 

them, looking at each carefully. He has a real interest in pictures and his own drawings show a 

talent, which I would not be surprised might sometime result in his painting, perhaps in between 

surgical work. 

 His wife, Anne, and Dr. Charles F. both stayed at home. She with a cold, he upset 

digestion. 

 

January 2, 1947 We both painted today, I working on the reconstruction of the old “Nude at 

Table, Sprays of White Flowers.” 
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 I have received an interesting letter from Joe Reed, Santa Fe, who is much pleased with 

the panel “Montoya’s Dry Farm” which Ann surprised him with at Xmas. He speaks of making a 

trip to Ecuador soon - real estate and some sketching. We wonder whether this idea of his is 

related to something about free homestead land given to settlers down there. 

 Will Shuster sends us a postcard New Year greeting showing the S. family riding a rocket 

ship. “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing.” 

 

January 3, 1947 Miss Eilo, our steady model, posed this morning, and Helen and I both went on 

with last week’s starts. I have two figures in mine, one Helen and one Gladys. After a good lunch 

Helen went out on some errands. 

 I have a letter of invitation to a conference at the American Acad. of Arts & Sciences, 

Boston, on the Status of the Artist in American society, to be held there February 14 and 15. It 

sounds interesting and perhaps important, but I think that I shall not attend. 

 After dinner (a very good one, pheasant left from our New Years day dinner), we had a 

visit from Lee Jackson (artist [of] city life & horses, good things). He speaks as though he was 

wondering about his own products with all this surrounding of ultra modernism today. They all 

seem to dodge life, dig into the foxholes of their brains and come up reeking with muck, as I 

wrote in my letter to Shuster today. 
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 Jackson bought “Girls Sliding,” my etching, for a friend, a patron of his. He, J., is a very 

quiet almost bashful fellow, at least with me.785 

 

January 4, 1947 Painted on the old standing nude-table-flowers, using a fresh batch of varnish, 

stand oil and Venice turp. I had better luck technically than I have had lately. 

 After working a while, Helen went uptown to see some exhibitions - 2 of my drawings 

and a lithograph are listed with Parke Bernet Auction next week. H. also called on Ant. 

Kraushaar. She came home about 2 P.M. and made us a very good dinner.786 

 We both went to the studio in afternoon and painted. By six o’clock I was about tuckered 

out, but after lying down for a few minutes felt better. A good supper at 7 o’clock followed by 

one of our usual quiet evenings - Helen reading, I listening to the radio, tired but hopeful. 

 

January 5, 1947 Both Helen and I worked all day today. I did some preparatory under-painting 

for tomorrow’s work on “Helen & Model” (if that should be its name). A nice breakfast in bed 

for me, as usual, and a good dinner at 1 o’clock or so complete the adventures of the day. Eliz. 

Hamlin called on the phone in the evening. And as I write this, H. is preparing our supper. 

 
785 About 150 artists, teachers, museum officials, critics, dealers, and others interested in art-
world issues participated in the Boston conference co-sponsored by the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences and the Carnegie Corporation. The conference mainly addressed art in 
relation to the “buyer” and the business community in general. Sloan’s etching Girls Sliding 
dates from 1915. 

786 2 of Sloan’s drawings and a lithograph listed with Parke Bernet Auction next week (January 6, 
1947, or later) 
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 My nudes of 1930-32 are becoming highly appreciated by me the last few years. They 

have so much more boldness and dash and yet follow principles that I still believe in: the under-

self and the over-surface texture. I sometimes think that I have grown too “finicky” and lack 

audacity of statement. 

 

January 6, 1948 We painted from Miss Eilo this morning. I worked on the “Conversation 

Piece,” chiefly on the figure of Gladys, making changes, as “is my wont.” I look back on things 

painted in ‘29 and 30, 31, etc. and see them as rough and perhaps careless, and I do not allow 

myself the same freedom today. After a good lunch I went up to the studio after 2.30 or so and 

got at it again. Simplified the background and worked on Helen’s green dress, and in about 3 

hours I [felt] it to be much better. 

 Another letter from W. Shuster in Santa Fe tells me that Dr. Edgar Hewett died at (81) 

the end of the year. He has been failing for several years past, the strenuous life of an 

archaeologist - and a good executive, he did a great work in New Mexico and his creation of the 

Art Museum is a fine accomplishment. He took Robert Henri’s advice as to its open door policy. 

Shuster thinks I should write to Dan Kelly of the directors and suggest Reginald Fisher as 

successor. Fisher has been taking a real interest in artists and exhibitions and would probably be 

the right man.787 

 

 
787 “Dan Kelly” is probably Santa Fe businessman Daniel T. Kelly, a partner in the firm of Gross, 
Kelly & Co., tobacco and building supply wholesalers.  
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January 7, 1947 In the morning, late, I painted in the studio on the old panel - 3/4 [length] nude 

by table. Helen went out to mail several etchings by me and some lithographs of her own. I had 

not seen these and was much pleased with them. It’s strange that she has had so few of them 

shown to the public. Her work is perhaps too earnest to be popular today.  

HFS diary, Tues., January 7, 1947: …Sent to Santa Fe Museum Print Ex. – 5 

etchings [of] J.S. & 5 of my lithographs – made in 1931-32 when I was so crippled with 

neuritis that I could hold a pencil for only ten minutes – then had to rest an hour. Wish I 

could do them now. There never has been any interest in them. Zigrosser bought one 

when he had them at Weyhe788’s, & so did Walter Pach. 

After lunch I worked a while and then we went uptown to 72nd St. to have tea with 

Dorothea Kingsland (Perkins), who has an apartment in a remarkable apartment house facing the 

Park. Built at enormous expense and [with] every ornate luxury and architectural embellishment. 

Called the “Dakota.” 789 Dated 1884 (this was about four years after the “Chelsea,” where we are 

located), [it] was the most elaborate apartment house in the city. We had tea with Van Wyck 

Brooks and Mrs. Bellinger,790 a friend of old J.B. Yeats at Petitpas back in 1912-? She is now a 

widow and has made many illustrated letters of J.B.Y. toward Miss D. K.’s collection, …which 

she hopes to have published before long. 

 
788 Weyhe Gallery was established in 1919 in New York City and moved to Maine in 2003 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weyhe_Gallery)  

789 The famous apartment building known as the Dakota is located at 1 West 72nd Street, across 
from Central Park.  

790 The playwright and novelist Martha (Fletcher) Bellinger (1870-1960) was married to Franz 
Bellinger, a professor of German at Columbia University. The couple befriended John Butler 
Yeats in 1911. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weyhe_Gallery
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 A young lady artist - name [?] - also came in. We had chat about the old Dakota, Wm. 

Yeats, Modern Art, etc. Home by bus [via] 8th Ave. to 23rd St. at our near corner. Good dinner 

came along by Helen. 

 

January 8, 1947 Gladys posed this morning and I worked on the “Conversation” and thought for 

a while it was going well. But finally, after lunch, I decided that it had gone “finicky” with the 

line texture, and I painted it back to monochrome (this all refers to the figure of Gladys). 

 Helen went out to post office to send Teresa Bakos a present of nylon stockings. Gladys 

bought them for Helen as Gladys is working in the afternoons in a stocking shop in “the Village” 

[Greenwich Village]. 

 We had a letter from Randall Davey today. He also tells of the death of Dr. Hewett in 

Santa Fe and he also picks Fisher as a good successor, [and] suggests that I write in that regard, 

recommending him. I have a little uncertainty as to that. The post requires more than art 

directing. In fact, the archaeological dept. of the Mus. of N.M. is most important, and while F. is 

probably an archaeologist, I know nothing of his qualifications in that regard. 

HFS diary, Wed., January 8, 1947: Shopped this P.M. & found Sloan some 

imported quill striping brushes – unavailable since before the war, & he was struggling 

along with one left from my ‘36 trip abroad. 

 

January 9, 1947 Rising late, I worked in the studio, still struggling with the Gladys figure in my 

very balky panel. I grope most weirdly nowadays but it’s not in me, apparently. I won’t give up 
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while I’m under this cloud. Under-painting and glazing is my ambition but I really don’t wish to 

produce things, which will be poor attempts to repeat the Triumphs of the old masters. I do think 

I have had some successes in the last 18 years. 

 Helen and I, after lunch, went up to Dr. Roman, our dentist, where he had x-rays of my 

teeth made and worked on H. for nearly an hour. We are to go again. We then went to 57th St. 

[and] stopped at Kraushaar’s. The only work of mine there hanging is a picture K. owns, having 

bought it in from original purchaser!791 

 We went upstairs in 32 E. 57 to see some Bonnards at The Bignou gallery. He is old, as 

also am I, and his work looks energetic but not pursued to an end - rather tired. I suppose that’s 

the general idea about my own work today.792 

 Thence to Laurel Gallery where we saw the “Mr. & Mrs.” ex. Helen’s picture of the 

bushy haired blonde looked swell. We met a picture restorer, Chapellier, who let us see and 

purchase 7 old gold frames for $100.00.793 

 

 
791 Kraushaar Galleries purchased Sloan’s Spring Planting, Greenwich Village, 1913, at an 
auction held in New York on November 1, 1946 (see diary entry for October 29, 1946 and related 
note). 

792 Pierre Bonnard (1867-1947), French painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Bonnard). This show was on exhibit at the Bignou 
Gallery in New York during the month of January 1947 (see John Rewald’s catalogue, p. 138 
https://www.moma.org/documents/moma_catalogue_3227_300062060.pdf)  

793 The picture restorer Chapellier is probably George Chapellier, of George Chapellier Gallery, 
48 East 57th Street. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Bonnard
https://www.moma.org/documents/moma_catalogue_3227_300062060.pdf
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January 10, 1947 Painted from Miss Eilo this morning. I went on with the “Conversation Piece” 

(Helen & Gladys). Late in the afternoon Barile came in and we had some crackers and a few 

highballs with him. We looked over some fine striping brushes, which Helen had bought for me 

the other day. It looks as tho’ I should go on with the linear texture experiments in my painting. 

Barile said he could not stay for dinner but stayed on so that he left us for a late dinner ourselves. 

 An ex. catalogue folder from Akron, O., tells me that Fred Yost794, a nice sandy-haired 

artist who studied with me at the League, is located there and is teaching in the Art Institute. I 

would like to see his work. I recall that he stopped in to see me in Santa Fe on a cross-country 

trip, sketching as he went.795  

 Sister Nan has mailed me a nice box of cigars, good Havanas, the second in two weeks. 

They are from her friend Mr. Harvey who got them as Xmas presents from business friends. 

Don’t smoke them. I must write and thank him. 

 

January 11, 1947 Worked on panel - 3/4 [length] nude by table with flowers. It is not yet going 

right… After lunch went on working on the panel, worked about 8 hours all day. 

 A phone call from Mrs. Hiltunen from New Haven, Conn., who bought 2 paintings about 

a year ago - asks if she and Dr. Hiltunen could call. They came in the evening at 7.30 and 

expressed the wish to see some of Helen’s paintings. And much to our joy she – they, rather - 

 
794 Frederick J. Yost (1888-1968) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist_keywords/Frederick_J_Yost/10060083/Frederick_J_Yost.aspx)  

795 An exhibition of Yost’s paintings was on view at the Akron Art Institute, Akron, Ohio, through 
January 24, 1947. 

http://www.askart.com/artist_keywords/Frederick_J_Yost/10060083/Frederick_J_Yost.aspx
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picked out three - a row of people in a subway car and 2 Santa Fe landscapes. Helen added a 

lithograph of a scene in a hand laundry. The amount of money they had to spend was $200.00 

and Helen gave them a bargain. But they are really nice people and perhaps are becoming art 

collectors. 

HFS diary, Sat., January 11, 1947: Dr. & Mrs. Hiltunen…came in this evening – 

with 200.00 to spend on one my pictures! Wanted the “Subway Blonde” or the “Subway 

Scene” (for which J.S. would not let me accept 60.00 from Shuster last year). Gave 

them two 10x14 landscapes of last summer & a lithograph. They chose the “Laundry” – 

a most uncharming print! 

 

January 12, 1947 Took it easy in the morning. Breakfast in bed is my regular routine. Helen 

spoils me and I like it! 

 We both painted morning and afternoon. I am repainting a Santa Fe Sunset, Storm Clouds 

in the East over Monte Sol, which was painted several years ago.796 

 Reading some wise notes of Delacroix, W. Pach’s translation. I read it when it first came 

out, but it is full of intelligent thoughts about art & techniques and it makes good reading 

anytime. Especially to me it is encouraging at present, for I am so disturbed in my procedure. I 

am afraid I have reached old age and am wishing that I could paint as I did when younger. 

 
796 The painting to which Sloan refers is probably Storm Cloud, 1924 (alternate title: Storm 
Cloud, Santa Fe, oil on canvas, 20 x 24 inches), which is part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 715). 
Not in TMS or eMuseum? 
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However, it is work done during the period from 1933-38 (c) and not that of forty years ago. For 

this I am quite thankful. 

 

January 13, 1947 We painted from Gladys Eilo this morning. Started a new panel each [from] a 

pose standing holding a hand mirror at arm’s length. I selected a view with the extended arm 

foreshortened toward me. Each start brings hopes for good results. After lunch I went uptown to 

Dr. Roman, the dentist, who took casts so that he can put in a bridge of 2 teeth. Helen came 

before I left to have her session with the dentist. I walked for a while then came home by 

subway. Changing my clothes, I started to go on with the panel. Helen came home later and after 

dinner she went over to Bill Bomar’s studio (he had left his keys with her) and got out paintings 

of his to be collected by Budworth tomorrow, as per B.B.’s instructions by long distance 

phone.797  

 Helen is preparing our “joint Income Tax Return 1946.” She attends to all money matters 

and has done so from our marriage in 1944. It takes a lot of headache off me. This past year was 

remarkably good. Our Tax amounted to nearly $1900.00! We feel very helpful in running the 

Government of the U.S.A. 

HFS diary, Mon., January 13, 1947: I got out three canvasses J.S. had painted at 

ASL for demonstration in class. He [explains] that the canvas texture & rough oil 

underpainting lend a dry tactile surface immediately the first graze is laid on. Working on 

smooth panels, we have to arrive at the tactile in other ways, perhaps more creative, 
 

797 Sloan began work this day on Nude with Hand Mirror, 1947, 1948 (oil on panel, 24 x 20 
inches), which is part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1194). W.S. Budworth & Son of New York 
packed and moved works of art. 
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through sign-made texture, as with linework. – What Delacroix (in his Journals, which 

we read with breakfast & often before retiring) calls the “touch.” 

 

January 14, 1947 Working on the outstretched arm with mirror started yesterday and gradually 

got it into better shape, altho’ after a hard struggle. Helen out marketing and sewing and doing 

the laundry. In the evening I went over her electric sewing machine, oiling it thoroughly. 

Good dinner and a quiet evening after Mrs. Franz Bellinger called. She was a friend of 

J.B. Yeats at Petitpas [and is] now a widow alone living in an apartment in a house on Tompkins 

Square on East side, a building endowed for residence of old people. She is very alert in her 

appreciation of paintings [and] not at all too conservative. Helen served tea. 

 

January 15, 1947 Gladys Eilo, with mirror in hand, posed 3 hours, as usual. We are both still at 

work on the tempera under-painting of our panels. 

 After lunch we worked a while in the afternoon and Joseph Pollet came in to see us. He 

don’t look very well - rather pallid and the skull too much in evidence in his face, but very 

intelligent as always. He told us of his work progress without any chance for a one-man 

exhibition for several years. He is at 3 Washington Square where he has 2 studios - top floor with 

a sublet tenant who pays 70.00 a month, leaving Pollet rent-free. He is faced [with] paying at 

once all taxes and back interest on his house at Saugerties. Helen and I decided to offer him the 

wherewithal - $150.00 - and he was much pleased to accept our check. Payment next October 

(unless we extend the time). He has stuck to his work in under-painting and glazing and shunned 



476 
 

the stylish modernistic trend. To work and survive is his wish, which is just what any artist 

desires. We are going to his place on Friday - think he should be a candidate for the Shilling 

Fund purchase. 

 Joe Pollet is an extraordinary man. Born in Switzerland, [he] came to U.S. [and] knew 

English, … “American,” well enough to get a job as an advertisement writer at 6000 a year. 

Came to the Art St. League to learn to sketch so that he could plan ads more completely. Went to 

my class and his desire to be a painter was formed there. He gave up his job and struggled with 

painting, achieving beginning of success in a style related to what I talked about and resembling 

Van Gogh to some degree. He was awarded Guggenheim Fellowship and went to Europe. 

Studied in the Galleries and in Germany with Doerner. Became interested in the work of Titian 

and the masters and went on to under-painting and glazing. He has gone on under adversity ever 

since.798 

HFS diary, Thurs., January 16-Sat., January 18, 1947: J.S. says to Pollet: “I think 

I have learned more from Picasso than most of his imitators. His value is not in what he 

does but in what he is thinking about.”…I am glad J.S. has taught himself rather than 

suffering as Joe P. does to emulate Titian. J.S. can give Titian credit for more color 

fullness since he has not studied him overmuch in museums. 

 

 

 
798 Max Doerner (1870-1939) was active as a painter and teacher in Munich, Germany. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Doerner_(artist))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Doerner_(artist))
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January 16, 1947 Today a very large packing case of heavy lumber containing 5 framed 

pictures, very small in size, arrived by express C.O.D., $12.00 from Santa Fe. This is one of 2 

cases I have expected for two months. 

 After lunch, at 3 P.M., I went up to the dentist’s and had a try on for a couple of store 

teeth and attachments. Helen went up later for the same purpose. In the evening we put gelatin 

insulating coatings on our under-paintings in tempera started Monday. 

 Four recent works of P. Picasso are reproduced in our newspaper PM. They are, of 

course, rated as high-priced and P.P. has surely won his right to express himself as he pleases. 

And he surely keeps well ahead of his imitators, which is natural. But he surely is weird in these 

things. On the other hand, some illustrations he made recently for a reprint of Buffon’s Natural 

History are very rich & beautiful, though unconventional.799 

 

January 17, 1947 We worked from Gladys this morning, first isolating the tempera with gelatin 

coating [and] then starting on the glazing. Helen is going on in fine form. I am wrestling with 

some hope.  

After a nice lunch (all our meals are very good, I’m growing quite girthy and have 

weighed around 150 for some months past) - after said lunch and a couple of hours working in 

the studio, we went down to 3 Washington Square and found Joe Pollet’s studio - top floor, rear 

building, and a good stiff walk up. Joe showed us a number of his paintings going back over the 
 

799 Reproductions of recent works by Picasso accompany an article entitled “First Picasso Show 
in New York in 8 Years,” which appeared in PM on January14, 1947 (p. 10). Eaux-fortes 
originales [de] Picasso pour des textes de Buffon (Paris, 1942) consists of selections from 
Buffon’s Histoire naturelle, originally published in the 18th century, with etchings by Picasso.  
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last 20 years since his return from Europe. We both were struck by his steady progress in 

following tradition in the teeth of the surge of modernism. I feel that Pach should see this work, 

as I would like to put him up as a candidate for the Shilling Fund purchase this year. I believe 

him, Pollet, to be just the sort of unrecognized painter of sterling worth, not fashionable, for 

whom the fund should be used. 

From the studio we went to Ticino restaurant on Thompson St. and had a nice Italian 

dinner with Mrs. Betty Pollet and their 7-year-old son, Sylvester, a very nice boy. From dinner 

we walked to Charles St. West where she lives with the boy in a small but comfortable basement. 

We sat and talked until after 11 o’clock. 

 

January 18, 1947 The second and last box of paintings from Santa Fe arrived today with 6 

framed pictures. It is good to have a fresh look at my summer work. Some seem to need a bit of 

editing, some look quite well. 

 I started to finish one of those that came Thursday, a nude sunbather on a colored striped 

bath towel spread on the side of our hill at Sinagua, reworking the shaded side of the body.800 

 In the evening we went down to Gramercy Park #10 to have dinner with Mrs. [Mary 

Fanton] Roberts. Viv Organ, in Henri’s Studio Apartment, cooked 2 chickens & they were 

delicious. Small rooms [and] small extemporized dining table were in great contrast with my 

memories of dinners at Mary & Bill Roberts in the old apt. house on East 19th St., where 

everything was spacious and her table service always quite handsome. She is lonely now with 

 
800 The work to which Sloan refers is Sunbather in the Mountains, 1946-47 (oil on panel, 19 15/16 
x 23 15/16 inches), which is part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1188). 
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Dolly gone. Mrs. W. Glackens was a guest and seems to be in rather poor health but bravely 

carrying on with her New England Rabelaisian twist to her wit… Mrs. G. insisted in our going in 

a cab to the Chelsea, then she going on down to her home alone. 

HFS diary, Sat., January 18, 1947: I wonder now that I used to remember the 

things J.S. said, to come home hours or days later & write them down. Now the 

atmosphere of memory is interfered with by social obligations. Tonight at Mrs. Roberts’ 

he said something old newly – but for the moment I don’t recall it. 

 

January 19, 1947 Stewart Klonis, Manager of the Art Students League, phoned yesterday and 

asked me to give a talk there on February 7th. As there is to be a fee of 50.00, I had to accept, 

and hope I’ll find something to talk about by that date. 

 Worked several hours today, painting on the “Gladys and Hand Mirror” half-length for 

which she posed 3 times this week. Also worked on the Santa Fe nude sunbathing on the bath 

towel. 

 W. Pach called me on the phone and I gave him my idea in regard to buying one of Joe 

Pollet’s paintings for the Shilling Fund, to go to some Art Museum. Pach agreed to see Pollet 

whose studio is in the same building with Pach (3 Washington Sq.) 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Realism is the greatest of motives of the artist. Not visual realism, not the photograph nor 

an attempt to rival the photo, but one’s own reality. Reality exists in the mind - it is there the 

eyes’ message is interpreted and becomes reality. The experiences of the senses of touch are the 
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basic connection with reality. It is the poetry of painting. A child may be born deaf and become 

human, or without speech or blind and live a somewhat happy life, but to be born without the 

sense of touch is to be born dead. If there have been cases of this, I don’t know. 

 

January 20, 1947 Gladys posed again this morning. Helen & I both working on the panels we 

started last week. The struggle goes on. Strange that I have found no habits except the habit of 

struggling - Fully six hours on my feet changing, repainting, erasing, repainting, [and] at the end 

of the afternoon (Gladys only works 3 hours, in the morning) I find that I only have a start. I 

believe Helen’s panel looks the more promising.  

 A letter from Agnes Sims, our caretaker artist, tells us of her return to Santa Fe. She has 

spent 3 months in the East near Boston with our house tenant Lois Field. Meanwhile, the 

premises have taken care of themselves! Quite well, according to her letter. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 The appearance of what is called the “modern” movement came like a powerful and 

efficacious drug, particularly to the thoughtful artists of the world. Cézanne and the Cubists did a 

great work in breaking down the unhealthy growth of academic painting in the 19th Century. 

 The drug has done its work almost too well, for the kids have raided the medicine chest 

and become juvenile addicts. 

 Those who want to be up to date among the public follow the fashion. Its commercial 

backing is very strong and impressive. Dealers profit. 
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January 21, 1947 Fussing around with the nude “Sunbather on the Bath Towels”801 and the old 

“Nude Standing by Table with White Flower Stalks”802 all day - 7 hours of puttering effort. In 

the evening Miss Clark, …[for] many years Secretary of the Art Students League, came in to see 

us with her husband [who is] younger than she but a thoughtful ex-flyer who had many death & 

distinction missions over Europe. He was an art student - but after coming back from war went to 

the League for 6 months and then decided to get into something that “was of some real use” and 

is now drawing in an architect’s office. He thinks that he will someday get back to painting. His 

opinion of the modern movement is of the worst. He seems to have a contempt for it. My work 

of the later years did not make any apparent impression on him. A man of 34 or so, [all] the 

same, knows a different world - and my work struggle, by and for one man, is of very little 

importance.803 

 

January 22, 1947 This morning Gladys arrived, but with a start of a cold so we let her go home 

to care for it. Helen paid her for the week, and if she feels better Friday she will come to us. 

 In the afternoon I dressed for public appearance, laying aside my woolen calzones, 

Mexican style trousers, and my huaraches (Mex. sandals), and putting on the regular dress of the 

day – or, at any rate, of the general effect - and then went uptown to Dr. Roman, the dentist, who 

kept me waiting 3/4 of an hour and then found that the two teeth set in gold which he had 

 
801 What painting is this? 

802 What painting is this? 

803 Miss Clark and her husband have not been further identified.  
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planned were more beautiful than useful, as they failed to meet the lowers by nearly 3/16 inch. 

So home I came disgusted. 

 And really I am disgusted, also with my self and my work. I really am worried [and] 

seem to have lost my grip. Even feel that my work generally for the past 15 years is all a failure. 

 Helen is a darling and she puts up every argument to cheer me up. It is really very 

difficult to be unhappy with her loving care surrounding me. In fact, I am really very happy. 

 

January 23, 1947 Working on the tempera under-painting on the ¾-length nude standing by 

flowers. “Hope springs eternal.” Perhaps I may again get a study which will be an under-self 

covered and made real by surface texture, which has been my desire for 18 years past [and] 

attained, to some degree, occasionally. 

----------------------------------------------------  

 Realism is a [word?] carelessly used for visual appearance. Reality takes place, is born, in 

the mind. Things take shape and identity in the mind. Painting appearance is painting no things. 

This type of painting has only been done during the last 200 years, at most. It has been done very 

carefully, very broadly, meticulously, and with coloring of all sorts. Visually exact, visual 

exaggeration, dull color, brilliant color, scientific color, but always based on visual effects, not 

based on the mental concept (personal to the artist) of things. Always NO THINGS. Here and 

there artists have painted the thing concept. They were exceptions and were little noticed. 

 During the last fifty years their number has increased. But the painters of No-things have 

taken new directions remarkably ingenious, strange and astonishing until now a strongly 
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supported element of the NO-THING painters is confessedly Abstract, and if they become 

symbols and legible they become a part of literature. 

 

January 24, 1947 I stayed in bed under orders of Helen for I had some slight feeling of possible 

trouble in my throat. Miss Eilo came and Helen worked up in the studio. In the afternoon, before 

lunch, I got up, feeling all right. 

 In the late afternoon we went up to the Riverside Museum to see the opening of the La 

Tausca Pearl Exhibition to which I was invited and sent the “Nude, Winter.” The Company, 

using this means for publicity, which helps the artists to some extent, states that they handle 

cultured and simulated Pearls. The ex. was that, as is any current Ex. Many absurdities and few 

monstrosities and some quite good pictures. The Prizes went to about the worst things in the Ex. 

A Christ + 2 Soldiers by Rattner is almost as much an insult to Christ as is the Christian religion. 

P. Evergood has a cheap flag for a prize from his gang at the ACA gallery, who made a majority 

of the Prize Jury, and got 2nd, $1500.00, and so on down the line. The prize game is a “racket” - 

always was. 804 

HFS diary, Sat., January 25, 1947: [Sloan] wanted to blow up Philip Evergood 

there & then, but I steered him away. Success & tongue in cheek attitude of our 

American Communism are wrecking this genius. 

 
804 Abraham Rattner (1895-1978) was awarded 1st prize at “La Tausca Art Exhibition” for Christ 
and Two Soldiers and Philip Evergood received 2nd prize for Dream Catch.  

The Rattner painting was sold at auction in 1998 (http://www.artnet.com/artists/abraham-
rattner/christ-and-two-soldiers-Yg106ddKbbFYW0CbyvngUQ2). The Evergood is in the 
Hirshhorn (Kendall Taylor, Philip Evergood: Never Separate From the Heart, p. 159) 

http://www.artnet.com/artists/abraham-rattner/christ-and-two-soldiers-Yg106ddKbbFYW0CbyvngUQ2
http://www.artnet.com/artists/abraham-rattner/christ-and-two-soldiers-Yg106ddKbbFYW0CbyvngUQ2
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There was a plenitude of very good drinks and such a big crowd it was impossible to see 

the pictures. I must try to go again to load my guns for my coming talk at the A.S. League. We 

met X. Barile at the Ex. He came home with us. Helen got up a light supper and he stayed until 

nearly 2 A.M. I worked on one of my nudes up in the studio, giving it some violent attacks. 

X.J.B. tells us that he saw the Turner, Constable & Hogarth show at the Met. Museum and that 

they are great pictures. Of course, Constable is one of the world’s greatest landscape men [and] 

Hogarth wonderful. The English Govt. sends this exhibition.805 

 

January 25, 1947 Worked on last nude of Gladys and it’s still uncertain as to its fate. 

 Late in the afternoon we went by invitation to Joe Pollet’s Studio to a Wedding 

Reception for his daughter by his first wife - [the daughter?] named Elizabeth… married a David 

Way. We met more relations of Pollet’s than I had any idea existed… Joe is quite gray and has 

worked so very hard. I doubt if anyone at any profession could work harder. He tells me that W. 

Pach looked at his later work and liked it, so I hope we can decide on one for the Shilling Fund 

award this year… 

 Pollet’s married daughter, who has a child, sang some popular folksongs, and I gave a 

pretty successful rendition of “I’ve Got Sixpence” in the version my father sang 75 years ago… 

A pleasant evening. We came home by eight o’clock. The young folks were just getting started! 

 
805 The exhibition “Hogarth, Constable, Turner: Paintings and Prints” was on view at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art through February 1947. 
(http://libmma.org/digital_files/archives/Museum_Exhibitions_1870-2011.pdf, p 95) 

http://libmma.org/digital_files/archives/Museum_Exhibitions_1870-2011.pdf


485 
 

HFS diary, Sun., January 26, 1947: At Pollet’s party for daughter’s wedding 

Sloan point[ed] out to a young “modern amateur,” the ridiculous[ness] and impossibility 

of understanding art. He says this modern stuff is design – with awkward forms instead 

of graceful ones. And who is competent to judge what abstract art is good? Some critic 

would need to retire 2 yrs. & study it before he could judge. Pictures with casual 

distinction, usually exaggerations, don’t wear well. 

 

January 26, 1947 A full day. Worked in the morning and up to nearly 2 o’clock in P.M., when 

our guests began to arrive. Helen had invited quite a number of our friends, [but] not the younger 

ones. Dr. & Mrs. Farr (our “family”), Van Wyck Brooks and Mrs. [M.?] Cobb, Walter and 

Magda Pach, Harry Wickey & Maria, who are living at their home in Croton, with ourselves 

making ten to dinner. Went off quite well. Cocktails before and H. did herself proud. Plenty of 

talk, but I would have preferred to have more of it led by Brooks, who is one of our greatest 

writers and a good critic. 806 

 After, we went up to the studio [and] looked at my pictures. Brooks is charmed with a 

small picture [from] 1909 I painted at night, with Henri and J.B. Yeats drawing by lamplight. I 

had a monochrome under-painting ready for first glaze and showed them the great change made 

by a transparent glazing.807 

 
806 Helen refers in her diary to a Mrs. Cobb “who so kindly takes place of [Brooks’] housekeeper 
since Mrs. Brooks’ death” (January27, 1947). In a previous entry, Sloan describes Mrs. Cobb as 
the “widow of [a] newspaper writer” (December 8, 1946).  

807 The painting Brooks admires is My Two Friends, Robert Henri and John Butler Yeats, 1910 
(oil on linen mounted on cardboard, 9 x 11 inches). The painting has been “missing” since 1953 
(Elzea 164). 
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 Harry & Maria stayed for tea and spent the evening with us. Harry is a fine fellow and 

good artist with clear ideas. She is a philosopher & wit of a very personal sort. 

 

January 27, 1947 Worked again on Gladys holding out the hand mirror, still on the tempera 

under-painting. In the afternoon I went on to the big sunbather started in “Sinagua” this 

summer… I paint in and then paint out the glare of sun, as I remember it turning [?] all the body 

to strange gold… 

 I went to the dentist also in the afternoon. [He] tried the 2 tooth bridge and again it was 

made wrong so that I have to go again. Helen also was there and he finished her work today. 

Came back and worked until dinner was ready. 

 Ira Moskowitz came in the evening bearing a large and heavy package containing 57 of 

his lithographs of the Indians of New Mex. and Arizona. These are for my consideration in 

writing a foreword for the book to be published by Dutton at a future date, perhaps 18 months 

from now. He hopes to get E.P. Dutton & Co. to advance money for him to go west this spring 

and make further drawings & paintings for the book. They hope to get the Book of the Month 

Club to take the book for large distribution to subscribers. Ira is so dynamic and energetically 

enthusiastic that I was pretty well fatigued, after working all day, when he left at nearly 10 P.M. 

 

January 28, 1947 Working on the big “Sunbather, Sinagua” again today. Helen went uptown 

taking two of my panels of the summer’s crop up to the Kraushaar gallery, where she saw 

Antoinette K. [who] said she liked them. 
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 H. also went in to see some “new Picassos” at Kootz Gallery -$5,000 to $20,000 - and 

reports that they have magnificent frames, but that they are only strange! There is surely a kind 

of sickness prevalent in the work of today. (As a matter of fact my own is not too well.)808 

*See last page (Monday) followed by 3 sketches 

 

January 29, 1947 Worked in confusion, getting nowhere this morning, from Miss Eilo posing 

with extended arm and hand mirror. The mental technical state I seem to be passing through is a 

source of great trouble. I hope I will be able to fight through it. 

 In the afternoon our artist acquaintance who I knew when he had a studio across the hall 

in the Chelsea here, Charles Cagle,809 came in to see me. Cagle has been in the army and, like all 

artists, is looking for a place to work in N.Y.C. He has a place of his own in Vermont. 

 Ferargil gallery is to give me an exhib. of pictures containing cats, and Helen informed 

the lady who is getting things for it that I had a nude with cat in niche of wall in the background. 

This makes it necessary for me to try to improve the cat!810 

 

 
808 “New Paintings by Picasso” was on view at the Kootz Gallery from January 27 to February 15, 
1947. It was the first post-war show of new work by Picasso in the United States. 

809 Charles Cagle (1907-1968) was a painter. (http://nashvillearts.com/2015/12/charlescagle-the-shock-of-
the-new/)  

810 The “Cat Show” (or “The Cat in Fine Art”) was on view at Ferargil Gallery from February 17 to 
March 8, 1947, and included Sloan’s Nude, Cat-in-Niche, 1945, 1947, 1950 (alternate title: Nude 
and Cat, oil on panel, 19 1/8 x 22 1/16 inches). The painting is part of the John Sloan Trust 
(Elzea 1161). 

http://nashvillearts.com/2015/12/charlescagle-the-shock-of-the-new/
http://nashvillearts.com/2015/12/charlescagle-the-shock-of-the-new/
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January 30, 1947 Working on both cat and nude in the painting for Cat. Ex. 

 Miss Antoinette Kraushaar has a request from a Los Angeles picture dealer to send on my 

painting of “Grand Central Station,” 1924. So it is necessary for me to varnish it [and make it] 

ready for collection tomorrow.811 

 Joseph Pollet sends me a list of his paintings in Museums & Collections and also a 

Biographical Outline, which he wrote in applying for a teaching job in the N.Y. University. It is 

an interesting statement. We will send it to Van Wyck Brooks and perhaps he may arrange for 

J.P. to be a recipient of the Academy [American Academy of Arts and Letters?] Award this year. 

Joe surely deserves it! He threw over a great modern success in order to go back to tradition with 

humility. 

 

January 31, 1947 We worked in the morning from Gladys. I did a couple of drawings. Helen 

also drew. Then I found a little spot on the painting “Grand Central Station” and gave it a little 

attention in tempera so that time would not change the tone in relation to the rest of the picture. 

In the afternoon I worked on the “Nude, Cat in Niche,” working on the nude legs. 

 [sketch]     

 

February 1, 1947 Rose late and worked on the nude & cat - also repainted parts of the large 

nude on the bath towel in the sun. 
 

811 Grand Central Station, 1924 (oil on canvas, 30 x 36 inches) now belongs to the Montgomery 
Museum of Fine Arts, Montgomery, Alabama (Elzea 719). The Los Angeles picture dealer who 
requested the painting has not been identified. 
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 In the afternoon Ruth Martin with a gentleman friend, Mr. Glover, came in to see us. We 

enjoyed her visit, and the friend is a very pleasant sort. We hope that there might be a marriage 

in the future. She has a job that she likes. I showed her some of my recent work and she shows 

good judgment and talks of buying one of my Gloucester paintings, but I don’t think that she can 

afford a real price. She has bought 2 or 3 of my small paintings in the past in installment 

payments.812 

 Helen invited them to stay for a spaghetti supper with a good salad. Mr. Glover went out 

and brought Ice Cream and a large cake. They stayed until nearly 10 o’clock. 

 

February 2, 1947 A day of work for both Helen and me. I tackled the large nude sunbather and 

by evening it seemed in a good condition. H. painted during the day, cooked 3 meals, and in the 

evening she washed and ironed a batch of shirts, etc. 

 [sketch of Helen ironing etc.] 

 

February 3, 1947 Miss Eilo posed in the morning and I made a new start on under-painting the 

nude holding out a mirror. Dried it, gave it a coat of gelatin, and started the top glazing and have 

some idea that it is going well.  

In the afternoon Edw. Hopper came in and I signed a petition to the New York University 

authorities asking that they postpone their occupancy and remodeling the studio building [at] 3 

 
812 Ruth Martin’s friend Mr. Glover has not been further identified. [Sloan later refers to him as 
“Berry” Glover] 
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Washington Square where Hopper & Pollet and W. Pach and other artists are living. It would 

surely be a shame to put these tenants out during the present shortage.813 

 

February 4, 1947 Worked for a while in the morning. Joe Pollet came, as invited, to lunch, and 

we sat until 2 o’clock talking. We then went by taxi to the Metropolitan Museum and there saw 

the English Government’s exhibition of paintings by Hogarth, Constable and Turner, a splendid 

show. Constable looms as a very great master as, of course, does Hogarth, whose pictures were 

new to me in the original and whose technical ability greatly amazed me. He is not to be 

compared to Rembrandt. It might conceivably be possible to imitate Hogarth in colored wax but 

not so with Rembrandt or other greater masters than H. 

 Constable is amazing in his sense of substance and realism - not Visual but realized. 

Turner seems rather weak to me by comparison. 

 A very fine and healthy afternoon. Back to the Chelsea where Helen made tea and we had 

further talk. 

 A feeling of great humility pervades my mind, but at the same time a feeling that honesty 

of purpose is a good thing. 

HFS diary, Wed., January 29-Fri., January 31, 1947: [J.S. says]…The Hogarth 

[painting] could not be duplicated with human beings, “nature,” but in wax works it 

 
813 The dispute between New York University and the artist-tenants of 3 Washington Square 
dragged on for years. In 1961 Edward and Jo Hopper were, according to Levin, the last tenants 
at the top of what had become an office building for the University’s School of Social Work, 
though there were still other tenants in the back part of the building, facing Washington Mews 
(p. 545). 
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could… [His paintings are] full of wonderful human detail & beautiful managing of 

neutral colors, fine difference in complexion, often use of re-painted “grays,” a thing I try 

to avoid. I feel that the “grays” should be result of under-sculpture & enveloping color 

surface. H[ogarth] does not really deal with the under & over form concept. He uses 

glazes to get color quality – but not as did Rembrandt or Titian. 

I realize now what a compliment was paid me by those critics who called me the 

American Hogarth… 

[As for] Constable, they have the contemptible meanness to blame 

Impressionism on him! Significant graphic textures, construction, love for things he was 

painting. Building the boat near Flatford – I’ve always admired that… 

 

February 5, 1947 Wedding Anniversary. 

 Our third Wedding Anniversary marking another very happy year’s ending for both 

Helen and myself, as we both state decidedly. 

 I woke today in the grip of a cold, and Helen insisted on my staying in bed. And I agreed 

quite readily, for I was in very poor condition. The fatigue I had felt for several days past, with 

the aching back that went with it, were evidently not all from my work. The cold was working on 

me. 

 Miss Eilo came and Helen made some drawings from her. 

 The doctor from the hotel here, Dr. Ajemian, came in answer to H. phone [call], and left a 

prescription. The day went by, and with Helen’s attentions, I was kept comfortable. 



492 
 

 

February 6, 1947 This day again in bed with nasal trouble and fever [but] not so bad as 

yesterday. The throat has begun to trouble me now, but the medicine [is] doing me some good. 

 Always we are worried as to whether I will be able to fill my engagement at the [Art 

Students] League, where I am to talk tomorrow night. 

 

February 7, 1947 Feeling better today. No fever, but my throat and voice are still in irregular 

condition. But Helen plies me with the medicines and I am being well fed and enjoy my meals. 

In the afternoon H. phoned to the Art Students League and arranged for them to send a 

car for me this evening. It snowed in the afternoon. Chris Buchheit, the 40-year chief janitor and 

general man to be depended on of the A.S.L., arrived with a big limousine and chauffeur and we 

went up to the League. It was very comfortable. They had provided a loud speaker system in the 

members’ room, but after fussing with it for 1/4 hour I took the stand without its aid and… 

(according to H.) did a very good job. I felt that it was going well myself. My voice, at first 

husky, improved as I went on. The fee was $50.00. After the talk, Klonis, the Manager of the 

League, took us across 57th St. to Schrafft’s and we had some bracing highballs. Chris B. was 

with us and we were brought home by the limousine. 

HFS diary, Fri., February 7, 1947: The League… arranged at my request for a 

microphone to save Sloan’s voice. After waiting an hour the equipment was still out of 

order, so Sloan spoke – 1 ½ hrs., starting almost sotto voce & ending up better, [the] 

audience hushed & appreciative. Sloan spoke wonderfully – quietly, clearly, 
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humorously. Before he spoke, he had hardly been able to say three words without his 

voice breaking. I managed to get most of the talk down… 

 

February 8, 1947 Today I spent the day in bed resting from my successful effort of last night. 

[sketches] 

 

February 9, 1947 Rested in the bed this morning. In the afternoon I got up and Helen allowed 

me to go up to the Studio, where I worked two hours on the “Nude with Cat in Niche,” which I 

now feel is finished. I stayed up for dinner and during the evening, and will go to bed feeling 

very much better. 

[sketch] 

 

February 10, 1947 We drew from Miss Eilo in the morning. I felt not quite well enough to 

paint. The drawing went pretty well. 

 After lunch, by telephone appointment, a young man, investigator for the State Pardon 

Board, came to interview me as to the quality of some drawings and prints made by a prisoner in 

State Prison, examples of whose work had been sent to me last year. I stated, as before, that I 

think the man has a considerable talent, but of course feel that he needs instruction and further 

experience. The commercial use of his work is possible. But all artistic progress is difficult, of 

course. Our visitor intends to see others on the matter. 
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 I rested during the afternoon and kept away from the studio. 

 

February 11, 1947 Worked on the large nude on the bath towel, Mountain background. Also 

worked on toning and bronzing the frame for “Nude and Cat in Niche.” Do not feel quite up to 

par as I suppose some of the cold effects still hang on. 

 A very good job, in the afternoon, I gave six of my pipes a good cleaning. 

[sketches] 

 

February 12, 1947 Today we worked from Gladys and I put through some good licks on the 

painting started years ago – “Nude Standing at Table with Vase of Flower Stalks.” I put on a 

linear color textural glaze, which I believe is quite successful. 

 In the afternoon Mrs. A. Levinson, widow of the artist A.L., 814 who studied with me for a 

while, came in to talk to us about her late husband’s work. She is a nice solid little woman and is 

in the usual worried condition as to her husband’s work, its future, what to do, etc. Helen gave 

her some help. She says that he left some old Maratta815 colors in tubes and canvas, etc. She 

wants me to have the paints. We suggested Ira Moskowitz for the canvas.  

 

 
814 Abraham F. Levinson (1883-1946) 
(https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/75379).  

815 Henri introduced Sloan to Hardesty Maratta’s set of twenty-four pigments in 1909. Maratta, a 
color theorist, had devised a system in which colors were equated with musical chords. 

https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/75379
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February 13, 1947 I worked from a sketchbook nude on a gesso panel, starting last night so as 

to have something to send to the New Masses art auction. Joe Foster came for it in the afternoon 

and seemed pleased with it. It is to be sold at upset price [of] $125.00. The artist gets half, the 

Masses 1/2.816 

 He also took a colored girl seated in the subway, a good painting by Helen. $125.00, 1/2 

and 1/2 terms, of course. 

 Helen took my panel “Nude, Cat in Niche” up to Kraushaar’s today. They will send it 

over to Ferargil gallery for the Cat Exhibition coming on in a few days. 

 Helen’s work improves steadily. Her drawing is earnest, studious and competent. So rare 

are these qualities nowadays. Her paintings are also becoming more able and are free from direct 

contamination of the strange influences of today. 

 

February 14, 1947 We painted from Gladys this morning, [and I] started a new subject, “Model 

Looking into the Unsold” or some such listing. 817 The frames & canvasses on shelves behind the 

long gray curtains and a nude back. 

 Billy Bomar came back to his studio across the hall from his 2-month visit home [to] Fort 

Worth, Tex. Helen asked him to have lunch with us. He is glad to get back to the metropolis. We 

 
816 Small Nude, Blue Sofa, 1947 (oil on panel, 11 ¾ x 8 ¾ inches) was included in the New 
Masses’ “Eighth Annual Art auction of Modern and Contemporary Paintings,” held at ACA 
Gallery on March 9, 1947. The present location of the work is unknown (Elzea 1195). 

817 Sloan began work this day on Exploring the Unsold, 1947, 1948 (oil on panel, 23 7/8 x 20 
inches), which is now in a private collection (Elzea 1196) 
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went to see Finian’s Rainbow this evening at 46th St. Theatre. Don Freeman, who is in touch 

with theatricals on account of the drawings he makes for the newspapers, phoned us earlier in the 

day and told us he was leaving two pairs for us at the box office. 

 It was a very pleasant, even heartwarming entertainment. A musical comedy, but with 

such witty elements and fanciful ideas, and with very satisfactory digs at race prejudice. 

Foulmouthed [Billboard Rawkins was?] held up to ridicule. Negro & white dancers and actors 

both took part. The dancing was dashing and free. I really enjoyed this evening so unusual for us. 

And yet the theatres every night are filled with people and few of the plays are worth seeing!818 

 

February 15, 1947 A quiet day indoors, as generally. I worked in the afternoon on the nude 

looking in hand glass picture [and] did considerable repainting and changing. 

 Helen called on the phone to thank Don Freeman for the tickets. Lydia at home - says 

they are both painting. Helen painted both morning and in afternoon, working on 3 or more 

panels [then] setting them aside to take up another. Of course, she does all this in addition to 

cooking 3 meals! 

[sketch “Helen typing J.S. “talks”] 

 

 
818 Finian’s Rainbow, a “musical satire” by E.Y. Harburg and Fred Saidy, opened at the Forty-
sixth Street Theatre in New York on January 10, 1947. The character Billboard Rawkins was an 
old-fashioned Southern senator. 
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February 16, 1947 Worked on the “Nude with Hand Mirror” today. Helen also painted in the 

morning and for a while in the afternoon. In the evening I wrote a letter to Will Shuster in Santa 

Fe. 

[sketch - “My silk underwear thing of shreds & Patches] 

 

February 17, 1947 Painted from Gladys this morning. Went on with the studio storage racks 

covered with long gray curtains, which are parted, and Gladys standing nude, looking at the 

framed paintings on these shelves. I have a name for it - “Exploring the Unsold.” 

 In the evening Mrs. J.F. Kraushaar and Antoinette came on invitation to dinner. Helen 

had some nice beefsteaks and good accompaniments. We understand from Antoinette that the 

Gallery is in difficulty. J.F.K., who died in November, had certain debts, which had been 

neglected, and to settle the estate there may be some sort [of] foreclosure. As they have received 

payment for the pictures bought by Dartmouth College and had not paid me my share, that 

money may be tied up in assets of the business. She asks us to go easy and not push her. We feel 

that will be all we can do to help. 

Antoinette selected some Gloucester pictures to go up soon.  

The news about the business is rather dismal. I hope Antoinette will be able to keep it 

going. 

HFS diary, (?) Mon., February 17, 1947: All this [Kraushaar business] J.S. and I 

discussed at length. At first heatedly & under sense of being abused. But in reasoning 
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the matter out it was decided to stick with the firm, which is one of New York’s oldest, 

[and] of fine, honest reputation. And where else would one want to see Sloan’s work? 

 

February 18, 1947 A letter from Shuster in Santa Fe crossing my letter of Sunday, as I had 

feared - The weather out there beautiful, he says. Also Sylvanus Morley is rumored to be the new 

director following death of Dr. Hewett. He is a good archaeologist but not much on art I’m 

afraid. 

 At 11 A.M. I went up to a hearing before the rental control board of OPA on 5th Ave. 

They are hearing the reply of the tenants of 1-3 Washington Square to an order evicting them. I 

was called to state my views. I said that no business project such as New York University 

landlord should be allowed [?] putting out tenants, and in the present housing shortage - and etc., 

etc. Old Frederick Stokes, aged 88 years - has been in #3 forty years or more [and] made his plea 

to be allowed to end his years there. Walter Pach also spoke well. The tenants have about 6 or 8 

lawyers. The hearing is postponed until next Thursday 11 A.M. The Univ. of N.Y. had no 

attorney present and seemed to assume a sort of aloof & snobbish attitude.  

 Helen went to see the Cat Exhibition - says my “Cat & Nude” looks well. I came home 

and worked on the nude by the flower stalks - added a ribbon from hand to hand across the privy 

parts with lettering, “Miss Boston.” Painted dark background on my small self-portrait, greatly 

improving it, [and] made the mantelpiece black in a small nude made in Santa Fe this summer.819 

 
819 Parts of Sloan’s statement at the hearing are quoted in “Artists Make a ‘Sentimental’ Plea to 
OPA in Effort to Stay Eviction,” The New York Times, February 19, 1947, p. 27. Frederick W. 
Stokes was an “artist-tenant” of 3 Washington Square who owned the distinction of having 
accompanied Admiral Perry to the North Pole (Levin, p. 92). Sloan probably worked this day on 
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February 19, 1947 Painted on the panel of Gladys with the gray curtain back - “Exploring the 

Unsold.” 

 In the afternoon I had to go up to the dentist and see if he could improve the “bite” of my 

new 2-tooth bridge. Later in the afternoon he phoned saying that the change in the lower bridge 

would take until Monday next. 

 

February 20, 1947 In the late afternoon Dorothy Kingsland brought in Miss Clara Sipprell, who 

is a very fine photographer, one of the earlier woman photogs. She showed us beautiful studies 

of many eminent people as far back as Tolstoi and [the poet] E[dwin] Markham. Miss S. wishes 

me to pose for her. I agreed gladly and we made an appointment for Sunday M[ar]ch 2. I will be 

glad to be among her gallery of beautiful portraits.820 

 

February 21, 1947 Gladys Eilo - first generation of Finnish stock in this country - posed again, 

looking behind the large curtains - “Exploring the Unsold.” 

 
Self-Portrait (Pipe and Brown Jacket), 1946 (oil on panel, 16 1/8 x 12 1/8 inches), which is now 
in the collection of the Delaware Art Museum (Elzea 1176). The “small nude” that he refers to is 
probably Chilly in the Studio, 1946 (oil on panel, 13 ¾ x 9 ¾ inches), which is now in the 
collection of Mr. and Mrs. Edward R. Gray (Elzea 1182).  

820 Clara E. Sipprell (1885-1975) was known primarily as a portrait photographer. She used an 8 
x 10 inch view camera, shot her subjects in natural light, and never retouched or enlarged. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clara_Sipprell)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clara_Sipprell
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 After lunch a visitor - Mrs. Higginson, who back at the Judson Hotel on Wash. Square 

was behind the desk and a friendly person. [She] is now married to a man who is in charge of the 

undersea Atlantic Cable ships, keeping the cable in condition. She has been doing photography, 

and she made some dozen or more “shots” of me and some of Helen & Me. She has a very small 

and very fine “Leica” camera. 

 Mrs. W. Pach phoned and asked me to come to a tenants meeting at Mrs. Moore’s 

apartment [at] 3 Washington Square. She also told me that their lawyer had said that my talk to 

the OPA authorities was the most important from a legal point of view.821 

 Worked some this afternoon on the shadow side of Yolande’s portrait (of December last). 

 After dinner Don and Lydia Freeman came in. She’s looking very well, just back from 

Florida where Don’s brother is a hotel manager. We had a very nice evening, I showing them my 

recent work. 

 

February 22, 1947 Today I worked on the portrait of Yolande, trying to improve the shaded side 

of the face, repainting in tempera, isolating it and glazing. Several hours work and I left it feeling 

that I had not solved the problem. Also started changing the color of the background of “Gladys 

and [Black] Cat,” which I changed in tempera after it came back from the Whitney Annual Ex. 

 

February 23, 1947 We painted in the morning and early afternoon. In the evening, at 6 o’clock, 

we went uptown to Dr. Farr’s on 74th St., where we had a birthday dinner for my Helen, who 
 

821 Neither Mrs. Higginson nor Mrs. Moore has been further identified. 
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was born a tomorrow in 1911. Dr. Kenyon, a retired woman physician, was also a guest along 

with ourselves and young Dr. Hollon Farr and his wife, Anne. We had 3 partridges, victims of 

Dr. Charles’ shotgun on a trip to N.J. a week or more since. 

 After dinner we passed the evening in talking. Dr. Kenyon has been in Colorado visiting 

a married daughter, also a doctor. Young Hollon Farr is still looking for an apartment, but 

meanwhile he is living with Anne at Dr. Chas. F.’s apartment. 

 The weather following two days of snow is very damp and the streets sloppy, but we 

went by taxi to the subway entrance at 53rd St. and by that means to 23rd St. and the “Chelsea.” 

 

February 24, 1947 [NYT clippings re artists eviction/OPA]  

Some three or four hours I worked on the portrait of Yolande van Reesema, and I think 

that I have improved it. 

 First, of course, we worked from Gladys’ back, she looking at the picture storage. We 

have been working from back view for a physical reason. Gladys went to Dr. Chas. Farr for a 

slight operation on a mole on the right breast on Feb 14th. He fixed her up with a cross bandage 

and a bright rosy coat of Mercurochrome, which made front views out of the question. 

[sketches] 

 

February 25, 1947 I worked several hours on the portrait of Yolande. And in the afternoon 

Marie Higginson came with proofs of the snapshots she took last Friday, and we were greatly 
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pleased with all of them. It is astonishing what these small Leica cameras can do on a small film 

not much bigger than a postage stamp when printed by enlargement. The series she made of me 

and Helen are wonderful. The portraits of Helen are lovely, and she is difficult to photograph, 

not to say how tough to paint. 

 I got at the “Road to Cerillos” panel painted last thing last summer, and I feel that I have 

greatly improved it. 

 I have a letter from Virginia Still who says she studied with me 15 or more years ago. I 

don’t place her, unless she was Virginia Beach, whose work was interesting to me.822 

 

February 26, 1947 Worked on a very small panel from Gladys seated tailor fashion on a red-

topped box. The morning passed in getting the tiny thing started in tempera. I seem to have no 

speed nowadays.823 

 In the afternoon I worked on the portrait of Helen in blue (this summer). Repainted in 

tempera the forehead. Toward evening X.J. barile came in, having arranged by phone. Helen 

invited him to supper and he earned it varnishing pictures of mine to go to Kraushaar’s 

tomorrow. He also, with Helen, got them all into frames while I went on working. 

 After we were through, at about 1 o’clock in the morning, we had some drinks - Apple 

Brandy with a touch of “Forbidden Fruit,” a liqueur, which he brought as a present - very good. 

He left at 2 A.M. He is a sweet fellow - so considerate, so kindly, so appreciative. 
 

822 Neither Virginia Still nor Virginia Beach has been further identified. 

823 Sloan began work this day on Table Top, 1947 (oil on cardboard, 15 x 11 inches), which is part 
of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea number 1197). 
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February 27, 1947 This morning the express man called for the paintings for Antoinette 

Kraushaar. We sent 11 - all that were ready. I have to work on “Helen in Blue” today and also on 

the “Sunbather on the Hill.” Afternoon, after lunch, Helen’s old friend, once my pupil at the A.S. 

League, Mrs. Kay Von Minckwitz came from Phila. to see us, and we had a nice time showing 

her 20 pictures sent back from Kraushaar’s. I enjoyed seeing them as much as she did, as many 

of them had been away for years. 

 I worked most favorably on “Helen in Blue,” improving it greatly. The “Sunbather” is 

also in good shape now. 

 Helen and I celebrated a good day’s work by some more of last night’s “poison.” Kay is 

doing well in Phila. as a social worker, and she liked my recent work so very honestly that it 

really cheered me up. 

 

February 28, 1947 We painted from Gladys in the morning. I worked on the small panel started 

Wednesday. After lunch I worked on the big nude “Sunbather in the Mountains” started in the 

summer. 

 Helen went up to see Miss Kraushaar, who tells her that she don’t much like the “Miss 

Boston” nude (three-quarter-length nude with ribbon across pubic region with letters, “Miss 

Boston”). It amused me [but] maybe I was wrong. Altho Don Freeman liked it and so did Mrs. 

Higginson, who took a photo of me with it on easel. Miss K. and H. went over the stock of 
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Sloans, and H. thinks it would be a good idea to send some others up and take back some that 

have been at the gallery for years. 

 

March 1, 1947 I worked on the “Sunbather” this morning, tinkering with the feet, which I now 

feel can go. 

 Helen went to a Private School Teachers luncheon, as she wants to keep in touch with her 

old profession, particularly as to means to increase salaries, which are even lower than those of 

public school teachers. 

 On the phone, at 2 P.M., I received the shocking news that Marie Higginson had died 

yesterday. Her husband called me up. Said that it was result of a stroke and wanted to know 

whether some 20 photo prints that she had just made of those of Helen & I in the studio were of 

immediate importance to us. I of course said no, anytime. 

 Marie was possibly 40 yrs. old or less and 6 ft., [a] beautifully formed woman who 

seemed to be in the prime of life. Her face was a little flushed. That’s all I noticed! 

 Late afternoon Bill Bomar came over and asked us to come over to his place and have 

cocktails. We did so very willingly and he played his new radio for us - a very fine instrument 

with FM reception. 

 

March 2, 1947 Up late and did tinkering all day with breaks for lunch and to lie down for 

relaxation. Considerable trouble came my way as I made what I thought would be slight changes 
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in the face of “Helen in Blue.” One thing led to another and now I have it in a sort of stew 

condition. Well, so it goes. 

Two books of reproductions of Picasso’s work loaned us by B. Bomar seem to 

demonstrate that trouble is not a necessary ingredient in painting. He has been a lifelong success. 

It seems he pleases himself and others, or else pleasing others pleases him. He is undoubtedly an 

important factor in the painting of today. As long as the Museum of Modern Art keeps its props 

under his work it will have money values to please the buyers. It should be forbidden fruit for the 

rich. It has value only to artists, adult artists.824 

HFS diary, (?) Sat., February 22-Tues., February 25, 1947: Reading the two new 

books on Picasso (borrowed from Bill Bomar), try[ing] to see if there is some (perhaps 

metaphysical) significance in his work, which I miss appreciating… the Janis opus it 

seems to me is pure rot. I read some of it to Sloan & we cannot but regret that a man of 

Picasso’s stature should allow this to be written with his blessing by default… The 

constant talk of psychology (& morbid mangled psychology) in the forms is so much 

half-baked, phony aesthetics… Barr’s work is far more reserved & careful… 

 

March 3, 1947 We painted from Gladys this A.M. I went on with the small cardboard panel, 15 

x 11, of nude seated on a red velvet-covered table. Looks like a somewhat precarious seat, as I 

have made a one-legged table out of the box, which she posed on! Worked in the afternoon until 

dinnertime, and after dinner we had a visit from Miss Regina Farrelly and her sister, both 
 

824 The two books on Picasso to which Sloan refers are probably Picasso, the Recent Years, 1939-
1946 by Harriet and Sidney Janis (Garden City, N.Y., 1946) and Picasso, Fifty Years of His Art by 
Alfred H. Barr, Jr. (New York, 1946), as Helen’s comments suggest. 
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spinsters and both painters. Regina took a great deal of interest in the Soc. of Independent Artists 

for years, and was in the ex. from the start. They enjoyed looking at our work and seemed to be 

especially interested in the work done in New Mexico. They have spent some months there at 

various times, usually stopping in Taos. We showed them the Moskowitz set of lithographs and 

they were very much interested, as they have seen many of the dance rituals.825 

 

March 4, 1947 Today I have about finished the little “Table Top” nude… Helen’s aunt 

Katherine and her husband Julian D’Este, with whom we had Xmas dinner, called in the 

afternoon. We had tea and looked at pictures. He is a semi-retired businessman - not a large 

concern, so he feels the grind of upper & nether grindstones. He is a Republican and yet not 

deeply convinced, just has hopes! Of course, he don’t agree with my hopes that Russia may find 

her way through the present dictatorship and make a success of a real socialist state without 

further wars! After dinner I worked about an hour under our fine fluorescent lights. 

 

March 5, 1947 We worked from Miss Eilo this morning. Started a small panel, which may be 

sent to the Spanish Relief Auction in case I want to hold the other small one made earlier.826 

Gladys herself was very enthusiastic over the earlier last one. 

 
825 Both Regina Farrelly and her sister Aline participated in S.I.A. exhibitions.  

Regina is listed as having participated in the 1917 exhibition. See “Catalogue of the First Annual 
Exhibition of the Society of Independent Artists.” 

826 Sloan apparently began work this day on Book End, 1947 (oil on cardboard, 11 ¼ x 14 7/8 
inches), which is part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1198). 
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 In the afternoon Helen went out to get a sheet of asbestos to cover one of the studio 

radiators to shield stored paintings on racks above it. I went on with the tempera under-painting 

of the small panel. 

 After dinner, in the evening, Helen read to me the MS of John Collier (former Indian 

service head). This he has written as the text matter for the Dutton & Co. publication of Ira 

Moskowitz’s fine lithographs to be published perhaps not until next year. We think the Collier 

writing is most informative on the Southwest Indians and puts their case most sympathetically. 

Perhaps it will not suit the present Indian Bureau, but that will expose their neglect of the real 

good of the Indians.827 

 

March 6, 1947 Worked a while in the morning but was usefully interrupted by Ira Moskowitz, 

with John Collier, sometime Indian Commissioner, who came to talk about Ira’s book of 

lithographs. I told J.C. that I had very much liked the MS for the text of the volume, and also said 

that what he wrote of the situation of the Indians is so important that it should be a reason for 

immediate publication, if possible. 

 
827 John Collier was a prominent lobbyist for Native American rights before Franklin D. 
Roosevelt appointed him Commissioner of Indian Affairs in 1933. He resigned that position in 
1945 and accepted a faculty position in sociology and anthropology at New York’s City College in 
1947. 
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 I worked on finishing the house, “Sinagua,” in my picture of 1941.828 Collier liked some 

Southwest paintings of mine. He is a fine, well-informed, thoughtful man. Too bad that he could 

not stay in the Indian Bureau. 

 In the afternoon Helen went uptown and looked at the ACA gallery ex. of pictures to be 

sold for The New Masses next Sunday. There are about 250 of them. 

 We walked from 23rd St. to the Misses Farrelly apartment in the huge London Terrace 

and had cocktails and a good dinner in the restaurant. Pachs were there and we met an 

archaeologist and his wife, [also?] an artist – Mr. and Mrs. Beries829 (?). We had a very pleasant 

evening. Both the Farrelly ladies are painters and very comfortable financially.830 

 I had forgotten to write of Miss Clara Sipprell who came today and took several photos of 

myself. She is a “purist” photog. No artificial light, no reflectors, 8 x 10 direct, no enlargement. 

Very real enthusiasm. 

 

March 7, 1947 We worked on the seated nude pose from Gladys this morning. I have her seated 

with her back to a shelf containing books. The title I have in mind is “Book End.” Have put a 

book in her hand. 

 
828 Sloan worked this day on Sinagua, New Mexico, 1941, 1947 (oil on panel, 24 x 30 inches), 
which belongs to the John Sloan Memorial Foundation (Elzea 1114). 

829 The archeologist Beries (?) and his wife have not been identified. 

830 The London Terrace apartment complex, located between 23rd and 24th Streets and 9th and 
10th Avenues in Manhattan, was built in 1930, and consists of 14 buildings of 16 stories each, 
containing a total of 1670 apartments. At the time of its construction, it was one of the largest 
developments of its kind in the world.  
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 In the evening Helen went up to the A.S. League to hear Kenneth H. Miller’s lecture. She 

got home at 10.30. Saw Klonis and had a talk with Henry Schnakenberg, who is interested in a 

plan for organizing an Artists Equity Assoc. He will come to see me about it next Tuesday 

evening, fetching an artist from Albuquerque [Lloyd Goff831] who hung the ex. of my paintings 

in Mrs. Simm’s gallery there some years ago. I remember how well that show looked and how 

remote from town the very good gallery was situated.832 

 

March 8, 1947 Today I worked on the portrait of “Helen in Blue.” I am working on an under-

painting of forehead & cheek & mouth. 

 Helen took our pictures up to Kraushaar gallery. “Sunbather in the Mountains,” which I 

have just finished touching [up], is to go to the Pepsi Cola ex. along with [?] from Kraushaar’s. 

She went to another gallery - also saw the cat ex., and my “Cat in Niche” nude is not now 

hanging. 

[sketch] 

HFS diary, (?) Wed., March 5, 1947: Saw Geo. Constant at his show [and] he 

attacked me for “allowing Sloan to show in this gallery” (Ferargil) – in the cat show. I 

 
831 Lloyd Goff (1908-1982) painter, professor of art at the University of New Mexico 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lloyd_Lozes_Goff)  

832 The formation of the Artists Equity Association was announced in a press release issued 
March 25, 1947, which described the new organization as “the first of its kind in the United 
States to advance the economic interests of painters, sculptors, and graphic artists.” 
Schnakenberg was one of the organization’s first vice-presidents (there were several). Sloan 
names Goff in his diary entry for March 11, 1947. “Mrs. Simm’s gallery” in Albuquerque has not 
been further identified. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lloyd_Lozes_Goff
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could [but?] ask him why then he showed there himself! After all, any opportunity to 

show the nudes is to be taken. I find that the J.S. “Nude, Cat in Niche” has been 

removed from wall, & replaced by more salable kittens! 

 

March 9, 1947 This morning I did some very good work in glazing in the “Helen in Blue.” I 

think that it is now much better - a better portrait and more attractive. 

 In the afternoon Helen, altho not feeling very well, went up to 57th St. to the New Masses 

auction at the ACA gallery833. They have 250 pictures [and] she wants to get an idea of how the 

prices go. There is a small panel nude of mine for which they have been offered $125.00, but I 

told Foster not to sell it in advance of the Auction sale. 

 …[Helen] said that there was a large crowd at the ACA gallery, but that the bidders were 

very little inclined to bid enough so that Foster withdrew many pictures as not reaching the 

“upset” price. She left and stopped to see the Henry Moore sculptures and drawings at the Mus. 

of Mod. Art. She liked his things very much. We had our usual happy evening together.834 

HFS diary, (?) Sun., March 9-Mon., March 10, 1947: I went over to Modern 

Museum to see Henry Moore exhibition. Deeply impressed by some of the sculpture. 

(We like his drawings. Sloan says he makes things as though of wood or stone, with 

signified texture.)… [I] sense the great integrity of the man, [his] honest understanding 

 
833 The auction took place from March 3-8, 1947 (Elzea 2: p.482) 

834 “Henry Moore Sculptures and Drawings” was on view at the Museum of Modern Art from 
December 17, 1946 to March 16, 1947. It was the largest show ever given a living British artist in 
the United States. (https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/2908?locale=en)  

https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/2908?locale=en


511 
 

of Mayan sculpture, related to his more sophisticated vision. He is entitled to his 

experiments in amorphous form… 

 

March 10, 1947 Worked on Gladys nude with hand mirror, all over the figure with tempera and 

tempera scumbles, and think it is advancing. After lunch I started to glaze, first, of course, giving 

the tempera portions a coat of gelatin as isolation. 

 After dinner, in the evening, Miss Sipprell came with a friend of Helen’s, Miss [Phyllis] 

Fenner, who has long befriended Ethel Swantees, who is now teaching art and rather successful. 

Miss Sipprell had proofs of the photos she took last Thursday and they were most of them very 

good & characteristic of me. We selected several for her to make glossy prints of, suitable for 

reproduction. We enjoyed their visit.835 

 

March 11, 1947 After my breakfast - in bed, as usual - Helen went up to Dr. Farr’s apartment 

where she is to take care of Brud’s wife, Anne, who is ill after a miscarriage of her second, also 

missed, baby. I was working on the nude looking at the storage racks, “Exploring the Unsold,” 

when Polyg. Vagis called full of a new plan which he has started with his own 25-member 

Legion Post on Long Island. They have agreed to pay him $25.00 a week, supply tools, etc. in 

the sculpturing of a huge Long Island boulder into a war memorial. He is enthusiastic altho there 

is no more than a bare living in the work. 
 

835 Ethel Swantees (b. 1896), a one-time student of Sloan’s, taught at Westover School, in 
Middlebury, Connecticut, from 1942 into the 1950s. Helen writes in her diary, “For so many 
years [Swantees] has stuck to her painting, helped by friend [?] Phyllis Fenner” (ca. March 15, 
1947). 
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 Helen left me a nice lunch, which I ate at 1.30. 

 When H. returned at 4.30 I welcomed her and, a short while later, H. Schnakenberg and 

Lloyd Goff (of Albuquerque). We looked at pictures and then had sherry and cake. S. tells me of 

a new guild - Artists’ Equity Assoc. - and asked me to be a director. I agreed, hoping for the best 

and that our American Communists will not get inside and wreck it. The dues will be $12 a year 

and I hope that every member will get his money’s worth!836 

 

March 12, 1947 “Oh, we worked from Gladys in the Mornin’“ [and] went on during the day on 

the nude with hand mirror. 

 In the evening I went out for an evening with the “Boys” of the Am. Institute of Arts and 

Letters and got home after 11 o’clock. The dinner at the Knickerbocker Club was very well 

attended. 52 present, the greatest number I have seen, and we had a good time. Many cocktails 

before dinner “made conversation,” as old J.B. Yeats used to say. We had some newly elected 

members - Carl Milles,837 sculptor, made a very sweet talk on his student life in Paris [and] work 

[as apprentice?] of Rodin. Dr. Hocking, philosopher838 - Christopher La Farge, writer whom I 

recognized by his resemblance to Oliver La F., my Santa Fe friend - and Frank Lloyd Wright, 

 
836 Vagis, a resident of Bethpage, Long Island, created a sculpture honoring the veterans of 
World War II for Bethpage Community Park.  

837 The Swedish-born sculptor Carl Milles (1875-1955) worked as an assistant to Rodin around 
1900; he settled in Chicago in the early 1930s and was subsequently invited to teach at 
Cranbrook Academy of Art, in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, where he remained until around 
1950. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Milles)  

838 William Ernest Hocking (1873-1966) was a Harvard-educated philosopher and professor at 
his alma mater; his magnum opus was The Meaning of God in Human Experience (1912). 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Ernest_Hocking)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Milles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Ernest_Hocking
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architect - all spoke briefly. I finally, after refraining, took the floor to state that the artist was an 

independent creator [and] needed no help - worked for his own ends, as a poet should do. I told 

Helen afterward that I am a human sandwich - a slice of modesty, a slice of reticence, sparsely 

buttered with wisdom, and a thick slice of “Ham” (actor).839 

 At least I have a good time at these rare meetings with intelligent men. Of course, at the 

table I got off my agnostic views as well as my anti-Catholic opinions pretty strongly to three 

neighbors, 2 of them Catholics, but they were tolerant, as all educated Catholics are. But as few 

as possible are educated. 

 

March 13, 1947 Working on the “Nude with Hand Mirror,” carrying on glazes. Also, I started a 

quart bottle of Damar Varnish from the gum filtered [?] into surrounding turpentine. 

 A serious step is proposed by the president in his message yesterday. He wants to let 

Greece have 250 million dollars and Turkey $150 million along with army training and forces to 

“keep order.” As the Greek government is notoriously fascist and crooked, if any moneys go 

there, they are destined to go to the grafters.840 

 
839 Milles and Hocking were elected to the National Institute of Arts & Letters in 1947, as was the 
author Christopher La Farge (1897-1956), whose brother Oliver (1901-1963) was a Harvard-
educated ethnologist and leading authority on Native American culture. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_La_Farge; 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_La_Farge)  

840 President Truman gave a major foreign policy address on March 12, 1947, in which he asked 
Congress for a $400 million aid package for Greece and Turkey in order to prevent Soviet 
expansion in the Near East and Balkans.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_La_Farge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_La_Farge
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 It seems as though any help for the people of Greece will have to be dispensed by 

American supervision. The whole situation may bring on War. 

 

March 14, 1947 We were “workin’ from Gladys in the mornin’.” I worked still further on the 

“Nude with Hand Glass,” introducing some dotted textural notes. 

 In the afternoon we had Bill Bomar with a girl friend from Fort Worth. He had asked that 

he might come in with this visitor from his hometown. I showed paintings - and through a 

suggestion of Bill’s, I intend to make a change in the “Hand Glass” picture. We had sherry for 

them, and Cecil (Spike) Bell & Agatha came in, invited to dinner. When Bill & Miss Veronica 

[?] left, Helen made dinner and we enjoyed a pleasant evening with the Bells during which Miss 

Ethel Swantees, whom we had not seen for a long time, came in, and another period of showing 

work started. As the pictures were liked generally, the task of getting them out was not so very 

onerous. They all left at 11.30. 

 

March 15, 1947 Leaving me in bed after breakfast, Helen went up to see Gladys Eilo’s dancing 

class under Doris Humphrey on 7th Ave. & 16 St. While she was away, I worked on the “Nude 

with Hand Glass,” changing the size of the mirror, making it smaller.841 

 Cowards not only fear, they cause fear. There are too many Cowards with Power in the 

world, and too many cowards with greed [and] too many with followers. 

 
841 Doris Humphrey (1895-1958), a retired dancer, had been director of the Dance Center, 
Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. of New York City, since 1945. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doris_Humphrey)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doris_Humphrey
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[sketch] 

 

March 16, 1947 Worked on the “Exploring the Unsold” panel, repainting the nude figure [and] 

pushing back the large gray curtain. I am trying some linear texturing on the curtain [and] it 

seems to be an improvement. 

 In the evening we went uptown to the apartment - quite large, roomy, and with lackey in 

the large foyer (180 E. 79th St.) - where Mary Regensburg, now Mrs. Leonard Feist, and her two 

little girls, Linda & Betty, live. We had cocktails and a very good dinner [with] just one colored 

girl serving and cooking. Mary is also a good cook, and she is beginning to paint again after 

taking some 7 years off to beget and start her children. 

 The portrait of Mary I painted in ‘38 has developed some blurs, perhaps varnish or oil 

darkening. I brought it home to see if I could fix it.842 

HFS diary, Sun., March 16, 1947: Mary talked much with me of psychological 

problems – children frustrate her, etc. She tries almost too hard to be a good parent. I 

fear that her “analysis” may have [spoiled?] her direct personality – may keep her from 

getting back to her painting. How happily she used to work, choosing color notes & 

technical happenings & the linear superscriptions. We brought home Sloan’s portrait of 

Mary which he had given her [?] as wedding present. 

 

 
842 Mary Regensburg, 1938, 1947 (oil on panel, 24 x 20 inches) is owned by Mary Regensburg 
Feist (Elzea 1077). 
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March 17, 1947 We painted from Gladys Eilo in the morning. Started head and shoulder studies 

in black velvet jacket with artificial rose. After lunch we had a call from a blond, a hired model - 

and as we are not going to have Gladys after April 1st, we engaged her to sit for us on a few dates 

in April.843 

 I worked on the portrait of Mary R. in the afternoon. I have cleaned it and gone over the 

head with tempera monochrome. I may lose the likeness somewhat, but as it was a gift, Helen 

says that I must consider the panel as mine and take any chances to improve its condition. 

[sketch] 

 

March 18, 1947 I rested in bed until late this morning. After I got up, I started to go on with the 

repainting on Mary R. portrait. I gave it - that is, the face - a couple of glazes and brought it 

downstairs when Helen called me to lunch. We think it is somewhat better as a likeness, and I 

know that some construction details are better. 

After lunch Helen went uptown and saw the large collection of Winslow Homer’s 

paintings now at Wildenstein.844 She reports that they are beautiful and much more sensitive than 

reproductions show them. Walter Pach has an ex. at the Laurel Gallery, [and] she stopped in to 

see it. She particularly speaks of a watercolor of a rabbit in linear technique.845 

------------------------------ 
 

843 Girl in Café (private collection) Elzea 1199. 

844 The “Loan Exhibition of Winslow Homer for the Benefit of the New York Botanical Garden” 
was on view at Wildenstein and Co. from February 19 to March 22, 1947. 

845 Walter Pach’s exhibition at the Laurel Gallery was on view through April 4. 
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 Miss Kraushaar tells us by phone that Dartmouth College has decided to purchase 

“McSorley’s Back Room.” She phoned yesterday. This is good news and proves that we were 

right in buying in the picture along with “Jefferson Market Jail” (children playing, night) from 

Miss Julia Peck two or three years ago. 

HFS diary, Tues., March 18, 1947: Dartmouth has raised the money to purchase 

“McSorley’s Back Room” (which we had purchased from Miss Peck through [Antoinette 

Kraushaar] – this transaction may be called profit making). Now they have a fairly 

representative group… This is the first public collection to purchase such a group of 

things based on quality and the importance of growth in an artist’s work. 

 

March 19, 1947 While Helen and I were working from Gladys this morning (she in the black 

velvet jacket), the phone rang and H. answered. John Sloan Dickey, my cousin, now President of 

Dartmouth College, said he would like to drop in and see us. When he arrived with another D. 

professor - name [?] - we asked them to come up to the studio, where we introduced Gladys, 

looked at some of my recent paintings and talked of the ex. of my work in D. college last 

summer. 

 I wanted to present Dickey with one of my small panels, but he would not accept it. Said, 

“You must know the Sloans,” very loathe to accept a gift, or something to that effect. 

 A letter from Will Shuster today tells of a nasty accident he had while sick with 

influenza. Fell and chipped his nose on corner of a table - chipped the table too! I answer[ed] 

W.S. letter today. Helen went out late in afternoon, walked to Gimbel’s [and] bought a 

cookbook. She’s a student and makes excellent use of the ideas she reads. 
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March 20, 1947 I went on with the restoration of my portrait of Mary Regensburg. Finally 

painted the background in tempera – blue, as it was originally. Have repainted the whole face, 

glazed and texture lined it. 

 After lunch Helen went up to Carl Ashby’s place and got a frame he was making for my 

small panel “Book End” - nude by bookcase [with] closed book in hand. The frame is 

satisfactory.846 

 Helen is being worried by the family reactions to Dr. Farr’s intention to sell his house in 

Athol, Mass. His brother, Hollon, and Helen’s mother, Helen, have ideas. My Helen thinks that it 

should be sold in order to have a backlog for the support of Dr. “Brud” (brother) in launching 

him in the medical profession. I think so too. She (my Helen) went uptown to the Farrs and 

returned with news that the decision is to let… Hollon (uncle) have it at the original price years 

ago on mortgage - held by another party. Gosh! I don’t think I can think it out! 

 

March 21, 1947 I worked from Gladys [this] morning (black velvet jacket, red rose). Helen 

rested a while - she’s rather exhausted and needs it. I was tinkering on an old canvas - “Canyon 

Diabolo,” 1920847 - when Ira Moskowitz phoned and I asked him in to see me. Helen was out 

marketing but came in while he was here. He’s in a sort of quandary. The book is deferred for 

 
846 The painter Carl Ashby (1914-2004) lived in New York City around 1947 and exhibited his 
work at this time at the Whitney Museum of American Art. Apparently, he also operated Ashby 
Gallery at 18 Cornelia Street in Manhattan. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Ashby)  

847 Canyon Diablo, 1920/1947 (oil on canvas, 20 x 24 inches), is now in the collection of Charles 
V. Drew (Elzea 626). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Ashby
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more than a year. We advised him to see if [he] could get an order for illustrating a book from 

Book of the Month Club. Also suggested that he write to Miss Wainwright [Wheelwright] of 

Santa Fe, who is interested in the Navahos. [It] is like us, Helen says, having a visit from a verbal 

trip-hammer or riveting machine – steady talk, rather loud - but he’s an all right fellow.848 

 

March 22, 1947 For some strange reason, I thought of Harry M. Neely849 this morning in 

looking through the phone book and decided to call him up. He was a cub reporter on the Phila. 

Press in about ‘97 and he used to come to 806 Walnut St. studio now and then. He was very 

pleased that I had called him and said he would come in with his young wife to see me. He is 

now 69 years old. 

 I painted on the portrait of Mary R. for a while, then went to the “Exploring the Unsold” 

picture. 

 In the evening Joe Pollet850 and his wife came to dine with us - and altho she had to leave 

early, as the boy had been left with a friend, Joe stayed until 12 o’clock and we had plenty of 

“shop” talk. I showed many pictures of the past and his criticisms are always useful. His position 

as a teacher of art at the N.Y. Univ. seems to be something that may be a good source of income. 

 
848 Mary Cabot Wheelwright founded the Museum of Navaho Ceremonial Arts (now the 
Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian) in Santa Fe in 1937. 

849 Henry M. “Harry” Neely (1878-1963) was a native of Philadelphia who, after working in 
journalism and radio, became a popular writer and lecturer on astronomy. His wife was 
Madeline (Mulcahy) Neely. Henri moved to a studio at 806 Walnut Street in Philadelphia in 
September 1892; Sloan took over the space one year later.  

850 Joe Pollet was an instructor of painting at New York University from 1946 to 1947. 
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He is so intensely centered on his work that one wonders whether he can bear up mentally. But 

he has a very good mind. 

 

March 23, 1947 We did not work today. Both [of us] felt rather letdown, so [we] took it easy. 

 In the afternoon we went to G.O. Hamlin’s… Ernest Geier and a young woman friend of 

his were also guests. Her name Carolyn Field, I think. She is in business and [is] a very 

intelligent and good-looking girl, with a rather sharp look. We had highballs at Hamlin’s, but 

later Geier took us to a restaurant and bar, Toni’s on 5th Ave. at 13th St. Here we had dinner and 

wine and stayed maybe 2 hours in light conversation. Geo. & Eliz. Hamlin brought us home in a 

taxi. Fortunately, this was an unusual evening, but I know that Helen and I enjoyed it. 

 Geier lost his wife last summer. She was drowned in a lake on his country place along 

with his brother. She was a good-hearted girl from Texas. We wonder whether he is maritally 

inclined toward the girl of tonight. She is bright and pretty. May have designs.851 

 

March 24, 1947 We painted on our panels of Gladys in black velvet and big false rose.852 Gladys 

is an amusing [?] to us - but I suppose [in a] serious dither, making a transfer of her affections 

from “Robert” to “Philip,” a sort of spring fluttering. 

 
851 Apparently, Geier never remarried. 

852 Girl in Café (DAM 1996-146) Elzea 1199 
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 I began to repaint the lower part of the waist in Mary Regensburg’s portrait, which has 

gone wrong in the nine years since it was painted. And as I have repainted the face & 

background, [I] might as well go through with the job. 

 In the evening we had a call from two members of the PCA - Progressive Citizens of 

America - Paid dues [of] 3.00 [and] Contrib. 5.00. Mr. John Turner and Miss Marsh, his wife. 

She seemed to be conversant on art matters. It is really right for all “progressives” to get together 

and attempt to save the U.S. from a new Fascism, which is already springing up.853 

 

March 25, 1947 Art Comm., Am.-Sov. Friendship854, 5 P.M. - 114 E. 32 - 

 I had evidently intended to attend the meeting when I wrote the memo above, but the day 

was a terrible series of Western gales and I was easily discouraged. 

 Tinkering all day, [I] worked on a frame for “Exploring the Unsold,” 20 x 24, and also 

worked on Mary Regensburg portrait. 

 Helen had invited Mary F. Roberts and “Viv” Organ to dinner, and they came in spite of 

the wind. A nice dinner and lots of talk about poor old & new Art. Mary is irate about the 

modern & abstract works. I claim that they are accomplishing the purpose of burying the awful 

 
853 The organization Progressive Citizens of America (PCA) came into existence in 1944, when 
the Independent Citizens’ Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, which Sloan alludes 
to for the first time in his diary entry for December 19, 1944, formed an alliance with the 
National Citizens’ Political Action Committee, a labor group. The PCA later became the 
Progressive Party, which nominated Henry Wallace for president in 1948. John Turner and Miss 
Marsh have not been further identified. 

854 The National Council of American-Soviet Friendship was founded in 1943 at a mass rally in Madison 
Square Garden; from 1945, it was under investigation by HUAC. 
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“academic” art of the 19th Century. We concluded by agreeing that everyone should do what 

they felt like as well as they could. 

 Mary brought us a book - I Want to Be a Columnist, a collection of writings by W.J. 

Glackens’ strange, elfin and very intelligent daughter, Lenna, who died a year or more ago. It 

contains some drawings and very early verse. Mrs. G. had it published.855 

 

March 26, 1947 We painted. Gladys posed again for the girl in black velvet with big rose. Work 

went poorly for me, and after the 3-hour pose I felt pretty low and a bit disgusted with myself. At 

a good lunch table Helen argued for my return to cheeriness and I began to recover hope! I 

worked on a frame in the afternoon and then got at the Gladys & rose again with better spirits. 

 I signed up and sent $12.00 dues to the Artists Equity Assoc. They have made me one of 

the board of directors. 

 About 10 P.M. a telegram from Selma Shuster in Santa Fe asks us to make reserva[tion] 

at the hotel for her & [son] Johnny for a week and more. Helen went to desk, found that they 

would have room and answered the tel. to that effect. 

[sketch] 

 

 
855 Drawings, poetry, and miscellaneous writings by Lenna Glackens (1913-1943) are included in 
I Want to Be a Columnist (New York, 1947); the book was compiled and edited by Mary Fanton 
Roberts, who was a friend of Mrs. Glackens.  
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March 27, 1947 …Helen went out on errands and X.J. Barile came in. He had tried to see a girl 

who Helen met at the framers (Carl Ashby) the other day and who said she wanted to rent her 

studio… Helen asked X.J.B. to stay to lunch and we always like his company. He left early in the 

afternoon. 

 We then had visitors by phone arrangement. Fred K. Detwiller856, artist [and] onetime 

director of the Soc. [of] Indep. Artists, who presented us with one of his silkscreen prints. He 

paints and etches as well, has studio in Carnegie Hall building. I had not seen him for a long 

time, but never knew him very well. They were both interested in Santa Fe and liked seeing 

some of my paintings. He is 11 years younger than I am but don’t look very well. Says he has 

had injections by doctor… 

  

March 28, 1947 This morning we painted from Gladys for the last time this spring. We have 

decided to ease up for the next six weeks. We told her about our plan some four weeks ago, and 

she thinks that she can get along without our $10.00 for 9 hours. 

 I did some “tinkering” in the afternoon and in the evening. Helen’s “Brud” Farr and 

Anne, his wife, came to have dinner with us. We showed some paintings and with conversation 

we filled out a nice evening. They have just found an apartment on E. 20th St. and hope to move 

away from Dr. Farr senior’s apt. very soon. Of course, owing to the fact that young Dr. Farr is 

still interning at the Memorial Hospital and has very low income, they will still for a year or so 

be dependent on his father. 
 

856 Frederick Knecht Detwiller (1882-1953) was a painter, illustrator, printmaker, architect, and 
teacher. He was a director of the S.I.A. from 1926 to 1934. 
(https://artcollections.lafayette.edu/art-collection/frederick-k-detwiller-collection/)  

https://artcollections.lafayette.edu/art-collection/frederick-k-detwiller-collection/
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 A letter from Will Shuster who made a sudden trip to the Grand Cañon to see directors of 

the Santa Fe RR there - He has an order to draw portraits of several of them.857 

 

March 29, 1947 Quite a let down today, relaxing in celebration of letting our model go for the 

season. 

 A letter from Teresa Bakos makes me feel a yearning for Santa Fe sunlight. It has been 

rather evenly cold for some weeks here in New York. 

 We went to Jones St. to have dinner at the Freemans’ cozy little rooms. He and she are 

both painting, and he is making drawings for newspapers and books. And his work, I think, is 

very good and free & strong. Brooks Atkinson858, theatrical critic on the Times, a dark-eyed, 

dark-curled-haired man of nearly 50, of great influence as theatrical critics go, was a guest with 

his chubby, acid, demi-blonde wife, who looks as though she had been on perhaps the vaudeville 

stage. She has some Scotch Irish humor and attractive quality. 

 The stage designer Boris Aronson, quiet and thoughtful, and Mr. & Mrs. Scott Corbett859 

came in after dinner - and Corbett, who is a writer whom Don met in training camp [in] 

Oklahoma, told some very amusing incidents of the invasion of Germany with the “Rainbow” 

 
857 There is no mention of such “an order to draw portraits” extended to Shuster in the 
monograph by Dispenza and Turner. 

858 The drama critic Brooks Atkinson (1894-1984) was long associated with The New York 
Times; his wife was Oriana (Torrey) MacIlveen Atkinson. 

859 Mr. and Mrs. Scott Corbett are probably the author Scott Corbett (b. 1913) and his wife 
Elizabeth. 



525 
 

Division whose commander had huge colored rainbows painted on old castles used for 

headquarters. A very interesting evening. We came home by taxi after 1 A.M. 

HFS diary, ca. March 29, 1947: [Aronson] states that Picasso’s work is design & 

[largely?] based on other art forms (for instance, borrowings from El Greco…). Sloan 

countered, not too logically, that all Picasso’s work has some representative element - if 

only an eye - in it… I think Picasso is the greatest of all academicians: he has pointed to 

the technique of all the primitives, as valid; he has exposed the structural technique of 

the classic… Sloan says that he has never seen a Picasso [that] was decorative or 

ornamental, in this way he means Picasso’s work is not “design.” Of course, he is right. 

At other times, he says that the difference between most modern “abstracted” work & 

earlier decorative work, is that the modern forms are awkward instead of graceful. 

 

March 30, 1947 I lay in bed after breakfast therein, getting up about noon. Lunch soon followed 

and I still felt idle and dull. Not a result of over drinking, as Don don’t go in for liquor. I had just 

one glass of beer. But I did enjoy Lydia’s Fried chicken! Something that I don’t permit myself…  

 In the afternoon Helen and I took a walk on the roof - bright sunshine and a nice breeze. 

The roofs of our Chelsea section -mostly old-fashioned houses until… broken by the large 

modern building of the Port Authority. Washes white and colored were flapping in the breeze. 

The “Chelsea Hotel” roof is a well-made brick promenade laid in 1880, as a tablet reads, Tobias 

New Fire proof roof, etc. We came down to our 2-floor apartment in ½ hour feeling refreshed by 

our stroll. 
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 I spend too many of my evenings listening to “murders” on the Radio860. It rests my eyes, 

which don’t focus too well in reading. 

 

March 31, 1947 An easy-going morning without our usual working from the model. Helen went 

uptown, taking “H. in Blue” to Kraushaar’s and going to see a good collection of Cézanne861. 

George Hamlin came in after lunch. He had a copy of Gist of Art for me to inscribe for Miss 

Field, the woman we met with Ernest Geier last Sunday. George says he is leaving for Maine on 

the 15th. I painted on the last Gladys picture in the afternoon. After dinner we entertained Miss 

K. Schlater and a friend, Miss Davis. Miss S. has just returned from Santa Fe where she has lived 

all winter in our house on Garcia St. Mrs. Lois Field, our tenant, has now returned and Miss S. is 

on her way to her home in Philadelphia. We showed them paintings in the studio. Miss Davis is a 

commercial artist who does some painting in her spare time.862 

 A telegram from Mrs. Will Shuster sent from Chicago tells us that she will arrive at our 

Hotel Chelsea tomorrow. Why she lets us know instead of the Hotel office, we don’t know. 

 

 
860 The Shadow Radio Show broadcast a program called “Crime in a Minor Key” on this date. Perhaps 
this episode is what he was listening to? 
(http://thelivingshadow.wikia.com/wiki/The_Shadow_Radio_Show_(1937-1954))  

861 Kraushaar records are incomplete and don’t mention this show. 

862 The “Loan Exhibition of Cézanne for the Benefit of the New York Infirmary” was on view at 
Wildenstein and Co. through April 26, 1947. It was probably the largest exhibition of Cézanne 
ever held in the United States. Miss Davis has not been further identified. 

http://thelivingshadow.wikia.com/wiki/The_Shadow_Radio_Show_(1937-1954))
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April 1, 1947 Working on the last pose of Gladys - portrait [of her] standing at a counter in black 

velvet and with an artificial red rose. With gelatin isolation below, I made two or three top 

glazed treatments of the face. 

 Selma Shuster arrived before lunch this afternoon with her brother-in-law who lives in 

Staten Island. She seems quite well and in good spirits. After looking at a room here in the 

Chelsea Hotel, she decided to “pick up” a reservation she had made at the Barbizon Plaza 

uptown. I think this is better, for visitors are quite fatiguing to me. 

 Ira Moskowitz called and told us of a new plan, which he proposed to Dutton publishers - 

“a Life and Times of Chee Dodge863,” the sixty-years chief of the Navajos. Duttons are very 

much interested in the idea. Ira has written to Oliver La Farge to collaborate in the writing of the 

book, and he says that Duttons have also written La F. in the matter. At the end of all this 

entertaining I am about done in. Helen, while also tired, did a considerable job of ironing her 

wash. 

 

April 2, 1947 Worked off and on all day repainting the nude in “Exploring the Unsold.” I find it 

difficult to do this keeping the same general construction. Helen went out on errands. 

 
863 Moskowitz’s plan to write a book on Chee Dodge (1860?-1947) was apparently never realized. 
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 They say that Thos. Eakins painted a portrait of Theodore Roosevelt at the order of the 

Union League Club in Phila. which was relegated to the cellar on acc. of T.R. being in his shirt 

sleeves!864 

 Anent the neglect of Thos. Eakins during his lifetime, I think that the art critics and the 

interested public in his time were interested in what was then stylish, just as they are today. 

 

April 3, 1947 I painted on the same panel this morning. Helen went marketing for her dinner for 

the Farrs next Sunday. 

 After lunch H. went to see about photograph plates at Bogarts… and could not find the 

plate for “El Gallo” asked for by Ant. Kraushaar. She then went to see the ex. of [John] Steuart 

Curry865 work at the Ass. Am. Artists. She said that it was very good and earnest - so different 

from the stylist modernistic and abstract work so prevalent today. 

 I went on glazing the figure in the “Exploring” painting, keeping it much lighter than at 

first. 

 
864 In June 1877 the Union League of Philadelphia commissioned a portrait of the newly elected 
president, Rutherford B. Hayes (not Theodore Roosevelt), to hang in its meeting hall. The 
painting, Eakins’ first known commissioned portrait, was based on studies made from life, and 
showed the president looking somewhat red in the face due to the summer heat in Washington. 
Some Union League members took exception to the portrait, in which Hayes looked less than 
temperate. The painting was removed from display, and has not been located since. Apparently, 
there was a “persistent legend, repeated even by those who should have known better,” that 
Eakins had painted the president in his shirtsleeves. See Lloyd Goodrich, Thomas Eakins 
(Cambridge, Mass., 1982), vol. 1, p. 144. 

865 John Steuart Curry (1897-1946) American Regionalist painter known for Kansan subjects 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Steuart_Curry)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Steuart_Curry
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HFS diary, Thurs., April 3, 1947: Went to Bogart, the photographer. Since his 

death, place seems run by a poor little half-blind woman (his wife?) who knew next to 

nothing about the stock. I helped her find 8 x 10 plates & negatives, marked & listed 

them, & ordered 2 proofs each. She could not find 5 x 7 film. Frick Library had 

requested photo of “El Gallo” which J.S. thinks is Bogart proof. We have only 1 on hand. 

 

April 4, 1947 We went at 12.30 to Cavanagh’s Restaurant to have lunch with Mr. Baker of 

Dutton & Co. Through a misunderstanding on the part of Ira Moskowitz, we waited 3/4 hour 

then came back to the Chelsea where we were informed that our friends were in the Sea Food 

Restaurant in the hotel. We went in and found them – Ira, Mr. Baker [and] his young art student 

daughter, Prudence (I think). A nice lunch with refreshment, then afterward came up to my 

studio -and [they] were much interested in paintings of the Southwest. 

 Ira stayed and told us the good news that he was to be “backed” by Mrs. Wurlitzer, a 

woman of wealth he had met in Santa Fe. 200 dollars a month indefinitely! He is at once leaving 

for the Southwest and to start his work for the “Life & Times of Chee Dodge,” Navaho.866 

 Later in afternoon Helen’s and my friend Kay [Von] Minckwitz from Phila. came to tea. 

She is over for a few days and is staying here at the Chelsea. Bill Bomar joined us for tea. 

 Helen called Sami Shuster, who is here at the hotel, and asked her to come to dine with us 

2 P.M. Sunday when we will have Kay and Mr. & Mrs. Dr. Farr. 

 
866 “Mrs. Wurlitzer” is probably Helene Wurlitzer of the Helene Wurlitzer Foundation of New 
Mexico. Neither Mr. Baker nor his daughter has been further identified. 
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April 5, 1947 While I was working this noontime - Helen [went] uptown to see Exhibitions - I 

had a phone call from a reporter of the N.Y. Journal American referred to me by Mrs. Watson867 

(I suppose Forbes). I was asked as to my opinion of Sec. of State George Marshall,868 having 

disapproved of an ex. selected by the State Dept. of (Very Modern) paintings to be exhibited in 

foreign countries. I replied that while the art was symptomatic of the new fashions… he was not 

competent to judge art, that artists were not interfering with the State Dept. except by individual 

votes [and] that he re this matter was entitled to one vote. If we were sending a fashion show 

abroad, we would not include ancient styles, and that today we are, as artists, judged by fashion 

critics in art. I also said that it would have cost the Dept. more money to have sent a really 

representative collection.869 

 Working until late in the afternoon when B. Bomar asked us to come over to his room 

and have cocktails. He showed us 2 or 3 new works of his. They are very modern and seem to be 

really out of himself. I can only apply my judgment of design & color - but I really liked one 

very much, [and] suggested a name, “Wicked Sister,” for it. He said he would use it. 
 

867 The painter Agnes “Nan” Watson was married to the art critic Forbes Watson (1879?-1960) 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/forbes-watson-papers-11027)  

868 General George C. Marshall (1880-1959) was appointed secretary of state in January 1947 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Marshall)  

869 A collection of over 150 modern American oil paintings and watercolors was purchased by the 
U.S. Department of State for a program of overseas traveling exhibitions, known as “Advancing 
American Art,” and previewed at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in October 1946.  

Immediately thereafter, a campaign to discredit the art and the organizers of the collection was 
launched in newspapers published by William Randolph Hearst, among them the New York 
Journal-American. The organizers were forced to cancel the program in the spring of 1947. The 
Journal-American announced on April 4, “Marshall Halts World Tour of Red-Linked U.S. Art,” 
and on April 6, “$49,000 Debunked ‘American Art’ on Its Way to Ashcan.”  

https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/forbes-watson-papers-11027
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Marshall
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April 6, 1947 Worked a while in the morning while H. was busily engaged in preparing the 

dinner. The gas stove oven in the kitchen is giving troubles. Kay Goldsmith came early as she is 

staying in the hotel. She chatted with H. while H. went on with her cooking operations. 

Next to arrive, another guest in our hotel, was Selma Shuster, who went down to send a telegram 

to W. Shuster in Santa Fe. 

 Dr. Charles & Mrs. Farr soon arrived and we sat down to a good dinner - a roast leg of 

lamb, peas & carrots, a very good salad - and ending up with dessert and a chocolate egg-shaped 

Easter cake sent by the Cohn sisters, hairdressers. We had a pleasant couple of hours of 

conversation and went up to look over some pictures in the studio. They all left about 5.30 P.M. 

Helen had a pretty hard day’s work. 

 Sami S. tells us that the La Farges are preparing to come east from Santa Fe. We think 

that we should phone Ira M. before he learns. 

 

April 7, 1947 Struggling with the figure in “Exploring [the Unsold”]. I have to struggle a great 

deal on each subject I undertake. The saying “Live and learn” does not seem to mean that the day 

of finished proficiency will ever come for me. 

 Helen was out on errands in the morning and again in the afternoon. She went to Juleys, 

the photographers, to get a list of the negatives of my paintings in their charge.870 

 
870 Peter A. Juley & Son of New York was a photography business that specialized in reproducing 
artwork.  
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 Helen phoned Ira Moskowitz to tell him of La Farge’s plans. 

[sketch] 

 

April 8, 1947 Painting during the day on “Nude with Hand Mirror.” Helen went out on errands. 

 In the afternoon, by phone appointment, we had a visit from Patrick Quinlan, my old time 

Socialist friend. It has been about a year since his last visit and he looks well, although he says 

that any damp weather troubles his throat. He longs to be able to live in the Southwest, but I’m 

sure that as far as Santa Fe is concerned there won’t be no way for him to earn a living. He is full 

of his old dislike of England, even tho’ they now have a “socialistic” government871. He carries a 

large overcrowded pocket full of newspapers - U.S., English & Irish - and he is really informed 

on political matters. He lives precariously - writes a weekly letter to an Irish paper. 

 I paced the floor and dictated a rough idea of my preface for Ira Moskowitz’s [book of] 

lithographs, which Helen will type and put into shape with me later. Glad it’s started! 

 

April 9, 1947 We started paintings from Miss Ruth Martin, who was with Dolly S. as secretary 

during the years when Miss White’s Gallery of Indian Art was Dolly’s chief interest. Miss 

Martin has bought one of Helen’s landscapes. We both got under-painting started in tempera. 

 
871 Labour member and socialist Clement Atlee (1883-1967) was the Prime Minister at this time. He 
started and carried out various policies in favor of workers rights, public housing, and other left priorities. 
During his term, England began the NHS and the construction of a social safety net 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clement_Attlee)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clement_Attlee
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Helen is so much more proficient in the tempera technique that she gets much farther along in a 

three-hour pose than I do.872 

 After dinner, in the evening, we had a promised visit from Henry M. Neely and his wife. 

He has been “in radio” for 20 years or more, was in World War I and [has had] many adventures 

since. We met last, he says, in 1904, here at Mouquin’s restaurant. He has done some writing of 

“Mystery Stories” and is about to retire from Radio and move to Connecticut and take up that 

“trade.” His wife is about 40 yrs. - a nice girl [of] Irish descent, [his] second wife. His son by 1st 

wife [was] killed in air accident after first war. They were interested in seeing my work and he 

had some reminiscences of the Press crowd to tell me.873 

 

April 10, 1947 Woke with a tickling dry cough and Helen advised my staying in bed for the day. 

She gave me some medicines and good attention. Joe Pollet stopped as I had agreed to go to see 

the collection of Cézanne works now showing at the Wildenstein Gallery. Finding me in bed, he 

sat with me for an hour. 

[sketch] 

 

 
872 Sloan began work this day on Ruth and Winkie, 1947 (oil on panel, 24 x 19 15/16 inches), 
which is now in the collection of Mr. and Mrs. Alan D. Levy (Elzea 2: 421, number 1201). 

873 Mouquin’s Restaurant at Twenty-eighth Street and Sixth Avenue was a favorite hangout of 
theatergoers, newspapermen, and several artists of Henri’s circle, most notably William 
Glackens, who memorialized the place in his famous painting of 1905, At Mouquin’s (Art 
Institute of Chicago). 
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April 11, 1947 Remained in bed again this morning. Helen is working on her card indexes of my 

pictures up in the Studio in the morning and again after making lunch. I left bed for perhaps ½ 

hour and went up and worked on a few touches on the portrait of Ruth Martin. 

 Helen went to a teachers meeting at the uptown school. She thinks it wise to keep in 

touch with the profession, as she may have to go back to it after my death. There is not much 

chance that my paintings & etchings will give her much of a living. 

Correction: I find that the meeting H. attended was an Alumni meeting of the Brearley School.874 

 Home she came and served me a good dinner and at 8 o’clock she went to E. 22nd St. to 

visit Mrs. [A.] F. Levinson, filling an engagement that we had made a week ago. I remained in 

bed reading and listening to the radio. When she came home she told me that Mrs. L. had shown 

her many of A.F.L.’s paintings and that they were good things. She also brought a MS of his on 

his experience as an art student, which looks as tho it had considerable interest - perhaps 

importance. 

 

April 12, 1947 Ruth Martin came at 9 A.M. to pose again for the portraits we are making. I got 

up and worked rather halfheartedly, feeling a bit weak from my 2 days in bed and also some 

resulting letdown from the “sulpha” drugs I had taken for the cold.  

An ad in our paper PM for surplus U.S. Navy shoes attracted an order, which I mailed 

today Post C.O.D, 5.75 plus postage. Allow 2 weeks for delivery. 

 
874 The Brearley School, a private girls’ secondary school, opened in Manhattan in 1884. It has 
been located at 610 East 83rd Street since 1930. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brearley_School)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brearley_School
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 From the Philadelphia Museum of Art came Carl Zigrosser, Curator of Prints, to see me 

about an article he is to write on my etchings. The magazine Print Collectors Quarterly has asked 

for it.875 I talked to him about my first essays at etching when about 18 years old, at first at home, 

and then making plates for A. Edward Newton & Co., fancy good manufacturers – booklets, 

calendars, etc. Then my portrait of Geo. W. Childs876, a plate I made from a photo ordered by 

“Colonel” J. Eby Barr, formerly with Porter & Coates, print dealer. I made Eby the plate and 

handed it with a proof over to his brother, and that was the last I ever saw of it. I was not paid a 

cent. I had 2 or 3 proofs only…877  

After dinner Sami Shuster came up to visit us for a while. She is still here at the Chelsea. 

 

April 13, 1947 Leisurely breakfast in bed, as usual, and finished reading a MS in typewriting left 

by the late A.F. Levinson and loaned to Helen by Mrs. L. on Friday evening. I find it of 

considerable interest with a sort of relationship to the popular “Art Spirit” of Robert Henri, altho 

he refers to Henri, with whom he studied, as having no color in his work. Of course Lev. thinks 

that color is the great means for rendering form. To make form out of color is directly related to 

eyesight service. The mind, in my view, cannot deal with form & color simultaneously. The 

mind, however, is the place where the color sensations of the eye are realized to be form. 
 

875 Apparently, Zigrosser’s article on Sloan’s etchings was never published. 

876 George W. Childs (1829-1894) was a Philadelphia publisher, biographer and philanthropist; 
he was called the most notable citizen of Philadelphia after Benjamin Franklin. 

877 Jacob Eby Barr was head of the book department at Porter & Coates, stationers and 
publishers in Philadelphia. Sloan worked under him as a clerk from 1887 to 1890. According to 
Morse, the only two extant copies of the 1892 etching are in the collections of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and The Museum of Modern Art, New York (ask Heather: page?). The 
photograph is in the John Sloan Trust. 
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Intellectually used, color can then be a rendition of form. My efforts for 19 years have been to 

show technically the separation of the two, with a hope that aesthetic results would come from 

this sense of separation. 

 Helen went down to Whitney Museum Sculpture Ex.878, particularly to see a piece of 

sculpture made by Hebald, which Pach thinks might be selected for the Shilling Fund this year. 

H. reports that it is one of the best things in a poor show.879 

 I wrote to Yolande S. van Reesema in Florida. She had written to us last February 1st and 

a letter was surely due her. 

 We wrote to 9 magazines changing our address after May 16 to P.O. Box 1067, Santa Fe, 

N.M. 

 

April 14, 1947 We made drawings this morning from a new model, Miss La Rue [Leah Roux], 

who seems to be quite experienced as a professional. She has been a ballet dancer in the past 

[and] has very colorless hair and white skin. She said that she had danced nude on the stage and 

privately with a partner. The advent of the “strip-tease” with its vulgar approach put an end to 

what was a more aesthetic performance, according to Miss La Rue. 

 
878 The 1947 Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Sculpture, Watercolors, and Drawings 1946-
47 ran from March 11-April 17, 1947. (http://whitney.org/www/archives/Exhibitions.html)  

879 Milton Hebald (b. 1917) did receive the Shilling Fund award in 1947, through which the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art acquired his Three Girls, 1940, a small figure group carved from 
mahogany. 

http://whitney.org/www/archives/Exhibitions.html
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 Helen went uptown in the afternoon to see what had become of her picture unsold at the 

ACA Gallery by the Auction Benefit for the New Masses. 

 Bill Bomar dropped in late in the afternoon bearing a bottle of sherry. We had a little 

party with him, but when H. asked him to stay for dinner he declined, saying that he had his own 

dinner ready across the hall. Mrs. Harry M. Neely called by phone and asked us to come out to 

see them Wednesday eve. 

 

April 15, 1947 La Rue [Leah Roux] posed this morning and we produced more drawings. We 

are enjoying the change in the nature of the figure and head, which Miss La R. offers in contrast 

to our working for two winters from Gladys. 

 After lunch Helen went uptown and ordered our transportation to Santa Fe for May 16. I 

worked on the Gladys at the counter, in black velvet with big artificial rose [Girl in Café].  

 There has been much excitement the last week or more as twelve cases of smallpox have 

developed and some deaths. Helen and I have decided to be vaccinated. I last had this done fully 

45 years ago. The disease has been so rare for several years that I had no thought of 

revaccination.880 

[sketch - Miss la Rue Leah Roux] 

 

 
880 In mid-April 1947 a 3-week campaign against smallpox was launched in New York City 
during which 6 million vaccinations were administered. 
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April 16, 1947 Miss Leah Roux (this is the correct name of our model) posed again this morning 

and we made drawings. Mine went slowly but pretty well. 

 In the evening we took a long subway trip uptown to Bronx Court house neighborhood to 

have dinner with the Harry M. Neelys, who have a nice several rooms on the first floor of an 

Apt. building. I was much interested to see all of Neely’s material on Astronomy. He has 

invented star-finding gadgets and has written a book on Star Gazing - a Primer, very tempting. I 

will try using it in Santa Fe, where skies are deep and stars seem hanging in real space. He has 

many self-made photos of theatrical persons & incidents.881 

 

April 17, 1947 Started a large, 24 x 34 [26 x 38?], panel in tempera from Miss Roux this 

morning.882 Worked from 10 till 1 P.M. After lunch Helen went out to bank to get cash and then 

pick up our tickets for Santa Fe. 

 We went next door to the studio of Chester La Follette883 where he showed some of his 

recent paintings. He has three or four canvasses made in the State of Washington where he and 

his sister Suzanne were born on a farm on the bank of the Snake River. They were very 

interesting. The great Snake R. canyon is only 50 miles [wide?] and nearly 9000 feet deep. 

Suzanne made us highballs and gave some of her views, which seem to be far from socialist. She 

 
881 Neely was the author of A Primer for Star-Gazers (New York, 1946). 

882 Sloan began work this day on Circe, 1947-1950 (oil on panel, 26 x 38 inches), which is part of 
the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1200). 

883 Suzanne and Chester La Follette lived as children on a 1000-acre ranch near Pullman, 
Washington. Their father, William L. La Follette (1860-1934) served in the Washington State 
House of Representatives (1899-1901) and the U.S. Congress (1911-15). 
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is so much concerned by the assumption of power by the labor leaders, which of course is quite 

true. It seems to me that no labor officer at the head should have more than 2 or 3 years in office. 

She seems to be in favor of the two House labor bills now in process, which will, I’m afraid, set 

labor back 25 years.884 

 

April 18, 1947 Working on the surroundings of the nude “in plane sight” [Circe] (Airplanes over 

head). It amuses me. 

 Helen went to lunch with her teacher friend Mrs. Sarah Keyser, wife of the 

mathematician, leaving my lunch set out and in the refrigerator. This I enjoyed about 1 o’clock. 

Barile phoned and came in to see me later, fetching gifts, as is his custom. He is Italian not 

Greek. W. Pach also phoned and asked to drop in which he did about 4.30 P.M. Helen had 

returned and we talked until time arrived for me to put on my 18-year-old serge suit and start for 

the dinner of the Am. Inst. [of] Arts & Letters at the Knickerbocker Club. I arrived in good time 

for cocktails, which were served in plenty, and I enjoyed the relaxing resultant. 

At dinner I got into heated “comparison of opinions” with three sculptor members when I 

asked who was to blame for the Institute backing the present showing of the work of Mestrovic 

at the Met.885 Museum, the first one-man showing of a contemporary artist in that place. I dislike 

his work and always have. Edward Willis Redfield, one of the group in the old days at 806 

 
884 On April 12 and April 17, the House passed labor bills that restricted union activity, barred 
Communists from leadership positions, limited collective bargaining, etc. 

885 An exhibition of the work of Yugoslavian sculptor Ivan Mestrovic (1883-1962) was on view at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art through May 11, 1947. 
(http://libmma.org/digital_files/archives/Museum_Exhibitions_1870-2011.pdf, page 95) 

http://libmma.org/digital_files/archives/Museum_Exhibitions_1870-2011.pdf
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Walnut St., attended for the first time for 10 years. I have not seen him for 42 years. We have 

changed. He is white haired completely, I still have some black hairs. His wife of more than 50 

years died 6 weeks ago. We had a good friendly reminiscent talk. He has 11 grandchildren. 77 

yrs.886 [sketch Now Then] 

 While I was out [dealing?] with what I call the “Comrades of the Last Mile,” Helen made 

a sketching tour of the Subway, traveling way uptown and walking a while, then back 

underground, making her clever sketches of personalities. She makes good use of these in 

paintings. 

 

April 19, 1947 This morning Ruth Martin posed again, and I introduced her black & white cat 

into the portrait we started last week. Suggested titles - “Me and Meow!” or “She and Meoow!” 

It looks amusing - the cat is back of her neck. 

 In the afternoon Helen went to Kraushaar, taking a photo of my painting of Kent Crane 

(son of G.B. Luks, first husband of Mrs. Crane). She also took measurements of my lithographs 

& some etchings. We are told that the Kent C. portrait has been suggested by Mrs. Force of 

Whitney Museum for purchase by Met. Mus. of Art. 

 After dinner we went to see Mrs. A.F. Levinson and she got out a great many of his 

paintings. We were really astonished at the very fine work done by this earnest and able artist 

who received no recognition and died a few months ago. His command of organic color is 

 
886 The painter Edward W. Redfield (1869-1965) was elected to the National Institute of Arts & 
Letters in 1908 and to the American Academy of Arts & Letters in 1943. Redfield attended the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in the late 1880s and befriended Henri at that time.  
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superb. Each picture has its color organization, his drawing direct and sensitive, too. There is a 

relationship to Cézanne, but A.F.L. stands by himself. There are none among the American 

Moderns who have his freedom from routine. For three hours Mrs. L. brought out oils, gouaches 

(in which he is very good). And she tells us that the Art Students League has promised a 

memorial ex. in the fall. A great experience. A Real Artist. I feel honestly humble.887 

[clipping: PM, Tuesday, January 14, 1947 “First Picasso Show in New York in 8 Years”] 

 

April 20, 1947 This has been a day of rest for me. I have not even climbed the stairs to the 

studio. Helen, however, has done her weekly wash & ironing so that by night she was well tired 

out. 

 

April 21, 1947 Miss Leah Roux posed this morning and we went on with the nude on peach 

colored sheet. I have introduced a New Mexico background, and at present there are 3 planes in 

the sky. As it is a cold and rainy day, we both stayed indoors. Of course, I seldom go out, but H. 

 
887 Kent Crane, 1906 (alternate titles: Kent: A Portrait, “Kent”, oil on canvas, 32 ½ x 26 inches) 
was not acquired by the Metropolitan Museum; it is part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 74 DAM 
1996-406). Helen explains in her diary that Luks “had treated his first wife… so badly that she 
left him as soon as the baby [Kent] was born. She later married Frank Crane, a newspaper artist. 
The boy was brought up as his son. When 21, he was confronted by his real father, but refused to 
take his name, having heard nothing about him which he considered worth taking the name for” 
(ca. June 15, 1947).  

Kent Crane is now part of the Delaware Art Museum’s permanent collection (2006-61). 

Kent Crane became an architect. A memorial exhibition for Abraham F. Levinson was held at the 
Art Students League, New York, from October 21 to November 1, 1948. A catalogue was 
published in conjunction with the exhibition with forwards written by Sloan and Max Weber. 



542 
 

usually has some errand. She is busy typing copies of some of my old letters to R. Henri, loaned 

to us by V. Organ.  

We went across the hall to have cocktails with Bill Bomar and saw some new paintings 

of his. They are remarkable - semi-abstract with strange and fine color and most proficient 

technique, modulations of tone and glazes. Helen asked him to dine with us and got up a very 

good dinner. We talked afterward and showed a few pictures. 

 Later Florence McCormick phoned, asking for Dr. Mary Halton. We gave her address in 

Florida. She, Florence, is going to write Dr. Mary to recommend a physician. Florence has had 4 

months on a yacht with Cyrus whose affliction makes him difficult. 

 

April 22, 1947 Worked on the large nude and aeroplanes in the morning and afternoon also. 

 Helen has been notified that her picture sent to the “Pepsi-Cola Ex.” has been refused - 

Small picture, very good and earnest in character, not having enough of a shock. I suppose that, 

as I come further on alphabetically, I will hear that I also have been excused.  

 In the afternoon, at 5.30, I had a visit from a Mr. Robert Simpson of the N.Y. Times, who 

said that he had in mind an article on Max Eastman and thought that I might be of help in 

recalling the old days of The Masses. In about ½ hour or less we began to diverge to matters 

more relating to Me. We went upstairs to the Studio and began to show my work, some old, 

which he said he remembered, and some very recent. I was much surprised at his liking for the 

new “Nude with Hand Mirror.” He has quite good judgment and has not had any special interest 

in art. He stayed until 8.45. We had no supper! as Mary Regensburg Feist came in ans. to a letter 
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to take away the portrait that I have “restored.” She brought me a good 50-box of cigars. 

Vaccinated, H. and self, this morning by Dr. Ajemian here in the Chelsea.888 

 

April 23, 1947 We painted from Miss Roux this morning – “The Nude and Planes.” Helen put 

her foreshortened view of the subject into very good shape indeed. She is moving very rapidly 

these days - has more skill than I sometimes. I doubt if I have ever had anything that could be 

called skill. Certainly, at my present aged condition I do more stumbling and fumbling than ever 

before. But I am working hard! 

 In the afternoon Helen was busily typing copies of a batch of my old letters to Henri. She 

is also working on an etching “checklist” - dates, sizes, etc. - for Carl Zigrosser. Also typing into 

shape my Preface for I. Moskowitz’s book of Indian Lithos. 

 

April 24, 1947 Tinkering over the rather large panel of the nude with planes in the air. Helen is 

getting ready to make an auto trip with her brother and his wife, Anne. They go to 

Massachusetts, Athol, to arrange things and Helen’s accumulation of sketches, drawings, etc., 

made while she and Dr. & Mrs. Chas. Farr had spent parts of several summers. The house is to 

be sold. 

 
888 Robert Simpson (1895/6-1972) wrote book reviews for The New York Times. His proposed 
article on Max Eastman has not been located. 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1972/06/02/archives/robert-simpson-writer-editor-aide-of-the-
times-19299-i-dieswas.html)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1972/06/02/archives/robert-simpson-writer-editor-aide-of-the-times-19299-i-dieswas.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1972/06/02/archives/robert-simpson-writer-editor-aide-of-the-times-19299-i-dieswas.html
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 About 5 P.M. Chester La Follette, from his studio next door, came in to chat with us and 

looked at some of my work. Selma Shuster, who is still stopping in this hotel, came in and joined 

our little cocktail group. Chester left and we were invited to dine with Sami in the seafood 

restaurant downstairs. We enjoyed a good fish dinner and Sami came back to our apt. for a while. 

After she left Helen did some light wash and we turned in. 

 

April 25, 1947 Miss Leah Roux posed again this morning from 10.30 to 1.30 and I went on with 

my panel while Helen took up her job of listing my etchings for… C. Zigrosser. 

 Jos. Foster and Mr. [Charles] Humboldt, literary editor of New Masses, called and were 

shown the painting “Nude Combing Her Hair at a Dressing Table,” which Foster is to take to 

California to an auction for benefit of New Masses. We also decided (Helen and I) on one picture 

(small) to send American Russian Friendship. They are to call for it on Monday. 

Chas. White had left at the Hotel Desk a package of my etched plates, which he has had for more 

than a year. He is one plate, “Little Woman,” short in the plates returned.889 

 

April 26, 1947 Helen left by auto this morning at 8.30. 

 
889 Sloan’s Nude at Blue Dressing Table, 1946 (oil on panel, 20 x 16 inches) was included in the 
“New Masses Eighth Annual Art Auction” at ACA Gallery in New York in March 1947 and 
apparently went unsold. The painting is now part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1177).  

The picture sent to “Russian American Friendship” has not been identified. The etching plate for 
Little Woman [Dolly Sloan], 1920, was never returned (Morse, p. 218). 



545 
 

 At about 10 o’clock Miss Martin came and I went on with the picture of her with her cat. 

Worked until nearly 1 P.M. but am not much pleased with results. After my lunch, which H. had 

left prepared for me, I returned to the studio and had the notion to repaint the background on a 

nude - back [view], seated, combing her hair - painted from H. during last summer. I changed the 

wall from white to blue-green and think it better.  

 Later in the afternoon Cecil Bell and Agatha came in and I had them to dine in the Sea 

Food restaurant in the hotel. We came back to the studio afterward and I got out a few pictures. 

At about 10 o’clock we left for the Staten Island Ferry and their nice home on the edge of heights 

overlooking the Harbor. They have just had a large view window - or windows, rather, in 

aluminum frames and plate glass - a clear sweeping view of the lights of Brooklyn and the 

harbor. 

 They put me up for the night very comfortably. 

 

April 27, 1947 Hearing sounds of “Spike” Bell and his dog outside, I got up about 8 A.M. 

having slept very well after a short period of loneliness as I went off to sleep. This is the first 

time Helen and I have been parted since March 1944. 

 A nice breakfast in their breakfast nook and after a while they put chairs out on upper 

terrace of grass below the house on the hill slope and we sat and enjoyed the sun and wonderful 

sweep of harbor & far shore with vessels of many types. The “America” outward bound - rather 

large passenger ship - went by. Planes overhead, trees in bud and blossom on the little terraces 

below us, flowering bulbs also. 
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 A nice lunch after we came indoors, the sky overcast later, a slight rain and colder. I 

consented to lie down during the afternoon and had about an hour’s nap. 

 Lee Jackson, the artist, came out later in afternoon and Agatha produced a wonderful 

dinner, which was served at a long dining table… facing the beautiful view. Agatha’s kindness 

and care for me were very real, and I know Helen will be thankful for them. 

 During the afternoon I saw some of Spike’s paintings. His work is progressing. 

Jackson and I came home to N.Y.C. by the 10.30 ferry. I got home just 15 minutes before 

Helen arrived with bundles and folios and boxes and bags of her things [rescued?] from the 

house in Mass. She is pretty tired, and so to bed.  

 

April 28, 1947 Resting until late - breakfast in bed, as is Helen’s usual custom for my good. 

Tinkering with frames during the day. 

 Letter from Ann R[eed] tells that Joe Reed has left Santa Fe for a visit to Ecuador. Letter 

from Alice (Davey) Sheldon saying that they want to come and take us out to dinner and pick up 

“Jewel on Velvet,” which she has purchased.890 

 For dinner I went up to Park Ave. apartment of Harold Hochschild891 where the 

committee for the Shilling Fund purchases was meeting. We were served a very splendid dinner 

 
890 Alice Bradley Sheldon purchased Jewel on Velvet (Red), 1930 (oil on panel, 24 x 20 inches) 
(Elzea 2: 331-32, number 920). 

891 Harold K. Hochschild (1892-1981) was chairman of the New York-headquartered mining 
company American Metal Co., Ltd., from 1947 to 1957. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_K._Hochschild)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_K._Hochschild
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with very good wines. Quite beyond my real appreciation but very enjoyable. Walter Pach - 

Hugo Robus, sculptor, after dinner - Talbot Hamlin and myself, the artist members - Mr. Stein, 

Arth. Strasser, our host and another lay member. I proposed Joe Pollet’s work for the purchase. 

Pach & Robus nominated Hebald, sculptor. Pach also proposed F. Pratt892 (Mrs. Chris Ritter of 

the Laurel Gallery where Baylinson shows and who also showed W. Pach ex.) No decision until 

the professional members of the Com. have all seen examples of work. Of course, “good 

politics” demand of me that I, in order to have Pollet approved, must be quite conforming to the 

others’ nominees. It is strange how one conforms to such customs through lack of real stamina. 

 

April 29, 1947 Helen advised a very late stay in bed today so that I got up after 2 P.M. 

 I am notified today that both my offerings to the Jury of the soft drink circuit competition 

have been turned down. This was really expected, but if I do not send things that I think are of 

good quality, how shall I be able to criticize their choices? S. Menkes, Hob. Pittman and Louis 

Bouché! were the Regional Jury who refused both Helen & myself. 893 

 Helen worked all day getting out panels, etc., and making record cards with cute little 

sketches of each one. 

 
892 The painter Frances Pratt (1913-2003) and her husband Chris Ritter were the proprietors of the Laurel 
Gallery. 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Frances_Elizabeth_Usui_Pratt/110153/Frances_Elizabeth_Usui_Pratt.aspx)  

893 The artists Sigmund J. Menkes (1896-1986), Hobson Pittman (1899-1972), and Louis 
(George) Bouché (1896-1969) were members of the regional jury for Pepsi-Cola Exhibition. Jess 
Frazer has not been further identified. 

http://www.askart.com/artist/Frances_Elizabeth_Usui_Pratt/110153/Frances_Elizabeth_Usui_Pratt.aspx
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 In the afternoon Jess Frazer, whom I knew in Santa Fe – as, at that time, Mrs. Si Hess - 

during the winter I was convalescing 1943. She is an old friend of Selma Shuster’s now visiting 

in N.Y.C. Jessie’s folks live here and she has been here for some time. 

 Henry Wallace is in England talking for an understanding with Russia, which is 

necessary for peace. He is a good man but perhaps not enough of a politician to become a 

presidential candidate. Any attempt to say a good word for Russia brings one the classification of 

“Red.” 

 

April 30, 1947 Working on a backdrop of curtains for one of my old direct painting period 

nudes. Jewel Sullivan894, the model whom I used quite often in the late 1920’s. 

 After lunch H. went over to Gramercy Pk. to see Viv Organ, returning the J.S. letters to 

R. Henri and getting a few more of them to type copies. 

 After dinner, in the evening, we went up to the Lecture Hall of the Mus. of Modern Art 

and attended the first meeting of the Artists Equity Assoc. Speakers [were] Antoinette Kraushaar 

for the Galleries, Mrs. Force for Whitney Museum, d’Harnoncourt of the Mod. Mus.895, Elmer 

Rice of the Dramatist Guild,896 etc. Harry Steinberg897 [spoke] on the Future Plans…898 

 
894 Cannot find information. 

895 Rene d’Harnoncourt (1901-1969) became MoMA director in 1949 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rene_d%27Harnoncourt)  

896 Elmer Rice (1892-1967) playwright (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmer_Rice)  

897 Harry Sternberg (1904-2001) painter and printmaker (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Sternberg)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rene_d%27Harnoncourt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmer_Rice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Sternberg
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 After the scheduled speakers, at a suggestion from the floor by Jack Levitz,899 I was asked 

to speak and, of course, required no coaxing. I made stress of the fact that we must have 

membership, big membership, so that we should not be in the position of making economic gains 

for non-members, as is the case with labor unionism where the suckers on the outside gain so 

much from the fights won by unions. 

 Of course, I did not express my doubts as to whether artists (graphic & plastic) are in a 

field of production similar to Actors & Musicians & writers. Much of our work is not in any way 

useful nor patronized by any great public. 

 A demand for rental fees from Exhibition of Museums, etc., might hurt beginners as such 

Ex.’s might want the well-known painters only if costs are attached to all.  

 Artists through the A.E.A. should pool their business experiences, wrongs that have been 

done them by dealers, buyers etc. The A.E.A. might have open exhibitions - no jury shows. They 

might help the Soc. of Independent Artist Exhibitions. If a strong organization stood behind it, 

Copyright might remain with the artist in every sale of a painting. A large powerful organization 

might break down the Jury Prize system. Less of the packed juries. No one to serve on a jury 

anywhere more than once in 3 years. 

 

 
898 The first annual meeting of the Artists Equity Association was held at The Museum of 
Modern Art on April 30, 1947. Sloan omits mention of Yasuo Kuniyoshi, Chairman of the 
Meeting and President of Artists Equity, and Leon Kroll, Honorary President of the 
organization.  

899 The painter Jack Levitz (1896-1964) exhibited with the Society of Independent Artists in 
1941. (http://www.askart.com/artist/Jack_Levitz/10032433/Jack_Levitz.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Jack_Levitz/10032433/Jack_Levitz.aspx
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May 1, 1947 Varnishing in copal “Jewel on Velvet” and “Nude & Apple Tree.” We had a 

telegram from W. Shuster in Santa Fe saying that he is coming tomorrow to see Selma, who has 

a nervous breakdown. We are surprised, as we have not heard of it, and Jess Frazer said nothing 

of it the day she visited the hotel to see Sami.900 

 In the evening we were taken downstairs to the Seafood place for dinner with Col. & 

Mrs. Alice Sheldon and Mrs. Bradley, Alice’s mother. We then came back to the studio and 

showed pictures and delivered to the Sheldons the “Jewel on Velvet,” which they had purchased 

a year ago. 

 In the afternoon Carl Zigrosser of the print dept. of the Philadelphia Museum of Art came 

to see Helen and talk over the listing of my etchings. Helen made him a gift for the museum of 

some 20 or more lithos & etchings by Cecil Bell, H. Wickey, Don Freeman, and others. Seems 

like quite a worthwhile addition to the collection of the Phila. Art Mus.… 

 

May 2, 1947 Doing odd jobs in the morning. Helen went out and exchanged my pair of Navy 

surplus shoes, which were too large. She also bought me an army surplus raincoat. Helen’s uncle 

Hollon Farr came in to see us. And a photographer, at about the same time in the afternoon, came 

to take some photos of my much photo’d face. She is a nice woman - Josephine Young, who is 

making a Series of Artists photos for a book that she hopes to have published.901 

 
900 The “Nude & Apple Tree” to which Sloan refers is probably Apples, 1933 (oil on panel, 36 1/8 
x 18 inches), which is part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 2: 345, 962). 

901 Josephine Young has not been identified. (Her first name may not be Josephine.) Helen 
Sloan recalled an exhibition of her work sponsored by Kodak at Grand Central Station (HFS 
notes). 
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 While we were finishing dinner in the evening Harry & Mrs. Neely called and shortly 

after Will Shuster arrived from Santa Fe, held up for hours by fog. He had to come from 

Philadelphia by train, his second dismal experience in flying. Helen took him into another room 

and gave him an outline of his wife Selma’s condition that she, H., had gotten from Jess Frazer 

on phone. It seems that “Sami” has been having psychoanalysis seances with a practitioner and 

has now been brought into some transitional state. Shuster is furious at Jess, who is, according to 

him, behind the whole of Sami’s trip to New York for this object, without Shuster’s knowledge. 

He has a room in this hotel. 

 Neelys left about 10.30. They had a sense that they were intruding. I tried to remove that. 

 

May 3, 1947 In the morning Antoinette Kraushaar came to select and advise on the makeup of 

an exhib. of my work for next fall. Helen had brought out quite a number of my pictures new & 

old and Miss K. made a general selection. I am not enthusiastic over the prospect. Just why, I do 

not know. I think it’s a dislike of having the critics, who are so taken up with the Byzantine-

African-primitive-cubistic abstractions of the current fashion, express their opinions of my later 

work. The old New York genre things they know and will dismiss with that. The later things of 

the past 18 years they will probably ignore. No sales will be made, that’s sure. Meanwhile we 

have cleaning, framing, etc. to do.902 

 
902 The exhibition in question is probably the retrospective of Sloan’s work on view at Kraushaar 
Galleries February 2 to 28, 1948. 

 The Kraushaar SIA archive doesn’t have this information 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/kraugall.pdf). Should be on page 146, but that 
month is missing. 

https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/kraugall.pdf
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 In the afternoon we had visit from Thomas Harvey, book & mss collector friend of sister 

Marianna’s of Philadelphia. He brought a lady friend and we enjoyed the 2 or 3 hours they 

stayed. I signed the 2 vols. - “Human Bondage” etchings, which books he had brought over for 

that purpose. He presented us with a good bottle of sherry and Helen served cake at teatime.  

 A quiet evening enjoyed by H. and I alone. Shuster phoned [and] told H. that “Sami” is 

not in good shape. 

 I see by the days past and to come (above) that the year is 1/3 gone. Time passes like an 

avalanche after one reaches Seventy! 

 

May 4, 1947 Will Shuster came in in the morning. He has secured train reservations back home 

to Santa Fe. He is, of course, much worried over Sami’s condition, which he has become 

convinced is serious. They leave this evening. We feel very sorry for him [as] it may prove a 

trying journey for him. 

 Working on paintings, varnishing & cleaning some of the pictures selected as 

possibilities for the ex. next fall. 

 Late in the afternoon Bill Bomar came in and afterward we went over to see some of his 

late semi-abstract creations, which seem to be very good. Particularly, I liked a design around a 

cut grapefruit, Texas kind. H. invited Bill to dinner. He contributed an avocado for salad from his 

beautiful new electric refrigerator. We had a nice evening with him. 
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 The congress of U.S. is, I’m afraid, going to put through an anti-labor bill that is loaded 

with dynamite! They probably expect Truman to veto it, in which case all difficulties for the next 

year will be charged against the Democrats!903 

 

May 5, 1947 Worked on the nude and airplanes again from Miss Roux, whose white body on the 

peach colored sheet is a problem in color, especially as I want existence & form along with fine 

color. I worked until 1.30 P.M. as she came late. 

 In the afternoon, by appointment, we had an interview with Helen Carlson of the art news 

department of the Sun. She had with her a Mr. Hoagland. They are doing a book on Amer. Art. 

Everybody does one nowadays. They asked me questions, and while Helen Sloan made notes, I 

saw that they made very few. 

 …We had a quiet evening together, Helen working on data for posterity. I hope that it or 

they may be interested. 

 Loaned Hoagland a copy of Gist of Art. He said he thought of writing a piece about me. 

Hope he returns the book!904 

 

 
903 The Senate would pass the Taft labor bill on May 13, and send it on to the President. The bill 
contained a number of restrictions on unions, including a ban on the union shop and 
Communists in union leadership positions. Truman vetoed it, but his veto was overridden and it 
became law on June 23 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Management_Relations_Act_of_1947).  

904 “Mr. Hoagland” may be Clayton Hoagland (dates unknown), the author of The Pleasures of 
Sketching Outdoors (New York, 1947). The book on American art he planned to write with Helen 
Carlson was apparently never published. Nor has his proposed article on Sloan been located. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Management_Relations_Act_of_1947
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May 6, 1947 Again working from Miss Roux and think the rather large panel of the white nude 

on peach color sheet with planes and a New Mexico background is moving on. Helen working 

on card index of a lot of drawings for Kraushaar. She makes a nice little drawing on each card, 

which provides a perfect means of identification. 

 A most weird phone call from a woman who said that she had been a model at the [Art 

Students] League some time ago. Quite off her head - I felt almost incoherent and “balmy.” A 

very annoying contact by ear, but very sad to consider the poor creature’s life.  

 Ann Reed writes that she will be glad to have us spend our first night in Santa Fe with 

her. Joe is in Ecuador, S.A.  

 Helen went up to see Chas. White about the missing etched plate of “Little Woman.” He 

said he’d look for it. 

 A letter from sister Nan says that she has had another fall altho’ she now carries a cane. 

 

May 7, 1947 Another pose of Miss Roux and I went on with the “Nude and Planes” - making 

slow progress, but the panel has possibilities. 

Helen is still busy on making the card index of drawings by myself. 

 The news in PM today gives the sequel to the investigation by the Amer. Inst. [of] Arts & 

Letters of certain anti-Jewish slanders sent in the mail under covers marked with the name and 

address of the A.I.A.& L. It turns out that the culprit is none other than Hunt Diederich, artist in 

wrought iron, a member. I have met him at meetings of the Institute and have noticed a decided 

fascistic or nazi trend in his remarks. In fact, when Moore, the chairman, stated the fact that an 
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investigation was to be made as to the sender of these letters, I at once felt that H.D. might be 

guilty.905 

 In the evening, an artist - student friend of Helen’s, name [Manuel] Tolegian, from Calif. 

- came in with an Armenian friend [?] who lives here and has lived here in the Chelsea for 30 

years, a collector of paintings and antiques. We talked of California, where Tolegian is painting 

and selling in various towns by exhibitions. We took them up to the studio and showed them 

some pictures. The collector seemed to have little interest altho he was a quiet sort of man.906 

 

May 8, 1947 A cool and sunny day. 

 Painted for five hours from Miss Roux - 10 to 1 P.M. [and] again from 4-6 P.M. And I 

think the long panel, nude on peach colored sheet907, is coming to the finish line. I shall probably 

have to do further work on it but have hopes for it. 

 Pat Quinlan called in the afternoon, but I had to leave him to talk to Helen, who was very 

busy sewing on several dresses for herself and Mexican trousers for me. He stayed quite a while, 

then bade us goodbye for the summer. 

 
905 According to the article to which Sloan refers, the National Institute of Arts and Letters “has 
set machinery in motion to expel… William Hunt Diedrich [sic], 63, internationally known 
sculptor, for using the name of the institute to send anti-Semitic propaganda through the mails” 
(“Institute of Arts and Letters Moves to Expel Noted Member,” PM, May 7, 1947, p. 9). 

906 The painter and illustrator Manuel J. Tolegian (1911-1983) came from the Armenian enclave 
of Fresno, California. He resided in New York from 1936 to 1940, during which time he studied 
at the Art Students League with Sloan and others. Tolegian’s friend, the Armenian art collector 
who lived at the Chelsea, has not been identified.  

907 Possibly Circe (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1200 
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[sketch] 

 

May 9, 1947 I worked with Helen on framing pictures to be left here for Antoinette K. to go over 

in case she wishes to make up the J.S. exhibition toward fall. 

 Helen worked on her sewing machine after lunch for an hour or so then went to see Mrs. 

Levinson about the Memorial Ex. of A.F.L. next fall at the Art Students League. She, H., bought 

two of his beautiful gouache drawings and Mrs. L. presented her with another. Helen stopped at 

Bogarts and got some prints of negatives of paintings. 

 

May 10, 1947 Ruth Martin came at 9.30 A.M. and I got to work on “Ruth and Winkie” – [Ruth 

with] her cat - until about one o’clock. The linear color textural worked pretty well. But I worked 

again in the afternoon for an hour. Helen took a number of drawings up to Kraushaar gallery and 

did other errands. 

 

May 11, 1947 Working on “Ruth and Winkie” during the day & other odd jobs in framing. 

 W. Pach and Magda came in at 4.30 P.M. He brought along a pastel & w’color drawing 

by Mrs. Chris Ritter [Frances Pratt], wife of the proprietor of the Laurel Gallery. He asked me to 

consider it as a candidate for a Shilling Fund Award this year. I liked it well enough and as W.P. 

[Walter Pach] is the chairman of the professional members of the Committee, I suppose it will be 

chosen. W.P., in the studio looking at some of the pictures prepared for Miss Kraushaar 

selection, particularly liked the last year panel of nude on yellow sheet [with] silver drape [in] 
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back and a spot heater. He seems reluctant to agree with my idea that the linear textural work 

should be enjoyed by a near enough view. He counts more on general effect.908 

 We went uptown to “the folks” for dinner. “Brud” Farr and Anne were there, and we 

enjoyed greeting Helen’s mother on “Mothers Day.” A good dinner and a pleasant evening. Dr. 

Brud F. & Anne brought us home in Dr. Charles F.’s car. 

 

May 12, 1947 Up late this morning, 10 A.M., and did odd jobs in the studio. Mary Roberts 

phoned, asking advice as to an architect’s widow, friend of Mary’s, who has a large penthouse 

studio near 33rd & Fifth Ave. and wants it used as an art class. I suggested that she get in touch 

with X.J. Barile. 

 After lunch X.J.B called and said he had made an appointment with the lady, Mrs. 

Hering, and now we are hoping that this may lead to his running a class for her. What money 

arrangements may be made, we don’t know.909 

 Helen went out to order an inner frame strip from Carl Ashby down on Cornelia St. After 

H. had returned Ruth Martin phoned and later brought her “boss,” Mr. Glover, to take a look at 

her portrait with Winkie the cat. He seemed to like it and said so. They visited a while and then 

said goodbye for the summer, as we leave Friday for Santa Fe. 

 
908 Pach admires Sloan’s Nude, Turquoise and Pink, 1946, 1950 (alternate title: Nude, Turquoise 
and Silver, oil on panel, 20 x 28 inches), which is part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1174). 

909 Mrs. Adelaide (Arms) Hering was the widow of the architect Oswald C. Hering (d. 1941). She 
resided at 10 West 33rd Street. 



558 
 

 Max Eastman sent me a leaflet, an article by him on the 14,000,000 slave laborers in 

U.S.S.R. I wonder if it is surely true. It is a kind of blow to my hopes for the Russian experiment. 

Max E. is informed I suppose, [as] he lived in Russian for several years.910 

 

May 13, 1947 A very busy day altho I did not get up until about 10 o’clock. X.J.Barile came 

down to help us get pictures varnished, cleaned, framed, etc. I was busy touching up scuffed 

places, doing a bit of restoring work. Helen [was] busy all day with her preparations. X.J.B 

stayed to lunch with us and went on working during the afternoon. Mary F. Roberts and Viv. 

Organ dropped in late in the afternoon to say goodbye to us for the summer. 

 Barile says that his talk [he’s talked?] with the lady who is thinking of starting an art 

school in part of her penthouse. The plan is still vague. He will see her again tomorrow. Our big 

trunk is upstairs waiting to be crowded with our clothes for Santa Fe. It has served me now for 

30 years and seems to be in good condition. 

 

May 14, 1947 Another busy day adjusting frames and varnishing pictures. Helen got inner strip 

and 2 frames from C. Ashby on Cornelia St. 

By evening we are quite tired and have finished with the baggage - a trunk and a package 

of colors, etc. …Paintings for the proposed ex. of my work in the fall are now about ready. 

 
910 Sloan is probably referring to Eastman’s essay entitled “The End of Socialism in Russia,” 
which originally appeared in Harper’s Magazine (January 20, 1937) and was subsequently 
published as a pamphlet (Boston, 1937). “To my mind there is no hope left for the classless 
society in present-day Russia,” Eastman writes (pamphlet, p. 5). Though he argues that workers 
are being exploited, he does not refer to them as “slave laborers.”  
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May 15, 1947 Preparations for departure and leaving the selections for the Fall Exhibition in 

proper shape - After lunch Barile came in to lend a hand. We asked him to stay to dinner but he 

had an engagement. 

 Bill Bomar came over to go with Dr. & Mrs. Farr to dine with us at “The Little Shrimp” 

seafood place in the “Chelsea.” Bill had them all over to his studio to give them an idea of his 

work. After dinner we came up to our apartment and spent the evening in chat. 

 

May 16, 1947 We should be leaving for Santa Fe! 

 I found work to do on (Gladys at Bar) “Girl in Cafe” - and this with work on “Plain 

View” [“plane” view, i.e., Circe?] long panel kept me at work until 4.30 in the afternoon, at 

which time Cecil & Mrs. Bell came to see us off. Trunk & package left for train baggage 

yesterday. Helen sent 3 packages to us in Santa Fe by express. 

 We took a seven o’clock P.M. train on the N.Y.C. lines to Chicago. 

 

May 17, 1947 We found to our surprise on reaching Chicago that we had been on a train routed 

through lower Canada above the lake, arriving at a station in Chic. that I had never seen before. 

We met Mae Larsen at the Cordon Club on Mich. Ave. where we had a nice lunch with her. 

From the Club we took a taxi to the South side to visit Fred & Frances Biesel and Miss Strain 

(Frances’s sister, the corner stone of the family). Frances Strain (Biesel) is in charge of 
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Exhibitions of the Renaissance Club at Chic. University. We had a very good steak dinner 

prepared entirely by Fred. 

 Helen and I & Mae L. had earlier seen the H. Moore, English sculptor’s, work at the Art 

Institution. I am glad that I saw it. I feel that his recent work with the vacant spots is very 

reasonable, [with] beauty of movements and line supported by sufficient mass, graphic power. 

Third dimension accented by openings.911 

 We left with Mae, saw her off to North side and got our Santa Fe train leaving at 12.30 

A.M. 

 

May 18, 1947 A quiet day in our compartment of the Calif. Limited. Helen had supplies for all 

our meals so that we kept our berths made up and lay around all day. Not quite resting, as the 

steady tremor of the train in motion shakes up all the body cells and there is no complete 

relaxation at any time. 

 

May 19, 1947 We woke over the pass at Ratón and dozed off to see the beautiful plains & 

mountains of New Mexico an hour or two later. After breakfast (by Helen) we dressed and had 

 
911 The Museum of Modern Art, New York, organized the Henry Moore exhibition to which Sloan 
refers in collaboration with Art Institute of Chicago and San Francisco Museum of Art; it was on 
view at the Art Institute from April 17 to May 18, 1947. (http://www.artic.edu/1940-1949/1947-
exhibition-history)  

http://www.artic.edu/1940-1949/1947-exhibition-history
http://www.artic.edu/1940-1949/1947-exhibition-history
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our berths made up, then waited, all ready to leave. The day is beautiful, as always in N.M., and 

we felt quite happy and at home when we reached Lamy station and took the bus for Santa Fe.912  

 Ann Reed (Mrs. Joe D.) with Jos. & Teresa Bakos met us in town and we all went to 

Reeds. Joe is away on a trip to Central America, but Ann tells us that he is on his way home. And 

he came home at 2.30 P.M. Had made some sketches but became rather ill. The climate of the 

Equator made him turn back, gone about 3 or 4 weeks. Ann made us a nice dinner - Steaks again, 

quite unusual for us in N.Y.C. As everyone was tired we went to our very nice twin beds at 8.30 

and enjoyed resting on pallets without jiggling as on the sleeping cars. 

HFS diary, Mon., May 19, 1947: Spent night at Reeds’ – Joe came back from 

Guatemala & other “romantic” countries disillusioned about the dirt, unromantic poverty, 

& climate, which disagreed with him. Joe has a tendency to seek the picturesque – 

maybe he needed the change. He now has a fad for colored grounds – of violent full 

green hue – idea from [Taubes?], I believe. Sloan & I both feel that any ground higher in 

key than a semi-neutral is sure to hurt the color of the picture. 

 

May 20, 1947 Breakfast with Reeds and then H. and I took our car, which we had removed from 

its winter shed at 314 Garcia St. yesterday afternoon, & proceeded downtown, and H. did 

marketing while I got 50 lbs. of ice. 

 
912 The Ratón Pass, part of the old Santa Fe Trail, is located south of Trinidad, Colorado, just 
inside the northern border of New Mexico. The AT&SF railway traveled through the pass at an 
altitude of 7,800 feet, which afforded spectacular views. 
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 Then we sped out the north highway 3 m., and 3 mi. west to our home on the hill, 

“Sinagua,” which was found in good shape. We have two full tanks of water! thanks to a three-

day rainy spell not long ago. Joe Bakos came to help me install the gasoline pump and it worked 

for 15 minutes all right, then stopped And I worked on it until worn out, but no start. Water is 

available, however. 

 We went to bed at 7 o’clock and slept very well indeed until 6 A.M. Wednesday. 

 

May 21, 1947 A beautiful sunshining day and a very good night’s rest has made us feel nearly 

normal, but we need more relaxation before we get over the altitude change. Sea level to 7000 

feet above in 3 days is rather rapid, compared to the covered-wagon days of yore. 

 Tried to get the pump going but failed. Joe & Teresa, who are living on their hill just 

West of us, came in after we had lunch. 

 The M.S. Telephone Co. sent Right of Way Vouchers for us to sign, but Joe thinks we 

had better see if it’s wise to give them such broad privileges as they seem to ask. He will see a 

lawyer. Survey for the poles has been made. 

 Shuster came in the afternoon and worked for ½ hour on the gas. engine [and] finally 

triumphed. 

 To bed early, 7.30 P.M., and slept until 6 A.M., catching up with our fatigue. 

 Now that the tanks are full of water and we have the pressure tank filled, the house seems 

like home again. To have nearly 7000 gallons of water and none under pressure for use gives us 

an uncertain feeling. 
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May 22, 1947 …Brilliant sunshine [and] some cloud flakes in the western sky. Not many birds 

around, and our friends the chipmunks are absent. It might be that the hens we had here scared 

the chips off permanently. We hope not, for we like them around. The flicker has chopped a hole 

under the eaves on the N.E. side of the house. He was starting this project before we left last 

October. 

 I had some trouble starting the pump today but finally got it going, so the house is 

supplied with water. 

 Joe Bakos stopped by and returned our radio and storage Battery, which we had loaned 

them for the winter. It gives us some of the news items. We depend on this, as we take no 

newspaper and don’t go to town and P. Office very often. 

 Ira Moskowitz & Anna & little Diana called in the afternoon. He is having difficulties 

with an I AM woman who is renting his little house and failing in her contract to improve it. He 

may need $400 from the bank, and we agreed to go on his note for that amount if he needs it.913 

 The afternoon turned windy with slight showers. 

 Helen has got a cold. She complains not. 

 

May 23, 1947 …We went to town early this morning to P.O. and grocery store. Stopped at 

Express office to see if our 3 packages from N.Y.C. had come. They had not. Left a bundle at the 
 

913 “I AM” was a religious cult that began in California in 1930. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%22I_AM%22_Activity) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%22I_AM%22_Activity
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laundry. Helen ordered a new typewriter from Montgomery Ward & Co. They promise quick 

delivery. Coming back, not far from “Sinagua,” we met Shuster talking to Tom Thomas, our 

neighbor to the north. We talked of the Phone Co.’s Right of Way. Shuster came over to our 

place, “Sinagua.” He is leaving this afternoon for Albuquerque to get Selma in a day or two and 

take her, if accommodations can be had, to Embudo hospital where Dr. Travers is to operate. 

Shus feels more hopeful of “Sami’s” care now…  

We had a fine downpour of rain in the afternoon [and] East tank overflowed. We think 

we got 100 gallons in the W. tank. I released some excess from the Eastern tank. 

 Helen’s cold is getting better. That is, she is getting over it, we think. 

 Toward sunset the highest mountains were covered with either hail or snow with the last 

rays of the sun on them beautiful against a greenish-gray clouded sky with delicate blue coming 

through. 

 

May 24, 1947 Up early, around 6.30, this morning. Helen’s cold seems a little better, and by 

night I seem to be developing the same. We have slept in separate rooms for several nights past 

in order to avoid transference. 

 Joe & Teresa stopped by. He has a suggestion from a lawyer to introduce into the Right 

of Way words “for the purpose of electrical service to properties of J.S., J.B, and D. Shuster.” 

Seems a fine idea. 

 Idling about in the sunshine all day and enjoying the relaxation… About 6.30, as we were 

enjoying our supper, Joe & Ann Reed, with little Patricia, stopped in to see us. He had got to 
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painting already from one of his Cent. Amer. [Central America] sketches and is going to work 

tonight again. He is much in earnest in spite of having plenty of riches. We warned them against 

our colds & they left in 1 hour. We retired to our separate rooms at about 9.30. 

HFS diary, Sat., May 24, 1947: Sloan told Joe Reed to be careful about looking 

for the unaccustomed “surprise” subject - Paint what you know. This with some 

reference to Joe’s recent trip to Central America - He brought back a number of 8 x 10 

oil sketches of streets, markets, etc., places he had seen, at most, 6 days… 

 

May 25, 1947 Another beautiful morning, and we are up as soon as the sun pours in our eastern 

windows, about 6.30. I stayed outside after breakfast, letting the warm sun do its part for my 

better health. Better half, after doing her morning housework, also came out to bask. It is now 

sure that we both are sharing a pretty severe cold. 

 

May 26, 1947 Helen kept me in bed this morning, as my cold and hers are both developing. The 

day was uneventful and bright sunshine surrounded us. We both exposed ourselves to it with 

hopes of benefit. We walked around our gravelly & stony driveway 5 times, equal to half a mile. 

Joe Bakos drove by while I was lying down in the afternoon. Helen told him of our mutual 

discomfort from our cold. 
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May 27, 1947 Again breakfast in bed. But Helen, of course, is about her work in the house. We 

sunned ourselves in the morning and took a walk around the house. A pleasant day [though] 

occasionally overcast. 

 In the afternoon, Ira Moskowitz, Anna & Diana arrived and gave us the good news that 

they have rid themselves of the I AMer woman at a cash cost of $80.00 plus a past loss in 

mismanagement of improvements of $500.00. I signed his note for $568 so that he can put the 

place in shape for a future tenant. I hope this eventuates to satisfaction of all.  

 Ira took Helen to town with a picture of mine for the Dallas Ex. to which I’m invited. She 

left it at the museum for shipment. She did some shopping. Got a new Remington typewriter 

from Mont. Ward, and Ira brought her back.914 

 

May 28, 1947 Both of us still suffering with our cold - or influenza, which seems more likely. 

Joe & Teresa stopped by. They want us to come over to their ranch for dinner tomorrow, [and 

are] inviting Florence McCormick. We mailed a notice to Louise Pugh, asking her to excuse us 

for a cocktail party to Florence at 5 o’clock this afternoon. 

 

May 29, 1947 I got up feeling rather better this morning after a good night’s sleep. We both were 

sitting in a warm spot in the sun by the house for a couple of hours or less. It is sunshiny today, 

 
914 Sloan sent Caryatide, 1934 (oil on panel, 21 ¾ x 20 inches) to the exhibition “Southwestern 
Art,” which was on view at the Museum of Fine Arts, Dallas, through September 14, 1947 (Elzea 
2: 357, no. 996 and 483). 

Caryatide is in the collection of the John Sloan Trust. 
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of course, but the shade is very chilly. We heard by radio news that many parts of U.S., north and 

east, have had snow and cold. 

 Florence McCormick stopped with a rented car to take us to Joe Bakos’s hill, just west of 

“Sinagua.” Teresa B. had a nice chicken dinner for us. Joe made cocktails and we had a pleasant 

evening. Florence is entertaining in her accounts of her sufferings, at a higher cost than any 

period of her life, on the yacht “Nambay” with Cyrus and the Captain and crew. A sad 

experience which no one with moderate income need ever fear. She is closing up the Nambé 

ranch with a good caretaker. Bill Davey may use it. 

Florence’s driver and car came at 10.30 and we went back to our hill and she drove out to the 

Nambé house where she is staying until June 11th. 

 Bill Davey has had a nasal operation in New York where he has lived the past winter (in 

neighborhood of [N.Y.U.?]). 

 

May 30, 1947 We woke at 6 o’clock this morning and I felt much better altho the cough still 

hangs on. Helen seems better too, but she don’t give any information without much pressing. 

 This evening I saw the first chipmunk. He was enjoying a feast that I had put out on the 

shelf outside a portale window. It gladdened my heart to see this hopeful sign of a possible 

return of these pretty creatures. Some people find them nuisances but our house is well made and 

keeps them outside. Overhanging 22-inch eaves on the roof make chimney entrances for them 

impossible.  
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I am reading Mary Colum’s book of memories, Life and the Dream, [and] find it very 

interesting - reference to Van W. Brooks & John B. Yeats and others I have met. Years ago I had 

met the Padraic Colums, but not often.915 

HFS diary, (?) Sun. June 22-Mon. June 23, 1947: …we have read Mary Colum’s 

Life and the Dream, which Nan’s friend Mr. Harvey sent me. For the picture of Irish life 

of the mind, & of the personalities, & the weaknesses of the Irish of a certain 

professional intellectual type shown by the prejudices of the author – it was revealing, & 

good reading… 

 After dinner Joe & Teresa drove over to see us and we did some light conversation until 

they left at 9.10 P.M. which seemed late. We have been turning in so early and getting up with 

the sun over the mountains. 

 

May 31,1947 We drove to town in the morning [and] went to the museum to see if they had sent 

my picture to the Dallas Art Museum. Miss Jones said that it had been sent by ex[press], but she 

had mislaid the blank of entry. We sent a postcard. 

 At the Garage we met Miss Schlater, just back from Philad’a [and] looking for an 

apartment. We took her up Canyon Road to Ira Moskowitz and then we all went up to the little 

house he is putting into shape, but the work is not far enough along and the location rather far up 

the canyon for a lone lady. So we came back and left Miss Schlater. 

 
915 Life and the Dream (Garden City, N.Y., 1947) was written by Mary M. Colum (1887-1957), 
wife of the poet and dramatist Padraic Colum (1881-1972). Both natives of Ireland, they came to 
the U.S. in 1914. Sloan probably met them through John Butler Yeats. 
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 We went out Cerrillos Road and got ice and Helen shopped for groceries and then 

returned to our hill, where H. made a nice lunch. We are both coughing and not feeling too well 

this afternoon. 

 

June 1, 1947 The degradation of existence caused by a cold continues with me today. Helen is 

younger and stronger and braver altho’ I think she is feeling as far below par as I do. 

 Soon after lunch W. Shuster, “Sami”, John and little boy friend of John’s drove up and 

spent a couple of hours with us. Selma looks quite normal and nothing was said of her illness, 

etc. Joe & Teresa also stopped in. The weather seems perfect to all accounts, but I don’t feel up 

to enjoying it. 

 Sami’s brother, Tyler Dingee, is opening a picture show at his photo studio this afternoon 

and our visitors are going, but we do not feel able to attend. 

 

June 2, 1947 Up early and rode to town to have our car for repairs to mudguards, windshield 

wiper, speedometer, etc. Left car at 8 o’clock then had our breakfast at De Vargas hotel 

restaurant - an extra cup of coffee, 10 cents! Helen met Joe Reed on the Plaza and he called for 

us with his car and took us home as unexpected guests. Ann welcomed us and gave us a nice 

lunch after which Helen posed for a portrait study by Joe. I was comfortably installed in a 

hammock in the garden, a pleasant spot. Later Jigger the dog came out to join me. Ann and little 

Patty came out later. Joe worked from H. in the studio for about 3 hours. We left at about 4.45 
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[and] went to the garage where we found the car not at all finished, but we drove it out to 

“Sinagua” promising to have it back to the garage in the morning. 

 Rather poor night on account of the irritation of our coughs. 

 

June 3, 1947 We had our breakfast at home in “Sinagua” and delivered the car [to] Closson’s at 

8 A.M. We then walked to the plaza and sat there for about 2 hours, H. now and again leaving 

me on my sunbathed bench to do some errands. Nearing twelve noon we called on our invalid 

car [and] were told to come again at 2.30. We had lunch at De Vargas restaurant and at 2 o’clock 

(by phone arrangement in morning) we went to Dr. Travers’ office [and he] looked me over and 

gave a prescription to quiet my throat. Met Julius Gans, owner of the “Southwest Arts & 

Crafts.”916 He has been failing in health the last 2 or 3 years. He is interested in the artists, but 

can’t understand the new movements. A good citizen, as are so many Jewish men of the 

Southwest. 

 Back at the Car hospital at 2.30, but we had another long wait before we were able to ride 

away, do our shopping, get ice and go out to our house on the hill. Very much fatigued, a hard 

day, but we have our new cough medicine and hope for a better night’s sleep.  

In the afternoon we met Louise Crow at the garage. She tells us that she has sold her 3 

apt. house in Santa Fe and is going to live on the road. She has a large GM car, sort of a Station 

wagon, to which is to be attached a big trailer with all conveniences and storage space for canvas 

 
916 Southwest Arts & Crafts is listed as a curio shop in the Santa Fe city directory. 
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& frames. She will travel the country painting portraits and landscapes. Alone with a “45” gun 

and [pencil?] gas bomb, she has had experience roughing it.917 

 

June 4, 1947 A quiet day on the hill. Still we nurse our coughs. Helen did quite an extensive 

wash and the clothes drape our little sturdy green piñon trees bathed in sunlight. The workmen 

from the telephone co. are on the job digging postholes for the poles, which are to carry wires 

and connect us with Santa Fe and the whole world. I can’t quite look forward to the completion 

of the job. It will cut into our sense of grand remoteness. 

 In the evening Joe & Teresa Bakos dropped in. Joe is going up to Colorado by plane 

tomorrow to paint a new bull of his patron, Mr. Hughes. 

 

June 5, 1947 The workmen finished the postholes on our hill this morning. 

 We saw a large gray squirrel on the ladder in the trees near front of “Sinagua” this 

morning. The first we have seen. Attracted by our automatic water can. We have a few 

chipmunks who patronize our lunch platform. We catch mice nearly every day and have got two 

large pack rats. 

 

 
917 A native of Seattle, Washington, the painter Louise Crow (1891-1968) became known in Santa 
Fe as a specialist in Native American subjects, and was made a Fellow of the School of American 
Research for her fieldwork in ethnology.  
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June 6, 1947 To town this morning where we picked up 2 outdoor sunbathing couches ordered 

from Montgomery Ward. They will be very good additions to our gravelly piñon-studded front 

“lawn” (without grass). 

 I went to see Dr. Reg. Fisher, who wanted to see me about plans for organizing the art 

projects of the Museum. Dr. Edgar Hewett, demised, has been succeeded by Dr. Sylvanus 

Morley, and Fisher says M. wants to put new life into the Art museum. He showed me his plans 

for the meeting of the Art Committee to be held Monday June 15th. The present staff of the art 

section is quite incompetent and should be changed. We met Ira Moskowitz who tells us of the 

difficulties he is meeting in building his house up the canyon. 

 Helen met Randall Davey and Belle in the grocery store. He says he is going to New 

York in a few weeks and he will be out to see us soon. 

 Our colds or bronchitises still hold on but are showing symptoms of leaving soon 

perhaps! 

 A letter from sister Nan wants advice as to the young Philip Smith whose art works I saw 

a year ago. Back from the army, he wants to take advantage of the Government’s offer to pay 

expenses for study.918 

 

June 7, 1947 Sunning ourselves in the morning and hoping that our bronchial colds are 

beginning to ease up. 

 
918 “Young Philip Smith” has not been further identified. 
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 I gave the car a wash late in afternoon and its looks are greatly improved. Teresa Bakos 

and her son John Dorman came at 5.45 and we all took our car and John D. drove us to the 

beautiful Nambé estate of the McCormicks, where Florence is giving us, and a group of her 

friends, a sort of farewell supper. Among guests - Miss A.E. White, Mr. & Mrs. Francis 

Wilson,919 Louise Pugh [and] of course Witter Bynner with his Bob Hunt. [Willard?] 

Hougland920 of the Museum of Archeology and his new wife - Ernest Knee the photographer and 

his new wife921 (his first married Alex Brook) - Eugenie Shonnard,922 the sculptor, & her 

husband, Mr. Ludlam - a lawyer, Montgomery, & wife923. Many others old acquaintances, can’t 

recall the names.  

Florence McC. asked me if she could exchange my painting “Steele’s Barn,”924 which 

Cyrus bought years ago, for the crossroads with 2 gals, 2 boys, 2 burros - Acequia Madre and 

Camino Monte Sol - painted 20 years ago. I said I would ask $900.00 additional (Cyrus paid 

 
919 Francis C. Wilson (1876-1952), a retired lawyer, and his wife, Charlotte, had been living in 
Santa Fe since 1907.  

920 Willard Hougland was Assistant to the Director of the Laboratory of Anthropology in Santa 
Fe ca. 1946.  

921 The photographer Ernest W. Knee and his first wife, the painter and etcher Gina Knee (1898-
1982), lived at 542 Camino del Monte Sol in the mid-1930s. Gina Knee married her third 
husband, the painter Alexander Brook (1898-1980), in 1944. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gina_Knee_Brook) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Brook)  

922 Eugenie F. Shonnard (1886-1978) had studied with Rodin and Emile Bourdelle in France; she 
was married to Gordon Ludlam. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugenie_Shonnard)  

923 The lawyer Montgomery and his wife are probably Andrew K. and Ruth Montgomery of Santa 
Fe. 

924 Dave Steele’s Barn is located in a private collection. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gina_Knee_Brook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Brook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugenie_Shonnard
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$450 for the “Barn”).925 We had a very good time with plenty of before-dinner drinks. Christine 

Hughes much excited by my declaration of faith in Henry Wallace, whose name is taboo in 

conservative circles. 

 Home by 12 o’clock, John Dorman driving. 

 

June 8, 1947 Our bronchitis seems on the way out. We spent much time in the sun enjoying our 

new Sunbathing Chairs. 

 A letter of suggestions to the Art Advisory Comm. of the Museum of New Mexico [from] 

Gustave Baumann, Raymond Jonson, Randall Davey, Theo. Van Soelen and myself. A 

suggestion of galleries handed over to groups of exhibitors who would be responsible for 

maintaining a “Good show” at all times. This seems to show weakening of the “open door” 

policy of the museum, which is very important to my mind - a fundamental principle, which has 

been lived up to for 30 years. 

 

June 9, 1947 We went to town and I went to the dentist and he refilled a large molar. Helen did 

errands and I got ice, Kerosene, and also Naphtha, which the Conoco man recommended for 

lamps & stoves. 

 
925 Florence McCormick was interested in acquiring The Camino, Boys, Girls, and Donkeys, 
1920/1947-48 (alternate titles: Couples at the Crossroads, Cross Roads at Santa Fe, oil on 
canvas, 26 x 32 1/8 inches), which belongs to the John Sloan Memorial Foundation (Elzea 625). 
The exchange was apparently never made. 
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 During the afternoon, Randall Davey - with his niece Miss Fay, who is visiting - drove up 

in his beautiful, new and sporty-looking Ford car. He entertained us, as he always does, [with] 

amusing personal adventures. He and Mrs. (Belle) are going to New York shortly. He has an 

exhib. there to last through this month.926 

 After Helen had made our dinner - and I had enjoyed it, as always - we had a visit from 

Joe & Teresa Bakos. Joe returned from getting material for painting 2 more bulls for his cowman 

patron Lafayette Hughes. He flew back last evening and he & Teresa made a trip to the hot baths 

at Ojo Caliente today. They had some good bottled beer with them [and] after a bottle each we 

parted for the night. 

 

June 10, 1947 …I did a little patching up on the house this morning. In the afternoon we made a 

trip to Santa Fe to pick up our mail, thinking perhaps that Florence McCormick might have 

written in regard to the “Crossroads, Acequia Madre” picture, which she had proposed 

exchanging. I think that my asking $900.00 in the bargain rather shocked her. 

 My cold in throat still continues to cause me some slight distress. Helen has hers more 

under control. 

 

 
926 An exhibition of racing paintings and drawings by Randall Davey was on view at Kleeman 
Galleries in New York through June 27, 1947. Miss Fay has not been further identified. 
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June 11, 1947 A few hours of morning sunlight were followed by a dozen hours of strong SE 

wind that thumped and groaned and yelled about the eaves of our ‘dobe castle on the hill. Very 

unpleasant to be outdoors. 

 I spent the day painting, in an editing way, on the “Pairs at the Crossroads” (1 pair of 

burros, 2 gals and two boys)927. I think it is improved to a degree that makes me satisfied that 

Florence McC. did not close the bargain with me. 

 Helen did a wash and ironed the clothes in the afternoon so that she was quite tired. We 

went to bed about 10 o’clock. We still have our bronchial trouble altho it is decreasing. 

 Mrs. Harry Neely writes from N.Y.C. that she has spoken to a Mr. [James] O’Brien, who 

has some influence with the Mayor, of the need of the city for a large Art Exhibition Building. I 

had spoken of the fact that the Independent Ex. has not found a place to show for two years or 

more. She says that I might write to Mr. O’Brien and state the situation.928 

 

June 12, 1947 A day of brilliant sunshine. In the afternoon a good breeze from the West, and it 

is much cooler than several days past. I worked again on the road in the X-roads painting, which 

is giving me considerable trouble. 

 
927 The Camino, Boys, Girls, and Donkeys (John Sloan Memorial Trust) Elzea 625 ASK HEATHER why 
two owners?? 

928 James O’Brien was an aide to William O’Dwyer, who was mayor of New York City from 1945 
to 1950. O’Brien later wrote to Sloan that he had spoken to the mayor, and also to Manhattan 
borough president Hugo Rogers, without success (John Sloan Archives, Delaware Art Museum). 
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 The congress has put through a shockingly reactionary labor bill, which is now before the 

president. It was passed with great help from the Democratic members and with a majority that 

looks as though it can be passed over Truman’s veto.929 He is in a dilemma [to] veto or not. With 

his plan to help any country that is inclined to fight its communists, he is a poor sort of head for 

this nation, and I hope he is not renominated next year. Henry Wallace is my choice. 

 

June 13, 1947 We drove to Santa Fe in the morning. Helen did her shopping and I retrieved a 

jack handle missing from our car since its period in the repair dept. of Closson’s garage… 

 I am trying a dry mixture of corn meal, brown sugar and plaster of Paris as a medicine for 

the pack rats which invade our under floor spaces. The plaster is supposed to set in their little 

innards. 

 

June 14, 1947 Up quite early for a cool morning followed by the usual brilliant sunshine. 

 I came across a broken down teacart, wrecked at a rather rough party out here during the 

winter when I was convalescing (1943-4). I decided that it would be possible to mend it, & 

finding several broken dowel joints to replace, we drove to town to see if we could find dowel 

sticks. We failed as all the building supply places were closed in the afternoon. We drove out to 

Camino Monte Sol but changed our intention of visiting Shusters, as there were 3 cars in front of 

their house. We decided then to see the Ramon Shivas and found them in. They showed us the 

 
929 Voting 54-17, the Senate passed the Taft-Hartley labor bill on June 6, 1947, sparking 
demonstrations in New York City and elsewhere. 
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large new house they are building - not many rooms, but a huge basement under it. The living 

room is about 32 feet by over 20’ - one large bedroom - bathroom and kitchen, all large - plus 

dining room and a workroom for Mrs. S. - All walls of the new cement & volcanic ash blocks. 

We enjoyed the Shivas. He has an alert, practical & scientific mind. We had several nice 

highballs and left for home, glad that we had needed dowels! … 

  

June 15, 1947 Up before 6 this morning, another beautiful day. We tried a thermometer in the 

sun [and] the index fluid went to the top, over 120o. In the shade at the same time it was 72o and 

very pleasant. 

 In the afternoon Don Shuster, his Helen, and their baby boy, born April 22, along with his 

mother, [named] Helen also. We were happy to see them. Don is still with the atomic energy 

[project of?] Univers[ity] of California, just east of Albuquerque. While we talked to grandma 

Helen, Don & Mrs. took the baby out to their homestead a mile west of us. They left inviting us 

cordially to come down to see them. 

 I did some cement work around the door of a little cellar space under our bathroom where 

I believe the rats have been making entrance under the house. 

 

June 16, 1947 Up early and after breakfast got at the little cellar door job, which I had started 

yesterday. H. helped me lift the lid and put it in place over the opening, then I worked some steel 

lath in openings to deter the rodents and hope now to have lost these tenants. 
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 After dinner I laid down for an hour and at 3.15 P.M. we rode to town where I found 

dowels for my repair job on the broken teacart. 

At 4.30 I joined the Artists Committee of the Museum in a meeting with the new director, 

Sylvanus Morley. We took up a series of new regulations for the Exhibitions in the Museum. 

Many less one-man shows, the open door principle maintained but newcomers to be given less 

space. Four special exhibitions a year. All donations to pass the approval of the Artist 

Committee, etc. Morley agrees that the A. Comm. shall have real authority… 

 

June 17, 1947 Up by six this morning, and as a result of my complaining about my tendency to 

double vision, H. has made an appointment with Dr. Eggenhofer, the oculist in town, and we are 

off in the car for an examination at 9 o’clock. The doctor gave me a series of careful tests and 

decided that nothing in the way of change in my glasses would be desirable. So I’ll just have to 

fight it out with my warring eyes. 

We went to the grocery store and also got over 50 pounds of ice. I met Rita Staab and 

was glad to see her. My nurse through and after the operation, summer of 1943, she looks thin 

and a bit overworked. She thought I looked very well. 

 Back to the hills for lunch, after which I gave the repaired teacart a coat of enamel, and 

I’m quite proud of its resurrection. 

 Cloudy in the afternoon with rains in the distance. Ira Moskowitz, Anna, and Diana, the 

little girl, rode out to see us for an hour or so. I took a nap for ½ hour but got up feeling still 

tired. 
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 Our bronchial throats still trouble us. In two days a month will be gone, and it seems as 

tho’ we had been struggling with this cold malady ever since we arrived. 

 

June 18, 1947 The morning overcast with rain conditions here and there. I worked on certain 

orifices in our kitchen and pantry where our friendly field mice make occasional entrances, 

usually to be trapped. 

 Joe & Teresa [Bakos] came by to arrange for picking [us] up (in our car) to take us to 

Santa Fe for dinner at Ramon Shiva’s… [We] drove into town at 6.30, and the Shivas welcomed 

us most heartily. Ramon started right in on pouring cocktails for probably an hour. Then he 

followed with a very good dinner that he prepared with which we had claret. After dinner he 

gave us a series of highballs so that the conversation got more and more animated and, as far as I 

and Teresa were concerned, quite contentious, the subject being Roman Catholicism, and I more 

than intimated that I was strongly agnostic. She threatened me with conversion to the faith. We 

rather held the floor. At about 12 o’clock Joe & H. got us into the car and drove home to our 

ranches on the hills. A pretty good time but rather too much alcoholic moisture. 

  

June 19, 1947 We stayed in bed late this morning - and though no headaches developed, we both 

felt a trifle off center and pooh! 

 Ira Moskowitz turned up with a native, [Romando] Ortiz, who has been doing plastering 

for him and who is ready to take on the job of giving the house, “Sinagua,” a coat of Cement on 

chicken wire for $120.00, I to furnish materials. Ira returned to town, ordered these for me and at 
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2 o’clock P.M. they were delivered, the bill $71.86. I think that $200 will cover the expense, and 

it will be a great improvement, as the present adobe plaster is showing a good deal of wear. It has 

had the storms of nearly 7 years and in some places is washed off. 

 The day is overcast with rain clouds and we had a nice hour of quiet rain on the hill, 

giving us about 150 gals. in our tanks. 

 My throat still troubles me but is improving. Two good showers the last 24 hours! 

 

June 20, 1947 To Santa Fe in the morning where H. did her shopping… [and we] got our ice. 

 The man who has contracted to do the cement plastering brought 2 loads of sand. The 

price is terrific, 12.00 a load, supposed to be a cubic yard. It looks as precious as gold dust. But 

these days all prices are very high. One man and a motor truck, 24.00 in a short day’s work! 

 During the afternoon a friend of Joe Bakos & Shuster, with his wife, called on us to 

witness their signatures on a legal paper, [as] J.B. not at home. Ray Boynton is his name. He is a 

prof. of art [at] Calif. University, about 65 yrs. old - his wife [has] a pronounced Grecian nose 

and [is] attractive, about 40, a sculptress. They are touring in a trailer pulled by a civilian 

modified army “jeep” and are camped near our road ½ mile east.930 

 

 
930 Ray Boynton (1883-1951) was a San Francisco-based artist who taught at the California 
School of Fine Arts, San Francisco, and at the University of California, Berkeley, in the late 
1920s and 1930s. His wife was probably the sculptor Edith Boynton. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_Boynton)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_Boynton
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June 21, 1947 Overcast this morning but cleared up with brisk wind. Working on “Boys, Girls & 

Burros at Crossroad,” the old canvas (circa 1924) in which Florence McC. was interested. 

 Yesterday, to rid the garage of pack rats, I allowed the engine of the auto to run for about 

20 minutes with all doors tightly shut. When I thought that the air in the garage was adequately 

poisoned, I dashed in the side door, holding my breath, and turned off the switch. [Then I] 

dashed out and shut the door after me. In order to give the gas time to work, I did not open the 

garage, just waited and hoped for the worst. 

 The Reeds came to dinner and we had an interesting evening looking at a large collection 

of colored reproductions. Helen had been collecting them for some years and they were 

particularly useful to Joe Reed who has never seen any of the Museum collections. He is a very 

promising beginner. In spite of the fact that he is quite well off, he keeps at work, and in about 

five years he has gone far. 

 

June 22, 1947 A surprise waited me when I opened the large garage door this morning. In a 

corner by the side of the door a trapped rat or two had dug a hole through dirt to the lower edge 

of the concrete foundation, then burrowed under the wall for more than two feet and made an 

exit between two large rocks 1 foot outside the wall! Well, I admire their heroic escape and hope 

they won’t come back. They had made another attempt at the other end of the door but gave that 

hole up. 

 A beautiful, typical Santa Fe day with sun and high, numerous, small cumulus clouds - 

We took a nice sunbath. Helen was painting today on an idea from one of her subway sketches. I 

have a real desire to get to work but have not uncovered any motive. 
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June 23, 1947 The 3 men started this morning on the wire mesh covering of the outside walls of 

“Sinagua.” Helen and I drove to Santa Fe as I had an appointment with the dentist - 2 small 

fillings. 

 The “Hairdresser’s Window, Sixth Ave.” [of] 1907 has been purchased for the collection 

of the Hartford Athenaeum. Forty years before it found a resting place, one of my first New York 

paintings. How much my work has changed in the passing years. The city interested me so much 

more than now.931  

 In the afternoon, after 4, we went to town again as nails were running short for the 

plasterers. We stopped at Shusters, who were glad to see us, and H. invited them to come to 

lunch tomorrow. Selma seems better, but still in a sort of detached state. Linda, her big daughter, 

looks very well, home for her vacation. 

 

June 24, 1947 Early today I drove to town alone to get more nails and I also did some marketing 

for H. On the way back I ran up the lower road not far from “Sinagua” where the Boyntons are 

camped very comfortably and asked them to join us at lunch. They were pleased to accept and 

Mrs. B. said she had a skillet of beans to contribute as well as a bottle of wine. I came home and 

made an attempt to patch with a “liquid solder” some slight leaks in the joints of pipe connected 

with the tanks. 
 

931 Hairdresser’s Window, 1907 (alternate title: Hairdresser’s Window, Sixth Avenue, oil on 
canvas, 31 7/8 x 26 inches) was one of the six paintings Sloan showed in the landmark 
exhibition of “The Eight” in 1908. It is part of the Ella Gallup Sumner and Mary Catlin Sumner 
Collection at the Hartford Athenaeum, Hartford, Connecticut (Elzea 1: 77-78, no. 84). 
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 At lunch, Shusters, Boyntons and Sloans had a very good repast indeed. Boynton has 

ideas that are pretty well fixed. He is well informed but in a somewhat professional way. He 

drove Shuster and I over to Shuster’s Ranch House in his [Willy?] Civilian Jeep, canvas covered. 

Passengers are more conscious of rough road than in larger cars. Shuster helped me stop the slow 

leak in pipe. The three ladies seemed to get along in their talk. In fact, it was after 6 before 

anyone thought of leaving. 

 Ira Moskowitz, in cowboy hat, stopped to tell us of a San Juan [pueblo] dance this 

afternoon, but we declined to go. 

 

June 25, 1947 Went to town early to buy 90 feet additional stucco wire and 10 pounds more of 

nails. I met the three workmen and their truck, which had stuck on our little hill in the road 

nearby. They got it going up and I drove down. Got the wire and nails, and back to Sinagua. 

 Will Shuster & “Sami” and John Adam, the boy, called on us on their way back from 

looking over the telephone pole installation at “homestead.” 

 The stucco first coat on the wire covering of our house is half done or more, and it looks 

fine. We like the plain cement gray so well we may not color the top coat. 

 These last days have been clear and warm, cool in the shade and indoors. H. started 

another subway group from her N.Y. Sketchbook today. I continue idle, my throat trouble hangs 

on, and I have no idea to cause me to paint. 
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June 26, 1947 We drove to Santa Fe again this morning. Left the car at Closson’s to have the 

tires interchanged - I think, for the first time in 11 years. We went to the bank - H. made deposit 

and I made an affidavit as to the more than a thousand dollars owed me by the C.W. Kraushaar 

Gallery prior to his death (J.F. Kraushaar). We then went in to a “big sale” at a store on Don 

Gaspar St. where we bought a new jack for the car and a tire inflating apparatus, which is 

operated from spark plug opening and saves hand pumping on a flat tire! We saw our tenant of 

the little house back of 314 Garcia St. and I told him that we were going to stucco & wire plaster 

it next week. 

 Back at “Sinagua,” the workmen put in a good day’s work and finished the first coat for 

the walls of the house. It looks fine.  

Helen is painting again this afternoon. As for me, I’m blank! and not feeling too well. The throat 

trouble is still there. 

 And oh, we stopped a state tuberculosis X-Ray wagon on the Plaza and had our chests 

pictured. This is being done free for citizens of many states just now and is a splendid project of 

the Anti-Tuberculosis organization. 

 The Auto Insurance Companies have ruled against covering cars over 10 years old for 

Collisions, Fire, Etc. We renewed for 6 mos. 

Our car is better than they think. It has only traveled 13000 miles since 1936! 
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June 27, 1947 Helen and I to town again this morning, I to have my dental job finished for the 

time. Another appointment for examination in Sept… Drove out Cerrillos Road to get our ice 

and H. to shop for eating materials. 

 Back to “Sinagua” for lunch before which Joe & Teresa B. dropped in on us. We are all 

interested in the telephone company poles, which are being installed across the rolling hills and 

piñon trees. I do not really welcome this tie to the city and the world except in case of sickness or 

accident. The facilities will be something of an intrusion on our great & lovely quiet. The world 

will come closer. 

 I took a siesta in the afternoon and H. then pressed me to draw from her. And I have to 

admit that just making this one drawing seems to have raised my spirits! 

 

June 28, 1947 By maneuvering 75 feet of garden hose from outlets in the E. and W. tank houses 

at the two ends of the house, I managed to give the scratch coat of cement on the walls a good 

wetting down. I liked doing this job and it will help the quality of the wall cover. The workmen 

are taking Friday, Sat. & Sunday off. One of the young fellows is getting married. 

 Helen painted in the afternoon following our sunbathing. The day is clear as a bell - a 

great blue dome of sky over all with, of course, a blazing N.M. Sun. After supper in the evening 

the Reeds drove up and sat a short while with us. He is worried about his Kansas wheat crop. 

They have had bad hailstorms. He owns and rents farmland and the less the crop, the less his 

percentage. 
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June 29, 1947 Tried to keep the scratch coat of cement plaster moistened today by turning the 

hose on it. 

 In the afternoon we went to the Art Museum to see a collection of paintings by Jean 

Charlot,932 French-born painter of stylized Mexican subjects. They seemed to me to have a 

deliberate infantile quality and a recurrent, jelly-like lack of substance in color relations. Joe 

Bakos was with us and we drove home to Sinagua and then to Bakos’s, picked up Teresa and 

brought them home for dinner with us. We had a pleasant relaxed evening with them. 

 Unpleasant throat condition still hangs on [and is] troublesome at night. If this is a cold, it 

is the longest in duration I have ever had. 

 

June 30, 1947 …The three workmen failed to come on the job today, quite characteristic of the 

native customs in such circumstances. I tried to keep the walls dampened but the motor of the 

pump failed in its duty, and I spent hours in a futile attempt to get it to perform. 

 The day was warm and dry of course. As there was a meeting of the Artists Committee at 

the museum, Helen and I drove to town, and I left her at Reed’s, where she sat for a portrait. 

 After cooling myself by sitting in the Patio of the Governors Palace (Spanish), I met 

Sylvanus Morley and Reg. Fisher and went to his, S.M.’s, office, where others soon arrived. 

Davey, Baumann, Van Soelen and Jonson. The meeting went all right. They decided on the 

exhibition procedure and accepted the small painting by [Benedetto?], although we all would 

have preferred another better example of his interesting work. Back to Reed’s, where we had 

 
932 Jean Charlot (1898-1979) French-American painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Charlot)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Charlot
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long cool drinks and a nice dinner with brandy & crème de menthe “stingers” afterward. We left 

about 11 o’clock. Helen took over the driving when we reached our road from the highway back 

to “Sinagua.” 

 

July 1, 1947 With the motor still refusing to perform, the workmen came to go on with the top 

coat on the walls. I took the boss, Romando Ortiz, in to Santa Fe and we picked up a friend of 

his, also an Ortiz, who while willing to fix the gas engine really knew little about it. So I drove 

him the 8 miles back to his home, then went looking for Will Shuster, but he was out fishing 

with Sami’s daughter, Linda. Selma said that she would tell Shus of my difficulty and if he were 

not too tired he might come out and give the motor a treatment. The men did a good day’s work 

wetting and plastering the walls without hose pressure on the water. The house looked very well 

in cement gray. They have only 1/3 to finish tomorrow. 

I made an effort about every quarter hour all afternoon to adjust the gas engine, but tired 

myself without result. 

A short rain before sunset was agreeable, dampened the Southern walls, and the sky 

performed most beautifully. 

HFS diary, Tues., July 1, 1947: …today the gasoline pump is not working to 

make water pressure! It makes me sick to listen to Sloan cranking the thing. I have tried 

to find the adjustment of the carburetor, but Shuster will be needed. The phone co. crew 

are stringing the wire today. I look forward to that convenience, & the electricity. We 

waste too much energy in being “semi-primitive,” with machines half automatic… 

Conveniences in the house cannot be measured in money or even in hours & fatigue. 
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Carpentry can be a good physical outlet for Sloan, but these machine breakdowns 

make him too nervous. 

 

July 2, 1947 Shuster came out about eleven o’clock and worked for hours over the nasty little 

gas engine. He had lunch with us. Worked again in the afternoon and I drove to town on an 

errand. Helen and Shus drove over to his homestead to look over the progress of the telephone 

installation. We had some liquid consolation for our day’s unsuccessful efforts. 

Shuster wants to try it at his home in town tomorrow, so we detached the motor, ready for 

the trip to town tomorrow. 

 

[sketch The design on the left 

  is a doodle 

  Twas made with no thought 

  Had it come from  

  A “Modernists” noddle [noodle?] 

  Twould quickly be bought] 

 

July 3, 1947 With the cranky little motor detached from the pump, we went to Santa Fe this 

A.M. Shuster coupled the gas motor to an electric motor of his, thereby saving the fatiguing hand 
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cranking in adjusting gas flow. In a few minutes it was in seemingly good shape with spark plug 

adjustments. Ere long it could be started, and it now seems all right. Dom De Vito, an old friend 

of Shuster’s, came in visiting in town. He lived here several years some years since.933 

 We drove out to Randall Davey’s and had a very nice lunch with them. Belle seemed to 

be especially nice. And a fine thing about both of them [is] they are really thinking, are very 

much in favor of Henry Wallace, as I am as well. They think as I do about Russia. Lay off the 

30-years persecution of Bolshevism. Improve our own Democracy. Cut out the greed of 

Capitalism [and] make our Democracy attractive to the world, not our wealth in the hands of a 

few. 

 We stopped in to see Ira & Anna Moskowitz in their new little house (near Davey’s). 

They seem to have a nice place without some conveniences. Back home H. and I coupled the gas 

engine & pump but it did not perform! Alas! Alack! Hell! 

 

July 4, 1947 Fussing with the car, which has developed an oil leak. I think I got that fixed. Then 

went at the problem of the gas engine, which I had working for 10 minutes. But when attached 

by the belt to the drive wheel of the pump, it just wouldn’t work. I worked a couple of hours, but 

it now will not go either alone or with the pump. 

 So we drove into town where most business places were closed for the holiday. At a 

filling station we had an attendant look over our oil filter in the car. He found a break but no 

mechanics work today. He put 4 quarts of oil in the engine and we came home disappointed. 

 
933 Dominick De Vito and Shuster were neighbors in Santa Fe, living at 550 and 580 Camino del 
Monte Sol respectively. 
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 After we had dinner, at 6.30, the Ray Boyntons came up in their “jeep” and stayed until 

about 10 o’clock. They are both steady talkers and interesting, too. 

 

July 5, 1947 Off in the Plymouth to Santa Fe where at post office I found a letter from Hartford 

Athenaeum asking for matters of historical or social interest connected with the painting they 

have just acquired, “Hairdresser’s Window.” At the filling station they were ready for me with a 

new oil filter, which they installed. The car had lost 2 qts. since yesterday’s visit. 

 We did our errands for ice and laundry and eatables. Helen called Shus and told him of 

the poor results on the motor. Selma vaguely has suggested that next week Shus will be away 

with the children and she proposes staying some days with us. The first self-invited guest I can 

remember. 

 Tried starting the gas motor by friction from the driving wheel of the car but couldn’t do 

it. 

 

July 6, 1947 A bright day with high wind and the sky full of scudding cumulus clouds and some 

fine dust in the air. I cleaned up the motor of the Plymouth, getting rid of spilled waste oil. Then 

I found a chance to pump up a tire that was slowly leaking, using a new device that is attached to 

a spark plug hole on the engine. It worked nicely. 

 After dinner Joe & Teresa stopped by on their way home, from church perhaps. 

 One reason we do not quite like Mrs. Shuster is that she believed the fabrication of 

Mariam Davis, who told several people that I owed a considerable sum of money to Ed. Davis, 
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Wyatt’s father. While [I?] had often in the Press art dept. days loaned him money, which he paid, 

I never have borrowed from him or any other of the family. Mariam had an idea that on Dolly’s 

death she would “take me over” and told this to the hairdressers on 23rd St., who told H. two 

years later. Her daughter Joan had gone about Santa Fe saying that by marrying me Helen had 

taken away my estate from the Wyatt Davises! 

 

July 7, 1947 To town this morning and met Joe B. and together we saw the manager of the 

Power & Electric Co. and had a long talk about their running light & power lines on the 

Telephone Co. poles now in place. We are to call again in a few days and get a decision. 

We left our sick motor at a place that looks properly able to cure its ills. I am glad to have 

it out of my sight. 

 Dr. Morley’s book on The Maya934 and The Old Country935 by S. Aleichem arrived for H. 

from Macy’s in N.Y.C… 

 The day has been overcast with light rains at the outskirts of our vista and one slight short 

shower over our hill “sin agua.” 

 In the afternoon H. put on a nice green dress and a little white and green hat and stated 

that she was ready to pose for me. So, rather reluctantly, I began a picture of her, and after I had 

 
934 Stanford University Press published the first edition of Sylvanus G. Morley’s classic study, 
The Ancient Maya, in 1946. The revised second edition appeared in 1947.  

935 The Old Country, a collection of short stories by the Yiddish author Sholom Aleichem (1859-
1916), was translated into English by Julius and Frances Butwin (New York, 1946). 
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got going on the tempera under-painting I enjoyed the effort. I needed a push and feel better for 

it.936 

HFS diary, Mon., July 7, 1947: Start of “Helen in Green Dress” – (cottage 

cheese) casein tempera, as the last batch of [flaxseed?] was made from correct 

formula, & has jelled so badly it will not accept water hot or cold. The drawing in pastel 

(YN pale) & first stages of tempera, very strong geometric emphasis – in face this was 

later softened – with great skill – scumblings & “touchings” of pigment. 

 

July 8, 1947 I worked again from H. on the “Green Hat” this morning [and] it looks promising. 

 We went to town shopping and had a tire changed. Went up to look at the work on the 

plastering in wire stucco on the little rear house at 314 Garcia St. 

 After dinner at home I worked a while on the “Green Hat.” Later, while we were 

enjoying a rest on our comfortable outside chairs, we were interrupted by a visit from Mrs. Roark 

Bradford, driving her car with Selma Shuster and a friend of Mrs. B.’s from New Orleans, Miss 

Purcell.937 They stayed for a couple of hours. We passed sherry [but] Sami’s “on the wagon.” 

After supper we went to bed early. 

 
936 Sloan began work this day on Helen in Green, 1947 (alternate title: Girl in Green, oil on panel, 
22 x 17 15/16 inches), which now belongs to Sordoni Art Gallery (Elzea 2: 421-22, no. 1202). 

937 Miss Purcell of New Orleans has not been further identified. 
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 People all over the country are seeing, or thinking they are seeing, flying disks passing at 

terrific speed [of] unknown nature and origin!!!938 

HFS diary, Tues., July 8, 1947: Visit from Sami Shuster with Mary Rose Bradford 

& her friend Miss Purcell from New Orleans. M. R. B. was quieter than usual . . . . Asked 

Sloan of he had been a heavy drinker. He said he had done some hard drinking but 

never more than one night at a time. …  

 

July 9, 1947 Up at 5 o’clock this morning. 

 As my sitter for the “Helen in Green with little Green Hat” was doing her weekly wash, I 

worked on some cement work on the East tank pipe exit. Also painted a little on the portrait. 

After dinner, about the time that I was settling myself for a nap, Ira M. arrived with his wife, 

child and his mother, who is visiting them - a fine elderly lady of the Orthodox Jewish, well-to-

do type, quite nice. Ira mentioned a place up the canyon near Randall Davey’s for sale - two 

houses, 2 acres. I spoke to Helen and we decided to look at it as an investment. Price asked [is] 

$2275.00. We followed Ira to town and went up the canyon to see the place. The Acequia [river] 

runs through it. The main house [has] 3 large rooms - no conveniences - the small one [has] one 

large room. We would have to have it wired for electric current. The present tenants, Mr. & Mrs. 

Rogaway (he is an artist), [have] 2 children, 1 coming, no furniture. They have a car and sold a 

small house here last winter and went to Mexico! 

 
938 In early July 1947 army aircraft (fruitlessly) searched the West Coast states for widely 
reported “flying discs.”  
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 We stopped on North side of river on way home and could not find the owner, Dan 

Gonzales. His wife said we could see him early tomorrow morning, so we drove home to 

Sinagua and made plans. We think that it could be fixed up a little with Butane gas, etc., and 

rented at low price - 25.00 - to an artist. Stopped at the Ray Boyntons’ camp on the way home. 

 

July 10, 1947 …Before going to sleep last night we came to a wise decision in re the house in 

the Canyon. We decided that the fact that a source of drinking water was not on the premises but 

had to be piped from a neighbor’s spring on the hill above was an obstacle to the plan. 

 At 10 o’clock this morning the telephone company’s man installed our phone. Helen 

walked over to Bakos’s and told them to be in this afternoon so that they would not miss him 

when he came to put them, as well, in touch with the great outside world. Joe B. rode her back, 

and when we heard the man make connection with Santa Fe we had a drink as a celebration. First 

connection with Santa Fe was made at 11.45 A.M. 

 We called up Joe Reed, Ira Moskowitz, Emma Davis and Selma Shuster and gave them 

our phone No. - 0313J3. 

 We feel glad that we got over our wild idea of buying the place in the Canyon. It would 

have led us to a lot of expense and oceans of worry. 

HFS diary, Thurs., July 10, 1947: We got excited by idea of investing the money 

from sale of “Hair Dressers’s Window,” put[ting] in gas heat, & provid[ing] a place for 

unpretentious artists to live reasonably. Fortunately, the owner was not home that 

evening, so we had time to think it over. 
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July 11, 1947 We went to town this morning… I went to the dentist and he removed what was 

left of a molar, finding one snag of its neighbor, which was pulled years ago. The process was 

painless but left me a little groggy. 

HFS diary, Fri., July 11, 1947: To dentist for Sloan, who had broken off an evil-

looking molar on some peanut brittle he bought one day when I let him go to market. It 

was good luck (he says luck looks after him) – the tooth (filled only a few weeks ago by 

this dentist) was a mass of corruption & next to it lay the roots not removed in an old 

extraction by his assistant! Packed with Penicillin, the new wonder drug, Sloan has no 

pain with his teeth, & so no warning of these events.  

 Helen mailed our entry cards for the August Exhibition [at Museum of New Mexico] and 

then we went to the machine shop and were glad to find our little motor completely cured. We 

hastened out to “Sinagua” and at once installed it, and it works perfectly!  

 I worked a while on the under-painting of “H. in Green.” 

 Helen Shuster called on our phone. 

 As we were sitting down to dinner in the evening the Boyntons drove up in their little 

canvas-covered “jeep” and we had a long evening of conversation on matters of art. 

 [Sketch Helen and JS] 
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July 12, 1947 This morning I isolated my tempera under-painting on “H. in Green with Little 

Hat” and in the afternoon she sat for me and I made a start on the color glazes. I also did some 

tinkering with a leak in a pipe joint in the W. pump room, but with no success. 

 In the afternoon, about 4 o’clock, we were visited by young Mr. Mark Harris939 and his 

wife. He is writing a novel based on the life of Vachel Lindsay and came to me to hear if I had 

known him and could furnish any data. I was sorry that while I probably was, on occasion, 

teaching as substitute for Henri in Connah’s “Chase School” on 57th St in N.Y. at the time 

Vachel L. studied there, I did not know him as far as I can now recall. We made some 

suggestions as to others he might consult. 940 

They stayed two hours and we enjoyed their conversation. They have a small salary as 

Santa Fe correspondents for the Albuquerque Journal. His health is not good and the climate here 

helps him. 

HFS diary, Sat., July 12, 1947: [Had] a call from the young newspaper writers 

Mark & [Joy?] Harris, who are doing a novel about Vachel Lindsay … sent to Sloan 

partly by Chas. Humboldt of “New Masses.” We came out frankly in our opinion of 

American Communists; their lack of historical realism in applying Russian methods 
 

939 Mark Harris (1922-2007) was the author of City of Discontent: An Interpretive Biography of 
Vachel Lindsay… (Indianapolis, Ind., 1952). 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Harris_(author))  

940 The poet (Nicholas) Vachel Lindsay (1879-1931) studied art before turning to poetry. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vachel_Lindsay) From 1900 to 1903 he took night school 
classes at the Art Institute of Chicago, and from 1904 to 1905 he studied at the New York School 
of Art with William Merritt Chase and Robert Henri. Douglas John Connah purchased the 
“Chase School” two years after William Merritt Chase founded it in 1896 and renamed it the 
New York School of Art. Chase continued to teach there. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Harris_(author))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vachel_Lindsay
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here; their destruction of projects when they lose control; the hypocrisy of many fellow-

travelers. These seemed to be earnest & naïve fellow-travelers. 

Sloan did not remember Lindsay, & was too fatigued from his tooth trouble to say 

much new – but the young couple were quiet, considerate & appreciative. 

 

July 13, 1947 “Mackerel clouds” this morning in a clear sky with few clouds made me look for 

rain - and rain in the afternoon was apparent all about us - to west & south and northeast heavy 

rainfall was in sight. We had a shower about 3.30 in P.M.  

 I worked on H. portrait in the afternoon and feel pretty good about its outcome. 

 Visitors in the late afternoon were Mr. & Mrs. [Arthur William?] Hall (the etcher), 941 

who brought with them Birger Sandzen942, the well-known painter, and his wife. He has taught 

art and aesthetics in a college in Wisconsin [?] for more than 50 years! Their daughter, a very 

beautiful and sweet girl, with her husband named Greenough, who is quite deaf even with an 

electric hearing aid, were also of our guests. They were enthusiastic over our situation here - and 

all looked at our grand view, particularly good with storm clouds all about and a clear spot, as is 

too usual, over our heads. 

 
941 The etcher Hall is probably landscape etcher and painter Arthur William Hall (1889-1981). 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Arthur_William_Hall/3434/Arthur_William_Hall.aspx)  

942 The painter, graphic artist, and educator Birger Sandzen (1871-1954) was apparently a 
longtime resident of Lindsborg, Kansas. His daughter Margaret (1909-1993/4) was also a 
painter and teacher; she was married to Charles Pelham Greenough III (1908-1983). 
(http://sandzen.org/biography/) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Margaret_Sandzen_Greenough/107171/Margaret_Sandzen_Gr
eenough.aspx) (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/48148014)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Arthur_William_Hall/3434/Arthur_William_Hall.aspx
http://sandzen.org/biography/
http://www.askart.com/artist/Margaret_Sandzen_Greenough/107171/Margaret_Sandzen_Greenough.aspx
http://www.askart.com/artist/Margaret_Sandzen_Greenough/107171/Margaret_Sandzen_Greenough.aspx
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/48148014
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 Mrs. Greenough is an artist or student [and] has studied at the A.S. League, N.Y., with 

Bridgeman943 and a couple of others. A pleasant incident with talk on art among all of us. Mrs. 

Hall also paints. 

 After supper H. and I retired early. 

 

July 14, 1947 We drove to town this morning, and while new spark plugs were being put in the 

car, I went to the dentist for a check on the gums where the large molar was extracted. In the car, 

we went out for ice & groceries and a roll of solder. When I got back home I tried to solder the 

leak in a pipe, but without much success. 

 After a nice lunch I lay down a while and then worked again on the portrait of H., which 

is now stronger at least. Helen is painting from her subway sketches made in New York and she 

is getting good pictures from them. It’s amazing her steady earnest competence with everything 

she does - cooking, washing, sewing, cleaning, and painting as well. 

 Miss Hester Jones of the Art Museum phoned and asked me to be chairman of the 

hanging committee for the August annual ex. I accepted! Blame goes to the Phone. 

 

July 15, 1947 This morning [I] attacked and conquered the iron to copper sleeve joint with 

solder. We drove to town and up the canyon to have lunch with Moskowitzes. We had trouble all 

 
943 “Bridgeman” is probably George Brandt Bridgman (1865-1943), a teacher at the Art Students League 
who was also the author of several popular art instruction books. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Bridgman)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Bridgman
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the way with the engine of the car heating without reason. At M.’s there were Alfred Morang and 

a Miss Cominsky [?]..944 

She had been staying in Taos and makes silkscreen prints. Anna Moskowitz gave us a 

wonderful dinner followed by two delicious pies. Morang asked me to come on his radio art 

program Sunday July 27. I agreed. 

 On the way home, about 4 P.M., we found that the engine trouble was serious and took 

the car to Edwards Motor Co. on Plaza, and in an hour it was fixed, hose connector to carburetor. 

Helen and I passed the time in the Plaza Cafe with bottled beer and sandwiches. 

 After we had returned (now and then the “fountain” pen seems well named) the Joe 

Reeds dropped in. He presented us with a bottle of good claret and we all joined in a couple of 

glasses. Joe R. don’t seem to enthuse over my portrait of H. in green, and I am feeling the same 

way. Hope for a turn for the better tomorrow. 

 

July 16, 1947 A sky this morning with “mackerel” clouds gave prospect of a rain and by 5 

o’clock we got a good steady downpour for about 15 minutes, sufficient to give us about 350 

gals. in the tanks. All about us, and especially to West and East, were heavy rains blotting out the 

mountains. And later the sun went down behind the Jemez Mts. surrounded by gold light - brown 

 
944 In her diary, Helen Sloan describes a “dark-skinned, black-eyed artist, [a] student of 
Robinson & Lahey,” whom she and Sloan met at the home of Ira Moskowitz (July 15, 1947). She 
is probably describing Miss Cominsky. 
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with raw blue clouds near to us. A rainbow in the east and what I call rose-bud peak in the S.F. 

canyon was topped by a sort of Knights Templar plume of white cotton cloud.945 

 Helen painted, sunbathed, did some washing, & she has started another beautiful group 

from her subway sketches. She also got my random remarks on Ira’s lithographs into shape for 

the introduction to the Dutton publication. A wonder girl! I painted again upon the new under-

painting of her portrait in green. 

 

July 17, 1947 Clouds breaking into scattered “mackerel” clouds and gradually forming large 

cumulus packs, which in the late afternoon brought rain to the north & northeast and south of us. 

But none at “Sinagua,” as is proper. We drove to town in the morning and while H. stopped I 

drove out for ice and stopped for laundry. 

 After lunch I lay down and dozed for 1 hour and 20 m. Then painted from H. in green 

dress, 22 x 18. I am trying to get linear & surface texture without losing the likeness, such as it 

is! 

 

July 18, 1947 Helen and I, with mops & water and a ladder, cleaned the splashes of plaster left 

on the windows by the recent plastering job. The improvement was great. The day was as much a 

rainy day as is possible in the “land of sunshine.” In the afternoon very heavy rains were on the 

western Jemez Mts., and northeast and north also showed heavy rains. Finally, we began to get a 

 
945 The Knights Templar, a Masonic order that grew out of the Crusades, was founded in 
Jerusalem in the early twelfth century. Their ritual garb was medieval in character; why Sloan 
refers specifically to a “Knights Templar plume,” however, is unclear. 



602 
 

steady rain for an hour or two. The dry farms near us will be pleased by the steady and not 

torrential fall, which gave us some 200 gallons in our two tanks. 

 I painted on H. portrait and think it nearly satisfactory, except as to likeness, which 

eludes me. 

 We saw a car such as Mr. [Lafayette] Hughes uses go out to Bakos’s hill this afternoon 

and suppose Joe & Teresa are now home from their weeks trip to Colorado. 

 Miss Jones of the museum is sending 4 etchings of mine to a little gallery in 

Albuquerque. 

-------------------------------------- 

 Four years since my operation in 1943. I still have a small, unhealed spot on my left leg. 

  

July 19, 1947 After tinkering around the place in the morning, I painted from Helen for 2 or 3 

hours and think it is nearly as far along as I can take it. Helen painted on a new subway subject 

from sketches she made in New York preparatory to coming out here. She wanted to be a little 

less dependent for subject on hills & skies and piñon trees. We took a walk to the east this 

afternoon, stopping at the Boyntons’ camp, but they were out. 

 Our chipmunks and squirrels give us lots of amusement at mealtime. We have put the 

feeding shelf right outside the portale window at our dining table. 
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July 20, 1947 Working on the portrait of H. a short time during the day. Sunbathing a while. 

Stormy-looking in the northeast in the afternoon, but the clouds above us were quite unwilling to 

give up any rain. 

 In the evening we went to Tesuque to Helene Ruthling’s. Met her nice old man of the 

soil, Mr. Maurer [her father]. The crowd of people began to arrive at 7 o’clock, and there must 

have been 40 or more. Many of them I had met before. Mrs. Roark Bradford was there, talking 

too much. She’s very friendly but is a sort of show off, I fear. After a plentiful buffet supper and 

beer, it became time for me to make good my promise to Helene R. and do my time-honored, or 

worse, stunts of the soup with a hair in it and the “Telephone Story.” Aided by a snort of rum 

proffered by Bill McNulty, husband of Agnes Tait, I took the little platform and succeeded quite 

well. I had thought it was to be a children’s party and felt a little put out at finding I was to 

entertain a crowd of people, few of whom I care anything for. 

 Helen drove the car home quite perfectly. 

HFS diary, Sun., July 20, 1947: A stupid party at Helene Ruthling’s – Sloan 

expected to entertain, & he does with 3 acts. It spoils days for him in advance & he feels 

a bit off the next two days. Won’t let it happen again. 

 

July 21, 1947 This morning I removed the filter section from our water supply and took it to a 

plumbing shop in town and started to search for granulated charcoal to refill it. Unsuccessful 

search. 
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 Joe Bakos, Shuster and I kept an appointment with Mr. Bates of the light & power co. 

and talked over the possibilities of our getting electricity out to the hills. We left with hope that 

the Company will oblige. Back to “Sinagua” and lunch after which I called “long distance” the 

Denver Fire Clay Co. And after great trouble with poor audibility on the phone, I hope that they 

got my order for about a cubic foot of the granulated charcoal. I complained to the Phone Co. 

about the fact that our phone don’t work both ways. I hear all right at this end but as was proved 

again later talking to Ira M., voices at this end are much thinned in transit. 

HFS diary, (?) Mon., July 21, 1947: J.S. hated the idea of losing “primitive” 

isolation at Sinagua. Phone and Power he knew were wise & would make us more 

independent. But he always hankered after a winter “snowed in,” roughing it. 

 An uncle of Lois Hogue (Shaw) who studied with me 20 years ago – [she] now lives in 

Sweetwater, Texas, has 4 children and keeps up with her painting. Her uncle - Mr. Harwell or 

some such name - is much interested in her work. He says she remembers that I painted a portrait 

of her. I forget it if I did!946 

HFS diary, Mon., July 21, 1947: A visit from Mr. Harwell, uncle of Lois Hogue 

who studied with Sloan around 1925-26. Had also been with Henri. [She is] now 

married, mother of four, living in a small oil town in Texas. She neglects her household 

to paint. … He brought message that she would like to own the portrait Sloan did of her. 

(We do not believe it was kept.) Lives on meager salary & 2 children go to college next 

year. Brave woman to live thus in a small town. … 

 
946 Sloan’s former student Lois Hogue (1897-2001) married Elmer E. Shaw. She painted murals 
in Sweetwater and taught in local colleges. Her uncle has not been further identified. 
(https://www.invaluable.com/artist/shaw-lois-hogue-ur7dozse42)  

https://www.invaluable.com/artist/shaw-lois-hogue-ur7dozse42
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July 22, 1947 Took a sunbath in the morning. On account of the filter section of our water 

supply being at a plumbing shop in town, we draw our water from the pressure tank by a hose 

through the kitchen window. 

 In the afternoon the sky became overcast with showers to the southwest. But no rain 

reached our hills, “sin agua”! Helen called Shuster and I talked to him. He thinks there is some 

defect in our phone installation. 

 The portrait [Helen in Green] seems finished and ready to take it to the Art Museum 

tomorrow.947 

 In spite of the water situation Helen did a washing and ironing. 

 Helen’s mother and Dr. C.E. Farr, her father, are vacationing on Long Island. Her mother 

writes that she is doing some drawing. 

 

July 23, 1947 We had intended to go to town today, but in the afternoon H. called my attention 

to the bad condition of the old Coleman 3-burner Gasoline stove. It has worked during the 

summers out here for at least twenty-three years. I got at the job of finding what was wrong, but 

after a difficult four or five hours of attempts to solve the trouble, with H. helping most of the 

time, we had our dinner and gave up the problem for today. 

 Fatigued beyond description and defeated to boot! Alas! Alack! 
 

947 Helen in Green was included in the “Santa Fe Fiesta Exhibition” held at the Museum of New 
Mexico, Santa Fe, in August 1947 (Elzea 1202). 
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July 24, 1947 To town this morning to shop and get ice, also a small asbestos wick for the 

gasoline stove - and when we got home I worked for some time on the stubborn stove - but the 

day ended in failure. 

 Toward evening a man from the phone co. came in answer to my request and tried two 

new instruments on our wires, but without succeeding in getting any improvement. I gave the 

portrait of H. some glazes today, which I believe improved it greatly. A neutral purple “Ponsol” 

made by Shiva has a very subtle effect.948 

HFS diary, Thurs., July 24, 1947: Sloan worked on portrait, doing important 

things with glazes of Shiva’s “Ponsol Purple Tertiary” – cut the yellowness of the flesh, 

strengthened the larger forms & generally tied the picture together more. Also, at my 

suggestion, toned the frame more simply, as it was bringing out “dapples” in the 

painting. 

 

July 25, 1947 To town, met Joe B. and W. Shuster and went to see Mr. Bates of Power Co. He 

tells us that they will install power & light line at a cost of over $900. My share [is] 45%, $438 - 

Shuster’s, 33% - Joe Bakos’s, 22%. We are to get a 50% rebate on our bills over the minimum 

charge - $1.25 a month for 5 years. This makes it a bit more expensive for me as we are only 

here 5 months a year. 

 
948 The Ponsol colors were a line of transparent oil paints manufactured by the Ramon Shiva 
Company. 
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 We stopped in for a visit with the Joe Reeds. He has a new trailer, [a] portable house to 

tag onto his automobile for camping or fishing or touring trips. To lunch at Emma Davis’s where 

we met her mother, [a] simple German-Amer. woman from Virginia. [Then] back home where 

we found that a general rain over Santa Fe had failed to touch our “Sin Agua,” as usual. 

 Worked for an hour on the gasoline stove [and] failed again. 

 We ordered an electric stove today. 

 Joe & Teresa B. called in the evening and we talked mostly of our plans for electric 

lighting in the near future. 

 

July 26, 1947 In town this morning we mailed the defective part of the gasoline stove to the 

Coleman Co. in Wichita, got our piece of ice, [and] went to Prokosch Electric Co. [and] asked 

them to send a man out Monday for J. Bakos and ourselves. Looked at prices for electric fittings 

at Mont. Ward. 

 After lunch at home, wrote a letter to James O’Brien, City Hall, N.Y.C., pointing out 

necessity of N.Y.C. having gallery facilities for the Indep. Exhibition and also a large building, 

perhaps on Bryant Park site, for exhibition from all over America and the world. This was a 

suggestion of Madeline Neely’s, a friend of ours and his. Sent data on “Hairdresser’s Window” 

to Hartford - Wadsworth Athenaeum. They have just bought it through Kraushaar. 

 In the evening we went to Margery and Raphael Alfau’s house in town, where a 

wonderful supper of a Spanish dish called “Paella” was served to about 12 people. Cooked by a 



608 
 

Spanish professor [named] Lopez. Others present – Mr. [F.?] Hamlin Fincke [and] his wife949 - 

Prof. Ortega950 - two musicians, Babin951 and wife Vronski - Witter Bynner - Mrs. Padover,952 

refugee wife of a writer for PM - Mrs. John Meem.953 We had a nice evening and all ate heartily 

of the Spanish dish, which took 5 hours to cook and had 20 ingredients. 

 

July 27, 1947 We took sunbaths followed by warm showers from a hose heated by the sun on 

the pump house roof. Joe & Teresa drove by in early afternoon. [They were] going to meet John 

Thompson’s widow [who is] flying in from Denver to spend a week or two with them. H. invited 

them to come here for dinner. 

 I took a two-hour nap in the afternoon in preparation for my ordeal on the Art program on 

the Radio here this evening. 

 The Bakoses and Mrs. Thompson came to dinner and later Joe and I drove to town [and] 

picked up Alfred Morang, the art impresario, at his house. Went to Radio station KVSF and at 10 

 
949 Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hamlin Fincke were prominent in Santa Fe “society.”  

950 Professor Lopez has not been further identified.  

Joaquin Ortega (1892-1955) professor at the University of New Mexico, leader of the Latin American and 
Iberian Institute (https://laii.unm.edu/about/) 
(http://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3510&context=nmq)  

951 Victor Babin (1908-1973) and his wife Vitya Vronsky (1909-1992) were Russian-born 
pianists. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vronsky_%26_Babin)  

952 Mrs. Padover was the wife of the academic historian, social scientist, and journalist Saul K. 
Padover (1905-1981). Sloan indicates in a later entry that she was the daughter of an aristocratic 
Russian family (August 16, 194 7). (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saul_K._Padover)  

953 “Mrs. John Meem” is probably the wife of the prominent Santa Fe architect John Gaw Meem 
(1894-1983). (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Gaw_Meem)  

https://laii.unm.edu/about/
http://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3510&context=nmq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vronsky_%26_Babin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saul_K._Padover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Gaw_Meem
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o’clock we were on the air. Morang had a series of leading questions, which I took up as best I 

could. He is much concerned as to the battle, which he thinks is on, between the modern 

movements and realism or representation. I think the modern experiments are healthy but that 

they must be absorbed into an art more human. 

 At home, where the ladies listened on the radio, my talk was voted a success. Morang at 

the end gave an exaggerated burst of praise to the local modernist big frog R. Jonson, which 

sounded like a commercial, and I strongly antagonized his statement afterward. 

HFS diary, Sun., July 27, 1947: Tonight Sloan on radio here with A. Morang. 

After Sloan’ s earnest talk, Morang had the consummate effrontery to give another 

eulogy of Raymond Jonson. He is almost insane in his praise of this “modern nonentity.” 

Sloan was furious. And oddly, Morang is a far better artist than Jonson – but Jonson 

has the power in N.M. educational art politics. 

 

July 28, 1947 Four years today since my last operation. Left leg souvenir [is] still being dressed. 

 After a fine sunbath in the morning we waited for Joe B. to fetch the County and City 

Inspector of Electric Installation, Mel Hagman, from town to his place and thence to ours. It was 

12 noon when they arrived. Hagman approved of the wiring in the house [and] made suggestions 

as to the rear kitchen and entrance for the wires of the Power Co. After lunch H. and I went to 

town [and at] Prokosch Electric Co. selected some lights and fixtures. 

 We went to dinner at the Bakoses’ homestead on the next hill to the west, a very good 

dinner and Teresa so gracious. Mrs. Thompson is an entertaining and sprightly girl and is full of 
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memories of her artist husband. She seems young to be the mother of two grown men. Her sons, 

back from the war, are married and each has a child. We stayed until nearly one A.M. then back 

we came to “Sinagua.” 

HFS diary, (?) Mon., July 28-Wed., July 30, 1947: Days this week spent at the 

beck and call of utilities. Finally, Jim Flynn at Power Co. got me an electric range – 

expensive, but a good hand, which will always be repairable. I must think about this 

investment as tho’ buying a picture & forgetting the price. … Our life together must be 

so short that I would be foolish indeed not to accept opportunities to save time. … If I 

can get a refrigerator, this will save Sloan much time – we go to town every other day 

for ice now. 

 

July 29, 1947 A great surprise this morning at 8.30 - a truck with men & materials for our 

electric power lines rolled up and they began putting up the lines that will tie us to civilization 

[and] give us light and power. I have a sense of excitement with just a trace of regret for our 

“frontier life” with no modern facilities. But, as Helen says, we will still have water troubles. 

 Slept nearly 2 hours in the afternoon. Prokosch’s electrician came in to look over the 

work to be done here and said that they were not yet finished at Bakos’s. After our supper, Mr. 

Anderson of the Power & Light Co. came to look over the work done by the linemen today. He 

thinks our lines will be ready for connection Thursday. 

 Our phone is out of order this afternoon, perhaps due to the power linemen’s work. At 

eight o’clock this evening the phone is still dead. 
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July 30, 1947 The electricians did not come today as promised. 

 We drove to town and got our ice and groceries. We were also pleased to find that our 

bag of charcoal for the filter was in the depot of the Santa Fe Trails Transport. Co. I went for it 

and bought tarpaper for the repair on our kitchen drain pool, which has caved in. Joe Bakos 

helped with some good fir planks and his labor. And he and I put a new top to the underground 

pool covered with two layers of roofing paper. 

 

July 31, 1947 The electricians came and got to work, so that Helen had to stay home while I 

went to town to serve on the hanging comm. of the Annual Ex. at the Art Museum. 

 Things went very smoothly following my plan to use no discrimination in the hanging - 

“Bad” and “good” mixed. And the result, I think, [is] very good and entertaining in its effect. 

Cady Wells954 was particularly helpful. The jury was treated to lunch at the La Fonda in the 

patio. A leisurely lunch, and we returned to the museum and had all finished by 2.30 P.M. 

“Happy” Rodriguez, the handyman of the museum, said that in the 20 years of his service he had 

not seen an ex. where the best places did not go to the “Best” artists and where the bad pictures 

were not all hung together. A real compliment! 

When I got home I found the electricians had made great progress. The power co. has put 

up the “transformer” [and] connected the meter, and when the special wiring for the coming 

 
954 A native of Massachusetts, the painter Cady Wells (1904-1954) resided in Santa Fe from 1935. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cady_Wells)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cady_Wells
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electric stove is finished, the job is done. 2 49-inch fluorescent lamps near the studio window. In 

the evening Helen and I enjoyed lighting up the whole house. 

 

August 1, 1947 This afternoon came the opening tea at the Art Museum. Miss E. White 

presided, and the crowd in the galleries seemed to be looking at pictures, and many spoke of the 

hanging as excellent. I myself thought it very successful, with a shuffled mixture of bad & good 

(from any point of view or prejudice). 

 The filter was filled by the plumbing shop, but we found that it soon clogged up so took it 

back after testing it. 

 In the evening we were invited to dinner at the “Pink Adobe” restaurant in the Sena 

Plaza. 955 The cook is a painter named Pierre [Menanger?]. The Boyntons were our hosts. The 

dinner was of a second rate Greenwich Village character. Bakoses and Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. 

Hoskins were the other guests. We came home afterward and Bakos and Mrs. Thompson stopped 

in at Sinagua for a while. 

 The failure of the filter to “filt” is a great disappointment. But the electric light is a great 

success. 

HFS diary, (?) Wed., July 30, 1947: I am glad that some sort of sentiment has 

worked on the Power Co. to rush our line thro’ for [Sloan’s] 76th birthday. I started 

 
955 Sena Plaza was once the courtyard of the residence of Doña Isabel and Don José Sena. The 
plaza and the adjacent hacienda (125 East Palace Avenue) are now owned by the art dealer 
Gerald Peters. The Pink Adobe was located at 113½ East Palace Ave. It opened in June of 1946. 
Neither Pierre Menanger nor Mrs. Hoskins has been further identified.  
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grapevine pressure for this via Teresa [Bakos], & it worked. We might have waited 

another two months, with anxiety & annoyance. 

 

August 2, 1947 76 Birthday. 

 We went to town where H. found an electric iron had arrived from Mont. Ward, also an 

electric power hand tool as a present for me. We found the plumbers had refilled the filter pipe 

alternately with gravel and charcoal. (But coming home & testing it in place, we found that it did 

not work!) We picked up at 314 Garcia St. some electric appliances for which we now have use. 

We tried the filter pipe with no gravel, but still no use. Later Joe B. came over and he had a try at 

it. No success. 

 A little birthday supper with electric illumination in the evening. Those present [were] 

Will & “Sami” Shuster - Joe & Ann Reed and her mother, Mrs. Lupfer - Ira Moskowitz - Joe & 

Teresa Bakos and Mrs. John Thompson - Ramon and Lee Anna Shiva. We had plenty of nice 

cocktails first and followed with a good supper - cold ham, two vegetables and a salad, coffee 

and 2 cakes made by Helen. The friends brought gifts. A nice shirt and an electric soldering iron 

from Shuster. Tobacco from Joe & Teresa with the clever legend “Spirit of 76” - I like the idea a 

lot. Candy & sherry from Reeds, a nice pen drawing from Ira, a set of matchbooks from Mrs. T., 

and a half dozen tubes of paint from Shivas. We had a nice evening. 
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August 3, 1947 Today, after another try with very little coarse charcoal alone and another 

failure, Helen and I put the piping on without any filter material. And we have our water 

available again, but “au naturel.” Helen is doing a wash. 

 I did some raking on the north side of the house, removing car tracks made on the gravel 

by the Power Co. trucks. 

 Helen is quite tired, for her, but we feel that our small party was a success. 

 I really feel that I must get to some painting very soon, starting a new year with the 

proper “Spirit of 76.” 

 Our broad sky is filled with beautiful cumulus clouds and there are rains to the 

Southwest, west and northeast toward five o’clock. We have hope for rain on our arid “Sinagua.” 

There is a general drought, but fortunately we have nearly four thousand gals. in our tanks. 

 

August 4, 1947 The electricians brought our new electric kitchen stove but left to go over to 

finish up Joe Bakos’s work. And they did not come back to us. 

 The day was one of beautiful heavy clouds covering the whole sky until about 4 o’clock. 

At that time, the chief massing was in the southwest, and a heavy rain developed in the direction 

of San Ildefonso pueblo, where the annual corn dance for rain is in progress. After raining for an 

hour there, the rain came north and east and we had a fifteen-minute shower. 

 We went to town and got a kitchen cabinet from Mont. Ward Co. Fastened it to the back 

of the car and brought it home, forgetting its enameled top. By phone Mrs. Reed told us she was 
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coming out and agreed to pick up the cabinet top at Wards. She brought her mother and little 

Patricia. 

 Joe Bakos’s place was lit up tonight with his newly installed lights. 

 

August 5, 1947 In the afternoon the electricians finished putting in the electric stove and left 

with very little to finish. After phoning us, Mr. & Mrs. Mark Harris called, accompanied by two 

young couples, all artists - Mr. & Mrs. [William?] Longley956 with a beautiful 7- months-old 

baby girl and a Mr. & Mrs. [Joseph?] Goto.957 He is a Hawaiian and he has studied in Paris. I 

think that these young artists did not get any thrills out of… my own paintings as are on the walls 

here. 

 Longley seems to me to be a person of promise. He looks somewhat like Joe Pollet 20 

years ago. 

 Helen enjoys cooking on the new stove and the electric iron is a great joy to her. I hope 

that she will find more time for painting. 

 

August 6, 1947 The mackerel sky this morning gives us hope of rain, and rain it surely did, but 

not over “Sinagua” hill. Heavy rains toward the South, and Santa Fe got a good downpour. Los 

Alamos to the west was thoroughly wet down. 
 

956 Bill Longley was a sculptor in Santa Fe. Mrs. Longley is probably the painter and lithographer 
Bernique Longley.  

957 The sculptor Joseph Goto (1916-1994) was from Hilo, Hawaii. Mrs. Goto has not been further 
identified. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Goto)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Goto
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 I did some little carpenter jobs and H. made a fine dish for lunch on the electric. She is 

clever enough to make full use of the heat burners, even after they are turned off. 

 In the afternoon, by phone arrangement, we had a visit from W. Musick,958 [with] wife 

and two young girls. He worked as assistant to Diego Rivera in Mexico and knows the fresco 

technique. Teaches art in Chicago High School, a tough job. He brought some of his watercolors, 

which I enjoyed, and [I] made some suggestions to him. They stay in S.F. until September and 

are thinking of buying a place. Now living 4 in one room, the only thing they could find.  

The town is fearfully crowded and the old streets, where 28 years ago one saw burros burdened 

with firewood and some ranch wagons with canvas covers, are now jammed with automobiles. 

 No electricians came today. 

 

August 7, 1947 After a sunbath and breakfast watching the pretty antics of the chipmunks 

outside our window by the dining table, I got to work finishing covers for the two 50 gal. steel 

barrels in which we collect rainwater from the garage roof. We are going to try to make this 

usable, clear water for H. to use in rinsing clothes. 

 Helen went to town, Joe B. driving. Teresa, Harriet Thompson and H. to have lunch in 

town at Harriet’s invitation. She left a nice lunch for me. After eating I took a nap, then swept the 

garage roof and adjusted the rainspouts to the barrels. Helen returned at about 3 o’clock and had 

 
958 The painter and illustrator W.E. Musick (1896-?) taught art at Fenger High School in 
Chicago. 
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stopped and got ice, and two gals. of aluminum paint from Mont. Ward, ordered by phone a 

couple of days ago. 

 Miss Agnes Sims brought out from our storeroom in town the electric washing machine, 

which will once more lead a useful life here, as for years at 314 Garcia St. Helen painted the 

garage roof with the aluminum paint before she made our supper. I watched her and also painted 

the interiors of the barrels. We are now ready for rain! 

 

August 8, 1947 In the morning many “mackerel” groupings of clouds seemed to promise rain, 

and in the afternoon heavy rains were all about us. Finally, we got our share - about 45 or more 

gallons. Our new aluminum-painted garage roof gave 50 gals. of quite clear water - much better 

than our tanks in color. We drove to town in morning [and] got our ice. (We hope to get an 

electric refrigerator soon.) H. did her marketing. 

 Watched the sky in the afternoon until our hopes for rain were realized. 

 Helen used the washing machine on all the curtains in the afternoon and liked the 

machine-washing, a new thing for her. 

At our supper in the evening Joe B. came over and asked us to come to his place for a 

little celebration of rainfall. We went with him and had a pleasant evening. Mrs. John Thompson 

is leaving for her home in Denver in the morning. She goes by plane from the airport, saving 

many hours required for other transportation… 
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August 9, 1947 Did some work on the various water barriers I have made to keep the road past 

the house from washing out. 

 At one o’clock Don Shuster and his Helen, baby Don, a nurse friend of Mrs. Don S. and 

her husband - with Helen S.’s mother from Montana and a small son, also Helen Shuster the 

elder (W. Shuster’s divorced wife) - arrived to lunch with us. Helen [Sloan], with the aid of her 

new electric stove, produced a fine meal served buffet style. Our guests stayed until about 3 

o’clock or later. 

 Next, we dressed and drove to town to attend an affair at A. Elizabeth White’s - a large 

gathering of people, most of them strangers to me. Oliver La Farge there, Gustave Baumann, 

Haniel Long, 959 and an Englishwoman, Mrs. Hubbard,960 guest of honor - poorly dressed, Helen 

noted, showing the hard times in that country very clearly. 

 We left in less than an hour and went home with Raphael Alfau & Margery. There we 

had a nice highball and enjoyed conversation, a nice relief from the futility of the large party at 

Miss White’s. Helen drove most of the way home, where we snapped on some lights, and H. 

made soup & sandwiches, toasted! 

 

 
959 The writer Haniel Long (1888-1956) settled in Santa Fe in 1929. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haniel_Long)  

960 [for Englishwoman Mrs. Hubbard, guest of honor, check Santa Fe New Mexican] 

Cannot find reference in Santa Fe New Mexican archives from August 1947. However, the August 10, 
1947 issue is not in the archive. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haniel_Long
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August 10, 1947 After an hour in the sun, Helen, who had finished ironing curtains, issued an 

order for me to get to work. She posed and I started another picture of her in a pink dress with a 

nearly profile view. I worked about 5 hours on the tempera under-painting and it looks 

promising. 961 

 At 5.30 o’clock we drove to Santa Fe, having a few minutes of gas trouble with the car. 

We were invited to a party at Christine Hughes’s. It was a nice group of people and not too 

many. Ruth Barker Alexander was there. Christine’s daughter-in-law Dorothy Hughes with 3 

nice children - she is visiting from Hollywood where she is a success as writer [of] “Mystery 

Stories.” H. Witter Bynner… Bill Barker the lawyer,962 Colonel [Grove] Cullum and Ruth 

Davey’s sister “Tiny,”963 Will Shuster, [and] Alfaus.  

 Refreshments of drink & food were very good. The most prominent, if not most 

important, guest [was] “General” Pat Hurley, a very attractive army man. His pretty wife has 

often told me I should meet him and like him, but of course I have no great esteem of his 

political history. 

 We drove home at 8.30, the car behaving all right. 

 

 
961 Sloan began work this day on Helen at the Easel, 1947, 1950 (oil on panel, 23 15/16 x 20 
inches), which is part of the Delaware Art Museum collection (Elzea 1203). (2006-62) 

962 William J. Barker was a Santa Fe lawyer, a partner in the firm of Barker & McGinnis, who 
served as a U.S. district attorney in the 1930s. 

963 Ruth Barker Alexander, Colonel Cullum, and Ruth Davey’s sister “Tiny” have not been further 
identified. 
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August 11, 1947 No chance to paint today. We went to town in the morning. At the express 

office we picked up some frames from the Louvre Frame Co. After getting ice and some 

groceries we came home and H. made lunch. A phone call from Reg. Fisher informed me of a 

meeting of the Art Comm. at the Museum, so any hopes for painting this afternoon vanished. 

Will Shuster dropped in on his way home from Don’s place, where he had worked on the 

cisterns. When he left we drove to town again and I went to the meeting. I was pleased that we 

decided with Dr. Morley at the meeting to try a month of keeping the Art Galleries open during 

the noon hour so that the people working in the business district might come in the Museum, if 

they so desired. We decided against accepting a gift of a portrait composition by W. Conrow964 

painted some years ago of Miss Eugenie Shonnard, who is our best sculptor in Santa Fe. We 

agreed to a Retrospective ex. of the work of Blumenschein for next spring.965 

 We then, Helen and I, went to Joe Reed and delivered him a frame from the Louvre Co. 

Drove the Longleys home and saw some of their paintings. Young painters and doing work that 

is strong and perhaps promising progress. Home to a good dinner. Rains round about [but] none 

here. 

 

 
964 The portrait painter Wilford S. Conrow (1880-1957) was active in New York. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilford_Conrow)  

965 The painter and illustrator Ernest L. Blumenschein (1874-1960) was best known for his 
Native American subjects; he was one of the leading members of the Taos art colony. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_L._Blumenschein)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilford_Conrow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_L._Blumenschein
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August 12, 1947 An overcast sky with clouds and sunshine and rains in various quarters. Helen 

posed and I worked again on the portrait in a pink dress [with] short sleeves. Much hard travail, 

but moving on. 

 During the afternoon we had a visit! None other than two well-dressed gentlemen with 

“credentials” from the FBI., Federal Bureau of Investigation! My first chance to talk to the 

Government in person. They were looking into the character of Don Shuster. He is employed on 

the “Project” of the atomic fission at the branch located in Sandia, near Albuquerque. Of course, 

I had nothing but praise for his character and patriotism and good conduct from babyhood, when 

I first met him, to today. His father, Will, was also inquired into. But I confessed to being a 

Radical myself and said that [I hoped] my commendation of Shuster would not be regarded as 

derogatory to him. They thanked me and said they had enjoyed our meeting. All confidential, of 

course. 

 

August 13, 1947 An exciting morning. I was making a small batch of casein emulsion and had 

what I thought a bright idea. I took one of the small tools from my hand power set and fastened a 

looped piece of thin copper wire to it with the purpose of making a revolving beater for the 

mixture. As I touched the revolving tool to the surface, it shot a piece of wire, which cut my arm 

above the elbow, a scratch-like cut that started to bleed and swell up instantly. The bleeding 

stopped very soon. We got into the car and went to Dr. Travers, who asked me to have X-rays 

taken. I did so, but no trace of the bit of wire was evident. So, after a very bad lunch at the “Pink 

Adobe,” we drove home greatly relieved. If the bit of wire had hit my eye, the story would be 

more serious… 
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August 14, 1947 Worked on Helen’s portrait today. She sat for me a couple of hours and, for her 

part, did a good-sized wash and ironing also. 

 In the afternoon Will Shuster rode out to Don’s place to look at the cisterns, which he is 

draining. He had with him Mrs. Wiswall and her tall daughter “Babs.” They stopped in to see us 

on the way back to town, and Mrs. W. was enthusiastic over our house. She had never been out 

this way before.966 

 In the evening, after 9 o’clock, Joe and Teresa stopped in to see us for a short while on 

their way back to their house. 

 Helen has 3 very good subway subject paintings under way - very, very promising. 

 The impact of the flying wire yesterday striking a vein has caused a great congested area, 

a bruise 4 or 5 inches each side of the elbow! 

 

August 15, 1947 In Santa Fe, in the afternoon, the dentist X-rayed my entire upper & lower 

jaws. He will let me know the results on Monday. I did not paint today. We picked up the rest of 

the Louvre frames at the Express office. 

 The afternoon brought many heavy rains in our distant scenery and at about sunset we 

had a pretty good shower over “Sinagua.” We had emptied and cleaned the two rain barrels, and 

the water caught from the garage roof looks quite clear. Joe & Ann and little Patty Reed came in 
 

966 Mrs. Wilbur Wiswall was apparently a friend of Will Shuster’s; her daughter “Babs” (Barbara) 
was twenty-one years of age at this time.  
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before our supper, and he collected the frames he had ordered from the Louvre Frame Co. 

shipment. The rain in light showers continued through the night. 

 The book on American Drawings collected by Slatkin and Regina Shoolman arrived 

today. Two of my drawings are reproduced and they find occasion to refer to J.S. a good many 

times in the text.967 

 

August 16, 1947 I feel a little “under par” this morning. Had a short sunbath but did no work. 

Helen also has a letdown feeling today. 

 I now have the gasoline stove in working shape. An old type of generator tube sent by the 

Coleman Co. with a little filing and adjustment seems to work perfectly. We now have an 

electric stove, a coal & wood stove, a 3-burner gasoline stove and a small Army gasoline stove, 

so I guess we are ready for emergencies. 

 In the late afternoon Don Shuster and three small boy assistants who had been working 

on the cisterns at his place today came in for a few minutes. He goes back to Sandia this evening. 

 We went to town at 7.30 P.M. and to the house of Mrs. Saul K. Padover, & Mr. & Mrs. 

Rafael Alfau and Mr. & Mrs. Hurst968 [were also there]. He [Hurst] is music director for 

 
967 Sloan’s drawings McSorley’s Cats, n.d. (black crayon on white paper, 17 1/8 x 21 1/8 inches), 
from the Fogg Museum of Art, Harvard University, and State Police in Philadelphia, n.d. 
(crayon, 21 x 30 inches), from the collection of the artist, are reproduced in Shoolman and 
Slatkin’s Treasury of American Drawings.  

968 Mr. and Mrs. Hurst have not been further identified. 
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Columbia Broadcast Co. They have a house 7 m. south on the San Sebastian Ranch of Fremont 

Ellis, artist.969 

Mrs. Padover had a real Russian “borsch,” the first I had tasted - very good - with boiled 

beef, potatoes, etc., and fruit. Conversation was general & lively. Mrs. P., born of aristocrat 

Russian family, is sincerely in favor of the S.S.R. Her grandfather [was a] friend of Leo Tolstoi 

[and] shared his ideals. Plenty of art talk and world politics. 

A heavy rain, the second this evening - Santa Fe had plenty, but as Helen drove us home 

we found that little had fallen on Sinagua. What’s in a name? 

 

August 17, 1947 A day that is without incident. I did nothing quite steadily all day. H. painted 

on her small pictures. The weather sunny most of the day with scattered showers of which we got 

none. 

 

August 18, 1947 In town this morning and went to the dentist, who, after a delay of an hour, had 

the X-rays of my teeth and said that he would send them to Dr. Travers to examine and check on. 

Helen meanwhile went to the S.F. clinic and had an X-ray of a little tumor on her chest and got a 

report that it was quiet & harmless. We met “Sami” Shuster at the Post Office. She seems well. 

 
969 The painter Fremont Ellis (1897-1985) resided in Santa Fe from around 1920. 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Fremont_F_Ellis/1012/Fremont_F_Ellis.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Fremont_F_Ellis/1012/Fremont_F_Ellis.aspx
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 Back home to lunch and later in the afternoon H. posed again and I worked 2 hours and 

made some progress on the picture of her in pink (dark) dress looking at a canvas on an easel. 

She is painting on 3 small subway people panels and they are going well, very well. 

 After dinner we lighted our big fluorescent lights in the studio and painted for an hour or 

more. Found the light very good. 

 Showers in the afternoon for us to look at in the distance [but] none here! 

 

August 19, 1947 Painted from Helen today and hope springs as usual. 

 In the afternoon Ira Moskowitz came out with Anna and little Diana, and introducing 

Manuel Berg, picture dealer of Taos. Berg asked me for some paintings on consignment, and as 

H. and I felt that he was a good specimen and might perhaps make some sales, we let him have 4 

paintings from the wall here. We also said that in the fall, when we return to N.Y.C., we would 

arrange to send him some others. He particularly wants some Indian subjects. Looking back over 

the 19 summers I have lived out here, there are not many pictures with the Indians as subject 

matter.970 

 Joe B. dropped in for a few minutes while Ira was here. Also a new neighbor who says 

that he has bought part of Dave Steele’s land to the SW of us stopped to inquire about our way of 

getting the telephone and electric service. 

 

 
970 Manuel Berg was the owner of the Blue Door Gallery on Kit Carson Road in Taos. 
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August 20, 1947 Heavy recurrent showers during the night left us several hundred gallons of 

water in our two tanks and clear water in the drums with water from the aluminum-coated garage 

roof. 

 I painted from H. in the morning and think the portrait “Helen at Her Easel” is going well 

so far. 

 

August 21, 1947 After a morning with rain off in the distance and in various quarters, the 

afternoon brought us a real heavy downpour. And we hardly need it, as our tanks are 4/5 full 

[with] about 5000 gallons on hand. 

 I painted on H. portrait. She looks at a canvas on her easel. And now I think I am nearly 

through with it and it is rather satisfactory. H. also painted on a barroom group - men seated, as 

is the degenerate custom in these days. We went a couple of times to the Plaza Cafe in Santa Fe 

and she, as usual, made sketch notes. 

 

August 22, 1947 Worked in tempera on a small panel - a nude from my sketchbook. I don’t 

know what I’ll put around it. A day of clouds and sunshine with no rain until nearly 8 in the 

evening.971 

 In the early afternoon Joe Bakos with Mrs. W. Bomar of Fort Worth, in his car, rode 

around the house but did not stop. (Helen had phoned the La Fonda and asked for her [but] she 

 
971 Sloan began work this day on An Art is Born, 1947 (oil on panel, 16 x 20 inches), which is part 
of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1204). He refers to it subsequently as “the three nudes panel.” 
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was out.) Later in the afternoon Joe’s car drove by toward town and later came back. Then Joe 

and Teresa drove to town. 

 After 6 o’clock Joe Reed and family came in to see us. I was pleased to find that he liked 

my new portrait of H. Helen started in tempera two more of her Subway Folks panels. Her 

facility with tempera medium astonishes me. I am, with all my experience, so clumsy with the 

stuff! 

 

August 23, 1947 To Santa Fe early to attend the meeting of the Board of Managers of the School 

of American Research972 and the Museum of New Mexico, of which I am a member. Paul 

Walter973 in the chair. We endorsed Dr. Sylvanus Morley as the new Director and new members 

of the board. T. Van Soelen joins us as an artist member, Miss A.E. White also, and several 

others who had been directors of Laboratory of Anthropology974. Discussion of uniting the L. of 

A. with the School of Research and a plan for taking over the L. of A. I was pleased to have Dr. 

Frederick Hodge, eminent in archaeology, recall the fact that he had known me during the 1931 

plans for the Exposition of Indian Tribal Arts. After the morning session, we went to the La 

Fonda for lunch. Back in the afternoon to the Museum for a long and rather tiring session. After 
 

972 The School of American Research is now called the School for Advanced Research and was founded 
in 1907 as the School for American Archeology 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_for_Advanced_Research)  

973 Paul Alfred Francis Walter, Jr. (1901-1973), a professor of sociology at the University of New 
Mexico, had been associated with the School of American Research since the late 1920s. 
Frederick Webb Hodge (1864-1956) was actually an anthropologist. He served as director of the 
Southwest Museum in Los Angeles from 1932 to 1956, in which year he retired to Santa Fe. 

974 The Laboratory of Anthrology (also known as the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture) was founded in 
1927. It was combined with the Museum of Mew Mexico in 1947 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Indian_Arts_and_Culture)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_for_Advanced_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Indian_Arts_and_Culture
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adjournment I went to the De Vargas Hotel and found Helen, who had spent the afternoon with 

Mae Larsen who is stopping there. I had a couple of reviving drinks and needed them. Helen and 

I drove home to Sinagua on the hill, and she fixed a nice supper in a jiffy.  

August 24, 1947 Worked some on the group of nudes [An Art is Born] from sketchbook. In the 

afternoon we drove to town to pick up Mrs. Bomar at La Fonda and take her, with Helen, to Joe 

Reed’s. [He] took them in his car up the canyon to the small house occupied by Foster Jewell975, 

where Mrs. B. bought one of his beautiful woodcarvings of leaves of grass. 

I went to the 4 P.M. Memorial exercises at the Museum in honor of Dr. Edgar Hewett, 

who died on the last day of 1946. Organ music, Dr. F. Hodge presided - Dr. S. Morley, Hewett’s 

successor as Director, made a short address [and] Daniel Kelly spoke. But the outstanding talk 

was by Dr. von Kleinsmid976 of University of S. California - a beautiful speech. I had to thank 

him afterward as we went to the Patio of the Museum for the unveiling by Ken. Chapman977 of a 

bronze tablet set in the wall behind which Dr. Hewett’s ashes are placed. 

 I joined Helen and the Bomars and their friends Mr. & Mrs. Stripling at the La Fonda 

[hotel] where we had good drinks in their apartment and then a nice dinner with roast beef (!), a 

 
975 A native of Michigan, the sculptor Foster Jewell (1893-1984) settled in Santa Fe in 1943. 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Foster_Jewell/10027805/Foster_Jewell.aspx)  

976 Rufus B. von KleidSmid (1875-1964) was the president of the University of Arizona (1914-1921) and 
of USC (1921-1947) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufus_B._von_KleinSmid)  

977 Kenneth Milton Chapman (1875-1968) was an artist and writer and a specialist in Native 
American arts and crafts.  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Foster_Jewell/10027805/Foster_Jewell.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufus_B._von_KleinSmid
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rarity with us for more than a year. Each order was priced $2.50. The rest of the meal was not 

nearly so good as Helen prepares at home.978 

 At 10.30 we left for Sinagua, Helen driving [as] my eyes are not satisfactory at night 

driving. 

 

August 25, 1947 I worked on the 16 x 20 composition with 3 nudes from the sketchbook, and I 

feel that the under-painting in tempera is now quite promising. Helen did a wash and ironing 

today, using, of course, the electric washer and iron. She also, as usual, provided dinner and 

supper of the high standard she always reaches. Helen is never, never idle, quite a sweet marvel 

to me. 

 Joe & Teresa Bakos dropped in in the afternoon and Will Shuster phoned, asking me to 

help out on his Fiesta Fireworks show, “Zozobra.” I told him I’d do it if the dentist does not 

exhaust my energy by his operations, which start tomorrow. 

 Many rains in sight this afternoon but we had but a few drops. 

 

August 26, 1947 …This morning we drove to town. And after shopping and getting ice, I went 

to Dr. Berardinelli, the dentist, and while H. waited he removed two of my 75-year-old 

companions, who have aided me through thick and thin. Older than many fine buildings in the 

world, they were destroyed after anesthetic, in two minutes. 

 
978 Mr. and Mrs. Stripling (later referred to as “Stribling”) have not been further identified. 
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 We came home to Sinagua where H. soon had an especially good granulated lunch, 

which I enjoyed. Then I lay down for ½ hour [and] got up and painted the pump shed roof with 

aluminum. 

 Joe B. and Mrs. Bomar dropped in later. She had just had a painting lesson from him. As 

the effects of the Novocain wore off, I felt some reaction from my losses of the morning, so I lay 

down again before supper, also very tastily granulated. 

 

August 27, 1947 I am still feeling low after results of the parting with my 2 front teeth. I worked 

on the “3 nudes” composition, still in tempera. Helen made special efforts in getting up lunch 

and dinner, which required no mastication, and she was very successful. She really has a genius 

for cooking. 

Late in the afternoon the W. Bomars with their friends, also Fort Worthies - Mr. & Mrs. 

Stribling (or Stripling) and a Mr. & Mrs. Douglas - stopped on their way from Bakos’s to bid us 

goodbye. They leave for home on Friday. 

 Heard Father Fulton Sheen, the much-touted priest who converted Heywood Broun979 to 

the Roman church, talking on the radio tonight - funny anecdotes like the average after-dinner 

speaker larded the doctrinary message (or mess). H.B. must have had a touch of paresis ere his 

 
979 The journalist Heywood Broun (1888-1939) became involved in radical politics during the 
Depression era, which resulted in an appearance before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee in 1938. His subsequent conversion to Catholicism—he was baptized in 1939—
shocked many of his left-wing supporters. Mr. and Mrs. Douglas of Fort Worth have not been 
further identified. 
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death! The answers of the churches to the problem of life are ancient trickery and fear. This is 

my firm but humble opinion. 

 

August 28, 1947 Went to town and stopped to see the dentist, who decides that 3 more of my 

teeth are to come out tomorrow. What must be must be! We got ice and H. bought groceries - 

and after getting mail we came home. 

 I worked a little on the “3 nudes” panel. In the afternoon Joe & Teresa B. dropped in. He 

likes the tempera start on the 3 nudes. Helen has been busy preserving some pears brought to us 

by Mrs. Ludlam [Eugenie Shonnard] the other day. 

 The last few days have been clear and beautiful. Our rainy spell seems to be over, but our 

tanks are four-fifths full. 

 

August 29, 1947 Off early to Santa Fe and to the dentist, who, without much trouble and in a 

short time, had 3 more front teeth out. A bit faint from the parting and the anesthetic, H. and I sat 

in our car for a while, and then I drove home. The town is decked for Fiesta, we are told, but did 

not stop to investigate. 

 Back at Sinagua, I relaxed. And after lunch, as the numbness of the gums wore off, I took 

to bed at Helen’s suggestion - and needed the nap of 3 hours. 

 As I have a long Celtic upper lip, the absence of 5 upper teeth does not change the 

appearance of my mouth - even improves it slightly! 
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 A shower came up late in the afternoon. We hope that it has not interfered with Will 

Shuster’s burning of “Zozobra” at 8 o’clock. 

 

August 30, 1947 We both had sunbaths followed by shower baths this morning. I am feeling 

much recovered from the shock of my initial loss yesterday. Helen made another of her series of 

delicious meals adapted to the lack of biting facilities in my mouth. I found it pleasant to lie 

down in the afternoon. 

 W. Shuster called up in the evening and said that the burning of “Zozobra” had come off 

very well with another in the part of “groaner” instead of myself.980 

 

August 31, 1947 Worked a little on the “three nudes” panel after a sunbath in the morning. As I 

still feel the shock of the passing of 5 front teeth, I lay down twice during the day. 

 In the afternoon, while H. and I were doing our walk around the house, we were 

interrupted by a visit from the Reeds. They had Ann’s father, Mr. [Lupfer] from Kansas, a wheat 

farmer and a fine type of citizen. The sight of the mountains and semi desert of New Mex. is 

quite an experience for him, coming from the flat fertile lands of Kansas. We enjoyed their visit. 

 Helen and I had a quiet little Fiesta ourselves in the evening. Distant rains in the 

afternoon. 

 

 
980 The part of “groaner” is probably the voice of the burning puppet, Zozobra. 
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September 1, 1947 A sunbath in the morning - a beautiful clear day, almost cloudless… Shuster 

called by phone to inquire about my health. I painted on the panel, “3 nudes,” in the early 

afternoon. 

 After 2 o’clock we drove to town and left our car at Reeds, then we walked to the plaza 

and saw the crowds of Fiesta merrymakers, many in costumes. After 3 o’clock the Hysterical 

parade981 came by. The procession was quite crude for the most part. There were 5 groups using 

the wooden privy as their pièce de résistance. Some few floats were right good, some funny, but 

very few worthwhile. We met the Moskowitzes. Back to Reeds, got our car and went to Agnes 

Tait’s house to meet a man who studied at the League in my class twenty years ago – name, 

Howard Rothschild982. He kept at painting until taken away for 4 years service in the war. He has 

traveled, knows many artists, and we liked him very well. He took us to dinner at the “Pink 

Adobe,” where the food seemed better than on our last visit. We left Agnes and Rothschild at 

their corner and drove out to “Sinagua” and sat up a while before retiring. 

 

September 2, 1947 We went to town and got our ice and Helen bought groceries. 

Back without incident, and I worked some on the “3 nudes.” Then I lay down for a short 

rest. Helen painted for a while on her picture of the customers in the Plaza Cafe. 

 

 
981 The Hysterical Parade was a parody of Santa Fe’s annual Spanish Historical Parade.  

982 Howard Rothschild has not been further identified. Sloan later refers to him as “Harold” 
Rothschild (see diary entry for January 26, 1948). 
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September 3, 1947 An unusually warm day. Even within the house the heat seemed to follow 

us, altho it is usually cool in the shade. 

 My work on the “3 nudes” panel is not moving at an inspired gait. The difficulties seem 

to be very great. 

 A day without incident until Shuster called me on phone to tell me that his father died in 

Philadelphia today, aged 80 years. Will is leaving by train today and will reach Phila. in time for 

funeral. 

 After dinner in the evening, during some more-or-less distant electric storms, our current 

went dead. We lit our old reliable Coleman lamp and enjoyed our evening reading. After we had 

gone to bed Joe Bakos phoned. The electric service had resumed. 

 

Sept 4, 1947 After sunbathing and breakfast I found enough energy to do some cement work 

around the water drums, which catch the rainwater from the garage roof. This about exhausted 

me for the morning. 

 Joe & Teresa B. came in to visit us in the evening. We had not seen them for several 

days. 

 As is so usual with this spot, we viewed many heavy rains about us this afternoon, but sin 

agua for us! 
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Sept 5, 1947 We drove to Santa Fe this morning and went to Broome’s store [Broome Furniture 

Co.] to look at a Westinghouse Electric Refrigerator, which they had secured to our order. We 

paid for it spot cash - $244, a very high price for a pretty simple piece of mechanism. The 

industries are holding out for high prices instead of increasing production at lower prices, 

thereby putting goods at a level where the huge buying power of the working people could 

function. 

 Helen started some fresh panels with her subway subjects. I worked very little on the “3 

nudes.” Joe Bakos brought in a painting of a bull he is working on, asking us to give some 

criticism. 

 

September 6, 1947 I worked several hours, morning and afternoon, on the “3 nudes” panel, 16 x 

20. I feel it is growing richer. In the afternoon Joe & Teresa drove by and he stopped in for a few 

minutes. He likes the panel. 

 At about 5 o’clock Ira and Anna Moskowitz came to have an early supper with us. He is 

excitedly interested in his adventure as a painter [and] is painting large canvases. I have only 

seen one or two of his essays in paint, which are perhaps promising… He seems over-interested 

in color as color, but he has power of draftsmanship, which will be a factor ultimately, I think. 

He is going to the Shiprock Navajo Fair in October [and] wants us to come along. We will 

consider.983 

 
983 Located in northwestern New Mexico, the village of Shiprock became the headquarters for the 
Northern Navajo Indian Agency in 1903. An Annual Navajo Fair with sports and exhibitions of 
arts and crafts is still held there in early October. 



636 
 

 Later in the evening Joe & Ann Reed, with little Patty, called. We suggested that he come 

to N.Y.C. this winter, perhaps subletting Bill Bomar’s studio apartment in the Chelsea while Bill 

goes home to Texas in November & December Joe is interested, but he has many “business 

affairs” which may hold him here. 

 

September 7, 1947 Helen did a 2-weeks wash and ironing today. The old electric washer from 

314 Garcia St. is doing great service for her, and the electric iron is also a joy to her. She, H., has 

wonderful, purposeful energy. 

 I lay down for a nap after dinner and was so tired I slept for 3 hours. Late in the afternoon 

I painted some on the panel. 

 (This one is funny I think) 

 I had a wooden whistle 

 and it woulden whistle 

 I got a lead whistle 

 An’ they woulden lead me whistle 

 I tried a steel whistle 

 An’ steel they woulden lead me whistle 

 I got a copper whistle 

 An’ still the copper wooden lead me whistle 
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 Then I found a tin whistle 

 An’ now I tin whistle!984 

 

September 8, 1947 To Santa Fe for an 11 o’clock appointment of H. with the dentist - I sat in 

the car ¾ hour while she had 3 teeth filled. I had plenty to read as she had stopped at the post 

office. We went out to get ice and she got her groceries and then we drove home for lunch. In the 

afternoon I lay down for an hour feeling very much dragged down. I think I could have slept all 

afternoon but roused myself so that by five o’clock or so I got to work, wrestling with the nudes. 

 At sunset, as we were exercising by doing 5 or 6 rounds of the driveway, a heavy rain 

which had been in sight down Albuquerque way for some time moved up, and soon we had 

wind, rain & thunder, [with] lightning all about us. The wind exceeded the rainfall. 

 

September 9, 1947 Have missed few days lately taking my sunbath in the morning. 

 Painted sporadically on the “3 nudes” panel. Helen started two more city life panels. She 

has considerable facility, not too much. 

 Late in the afternoon Mr. & Mrs. Berg, the picture dealers of Taos, came with Ira & Anna 

Moskowitz and Mr. & Mrs. Louis Ribak, also artists of Taos. The Bergs went over to Joe 

Bakos’s to look at his work. Ribak studied with me at the League and we had some talk. Before 

 
984 Sloan had just had 5 front teeth out (HFS notes). 
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his health made him leave New York, he had shown at the Whitney Museum. His work has good 

dramatic quality. He made drawings for New Masses. 

 Our new Electric Westinghouse Refrigerator was delivered just as the visitors came and it 

looks wonderful and means no more trips for ice. 

 In the evening several severe electric storms raged all about us with heavy rain in sight. 

We got some of it late in the evening but not as much as the turmoil in the skies would indicate. 

 

September 10, 1947 Strolled au naturel to and fro on the gravel surrounding our “Sinagua” for 

an hour. 

 Started pulling the “3 nudes” into existence through line texturing, and worked several 

hours. 

 Good rains to the S.W. and North during the afternoon, and we had a quick shower. 

 At five o’clock the Joe D. Reeds came for early supper and we opened a bottle of 

Champagne, which we had kept for a year. Joe R. gave it to me on my birthday a year ago. 

[Neither] Joe nor Ann had anything to say about the “3 nudes” on my easel! 

 We had a nice time at supper. Field mice came to look over the plank outside our 

window, seeking crumbs left by the day customers, the chipmunks. Little Patricia was much 

amused. They left early. 
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September 11, 1947 This morning, early, we drove to town… at the dentist’s I received the 

artificial trimming for my upper jaw, and after adjustments they seem satisfactory. We stopped at 

the Art Museum where H. picked up the Indian woman’s head in terracotta, which she had 

bought at the recent ex. It is by Eugenie Shonnard and we like it. 

 For lunch we went up the canyon to Moskowitz’s. He has had to put on a new roof, as the 

men who [?] the house had done such a stupid job that the water poured in when it rained. We 

had a good lunch and looked at some of the rather large oil paintings he has been working on. He 

is a little wild in his use of paint, but I hope he will get over this stage. 

 We drove him and family to town [as] their car is being repaired. Misfortune in the way 

of his car - a big rock under dirt in Canyon road repairs had raked the bottom of his car to the 

extent of $50.00 damages! 

 We drove home with our shopping. 

 Joe Bakos stopped a few minutes. 

 A beautiful cool clear day almost without clouds. 

 

September 12, 1947 After my morning exposure to the clear sunlight and my usual breakfast, 

we heard Ira Moskowitz’s car on the road. He came by arrangement to use my frame-making 

miter-vise in getting out some frames for his recent works. 

 Toward noon “Sami” Shuster came to lunch at H.’s invitation, and she also invited Joe B. 

to join the festive board. (Teresa is not at all well and they are staying in town at Mrs. Wight’s 

[Whyte’s?] house.) After a pleasant visit, Mrs. Shuster drove back to town and Ira went on with 
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his frame making until after 4 o’clock. When he had gone, I did some work on the “3 nudes” 

panel, which is not going badly at all. 

 

September 13, 1947 After breakfast [I had] my usual bath in the clear sunlight from a cloudless 

sky. Ira came about 9 o’clock and started on the assembly of his frames, and he worked and 

talked until about 12. 

We had our lunch, and then Helen took over the frame making on her own account and in 

a while had two small ones cut and joined. I put first coating on a 16 x 20 [frame], which Ira had 

made for us. 

 I worked for an hour in the morning on the “Birth of Art” (one of the three nudes is 

shown as just having made some charcoal marks on a white panel in front of her). 

 These days are indescribably beautiful - nearly cloudless and so still, with the vast spaces 

about us spread basking in the clear sunlight… 

 Joe Reed is trading an old refrigerator that he has on hand for one of Helen’s panels. 

Helen is paying for repair of the motor! Helen is presenting the refrigerator to the Bakoses. She 

is indeed generous. 
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September 14, 1947 A clear day - beautiful in the morning, but in the afternoon the wind came 

up and it was a bit colder. We worked on putting Texolite985 on the raw wood frames. I painted a 

while on the “Art is Born” (3 nudes) panel. 

 Joe B. dropped by. Teresa is still not well. Helen fixed up a little box of delicacies for Joe 

to take to her. He is going to Reed’s to look at the refrigerator Helen is giving to Teresa. 

 

September 15, 1947 A windy and quite cold morning, and H. fears that she is starting on a cold. 

I walked outside for ½ hour or so and then worked on the frames. 

 H. phoned Selma Shuster and asked that we be excused from a dinner engagement for 

this evening. Shuster has returned from Philadelphia by way of New York and Chicago. 

 At 4 P.M. I drove to town and attended a meeting of the Art Committee. Nothing of 

importance came up except that the last month’s trial of opening the Art Museum during noon 

hour is reported to have had no increase of attendance on the part of the citizens. I don’t quite 

believe this, but let it go! 

 Helen remained at home, and this evening she is feeling better. 

 

September 16, 1947 A beautiful day, and Helen & I drove to town where she had a session with 

the dentist and did her shopping for groceries, etc. 

 
985 Texolite was probably a plastic sealant.  
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 Joe Bakos had a light lunch with us at “Sinagua,” and [at] about 1 o’clock he drove us up 

to Taos in 1-1/2 hours. The road is perfect and the scenery along the Rio Grande is awe-inspiring 

and beautiful. At Taos we went to the Blue Door Gallery of the Bergs’ where Joe B. delivered 

several pictures and I added a Gloucester landscape, “Clouds and Bay,” 986 to those Berg has for 

sale. We met two artists, Jack Smith987 and [Charles] Du Tant.988 Du Tant has very strong work 

in the gallery. We saw Ribak989 and his wife. (A good painter, he has a school of art in what was 

once Walter Ufer’s990 studio.) 

Taos is an interesting relic of early days [but] being encroached upon by automobiles and tourists 

and artists, too. I don’t think it would be easy to live there with much of a detached attitude, such 

as I am addicted to. Too many artists too nearby. We drove back in 1-1/2 hours - a beautiful 

experience. 

 

September 17, 1947 Mackerel clouds though few in number early in the morning, followed by 

clear sky with then hazy clouds - and later in the afternoon overcast with showers, pretty dense to 

the west. 

 
986 Clouds and Bay, Ten-Pound Island, 1914 and 1942 (oil on canvas, 20 x 24 inches) belongs to 
the G. Gordon Hertslet family (Elzea 265).  

987 The Taos artist Jack Smith has not been identified. 

988 Charles Du Tant (1908-1989) resided in Taos in the 1940s and 50s. 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Charles_du_Tant/3355/Charles_du_Tant.aspx)  

989 Ribak opened Taos Valley (art) School in 1947.  

990 Walter Ufer (1876-1936), who arrived in Taos in 1914, was an early member of the Taos art 
colony. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Ufer)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Charles_du_Tant/3355/Charles_du_Tant.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Ufer
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 I tinkered with the portrait of H. in red with canvas & easel, brush in hand. Helen painted 

several hours, working by the fluorescent light in the evening. Walked 10 rounds of our 

driveway in the late afternoon. 

 Fiorello La Guardia, 991 one of the few honest and forthright men in our U.S. politics, is 

very ill. If he passes, the country will lose one of its few real patriots. Clever and courageous. 

 

September 18, 1947 At Helen’s suggestion, I started another portrait of her this morning. 

Cloudy skies most of the day and rains in the distance suggested the background for “Helen in 

White Waist with Blue Stripes.” 992 I stopped for a nap of an hour in the afternoon and H. went 

on with one of her numerous and very promising panels. 

 A tornado is raging across Florida and threatening the south coast of Louisiana from the 

Gulf of Mexico. 

 

September 19, 1947 After breakfast we made ready our sketching materials and [with] Joe 

Bakos, in his car, drove out the North Road. We turned off on the new road to Los Alamos and 

Frijoles canyon, a beautiful road cutting the distance to Los A. by more than 12 miles. The devil 

must be quickly served. Los A. now has a population of 7000, they say. Trucks dashed by over 

the beautiful surface while we found a place, and we painted for about 2 hours. After lunch (we 

invited Joe) H. and I drove to Santa Fe and we saw Dr. Travers and had ourselves injected with a 
 

991 Fiorello La Guardia (1882-1947) was mayor of New York City from 1934 to 1945. 

992 Sloan began work this day on Helen, Blue Stripes, 1947, 1948 (oil on panel, 24 x 20 inches); 
the painting, which remained unfinished, is now part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1205). 
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serum as preventive of “flu” and colds. H. did her shopping and we came home. I worked some 

on the yellow-green trees993 and Pajarito994 background. The serum causes our arms to feel pretty 

sore. 

 Shuster phoned and tells us he has the “grip.” 

 

September 20, 1947 As usual, we are up early. And after breakfast and a sunbath I worked on 

the tree panel for several hours. After lunch I took a nap for 1-1/4 hrs. and worked again in the 

afternoon, still in tempera as begun yesterday. 

 Fiorello La Guardia, a great man for America, died this morning in N.Y.C. [of] 

pancreatic cancer. A really great loss to all the world! 

 Helen is getting a “good” reaction to the flu shots of yesterday. I do not think that I notice 

any especial discomfort, so perhaps I did not have a “take.” 

 

September 21, 1947 One of a series of clear beautiful days, making this the best time of the year 

to enjoy Santa Fe. The summer visitors and tourists are no longer in evidence. There are less cars 

in town, and if it were not that there are still too many cars spoiling the appearance of the streets, 

all would be beautiful. 

 
993 Sloan began work this day on Yellow Cottonwood, 1947 (oil on panel, 20 x 24 inches), which 
is now part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1206). Can’t find this in TMS? 

994 The Pajarito Plateau, a crescent-shaped plateau about 50 miles long and 12 miles wide, is 
located west of the Rio Grande and south of the Rio Chama. 
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 After a quiet day we drove to town in the evening and stopped with the Reeds until time 

for me to go to the Radio station KVSF to be guest on Alf. Morang’s Artists Hour. Joe Reed 

drove me in his car, and after general local art news and comment Morang questioned me on 

statements found in Gist of Art. This made a good theme – and, unknown to me, a recording was 

made. And after the broadcast [it was] played back to us. Morang’s voice seemed natural to me, 

but my own seemed that of a stranger, demonstrating that we don’t really get the objective sound 

of our own voices. 

 Returned to Reeds. H. said I had done well and we had a few highballs and talk until after 

1 A.M. Drove home and to bed. 

 

September 22, 1947 Sunbathing as usual after breakfast, much later than has been our habit. 

Last night’s successful effort and our late stay at Reeds the reason. 

 I worked a while on the “Yellow-Green Tree on the Los Alamos Highway.” 

 In the evening, by invitation, we went to have dinner at Witter Bynner’s romantic house 

in his romantic garden on Buena Vista St. in Santa Fe. The only other guests were Christine 

Hughes and Gustave & Jane Baumann. A good dinner by Hal’s old time faithful native girl, 

“Rita,” who has been with him for 25 years or so. Good cocktail preceded our meal and good 

highballs followed. And the talk was gay & gossipy and at times Rabelaisian. We had a very 

good time and stayed until 2 A.M. This does not interfere with Bynner’s work, as he stays up 

each night until 4 or 5 A.M. - his best working hours, he says. 



646 
 

 I drove home on the lovely highway and we at once sought our bed. A pleasant affair, but 

would not want too many recurrences. 

 

September 23, 1947 Stayed in bed until late this morning, took our sunbaths after breakfast, and 

we feel pretty normal after last night’s break in our routine. I painted on the “Yellow Tree” 

panel, 20 x 24. It comes difficult as I begin to cover the tempera under-painting made on the 

spot. 

 Joe Bakos dropped in. Teresa is better. They stay in town still. This is Joe’s birthday. 

Helen gave him a slice of cake with one small taper in it. 

 

September 24, 1947 Sunbathing in the morning, as is my regular custom now. The day was 

without any notable occurrence. I painted for a while on the tree picture. It is very difficult to 

remember the color & forms of the landscape and the tree. 

 

September 25, 1947 My theory about “mackerel” clouds in foretelling rain was upset today. The 

sky at about 10 A.M. was full of them. I never saw so many at once. But we had no rain and 

there was no rain in the distance. Perhaps the sky should be scanned earlier in the day. We got up 

later than usual. 

 I worked some hours on the “Yellow Tree” panel, but it is not yet satisfactory. Joe B. 

came by and Helen asked him to share our dinner. He enjoyed it very much and made 

suggestions for the tree picture. I have added a figure in foreground. 
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September 26, 1947 To town in the morning and H. did her shopping for groceries, etc. We 

passed Shuster on his way out to the homestead, so on our return to Sinagua I took a mirror and 

flashed across to his place to notify him that we were returned. I soon got answering flashes, and 

in a few minutes he arrived with his sister-in-law Mrs. Dingee (married to Selma’s (Sami’s) 

brother). H. invited them to lunch and they accepted. Shuster did not know that we were having 

the Alfaus and Shusters to dinner. 

After they left H. had to work in haste, getting the house in order and preparing for the dinner. 

Shusters arrived promptly at 6 o’clock, Alfaus at 6.30, and H. had a good chicken dinner for 

them. We had cocktails before and wine - W. brought a bottle of Sauterne. A nice party and a 

merry evening afterward. It was a hard day for Helen, but she rose to the occasion with her 

steady dependability. 

 A letter from Bill Bomar to H. says that he will let the Reeds occupy his apartment in the 

Chelsea from November 22 to January 10th. 

 

September 27, 1947 Sunbathing in the morning, and after breakfast I worked without much 

inspiration on the “Yellow Tree on the New Los Alamos Highway,” which is not going too well. 

 Joe B. drove by and dropped in for a few minutes. He says Teresa is better. Helen rested 

in the afternoon. I took a ten-lap walk around the house. After our supper Joe Reed, with Ann 

and little Patricia, drove out. [He] had picked up an old lady on our road, with bundles. I found 

she was Mrs. Ware whose daughter has a homestead west of Shuster’s… I got in [Joe’s] car and 
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we went over a terrible 2 miles or so of rocky hills to Ware’s place. She said that she was going 

to walk, that a friend had brought her to the point where our road meets the highway. Nice friend 

to leave her with nearly 5 miles to walk in the dark!995 

 Joe and Ann have decided to take Bill’s offer of his place in New York. We think the 

price will be the amount Bill Bomar pays as rent. 

 A few days ago Joe Reed was in the Blue Door Gallery in Taos, saw my “Couples at the 

Crossroads,” asked the price [and] was told $250.00. He asked them to verify it. They then 

looked on back and found it was $1400.00. My price was $1500.00!! I just wrote stating that I 

would hold them liable for my consignment prices. 

 

September 28, 1947 We were up by 7 o’clock - but as there was a sky pretty thick with small 

cumulus clouds… no sunbath today. We got ready to go on a sketching trip with the Shusters. 

They arrived about 11 o’clock and we started up the Taos road to a spot in the Rio Grande 

Canyon a little beyond Embudo, a beautiful place with hills on both sides and the river flowing 

swiftly and making the unusual sound of rippling over the stones. The Black Mesa on the West 

side all covered with volcanic rocks. We had a nice lunch that Sami and Helen had prepared after 

which I got to work on a tempera under-painting. Shuster got out not sketching materials but 

fishing tackle, a surprise to me as I had thought he was going to paint. We had a nice sandwich 

and fruit supper at dusk and started home about 7 o’clock. They brought us back in an hour and 

we sat up for an hour or more. The sketch in tempera looks rather promising. 

 
995 “Mrs. Ware” is probably Mrs. R.V. Ware of Santa Fe. 
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September 29, 1947 We drove to town – [to] post office, [then] went to have lunch with Mae 

Larsen and rode over to look at a lot of ground on (or off of) Canyon Road. It is next to a house 

that Miss Agnes Sims is building, some of it by her own hands. Mae intends later to build a 

studio house for her own use in summers out here. 

 Returning home to our hill, we worked on subjects started yesterday on the Rio Grande 

trip. 

 

September 30, 1947 After a rather windy pacing to and fro in the morning sun, my sunbath was 

followed by breakfast after which we both got to work, I [on] the “Picnic by the Rio Grande” 996 

and H. on one or two of her subway life panels. 

 Joe Bakos came in and tells us that Mr. T. Thomas said to him that old Mrs. Ware walked 

over to his place Sunday and told him that I had said that we might close the road, our road, 

along the ridges and cut them off thereby. It seems that Thomas has been bringing them water by 

his truck. This is an untruth. I did tell the old lady that I felt Shuster was right in objecting to 

their having continued his private road to the homestead front door as a road to their place. 

 In the evening I called T. Thomas by phone and explained matters. I cannot object to 

their use of the road past our place, as I deliberately built Sinagua near the road. T. says that he 

 
996 Sloan began Picnic in the Rio Grande Canyon, 1947, 1948 (oil on panel, 22 x 27 7/8 inches) on 
September 28, 1947. It is now in a private collection (Elzea 1207).  
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spoke of making a new bypass east of Shuster’s for the Wares. He says they would not be able to 

pay for it. I suggested that he ask for a bit of their square mile of land. 

 

October 1, 1947 A quiet day. I worked on the “Picnic on the Rio Grande Near Embudo.” We 

walked around the house but were interrupted by a few drops of rain, which let it go at that! This 

is the driest summer I have known out here at well-named “Sinagua.” 

 Why have I persistently - or rather, habitually - come out here for 28 summers? Buying 

the house in Santa Fe and afterward building out in the hills lies at the root of the matter. And yet 

why have I not sold out and broken this sequence of summers in the same spot? I never can plan. 

I drift, but it has had a very good effect on my health, no doubt of that. 

 

October 2, 1947 A slightly overcast sky caused a coolness that discouraged sunbathing today. 

Helen and I both painted in the morning. She worked on a beautiful panel made from a sketch on 

the Los Alamos Road [and] I went on with the tempera underpaint for the “Picnic with Rio 

Grande” subject. 

 Joe & Teresa Bakos dropped in. Teresa seems to look very well. Joe wants to go up to the 

Embudo district tomorrow [and] we agreed. I painted in the afternoon from H., going on with a 

blue striped waist subject that I started a couple of weeks ago. 

Joe and Ann Reed came in late in the afternoon. Joe paid for the Louvre Frames he had 

[ordered] through us some time ago, deducting the expense of repairs on the refrigerator that 
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Helen had given to the Bakoses. Joe is to select a painting of Helen’s to reimburse him for the 

refrigerator! 

 During the afternoon Will and son Don Shuster stopped in for a few minutes on their way 

back from taking Prokosch [Electric Co.] electricians out to Don’s homestead to do the 

connecting work on the power out there. 

 

October 3, 1947 A very pleasant day. Starting after lunch, with Joe Bakos driving us, and all our 

sketching apparatus aboard, we went north by the highway past Española and up the Rio Grande 

to the Embudo neighborhood where we were last Sunday with Shusters. After looking over the 

spot where we picnicked at that time, we drove a few miles further up the Canyon and took a 

wide road toward the river where we found a great pyramidal formation with an enormous 

scooped out erosion on the one side of it. A few native houses and an irrigation ditch purling 

through a fertile spot with trees lying at the foot of the great scooped out space. As in the Black 

Mesa to the west of the river, great boulders of dark red purplish volcanic rock capped this hill 

and lay strewn on the sides and at the base. Helen made two nice tempera panels, one of 

mountains to the south and another of Joe at his easel in front of a big heap of boulders. Joe and I 

were painting the scooped mountain. We got home to Sinagua and Joe stayed to dinner. We had 

a view of our work and Joe & I had to hand the palm for competence in tempera to Helen. 

 After Joe left I worked for an hour under our fluorescent light and helped my tempera, 20 

x 26, panel somewhat.997 

 
997 Sloan began work this day on Erosion Peak, 1947 (oil on panel, 19 15/16 x 26 1/16), which is 
part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1208). 
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October 4, 1947 We went to town at about 11.30 this morning, the first time since Monday, and 

there was a large accumulation of mail in our P.O. Box, [including] a check for $100 as rental 

fee for my painting in the “Tausca Pearl Ex.,” which is touring the country for a year. 

 After lunch I painted on my 20 x 26 panel of the scooped mountain started yesterday. Joe 

and Teresa came by in the morning on their way to their homestead. They are still living in town 

at Mrs. Wyte’s [Whyte’s?] house in her absence. 

 H. rested from painting only today - of course, straightening the house and making three 

meals, and good ones. 

 

October 5, 1947 Randall Davey drove up to our door this morning, back from New York and 

some successful portrait painting. One painted in an apartment and the other for the War or Navy 

or some other dept. of Forrestal998, the new “Secretary of Defense.” R.D., as usual, feels that 

these will lead to others, and they really should. We liked his account of his and Belle’s summer. 

He is always entertaining. 

 We painted during the afternoon, the day pleasantly cool. 

 

October 6, 1947 Painting on the scooped hill panel, 20 x 26. Started varnish oil over-painting. 

 
998 James Forrestal (1892-1949) became Secretary of Defense September 17, 1947, and served in 
that office until the time of his death.  
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 Joe Bakos brought Mr. Donald Bear of California, head of the Santa Barbara Museum, to 

see us this morning. He was much interested in Helen’s work and told her he would like a show 

of her work next winter or spring. This pleases me greatly for I think that all H. needs is a little 

recognition to boost her work, which is quite beyond other representative painting being done.999 

 In the afternoon H. and I went to town, where I attended a meeting of the Arts Committee 

of the Museum. I arranged to appoint a proxy on the Committee while I am in N.Y.C. and named 

Joe Bakos. 

The meeting lasted 2 hours after which I went to Joe Reed’s, where H. was posing for 

him. We had sherry and a good steak dinner! We have had almost no steaks for a year on account 

of the inflated prices. After dinner H. posed again and we talked in the studio while Joe worked. 

 When we got back to “Sinagua” we had to break a windowpane, and I crawled in to open 

the door. We had forgotten our keys! 

 

October 7, 1947 Helen and I both worked in the morning. This is another of a long series of very 

beautiful, clear days. The lack of rain might be a worry except for the fact that our tanks are 

about ¾ full, 5000 gals. or more. 

 
999 Donald Bear (1905-1952) became director of the Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Santa 
Barbara, California, in 1940. [according to Falk, HFS did show work at Santa Barbara 
Museum, but no date is given]  

SMBA exhibition records are not readily available online. 
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 Working again after lunch and at 4.30 stopped to entertain the Moskowitzes. Anna 

brought a nice apple pie and Ira was full of his account of the Shiprock Navajo gathering, which 

they attended last week. 

 

October 8, 1947 Worked on the scooped “Hill Near the Rio Grande” panel started Friday last. I 

took a nice sunbath. The air was mild, another perfect day. 

 Miss Hester Jones phoned saying that an artist named Wiley1000 was on his way to see us 

this afternoon. He and a young Dr. Drummond1001 of Santa Fe arrived at about 3 o’clock. Wiley 

is a very well dressed and well-to-do young man who had studied architecture and then turned to 

painting. I saw a little collection of his work at the Museum. It is semi-abstract and abstract. All 

“Modern” influences are in evidence. He is interested in possibly getting a one-man showing in 

New York, but I could give him no helpful suggestion. 

 We ran to town after they left and got our mail. H. made an appointment for me to have 

my little left leg sore examined by Dr. Friedman at the Cancer clinic. I rather doubt any danger 

of skin cancer. It’s just the remnant of my souvenirs of my operation in 1943. 

 A request from N.Y. to sponsor a mass meeting to protest the imprisonment of Howard 

Fast1002 for contempt of that Comm. on Un-American Activities. I and all other good Americans 

 
1000 An artist named Dick Wiley showed with the Society of Independent Artists in 1942. Probably 
not the illustrator Richard Wiley of “Dick and Jane”. 

1001 Check Dr. Drummond in Santa Fe City Directory. 

1002 The author Howard Fast was summoned to appear before the House Committee on Un-
American Activities in June 1947, and was subsequently indicted, along with several others 
called to appear at the same time, for contempt of congress and conspiracy. Though the jury 
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have the same contempt! If I was in New York I might hope to have the strength and nervous 

energy to add my voice in this protest. 

 

October 9, 1947 Helen posed and I went on with the 20 x 24 panel of her in blue striped dress. 

During rest periods she went on with a panel of her own, [and] so we passed a busy morning. 

 After lunch we drove to town, and I kept an appointment with Dr. Friedman in the X-ray 

clinic. He made a short examination of the little sore spot on my leg and decided that it would 

probably go on taking care of itself, which [is] what I thought would be the case. Helen did some 

marketing and I got a pane of glass to fill in the break we made getting in the other night. 

 

October 10, 1947 In the morning Will Shuster called on the phone and asked if we would like to 

go sketching with him. We agreed. 

 Shus arrived at 10 o’clock and we got started at about 10.30. By 11.30 we had reached 

the canyon of the Rio Grande and drove on to a little lane just south of the Scooped hill, which 

Joe B. and I had worked at last week. We went along this lane, passing what looked like an old 

comfortable ranch with several houses and two big black walnut trees. I had not seen that variety 

for many years. 

 A very strong wind sprang up while we were working, upsetting easels altho weighted 

with large stones. I stuck to it under great difficulties, but all I got was a suggestion [of] a bend 
 

rejected the conspiracy charge, he was found guilty of contempt and sentenced to three months 
in prison. He remained free pending appeal, but finally had to serve his sentence in late spring 
1950.  
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of the river between hills and a little white house, 1003 which Shuster says once was used as a 

fishing lodge by Mr. [Thomas?] Galt of Santa Fe. Shuster got an oil sketch and Helen got a 

sketch and a drawing. We had our lunch before working. Drove home in Shuster’s car and he left 

for Santa Fe. 

 

October 11, 1947 The sky was overcast with a gigantic display of varied cloud forms. Later in 

the day the sun broke through and the clouds became cumulous.  

I worked all the long morning on the tempera under-painting I made yesterday. My 

memory worked well and I was pleased to find that “Galt’s on the Rio Grande” began to give 

promise of amounting to something pretty good. 

 Helen put in the day doing a 2-weeks wash and ironing. 

 

October 12, 1947 A quiet and beautiful autumn day. I worked on some tinkering on the portrait 

of Helen in red looking at a canvas on easel, 20 x 24, painted earlier. Lay down and slept after 

lunch for 1-1/4 hours. 

 Feeling my age today! Should not give way to the feeling, but I really am rather fatigued. 

 
1003 Sloan began work this day on Fishing Lodge, Rio Grande, 1947 (oil on panel, 19 7/8 x 23 7/8 
inches), which now belongs to Juel Stryker (Elzea 1209).  

 He later calls this painting “Galt’s Lodge.” 
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 Helen is that Perfect Woman in the second and third stanzas of Wordsworth’s poem of 

that name. I really mean it. It’s hard to describe how surprisingly thoughtful and thorough she 

is.1004 

 

October 13, 1947 Heavily overcast this morning and a wind all day but not very cold. The sky 

cleared in breaks toward noon and the sun was out in our section of sky in the afternoon, with 

mighty and beautiful cloud formations over the mountains. 

 I worked on “Galt’s Lodge on the Rio Grande” in the afternoon and morning also. I am 

feeling rather pleased with this panel. The realization that comes through the use of texture, 

linear incidents, is quite pleasing. 

 
1004 The English poet William Wordsworth (1770-1850) uses the words “A perfect Woman” in the 
last stanza of the three-stanza poem, “She Was a Phantom of Delight” (1804):  

And now I see with eye serene 

The very pulse of the machine; 

A Being breathing thoughtful breath, 

A Traveller between life and death; 

The reason firm, the temperate will, 

Endurance, foresight, stength, and skill; 

A perfect Woman, nobly planned, 

To warn, to comfort, and command; 

And yet a Spirit still, and bright 

With something of angelic light. 
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 Joe Bakos dropped by in the afternoon. He has returned from a cattle show in or near 

Colorado Springs with his patron of Toros, Mr. Lafayette Hughes. He returned by airplane 

yesterday, a cloudy trip. 

 I have no desire to experience the travel by air. Poor worm, I love the Earth! and hope I 

will never have to take to the air. No butterfly, I! 

 

October 14, 1947 A splendid rain this morning with great cloud formations - A wall of water 

seemed to move from the Jemez Mts. to the West of us, and for a half hour or so we were given a 

welcome deluge. We added about 900 gallons to our tank [which] is now 4/5 full. 

 After dinner we drove to Santa Fe and the sun was out with beautiful clouds in the 

distance. The road had been so dry so long that the heavy rain had not penetrated the surface 

enough to make driving difficult. 

 In town we went for dental work in Helen’s jaws and Dr. Berardinelli took a look at my 

new denture and nicked a front tooth to make it more “natural.” Helen went marketing and we 

stopped at the Art Museum and got our paintings, which had been shown at Albuquerque State 

Fair. 

 Worked on linear texturing in “Galt’s Lodge” and H. worked on some of her panels. 

 The clouds today lifted from the mountains and disclosed the first snow of the season, 

very beautiful. This is truly the land of enchantment, as the license plates on autos declare! 
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October 15, 1947 A beautiful day with broken clouds in the morning, clearing sky in the 

afternoon. Joe Bakos dropped in on his way to his place. They are still living in Mrs. Weyte’s 

[Whyte’s?] house in town, but he has no place to paint there so he rides out here when he wants 

to work. He likes the “Galt’s Lodge” picture I am working on. 

 Helen, in addition to her making 3 good meals, did quite a lot of work on her panels. 

 The Pepsi-Cola Exhibition is now on view in New York. Boswell1005 of the Art Digest 

has a very good editorial estimating the work. He says wittily that they should give scholarships 

instead of prizes, so lacking in any real sense of drawing are the majority of the painters.1006 

 

October 16, 1947 Working on two of the started and almost [?] panels of the last week or so. 

The day was beautiful - still and without a cloud in the great dome of autumn sky. The snow 

upon the mountain had, in spite of the apparent great quantity, almost gone by sunset. 

 Our oil stove turned very low answered the purpose of keeping the large studio warm in 

the morning. We turned it off in the afternoon and let the famous New Mexico sunlight finish the 

day. Helen worked on two or three of her “assembly line” of panels, with occasional calls on the 

phone, getting guests in order for a dinner she’s giving here tomorrow evening. 

 

 
1005 Peyton Boswell Jr. (1904-1950) art magazine editor, anti-Modernist 
(https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/boswellp.htm)  

1006 The fourth annual Pepsi-Cola exhibition, called “Paintings of the Year,” was on view at the 
National Academy of Design through November 2. An editorial entitled “Amateur Night at the 
Academy,” by Peyton Boswell, Jr., appears in the October 1, 1947, issue of Art Digest (p. 7). 

https://dictionaryofarthistorians.org/boswellp.htm
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October 17, 1947 Working in the morning and about noon we went to town where H. did some 

shopping and I went out Cerrillos Road and bought some distillate for the oil stove. We have just 

begun to need the stove in the evening and early morning. 

 H. is busy straightening the house and getting the dinner ready for tonight. I went on 

painting until nearly 5 o’clock. Guests began to arrive after 6 o’clock. Joe Bakos, Albert and 

Mrs. Schmidt of Tesuque (he is an artist), Will and Selma Shuster, Joe & Ann Reed, followed by 

the Randall Davey party - Randall, wife Belle and her sister Elizabeth Wright. Helen served a 

fine dinner. We had cocktails before. And as it was buffet style, it went off smoothly. Talk after 

dinner was led by Randall in his very amusing accounts of his adventures on hunting trips.  

All had left by 10.30. 

 

October 18, 1947 We rose a little later than usual this morning. We both took sunbaths. The day 

was completely clear and warm, no wind. I worked on the “Picnic on the Rio Grande” panel and 

find it a considerable problem. I had carried it so far in tempera that I found some difficulty in 

carrying it on. I will fight it through in some way, I hope. 

 

October 19, 1947 Another in the series of perfect days - a huge, clear blue dome overhead and 

the mountains round about with clear-cut edges. 

We both had sunbaths and the sun was wonderfully warm. We painted during the day for 

several hours. 
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 At 5 o’clock Joe Bakos called for us and drove us to town where we went to Mrs. Wyte’s 

[Whyte’s?] house where Joe & Teresa are staying… Met Teresa who looks right well but well 

pleased to be much thinner. She entertained us lying in bed, and Joe made us and John Dorman, 

Teresa’s son, several nice drinks, after which he took us downtown to the Chinese Restaurant 

where we had a nice meal - Chinese dishes. It was after 9 o’clock when we finished and Joe and 

John drove us back to “Sinagua.” 

 

October 20, 1947 This morning beautiful and clear again. I worked on “Helen in Blue Striped 

Waist” and Joe Bakos came at about 12 o’clock and we all went on a sketching trip. We decided 

to go up the Nambé valley at Pojoaque and found lots of interesting places. Finally started to 

work after we had our lunch prepared by Helen under some large old trees at the edge of a broad 

arroyo. The trees in their autumn gold are beautiful, so much more interesting to paint than the 

ever popular aspens in the higher mountains. We all came home feeling that we had passed a 

very profitable and pleasant afternoon. H. invited Joe B. to have dinner with us. He is a happy 

soul and we thoroughly enjoyed our day. Worked by fluorescent light until nearly 9 o’clock and 

went to bed early! 

 

October 21, 1947 As we were about to leave for town, the battery in our car went dead! Thanks 

to having a telephone, we called up Ira Moskowitz and he stopped at Closson’s in Santa Fe and 

brought out and installed a substitute battery. He is so obliging and has such wonderful energy! 

We then drove to town. Stopped to see Miss Simms and talked over her having some patching 

and repairs on 314 Garcia, where she is caretaker. We then drove up the canyon and had a good 
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chicken dinner with the Moskowitzes. An addition to the family is a cute little 7-weeks-old 

puppy who is destined to increase greatly in size, if he lives. We stayed several hours of the 

afternoon with Moskowitzes. I said I would loan him my frame-making machine for the winter. 

He hopes to make some money by making frames. 

 We drove home and the Reeds came out and they selected a small panel of Helen’s to pay 

for the refrigerator she gave to Bakos. She paid 2/3 of the repair bill also. 

 

October 22, 1947 In the afternoon Helen Shuster brought Mr. & Mrs. Jack Feeley1007 to see us 

on their way out to Don’s Homestead west of us. Feeley has been an artist and they live in 

Woodstock. Her father was a physician in that place. 

 During the day Helen (our H.) was busy getting things in shape for our departure next 

Sunday. 

 In the evening we went to W. Shuster’s for dinner, [and] Selma had a nice double steak 

for us. We were joined by her brother, Tyler Dingee, and his wife. After dinner, [some]one of the 

old days, merry “Billy” Neilson1008, who has since been Mrs. Weyte and is now a widow, joined 

the party. We reminisced about the old times in Santa Fe and stayed until after 1 o’clock A.M. 

 Shuster has been having a spurt of painting lately. If he would stick at it steadily he might 

make more progress. His work [of] years ago was much stronger. 
 

1007 “Jack Feeley” is probably the artist John J. Feeley (1896-1982), who was active in 
Woodstock, New York, from around 1930.  

1008 “Billy” Neilson who has since been Mrs. Weyte and is now a widow, of the old days in Santa 
Fe.  

 Is the highlighted above an original Helen note?? 
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October 23, 1947 Working on boxing the panels made, or started, this summer. 

After lunch we went to town and I bought a bale of straw. Stopped to see Miss Simms at 314 

Garcia. H. did a little shopping… 

 Helen is so calm and confident and competent in preparing things for our trip to New 

York. She is a great girl, a wonder indeed. 

 I left our box of panels at the Express office. The cost… $1000 – insurance, $9.47. 

 

October 24, 1947 Another in the series of beautiful days we have enjoyed lately. It is pleasant to 

be going away in such weather, since we must be going. 

 Helen busy getting the trunk packed and putting things into boxes to be hidden for the 

winter in our secret cache under the back kitchen. Ira Moskowitz, with Anna and Diana, came 

out to help carry things below, and he was a great help. H. presented them with an electric 

waffle-making machine, which we never used. 

 Joe & Teresa dropped in in the morning, followed by Will & Selma Shuster to whom we 

said goodbye. 

 I put the straw in the tank towers hoping that it may prevent damage to valves in case of 

very cold weather. 
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October 25, 1947 Final day of house closing. I went to town to attend meeting of the Artists 

committee at the museum. Joe Bakos was there to take over the portion of my proxy during the 

next 7 months. No important matters came up. 

 Joe and I went back to “Sinagua” where Helen gave us a good lunch and we disconnected 

and stored away the engine and pump and drained the water pipes. The electric service is to be 

turned off by the company. 

 In the afternoon I left Helen and our baggage at Joe Reed’s and met the mechanics, who 

drained the car in the back shed at 314 Garcia St. Miss Simms is to have the house whitewashed 

and patched. Back to Reed’s to dinner with Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Wallace, magazine writer who 

will occupy Reed’s house while they go to New York in late November. Wallace is a friend from 

Larned, Kansas. Reeds are to use Bill Bomar’s apartment [while he] goes home to Texas for 6 

weeks. 

 

October 26, 1947 We spent the day quietly at Joe Reed’s. He spent the morning at the tennis 

court on College Street. We had a nice lunch-dinner in the late afternoon. And Joe, Ann and 

Patricia, the little girl, all took us - with Ira Moskowitz, who came to say farewell - down to 

Lamy, a nice 19-mile ride. We generally go by the Santa Fe RR bus to meet the train. 

 After goodbyes at Lamy, we boarded the Calif. Limited and found our compartment. 

Soon bunked, [we] had a pleasant night’s sleep. Helen has full provisions for our meals on the 

train so that we do not have to leave our room until we reach Chicago. 
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October 27, 1947 All day and following night on the Cal. Limited, and we were quite 

comfortable. Three nice meals were prepared by thoughtful Helen, and apart from the constant 

jiggle of the car all went well with us. I slept well during the Kansas City to Chicago night trip. 

 

October 28, 1947 Rain in Chicago, first for 5 weeks. We reached Chicago early in morning 

having had our own breakfast on the train. At the Union Station we put our baggage in charge 

until this evening. We then went to the Chicago Art Institute, where we looked at the section of 

drawings & prints until Frances Strain Biesel called there for us. Some pretty terribly brash 

Picasso lithographs are on view. We went through the galleries for a while with Frances. The G. 

Bellows works seemed to me unusually empty. I always have felt him to be tremendously 

overrated - altho clever, of course. 

 We then went with Frances to her home, where we met her fine sister - “Dede” [Deede?] 

is the only name I’ve heard for her. We had a very good dinner [and] some sherry. Looked at 

some work of Frances’s and Fred’s. (Fred is away teaching 3 days a week in Milwaukee.) 

Frances’s sister was Virginia1009 Speis [Spies?], who met her husband, Carlos, on a visit to Santa 

Fe. [She] came in with her son Bill, a nice boy of about 18, after dinner. 

 We went by taxi to the station for a 6 o’clock train. Found our bedroom, had some [of] 

Helen’s prepared supper, then to bed. 

 

 
1009 Virginia Spies, sister of Frances (Strain) Beisel – Spies married Carlos of Santa Fe  

 Helen note? 
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October 29, 1947 We arrived in New York about 12 noon and [went] by taxi through the 

crowded streets, with which we at once felt familiar, to the Hotel Chelsea, where the manager 

and our friend Scott on the desk welcomed us cordially. We suppose they are thinking of raising 

our rent 15% as [is] possible now that OPA regulations are lifted (or will be next March). 

 The City had a little rain last night, but N.Y. and all New England states have had a long 

dry spell with forest fires, and in Bar Harbor a serious conflagration destroying a large section of 

the city. Our packing case containing our work done in Santa Fe has already come by express. I 

opened it and showed my few panels to B. Bomar and can’t say with much pride! 

 A large part of the afternoon I spent going over the mass of second-class mail 

accumulated here during just 5 months. 

HFS diary Wed., October 29, 1947: Arrive New York. Housecleaning. Letter from 

Mrs. Vladimir Horowitz asking me to give lessons to her 13 yr. old daughter – 

recommended by Dr. Entenman. Decided not to do it – would mean at least 2 half days’ 

work. We don’t need the money now. Have for so many years perhaps wasted time on 

jobs I did not need to take. Will try to stick to my painting & other activities. 

 

October 30, 1947 Feeling at home again although the new houseman has not finished the 

cleaning of our place. 

 After breakfast and doing some cleaning, H. went uptown to see the ex. of A.F. 

Levinson’s works, a memorial ex. She reports that the pictures look very good but that only one 

person in a room full of idling students was looking at the exhibition. 
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 In the afternoon B. Bomar asked us over to meet his father1010 (grain man of Fort Worth). 

We gladly responded and visited for a couple of hours. Mr. B. is very conservative in his ideas - 

an incurable Roosevelt-hater, etc. Bill is not in agreement, of course. We avoided clashing. 

Agree to disagree. 

 After H. made dinner, her father and mother [and] brother and his wife, Anne, came to 

welcome us home. They all seem well. “Brud” and Anne are leaving in a day or two on an auto 

trip, perhaps as far as Mexico. 

 

October 31, 1947 Note: W. Shuster tries Oxy Quinolin Sulphate as a preservative in emulsion (a 

small pinch). 

 Helen is still cleaning up in the studio and I started working on the “Picnic on the Rio 

Grande” panel started a month ago. 

 We have a rainy day to go down to Mrs. W. Glackens’s to see her tenth annual exhibition 

of Glack’s works. 1011 We were surprised to find a large gathering for the occasion in spite of the 

weather. I met E. Shinn who tells me that dealers can sell all the “Clown” paintings he can 
 

1010 William P. Bomar (1886-1982) was president and general manager of Bewley Mills of Fort 
Worth, Texas, from 1943 to 1957. 

1011 Mrs. Glackens’s annual open house, which was advertised as “William Glackens 10th 
Memorial Exhibition, with Works by Lenna Glackens,” was open to the public from November 2 
to November 30, 1947. Mrs. Hackett and her husband, Albert, were the original owners of The 
Carmine Street Theater, 1912 (oil on canvas, 26 x 31 ¾ inches), and Kitchen and Bath, 1912 (oil 
on composition board, 24 x 20 inches), which now belong to the Hirshhorn Museum and 
Sculpture Garden and the Whitney Museum of American Art, respectively (Elzea 189 and 207); 
a third painting, Spring, Gramercy Park, 1912 (oil on canvas, 24 x 20 inches), was still in the 
possession of Mr. Hackett in the early 1990s, when Elzea’s catalogue raisonnée was published 
(Elzea 193).  
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produce! (Why produce echoes of his work of 40 years ago?) Mrs. G. looks much better, and 

says she feels much worse, than past 2 years. Lloyd Goodrich of Whitney Mus. introduced me to 

his sister Mrs. Hackett who owns 3 paintings of mine and says that she must have one of the later 

period. Viv Organ & Mary F. Roberts were there and Frueh,1012 W. Morgan,1013 W. Pach and 

many old friends, all names [that] slip my mind and always did. 

 Home in the rain where H. soon made a good meal. 

 

November 1, 1947 Working on the “Picnic on Rio Grande” during the day. 

 Helen went shopping with her little wirework go-cart with wheels and came back with it 

loaded with supplies, etc. She now has a large electric refrigerator, which enables her to stock up 

with meat & vegetables for a week or more. The refrig. in Santa Fe has made her see the 

necessity for this modern convenience. 

HFS diary (?) Thurs., October 30, 1947: Went to Macy’s & bought an 8 ft. 

refrigerator. The one here holds only 2 cu. ft. & meant many trips to market & 

inconvenience when people stopped in for odd meals. Also got a basket on wheels for 

marketing. This will mean much extra time for my own painting, & more freedom to go 

sketching. It seemed worthwhile – far more important than the “new look” in clothes. 

Mine were always longer than the fashion. 

 
1012 “Frueh” is probably the painter and illustrator Alfred J. Frueh (1880-1968).  

1013 “W. Morgan” may be the illustrator Wallace Morgan (1873-1948). 
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 In the late afternoon Aline Rhonie called and gave us an account of her travels the past 

spring and summer. She went to England to look up her friends made during her service in the 

War (with English). She has also been to West Indies and altogether kept up a steady account for 

2 hours. She has rented the house that she bought in Long Island last year so she is stopping in 

Langdon Hotel. 

 

November 2, 1947 In bed late this morning where H. served my breakfast, very restful. I worked 

a while on the “Picnic on Rio G.” which I have hopes for. After lunch H. went up town to see the 

Pepsi-Cola Ex. at the National Acad. Building, after which she went to the Riverside Museum to 

see the ex. of the Women Painters & Sculp., 1014 where she met Magda & Walter Pach and also 

Agnes Richmond1015 and some other friends. She did not arrive back until 7.30 & in a short time 

had a nice supper for me. 

 Cecil (Spike) Bell phoned and tells me that the Freemans, Lydia & Don, have a baby son! 

And an old time student of Henri’s, Bessie Brewer,1016 called. Asked me if she could see us and 

ask as to her going to Santa Fe for benefit of her Asthma. 

 

November 3, 1947 Painting on the “Picnic on Rio Grande” in the morning. 

 
1014 According to The New York Times, the “New York Society of Women Artists” held its 23rd 
annual exhibition at the Riverside Museum in early November 1947.  

1015 The painter Agnes M. Richmond (1870-1964) specialized in portraits of women. 

1016 Bessie Marsh Brewer (1883-1952) was an illustrator for national magazines. 
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 In the afternoon Bessie Brewer, one of the old Henri students, mother of “Sam” Brewer, 

1017 young war correspondent for Chicago Tribune, came to see me and showed me some water 

colors made in recent year at Provincetown - very good. She is aging and quite stout with an 

enlarged liver. She is thinking of going to the South West, perhaps Santa Fe, as she has an 

arthritic condition. 

 After dinner, in evening, Miss Dorothea Kingsland (nee Perkins) with a friend, a girl with 

the Macmillan Pub. Co. We had a view of drawings in letters written by J.B. Yeats to Miss Ann 

Squire1018, who Dorothea had ferreted out in Greenwich Village and who wishes to sell the 

letters. The drawings are very good and Miss K. says that the Harvard College Library is 

interested in having them, and perhaps printing them. I said that I could present those I have if it 

would help purchase of Miss Squire’s collection. To bed at 12 midnight. 

 

November 4, 1947 Helen went out this morning and at Macy’s bought Van Wyck Brooks’s new 

book, The Times of Melville and Whitman. 1019 Also found some reasonably priced shirts for me. 

I painted on the “Picnic.” 

 

 
1017 Sam Pope Brewer (1909?-1976) joined The New York Times in 1945, after covering the 
Spanish Civil War and World War II for the Chicago Tribune.  

1018 Miss Ann Squire is described as “a highly paid interior decorator” by Yeats’s biographer 
William M. Murphy. See Prodigal Father: The Life of John Butler Yeats (Ithaca and London, 
1978), p. 390. The two first met around 1912, after which Yeats wrote to her regularly. It is not 
clear what became of the letters from Yeats in Miss Squire’s possession. Apparently, they did not 
go to Harvard; nor does it appear that Murphy had access to them when preparing his 
biography, which is based largely on the artist’s correspondence. 

1019 Van Wyck Brooks, The Times of Melville and Whitman (New York, 1947). 
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November 5, 1947 Worked on the “Picnic” all day. Helen went shopping with her little hand 

“truck” after lunch.  

 X.J. Barile came in just as she left, bearing gifts as usual. He has found in Passaic, N.J., a 

place that makes a good cigar for 5 cents, 5.00 per hundred. This is cheap today! We waited and 

talked and looked at our J.S. & Helen F. summer work until H. returned, then opened a nice 

bottle of brandy he had brought along and had a few drinks. Helen asked and he accepted her 

invitation to dine with us. She waved her wand and in a few minutes a good dinner with tripe, 

which both B. and I are very fond of, as main dish. We talked until pretty late in the evening. He 

left and we retired for the night. Barile was interested in Bill Bomar who came in before dinner 

for a while. 

 New York is having a much-needed rainy spell. 

 

November 6, 1947 Helen, assisted some by myself, sawed up about 23 panels from large pieces 

of “Presdwood,” which we have had on hand [for] some time. Enough, I should opine, for a good 

winter’s output. I painted a while on the “Picnic.” Antoinette Kraushaar phoned and I talked to a 

Mr. MacKinley1020 Helm… who wants to see me tomorrow. He is with, or writer for, the Atlantic 

Monthly.  

 Helen does her ironing in the evening and we are to have a late dinner. 

 
1020 MacKinley Helm (1896-1963) published a number of articles in Atlantic Monthly in the 
1940s and 50s. [See NY Times obit Apr 8, 47:4].  
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HFS diary (?) Sun., November 9, 1947: Preparing panels for our winter’s work, 

some to fit frames picked up from Chapellier, the picture restorer. Sloan painting on 

“Picnic” picture. It grows in unity of composition & treatment of forms. There had been 

areas disharmonious in point of view – more “natural” & more “geometrical” not yet 

drawn into mutual accord. 

 Ballot for new members of the A. Academy of Arts & Letters arrived - a very poor bill of 

fare, I thought. I voted for Dos Passos1021 and Mahonri Young. Can’t feel that John Taylor Arms 

is much but a craftsman, altho’ he has always put my etchings in Exhibitions and does a great 

work for the Printmakers in general. 

 

November 7, 1947 Worked in the morning on a line of Little N. Mexicans1022 walking hand-in-

hand on an Arroyo Road, the background started October 20th. 

 At noon Mr. MacKinley Helm1023 came and began to make notes on my past. Helen and I 

were able to supply data together. My memory has never been of a dependable sort. Helen asked 

him to lunch and afterward we went upstairs to the studio and got out 30 or 40 paintings. He 

seemed to be really interested as he saw examples of the various stages of my work. 

 
1021 The writer John Dos Passos (1896-1970) and the artist Mahonri Young (1877-1957) were 
both elected to the American Academy of Arts & Letters in 1947. 

1022 Sloan began work on Little New Mexicans, 1947, 1948 (oil on panel, 16 x 20 inches), on his 
sketching trip of October 20, 1947; the present location of the painting is unknown (Elzea 2: 
424). 

1023 Helm was the author of Modern Mexican Painters (New York, 1941).  
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 He said of me - with great seriousness, I hope - “You are the greatest colorist since 

Delacroix.” This is a serious statement and it is a little hard for me to agree, but I must admit that 

I don’t feel able to prove him mistaken! Mr. H. seems to be a sort of specialist on the Mexican 

artists. Rates Orozco above Rivera, and he knows all their work. I have always preferred Rivera. 

I feel that Orozco’s murals overshadow the furniture and even the living occupants of an interior 

- as “felt” (in the corner of the eye). This is an important test. 

 A young man, cousin of his, called for him after 6.30 P.M. Mr. Estler1024 is an artist who 

has no trouble selling most of his work. I’ve not seen it. He has attended “lectures” of mine at the 

A.S. League. 

HFS diary, Fri., November 7, 1947: Helm works with innumerable cards & slips of 

paper, keeping his data regimented as he proceeds. Similar to Brooks, I believe. He has 

been less tiring than most visitors, even good friends - & here seven hours… He is 

really educated & has perspective on contemporary art. 

 

November 8, 1947 A nasty piece of weather - wind and rain. But as I seem to find no necessity 

of going out, I hardly mind it. The fluorescent lights in our studio are satisfactory for painting 

[and] dispel the gloom! 

 Mr. Helm came at about 11 A.M. and we went on with providing him with data for his 

separate cards, part of a system for producing such an article. We told of the $40,000.00 fiasco in 

 
1024 Helm’s artist cousin “Estler” has not been further identified.  
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spring 1929 when Carl Hamilton selected some 20 or more paintings, first payment to be made 

in the fall. The great financial crash intervened - the end of that dream. 1025 

 The printed illustrated circular I sent out offering 12 etchings of New York life for 

$35.00. Sent out 1500 circulars to names selected from Who’s Who and only made two (2) sales! 

C.J. Taylor, then teaching in Carnegie Inst., Pittsbg. [and] another set to C.A. Dana’s Newark 

Museum! The return of Yolande last winter, etc., etc.1026 

 He left after lunch with us. A very charming man with a wisdom about art. He intends to 

return in a week. Lives in Boston [and] California in winter, after November 22. 

HFS diary, Sat., November 8, 1947: A pleasure to dig up material for [Helm], 

especially after the futile work we did for Coates of The New Yorker. Sloan remarks 

later that he feels humble to have reached such a position of importance in America 

without more obvious concern with his work - that the variety of the output will long be a 

source of confusion to critics – that if he had stuck to N.Y. life he might have done 

greater work.  

 Joe Pollet called late in the afternoon. He announces that his wife has divorced him. She 

stuck for 11 or 12 years and there is little Sylvester as offspring! He is rather blue. Had a hard 

summer and his studio is now an expense. He had an adjoining room which he rented for enough 
 

1025 The young collector Carl Hamilton offered to buy thirty-two paintings from Sloan for the 
sum of $41,200. Though well connected, Hamilton was an unscrupulous character. Sloan 
announced the acquisition before receiving payment, and Hamilton backed out of the deal. 

1026 According to Morse, Sloan mailed a brochure or circular announcing the availability of his 13 
“New York City Life” etchings in February 1915; he offered a single signed print for $10 or three 
for $20 (p. 384). He made one sale to the Newark Public Library and another to Charles J. 
Taylor (1855-1929), a well-known painter and illustrator, who was head of the department of 
paintings at Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh, at the time. 
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to pay whole rent. The landlord has taken it over. Helen made the suggestion that we accept one 

of his pictures in lieu of payment of our loan of last spring. Joe agrees to that. 

-- 

[Ink blot between diary pages 11/8 & 11/9 with words Almost perfect Modern abstract A 

great work produced perchance by a cranky pen. The handwriting does seem to add 

something. 

Thought of improving it - Impossible! John Sloan] 

-------- 

 

November 9, 1947 Started repainting the couch cover in the picture “Nude and Aeroplanes” 

painted last spring. Think the change will be a great improvement. Dr. Chas. Farr, H.’s father, 

called this morning and brought us a pheasant he had shot on one of his expeditions recently. It 

goes into H.’s new beautiful refrigerator. 

 Bill Bomar asked us to his studio across the hall. He has bought a new picture by a young 

man, Wm. Kienbusch, 1027 son of wealthy man who does not approve of his being an artist. But 

he, the son, has studied with Stuart Davis and others as well as [spent] a year in Paris. Bill will 

soon be leaving to spend his Christmas at home in Fort Worth. And Joe Reed, Ann and Patty will 

rent [his studio] from him during his absence. 

 
1027 The painter William A. Kienbusch (1914-1980) was best known for his semi-abstract 
depictions of the coast of Maine. (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/william-kienbusch-2618)  

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/william-kienbusch-2618
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 Helen called up the Freemans, who have returned to their apartment on Jones St. with a 

boy baby as an addition to the family! Lydia says all are well. The new owners put them out 6 

months ago on account of remodeling the entire house. 

 A cold day, the first 30-degree record for New York this season. 

 

November 10, 1947 Working on the nude with airplanes in sky (to be called “Circe”) and it 

improves. Helen is busy coating panels of “Prestwood” with 5 coats of gesso, and they look 

beautiful. It will be a busy winter if they are all painted this season. 

 In the evening Martha Simpson1028, one of the little group of art students we met in Santa 

Fe in 1921 or 1920 who had studied at Chicago Inst. with R. Davey and spent the summer - Fred 

Biesel, Frances Strain, Mae Larsen, Lois Wright1029 and Myra Thomas1030 were the rest of the 

party. I painted a “Picnic on the Ridge”1031 in which they appear with W. Shuster & his wife, 

Helen & Dolly and J.S. Her [Martha Simpson’s] husband, named Eastlake1032, came with her. 

They are living here in the Chelsea Hotel. He is a young bearded writer. 

 
1028 Martha Hoit Simpson (1877-1955) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Martha_Hoit_Simpson/10049708/Martha_Hoit_Simpson.asp
x)  

1029 Lois Wright has not been further identified. Probably not the one of Grey Gardens fame. 

1030 Myra Laura Thomas (1882-1963), landscape painter 
(https://www.askart.com/artist/Myra_Laura_Thomas/114744/Myra_Laura_Thomas.aspx)  

1031 The present location of Picnic on the Ridge, 1920 (oil on canvas, 26 ¼ x 35 1/8 inches) is 
unknown (Elzea 633). 

1032 Simpson married the writer William Eastlake (1917-1997) in 1943. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Eastlake)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Martha_Hoit_Simpson/10049708/Martha_Hoit_Simpson.aspx
http://www.askart.com/artist/Martha_Hoit_Simpson/10049708/Martha_Hoit_Simpson.aspx
https://www.askart.com/artist/Myra_Laura_Thomas/114744/Myra_Laura_Thomas.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Eastlake
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 According to them, studios in New York can only be had at exorbitant rentals, $250-$350 

and upward. This makes us think that our $135 per mo. rent will be in danger when the last Govt. 

OPA controls are lifted in March next. It is possible, we believe, to get a 2-years lease with 15% 

increase. The Chelsea Manager has said nothing so far. 

HFS diary, (?) Sat., November 1, 1947: The Chelsea has not demanded the 15% 

increase in rent. We don’t know whether to (voluntarily) expect it & demand a lease for 

several years. The federal & state laws are full of loopholes. This place is ideal for living 

conditions, studio-home, & storage of over 700 pictures. If we had to put them in “open 

storage” it would be very expensive & make impossible the kind of sales that occur in 

the studio, of late work & landscapes – to students, friends, & visitors who come in thro’ 

one contact or another. 

 

November 11, 1947 We worked in the studio morning and afternoon, Helen finishing up the 

panels she has been preparing. I was repainting the figure in the “Circe” panel. I hope that the 

new start will lead to a better thing. This now makes the picture an entirely different thing. 

 We worked after lunch and through the afternoon until young Mr. Estler, who came while 

Mr. Helm was here the other day. He paints and seemed to be interested in many of my paintings 

and said that my later work seemed like the work of a young man experimenting, which comes 

near to the facts except as to the age of the painter.  

He also asked if he could bring to the studio a young man and his mother who have said they 

wished to buy a painting. They are from the west and he feels that a landscape might please 

them. 
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November 12, 1947 Occupied all day, and this means more than 6 hours, repainting on the 

figure of “Circe.” Helen went up to see Miss Kraushaar at the Galleries and had a pleasant talk 

with her. Miss K. asked H. if I could give her an idea for explanatory talk to prospective buyers 

of my later linear textured pictures. The “under and over” principle is the basis, of course. I 

wonder if she has read our Gist of Art. She has some on sale. H. brought home one of my small 

landscapes, circa 1908, to be signed for the owner. 

I put in such a long hard day of effort that I was quite exhausted by night. H. gave me 

some manual treatment for the back and abdomen. Four years now she has done some abdominal 

kneading each night to prevent, if possible, further trouble from intestinal adhesions. If she is not 

an angel, there are no such animals. 

HFS diary, (?) Mon., November 10, 1947: (Bought Rewald book on Seurat at 

Walter Pach’s enthusiastic advice.) We feel Sloan’s linear surface technique more 

important in principle, purpose & result than Seurat’s “divisionism.” I wish Rewald could 

see Sloan’s late work: he might understand. A. Kraushaar needs some explanation of 

the relation of Seurat & the past, which she can convey to others, [&?] if she is to 

believe in the work, & sell it. I tell Sloan I hope he can live to see the Modern Museum 

come to recognize his late work. Not too soon – if there were a demand for it he would 

be disturbed in his working. 

 

November 13, 1947 In bed for breakfast, as is usual. I got up about 9.30 A.M. 
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 Worked morning and afternoon on the “Picnic on Rio Grande.” The “Going is quite 

tough,” but “Hope springs eternal,” and “While there is life, there is hope.” End quotes. 

 For dinner we invited Walter & Magda Pach and Dr. Charles F. and Mrs. We had a nice 

dinner by H. and spent a merry evening, broken occasionally by some discussion of art matters. 

 This afternoon H. stopped in to see the Don Freemans. Their baby boy was not there. He 

had been sent to a Hospital, is suffering with a dangerous infantile diarrhea. This is not a hopeful 

case.1033 

 Max Eastman, 1034 whom I have not seen for years, came in to see if we had a photo of me 

of the 1912-13 period. He is writing an autobiography. He wants to use my picture in connection 

with the reorganization of The Masses magazine.1035 We made him first editor when we took it 

over from P. Vlag, who had it as an organ of a Socialist Cooperative. 

 

November 14, 1947 Worked this morning and afternoon on the “Picnic” picture. There is still 

hope. I am quite weary and footsore from standing long hours at the work. 

 Cecil Bell and Agatha called on phone and H. invited them to come to dinner in the 

evening. They brought a nice bottle of Port wine and we had a jolly meal, a delicious chicken 

and rice by Helen. 
 

1033 The Freemans’ baby died in late November 1947, according to Helen’s diary.  

1034 Max Eastman became the editor of The Masses in late 1912. Sloan’s photograph was included 
in Eastman’s memoir Enjoyment of Living (New York and London, 1948). 

1035 Piet Vlag and Rufus Weeks, Vlag’s silent partner and financial backer, first published the The 
Masses in January 1911. The magazine itself was conceived as a nonprofit workers’ cooperative, 
with all stock owned by the contributing editors. 
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 Bells had stopped by appointment at the Freemans, but no one answered the door. We are 

afraid that the baby has reached a serious stage. 

 

November 15, 1947 Working on the “Picnic on R.G.” in the morning, making considerable 

alterations in the lighted areas with mixed white (tempera and oil). I am feeling some letdown as 

result of long hours of work, so I am easing up today. 

 After lunch-dinner H. went down to see the Ryder ex. at Whitney museum. 1036 Strange 

that this show should be held there as the Met. is to have no contemporaries after the late 

agreement.1037 The Whitney is to store all contemporary work, which takes all my four pictures 

out of the Met. and stuffs them into the impossibly small Whitney galleries, or more likely 

storerooms. H. says my “6th Ave. & 3rd St.”1038 is now on view. This has been owned by Whit. 

for some time. 

 In the evening an Art History student instructor at New York University named Karl (or 

Carl) called to talk about what he called the “Ash Can school.” I hate this phrase used by Art 

Young in re the Masses drawings by Stuart Davis, Glenn Coleman, myself and others who 

objected to editors changing social satire in drawing by giving them “Social Revolutionary” 

 
1036 A centennial exhibition of the work of Albert Pinkham Ryder (1847-1917) was on view at the 
Whitney Museum of American Art through November 30, 1947.  

1037 In the fall of 1947 three New York City museums—the Metropolitan, the Modern, and the 
Whitney—announced a program whereby they would exchange works of art so that each might 
fulfill a separate and clearly defined role in presenting art to the public. The transfer never took 
place, and there are now six paintings by Sloan in the Metropolitan’s collection. 

1038 The Whitney Museum of American Art acquired Sixth Avenue Elevated and Third Street, 
1926, 1928 (alternate title: Sixth Avenue and Third Street, oil on canvas, 30 x 40 inches) in 1936 
(Elzea 2: 286-87). 
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titles. Art Young, great cartoonist, wanted more political slant. Said that when we put an ashcan 

in a drawing we thought it became “socially conscious.” 

 Mr. Karl1039 is at work on a thesis for “Ph.D.” and has taken us - and is going to decide 

whether we started the social conscious movement. The aggravating thing is that this ashcan 

epithet has been applied to paintings. 

 We took him to the studio, upstairs, and showed him many paintings to disabuse his 

mind, if possible, of the idea that any really so-called “ideology” was at work, in the present day 

political sense. 

 H. dropped in to see Freemans who report their baby boy as much better [but] still in 

hospital. 

 

November 16, 1947 Helen kept me abed, after giving me breakfast therein, until 11 A.M. 

Worked a little on the “Picnic Rio G.” but took H.’s advice and went easy all day. 

 I feel no great hope for Russian Communism. The iron rule of a minority may be all right 

for Russia, but it must not be used here any more than it is at present. Socialism I still hope for, 

and perhaps the English attempt by the present Labor govt. is the beginning. Since they are 

elected democratically, they may be ousted. But I feel that, “like waves on the shore, they will 

return.” 

 

 
1039 The art history student “Karl (or Carl)” has not been identified. 
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November 17, 1947 Started in the morning lifting the lights on the “Circe” (nude & planes) 

using mixed white scumbles, and set it aside to dry again. 

 After lunch H. went downtown and got a strip inside [?] to make 24 x 30 [frame?] [to] 

hold the 20 x 28 “Picnic” panel. I worked on the “Picnic” and then went on with the little 16 x 20 

panel of the little native kids coming along the arroyo road, started off the Nambé road in 

October. 

[sketches] 

 

November 18, 1947 Worked on both “Picnic” and the children on road in arroyo during the day. 

At 5 in the afternoon we left to go far uptown to have dinner with Harry and Madeline Neely. A 

long subway ride, and we got confused a bit. Got off a perfectly good train and finding our 

mistake had to wait for the next. We repeated this mistake on our way home. 

 We had a fine dinner with roast beef, which is a very expensive rarity these days. We 

have not had it for almost years. Neely is trying to modify his style of writing Detective stories to 

suit the demands of the time! A tough undertaking. Mrs. Neely’s mother is living with them - a 

very likable old Irish lady with white hair, smiling kindly. A pleasant evening of conversation 

and no drinks, which was enjoyable of itself. 

 Stopped in across the hall and saw Bill Bomar, who leaves by ‘plane in the morning. 
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November 19, 1947 Helen has asked B. Bomar to have his breakfast with us, so we got up at 

7.30 A.M. B. is feeling shocked from a dental operation of a few days ago. He left to catch a 9.30 

plane for Ft. Worth. 

 My lucky star saved me this morning. As Helen was leaving to go up to her mother’s, 

[there was] a crash in the studio above us, and we rushed up to find the entire fluorescent light 

equipment had detached from the ceiling and lay broken on the floor, not 2 feet away from where 

I might have been standing at my easel! 

 After enjoying a lunch, which H. had prepared for me, I gave up most of the afternoon to 

watching and occasionally helping an electrician for whom I had phoned. He installed the holder 

of the 4-48 inch lights in a much safer way, drilling holes for bolts in a steel bracing of the 

ceiling girders. 

 Helen returned about 5.30 and tells me that she had solved her mother’s troubles in 

storing books in cases. 

 Charge for repairs on the fluorescent lights - $19.08. 

 

November 20, 1947 Helen went out shopping for a small table for B. Bomar’s apt. This is an 

improvement for the comfort of the Reeds who are due to arrive and occupy B.B.’s apt. 

 I was working on the five little kids walking along road in arroyo, but work went very 

slowly. Helen came back to give me lunch, and in the afternoon H. went over to do a little 

special cleaning in B.B’s. The hotel help are not very thorough - far from it… 
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 Thinking of E. Shinn, whom I met last at Mrs. Glackens’s annual show [of] W.G.’s work. 

He told me he could sell all the “Clown pictures” he could paint! He has lived to reap the field 

that he deserted nearly forty years ago in order to make money. He painted pseudo Watteau 

decorations. Wrote a couple of farces, and after amusing his friends at his house, they were put 

on the stage. He was Art Director of a moving picture. And produced many colored illustrations 

and worse black & white. Always in need of plenty of money, he got it [and] spent it. Had 3 

divorces. All this excusable if he had gone on with his earlier and better paintings and pastels. 

Now, since the so-called “8” have been established in Art history, he is painting poor imitations 

of his early theatrical subjects. He is 71 years old and I, and others, think he looks older than the 

other leftover of the group (J.S.). He gives romantic accounts of the old days. There is, here and 

there, beginning a desire to have the “8” in collections of art! They can start nicely with an E. 

Shinn “Clown.” 

 

November 21, 1947 H. Leaving me in bed (reading Balzac by Stefan Zweig1040, a fine 

biography, which makes me somewhat regret my sale of the complete works. I have read them 

all but perhaps would like to read them again). Went uptown to consult her physician. She has 

symptoms, which indicate advisability of an examination. 

 H. returned with the rather serious news that she must have further examination at the 

hospital next Friday. I have a bit of a shock. Helen says she is “angry” at the condition and is her 

own brave quiet self. We both have hope that all will be well. An operation will perhaps be 

necessary. 

 
1040 Stefan Zweig, Balzac, translated by William and Dorothy Rose (New York, 1946).  
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 X.J. Barile came to see us late in the afternoon and we were glad of his visit. He brought 

a jug of red wine and we sat and talked for 2 hours or more. He is entertaining and helped us to 

forget our apprehensions.  

 Helen sent a small picture in oil and I sent a drawing (1913) to an auction for benefit of 

an organization for Colored People.1041 

HFS diary Fri., November 21, 1947: I was rather staggered [by the news from Dr. 

Roper] but took it calmly. By the time I got home [I] was not as calm & took some rum 

and claret. Visitors helped over the first few hours & I got Dr. Ajemian to give me some 

amytal so I could think without giving way to nerves. Gave Sloan a pill & he slept OK… I 

was so mad at the inconvenience, how to care for Sloan in my absence, how much to 

consider possibility of passing out on the table, etc. Decided to tell Daddy after all… 

 

November 22, 1947 Helen decided to let Dr. Chas. Farr, her father, know about her physical 

trouble, so left this morning to call at his office. 

She was sent by Charles to Dr. Frank Smith, a good surgeon who after exam. said that 

she must have a little operation. As he feels it cannot be very serious, she feels more easy in 

mind.1042 

 I painted very little today. 

 
1041 The benefit auction that Sloan refers to has not been identified. 

1042 Helen wrote several years later about her operation, which “showed that the uterus had 
always been out of place.” “There was no malignancy,” she explained; [it was] “really an 
orthopedic condition, or mechanical” (HFS notes). 
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 We expected the Joe Reeds from Santa Fe to arrive by ‘plane from Kansas City this 

evening at 10.30. Helen phoned at 11.30 and was told that the plane went up to Boston on 

account of the thick weather. It has been dark & rainy all day after a series of beautiful clear 

days. 

 

November 23, 1947 Helen rose late and I stayed in bed as usual. We knew Reeds would need 

rest as we heard from the hotel desk that they had got in at 4 A.M. They came over (across the 

hall) to see us about 11 o’clock. H. had left them supplies of milk, eggs, oranges and so forth. 

 Little Patricia had endured the trip very well. The plane had to go on to Boston [as] 

weather prevented landing at La Guardia field. After showing them over our studio, H. made a 

nice dinner for all. 

 Dr. F. Smith phoned Helen that she should to go the N.Y. Hospital tomorrow [at] 3 P.M. 

Her father & mother called in afternoon and the Reeds came over to meet them… Don and Lydia 

Freeman dropped in at about 6… And again she made an evening meal for 6 of us! She should 

enjoy her rest in hospital! … 

 

November 24, 1947 Helen left for the N.Y. Hospital at 2.15 this afternoon with all possible 

advance arrangements for my welfare at home. The refrigerator is full of prepared items so that I 

hope to be able to manage for myself. At 3.20 H. phoned that she was all comfortable in a nice 

room. The doctor is to operate tomorrow. 
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HFS diary, Mon., November 24, 1947: Got off to hospital, leaving Sloan OK and 

myself calm, which helps him, I think… I have phone in room so I can call home. Have 

left gelatin salad & desserts for Sloan. Notes to friends to have them visit & cook for him 

occasionally. 

 X.J. Barile stopped in at 5 o’clock and then called on Joe Reeds across the way. I dressed 

and went up to the meeting of the Am. Inst. [of] A. & L. where after cocktails we had a 

discussion of candidates for membership. Proposed art members - D. Garber1043 & Max 

Weber1044 - brought out differences of opinion. I spoke against Garber and gave M. Weber credit 

as having a good influence [as] part of the [“modern”] medicine (which has now become a dope 

habit) 1045. K.H. Miller and Reg. Marsh strongly against Weber. Redfield was a proposer of 

Garber. We were always on the opposite sides of their approval of my remarks. Said to Franklin 

P. Adams who, like me, wonders how he ever got into the Institute: “I’m like the old monk of 

Siberia to whom life grew wearier and wearier. So I spring from my cell with a hell of a yell and 

go out to show I’m superior.” 

 Well, anyhow, it’s all good fun. And I suggested to someone that we all resign, propose 

ourselves for renewed membership, and fight it all over again. J. Taylor Arms has been elected to 

the Academy, the “cream.” He is a hard worker but is given too much consideration. His work is 

 
1043 The painter Daniel Garber (1880-1958) was elected to the National Institute of Arts and 
Letters in 1948. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Garber)  

1044 The painter Max Weber (1881-1961) was not elected to the Institute until 1955. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Weber_(artist))  

1045 The medicine to which Sloan refers (“which has now become a dope habit”) is modernist 
abstraction.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Garber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Weber_(artist))
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very boring. I suggested that we form a new upper crème de la crème, a handful set above us all. 

Came home to be lonely. Thought of phoning H. in hospital but it was 11.30 P.M.  

 

November 25, 1947 [star doodle] 

 Dr. Charles Farr, Helen’s father, called me on the phone at 11.30 this morning and told 

me that H. had come through the operation in perfect shape and that there were no indications of 

any further trouble. For this I give thanks to life and nature! I did not go to the Amer. Acad. of 

Arts & Letters Meeting and luncheon today. 

 A lady from Downtown Community School picked up “Table Top” for a benefit sale of 

pictures Dec 5…  

 Miss Roux Modjeska, 1046 the dancer-model, called in the afternoon. She comes to pose 

next Monday. Walter Pach also came in about 5 o’clock and while he was entertaining me with 

art incidents, Helen called from the Hospital. It was wonderful to hear her voice and know that 

she has passed the ordeal! Lydia & Don Freeman brought some Hamburger Steak. I had some in 

the refrigerator, which is groaning with good things. Lydia cooked dinner and we had a nice 

time. They left to see how their sick little boy baby is getting on in hospital. They still hope for 

him. 

 

November 26, 1947 I awoke late, after ten, and H. called me from the hospital. 

 
1046 The model Miss Modjeska (or Modeska) is referred to earlier as “Leah Roux.” Modjeska may 
have been her “professional name” (see diary entry, May 5, 1948). 
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 Joe Reed and Ann now have very bad colds, so Ann won’t be able to cook the turkey 

tomorrow. Phoned Don Freeman but he and Lydia have already a dinner date for Thanksgiving 

Day. Then phoned W. Pach. Magda comes back tonight and he promises for her to come early 

and cook our turkey for a 5 o’clock dinner, inviting Dr. Farr and “mother.” Later “Spike” Bell 

called and asked me to dine here with them on Friday. I accepted and then found in Helen’s date 

book that I had to go to Flor. McCormick’s! …I called up Bells and they made it Saturday.  

I dawdled the afternoon away working a while. Toward evening Joe Reed came over and 

asked me to visit across the hall, where he poured a couple of highballs. Helen called on the 

phone and told me that Dr. Farr would pick me up in his car tomorrow morning and take me up 

to see her! Then Don & Lydia Freeman called and came to fix me a supper from my refrigerator, 

which is so well stocked that I am dazed and puzzled as to what to choose. 

 

November 27, 1947 A Real Thanksgiving Day 

 In spite of the fact that the turkey still is nesting in the icebox due to the news that Magda 

Pach arrived home too ill to cook him, this has been a day of real Thanksgiving for me. I painted 

for a couple of hours after Helen had phoned me in the morning. And Mrs. Farr had also phoned 

that I could see Helen, that Charles would stop with his car at 3 P.M. and take me to the Hospital. 

(The Reeds took little Patricia out in the morning to see the Macy’s Parade.) 

Dr. Farr called at 3 o’clock and left me at the E. 68th St. entrance to the N.Y. Hospital. 

On the seventh floor a nurse directed me to H.’s room. I stepped in and there she lay, looking so 

lovely. She was glad to see me and while she has had some pains from gas she is really doing 

finely. There was not much to say, but we were both happy. Her nurse met me outside and told 
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me that H. is a very good patient. Dr. Farr then took me to their apartment and Helen’s mother 

cooked a large pheasant and we had a nice dinner. He drove me back to the “Chelsea” at 9 

o’clock. 

 The Turkey problem is still unsolved! 

 

November 28, 1947 Helen called in the morning and reported that she was getting on nicely. An 

elderly man, a model for many artists & schools, Mr. Kirchner1047, came in looking for work, so I 

gave him 3 Sunday mornings in December 

 Florence McCormick called to remind me of a dinner engagement at her apt. [at] 10 

Gracie Sq. uptown. Mrs. Neely also called and hearing of my uncooked turkey said she’d be glad 

to come down Saturday afternoon and prepare a dinner, [I] having already accepted Cecil Bell & 

Agatha’s invitation to go to dinner that eve. I will ask them to dine here. 

 I went up to see Helen in the hosp. [and] she is doing nicely. I stayed until after 5 and 

then went to visit Dr. & Mrs. Farr for a while, then Dr. Farr took me in the car to 10 Gracie 

Square. A wonderful apartment house alongside the river where Florence McCormick has got 

herself beautifully installed, looking over the East River…  

 Good drinks followed later by a fine roast beef dinner. The Guests [were] “Bunny” 

Barnett, an old girl friend of Florence - Fred Leighton, whom I met long ago in Santa Fe, [and] 

 
1047 William Kirchner came for the first time to model for Sloan on Sunday, December 7, 1947.  
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his beautiful wife, Juanita - Witter Bynner & Bob Hunt.1048 The latter and I stayed until 3 A.M., 

not realizing the time, then, in Bynner’s car, [went] down to the Chelsea. They came up with me. 

It was going on to 5 A.M. when they left. 

 

November 29, 1947 Woke about 10 A.M. and shortly thereafter Helen called me, reporting that 

she is doing well. She has arranged for Agatha Bell and Madeline Neely to fix the turkey dinner 

for me this evening. Agatha came in about 12.30 and wanted to fix a lunch for me but I had no 

desire for any food. I have had several long glasses of fruit juices & tomato juice. 

 By mail I was pleased to receive the bound government issue of “To secure these 

Rights,” the president’s committee’s report. The sender is John Sloan Dickey, Pres. of 

Dartmouth Col. and a member of the committee. The report is a wonderful document.1049 

 Madeline Neely came about 4 o’clock and started to prepare the turkey and Agatha Bell 

arrived a little later and began her part of the work of preparation. Harry Neely came later, 

followed by “Spike” Bell. The kitchen was full of the talk of the girls, who were becoming 

friends. The same as Bill and I listen to Neely’s talk on radio experiences and his astronomical 

hobby. The dinner was a great success, and without any alcoholic aid we were quite merry 

during the evening. 

 
1048 Guests of Florence McCormick - “Bunny” Barnett (lived at 375 Park Ave.), Fred Leighton 
whom Sloan met long ago in Santa Fe [and] his beautiful wife, Juanita  

Helen? check 

1049 The United States Government Printing Office issued To Secure These Rights: The Report of 
the President’s Commmittee on Civil Rights in 1947. A fifteen-member committee prepared the 
report in accordance with instructions received from President Truman. Sloan’s cousin John S. 
Dickey was a member of that committee. 
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 Our friend [Lee?] Jackson joined us after dinner. (He went to the Luks school while I 

taught there after G.B. Luks died.) 

 At about 11 o’clock we separated. Neelys went home and the Bells took me with them to 

their home on the heights of Staten Island… 

 

November 30, 1947 Off to a good start [this] First Sunday in Advent. 

 After a very good night’s sleep and breakfast, Bell went up to his workroom to start a 

drawing for his commercial designing work. Agatha and I took a walk with the able assistance of 

their Irish setter, “Rusty,” on a leash. Later came a good dinner after which Agatha (instructed by 

Helen) insisted that I take a nap. I did so. 

 After a very good supper Spike returned to his chore and Agatha & I listened to a 

dramatic program on the radio. We were joined by Bell at 10.30 and by 11 o’clock we all turned 

in. 

 Cecil (Spike) Bell’s work, of which I saw recent examples, is, I believe, improving in 

color. The subject matter is the life on the shore of Staten Island, ferry boats and the life of the 

people. Their house, as I have noted before, is very beautifully situated on the heights 

overlooking the “narrows.” They are building a garage and have hopes that the car they ordered 

months ago may be theirs sometime soon. 

 There is practically a “black market” in cars. List Price with an “under the counter” 

payment of additional hundreds! 
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December 1, 1947 Up early and Bell and I left by the ferry to New York and Agatha went to her 

job teaching dress design, etc., in the Public School (high school, perhaps) on Staten Island.  

The sights from the crowded ferryboat are very beautiful and good picture material. 

 We parted at 23rd Street and I got to our hotel and apartment in time to receive the model 

I had engaged for 9.30, Miss Leah Modjeska. Joe Reed came across the hall to join me in 

drawing this morning. We drew Modjeska posed [and] I did about four pretty poor drawings. At 

12.30 Miss Modjeska made lunch for me and, of course, joined me in eating it. Helen called - or 

was it I? - at about 1 o’clock. She is feeling well and later in the day phoned again telling me that 

she has engaged a newcomer to America, [a] German girl, to do the work in the place after H. 

comes home and starting Thursday 10 A.M. 

 I ate a light supper and drank two or three glasses of fruit juice. I spent the evening 

listening to radio. 

 

December 2, 1947 Our model came late. Joe Reed on time. I find that he at one time taught 

Anatomy. This explains his progress in figure painting. I called Helen and she says she is feeling 

fine, slept right through the night. Wonderful and glorious to think that she will return to me on 

Saturday. She won’t be able to give much personal attention to matters, but she is a good 

director. 
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 A lady called [and] said that she would like to get the (Helen) “At the Mirror” 1050 picture, 

which Foster of New Masses tried to sell out west. I said it would be all right - 600.00 (50 

percent). Leah Modjeska made my lunch. She has a friend who bought a G. Rouault1051 picture, 

10 x 12 - subject Lilies of the Valley from [L.R.?] - in a street market in Paris 15 or so years ago. 

Pach in ans. to my telephone inquiry said it was hardly likely. A letter from W. Shuster says he’s 

working. 

 Ruth Martin and her “boss,” “Berry” Glover, arrived at 5.30, and they started to prepare a 

supper from the untouched half of the turkey. We asked the Reeds to come over and Ann Reed 

helped. We had a pleasant, merry evening and Reeds stayed after Glover & Ruth left. We sat up 

until after 2 A.M. 

 

December 3, 1947 I slept until 10 o’clock. Called Helen and she reports progress. I took another 

nap after the hotel maid had fixed up the rooms. Scratched up a light lunch-breakfast and at 2 

o’clock traveled up to 68th St. to see Helen. I found her looking serene and beautiful sitting up in 

bed with a nice bed jacket someone had given her. 

 While there, Kay [Von] Minckwitz from Philadelphia, Helen’s longtime friend, arrived 

on a special visit just to see Helen. We stayed until after 4 P.M., then I and Kay got downtown 

 
1050 The “At the Mirror” picture to which Sloan refers is Nude at Blue Dressing Table, 1946 (oil 
on panel, 20 x 16 inches), in which Helen is pictured from the back, with her upper torso 
reflected in a rectangular mirror in front of her. The painting, which was never sold, is now part 
of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1177).  

1051 The French painter Georges Rouault (1871-1957) was associated with the “Fauves,” who first 
exhibited their work together in Paris in 1905 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges_Rouault)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges_Rouault
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by taxi and she came to the Chelsea and together we made a good dinner. The turkey played an 

important part, of course. She left a little past eight o’clock to return to Philad’a. 

 Then the sculptor Vagis came in after phoning and showed photos of his really fine 

carving in a 4-ton granite glacier boulder of Men & Women soldiers of the last war under the 

wings of an eagle. He wished me to suggest how he might have it given a showing in N.Y.C.! I 

told him that since he had been sponsored while making it by the local Long Island Amer. 

Legion Post, he should get some higher-up officers of that Legion to help in the idea. 

 

December 4, 1947 The young German girl H. had engaged came at 8 o’clock. I was not up so on 

the house phone told her to come at 10, as H. had told me to expect. [She is] Elizabeth 

Badenbach. Joe Reed and I drew from Miss M., the model, until 12.30. “Elizabeth” had my 

lunch ready and we lunched together. She says that she has an artist uncle in Germany named 

Nückel (I think it was) 1052. Her mother and father have been in U.S. for 20 years. She was living 

with her grandmother in old country. She is quite pretty and as to her cooking, it seems all right, 

and she keeps the kitchen very, very clean. Agatha Bell phoned that she has a bad cold so will 

not come to cook dinner tomorrow evening. Lizabeth had a nice dinner for me [with] the turkey 

well known to me featured in the repast.  

 In the evening Florence McCormick called to invite us to New Years Eve Dinner - either 

or both of us. She approved of a suggestion to have loan ex. of paintings in her new apartment, 

which has fine plain walls. Interesting to note that the gentle, soft-eyed German girl was visibly 

 
1052 The German artist Otto Nückel (1888-1956) was active in Munich. 
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interested and in full accord with some strong statements of mine in advocation of the anarchistic 

theories, which I think are the ultimate hope of humanity. 

 

December 5, 1947 Helen called from hospital this morning. Says that she will be allowed to 

walk in the corridor today. She will not be home with me until next Monday or Tuesday, a 

disappointment to me as I had hoped to have her home tomorrow. [We had] a short note from 

Shuster wishing her well…  

 After lunch, as suggested by Helen in her instruction to Elizabeth, I took a nap [of] 

perhaps an hour. Toward late afternoon I began sneezing and my nose began to “drip” - so that 

when H. called I told her, and she ordered me to get Dr. Ajemian. I did so and he gave me 3 

prescriptions, which, after giving me a good dinner, Elizabeth took out and had filled. Came 

back, finished her work, and then picked up the med. and paid for it along with Drug Store bill to 

date… 

 Elizabeth tells me that she was a full registered nurse in Germany. Has training in 

callisthenic therapy for shellshock, etc., has done Hypodermic work, etc. She has been at night 

with two old ladies on call at 15 dollars a week, but is going to give up the job - quite rightly, I 

think. 

HFS diary, Fri., December 5, 1947: Sloan phones he is sneezing. I insist on Dr. 

Ajemian & talk to the Dr. myself. Thank goodness [I] have Miss Badenbach there to 

attend to things. I am pretty weepy all night over Sloan… 
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December 6, 1947 This day I spent in bed as per orders of Helen and Dr. Ajemian. Fraulein 

Elizabet served me fruit juices, a good lunch, fruit juices and a good dinner. She has the kitchen 

quarters looking spick and span and is so quiet and sweet that she would make a nice permanent 

fixture, useful and ornamental. 

 Dr. Ajemian called in the evening and found me much better. I asked him to try my blood 

pressure. He did so and reported, “120, pressure of a young man.” I had the radio on during the 

evening and was regaled by 2 or 3 good “murder” dramas, falling to sleep like an infant after a 

nice phone call by Helen, who says she will be home Monday! 

HFS diary, Sat., December 6, 1947: Sloan in bed with medication. Thank 

goodness the German girl sticks on the job. He had worked in cold studio - & not been 

eating properly & depression, etc. – more a psychological cold. I phoned Ann Reed to 

assure her I knew he did not get it from them. 

 

December 7, 1947 Joe Reed came over and we both worked from William Kirchner. I did so 

without haste or fatigue. Started a tempera monochrome on cardboard with gesso coating. Joe 

painted direct in oil but was dissatisfied with his work. Elizabeth came, as I had ordered, at 10 

A.M. Dr. Ajemian came up to the studio for my final examination to report to H. (the Goddess 

behind the machinery). Eliz. had a nice dinner for me at 1 o’clock. Showed me drawings by her 

uncle named Nückel in Germany. I lay down afterward for an hour. [Then] X.J.B. called on me, 

and I talked with him over one glass of sherry and a glass of tomato juice. He left to drop in on 

the Reeds across the hall. 
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 Mr. Kirchner is a proud German American “professional model.” 1053 He had with him a 

small bag from which he pulled a variety of shirts, trousers, hats, etc., stating that he had much 

more costume equipment in his tiny windowless room in the Bowery. He never drinks. 

HFS diary, Sun., December 7, 1947: Sloan well enough to be up at work with 

model. Dr. had taken his blood pressure yesterday – 120 – this cures his lonely fears of 

high blood pressure. Dr. A. says it is safe for me to come home tomorrow. 

[I am] walking – until I double up in tears. Daddy says some people have more 

pain with this operation… Nurse says some patients weep for 2 weeks with it, & Dr. 

Smith says I have been good patient. They tell you almost nothing. 

 

December 8. 1947 A little after noon Helen came home. Her father and her nurse, in Dr. Farr’s 

car, had brought her from the hospital. It was wonderful to have her, the mainspring of my life. 

Elizabeth had a nice dinner ready by about 1 o’clock and H.’s nurse, Miss Utecht (Dutch 

ancestry), a nice competent woman, made her comfortable. She walks slowly about the rooms 

but is in some pain. Helen’s rearranged interior furniture has to become used to their proper 

places. We went over to Reeds. Joe had given us a nice bunch of flowers to greet H.’s 

homecoming. Ann Reed and Patricia came in shortly. 

HFS diary, Mon., December 8, 1947: I am able to keep good appearance with 

some sherry. Dr. Smith has unofficially recommended 2 cocktails a day, & or port. 

 
1053 The model Kirchner began posing this day for a half-length portrait, Portrait of a Man, 1947, 
1948 (oil on cardboard, 26 x 20 inches), which is now part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 1211). 
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After rest in bed, to Reeds for a visit with drinks. 

 At supper Eliz., Helen and I sat down to a very good meal. And after cleaning up things 

Eliz. went home. I tried to mend the rusted bathroom scales and gave them their quietus. 

 

December 9, 1947 Sent in ballot for New Members of the Am. Inst. Arts & Lets. Voted for 

Weber [and] against Garber - in Lit… for P. Colum and B. de Voto [and] against 

Hammerstein1054 and J.H. Wheelock – [in]… Music [for] V. Thompson.1055 

 Breakfast served to H. and I about 9 A.M. After lunch - very good - by Elizabeth 

Badenbach, who sits with us at table, and we are slowly learning about her - I worked a while on 

the “Picnic on Rio Grande” and on toning the frame for it. 

 After a good dinner we listened to radio. Agatha Bell talked to H. on the phone and Mary 

F. Roberts also called. Helen alternates with sitting up and lying in bed as instructed by Dr. 

Smith. A group of Carnations was sent to Helen from Van Wyck Brooks. 

HFS diary, Tues., December 9, 1947: Sloan begins to realize that I have duped 

him about the pain. He is good about bringing me a drink when I get bad ones at 

mealtime or when trying to move around…  

 

 
1054 Oscar Hammerstein II (1895-1960) librettist known for collaborating with Richard Rodgers on 
musicals such as Oklahoma and South Pacific (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Hammerstein_II)  

1055 Padraic Colum, Bernard De Voto (1897-1955), John Hall Wheelock (1886-1978), and Virgil 
Thompson (1896-1989) were all elected to the National Institute of Arts and Letters in 1948. 
Oscar Hammerstein II was not elected until 1950. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Hammerstein_II
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December 10. 1947 Helen is picking up slowly. She suffers some pain but gets up at lunch & 

dinner and moves with care about the rooms. 

 In the afternoon we had a visit from Dr. Helm of Boston, who is working on the article on 

J.S. for the Atlantic Monthly. We gave him some of the gayer episodes in my career - the playing 

of Trilby (“Twillbe”), etc. We kept him interested until 5.30 P.M. and suggested that he might 

get an outsider’s view by a visit to Walter Pach. He said that he would try to see Pach tomorrow. 

HFS diary, Wed., November 10, 1947: Dr. Helm phones & comes in for P.M. I sit 

around swigging sherry & then have the decanter brought to them. Sloan is nervous 

through the interview. I manage to control the conversation & have incidents told for the 

personal “local color” Dr. Helm wants for his article. [I] survive the 3 hr. visit with 

considerable alcoholic assistance. 

 After dinner the Reeds came in and stopped for a couple of hours. They said they would 

like to see a Greenwich Village Italian Restaurant. I may go tomorrow evening with them. 

 John Carroll Mucus Nudes fresh blown from the nostrils of the Almighty.1056 

 

December 11, 1947 Worked a short spell on the “Picnic.” Helen is bravely suffering a great deal 

altho getting up for lunch - and in the P.M. doing much attending to correspondence. Magda 

 
1056 The painter John Carroll (1892-1959) was apparently best known as a portraitist; he taught 
at the Art Students League in the late 1920s and from 1944 until the end of his career. Meaning 
of “Mucus Nudes fresh blown from the nostrils of the Almighty”? See article in 
American Artist, vol. 51 (March 1987), pp. 46-51+ 

Hilton Brown, “Fame and Fortune in the Art World,” American Artist, March 1987, pp. 46-51, 80-83. 
John Carroll’s painting Summer Afternoon (1937, Maier Museum of Art) is featured on page 51. 
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Pach called on her toward evening and Helen had supper alone while I went with the Reeds 

down to the Greenwich Village section & found a good Italian Restaurant on MacDougal St. I 

was not sure whether I was guest or host. I did suggest wine as being a necessary adjunct to 

Italian meal. There was no preliminary cocktails as I would have ordered had I felt that I was 

host. Joe paid the check! 

 I left them to go on to the opening of the “Audubon Artists,” where some thousands of 

hopefuls send paintings & pay $3.00 to be, in the main, rejected by the jury - and where a show 

of 600 paintings is made up of “300 members” (who pay) and about 300 accepted “suckers.” The 

greater part of the expenses is born by the thousands who are rejected, a contrast to the Soc. of 

Ind. Artists where 5.00 insures hanging without preferences. There is no place in N.Y.C where a 

fair-to-all show could be hung. 

HFS diary, Thurs., December 11, 1947: Day of terrible nervous exhaustion. 

Sloan putters through [dish?] for hours looking for key to his toy taxi. The sound of 

paper rustling nearly kills me, also his chewing gum. Manage to contain myself & stay in 

bed until late P.M. 

Magda Pach calls – Dr. Helm visit[ed] them last night for data on article. She 

coughs now & then. I hope she does not have a cold. She would not come to see me if 

she did – surely! 

 

December 12, 1947 An uneventful day. I worked on the “Picnic Rio G.” picture. 
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 Helen has occasional periods of acute pain 17 days after the operation, but the doctors say 

this is what was to be expected. 

HFS diary, Fri., December 12, 1947: [I] struggle out of bed a while [and] attend to 

correspondence, bills – Read trash. Everything still in a daze of confusion – more tiring 

to be at home – but good to be on hand with Sloan & in my own place with the 

pictures… Sloan less nervous now – with me at home. He is back at work in studio. I 

am too dazed to “see” what goes on in the work. 

 

December 13, 1947 Helen seems to have less recurrence of pains today. 

 I worked on the “Picnic” picture for a while but feel that it still needs something. The 

frame I have is not at all favorable to it. 

 In the afternoon a Mrs. Bernstein came to pick up a small nude panel – “Cold in the 

Studio” – girl leaning toward fireplace in my big studio in the annex to the Judson Hotel, painted 

from a drawing at that time.1057 This is contributed for sale on 50% basis benefit of the Chelsea 

Branch of PCA, Progressive Citizens of America, of which we are members. 

 Dr. & Mrs. Farr came in and brought a pheasant he had shot. 

 
1057 Sloan’s description of the small nude panel “Cold in the Studio” seems to correspond with 
the painting entitled Nude and Copper Cat, Fireplace, 1942 (oil on cardboard, 13 3/16 x 17 ½ 
inches), which was sold in 1990. Benefit sale for the Chelsea Branch of PCA, 
Progressive Citizens of America [check PCA newspaper]. 
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Joe & Ann and Patricia Reed also stopped and had some claret with us. After dinner our 

nice German girl went over to Reeds to sit with the little girl while Reeds went up to see a 

midget Auto Race. 

 A check from Kraushaar’s for the old painting made my first year in New York – “Spring 

in Madison Square,” bought by Mr. Keeley [Keighley] of Hollywood. Price 3500.00, less 

commission 30% = 2450.00.1058 

 

December 14, 1947 Joe Reed came over and he and I worked from Wm. Kirchner, the German 

model, through the morning. Helen has developed a cold in the head and is taking some of the 

tablets I had from Dr. Ajemian. “Economy is wealth.” 

 Speaking to Elizabeth this evening after supper, we [discovered?] that she would really 

like to pose for the figure to help artists. Helen and I encouraged the idea, as she has absolutely 

no sense of false modesty in the matter. H. says that the Germans are free from it. 

 

December 15, 1947 This morning Helen called Dr. Smith and he will have a prescription for her 

cold. Elizabeth Badenbach will go for it.  

Sent 3 etchings (“Henri,” “Snowstorm,” “7-Toed Pete”) to Mrs. Ralph Wallace, friends 

of the Reeds in Santa Fe - Express C.O.D. Check [for] $90.00 received.1059 

 
1058 Sloan’s painting Spring, Madison Square, 1905-6 (alternate title: Spring on Madison Square, 
oil on canvas, 29 ½ x 35 ½ inches) was once owned by Colonel William Keighley; it now belongs 
to the Elvehjem Museum of Art, University of Wisconsin, Madison (Elzea 67). 
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After dinner in the evening, Joe Reed asked me over for a chat. We had highballs - and 

Joe first, then Ann, took over nice ones [?] to Helen in bed. I stayed until nearly 11 P.M. Went 

up to the studio to sleep so that I might not pick up H.’s cold. I did not sleep for some time. The 

feeling of the room so large was strange!  

Joe R. spoke of his visits to the Art Museums here in N.Y.C., and said that this thing of 

Art becomes bigger and deeper as he sees the work of the masters. He has no patience with the 

“modern” examples. I told him to be sure to look at the pictures he don’t like - that way lies 

improvement in taste. 

 

December 16, 1947 …Today I put in several hours on the “Picnic, Rio Grande” and think it is 

now reaching a stage where it will be time to stop work on it. Mr. [John Butler] Yeats often said 

that an artist never finishes a picture but reaches a point where he sees no further at the time. 

 Helen is up most of the afternoon, but she now has a cold -altho her pains post-operation 

are less severe. 

[sketch Elizabeth B] 

 

December 17, 1947 Woke at 8.30 A.M., in bed in the studio as H. still is struggling with her 

cold, and I am banished for sanitary reasons. I worked on the “Picnic” during the day and 

changed the frame, trying to make it more becoming. 

 
1059 The etchings that Sloan refers to are Snowstorm in the Village, 1925; Seven Toed Pete, 1929; 
and Robert Henri, Painter, 1931. 
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 Late in the afternoon X.J. Barile called and brought a jug of wine. “Thou” [Helen] joined 

us and tried a little of the contents. She is allowed occasional use of stimulants. Barile declined 

our invitation to dinner, so Elizabeth - who had done our washing in the afternoon - Helen and I 

sat down to a very nice dinner. E. is a good cook.  

I put in an hour in the evening cleaning with alcohol seven of my pipes. A very necessary 

job, as they were all a bit overripe. 

HFS diary, Wed., December 17, 1947: Barile came in. He stayed to supper – 

meanwhile, I had to go to bed. His nervous talk threw me into state of confusion close to 

hysterics – not worth fighting it off. 

[sketch very little like Barile] 

 

December 18, 1947 Painting in a creeping tempo on the “Picnic” and doing some tempera 

editing on a nude of twelve or more years ago. …Spike (Cecil) Bell came to see H. and we asked 

him to stay to lunch, which Elizabeth fixed for us. This made the lunch rest period more than two 

hours. 

 I went on with my fixing and fussing until dark, when Joe Reed came across the hall and 

asked us to come over and have a highball. Joe had been walking round town the whole day and 

he carries a sketchbook. He has made several small panels in oil and they are quite good. We left 

and Eliz. had a good dinner ready for us, after which and the dish washing she went over to 

Reeds to sit with the child while they go to have an evening’s entertainment. 
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December 19, 1947 Waking at 8 o’clock in my exile in the studio upstairs, I got up and fussed 

with pictures. Got downstairs and found H. awake. Eliz. came at 8.30 and soon had our breakfast 

ready. After a lengthy breakfast - H. in bed and I with a tray at the side of the bed - I painted in a 

sort of mending way on the pictures today. After lunch H. allowed Eliz. to take the afternoon off. 

 Helen made supper for us and we enjoyed the absence of our helpful Elizabeth, altho no 

one could be nicer or quieter. After supper H. lay down for the evening. She seems very much 

better! 

[sketch Helen “optical Illusion A Blanket over the foot of Helen’s Bed] 

 

December 20, 1947 Arose from my couch in the studio and found H. feeling well this morning. 

Eliz. came and made our breakfast. In the morning I worked on the old nude I’ve been tinkering 

with. After lunch [I] rested a little and H. and I went to the roof and took about 15 minutes of sun 

and fresh air. Later I went up to the studio and worked again… 

 I received a check from the P.A.C. [PCA] sale of pictures for benefit of the organization. 

My small painting “Nude in Bath Basin” brought $300 of which I get $150.00.1060 

 

December 21, 1947 Tinkering on the nude [in] green draped chair occupied the greater part of 

my working time.1061 

 
1060 The present location of Nude in Bath Basin, 1945 (oil on panel, 16 x 12 inches) is unknown 
(Elzea 1159). 
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 In the late afternoon Joe Pollet came in to see me and we kept him to supper with us. I 

proposed that he paint a portrait of me and he was eager to try it. He is to start tomorrow 

morning. 

 Our Elizabeth and Joe come from the same locality, she near the Rhine and he on the 

Swiss side. They did some lively talk in a German that they both knew very well. 

 

December 22, 1947 Joe Pollet arrived about 9.30 A.M. and I posed. And he made a couple of 

drawings to familiarize himself with my top. He left about 1 o’clock and H. and E. and I had 

lunch.  

In the afternoon, I went up to the studio and proceeded with my editing of paintings. Am 

making important changes in the “Picnic” and a nude in green draped chair painted years ago in 

that wonderful studio annex to the Judson Hotel, which I lost when the N.Y. University took the 

building for dormitories. 

 A letter from Shuster says that he and Sami drove up to the Embudo Hospital and left 

books, which H. had asked them to buy at H.’s expense, for Teresa Bakos, who is recovering 

from an Appendectomy. 

 Many Xmas cards are arriving but we are, as usual, not sending any. After supper we 

were asked over to the Reeds, where we had some highballs and general conversation. Joe Reed 

 
1061 Sloan probably worked on Blonde on Green-covered Chair, 1933 (alternate titles: Nude on 
Green-draped Chair, Nude Seated on Green-draped Chair, oil on panel, 30 x 24 inches), which is 
part of the John Sloan Trust (Elzea 964).  
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is beginning to enjoy New York sights and is at the same time negotiating for tickets back to 

Kansas & Santa Fe for Jan 8th. 

 

December 23, 1947 Posed for more than two hours & 1/2 for Joe Pollet, who made more 

drawings. 

 After lunch I went up and worked a while on “Picnic” and later I started in tempera on a 

head of Elizabeth. I worked about 3 hours and got enough of a start to furnish the sculptural 

material for me to hack at at another sitting. Eliz. is a very interesting subject [with] broad cheek 

bones and full jaw in the German style.1062 [sketches] 

 After dinner we went over to Joe Reeds, taking a contribution of libation, and had a quite 

merry evening together. 

[2 sketches] 

 

December 24, 1947 In the afternoon I went on with the under-painting of the head of Elizabeth. 

Later she and H. started roasting a large chicken in an electric glass-sided apparatus with a 

motor-driven spit, which in 1-½ hours (the chicken being nearly 5 lbs.) produced, before our and 

our guests’ eyes, a beautifully cooked bird. The guests were Joe & Ann and little Patty Reed and 

 
1062 Sloan’s portrait of Elisabeth Badenbach, Lisbeth, 1947-48 (oil on panel, 25 x 19 inches), is 
now in the collection of the Museum of Art, Pennsylvania State University (Elzea 1212). 
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X.J. Barile… We had a jolly evening. Presents were given out. Helen gave Joe R. two fine 

volumes of John Leech in Punch, which I hope he will study.1063 

 After dinner Don & Lydia Freeman called and stayed till late. We felt a sense of Xmas 

time, altho I feel it is spoiled by the background of merchandising. 

 A very light fall of snow, melting some then freezing, bad for traffic in streets. 

 

December 25, 1947 Joe Pollet came in the morning and I sat for him for nearly 3 hours. He is 

still making drawings of my head and some for the composition of the figure, half-length, seated. 

I cannot tell how he is progressing. His way is different. 

HFS diary, (?) Sun., December 21, 1947: Joe Pollet wants to do portrait of Sloan 

& works several mornings on drawings. He has done so little work from model that they 

= look like himself, have severe faults in perspective, & often seem so abnormal in 

proportions of the head as to make Sloan look insane… Sloan instructs him about 

perspective of chin, by use of mirror on drawings. 

 We had a light lunch after Eliz. came (at 11 o’clock). At 3 o’clock Helen’s brother, 

young Dr. Hollon Farr, came in Dr. Charles F.’s car and drove us, including Eliz., up to 74th St. 

where after a preliminary cocktail Helen’s mother produced a wonderful roast beef. Three ribs, 

the like of which none of us had seen for many war years. Elizabeth sat at table with us in quiet 

 
1063 The “two fine volumes of John Leech in Punch” that Sloan refers to may be part of the three-
volume John Leech’s Pictures of Life and Character (London, 1886-1887). 
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modesty and helped with the dishes afterward. Helen’s mother’s cousin Miss Worth, a rather 

stout but merry woman of about 68, was a new member of the family for me. 

 We stayed until about 10 o’clock and “Brud” drove us home to the Chelsea, bringing his 

pretty and tall wife, Anne, along. They have just returned from an auto trip through the south and 

Florida. We had some drinks and parted. A happy Christmas. 

 

December 26, 1947 We woke this morning with a grand fall of snow so thick that we could 

hardly see more than a few yards as we looked south over the Chelsea district. The radio news 

forecasts that it will stop this afternoon. A 3-inch fall and the first real covering for N.Y. City. 

The snow fell all day and reached a fall exceeding that of the famous blizzard of 1888 and the 

deepest for N.Y.C. on record! 1064 

 After lunch I painted in tempera (underpaint from Elizabeth Badenbach), and I think that 

now I have a good start. 

 In the evening H. and I went over to Reeds to sit with the little girl while Reeds went to 

see tennis matches at the 50th St., 8th Ave. “Madison Sq. Garden.”1065 They returned after 

midnight, but the little Patricia had never bothered us, went to bed when they left and slept 

 
1064 The famous blizzard of 1888 was the worst winter storm to hit New York City between 1857 
and 1947. The blizzard of ‘47 would eventually drop 25.8 inches of snow on the city, 4.3 inches 
more than the blizzard of ‘88. The Madison Square Garden arena at 50th Street and 8th Avenue 
was in use from 1925 to 1968, when the existing complex above Pennsylvania Station, several 
blocks away, replaced it. Henry Miller (1891-1980) was the author of several notorious books, 
including the autobiographical trilogy consisting of Tropic of Cancer (Paris, 1934), Black Spring 
(Paris, 1936), and Tropic of Capricorn (Paris, 1939). 

1065 The match was Bobby Riggs against Jack Kramer. See 
https://www.si.com/vault/1963/01/21/604776/tennis-in-a-blizzard for details. 

https://www.si.com/vault/1963/01/21/604776/tennis-in-a-blizzard
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through. When Joe & Ann returned we had a couple of drinks, said goodnight and crossed the 

hall to our apartment. 

 The streets are in a beautiful but traffic-stopping condition. Cars are snowed up. Some 

bus lines and RR have given up. 

 Read a book by Henry Miller this evening. I do not care for it. Seems to be Surrealism 

and four-letter words. Nothing for me. 

 

December 27, 1947 The snow is still blocking traffic but the subways are kept running. Roads 

all over this N.Y. neighborhood are dangerous for driving. 

 We got up pretty late and Eliz., who had got home all right, came at 11 o’clock and 

prepared our breakfast. After lunch and doing the dishes Eliz. posed again for me for somewhat 

more than an hour. I have started the oil glaze first, giving the tempera a coat of gelatin. 

 After dinner I tried routing out a sort of decorative motive around the frame for “Picnic 

on Rio Grande.” I am using the power tool that H. gave me for my birthday present in Santa Fe. 

 

December 28, 1947 Joe Reed and I worked from Mr. Kirchner this morning. Joe finished an 

interesting study of the head [and] I went to glazing on mine. And while I don’t think it is 

composed, it’s going well. 

After lunch (by Elizabeth) I went on decorating the frame I started last night… Painted some on 

the Kirchner portrait in the afternoon. 
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 In the evening Viv Organ called on phone [and] asked us to dinner, which I declined on 

H.’s account. She says she will come in to see us Tuesday week. 

 We took sunbaths in the evening. 

[sketch legs hands] 

 

December 29, 1947 Worked on the frame this morning and some small matters in the “Picnic” 

picture that needed attention. After lunch Eliz. posed and I went on with the portrait, which 

seems to be going well. 

 Dr. Hollon Farr and Anne called to say goodbye as they are leaving for his new hospital 

assignment in [Hartford, Conn.]  

After dinner Joe & Ann Reed called for a while, Patricia with them. [She] was much interested in 

some of my tricks with face and tobacco smoke. 

 Helen selected a large Standard Dictionary from the Book Mart in the Chelsea as a Xmas 

gift from her Uncle Hollon, who sent her a check. 

[two sketches] 

 

December 30, 1947 I mounted the head study of Wm. Kirchner on a piece of Presdwood using 

casein glue. I worked on the seated nude of some years back, which I have simplified. 
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 Eliz. went uptown to see about possible employment as a nurse for physical exercises. 

She had experience in this sort of thing in Germany. She was in uniform from the age of twelve 

under Hitler’s youth organizations. Her grandfather had been an army officer in the First World 

War. Neither he nor her grandmother would believe the atrocities of Dachau and the 

concentration camps. Old patriots. 

 After dinner in the evening Joe and Ann Reed came in with a cousin, a young man who is 

going to the [Art Students] league. His wife also came over and we showed them some of our 

paintings. A rather tiresome task, but I think Joe R. has some really edifying moments and is 

progressing in his judgment 

 

December 31, 1947 …Tinkering in the studio in the morning and for a while after lunch. A bath 

and rest in bed for 1-½ hours to prepare for the evening’s adventure. H. and Elizabeth had 

dinner, I remained in bed. 

…I signed approval of a Resolution submitted to the members of the Am. Inst. [of] A. 

and L. protesting methods of the Congress Comm. on the Un-Amer. activities. Glad that they had 

the spirit. Hope that 2/3 majority carries it! 1066 

 Florence McC[ormick] had moved her party to her old friend Mrs. Burnett’s apt. in very 

swank 375 Park Ave. Engagement of daughter Flavia Burnett to Frederick Pierce.1067 Plenty of 

 
1066 On November 24, 1947, following a recommendation by the Un-American Activities 
Committee, the House voted overwhelmingly to cite ten film writers and executives for refusing 
to tell HUAC whether they were Communists. A Federal Grand Jury indicted the ten men on 
December 5, 1947.  

1067 Flavia Burnett and Frederick Pierce have not been further identified. 
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cocktails before dinner. Names of guests slip my mind. An attractive and aged woman said that 

Florence & Randall had taken her to my studio years ago. Flavia I had not seen since babyhood, 

if then! Seems a girl of character. F. Pierce [is] tall, nice looking. 

Fully 30 people, [and] as they were enjoying their cocktails and singing, I decided to 

render my lifelong favorite, “I’ve Got Sixpence,”1068 accompanied by an accordion player. After 

dinner – self-service at tables, champagne was served liberally - I left with Florence, about 2.30 

A.M. She had her chauffeur leave me at a subway entrance. I was soon at home.  

Helen had sat at Reeds in charge of Patricia while they saw the New Year in in 

Greenwich Village. I found H. at Reeds and we had a highball, then crossed the hall and to bed at 

3.30 A.M. Another happy year is gone by, another of the swift-moving avalanche of years since 

my sixtieth. 

 Good Bye 1947. 

HFS diary, Wed., December 31, 1947: To see Dr. Smith today. The suspension 

OK, wound healed OK, cauterization of cervix healing. He says the cold has set me 

back in convalescence - & some people have slower time of it… Arrange[d] with 

Elizabeth to work half time for next 2 weeks. 

Sloan to Florence McCormick’s party, I baby-sit for Reeds. 

[sketches to “Thought on Foreshortening a face”] 

 

 
1068 Possibly this old folk song? (https://johnesimpson.com/blog/2015/09/those-happy-go-lucky-poor-
folks-ive-got-sixpence/)  

https://johnesimpson.com/blog/2015/09/those-happy-go-lucky-poor-folks-ive-got-sixpence/
https://johnesimpson.com/blog/2015/09/those-happy-go-lucky-poor-folks-ive-got-sixpence/
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John Sloan Diary, 1948 

 

(sketches in front and back of diary) 

 

January 1, 1948 After 11 AM we awoke and arose. H. got breakfast. I have a rasped throat 

resulting from vocal efforts last night. 

 Eliz. Hamlin phoned with N.Year greetings. She is enjoying poor health. George is well. 

 Helen has given Eliz. the day off and I enjoy having H. alone in the place. We had a light 

lunch. 

 After about 3.30 in afternoon H began to get a chicken ready to roast on Bill Bomars 

electric roaster. Reeds are having dinner with us and Dr Chas & Mrs Farr. It is interesting and 

appetizing to watch the process. We enjoyed a good dinner and talk. Joe Charles talked shooting 

and guns, both are enthusiasts. All had left by 9.45. We are both a bit exhausted. Last night left 

me a bittragged. 
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 Weather is very bad streets slogged with last Fridays snow and now a freezing rain is 

expected. 

 

January 2, 1948 Helen made both breakfast and lunch today. She has arranged for Elizabeth 

Badenbash to come for half a day at 2 o’clock. I painted and fussed with a frame in the morning 

and afternoon. The table top (nude) looks better (small panel). Worked on the portrait of Eliz 

without her sitting. 

 Eliz came in afternoon and did the chores of last nights dinner etc. 

 Florence McCormick called me & talked to H. on the phone arranged to come in next 

week. 

 *H. called New Masses tried to get Jos Foster in regard to returning the panel Nude at 

Dressing Table loaned for his last sale in California where it was unsold (also one of Helens 

pictures). Miss Kingsland called on phone in the evening. H. thinks that Joe Reed should have an 

opportunity to look at many of my paintings as they leave in a week. 

 Freezing rain has cut off many electric connections upset telephone facilities. A big 5 

alarm fire near the Art St. League in the morning. 

 

January 3, 1948 Worked on several panels today. In the afternoon painted on the portrait of Eliz 

B. for a couple of hours - things dont happen as they might trial and error seems to be my 

standard these days. Well the year is young tho’ Im not. 
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 Dinner at noon by Helen as Eliz comes at 2 P.M. now. 

 Supper by Elizabeth and by contrast her cooking seems uninspired. 

 After supper the Reeds dropped in to get Eliz. to sit with Patricia while they go out. 

(sketch Joe Pollet) 

 

January 4, 1948 This morning at 9.15 Wm. Kirchner came and I repainted on the head and arms 

plaid shirt for the third time. Joe Reed did not come over. He is not well. 

 H. took a walk in the hallway after we had a very good dinner by Her. A pheasant 

donated by Dr Farr graced the meal roasted on Bill Bomar’s electric spit which does a beautiful 

job. 

 I did some tinkering in the afternoon. The weather is gloomy but the city has been greatly 

cleared of snow, and private autos are again permitted. I think it would be well to refuse the 

streets of the city to them at all times. They jam traffic and the rows of parked cars on both sides 

of all streets spoil the appearance and make them quite unpaintable. 

 

January 5, 1948 Joe Pollet painted from my head this morning. This is to be according to him a 

preliminary study. He works on a canvas of a yellow orange neutral light tone in oil white 

warmed a bit with yel. ochre, thick in the lights, thin and producing optical greys in the shades. 

After lunch I went on working on frame for “Picnic” and doing some other “busheling” as the 

tailors say. 
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 A young lady friend of B. Bomars says she has a letter from Bill saying that he will not 

be home till Jan 15. This will give Reeds another week if they want it. 

 Dr. Martin recommended to them by H. called to see Joe R. who has a digestion upset 

result of the grippe of a week or two since. The Dr. called on H. after and was interested in 

landscapes. A typical “family doctor”. 

 

January 6, 1948 Today is the Birthday sketch 

 In the morning Antoinette Kraushaar (who is now chief in fact of the Gallery her brother 

C.W.K. is wihtout any business sense) came to look over pictures for the Ex of my work in 

February which is to be open for a month and to occupy all the Galleries.1069 The selection went 

off smoothly. I would prefer nothing to be shown antedating 1928 but policy seems to dictate 

many older works taking part. Working on frames and pictures after lunch. Mary F. Roberts and 

“Viv” Organ came to call at 5 oclock altho’ the weather had developed a wet snowfall. We had a 

pleasant chat with them. 

 A while after dinner we went over to Reeds across the hall and sat with Joe and a few 

rum highballs while Ann went up town to see a theatrical production. We left at 11 o’clock 

before Ann had returned. 

 

January 7, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Many distinguished and many unknown 

 
1069 This show, “John Sloan: Retropsective Exhibition,” ran from February 2-28, 1958. (Elzea 2: page 
483) 
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 Joe Pollet worked on the portrait this morning. It develops well in brilliancy. He glazes 

with a broad flat bristle brush skimming the underpainting which is not really dry. He is quite 

systematic in his technique. I am systematic in theory but hardly so in practice. 

 After lunch Elizabeth came at 2 oclock and posed for me. I went on with the head and 

like it pretty well in fact it is quite good not yet finished. 

 Florence McCormick came after 4 PM and told us of the strange menace of Cyrus McC’s 

brother Gordon watching her expenditures and quite sure that he will outlive his brother. She has 

so far prevented Cy being declared legally incompetent. She says Cy. is pysically[sic] or 

muscularly well. 

 After dinner the Reeds came in and we showed them many landscapes and past 

performances. Barile joined us and before long Joe Reed went to bed across the hall. Ann 

stopped a while. Barile and I sat up after all retired with some claret. 

 

January 8, 1948 As Florence McC. says she wants to study painting and I suggested Joe Pollet. 

When Joe came this morning I asked him if it was agreeable. He was. She later in the day 

phoned and asked me to write a letter to her recommending Pollet. I did that. Joe painted on his 

portrait of me in the morning. 

 At lunch we had the Reeds for a farewell meal. Joe Reed not feeling very well. They are 

leaving for Kansas this afternoon. We said good bye at 3 P.M. Patricia is the best behaved child 

I’ve ever known. 
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 I worked on an old panel later in the afternoon, but the day is not my own. B. Bomar now 

telegraphs that he will not return until Jan 25th! 

 In the evening a Mr Buckholder who wrote an article for “Look” magazine on “Hall of 

Art” three or 4 years ago, called on phone and asked me what I would do a portrait of a girl for. I 

said $500. if contract gives artist the final decision as to when it was complete”. 

 

January 9, 1948 Joe Pollet painted on his portrait of J.S. this morning and it is now going right 

well. He is more subject to visual perspective than he should be. A letter from Teresa Bakos in 

Santa Fe says that our “Sinagua” is all right. Joe B. is in Denver with an ex. of his Bulls painted 

for Lafayette Hughes at a very low price each. 

 Eliz. came in the morning today we had a nice roast shoulder of lamb for dinner. Helen 

went up town to see Ant. Kraushaar about photos for the exhibition of J.S. next month. 

 I made alterations in tempera on the portrait of Elizabeth in the afternoon. 

 Joe Pollet asked the whereabouts of Aline Rhonie today. We gave her address. Both are 

at present unattached. 

 Physical deterioration in paintings is the highest form of criticism. 
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January 10, 1948 This morning H. and I began to get the pictures for Kraushaar Gallery ready. 

H. is listing them and I am fastening frames and doing some retouching here and there. I 

particularly improved the “Gal--- [sic] Tent Players” a Santa Fe incident of years ago.1070 

 Helen made our lunch and when Eliz came later and had done some household chores she 

came up to the studio where I worked again on the portrait of her. 

 Helen went down to see the Whitney Museum ex and positively corroborates Magda 

Pach who states that my Nude sunbather is the best picture in the lot!1071 This nowa-days may not 

be saying much. The general out put of the mutual imitators is pretty bad. The Modern 

movement good at first has become a drag, a fad and a fashion. It will be absorbed after awhile, 

with beneficial results. 

 Helen is working on our Income Tax report. It seems to have been close to our 

“Estimate” made (in our case from a dream) nearly a year ago! 

 

January 11, 1948 The German model Wm Kirchner posed this morning and I went on with the 

head & folded arms subject.  

 After lunch I began some work on pictures for the Kraushaar ex. Elizabeth posed later 

and I feel that now the portrait “Lisbet” is about finished. 

 
1070 Galvin Tent Show (private collection), Elzea 706 

1071 This show was the “1947 Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Painting,” which closed 
January 25, 1948. (Elzea 2: p.483) 
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 After supper I wrote a letter to Wm Keighley, Beverly Hills, Cal. having learned that he 

had purchased my old painting “Spring, Madison Square”1072 produced in 1905, from Kraushaar 

Gallery. 

 Helen and I took to the studio and while she varnished some pictures for the show, I 

painted on “McSorleys Saturday Night”1073 which I have thought for a long time needed some 

adjustments. After 12 we went to bed, Tired. 

 

January 12, 1948 The day is spent in getting pictures ready to go to Kraushaar Gallery 

tomorrow morning. H. is making and typing a list. I worked on “Elaine” (Helen Shuster)1074 nude 

done in 1934 and made some improvements. I also did considerable work on McSorleys 

Saturday night (the crowded scene in the old ale house during Prohibition!). McSorley was in 

well with the police who knew the place was run on “Moral” ground, always orderly always 

closed at 12 midnight. He willed the place to a policeman friend. 

 Elizabeth with us on half day basis but is leaving Wednesday. 

 *Paid the last quarter of our estimated tax today. We have come very close to the actual 

income. 

 

 
1072 Spring, Madison Square (Elvehjem Museum of Art, University of Wisconsin), Elzea 67 

1073 McSorley’s Saturday Night (Joseph H. Hirshhorn Foundation), Elzea 867 

1074 Elaine (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 997 
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January 13, 1948 Up before eight in the morning and after breakfast mounted to the studio 

where I went on working and mending details in the McSorley Saturday Night. At noon the 

carters came to take away the 58 paintings to go to Kraushaar. I worked up to the last minute. I 

have really liked the work of editing pictures painted years ago. 

 After lunch I pottered around in the studio and later lay down and took a rest. At 4.30 we 

went up to Kraushaar gallery and with Antoinette began arranging the three galleries in which 

the show is to be hung. This is a difficult job and I was very little use. A nice young tall colored 

boy assisted. We went to dinner with Antoinette and came back finishing by 10 P.M. I brought 

home one panel to change background which disappointed me. Laid out along the wall the show 

dont look too well. 

 

January 14, 1948 Pollet in AM tomorrow 

 I put in several hours working on a new background for the “Gladys and little Black Cat”. 

By making the wall a lighter semi neutral blue and adding more framed pictures and darkening 

the floor I think it is much improved. Helen went out for a while in the morning and surprises me 

by saying that she has ordered two suits from Macy’s on approval! I really need a new suit. I 

have about 6 tailor made for me in 1928. With my increasing weight they have been “let out” 

beyond any limit. 

 After dinner this evening Elizabeth Badenbush left us. She is going home to her father 

and mother near Ashokan and is to be joined in marriage to a German born dancing master now 

in Florida ----felt. We wished her luck and she says that she might bring her parents and husband 

to see us. 



724 
 

 

January 15, 1948 Working for Joe Pollet in the morning I intimated that I could hardly spare 

time for him to paint another and larger portrait. It’s too much like being a grain of wheat in the 

mills of the Gods. After lunch very nicely served by Helen as of yore, I worked on the “Gladys 

& black cat”. Added curls to her hair to break the line of a picture moulding and as I told Helen I 

make curls better from imagination. Working on them from nature I seem to lose my place get 

lost - like a visiting louse! 

 Joe P. and I were wondering as to the chance of getting together an ex of Traditional 

Realism 15 or 20 selected artists whose work shown together might remind the art world that the 

lamp is still kept burning. Who should select them? 

 

January 16, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Probably too many. 

 Joe Pollet painted once again on my time worn features. He surely moves slowly, perhaps 

surely. 

 Helen is about the household duties now feeling better. After we had lunch I worked on 

pictures for the ex. I find that Josephine Eckerts portrait of 19411075 looks very well and with a 

little emendation of the face I have added it to the list. The work on it to be done. 

 In the afternoon after 4.30 Florence McC came in her limousine and we rode down to see 

J. Pollet. They seemed to get along well and she bought a landscape of his $800.00 to be paid 

 
1075 Josephine (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1115 
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monthly instalments[sic]. Joe is overjoyed. He said it means a year more of work for him. He has 

learned to economize to the limit! 

 We rode up town to Gracie Square and her large apartment. Joe was properly impressed. 

She has a Constable from Cy McC. senior very fine. A broad and very dark shadow area rather 

bothers me. 

 We had nice drinks and talk followed by a splendid dinner served by her butler who is a 

new acquisition. She has had maids only. After dinner in the library with occasional libations we 

had a really intimate account of Florences difficulties with Cyrus. She really has loved him and if 

such a thing be possible in his present condition, still does. He is improving at the Sanitarium. It 

seems that she has found out that he has taken drugs for years provided by a woman of the 

demimonde. Stopping this helped him. Billy Davey his third wife and new baby are threatening 

to visit her. A problem boy! 

 

January 17, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Who knows? 

 Joe P. arrived at 10 AM. We were finishing our breakfast. He worked on the portrait until 

12.30. The portrait is taking shape. Helen prepared lunch for me and herself. I worked on the 

Josephine in the afternoon. 

 Joe and I again spoke of the exhibition of Traditional Realists. He thinks that the Whitney 

Museum might give such an ex. It is surely needed these times for all. Galleries & large ex.s are 

swamped with the imitators of imitators of the modern medicine men. 
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 Helens friends of School teaching days Mrs Sarah Keyser widow of great mathematician 

Cassius J. Keyser came to dine with us tonight. A fine intelligent woman a Math. teacher at  

School. Born within a few miles of Lock Haven, Pa. We showed her paintings which were to her 

as Math. is to me, perhaps. 

 

January 18, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Thousands of useless citizens 

 Again the morning was given to posing for J. Pollet who worked until 12.30. The portrait 

is creeping to a conclusion and it seems to me right good. 

 After lunch I took up work on the “Gladys and Black Cat” and feel that it is being much 

improved. 

 The portrait of “Josephine” of 1941 was my next “repair” job and I think it too is much 

improved. Walter & Magda Pach were our guests for dinner and as usual we had an entertaining 

and instructive evening. W.P.s book on American Museums is in the hands of a publisher. 

 He brought a very fine book of etched plates by Jacques Villon1076 with a poem published 

in France lately. They left before 10 PM. 

 An idiot Merwin Hart1077 President of Amer. Economic Council urges all citizens to 

acquire guns to protect themselves from Communists Socialists and democrats! 

 

 
1076 Jacques Villon (1875-1963), French Cubist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Villon)  

1077 Merwin Hart (1881-1962), lawyer, politician, lobbyist, anti-Communist and anti-Semite. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merwin_K._Hart)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Villon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merwin_K._Hart
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January 19, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Replacements 

 Once more I gave the morning to Joe Pollet whose portrait of J.S. is now I think nearing 

completion. In fact Helen asked him to defer further work for a week or more as I am to go to a 

dentist and have other things to do before the Kraus. Ex. 

 After lunch we looked at the two suits sent to me on approval from Macy’s and decided 

against one of them. Then we went H. and I. to Ackermans on 23rd St and were sold two more 

expensive (2) $106.00 suits. I have grown so stout that I come under that label at the clothiers! 

We will perhaps keep one of Macy’s $37.50. 

 I worked on Josephine greatly improving it.  

 A very cold day in N.Y. and through the East and W. as low as 5 Below outside City 80 

in NY. 

 

January 20, 1948 This morning I went up to a new dentist for me, Dr Riley (Reilly in Helen’s 

hand) on 51st St. He looked over my dents and took Xrays. Then I met Helen at Macys returned 

one suit and was measured for the other. I am therefor about to have 3 new suits. I walked home 

from Macy’s. H returned later. 

 After lunch I went up to the studio and worked on two paintings, making amendments. 



728 
 

 I am pleased to receive from “Look” magazine an article Result of a poll of Museum 

Directors and Critics as to Ten Best Painters.1078 A Poll of these 10 best name me among their 

choice. More satisfactory than to be selected by Critics etc! 

 Answered yes to a request that I become one of a Committee of P.C.A. (Prof. Citizens of 

Amer) to farther the presidency of Henry Wallace. sketch 

 

January 21, 1948 Worked all day on my “busheling” of paintings. Tiresome work but it brings 

improvements. 

 It rained in the morning and H. went out with her little marketing cart for supplies. 

 In the afternoon Dorothea Kingsland came in to talk about the letters to Americans of old 

John Butler Yeats. She says that Princeton University will take them gladly. Harvard said that 

the drawings were of no interest. Princeton will pay $700.00 for the ones written to Anne Squire 

who is in very poor circumstances. The money to be entrusted and paid to a friend by Anne’s 

request. I am presenting all written to me (& Dolly in Helen’s hand). 

 

January 22, 1948 A good fall of snow today so that H. called up Neely’s who were to come to 

dinner. They were glad to postpone until Saturday. 

 
1078 Possibly he is referring to the poll from November 1947 (McCloskey, The Exile of George Grosz p. 
200). Look seems to have taken this kind of poll several times. Sloan also made a list of Best Painters in 
1949 (this one was chosen by artists) (Meecham and Sheldon, Modern Art: A Critical Introduction, 
p.192). 
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 I was working on background of the Josephine portrait and also tinkering with “Gladys 

and Black Cat”. A dark day but the flourescent lights in the studio are adequate to the 

Emergency. 

 A woman in Calif. writes Kraushaar, wanting to sell a painting of mine1079 (one of those 

bargain sales made by Pochapin’s Hall of Art). We told Antoinette to offer her $150.00. I only 

received 75.00 for it 50 percent of $150.00. These low priced things have to be supported. I 

made a great mistake in helping Pochapin thinking that low prices would create greater demand 

for pictures bad and good. He found that bad ones sold best, quit taking any others! 

 

January 23, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Two new fillings in my top jaw. 

 A cloudy day after some snow yesterday clearing up beautifully about 3 in the afternoon. 

 I went up town to Dentist Dr Reilly who kept me waiting an hour and then did two 

fillings which relieved a slight ache. 

 Late home to H. and a good lunch after which up to the busheling work on “Josephine” 

which is now a much better picture Im sure. Small matters still to attend to on “Gladys with Blk 

Cat”. 

 Harry and Madeline Neely were guests at dinner prepared by Helen. A nice pressure 

cooked chicken. We enjoy a nice evening of talk with them. Harry is writing and doing some 

radio acting. She works now in the Presbyterian hospital. She has many friends among the 

 
1079 ASK HEATHER IF WE KNOW WHICH ONE THIS IS 
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Catholic priesthood - as to whether she is practicing the faith she was born in, I dont know of 

course. Her family name a good irish one Mulcahey. 

 Historical Note [:] A few years ago a pope declared it compulsory belief that the feast of 

the Immaculate Conception marked the birth of Mary born free of Original Sin! Phew!!1080 

 

January 24, 1948 New York and a great part of the country is in the grip of a blizzard. We have 

had as low as 5o above zero. Toward evening the snow abated altho we are supposed to have it 

through tomorrow A.M. 

 I worked on the “Josephine” again changing the background. 

 I have improved the small panel of H. painting the eaves of “Sinagua”. 

 We received the book on early American art The Flowers of our Wilderness of I. T. 

Flexner1081 for which we sent an order ($10.00) to the Metropolitan Museum. It seems to be well 

worth having. Perhaps it shows that American art would have done better without some of the 

French influences of the last 75 years. 

 

January 25, 1948 Went on with my encounter with the “Josephine” panel. We did not have 

dinner until nearly 3 oclock as we were having Dr Farr and H’s mother who set the time late. A 

 
1080 Unsure what Sloan is referring to, since the Pope who decreed she was free from sin was pope in the 
1800s? 

1081 First Flowers of Our Wilderness by James Thomas Flexner was published by Houghton Mifflin in 
1947. 
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nice family gathering of four. We talked through to after 5 oclock when they left. Afterwards I 

went up to the studio and had another session with the panel which is in much trouble. Again 

after H. gave me supper I returned to the studio for another round. 

 I am annoyed with myself in the stupid sort of troubles I get into with my work. The 

longer I live the less proficiency I have. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 Dr. Mary Halton, great friend of Dolly Sloan and myself died this night. We heard of this 

two days later. She was a great help to young mothers, a fine woman. Her efforts to do away 

with the stigma of bastardy will some day bear fruit. 

 

January 26, 1948 Two days behind in this record of small matters. Any great hiatus in this, will 

be cause of my discontinuing for a long time maybe years. 

 I was busheling on the “Josephine” all day interrupting the work in the afternoon to go to 

the dentist. He put in four fillings without much discomfort to me. 

 In the evening Harold Rothschild,1082 who we met last summer in Santa Fe and who years 

ago studied at the League with me and others, came in to take us to dine. We chose the SeaFood 

restaurant here, in the Chelsea. After dinner he came up and looked at some our my pictures. I 

think he takes to the older crop. It is necessary that one should see a good number of the last 

things before liking them, if ever! 

 
1082 Unknown. See footnote for September 3, 1947. 
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January 27, 1948 Again today I worked on “Josephine” maybe she’s finished now. I also did 

some tinkering with “Gladys and Black Cat”. 

 In the afternoon I went to see Dr Wade suggested by Dr Chas Farr and an old time friend 

of Helen’s. I have had for a few months a mole on my neck which Dr Farr said should be cut out. 

 Cut out it now is by Dr Wade who also looked at my old sore on the left leg. My souvenir 

of operation July 18/43. He will write to Dr Travers in Santa Fe and if his ideas are correct, and I 

say so, he will cut it away and sew it together. A hospital job of course. 

 H. went up town also and saw Dr Smith and stopped at Kraushaars meeting Yolande back 

from Florida for the winter I suppose. 

 My portrait of Yolande will probably be in the ex. at Kraushaars next month. 

 

January 28, 1948 Helen went to the dentist on my time today as she needed some immediate 

service. 

 I worked on the “Gladys & Black Cat” just fussing and hardly improving it. 

 After lunch H worked much of the afternoon addressing cards to a list of scores of names 

inviting them to visit my exhibition at Kraushaars next month. 

 Joe Pollet phoned from his own phone which has just been installed. He says he has been 

invited to dine with Flo. McCormick. 
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 The radio news tells us of a severe storm and snow in New Mexico! Temperature down 

near zero. 

 A note from I. Moskowitz in Santa Fe tells us that John Collier and wife are now in New 

York at 28 E. 93rd St and that they would like to see us. 

 

January 29, 1948 *It is probably important to note that today I received a request from the 

Committee on Membership of the Nat. Acad. of Design to allow my name to be presented as a 

candidate for membership in that august body. I declined for the reason that my opinion of the 

institution has not changed with my years. 

 Miss Kraushaar told me that the committee on purchases of the Corcoran gallery Wash. 

were considering a drawing of mine (made for Masses 1913) and wrangled over it. Finally the 

Curator bought it himself through indignation and liking for the drawing. An old woman derelict 

shaking her fist. 

 In the evening after H. and I had stopped in at Kraushaar’s went up to the Cosmopolitan 

Club and met Florence McC. and shortly after Joe Pollet. Cocktails and then a quite expensive 

but hardly satisfactory dinner at the Club. Florence then took us in her limousine to her 

apartment on Gracie Square where she has installed Pollets landscape with boy in swing. We 

also enjoyed again seeing her Constable (from C. McC. senior) a fine picture indeed with a broad 

dark area in foreground and storm clouds on left. We left at about 12 midnight. 

 

January 30, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Many Artists 
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 Carriers called for the three paintings remaining which are to be in the Kraushaar 

exhibition. 

 After lunch H. went out and saw a moving picture for a decided change an Italian picture 

she liked very much “Open City”1083. 

 Yoland Van Reesema now divorced from Frans --(sp?) Van R. came to dinner by Helens 

invitation and we enjoyed her friendly animation and conversation and real liking for paintings. 

She promises to pose for me again this winter and I must keep her up to doing it. There is great 

sweetness and honesty about Yolande it must be pleasant “to be her”. 

 As entertainment in the studio I began “busheling” on my old Whitney studio 1908 

Indigenous Exhibition picture painted on a framed blank canvas with more than ten other artists. 

We were given five days to finish and then the Ex was open to the public. I have painted changes 

several times since. {Maid Cutting Ice} 

 

January 31, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Very few picture buyers 

 Went on with the “Maid Cutting Ice” of the Indigenous Ex. and I believe I have now 

finished with it. 

 A letter from sister Marianna says that she is thinking of coming to N.Y. to see my Ex at 

Kraushaar. 

 Helen is resting today making three meals however. 
 

1083 Open City (also known as Rome, Open City), directed by Roberto Rosselini, was originally released in 
Italy in 1945. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome,_Open_City)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome,_Open_City
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 A pre exhib review in a little art magazine calls my line texture paintings an “Esthetic 

faux-pas”. I hope this is a bad guess - they are always guessing. 

 Cold weather and a shortage of oil for heating are causing apprehension. The mayor of 

N.Y. has ordered priority for heating and many factorys are shut down through the country. 

 Mohandas Ghandi Assas[s]sinated in India.1084 Such is the treatment of mankinds real 

friends A. Lincoln, Eugene Debs, many others. 

 

February 1, 1948 Today I again worked on the older panel “Venus & Faun”1085 which I have 

changed a great deal. The background made lighter, etc. Helen is still addressing cards of 

invitation or notice of the Ex at Kraushaar’s. 

 The weather has moderated some but since the heavy snow on Dec 26, we have had a real 

winter. As far as our apt & studio in this old Chelsea Hotel is concerned we can make no 

complaint. We have been comfortable all through. 

 

February 2, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Weather Clear and not so cold 

 We got up late this morning as H. wants me to save my energies for the ordeal of the 

afternoon. 

 
1084 Mohandas Ghandi (1869-1948) Indian activist against British rule. Assassinated by Nathuran Godse, 
a Hindu nationalist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahatma_Gandhi) 

1085 Venus and Faun (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 1065 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahatma_Gandhi


736 
 

 Later: 10.30 PM. We went to K. galleries at 4 P.M. The exhibition as hung by Antoinette 

looks surprisingly well. Perhaps 250 visitors came in before 6.30. Van Wyck Brodes and Mrs Dr 

& Mrs Chas Farr, of course, E. Holgar Cahill & Dorothy Miller1086 (Mrs C.) Raphael & Moses 

Soyer & Mrs M S. Very many doctors wives, Isabel Bishop & Dr Wolf Mr & Mrs Walter Pach, 

Florence McCormick who bought “Spring Planting” 2500.00!1087 her friend “Bunny” Burnett, 

and daughter Mrs Tonnely1088 & daughter Mrs Zabrisky1089 Mr Z Russell Cowles, Joe Pollet, 

Phillip & Judy Evergood, P. Vagis, Don & Lydia Freeman Cecil Bell (“Spike”) Dr Shapiro and 

Mrs Janice Sander Shapiro Sam Golden, Ed Versch,1090 Mary [Regensberg] Feist & Mr F. Edith 

Glackens, Mary Roberts, Viv. Organ, Forbes Watson, Carlisle Barroughs1091 and many others. 

Mrs Alex Sterling Calder widow of old friend  

X.J. Barile 

Yolande Van Reesema looking beautiful. 

My portrait of her a sad contrast. 

 
1086 Dorothy Canning Miller (1904-2003), curator at MoMA, married to Holger Cahill 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_Canning_Miller#1959:_Sixteen_Americans)  

1087 Spring Planting, Greenwich Village (Columbus Museum of Art) Elzea 227 

1088 Unknown. 

1089 Unknown. 

1090 Unknown. 

1091 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_Canning_Miller#1959:_Sixteen_Americans
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Dorothy Kingsland, Mrs Hans Zinnzer1092 (widow of Scientist) Guy Wiggins1093 and wife, 

Geo Acheson1094 (5th Ave Bank) Mrs W.H. Davis, Dr & Mrs Homer Swift,1095 Mrs Ralph 

Stillman1096 & Mr, Mr & Mrs Fred Buckholtz, A.S. Baylinson, Mr & Mrs Edward Hopper, Beata 

Beach,1097 Marjory Worth,1098 Harry & Madeline Neely, James OBrien city hall. 

 After all had gone H. and I took Miss K. and her mother to Janssen Hofbrau1099 for 

dinner. 

 

February 3, 1948 The New York Times has a 8 inch story on the opening of the Ex. at K’s. This 

will be a very effective element in getting the knowledge of the shows existance[sic] before the 

public. Howard Devree1100 Art. Ed. wrote it. 

 
1092 Hans Zinsser (1878-1940) American physician, teacher, bacteriologist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Zinsser)  

1093 Guy Wiggins (1883-1962) painter based in New York 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guy_C._Wiggins)  

1094 George Acheson is mentioned as expanding Fifth Avenue Bank in The Bankers Magazine, vol. 98, 
January 1919, p. 493. 

1095 Homer F. Swift (1881-1953), doctor, medical researcher and pioneer 
(http://centennial.rucares.org/index.php?page=Syphillis)  

1096 Unknown. 

1097 Unknown. 

1098 Unknown. 

1099 Hofbrau Haus was a famous German restaurant that was opened in 1898 by August Janssen. See 
Grimes, Appetite History, p. 90. 

1100 Howard Devree (1891-1966) was a New York Times art critic and editor. See Kees, Weldon Kees and 
the Midcentury Generation, 211. MoMA has some of his reviews here: 
http://spelunker.moma.org/authors/howard-devree/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Zinsser
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guy_C._Wiggins
http://centennial.rucares.org/index.php?page=Syphillis
http://spelunker.moma.org/authors/howard-devree/
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 Helen went up to K. Gallery with some letters I signed explaining as best I could the 

linear color texture in my later work which has been called “crosshatching”. These letters are to 

be sent to the art writers of the newspapers. While H. was out I went up to Dr Wade’s where 

after a wait catching up with the funny pictures in “New Yorker”, he drew out the last stitch in 

my neck. 

 We sent Devree a copy of “Gist of Art” along with a letter. 

 We are both fatigued from the standing ordeal of yesterday. 

 

February 4, 1948 A letter from W. Pach. He is most enthusiastic about the Ex. H. called 

Antoinette K. up and (after asking W.P.) offered to send up a copy to aid in the appreciation 

department. 

 I worked on “Venus and Faun” and I felt that it is now a much better picture. 

 Late in the afternoon, the day is a day of constant snow, altho it is not very heavy. 

 Charles S. Dewey1101 [phoned] whom I knew quite well in Gloucester 1914 or 15, painted 

a sketch head of his daughter Suzette. He took part in our parties in the summer. He has been in 

the navy in 1917-19. Came to see us, Dolly and I. During that period, Finance adviser to Poland 

etc. 2 terms in Congress ‘40-’44 and now gone back (?) to banking in Washington. He dines 

tonight with Jean Verrier,1102 Art Commissioner from France. I told him to send J.V. to my ex at 

 
1101 Charles S. Dewey (1880-1980) banker, politician (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_S._Dewey)  

1102 Jean Verrier (1887-1963), French inspector general of historical monuments 
(https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Verrier)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_S._Dewey
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Verrier
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Ks and invite it to France. Dewey had gone through the snow to see the Ex Monday. He asked 

about Flo. McCormick. 

 

February 5, 1948 Today is the Birthday of the wedding of J.S. and Helen Farr 

 The fourth anniversary of our wedding in Santa Fe. A beautiful and happy period in my 

life began that morning. Helen has been my lovely guardian and sweetheart and wife. My health 

has gone on improving and my work has gone on with it. It is a day of than[k]sgiving. 

 I celebrated by going to the dentist this morning where he finished for the time. Helen did 

some errands in the morning. Her mother sent us a pretty little edition of selections from Edw 

Lear’s1103 amusing works. 

 I cleaned up about 50 brushes quite a job. Also prepared some casein emulsion. 

 Florence McCormick phoned asking H. why the “Three AM” painting loaned by Philadia 

Museum had no presentation plate on it. She gave it to the Phila. M. 

 

February 6, 1948 Helen went up town to Kraushaars saw Antoinette who says that inspite of the 

snowfall attendance is pretty good. H. bought back a painting that we have just purchased from 

an owner out in California who wanted to dispose of it. Called “Lady from Louisville”1104 we 

 
1103 Edward Lear (1812-1888) English author, illustrator, poet 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Lear)  

1104 Lady from Louisville (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1109 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Lear
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paid $150.00 it had been sold by “Hall of Art” (I received 75.00). It looks very good now that I 

did a little editing on it. 

 After lunch two people from “Time” magazine came to put me through the wringer for an 

article on my exhibition.1105 I opened up with a pretty thorough line of talk. Tried to get them to 

understand that what is called “cross hatching” is and should be called “linear texture” or “linear 

overglazing” but I doubt if I reached their depth. Ruth Brine1106 and Alex. Eliot.1107 The evening 

Sun has a miserable condescending notice written in utter ignorance of my work as a whole.1108 

The work of a female who has picked up a sense of the fashionable. I forget her name easily. 

This is the kind of treatment I expected so I must not complain. The carpenter here at the Chelsea 

found for us a nice mahogany book case. We need it very much. Our books and magazines are 

running over the place. 

 

February 7, 1948 Today I tinkered with a little portrait I started of Helen with flowers in a little 

bowl1109 many years ago. I have improved it. More changes in the “Maid cutting ice”1110 and on 

the new head on the nude with Airplanes in the sky which improves this panel - yet to be line 

textured. 
 

1105 FIND ARTICLE 

1106 Ruth Brine (?-1998), senior editor of TIME Magazine. Possibly a connection with the McCormicks? 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1974/03/25/archives/john-hutchens-and-ruth-brine-married-here.html)  

1107 Alexander Eliot (1919-2015), art editor of TIME Magazine and writer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Eliot)  

1108 FIND ARTICLE 

1109 Helen Farr, with Bowl of Flowers (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 987 

1110 Maid Cutting Ice (Nasher Museum of Art, Duke University) Elzea 586 

http://www.nytimes.com/1974/03/25/archives/john-hutchens-and-ruth-brine-married-here.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Eliot


741 
 

 In the afternoon our neighbor Bill Bomar came back from Texas. He looks well and is 

planning to go to Italy this summer by airplane. I almost envy him seeing the great pictures and 

frescos. 

 Helen addresses 250 post cards announcing my ex. at K.’s. She is going through “Who’s 

Who” scanning each biography. 

 

February 8, 1948 Fussing with the little portrait of H. for some hours and none too good results. 

After lunch I went at the “Nude with Airplanes”. 

 These above were come to think of it matters of the afternoon, both. 

 In the morning I labored on a drawing from the German model, talkative Wm Kirchner. I 

am uncannily slow and halting at drawing perhaps its age or lack of steady practice. A review, 

short and not so sweet, of my ex at K’s in the N.Y. Times1111 another about the same in the NY 

Herald Tribune1112 lets me exist. I am in spite of my meagre expectations, rather depressed by 

these critques[sic]. 

 H. worked on addressing cards of notice for the Ex. All this and preparing meals and she 

tires easily, though slowly getting back to herself. 

 

 
1111 Howard Devree, “A Sculpture Annual: Whitney Presents Both Traditional and Ultra-Modern—Sloan 
and Others,” The New York Times, February 8, 1948, X11. However, Devree was fairly complimentary of 
Sloan’s show, saying the exhibition is a “decidedly impressive event” and “Sloan gives a very good 
account of himself.” 

1112 FIND 
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February 9, 1948 Helen went up to K. gallery this morning. They are quite pleased with the 

attendance so far. About 1000 visitors last week which is quite satisfactory. 

 After lunch H. went out to pass a quiet afternoon at a movie theatre at the corner of 8th 

Ave. She returned with corroboration of our opinion that a large percentage of moving pictures 

are a waste of time. She says however that she felt relaxed. 

 I told the Time interviewers on Friday that I was an amateur painter and always had been. 

They phoned yesterday asking for repetition. H. told them that I had always worked for myself 

with no idea of selling and no intention to follow the style of the day. I never made a living out 

of sales concurrent with the work. I find that the dictionary definition of amateur is just about 

that. 

 

February 10, 1948 A decidedly different program for today. H. suggested that we go to the 

Metrop Museum and see the French Govt’s ex. of Tapestries1113. I agreed and we went this 

morning. We were well rewarded. It is a wonderful collection dating from the 13th century to 

late modern times. We found that the very earliest were the best by far. A steady deterioration 

begins with the 16th Century and results in large and awful products in the 18th. The moderns 

are striking and brilliant in color and design but seem to indicate a loss of craftsmanship in 

carrying out rather garish designs. The artists signature (missing in the old ones as far as I could 

discover) is very obvious in these 20th Century products. Lunch at the Met. and a trip around the 

paintings in the afternoon with much enjoyment and fatigue also. We went to Suzanne LaFolletts 

 
1113 This show, “French Tapestries,” ran at the Metropolitan Museum from November 22, 1947 to 
Feburary 29, 1948 (https://www.libmma.org/digital_files/archives/Museum_Exhibitions_1870-2011.pdf)  

https://www.libmma.org/digital_files/archives/Museum_Exhibitions_1870-2011.pdf
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for cocktails in Chester La Follettes studio next door and with a number of guests stayed until 

near 8 PM. Sculptor of 2 large candelabra in We[s]tminster Abbey was an interesting man. 

 

February 11, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Hope “in the human breast” 

 Tinkering all day with interruptions. Patched corners of a frame right neatly. Worked on 

the old panel nude on green draped chair. Puttered with the “Maid cutting ice”. Cleaned “Bonfire 

on snow”1114 which H. took up to K’s with Pigeons “Cornelia St”1115. They have asked for some 

small city pictures. A young man, son of Virginia Gresham who studied with me at the League, 

called and stayed rather too long. He is an ex soldier and his nerves are jangled a bit. 

 When H. came back she brought a girl friend from Phil’d’ who met her at Kraushaar’s 

Elva Hodges craft teacher. Also with H. came the son of my old art school friend Horace Rudy 

who is a successful sculptor living in Penna. I had never met him, a very fine person. His father 

died a few years ago, was a stained glass designer had a good busines[sic] but failed in 1931 and 

never got over the blow.  

 Miss Hodges stayed for supper and until 9 oclock leaving to get train to Phila. 

 

February 12, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Abe Lincoln whom we honor and dishonor 

 Working on general “editing” of the pictures I have under reconsideration. 

 
1114 Bonfire in the Snow (Montclair Art Museum) Elzea 581 

1115 Cornelia Street (Mr. and Mrs. Morton Funger, Potomac, MD) Elzea 638 
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 After lunch H. went out for a walk (Bill Bomar came in and was asked to lunch with us. 

He spoke very appreciatively of some of my pictures in the Ex.) 

 Sam Golden Director Amer Artist Group, phoned and asked what we thought of the letter 

sent in answer to his protest to Editor of Art News who had placed my notice at the end of 77 

other notices.1116 He wants suggestions as to replying to their evasive letter. We sent off 

suggestions to Save this evening. 

 “Time” weekly1117 has given my ex a very fine notice with reproduction of one of the line 

glazed nudes and a snap shot portrait. Written with the typical “Time” twist it will be a very 

good thing for public response. This article will prove that Art News insulting treatment was a 

real mistake. 

 

February 13, 1948 I rested during the morning. H. made a shopping trip. Sam Golden phoned 

thought the suggestions I made for Art News dispute were all right (with modifications I hope). 

 After our lunch I went to work in the studio on general tinkering. 

 H. addressed more cards to “Who’s Who” people. In late afternoon Cecil Bell and later 

Agatha B. came in and took us out to dinner. We chose the “Little Shrimp” here in the 

“Chelsea”. 

 
1116 Cannot find the letter, but Golden was likely upset that Sloan’s show advertisement was placed at the 
end of the January 1948 issue. 

1117 FIND 
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 A pleasant evening with them in our apartment. “Spike” and I looked at some work in the 

studio. The girls had chat in the living room below. 

 I wrote to “Time” Art Dep editor and thanked them for the display. 

 I find no use for a quotation I might have used if they had been unkind “The Whirligig of 

Time brings in its Revenges”. 

 Helen goes to bed early and reads but soon falls asleep. 

 

February 14, 1948 Worked on “Lady from Louisville” and believe I have improved it after its 

return home. Also began the attack on “Nude and Airplanes” which I have had on my mind all 

winter after starting alterations in November. The fate of the battle is uncertain and the studio 

these days is not warm. Electric spot heaters aid some. The oil shortage will not be over this 

winter. Chelsea Hotel is cooperating on saving it but we don’t complain. 

 A letter from Mrs Robert Miner1118 an old friend of Dolly Sloan’s, she had been to see the 

ex. at K’s. I have not seen Pearl Minor for years. Answered note from Vernon H. Bailey1119 who 

had been into see the Ex. Another friend of the past. 

 Helen went to bed soon after supper reading for a while then off to sleep. I hope that she 

is making proper progress in her convalescence. 

 

 
1118 Unknown. 

1119 See 1906-1913 diaries, footnote for January 28, 1906. 
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February 15, 1948 On my assembly line today I had “Circe” nude with planes repainting much 

of the figure as understatement.  

 Late in the afternoon Joe Pollet came in and H. asked him to supper. He is anxious to go 

on with his portrait of me and we have arranged for him to come tomorrow. 

 J.P. is remarkably centered on himself as to painting. He pays very slight attention to 

contemporaries including, I believe, myself. 

 

February 16, 1948 Joe painted on the portrait this morning and I sat pretty well. He advanced 

the portrait very decidedly. H. says that she has to look at it as a work rather than a portrait of 

me. Says it lacks strength. No portrait is quite satisfactory. 

 A letter from my old friend of the Phila. Press days Reginald Wright Kauffman1120 living 

in or near Bath, Maine. Says he has retired from “hack work”. Has a novel to write as well as 

memoirs. Says that his daughter will probably call on us. 

 Walter Pach phoned that the annual meeting of the Shilling Fund Committee will be 

Mch. 2. 

 

February 17, 1948 The notes of this day are ascribed to Thursday following. 

Thursday! Helen went to the dentist this morning. 

 
1120 Reginald Wright Kauffman (1877-1959) fiction and film writer 
(https://columbiahistory.net/notables/reginald-wright-kauffman/)  

https://columbiahistory.net/notables/reginald-wright-kauffman/
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 I worked on “Lady of Louisville” and on an eccentric nude which had a section Ive 

always intended to fix up. 

 Feeling rather strangely today in getting up stiffness and pain in neck and shoulders. 

Later on headache as though from the Eyes lightening back of neck confused in memory never 

very good. 

 

February 18, 1948 Joe Pollet worked on JS portrait this morning. Improving the back ground 

for one thing. He left it with us and made no set time to work again. 

 I painted on Miss “Louisville”. 

 In the afternoon Miss Dorothea Kingsland called and showed us photostats of the life of 

an octoroon. John Hope founder of Acker Merrell & Condit1121 etc well known in his day. She 

hopes to place with Life or another magazine. 

 Later Barile came in and we had him stay to dinner. He is always devoted and a good 

friend. 

 

February 19, 1948 Tuesday 17th (by mistake) Thursday see back (17) 

 Helen and I went up and shared a visit to the dentist. After he finished with me I left and 

on 57th St I saw an announcement of an Ex of DeLacroix & Renoir.1122 I went in and enjoyed a 

 
1121 Acker Merrall and Condit has been selling wines since 1820. (https://www.ackerwines.com/)  

https://www.ackerwines.com/
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great experience. About 10 DeLacroix and I had never seen that many (have missed larger 

exhibitions in the past). The greatness of this painter is beyond my description. Renoir was 

represented by a greater number of paintings but not many of top quality. 

 I met H. at Kraushaars and thought my -- looked very well. Ira Glackens was there and he 

took us to lunch at Schrafts1123 (son of my oldest artist friend now dead). 

 H. went to the Delacroix Ex and I came home and went to work on “Circe”. 

 

February 20, 1948 This afternoon at Kraushaars I was honored by the Artist Equity Directors 

being presented with a fine German Edition of the works of Huronimus Bosch.1124 A bit of a bid 

for publicity for Equity and the Sloan Ex. I was pleased to see John Sloan Dickey of Dartmouth. 

I noted how his winning smile and personality won the favor of all he met. Leon Kroll made the 

presentation. I made a foolish little speech. Cocktails followed after most guests had gone. H. 

and I got home about 8 PM. a little woozy. 

 

February 21, 1948 Today we rested in bed, needing it! Toward evening I got up and dressed and 

we went down to Walter & Magda Pach’s for dinner. Young Kenyon Brooks and Morris and 

 
1122 Probably the Durand-Ruel Galleries, which were located on 57th during this time. 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/31/realestate/57th-street-monet-and-renoir-below-homes-
above.html?_r=0) 

1123 ASK HEATHER 

1124 Hieronymous Bosch (c. 1450-1516), Dutch/Netherlandish painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hieronymus_Bosch)  

https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/31/realestate/57th-street-monet-and-renoir-below-homes-above.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/31/realestate/57th-street-monet-and-renoir-below-homes-above.html?_r=0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hieronymus_Bosch
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Martha Kantor1125 were also guests. A nice dinner by Magda P. Mrs K. is an old friend of 

Helen’s back in the days when both slaved for the King Coit School of Drama Music etc. 

working on staged plays with children. 

 Kantor seems a bit heavy witted and set in his ideas which place the so called modern art 

pre eminent. 

 The real modern art is the degenerate academic art of the immediate past. 

 Present day modernism is really a healthy reactionary move. 

 

February 22, 1948 Today is the Birthday of G. Washington (an easy question) 

 Again my breakfast in bed after which I went up to the studio. H. did many washings and 

other house cleaning chores. 

 Another snow storm of about 3 inches has redecorated the city. 

 Florence McCormick phoned that she could not go to the Martha Graham performance at 

the Maxine Elliott Theatre1126 but arranged to have Joe Pollet get them at Cosmos Club. We 

asked Barile to come in her place. Sp[lendid seats at $4.40 each fourth row. My first attendance 

at a Martha G. dance. I have confined my devotion to A. Euters.(sp?) 

 
1125 Morris Kantor (1896-1974) Russian-American painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris_Kantor)  

1126 Martha Graham was performing at this theater from Feburary 17 through Feburary 29, 1948. 
(https://www.broadwayworld.com/shows/theatre.php?theatre_id=5622)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris_Kantor
https://www.broadwayworld.com/shows/theatre.php?theatre_id=5622
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 I was agreeably surprised to find the work of herself and company so very satisfying 

particularly in a new episode “Night Journey”1127 on the Oedipus theme. This had dignity and 

power and beauty. A sensuousness that I responded to. I feel sure M.G. is an important creation 

artist and am so glad that I was enabled to see her in her full maturity. Home bringing Joe and 

X.B. where we sat up for two hours. 

 

February 23, 1948 Worked on an old canvas painted in Gloucester (Circa ‘16-17) “Bertha in 

Pink”1128 sojourning at Kr’s for many years. By means of tempera changes small but important I 

have increased the size of the head with very good results. 

 A couple of museums want parts of the Kraushaar Ex after the show closes. 

 Late in afternoon Bill Bomar invited us to come across the hall. His studio apartment has 

been redecorated and he had some friends in most of them from Fort Worth. Mrs Harding1129 and 

daughter Susie,1130 Sally1131 and Pat,1132 and Merle1133. Pat is husband of Sally a tall exotic type. 

After cocktails and conversation we asked them over to look at what “Time” called my “messy 

 
1127 Night Journey premiered in 1947. Sets were by Isamu Noguchi 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_Journey_(ballet))  

1128 Bertha in Pink Dress (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 549 

1129 Unknown. 

1130 Unknown. 

1131 Unknown. 

1132 Unknown. 

1133 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_Journey_(ballet))
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hotel studio”. Mrs. Harding is appreciative and Bill has told Helen that he is trying to have her 

buy a Sloan. 

 

February 24, 1948 Today is the Birthday of Helen Farr Sloan, My Dear 

 We slept until 10 oclock fatigued by the extraordinary occasions of the last several days, 

nights rather. 

 I took up the top linear glaze on the “Circe” nude with airplanes, and while it was a 

difficult thing to attack I feel this evening that it is going right well. 

 Helen went up to Kr’s today taking some Henri portrait etchings. There were a good 

number of visitors some of them friends. A stranger lady was full of enthusiasm for the newer 

things not knowing H. she took her around pointing out the merits of the line glaze texture. 

Finally H. let her know that she was wife of the artist! Many students and others are buying nude 

etchings. 

 Helen had a nice birthday dinner for us with cake and ice cream. A Happy Birthday. May 

I see many with her. 

 

February 25, 1948 Worked on “Circe” again today with hope eternal. 
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 After lunch H’s mother who had mistaken date of a luncheon elsewhere came in and had 

a cup of tea with us and looked at my new H. Bosch picture book1134. 

 Painting in late afternoon. 

 After dinner H. and I went to the meeting of Artist Equity at the Modern Museum. 

Yoshico Kunyoshi1135 was the chairman, a mixture of grotesquerie and rudeness and awful 

mangling of English! Reports by committee were interesting and are printed in a leaflet folder. It 

seems impossible to bring any uniformity into the dealer artist relationship. A large public 

gallery is being advanced. This would be a new life for the Soc. Indep. Artists. Several material 

dealers are giving 15% discounts to members. Called on at the last moment to say a few works. 

A standing tribute also touched me, it seemed genuine regard. 

 

February 26, 1948 A rare visitor today. Marianna my younger sister came over from 

Germantown with a friend Social worker Mrs Wanamacher. Arriving at 12.30 they came to our 

Chelsea Hotel apartment for lunch. H. had telegraphed Nan last night. They looked at things in 

the studio and after 3.30 we went to Kraushaars where they enjoyed the ex. Nan is really quite 

conservative in her ideas. Mrs W. bought “Nude and Bowl of Fruit” an etching. We took them to 

tea afterward and they left for Philadelphia. Helens mother joined us at the gallery. Afterward H. 

and [I] went to dine with the Van Wyck Brooks where we met the wonderful blind and deaf 

 
1134 Unsure of what book this is. Howard Daniel published a book on Bosch in 1947, but it is in English 
whereas Sloan says his book is in German. 

1135 Probably he means Yasuo Kuniyoshi (1889-1953), Japanese-American painter and printmaker 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yasuo_Kuniyoshi)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yasuo_Kuniyoshi
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Helen Keller1136 and her companion. She H.K. is a phenomenon talking with fingers. Well 

educated and a radical thinker. She and companion are leaving in a few days for Australia and 

the orient lecturing in the interest of the blind. 

 

February 27, 1948 Up late. H. gave me breakfast in bed. Then she went up to the Kraushaar 

galleries to make arrangements for color slides from paintings. I painted on “circe” where Im 

having trouble. 

 My lunch was left for me in the refrigerator. I ate at 2.15 and enjoyed it. 

 Later in the afternoon H. returned and we dressed to wait for Flo. McCormicks 

chaufeur[sic] to call for us. He came. We stopped at Gracie Square thence to the apartment of the 

Zabriskies. Here we looked at his beginnings as a spare time amateur not at all bad and one of a 

breaking wave and fisherman and gulls quite good. We next drove to F. McC’s where Joe Pollet 

joined us in a merry mood. We had dinner and saw her Corot a large impressive and very great 

canvas Lake (Minn?) a beautiful thing hanging up with the Constable (Hempsted Heath?). We 

offered to loan her a picture to hang opposite to her recent purchase from K. ex. “Spring 

Planting”. 

 

February 28, 1948 In the afternoon a friend from the past visited us Vernon Howe Bailey who 

entertained us with an exciting account of his life since 1894 when I knew him in Phila both on 

newspapers. He was a member of our Charcoal Club. He is a very good draftsman and 

 
1136 Helen Keller (1880-1968) activist for deaf-blind causes (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helen_Keller)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helen_Keller
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watercolorist. Has spent years drawing streets towns & country in Spain Italy etc. To me an 

amazing life of travel and work. He is 73 yrs old and stout and weathered. He has a good 

memory. We suggested Sam. Golden as publisher for his memoirs which he is writing. 

 

February 29, 1948 A slight feeling that I was getting a cold and restrained by H. I did not work 

today. In the afternoon Pearl Minor called and as I had not seen her for years, and H. never. She 

gave us an extensive account of her travels in that time. She has worked as secretary in France 

gone to Italy studied Chinese and at present is looking for a job in the United Nations staff. Her 

hair once jet black now white operations the cause. We got out 2 pictures of her I made in 1917? 

and 1918?. She stayed until 8 P.M. 

 

March 1, 1948 Helen went to the dentist this morning returning to prepare a good lunch and then 

we receive a batch of 17 paintings from Kraushaars. Some of them have been with them for 

years and years. 

 The very old portrait of Bradner who was a friend of Chas. Kellers who played the violin, 

has been at the gallery for twenty five or more years. It is one of the first things I painted.1137 

 After lunch H. went out to Gimbals to get some things. 

 A letter from Will Shuster says Santa Fe winter has been bad that he has made a couple 

of Indian ceremonial paintings. Phone call from T. Harvey Jr. from Phila asks us to look up a 

 
1137 Violinist, Will Bradner (Delaware Art Museum, 1970-17) Elzea 50 
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brochure in Parke Bernet Auction Lines to a Lady Pub by A. Edw. Newton etching on cover by 

Sloan. 

 

 

March 2, 1948 A few symptoms of possible cold caused H. to order me to stay in bed today. She 

went up to look at the Newton item at Auction gallery of no importance. One of the feeble 

etchings with a poem I made. Joe Pollet came in to get his portrait of myself to send to 

Guggenheim Foundation Committee. He would like me to get to his place to decide on others. 

 Nice lunch in bed while H was up town. In the evening I went to a dinner for the 

Schilling Committee at Harvard Club. A very good dinner with Mr Stein, Mr Strasser and a 

friend who are the Executors of Schillings will. Walter Pach Tolbat Hamlin, Robus sculptor and 

myself artist members of the committee awarding the purchase of works of art. After extended 

talk after dinner and I present the name of Cecil Bell as a beneficiary without success. It seems 

that some of his work is too much like my own old N.Y.C. subjects. What subject matter has to 

do with individuality I cant see. As H. says this would eliminate the entire religious schools of 

the past. 

 The final choices were Trica1138 who had it before Bertram Hartman1139 whos work I dont 

remember and a clever sculptress Lou Duble1140 just clever. 

 
1138 Marco A. Tricca (1880-1969), painter (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/m-tricca-4858)  

1139 C. Bertram Hartman (1882-1960) watercolorist, painter. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._Bertram_Hartman)  

1140 Lu Duble (1896-1970) sculptor (http://www.askart.com/artist/Lu_Duble/69153/Lu_Duble.aspx)  

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/m-tricca-4858
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._Bertram_Hartman
http://www.askart.com/artist/Lu_Duble/69153/Lu_Duble.aspx
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March 3, 1948 This morning Yolande Van Reesema phoned and said she would like to sit for 

another portrait this afternoon. I agreed and she came at 2.30. I got a charcoal drawing started 

and we enjoyed her lively charm as usual. 

 H. picked up a finely printed 3 Vol ed. of life & work of G.F. Watts1141 the English 

Painter. JB Yeats called his “literature bad”. I agree but would like to see many of his portraits. 

 A cold day in the studio. The shortage of oil is an excuse for sparing the heat. 

 

March 4, 1948 Another day of low steam pressure especially above in the studio. 

 I tinkered with a couple of panels today. 

 In the afternoon we had as arranged for calls from a young niece of Randall Davey’s 

whom we met in Santa Fe last summer. Name Sallie Fay tall nice looking and graduate of 

College. She seems interested in my pictures and when I suggested that I’d like to try a portrait 

of her, she enthusiastically agreed to pose for me any time. 

 

March 5, 1948 The weather being quite cold today we have ample heat in radiators all day. I am 

still under the depression of a cold in my head. Nothing of any note occurred. 

 In the evening at bedtime we both took sunbaths under the mercury lamp. 

 
1141 George Frederic Watts (1817-1904) Symbolist painter and sculptor 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Frederic_Watts)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Frederic_Watts
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 A long letter from Will Shuster says that Santa Fe has much snow and bad weather. 

 Sketch - here is Helens proposed means of aid in my weary right arm. 

 

March 6, 1948 In bed until late in the morning. My cold seems to have moved out. After lunch 

H. went over to see paintings of Joe Pollet who wanted me to help him decide on canvases to 

submit to inspection of the Committee for the Guggenheim Fellowship. I did not feel equal to it, 

so H. took my place. I worked while she was out on the Nude and Airplanes, “Circe” also made 

some improvements in “Nude with hand Mirror” which along with “Riders in the Hills” I am 

submitting to the “Pepsi Cola” Regional Jury to which H. is also sending two of her “city 

people” pictures. We have done this for years past and have never been accepted! It is an 

inexpensive game. 

 

March 7, 1948 This morning by arrangement 10 days ago at their apartment Mr and mrs 

Zabriskie came and I made a start at painting a portrait of her.1142 I made a fair start and after 

lunch I got at the panel again and put it into better shape. [Reba] 

 Nothing of notes for the rest of the day. 

 

 
1142 Reba (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1222 
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March 8, 1948 Worked for an hour or two this morning on Mrs Zabriskie and now have the 

composition in place in the tempera underpainting. After lunch made excellently by Helen who 

had made her first start at painting this morning (since her operation 3 months since). 

 Yoland Van Reesema arrived to sit again for her portrait.1143 She chatted and laughed and 

I went on with the start of last week. Still working in tempera. 

 She stayed after I stopped work until nearly 6.30 when she left to dine with her son. She 

is fun but terribly difficult to paint. 

 

March 9, 1948 Picking up the tempera start of the Yolande picture I struggled for some hours 

with it. 

 After lunch I took nearly an hour walking on the roof and found it very pleasant clouding 

up toward 3 PM. 

 By arrangement with Eddie Holger Cahill we went down to Greenwich Village Bel-- 

Restaurant on Bleecker St to an informal gathering of friends of Romany Marye old time 

provider of food & philosophy whose man Marchand has been ill for 3 years several operations. 

Marye looked very find and handsome in her happiness at the assembly for her honor. Niles 

Spencer stout and very really affectionate toward me. Meeting Stuart Davis for the first in a long 

time, his wife very handsome. Edg. Varése also ditto still good looking. Dorothy Miller of the 

staff of Modern Art Museum who is Mrs Cahill was nice. 

 
 

1143 Yolande in Blue (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1221 
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March 10, 1948 Leaving me in bed after breakfast Helen went up to the dentists. Chas White 

etching printer called up is hunting for plate of “Little Woman”. Madeline Neely also phoned. 

 Yolande posed in the afternoon and I struggled with her extra mobile features for 2 hours. 

Still at the underpainting stage. 

 In the evening I went up to the dinner at the Knickerbocker Club of the Amer. Institute of 

Arts & Letters where after an extensive cocktail period we had a good dinner and welcomed new 

members (whether we had voted for or against them). I sat next to Daniel Garber whom I had 

opposed, he’s all right personally they always are. A critical mention I made of the Mestrooik Ex 

(sp?)1144 we sponsored last winter brought on an interesting discussion. I suggested that we 

abolish the Academy as an “upper house”. The secretary, Miss Geffen1145, tells me that there is 

where the money lies! The funds bequeathed them are vitally necessary for the while Inst. 

 

March 11, 1948 Today I once more attacked the “Circe” panel and after a hard days work feel 

pretty well about it. Walter Pach called fetching 3 paintings by M.A. Tricca an elderly artist who 

does a personal kind of work very impressive. We for the Schilling Fund have placed one in a 

museum and are to select another. The Met. Mus turned it down. 

 Mary Heaton Vorse who is stopping at the Chelsea came by H’s invitation to dinner. 

Magda Pach joined us and I and H. much admired and were entertained by Mary’s account of her 

 
1144 What is this? Records are not readily available. 

1145 Felicia Geffen (1903-1994) was affiliated with both the American Academy of Arts and Letters and 
the National Institute of Arts and Letters. See The Collected Letters of Robinson Jeffers, with Selected 
Letters of Una Jeffers: Volume Three, 1940-1962, edited by James Carman, p.362 
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many activities of the past years. She was on the old “Masses” at the early period. Has been in 

Europe 2 years since the armistice. A splendid intelligence who knows life. 

 A light snow then rain then very cold. 

 

March 12, 1948 This morning Helen and I went up to the dentist. A short exam and he let me go 

and I came home. Helen he retained and finished her dental work. After which she went to see 

the Delacroix ex. again and went to Kraushaar’s. I am not feeling equal to working altho the day 

is clear and cold. At lunch H. invited B. Bomar to join us. 

 More heavy snow reported in Santa Fe by Teresa Bakos, in letter yesterday. 

 Having the 3 Tricca canvases around has made me loose[sic] interest in them. 

 Voted for Bruce Rogers1146 to receive the Academy Medal of merit. 

 Helen finished the tiresome and exacting job of making out Income Tax (U.S.). 

 

March 13, 1948 Worked on “Circe” (Nude and Planes) during the afternoon. 

 In the morning I went on with the portrait of Mrs Zabriskie while Mr. Z. who paints in 

spare time from business. 

 In the evening we went up to 7th Ave. and 54th St. to visit Mr & Mrs Saul Padover a very 

beautiful apartment clean and well furnished. Guests beside us were Mr & Mrs. Marshall. He’s 
 

1146 Bruce Rogers (1870-1957) typographer and graphic artist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruce_Rogers_(typographer))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruce_Rogers_(typographer))
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one of the directors of The Rockefeller Foundation. Mrs Padover who we met last summer in 

Santa Fe made a Russian dinner with Borsch[sic]. She is a charming Russian born who speaks 

several languages. The conversation was very interesting. Padover is an historian of note who 

writes for P.M. We hear that paper has just been sold and its future uncertain. 

 We arrived home at about 2 AM. 

 

March 14, 1948 We stayed abed late in the morning. After lunch Zabreskies came and I worked 

for two hours. As an example of portrait painter I hardly qualify but Z. seems to be interested as I 

work. As they had also been up late last night my sitter was quite inclined to doze. 

 Later in the afternoon I relaxed and listened to the radio. 

 

March 15, 1948 At 11 oclock this morning Mrs Z. came and posed until 12.30 when a telephone 

message from Dr Wade set the time for me to repair to the N.Y. Hospital as 4 this afternoon. I 

found it desirable to quit work. Mrs. Z. was only prepared to stay until 1 o’clock. So here I am 

again a placid subject for the Surgeons knife! 

 Helen with me to the N.Y. Hosp arriving at 4 P.M. A nice room was mine with a view of 

the East river and the 59th St Bridge blotted out by smoke & fog this afternoon. 

 Helen left to go home and at 6.30 I had a very nice dinner in bed. 
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 Read Ludwig Lewasohns novel Case of Mr Cramp1147 until 12 midnight and think it a 

splendid and awful narrative. 

 

March 16, 1948 A good breakfast in bed and then a series of blood tests and an electro-cardiac 

process. Later, after lunch I was rolled in a wheel chair to the elevators (on 14th floor) and taken 

down for a chest X ray by a pretty young girl operative. 

 Dr Farr dropped into see me in the AM. Helen came in the afternoon and stopped with 

me until 7 oclock taking dinner at the Hospital Dining room. She brought me a new book a 

reprint of essays on Form and Function by Horatio Greenough sculptor born 1805.1148 His ideas 

were ahead of his time in many instances. Functional architecture etc. quite interesting and 

useful.  

 The “Orderly” came in tonight and prepared me tonsorially for the operation which Dr 

Wade (who called today) will do tomorrow after noon. 

 

March 17, 1948 Today is the Birthday of St Patrick Snake Remover 

 A beautiful day with the sulky East River passing below my window. 

 
1147 Ludwig Lewisohn (1882-1955) Jewish-American writer and critic. The Case of Mr. Crump was 
published in 1926 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_Lewisohn)  

1148 Horatio Greenough (1805-1852) sculptor. His book Form and Function was published in 1947 after 
being rediscovered (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horatio_Greenough)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_Lewisohn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horatio_Greenough
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 Dr Wade called on me in the morning and says he will operate during the noon hour. 

Helen came up and she means home and love and promise. 

 The truck took me down to the operation room at about 12.30. 

 My memory is hazy. Said I to Helen as they rolled me into my room “You’re a rascal.” a 

very dear rascal darling girl. The rest of the afternoon is vague in my mind, but I woke up fully 

later. Helen had dinner here and stayed until about 8 oclock.  

 The repaired leg hurts me in movment[sic]. No skin was needed from elsewhere. 

 

March 18, 1948 A very good breakfast. 

 Helen came about 1 oclock and sat with me having her dinner in the evening in the 

hospital. 

 The leg still feels sore and is tightly bandaged with elastic wrapping. 

 Dr Wade dropped in and said that he was pleased with the job and that I was doing quite 

well. 

 My appetite is splendid as usual and the meals served as ordered are very good indeed. 

 Helen stayed to dine at the visitors dining room and left about 8 oclock. I went to sleep 

and slept quite well until 4 A.M. fitfully thereafter until the nurse came at about 7. 
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March 19, 1948 I ate an enormous breakfast this morning augmented by a delicious banana H-- 

brought me yesterday. If feeding will do anything for me I’ll soon be out of here. 

 Helen brought from Kraushaars two water colors of Cecil Bells to regale me setting (?). 

 Dr Wade called as usual but dont say that I can leave at any near date. 

 H. had arranged for a Mr W...1149 to come and interview me about the old “Masses” days 

and persons. He is subsidized by the Rockefeller Foundation to do a study of the times & causes 

that brought about this “remarkable” growth of better art and ---. I dont think we who started it 

felt that it was quite wonderful, we just had fun. H. stayed in Hosp for dinner and went home 

about 8.30. 

 I read until late and had a hard time going to sleep. 

 

March 20, 1948 Woke about 7 oclock. A beautiful spring day. The great bridge and the heavy 

looking river clear in the sun. I find the spikes ornamenting the supports are very poor (after 

reading old Greenough). H. phoned after breakfast and came up to me after lunch. The meals 

here are quite excellent. Im sure Ill be gaining weight. Dr Wade called and is pleased with my 

state. 

 Dr Farr called while Helen was here. He and H’s mother Helen are going by auto to 

Hartford to visit young brother Hollon and wife Anne. They have a beautiful bit of weather for 

the trip. 

 
1149 Unclear. 
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 Helen stayed during the coming leaving for our home about 8.30. 

 I had a good sleep after reading until 11 oclock. My leg is much less trouble. Itches some 

but hurts less to move. 

 

March 21, 1948 Woke about 6 but dozed until a nurse came in and gave me a regular twice a 

day prod of penicilin[sic]. The nurses seem to be good angels of varying human charm but all so 

lovely to the enfeebled half helpless patient. 

 Helen came after lunch looking sweet and happy in a new black white pattern dress. With 

a big Sunday paper full of junk news and advertising. 

 Don & Lydia Freeman with Esther Goetz came later with flowers and a funny book “East 

of Fifth” pictures by Allan Dunn.1150 H. left at 5.30 to go to a party by the Artist Equity 

exhibitors in a number of Exhibs to ap[p]ear simultaneously in Dealers Galleries. H. called from 

home at 7.30 said the party was not well attended. The drinks had to be paid for. 

 

March 22, 1948 This morning Dr Wade took off the surgical wrappings of my left thigh and was 

thoroughly pleased with the progress of his operation of last Wednesday. He took out half the 

“stitches” and says that I can go home on Wednesday. As it costs a bit more than $20.00 a day to 

stay here and Im tired of the regularity of very good meals Im glad to go. 

 
1150 J. Allan Dunn (1872-1941) pulp writer and illustrator (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Allan_Dunn).  
Cannot find a record of the book Sloan mentions.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Allan_Dunn
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 Spike Cecil Bell called on me this afternoon while Helen was here and it was cheering to 

talk to him altho my failure to have his work selected by the Schilling Fund Committee was a 

disappointment (not quite) for both of us. 

 Helen sat with me until 8.30 PM and I read Back Street by Fannie Hurst1151 until nearly 

12 midnight. 

 I slept very well this night. 

 

March 23, 1948 Helen came a little past 1 oclock and stayed until 5.30 when she went to the 

Commadore Hotel to have dinner with relatives from the west coast. 

 Jos. Pollet called in the afternoon and was pleased to hear that the operation had been a 

success and that I come home tomorrow. 

 

March 24, 1948 Having my breakfast and lunch in N.Y. Hospital Dr Wade came in in the 

morning and gave me the good word to go home. Helen came and packed my valise and paid 

$275.00. Quite an expensive vacation (apart from the Surgeons which he has not rendered.) 

Arrived at the old Chelsea and felt at home but with orders to stay in bed. 

 While H. was out for a few minutes the phone rang and I hobbled to answer it. Walt 

Kuhn whom I have not seen for years said he had a plan for the Independents to have an ex. 

 
1151 Fannie Hurst (1885-1968) novelist and short story writer. Back Street was published in 1931 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fannie_Hurst)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fannie_Hurst
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Suggests approach to a Mr Bhem1152 who is head of Directors of Brooklyn Museum and persuade 

him on grounds of Bklyn publicity to let us have an Independent Ex there.1153 (We have not had a 

show for some years on account of inability to find a place big enough.) 

 

March 25, 1948 Max Eastman1154 has sent me through Harper & Bros pubs, his new book 

“Enjoyment of Living” an autobiography up to 1917. It is very well done and is astonishingly 

interesting to me. A curious fact is that altho’ he had a complete college education and is really a 

learned man, his temperament is, in some sex life ways so like mine. Another less remarkable 

thing is that in the founding of The Masses monthly we succeed him as chief editor. He got out 

the first number that I was connected with and his story of “The Masses” days is nostalgic 

reading for me. I think it is a good book and [great crossed out with a ? over the word] literature 

also! 

 I hope that he will follow it, with another volume from 1917-’48 or more. During the 

latter period he spent some years in the Soviet Socialist Republic knew Stalin I believe and 

finally shook him and adhered to the exiled Leon Trotsky and later has I think turned against all 

 
1152 The director of the Brooklyn Museum at this time was Charles Nagle, Jr. Unsure who Sloan is talking 
about. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn_Museum).  

1153 Sloan was in a show at the Brooklyn Museum, “The Coast and the Sea: A Survey of American Marine 
Painting,” which ran from November 19, 1948 to January 16, 1949. See Elzea 2, page 484. 

1154 Max Eastman (1883-1969) political activist and writer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Eastman). 
Enjoyment of Living was published in 1948. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Eastman
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totalitarianisms.1155 Has a good position as one of the writers for the “Readers Digest” which has 

great circulation and I think is really a strong force against democracy and socialism! 

 

March 26, 1948 Dr Wade came and redressed my leg which is doing well but stiff and itchy. 

 Bill Bomar came to lunch and loaned us a book against the whole modern movement in 

Art “Mona Lisa’s mustache”1156. It has made some disturbance and I hope it may head off some 

of the monkey shines which are now called art and give the realist some chance to be seen. 

 The book is a little to[sic] extremely intolerant of all Futurism (which he proves was 

closely allied to fascism) Cubism (which I think was good medicine) Dadaism and Surrealism 

which are dopey as modernly practiced. He proves to his own satisfaction that it is all Magic 

Hocus pokus Theosophy and the occult. The writer is T.H. Robsjohn Gibbings (Gibbings) and he 

has done a lot of research but I dont think he recognizes that the whole modern movement has 

been a great stop for the degeneration of the 19th Century. 

 

March 27, 1948 Joe Pollet called and tells me that he has been turned down by the Guggenheim 

Foundation which I regret. He is blowing a tough furrow of tradition and needs help. 

 

 
1155 While Eastman held radical political views in his youth, he became more conservative and anti-
communist in the years after the Depression. He was a friend of Trotsky and anti-Stalin. 

1156 Mona Lisa’s Mustache was written by T.H. Robsjohn-Gibbings (1905–1976), an architect and 
furniture designer, and published in 1947 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T._H._Robsjohn-Gibbings)   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T._H._Robsjohn-Gibbings
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March 28, 1948 Our “Folks” came to dinner at about 3 P.M. and afterward X.J. Barile joined the 

party and he and mother Farr always get along beautifully. He keeps her laughing. Dr Charles F. 

had great joy in looking a the volume of H. Bosch’s paintings presented to me by the Artists 

Equity Directors. 

 After the Farrs left X.J.B. stayed to supper with us and he is cheerful altho’ in a very 

depressing position in regard to his work no studio. He has a younger brother in Piano 

Manufacturing and is well off, but is near a nervous breakdown. 

 

March 29, 1948 Dr Preston Wade came in at noon hour and removed the greater part of my leg- 

bandages and told me that I could now tend it myself. Good news and I did quite a good deal of 

walking, pacing up and down the living room and walking upstairs to the studio and down. 

 I wrote, by request on phone, a short foreword for an ex. of Howard Pattersons pictures to 

be shown in Newark stressing the fact that he had not followed the modernistic trends, etc. 

 I must say that the modern movement including Van Gogh & Cezanne and Renoir have 

had an effect on my thinking and my work. I think I have used the trend as a medicine. It has 

brought me to a much greater interest in and enjoyment of the traditional masters. A model 

called. Viola Hayward1157 - Spanish and English using mothers name Father was a Narvaez a 

native of note in Span. history. 

 

March 30, 1948 This morning I went upstairs and worked for two hours or so. 
 

1157 Unknown. 
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 After lunch I lay down for an hour and then went at painting again on the “Circe” with 

Airplanes. My legs and feet tire easily but I stood up to the work. 

 Helen painted today for the first time in months. She can not stand for long result of her 

operation (in December?) 

 H. invited the Pachs and the Saul Padovers to dine here tomorrow night. I am invited by a 

small pocket magazine “Pageant”1158 to write 500 words for an article on the “Lively Arts” and 

will think it over. 

 

March 31, 1948 Worked on Circe for a while in the morning. 

 After lunch Viola Hayward (Narvaez) came to pose. I started a 16x20 head with 

supporting hands working on underpainting in tempera.1159 

 She has lived in Mexico and 6 months in New York. She is a “Powers” model works for 

photographers at high rate of pay. Says she likes to work for artists and gives them low rates. I 

am paying 4.00 for 3 hours. 

 The Pachs and Padovers came for dinner and we had a very pleasant evening. I showed 

many pictures. Mrs Padover is very charming and a bit flattering maybe. 

 
1158 Pageant was a digest-sized monthly magazine that ran from 1944-1977 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pageant_(magazine)).  

1159 Viola (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1223 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pageant_(magazine))
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 Bill Bomar came in before dinner. He has been to Washington to see the paintings taken 

from Salt --- where they were placed for safety by Hillers gang. They are to be returned to the 

Kaiser Frederick Museum in Berlin.1160 

 

April 1, 1948 Worked on the head of the Spanish girl this morning still in tempera. After lunch 

Yolande Van Reesema came in to say goodbye as she is leaving on Sunday for her house in 

Florida. So gay and worried too. 

 Later in the afternoon two men representing the “Protestant” magazine1161 called to solicit 

paintings for two sales, one in Chicago one in Los Angeles for benefit of “The Cause”. We let 

them have for collection Monday “Barn and Mountains”1162 “Cleft of Black Mesa”1163 “Lone 

Pine”1164 and “Hill (Cerro Gordo) in Canyon”1165. They felt that prices were high. 

 

 
1160 “Paintings from Berlin Museums” ran at the National Gallery of Art from March 17-April 25, 1948. It 
was a controversial show due to the fact that the paintings had been taken from Germany in 1945 for 
“safekeeping.” Many curators and cultural leaders believed that the United States was thus confiscating 
the works, leading Truman to guarantee that they would be returned. Before 1945, they had been kept in 
salt mines below ground to protect them from Allied bombings after being removed during Hitler’s 
purges of art he deemed unworthy. Many of the works in the show traveled to other venues around the 
country before being returned to their homes in museums such as the Kaiser Friedrich Museum 
(https://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/1948/berlin_paintings.html; (https://new.artsmia.org/stories/saved-
from-the-salt-mines-part-ii-of-rediscovering-an-incredible-1948-exhibition-of-art-stolen-by-nazis/)    

1161 Unsure of what magazine this is. 

1162 Barn and Mountains (Mrs. Belle Lubetsky) Elzea 1093 

1163 Cleft in the Black Mesa (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 686 not in TMS or eMuseum 

1164 Lone Pine, Santa Fe (Doris McNicol) Elzea 741 

1165 Hill in the Canyon (Wichita Art Museum) Elzea 769 

https://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/1948/berlin_paintings.html
https://new.artsmia.org/stories/saved-from-the-salt-mines-part-ii-of-rediscovering-an-incredible-1948-exhibition-of-art-stolen-by-nazis/
https://new.artsmia.org/stories/saved-from-the-salt-mines-part-ii-of-rediscovering-an-incredible-1948-exhibition-of-art-stolen-by-nazis/
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April 2, 1948 Worked on the head and hands of Miss Heyward who posed in the afternoon. It 

moves, I hope. 

 In the evening Cecil and Agatha Bell came to dinner and we spent a nice evening in chat. 

 In the back of my skull I am bothering over the 500 words that I have agreed to write for 

“Pageant” trying to build up a frame of mind. 

 

April 3, 1948 I lay in bed until 9.30. 

 Dr Wade came to dress my led[sic] about noon and says my leg is doing well and that we 

can now tend its dressing. 

 After lunch a went up to the studio but found nothing to do. 

 I took a couple of hours today to write the short article or what you may call it for 

“Pageant”. Helen and I think it will answer the purpose. She will type it for me.1166 

 With this off my mind I feel relieved and for the rest of the day indulged in a bit of 

indigestion so that we skipped supper tonight as H. joins me in feeling poorly. 

 

April 4, 1948 Beautiful clear spring day. Helen walked for an hour in afternoon and saw the first 

One Man Ex. ever given at the Whitney Museum of Amer. Art a retrospective ex of the work of 

 
1166 FIND ARTICLE? 
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Yashuo Kuniyoshi Japanese born.1167 His work is playful and thin but he does use much graphic 

technique [with clever results.] (perhaps HFS wrote this []). 

 

April 5, 1948 Worked a while in the morning on a frame toning it. 

 In the afternoon Viola Narvaez posed again and I went on with the head and hands I had 

started last week. It seems to be going. 

 

April 6, 1948 Wokred on the “Circe” panel today. 

 In the evening early Bill Bomar came over for awhile and his friend Wm. Keenbusch1168 

coming down the hall to see Bill and we asked him to come in. He is an intelligent young fellow 

quite outspoken. H. fixed a supper for all and they stayed until after 11 oclock. K. whose face I 

remember very well studied at the League in my class some 15 years ago. He was pleased to hear 

that I had nominated him for the Schilling Fund this year even tho’ he did not get by. 

 Helen went to Dr Smiths office for a check up today. He advised her to see her medical 

doctor as, while Smiths operation is doing well she is not getting back into usual form. 

  

April 7, 1948 Leaving me reading in bed after my breakfast Helen went uptown to see her M.D. 

who looked her over for she has had sensations of dizziness. He gave her injections. 

 
1167 The Kuniyoshi retrospective ran from March 27 to May 9, 1948. 

1168 Sloan is misspelling Kienbusch. 



774 
 

 H. gave me lunch and after, at 2 oclock I painted from Senorita Narvaez went into the 

linear texture glaze. 

 

April 8, 1948 After breakfast for me in bed Helen took 2 paintings of mine Nude with Hand 

Mirror and “Riders in the Hills” up to the Manhattan Storage Co for the selection of the Jury for 

“Pepsi Cola” Exhibition. I send to this so that I can say that they “turn me down”. Which perhaps 

is just, but the shown pictures are not all better! I worked on the Viola portrait this morning. 

 

April 9, 1948 This afternoon Miss Narvaez posed and Helen and I both drew from her. 

 In the morning H. went up town to see her aunt Katherine D’Este at her mothers home. 

 

April 10, 1948 Today I signed a letter of the Committee of One Thousand1169 demanding the 

abolishment of the Committee on UnAmerican Activities which is a disgrace to this nation. 

 I worked on “Circe” today but do not feel that it is going very well. 

 Helen went uptown and saw Exhibition of Picasso and Van Gogh1170, and in the afternoon 

she cleaned the living room and others downstairs. 

 
1169 The Committee of One Thousand attempted to bring an end to HUAC and protest the Mundt-Nixon 
bill, which would have required all Communist Party members in the US to register with the attorney 
general (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mundt-Nixon_Bill). See also WEB DuBois, The Correspondence 
of, Volume 3, p.196. The letter is available here: http://credo.library.umass.edu/view/full/mums312-b117-
i411. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mundt-Nixon_Bill
http://credo.library.umass.edu/view/full/mums312-b117-i411
http://credo.library.umass.edu/view/full/mums312-b117-i411
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 I took a walk on the roof for about an hour. The sun and air were new to me. My first 

exposure since I came from the hospital. 

 

April 11, 1948 Mr George Zabriskie and his wife came this afternoon and I went on for about an 

hour and a half with the portrait I had started of the bright orange haired lady. It moves pretty 

well. 

 At about 5.30 we went by invitation down to 30 Fifth Ave to visit George F.(?) and 

Elizabeth Hamlin whom we have not seen for some time altho he was present at the opening of 

the ex at Kraushaars. 

 George has a fine Television receiver and we greatly enjoyed our first view of this 

amazing new electronic invention. Two Irish actors did a scene from Othello and we were 

convinced that it could be of great educational value. Elizabeth seems to be a little out of health. 

George seems well. 

 

April 12, 1948 This morning H went up to see her doctor leaving me a nice lunch. I painted for a 

while and at 12.30 enjoyed my lunch alone. 

 At three oclock I went up and met Helen at Dr Wade’s where we were both attended to. 

My leg will need bandaging for some time to come. 

 

 
1170 This show is not in the Met’s or MoMA’s archives, so it’s unclear where it was held. 
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April 13, 1948 In the morning Ernest Roth the etcher, a recent widower, who has been printing 

my plates for a couple of years past came in with 420 proofs. We are glad to get them. After 

lunch Miss Narvaez (Heyward) posed for figure drawings. H. and I both worked for 3 hours. 

 Drawing gives a fine feeling of well doing even when they are not too well done. 

 Miss Lee Roux (Modeska) the dancer model we used last year brought in a small poorish 

old painting (or copy) a dubious Murillo.  

 After dinner Miss Eliz. McCausland1171 came in to see whether I could help her on data in 

re Alfred Maurer1172 painter director of Soc. Indep. Artists. She is writing and compiling a 

Catalogue critique for a memorial ex1173 of his work to be held at the Walker Art Center in the 

mid west. We enjoyed the evening. 

 

April 14, 1948 Helen went to the R.R. ticket offices and started negotiations for our trip to Santa 

Fe. We are leaving later this year as we need attention by our physician Dr Wade. 

 I worked on “Circe” which is still a problem and a tough one. 

 While H. was out I began to sign the 400 proofs which Roth left with us yesterday. I 

worked for a couple of hours at this. 

 
1171 Elizabeth McCausland (1899-1965) writer, art critic 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_McCausland)  

1172 Alfred Maurer (1868-1932) American modernist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Henry_Maurer)  

1173 This exhibition ran from September 11-October 16, 1949 at the Walker Art Center and November 6-
December 11, 1949 at the Whitney Museum. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_McCausland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Henry_Maurer


777 
 

 

April 15, 1948 Up at about 10 AM. 

 Signed and titled about 100 prints this morning. H. went out at 11 oclock for a walk. 

 In the afternoon we drew from Miss Hayward (Narvaez) and as we find her a rather 

untrained artists model forgetting to hold the pose with any stability we decided to call it quits. 

 In the evening we went to dinner at Viv. Organs (Henris studio apartment) 10 Gramercy 

Park beside Viv. & Mary Roberts there were present Mr & Mrs and another elderly writer also 

Wallace Morgan the illustrator an old friend of mine. A conversational evening followed a very 

good turkey dinner prepared by Miss Violet Organ her self. 

 

April 16, 1948 This evening we had set for Mr & Mrs Siporin1174 to call on us and we found 

them interesting. His drawings such as I have seen are of a very good sort. I do not know his 

painting. He has done a large mural1175 in a public building in St. Louis during the Treasury 

Departments patronage of artists. I made the 5’x16’ panel in Bronxville P.O. at that time. As we 

were all of a liberal sort we were able to discuss the awful world situation without too much 

disturbance. 

 

 
1174 Mitchell Siporin (1910-1976), social realist painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitchell_Siporin)  

1175 Siporin and Edward Millman (1907-1964) painted this mural in 1941-1942 after winning the 
competition sponsored by the Treasury Department to christen the new post office 
(http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/a-look-back-chicago-artists-tell-story-of-early-
st/article_ab975d8a-5f69-5c0c-bd97-9993478fee76.html)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitchell_Siporin
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/a-look-back-chicago-artists-tell-story-of-early-st/article_ab975d8a-5f69-5c0c-bd97-9993478fee76.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/a-look-back-chicago-artists-tell-story-of-early-st/article_ab975d8a-5f69-5c0c-bd97-9993478fee76.html
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April 17, 1948 This morning we went by beautiful ferry ride to Staten Island where Cecil Bell 

and Agatha met us in their new Nash car and drove us to their wonderfully located home on the 

bluffs over the entrance to N.Y. harbor. We had a very good lunch and then were taken in the car 

southward to see South Beach and the many sections of the out lying part of New York City. 

 The old houses and wooded hills with occasional dwellings some quite fine and old 

around/among??? the woods were all new to me. We seemed to be miles from N.Y.C. but in 

almost undiscovered country. As it is possible that the future will bring a tunnel under the Bay 

connecting with Manhattan it is well to know the present small villages before spoiled. 

 A good dinner and twin beds for H and I in a pretty little attic room. 

 

April 18, 1948 A beautiful cloudless day and the large plate glass window in Bells breakfast 

room displayed a wonderful view of the shipping in the Bay and the Brooklyn shore line in the 

distance. 

 Agatha worked on planting roses on their terraced garden. I paced the grass plot and 

played with Rusty a beautiful and affectionate Irish setter one of the family. A good lunch and 

sitting around until about 4 PM when we went on another ride & exploration. 

 A beef steak dinner, which has been a rare thing with us for years was much enjoyed. 

Then “Spike” took us upstairs to his studio and got out some of his paintings which are fine and 

show real interest in life in the City and on the ferries. Then to bed. 
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April 19, 1948 This morning Agatha rode to her teaching job in the car. Spike who has to serve 

on court Jury this morning (unless excused) took us to the bus and we took ferry to Manhattan 

and home. 

 Helen did a good house cleaning job and made lunch. 

 At 3.30 Mr Leaf and Miss Scott came to make personal photos of me for “Pageant” 

magazine to be used with the article I am to write for them. I thought up a couple of rather novel 

settings for myself and we also made a couple at the easel (which latter being more ordinary will 

probably be chosen). 

 

April 20, 1948 Leaving me to get up at leisure Helen went up to see her doctor and call on her 

mother. 

 I found work to do on “Circe” which is now in an interesting “confetti” stage with dotted 

color texture. To Dr Wade in afternoon 3 PM. 

 In the late afternoon Walter & Magda Pach called. He to say good bye as he leaves for 

Paris by boat about a week from today (Wedns) 

 Helen brought down several of her art book collection. Cranack1176 I had but slight 

knowledge of, a Bosch book smaller but containing pictures not in the large & beautiful volume 

presented to me by Artists Equity. 

 
 

1176 Lucas Cranach the Elder (c.1472-1553), German Renaissance painter and printmaker 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucas_Cranach_the_Elder)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucas_Cranach_the_Elder


780 
 

April 21, 1948 Helen went shopping this morning and found a government War Surplus Silk 

Parachute, which she will make into underwear for me. Also got two Congoleum rugs from 

Macy’s for the Studio where our floor is so old and splintered. 

 I painted for an hour or so on Circe also took a walk and sat in the sun on our roof this 

P.M. 

 

April 22, 1948 Resting in bed as is quite usual for me after H. serves my breakfast. 

 Helen got at the silk parachute cutting out four union suits of underwear for me. We have 

been unable to get pongee silk for this purpose for many years and I have been quite raggedy 

beneath the surface. 

 I painted on “Circe” again to day and think it is going well. I am much pleased by H. 

liking it now. 

 The Italian election1177 went as our U.S. government desired. It cost us many dollars but 

the communists only got 30% of the votes. What is called the Marshall plan to save Europe from 

Communism will cost many billions. Will it spread democracy? 

 

April 23, 1948 Obit NYTimes Wallace Morgan, Illustrator, Dies 

 
1177 The US was worried that if the communist and/or leftist parties were elected, Italy would fall into the 
USSR sphere of influence. The centrist Christian Democrats ultimately gained a plurality of the vote, thus 
winning the most seats in the Italian legislature 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_general_election,_1948)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_general_election,_1948
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April 24, 1948 There is a day missing somewhere but this is Saturday. I rested in bed quite late. 

H. did some shopping and got our lunch. 

 No painting today. 

 In the evening we went by subway to see the Harry Neely’s and have dinner. Their 

apartment building is across from Bronx Court house where Charles Rudy1178 (Son of my old 

Penn. Acad FA friend Horace Rudy1179) has done some very good sculptured groups. We had a 

nice dinner and afterward a lady friend who like H. Neely has done Radiowriting Marylin Stone 

came in. Good evening of talk. H. asked all three down to dinner with us. 

 Its the scum that rises to the top. The dregs go to the bottom. The Remainder? 

 

April 25, 1948 Sunday - At dinner today we had as guests Dr & Mrs Farr Senior and Dr & Mrs 

Farr Junior Hollon is now resident in charge at Hartford Hospital. He and Ann are looking well 

and like the place.  

 A Doctor from Hartford called for “Brud” and Ann after 5 PM. We then by invitation 

crossed the hall to Bill Bomar’s studio where he had a number of friends from Texas An etcher 

 
1178 Charles Rudy (1904-1986) sculptor, sculpture teacher at PAFA, Cooper Union, etc. 
(https://www.michenerartmuseum.org/bucksartists/artist/210/)  

1179 John Horace Rudy (1870-1940) glass artist from Pennsylvania 
(https://www.ydr.com/story/news/history/blogs/universal-york/2015/10/23/rudy-stained-glass-york-
county-treasure/74473348/)  

https://www.michenerartmuseum.org/bucksartists/artist/210/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/history/blogs/universal-york/2015/10/23/rudy-stained-glass-york-county-treasure/74473348/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/history/blogs/universal-york/2015/10/23/rudy-stained-glass-york-county-treasure/74473348/


782 
 

Miss McVey1180 and a young Architect also W. Kienbush the artist. We had a highball with them 

and left them to go various ways. 

 

April 26, 1948 In the afternoon by appointment we were visited by Edmund Clark1181 

“Appraiser” who wants me to write a foreword to Catalogue of Ex he is getting up for a Polish 

Refugee artist1182 who showed me very ordinary landscapes done in Europe and to whom I gave 

a short letter of commendation. I regret that kindness. Clark was --- in the need of Ex place for 

Independent ex and others NY City has no suitable place. 

 Miss Latteaux posed in the morning. She is classic. Not young a little heavy.  

 In the evening went to a dinner at the Knickerbocker Club for the Institute of Arts & 

Letters. I enjoyed the discussion after dinner and contributed the suggestion that the upper 50 the 

Academy was either the dregs or scum in either case it was no use and should be stirred in or 

skimmed off. 

 Home in a taxi with Mahouri Young,1183 Franklin P. Adams and another. 

 Helen and her friend Kay Von Minkewitz were at home. I got back about 10.30. Kay is in 

town leaving tomorrow. She has a good position with Red Cross in Philad’a a supervisor. She 

has a room in the Chelsea on a lower floor. [von Minckwitz] 

 
1180 Unknown. 

1181 Cannot find information. 

1182 Unclear who this artist is or what this show was. 

1183 Mahnori Young (1877-1957) American sculptor (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahonri_Young)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahonri_Young
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April 27, 1948 This morning Helen and drew from Miss Latteaux the ex Russian Ballet. Her 

sheer beauty is wonderful. No longer young but a wonderful complexion milk white with 

delicate rose. A nice well trained model besides. 

 Miss Von Minkiewitz called again in the afternoon and left later for Philadelphia. In the 

latter part of the afternoon X.J. Barile came bearing gifts as usual. H. asked him to dinner and we 

enjoyed a very pleasant evening with him. He is so cheerful and yet he is worried no doubt as he 

can find no studio nor has a position as teacher developed for him. 

 

April 28, 1948 Walter Pach phoned “good bye” he is sailing for France this morning. 

 At 11 A.M. I went up to the A.S. League where with Guy Pene du Bois and Geo. LK. 

Morris1184 (a decided modern abstractionist). I served on a Judging Committee for the award of 

2500.00 Scholarship. There were works by 50 students to be considered. There seemed to be 

generally two marked tendencies. One toward the so called Modern with Picasso etc, the other a 

more or less skilled academic motive of a very raw sort. After a good lunch with Klonis now 

league manager we came back and finished. We (DuB. and I uniting) decided on ......... as two 

alternates were also to be chosen we more or less went with Morris on them. 

 Bill Bomar brought in high balls about 5 o’clock and H. invited him for dinner. He has 

had inoculations for cholera and etc in preparation for going to Italy in a couple of weeks. 

 
1184 George Lovett Kingsland Morris (1905-1975) writer, editor, painter, sculptor 
(https://americanart.si.edu/artist/george-l-k-morris-3421)  

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/george-l-k-morris-3421
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April 29, 1948 This morning Helen and I drew from Miss Latteaux and are still quite 

overpowered by her beauty of body.  

 Mailed my Comments on Lively Art of 48 to “Pageant”. 

 In the afternoon we went up to 460 Tenth Av. to the offices of Atlas Transp. Co and met 

Colonel Crowley!1185 He is an energetic sort of rough business man who has decided to start 

Hells Kitchen Gallery.1186 Has a large suitable room and he and Edm. Clark who saw us on 

Monday are opening with an ex of the work of Pogrzeba1187 the emigre Pole. I agreed to write a 

foreword to catalogue. The “Colonel” intends to make the gallery (quite out of the Art gallery 

district) available to young and unknown painters. This enlists my help more than Pogrzeba’s 

paintings. Walking home H. and I had dinner at old Petitpas on 29th St. Nick is still there 

wearing his hair very long over his collar. We didnt ask why. We ate roast duck, mostly back. 

 Came home and wrote foreword. Helen typed it and it is on its way by mail! It is quite 

noncommital[sic] as to merit of Pogrz in which I hope wont be too easily seen. 

 

April 30, 1948 Helen went up town and secured out railway reservations to Santa Fe. It has 

taken fully two weeks! and they are for May 28th. 

 
1185 Unknown. 

1186 Not much information available on this gallery. 

1187 Search results turn up a Wolfgang and Gerhard Pogrzeba. 
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 After lunch we unrolled and spread two congoleum rugs on the floor of the studio quite a 

strenuous job. We think we will give them a coat of paint to harmonize better. 

 In the late afternoon to Aline Rhonie’s who is at the Langdon Hotel - 56th St. We heard 

her account of her work and travels and house on Long Island. She took us to dinner where we 

ate a semi tolerable meal and she paid about $12.00 for it! and they say that prices are to go 

steadily upward! 

 

May 1, 1948 Today a notice from the Art Stu. League gives the result of our meeting on 

Wednesday. The name of the student receiving the MacDowell Scholarship is Chas. Murray 

Foster 29 yrs old1188. His story indicates that he may succeed. 

 A notice from Pepsi-Cola1189 jury informs me that my small painting “Riders in the Hills” 

has been accepted. This breaks my record of rejections for that Ex. 

 In the afternoon I started a small panel in tempera from Miss Latteaux while Helen made 

drawings.1190 

 After dinner H. did some laundry. i listened to the radio. The news from Palestine is 

ominous.1191 Arabs coming on in force. Its time for Jehovah to strike them down. A member of 

 
1188 Charles Murray Foster (born 1919), American painter (http://waller-
yoblonsky.blogspot.com/2016/01/c.html).  

1189 The fifth annual Pepsi-Cola exhibition ran from March 15 to April 17, 1949. 

1190 Brunette Nude and City (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1225 

1191 For more information on the 1948 Palestine War: (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Palestine_war). 
Sloan is talking about the first phase, which ended May 14, 1948. 

http://waller-yoblonsky.blogspot.com/2016/01/c.html
http://waller-yoblonsky.blogspot.com/2016/01/c.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Palestine_war
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the government is assassinated in Greece1192. Too bad they did not get the whole lot of rotten 

exploiters of the Greek people. Goodridge Roberts1193 artists who studied with me at the league 

here on short visit from Canada. Came in to see us. Doing well painting and teaching. A young 

cousin McDonald1194 was with him. They had seen the Matisse Ex in Phila Art Museum1195. He is 

nephew of Wm. --- Roberts the late husband of Mary Fenton Roberts. 

 

May 2, 1948 Mrs. Zabreskie had promised to pose today and failed to come or to phone. So I 

took the day off. Tinkered a bit on the “Circe” (with the air planes). She is always there to afford 

exercise in odd moments. 

 

May 3, 1948 This afternoon we worked from Miss Lee Roux (Modeska). H. drew and I worked 

in tempera on a panel 16x20. How slowly I work nowadays! 

 

May 4, 1948 While Helen went out on her errands I worked a while on yesterdays tempera start. 

 
1192 Minister of Justice Christos Ladas was assassinated on May 1, 1948 by a supposed member of the 
Greek Communist party. As a result, the government declared martial law and executed thousands of 
political prisoners, including 151 or 152 Communists. See Dominique Eudes, The Kapetanios, p. 321. 

1193 William Goodridge Roberts (1904-1974) Canadian landscape painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodridge_Roberts)  

1194 Unclear. 

1195 This show was curated by Henry Clifford and contained 93 paintings, 19 sculptures, and 86 drawings. 
It ran from April 3 to May 9, 1948 (see Flam, Matisse on Art, p. 235 and Rewald, Dabrowski, The 
American Matisse, p. 18) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodridge_Roberts
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 After H. had given us our lunch I rested until time to go up to Dr Wade for an 

examination of my leg which bothers me since the operation more than it had for years before it. 

He says that it is doing well. 

 In the evening Helen prepared a nice dinner for Harry & Madeline Neely and their writer 

friend Miss Marylin Stone. We had a nice evening looking at many of my pictures and H.N. and 

I talking of old Phila Press days. 

 

May 5, 1948 This was errand day for Helen. She went to Macys morning and afternoon too. She 

made our lunch at one oclock. 

 I worked painting on the tempera start I made from Miss Modeska on Monday and it 

seems to be going pretty well. I have trees in the background. She is seated on a white bench 

draped.1196 

 

May 6, 1949 A rather idle day for me But Helen always keep busy. She has made four silk union 

suits for me from a war surplus parachute she bought. Very fine quality at a low price. 

 In the afternoon Eulabie Dix once a student of Henri and one of the frequenters of 

Petitpas while Mr John B. Yeats was there living. She is a miniature painter and does flower 

pieces also. She has lived in Paris and lately in California. 

 

 
1196 Blonde on Bench (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1226 
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May 7, 1948 I painted from Modeska this afternoon and reached a probable finish - lighter in 

color than is usual in my nudes. 

 Helen was busy with her sewing and went on errands. 

 

May 8, 1948 After a waiting period this morning Mrs Zabriskie came to sit again for the portrait 

I started some time ago. But after about an hour she felt quite ill and had to lie down below in the 

living room. I went on with the work however and it is not going badly. 

 We had lunch after 2 P.M. and after resting a while I started painting one of the 

congoleum rugs in the studio. H. had bought the paint a few days ago. I finished with great 

satisfaction and then lay down before dinner. 

  A bit of housework well done gives me great satisfaction. 

 

May 9, 1948 About noon Brud (Dr H. Farr) and Ann came in to see us to bid us good bye for the 

summer. After staying a while we decided to take a ride with them. We went up to the Central 

Park Zoo. A beautiful day the clearest and sunniest we have had. The Zoo was full of children 

and well dressed people. The close bars in the cages of small animals were too annoying to my 

eyes, but the larger elephants, polar bears foxes etc were of great interest. Leaving, we went to 

Dr Chas Farrs it being “mothers day”. We greeted Helen’s mother and stayed after “Brud” and 

Ann left for Hartford with a young doctor friend. We had all had dinner in a nei[g]hborhood 

hotel. We H. and I came back to Farrs and after Bruds party left we sat a while with Dr Chas & 

his Helen leaving for the Chelsea where we spent the evening together happily as always. 
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May 10, 1948 Breakfast for me in bed as usual served by H. 

 Miss Latteaux came to pose at 10 oclock and I started a new small 16x20 panel in 

tempera. H. went up town to Dr Roper for an examination. She is still in subnormal health after 

her operation. 

 At 1 oclock H. returned and the pose was over for the day. 

 After a nice lunch I waited around and at 3.30 oclock went up town to our dentist where I 

had 3 small fillings in one of my 7 or 8 remaining upper teeth! 

 When I got back I went upstairs to work again on my start of this morning. 

 A threatened strike of railway workers has resulted in the U.S. Govt taking over the 

roads!1197 Why not make it permanent?--- 

 

May 11, 1948 Worked on panel started yesterday and the previous one of last week. 

 In the afternoon H went up to a tea of teachers at Nightngale Bamford School. 

 I am of the opinion that I am one of the artists of the past whose efforts form the manure 

or humus out of which the modern genius will grow. 

 

 
1197 Executive Order No. 9957, May 10, 1948 was meant to pre-emptively stop the strike, which was 
planned for May 11. See Department of Commerce, Statstical Abstract of the United States, pp. 249-50. 
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May 12, 1948 Worked on the small panel of “Cinco Niñas”1198 Row of little N.M. children with 

a yellowed tree in arroyo. Helen went shopping until 1 PM came home and made lunch. Went on 

working in afternoon. 

 Magda Pach came in to visit with Helen and Barile came in to visit with me. 

 Helen made a good supper for the four of us. Soon after Magda left. Barile stayed until 

nearly twelve oclock. We enjoyed looking through a book of Mantegnas1199 works. What a 

draftsman! His work is surely realized by this mighty power. 

 Barile tells us that he has not had the service of a doctor since he had measles in Italy at 

the age of six years! 

 

May 13, 1948 I painted from Miss Latteaux in the afternoon after having put in some time in the 

morning on the Little “New Mexicans” (Cinco niñas) which is improved. 

 Miss L. told me of a ballet girl friend who had an operation which brought on “Change of 

life”1200 and became quite “easy to get” for a long period. A later operation upset her as she 

found herself with twins whose parent she could not identify. 

 Bill Bomar came in at 6 oclock and took us over to look at his farewell painting roses 

against a beam of white. He is going away for a few days and shortly flies to Europe for the 

 
1198 Possibly Little New Mexicans (location unknown), Elzea 1210 

1199 Andrea Mantegna (.1431-1506) Italian Renaissance painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrea_Mantegna)  

1200 “Change of life” likely refers to menopause. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrea_Mantegna
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summer. He says that Bonnard ex at Modern Museum1201 is worth seeing in fact he seems 

enthusiastic about it.  

 Teresa B. writes that a convict escaped from N.M penitentiary has been roaming our hills 

and has been caught. 

 Thursday night Helen went to the Protestant auction. A litho 15.00 etching of J.S. was 

sold at 37.00. She bought a large etching by Peggy Bacon1202 for 25.00 first bid. 

 In connection with the convict escape someone placed a plank under a window in 

“Sinagua” broke a window pane. Some books have been disturbed dont seem like convict. I 

suspect our ranch neighbor Dave. S. 

 

May 14, 1948 I worked from Miss Latteaux this afternoon. Helen went out to make some 

sketchings and found interest in a womans hat shop. 

 After H. came home Florence McCormick called on the ‘phone, leaving for the summer 

in the country. 

 After dinner Ruth Martin and her boss Mr Glover came and we spent a good evening 

projecting on a screen the new color slides made from about 60 of my paintings after the 

Kraushaar ex. Most of them are very satisfactory. 

 

 
1201 Pierre Bonnard ran from May 10 to September 6, 1948. 

1202 Margaret Frances Bacon (1895-1987) printmaker, caricaturist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peggy_Bacon)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peggy_Bacon
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May 15, 1948 I rose rather late after H. had gone out to make some more drawings. I worked on 

the “Little New Mexicans” panel 16x20. It seems to be nearing the point where it will be 

finished. 

 Trouble with the Arabs etc for the Palestine Jews has broken forth as the English 

leave1203. I hope that the Jews are well supplied with munitions of war. My hope is that they may 

be able to establish their small country which is to be called Israel. Our U.S. govt has recognized 

the new govt. But many interests are working against the Jewish partition of Palestine. 

 

May 16, 1948 Nothing of any note today. 

 Palestine is the scene of further fighting. I hope that the Jews will be able to maintain 

their territory of Israel. 

 

May 17, 1948 This morning the elusive Mrs Zabreskie posed for me and I made another attempt 

at her portrait which is now a bit stronger. 

 Helen went out sketching again and rode the subway for subjects. 

 

May 18, 1948 In the afternoon I painted from Miss Latteaux and while she is a very good model 

I suspect that I’m not much of a painter. Helen went out sketching again and took her way to 

 
1203 On May 14, David Ben-Gurion declared the establishment of the state of Israel. On May 15, the 
British Mandate ends; Jordan, Egypt and Syria invade. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Arab%E2%80%93Israeli_War#First_phase:_15_May_%E2%80%93
_11_June_1948)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Arab%E2%80%93Israeli_War#First_phase:_15_May_%E2%80%93_11_June_1948
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Arab%E2%80%93Israeli_War#First_phase:_15_May_%E2%80%93_11_June_1948
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Madison Square for subjects. She says that it is very beautiful with life and light. I know this 

very well and often spent hours there about 40 years ago. 

 

May 19, 1948 This morning I worked from Mrs Zabriskie and I think the portrait is advancing. 

Helen went up to the Met. Museum to see th German Berlin collection1204 sent on from 

Washington. A fee of 50 cts is being charged by the Army of U.S. to provide a fund for benefit 

of German children. Coming home and preparing lunch Helen suggested that we both go up to 

see the pictures in the afternoon. Though tired I went up and greatly enjoyed the collection. The 

Rembrandts and Pieter de Hosch “The Mother”1205 a wonderful interior far better than the 

Vermeers. Many other great works. I soon became sated with great pictures but it was a great 

experience. So much less trouble than a trip to Europe. H. of course knows how many more 

wonderful things can be seen in Italy Spain etc. Discovered how Hals fades in presence of the 

great ones (as I suspected.) 

 

May 20, 1948 In the afternoon painted from Miss Latteaux but things did not go very well. 

 

May 21, 1948 In the morning I went up to the Academy of A.& L. to a meeting followed by 

lunch where H. joined me. Many friends there Van Wyck Brooks etc. I sat next to Judith 

 
1204 Paintings from the Berlin Museums ran at the Metropolitan Museum from May 17 to June 11, 1948. 

1205 Probably Woman Lacing Her Bodice Beside a Cradle (c.1660), Gemaeldegalerie, Berlin 
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Anderson1206 and we seemed to get along. I told her I had been the first Trilby on the stage at the 

Penna Academy of Fine Arts. The ceremonial after lunch was well attended. Grants of $1000. 

were awarded to about a dozen non members. Thornton Wilder1207 spoke at length. An exhibition 

of works by new members of the Acad and grantees and an outdoor luncheon followed. H. Neely 

and Madeline were there also. Mrs Abercrombie Helens “aunt.” We arrived home at the Chelsea 

7.30 P.M. 

 

May 22, 1948 It will be necessary for us to change our plans about going to Santa Fe on the date 

planned (28th). Helens doctor will need to go on with her investigation of her condition. She has 

not yet become normal since her operation. I have always said that the beauty of New York at 

this time of year has made me leave it with regret. So Im satisfied. 

 I painted from Miss Charlotte Latteaux this afternoon. I cant say that it is going well. 

 Saul K. Padover sent me a copy of his new boo[k] “Experiment in Germany”1208 an 

account of his work during the war in the Department of “Psychological Warfare”. 

 In return we mailed him a copy of “Gist of Art”. 

 

May 23, 1948 Today is the Birthday of A great man somewhere? 
 

1206 Dame Judith Anderson (1898-1992), British actress and Oscar nominee 
(https://www.portrait.gov.au/people/judith-anderson-1898)  

1207 Thornton Wilder (1897-1975), writer and playwright, known for “Our Town” 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thornton_Wilder)  

1208 Experiment in Germany was published in 1946. 

https://www.portrait.gov.au/people/judith-anderson-1898
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thornton_Wilder
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 At Helens suggestion and urging I walked out 23rd and through the paths of Madison 

Square which is quite beautiful with the fresh green of the trees. I miss the throbbing Fountain of 

the past, I made paintings (2)1209 of it during my early years in N.Y.C. 

 Helen roasted (on B Bomars electric machine) a nice duck for dinner and Dr Chas & Mrs 

Farr were our guests. The bird was deliciously done and the dinner was a great success. 

 

May 24, 1948 Worked on one of the Charlotte panels this morning. Helen went to change our 

railway reservations to June 28. She mailed a copy of “Gist of Art” to a man in the US Embassy 

in Buenos Aires who has sent me some amateur woodcuts and for some strange reason gets the 

book in exchange. In the afternoon I went up to Dr Wade and he is pleased with progress of my 

leg “operation”. 

 Leaving Wades I walked across Central Park and it was beautiful. The Mall and the lake 

and the thick fresh green of trees grass and shrubs. 

 Back before H. who had gone out. I worked on another small nude panel started last week 

from C Latteaux. 

 

May 25, 1948 Miss Latteaux posed for me this morning and I went on with the big nude with 

New Mexico landscape.1210 

 
1209 Throbbing Fountain, Night (Delaware Art Museum, 1997-40) Elzea 146 and Throbbing Fountain, 
Madison Square (Thyssen Museum) Elzea 81 

1210 Nude on Porch (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1227 
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 After lunch altho it was raining I suggested that we go out and visit the German paintings 

still at the Metropolitan Museum. We set out and arrived to see a long line of visitors waiting to 

check their umbrellas etc. The pictures gave us renewed pleasure & we met Magda Pach and 

Miss Rodgers sister of Mary R. who died some years ago. 

 Signed a protest against censorship which seems to me to be important. 

 There are many things of antifascist importance wanting my signature for some reason. 

 

May 26, 1948 Puttering with details of one of the panels Nude in N.M.” in the morning. After 

lunch as H. was starting out to see a fine collection of paintings at the Century Club1211 property 

of Philadelphia MacElheny1212, I got the idea that it would be well for me to go along. 

 The pictures are very fine. Ingres portrait of a French woman1213 Fine Renoir Paris 

Boulevard trees and carriages1214. A very fine David Pope Pius VII and a cardinal1215 a great 

work. Interior night Degas, not important1216. A beautiful small Delacroi’s preparatory study of 

 
1211 Century Club archives are not readily available online.  

1212 These paintings were from the collection of Henry Plumer McIlhenny (1910-1986), philanthropist, 
collector who left his estate to the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Plumer_McIlhenny)  

1213 Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres, Portrait of the Countess of Tournon (1812), Philadelphia Museum 
of Art 

1214 Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Les Grands Boulevards (1875), Philadelphia Museum of Art 

1215 Jacques-Louis David, Portrait of Pope Pius VII and Cardinal Capara (c.1805), Philadelphia Museum 
of Art 

1216 Edgar Degas, Interior (1868-69), Philadelphia Museum of Art 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Plumer_McIlhenny
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Orgy of Sardanapolis1217 very beautiful quite wonderful in fact. A large T. Lautrec rather too 

much space for him to conquer1218. We walked home stopping at Automat for a cup of coffee. A 

sociable ex Viennese gentleman1219 who has been an American for 45 years, Printer Chiropractor 

and Amateur artist! A phone from Milwaukee requests me to act on a jury out there which I 

declined. 

 

May 27, 1948 Started tempera underpainting on a panel 22x35 Latteaux nude back lying on 

couch, gold yellow.1220 

 In the evening Mary Regensburg (Feist) with Leonard F. called and brought one of her 

recent paintings for me to see. I thought it very good for one who is painting so seldom. She says 

that she has a two room apt on East side which she shares with a girl friend as a Studio. Her 

children two girls are a deep interest. 

 

May 28, 1948 Working this morning on the panel of red haired and rosy Mrs Zabreskie. There 

seems to be no chance to snatch another sitting from her. I’ll see what can be done without her. 

Helen went to Dr. R. and had another “shot”. After 3 in the afternoon X.J. Barile paid us a visit 

and stayed to dine. He brought 1/2 gal of Burgundy wine and in the afternoon watched me go on 

with the nude back panel. We sat and talked and went for a walk on the roof. A beautiful day. 
 

1217 Eugene Delacroix, The Death of Sardanapaulus (1884), Philadelphia Museum of Art 

1218 Possibly Toulouse-Lautrec’s At the Moulin Rouge: The Dance (1890), Philadelphia Museum of Art 

1219 Unknown. 

1220 Santa Fe Siesta (private collection) Elzea 1228  
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 The evening passed pleasantly with Barile telling us of past adventures. A really kind and 

thoughtful human he is. 

 

May 29, 1948 Helen went up by invitation of Miss Latteaux to watch a little group of young 

girls being trained in ballet by Miss Latteaux who later came to pose for me in the afternoon. I 

went on with the reclining nude back turned still in tempera. 

 After our dinner in the evening Don and Lydia Freeman came in telling us that they are 

leaving their apartment on Jones St and are going to travel about start June 14. They will go to 

Dallas Tex first where he has an exhibition. He brought a copy of his reviewed series of 

lithographs “News Stand”1221. He is taking subscriptions at 5.00 for 4 issues a year. A fine group 

of drawings which should be appreciated. 

 

May 30, 1948 Worked on the tempera nude this morning without model. 

 notes then crossed out seems to be from Santa Fe 

 

May 31, 1948 entire page crossed out with note at end (Error see July 26) 

 (No record of this day May 31) 

 

 
1221 “Don Freeman’s News Stand” published its first edition in 1940. 
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June 1, 1948 Worked from Miss Latteaux in the afternoon and the panel seems to be promising. 

 

June 2, 1948 During the morning and afternoon I went on with the background window in the 

nude Miss L’s back turned yellow couch. In the late afternoon B. Bomar brought a young woman 

Trudy1222 ---- who had been on research in Germany for the Nuremberg Trials very intelligent. 

After a cocktail Bill took us out to dinner. Tried Kavanaughs it was too full of people. Taxied up 

to 55th St Charles was closed then walked to Lex Ave & 50 to a French place “Le Bistra” where 

at a very high price we had what would have been a 60 cent dinner forty years ago. Back to our 

apartment for a while and then they left and we to bed. 

 

June 3, 1948 Up late this morning and went up to the studio and worked improving the nude on 

blue porch Mesa background cat and bird. 

 In the afternoon H. and I went in a few minutes by subway to the Modern Art Museum to 

see the memorial exhibition of the work of Pierre Bonnard and it was quite an important show. 

He had a very colorful but not scientific way of painting freely from life about him. He goes 

merrily from canvas to canvas not struggling too much. His humans are often ghosts in 

surroundings more realized than they. He died last year I believe at 80 years of age. The Museum 

is the dynamo of Modernism. Students and artists search the strange works of Picasso, Bracque, 

Klee etc. noses close to canvas. I think a rubber thimble with a velvet tip slipped over the ends of 

their inquiring noses would save wear. 

 
1222 Unknown. 
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June 4, 1948 Painted on the large panel of Miss Latteaux and her dog “Tippy” which seems to 

be going slowly but perchance, surely. 

 Also I worked on the old panel Venus and Fawn making considerable changes in tempera 

lighting the girl and working on the youth as well. 

 (sketch) 

 

June 5, 1948 In the afternoon I painted Miss Mallreaux in the large nude with dog. Helen went 

out to sketch but was diverted by seeing announcement of the Italian movey “Shoeshine”1223 and 

says it is very good indeed. 

 Late in the evening our young artist friend and neighbor across the hall Bill Bomar came 

in to bid us good bye. He flies to Spain tomorrow morning, thence to Italy. He returns September 

or October A great adventure for him although he has often flown to his home in Texas. He 

looks forward especially to the pictures and frescos in Italy. 

 

June 6, 1948 Resting until late this morning, then went up stairs and worked on the large panel 

nude back (with dog). 

 After dinner Helens brother Holon[sic] and wife Ann called on us and after staying a 

while they took us in their car up to 72nd St entrance of Central park where we got out and 

 
1223 Shoeshine (1946) was directed by Vittorio De Sica (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoeshine_(film))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shoeshine_(film))
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walked. I slowly stopping to sketch and sitting a while on the grass by one of the lakes. The 

scene was beautiful nicely dressed people walking sitting and lying about on the grass. The day 

is slightly overcast with thin clouds bringing out all the color. 

 

June 7, 1948 Helen went up town to see her doctor this morning. Dr Roper’s office is in the 

apartment house where her father & mother live on 74th St. E. 

 I started at her suggestion to paint in tempera from a poor sketch that I made yesterday in 

Central Park. After lunch when Helen had it ready I went up and went on with the job. 

 I stopped after three hours and dont feel at all sure of the present status of the panel. 

 

June 8, 1948 Miss Latteaux posed in the afternoon. I had worked 3 hours in the morning so that 

3 hours or more in the afternoon left me well tuckered out. A second go at the Central Park 

landscape and I think another look at the subject. We are having a series of gray days with 

occasional rain. 

 (sketch) 

 

June 9, 1948 Today I renewed my attack on the old panel of “Venus and Faun”. Helen went out 

sketching in the afternoon. 

 The days go by rapidly marked at the conclusion by considerable fatigue. 
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 Today I accepted Fellowship in the American Academy of Arts and Sciences to which I 

have been elected. I suppose they are gathering in out of Boston membership. I know of no good 

reason for my election. 

 

June 10, 1948 Another day of hard work. In the morning worked on the “Venus & Faun”. Helen 

gave me a very helpful pose. As usual she made lunch and I rested until 2 oclock when Miss L. 

posed and Helen went out to make sketches. She is getting quite a good collection of good 

drawings. She is really very good at this. 

 After Miss L. left and H. came home I started to look up a rather large panel nude on 

green sheet foreshortened, hands over head, reclining. 

 Thomas Craven1224 art critic in the June No. Magazine “48” has an article critical of 

modern art Mod. Museum etc with short but in-effective articles in rebuttal by Stu. Davis E. H. 

Cahill and others.1225 They avoid his chief points. My own work of the earlier period comes off 

quite well. 

 

June 11, 1948 Painting on “Venus & Faun” during the morning. But at Helens suggestion after 

lunch we rode by subway up to Central park and I took a look at the subject I have started. A 

gray day and the trees and lawns looked very beautiful and the people strolling and lying on the 

grass. H. made some sketches. 
 

1224 Thomas Craven (1888-1969) writer, critic, known for his harsh and caustic style 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Craven)  

1225 Cannot find archives for the publication. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Craven
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June 12, 1948 I worked on the C. Park landscape in tempera a while this morning. In the 

afternoon Miss Letteaux posed and H. and I both made drawings. This was a nice change for me 

from painting which seems to go rather heavily these days. 

 After supper in the evening Miss Gertrude Halton Dr Marys H’s niece and assistant with 

a friend from the office which is being carried on by her (Dr. DePaoulo1226 (?)) since Marys 

death in January. Gertrude returned 3 panels Nudes of mine which had been loaned to Dr. 

Halton. We showed them pictures and enjoyed their visit. 

 

June 13, 1948 Working on the figure nude in Venus & Faun which is now hovering between 

destruction and rebirth teetering in the balance. 

 In the evening we made the long subway trip to 161st St. to have dinner with the Harry 

Neely’s. We enjoyed a nice evening. His sky diagrams and star finder scheme is being 

considered by a publisher and he has hopes. A very good dinner by Madeline & Mrs Mulcahey, 

her mother, a very nice witty old lady. Catholic to her Irish bones. 

 We presented Neely’s with an etching, “Enters in Rendezvous.” 

 Harry is wondering whether they would not do well by moving out to Hollywood. Acting 

on radio in N.Y. has not been bringing much work for him. 

 

 
1226 Unknown. 
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June 14, 1948 This morning I sent $1.00 dues and $4.00 contribution to the Nat. Council of Arts 

Science & Professions. I feel that the purposes as stated in their letter are worth while. They are 

backing a Third Party with Henry Wallace and while he can not be elected, the protest against 

the Fascist moves now being considered by congress is a good thing. 

 Helen went out before 10 oclock leaving me my lunch prepared. She is lunching with her 

mother. 

 

June 15, 1948 Helen went out sketching in the morning. I worked on “Venus & Faun” 

repainting. Coming home Helen made lunch and at 2 oclock she and I went up town together 

where I saw Dr Wade who dismissed my case (the leg) as cured. Helen went shopping for an 

electric soldering iron for Dr. Farr. Late in the afternoon X. J. Barile came in and H. asked him to 

stay for dinner with us. He is painting a portrait from a photo! 

 Teresa writes that Joe Bakos and the paint maker Ramon Shiva have fallen out. Joe 

worked on plans and gave advice and work on S. new house. Spoke of a settlement and was 

refused any compensation. Ordered out of the house by R.S.!! 

 

June 16, 1948 Helen went out sketching in the morning and made some drawings at Klein’s 

clothing store for women a rough house scramble on 14th St! I painted in studio. After she 

returned and prepared lunch I rested a while and at 2 o’clock Miss Letteaux came and I worked 

on the large panel “New Mexico Siesta” nude on yellow covered couch with dog on chair head 

turned away and N.M. landscape out of window. 
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 Helen spent the evening doing ironing of her wash. She does all our wash. The hotel 

provides towels and sheets. 

 

June 17, 1948 I believe that many of the actions of the Catholic hierarchy and blind and stupid 

followers constitute a super nationalism and that that sort of catholic is a traitor to the United 

States as much or more than a fanatic Communist.1227 

 

June 18, 1948 Tinkering in the morning. 

 In the afternoon I worked again from Miss Letteaux for a while on the large panel then 

went to the small 16x20 green cover on couch city scene out the window. Later I cleaned off the 

work I did today. At dinner we had as guests Harry and Madeline Neely. Helen cooked a nice 

chicken. Harry fells [sic] rather gloomy as he is not working writing is perhaps a tougher line 

than painting. But he could hardly feel lower in mind than I do just now. “Spike” Bell (Cecil) 

and Agatha called at dinner time. He presented me with a new fangled pipe “Kirsten”1228 and I 

was pleased, for while interested I would not buy one. Bells left early. 

 

 
1227 This is one of Sloan’s broad statements. The things he hated about Catholicism were 
positive & easy to define [other notes elsewhere] The insidious policy of Soviet Communism he 
studied with more care as time went on. Saw later how they used the Wallace movement to 
destroy progressive 3rd party. 

1228 A unique brand of pipe, named for its inventor, Professor Frederick K. Kirsten. Kirsten Pipes began 
manufacturing in 1936 (https://www.kirstenpipe.com/history.html). They are still being made and sold 
today. 

https://www.kirstenpipe.com/history.html
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June 19, 1948 I rested in bed until H. went out on a sketching trip. I then went upstairs and 

ta[c]kled a repainting job on a nude on sofa which has been in Dr Haltons office for many years 

and seems to have darkened. This kept me busy repainting in tempera. 

 

June 20, 1948 Worked in tempera repainting of the nude in dressing gown on sofa with oval 

mirror on wall (at present). It is now in a delicate likeable state. At lunch we had as guests lunch 

young Dr. Hollon Farr wife Ann and Mrs Chas Farr H’s mother. I showed them later works of 

course they all liked the underpainting Ive been making! I’ll spoil it later. 

 After lunch the folks looked at a book from my collection “Erotic element in Caricature” 

Fuchs a German publication1229. The young couple were much interested. 

 We then in “Bruds” car rode uptown and H’s mother and H. and I got out left Mrs F. to 

sit on a bench and then walked across through the beautiful lawns rich growth of trees and 

Sunday pleasure seekers. Lovers on the grass. The lake is full of more or less experimental 

oarsmen and girls thicker than leaves in the Fall. A beautiful day and beautiful scenes for a 

painter who is in a week on his way to the New Mexico desert! We saw a water fall and a large 

and romantic cave of whose existance[sic] I had no knowledge. H. and I were happy to walk & 

sit occasionally for about 2 hours. Then by subway home in a very few minutes where H. soon 

had a good dinner ready. 

 

 
1229 Eduard Fuchs (1870-1940) German Marxist scholar (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eduard_Fuchs). 
The Erotic Element in Caricature was published in 1904. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eduard_Fuchs
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June 21, 1948 Working in the morning on the big nude on New Mexico porch with a cat. I have 

put in a side wall to the right. 

 After lunch made by Helen after she had gone up to see her doctor, I worked from Miss 

Letteaux on a small panel started two weeks ago green covered couch. 

 When the pose ended at 5 oclock a young man art Director of Georgia University who 

said he was with me at the League named Lamar Dodd1230 who wants to find an Artist in 

Residence for that Institution asked me to come $4500 a year and 3 hours teaching a week. I 

declined but recommended Joe Pollet at Helens suggestion. Dodd seemed to be interested in the 

idea called Pollets phone number but received no answer. Later in evening he told H on phone to 

try to get in touch with Joe and have him write to Dod. We think Joe would be a good man for 

the position. 

 

June 22, 1948 Working on the small panel nude green covered couch glimpse of city. 

 Helen went out sketching altho it is raining. She found plenty of material in the Penna RR 

Terminal. 

 In the afternoon three young lady students from Georgia University one Miss Glenn1231 2 

others whom Mr Dodd had phoned requesting that we see them arrived and we enjoyed showing 

them pictures and talking technique. They know “Gist of Art” and have it but I hardly think they 

have studied it. 
 

1230 Lamar Dodd (1909-1996), painter and art teacher/administrator 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamar_Dodd)  

1231 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamar_Dodd
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 Radio entertainment is at a low ebb this week as the Republican Party Convention is 

meeting in Philadelphia and the political piffle fills the air.1232 

 

June 23, 1948 Rainy day But H. went sketching. We both drew from Miss Latteaux in the 

afternoon for the last time this season. We like her so much that we hope to have her pose for us 

in the Fall. Our trip to Santa Fe is growing nearer and I find it hard to work on that account. 

 X.J.Barile came to dinner in the evening and we enjoyed his visit as usual. I cleaned up a 

small nude lying on back knee up supporting other foot which had spent 15 years or so in Dr 

Haltons dark offices and had darkened varnish. 

 

June 24, 1948 While H. went out sketching over to 3rd Ave Elevated and up town I painted on 

the little nude making repairs in tempera then varnishing with daMarch 

 After H. came home and made our lunch I worked on the “Venus and Fawn” panel which 

is still undergoing changes with many difficulties. 

 The Republican Convention has nominated that curious looking little man Governor T.E. 

Dewey of N.Y.1233 to be candidate for Presidency this Fall. I fear that he may be elected as the 

 
1232 The Republican National Convention was held in Philadelphia from June 21-25, 1948, where Dewey 
was formally nominated as the Presidential candidate 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Republican_National_Convention)  

1233 Thomas Dewey (1902-1971), former governor of New York, candidate for President in 1944 and 
1948 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_E._Dewey) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Republican_National_Convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_E._Dewey
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Dem. party has no one apparently to figure very well against him & Henry Wallaces Third Party 

will rob the Dem’s without electing him!1234 

 

June 25, 1948 Helen is packing trunk and paints. I find my self superfluous. Painted on the large 

nude on yellow couch window New Mex “Siesta New Mex”. 

 In the evening Cecil Bell Agatha and Lee Jackson took us to dinner at the “Little Shrimp” 

restaurant here in the Chelsea and we had a very nice sea food dinner. Afterward we came up to 

the apartment and spent a nice evening and then bid them adieu for the season. Bell says they 

might possibly drop in on us this summer in Santa Fe. Jackson is teaching at Broadway 

Academy. 

 Helen showed her collection of reproductions and photos of paintings of masters which 

we are going to send to Santa Fe. 

 

June 26, 1948 Another busy day for Helen but I tinkered on a picture. 

 

June 27, 1948 Early this morning the Rwy Ex men called for our trunk and valise to go to Santa 

Fe. 

 
1234 The Democratic party was split at this time among incumbent Truman, Henry Wallace, and Strom 
Thurmond, so many people thought Dewey would win.  
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 Helen worked on cleaning rugs and packing them for the summer. The weather is warm 

and muggy a sticky feeling we dont know in Santa Fe. 

 In the evening Helens father & mother came to say good bye and we took them to dinner 

down stairs at the “Shrimp” and had dinner. Returning to our apartment we talked for a while 

and then said good bye. 

 

June 28, 1948 Off to Santa Fe 

 Sent a package of Helens reproductions of paintings by express to Santa Fe. She is busy 

attending to the packing of our hand baggage. 

 The morning is foggy but it seems to be likely to clear up and shower later. It is well for 

us to experience the sticky warm days. They will make us appreciate the cool of Santa Fe. 

 Leaving the studio and apartment in the Chelsea in pretty safe condition we took the 6.30 

PM train at Grand Central Station for Chicago. Helen has as usual provided our meals for the 

entire trip to Santa Fe to be prepared by her on the train. 

 

June 29, 1948 Arrived in Chicago and went to the Cordon Club where we met Mae Larsen and 

Fred & Frances Biesel (Frances Strain). They are living at their summer home near the dunes so 

we had lunch with Mae and them at the Cordon. Went out in afternoon and spent some time over 

two bottles Beer 5 highballs at the Congress Hotel (7.00). For supper we took them to a 

restaurant (Harrigans?) and had quite good food at reasonable cost. 
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 Thence to the Dearborn St Station of A.T. & S.F. where they left us and we waited until 

our train was ready 11.30 leaving (in our compartment and feeling now settled for the rest of the 

journey to Santa Fe. 

 

June 30, 1948 This day passed in the privacy of our compartment on the California Limited. 

This train charges no extra fare as do the “Chief” and “Super Chief”. It is a stepchild 

withdrawing to sidings to allow the Ex. fare trains to pass. The track after Hutchinson Kansas is 

single for most of the distance to California. The AT and S.F. never misses paying a dividend! 

 There has been excessive rain and the trees are green but wheat fields dont look too well. 

 

July 1, 1948 MidYear 

 Here on the middle day of this Leap Year we reach Santa Fe nearly 2 hours late and are 

met by Joe D. Reed and little Patricia at Lamy station and given a pleasant ride to Santa Fe 

where later Ann Reed gave us lunch and in the evening a delicious dinner to which they had 

invited Joe & Teresa Bakos. We had a nice evening with high balls and retired to a new double 

hinged bed that Joe Reed had made. Reed is not feeling very well and goes to be operated on in 

Albuquerque next week. A slip of lower bone of spine. 

 His paintings are improving greatly I believe that his student mind is a very fine asset, he 

has no liking for any of the modern movements much more conservative than I am but is making 

great progress. He is 32 yrs old. 
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July 2, 1948 Our car having been lubricated at the garage we picked it up yesterday and this 

morning we left Reeds and did some shopping and went out to our own “Sinagua”. We found it 

in right good shape altho many mice had entered for protection from a cold winter and had died 

of starvation eating some leather from a coat among other destructions of linen etc. 

 In the evening we went to the next hill to dine with Bakos’s whose place is looking quite 

fresh and charming. 

 Joe drove us back to our hill in our car. In starting and turning to leave his own place he 

inadvertently backed into a piñon tree and smashed a rear runguard, too bad! 

 There was a great mass of mail matter held for several weeks back. 

 

July 3, 1948 Today is the Birthday of I know so little history that This is a hard line for me to 

fill. 

 This morning H was busy removing the traces of our mice visitors. 

 I crawled beneath the house with a lantern to see if I could find any displacements of 

electric wiring as a section blows the fuse. I discovered nothing. 

 After working with the water pump and vacuum tank I got it running satisfactorily. There 

seems to be about 5000 gals of water in the two tanks, not full which indicates that the snow 

must evaporate as much as melt during the winter. 

 H. and I seem to fatigue easily so far. We are not acustomed[sic] as yet to the altitude. 
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July 4, 1948 A some what overcast day in spots. Worked a bit on the pump regulating water 

flow to pump. 

 Helen arranging things from the trunk etc. Mrs Thompson with Bakos’s came to visit 

then. Late afternoon a visitor who strayed in for a drink of water many of them. His name 

McLoughlan1235 living in S.F. with wife and mother, born in Hawaii here for a while planning to 

get a ranch. He asked permission to shoot a rabbit that happened by while we were talking. I 

consented altho a bit regretfully. He took it away to cook. He was walking. 

 Joe & Ann & Patricia Reed came to see us before Joe leaves for hospital Albuquerque 

tomorrow. He had been trap shooting 24 in 25 and rather looks down on shooting standing game. 

 NOT ONE chipmunk have we seen though we have placed food on the window ledge 

where they enjoyed it last year and years befo[r]e 

 We wonder if our colony has been frozen to death as the past winter was unusually cold. 

 

July 5, 1948 An idle day for me but Helen still finds much to do altho’ she also finds it 

necessary to lie down to renew her vigor. 

 Late in the afternoon Ira Moskowitz wife Anna and little Diana came out to see us. He 

has been making furniture during the winter having bought a woodworking machine. He says he 

made about $300 over the cost of machine. Their little home up the cañon is so far up the 

hillside, that they had to fetch water by car, leaving car at foot of the hill and carrying up to the 

 
1235 Unknown. 
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house. Ann is making some income by producing silk screen “Serigraphs” of Indian ceremonial 

subjects. They are very well done and find buyers, as they should at $2.00 each! 

 I put out the automatic water can hoping that birds and beasts would come as formerly. 

 

July 6, 1948 We are up at 6.30 these mornings as the sun streams into our bedroom in a way that 

is irresistable[sic]. I get up and sit at table. In N.Y. I am pampered and breakfast in bed. 

 A phone call from Will Shuster in the morning. He had returned from a fishing trip with 

Tyler Dingee his brother in law. Said he was in very good health better than he has been for 

years. He may get out to see us today. I hope not tonight! 

 Phoned Prokosh electric co to send out and try to find the short circuit in one of our lines 

in the house. 

 Helen and I walked around our “driveway” for 20 minutes before sunset. A glorious land! 

 

July 7, 1948 It surely is a privilege to be able to name each day to suit! 

 To Town in the afternoon where we dropped in to see Dr Travers. He is pleased that my 

leg sore is about healed. Five Years! aftermath of a clyster! 

 He advised H. to see another doctor more of a specialist. We made an appointment. 
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 Late in afternoon Sam Goldens son Allan with his lovely bride Gloria dropped up to our 

hill. They are touring the country have been married a year. He is a nice boy who came out to see 

Dolly and I in 1941 travelling with the school fellows. 

 Helen made a nice spaghetti dinner for us and they stayed until 10 oclock. They are on 

there[sic] way again tomorrow. 

 

July 8, 1948 Today is the Birthday of New Hope Perhaps 

 In to town again as I am told by Travers to have my right eye examined by Eggenhafer. A 

sort of floating clot appeared 2 weeks ago is now about gone. Dr Egg. examined carefully and 

finds it of no consequence? just a fleck in the liquid serum of the eye cavity.1236 

 H. made appointment with Dr. Hausner. Joe & Teresa & Mrs John Thompson drove by 

and asked us to dine with them Friday evening. They are asking Peyton Boswell Jr. ed & prop. of 

“Art Digest” founded by P.B. senior, who by the way I helped start as Art critic forty years ago. 

That is I encouraged him to apply for a position then vacant on the N.Y. Herald, he had no 

experience whatever. I told him to learn the jargon from back editions and plunge ahead. And 

plunge he did, to considerable success. I am sure that the son entering the Digest has had more 

preparation. 

 

 
1236 Sloan sometimes complained of spots in front of his eyes - indigestion or fatigue - or just 
plain thinking about it could make them bother him. This time, however - there was a long & 
consistent pattern. Dr Travers was concerned - as I was for some days. But the condition was 
normal & Sloan forgot about it as soon as Dr. Eggenhofer assured him it was unimportant. 
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July 9, 1948 We went to town this morning. Helen kept an apointment[sic] with Dr Hausner who 

gave her a very thorough examination. She feels he is competent. I drove to 314 Garcia our place 

in Santa Fe and at the studio in the garden picked up a speaker for the old radio set which we had 

brought from storage. 

 Returning to Sinagua we found that the speaker completed satisfaction in the old radio set 

with electric current. We had a battery set for years. 

 In the evening we spent a good evening with Mr & Mrs Boswell and a young woman 

Indian artist and writer Yeffe Kimball. P Boswell is what is called regular guy” in 

complementary slang.1237 

 Teresa had made a spaghetti dinner and Joe made highballs. John Thompsons widow 

Harriet sang some merry songs. We got back to our hill about 12 midnight. 

 

July 10, 1948 This morning a phone call from santa Fe. Dr J. Ortega of Univ. of N. Mex. asked 

the way to our “Sinagua” and then came in a car with another university Professor ----?. He 

asked me to agree to make some black & white drawings for the New Mex. Review which he is 

 
1237 Peyton Boswell told Sloan that “Wake of the Ferry” was worth $40,000.00. Sloan was 
surprised – pleased. 

Two versions of this painting exist. The first: 1907 (Detroit Institute of Art) Elzea 78; the second: 1907 
(Phillips Collection) Elzea 83 
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to edit it for the next year. Helen Gentry1238 is to be the typographical director. I agreed. 

Drawings will not be due for nearly a year.1239 

 We both Helen and I took naps in the afternoon and later when the cool of the evening 

had begun we took a walk around the hills of which Sinagua is third. 

 

July 11, 1948 For me a day of rest altho not earned. H. had preparations for tonights guests to 

attend to. 

 We both napped in the afternoon. I for two hours. I am thinking that these are really quite 

hot days, but the air is so clear of moisture that there is little discomfort. 

 In the evening Will & Selma Shuster and the boy John Adam followed by Selmas 

daughter Linda later who came part way by bycicle[sic] all to a nice buffet supper. The 

Boynton’s (of last year) just returned to Santa Fe to stay. They dropped in at supper time but said 

they had eaten and left as H. started serving. 

 John A. is improved in manners and spent the evening prone on the floor drawing 

airplanes until he fell asleep arms & legs outstretched like a rag doll. Selma seems in better 

health and Shuster is very well. They left at 11 oclock. 

 

 
1238 Helen Gentry (1897-1988) book designer, printmaker 
(http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6g16ttg)  

1239 New Mexico Quarterly Review Summer 1949 issue. Cannot find! 

http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6g16ttg
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July 12, 1948 Up early (6.30) this morning. I noted in strolling round the house that hoof marks 

coming from west (one horse), left road crossed near studio window came to N. East corner 

paused not far from East wall turned and went down joined road. Who? as tracks of Shuster car 

(leaving last night) tires crossed. The horse visited between 11 PM and 6.30 this morning.1240 

 

July 13, 1948 In the afternoon Mr & Mrs Saunders. She was Josephine Eckert and studied a 

short while with me here & in N.Y.C. They are renting the Barker house in the Canyon. She is a 

highly strung type not very well and with a sick father in Philada Main line. In the evening Joe & 

Teresa Bakos and Mrs John Thompson called and while here the electric service failed for about 

an hour. 

 

July 14, 1948 Rode to town in time for Helen to keep an appointment with Dr Hausner for 

metabolism tests etc. I went to the Art Museum and met her at 10.30. We came home and she 

prepared lunch at our usual hour. 

 A nap for two after lunch and listening to the Radio delivering the reports and speeches at 

Philadelphia where the Democratic Party is in convention.1241 

 

 
1240 Sloan loved to figure out puzzles of this kind. Curiosity, tinged with suspicion - & the 
fascination of a practical problem to be solved. 

1241 The DNC was held in Philadelphia from July 12-14, where Truman was formally made the 
Presidential nominee (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Democratic_National_Convention)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Democratic_National_Convention
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July 15, 1948 To town with Helen and left her at the Doctors office but waited outside in the car. 

She came out in about an hour and with good news. She is to stop all medication for 2 months 

and go on a 1000 calorie diet. It appears that her NY doctor has been somewhat astray.1242 

 

July 16, 1948 We walked together around the hills of which Sinagua is one as exercise for Helen 

who has started on a 1000 calorie incidentally I need it too. 

 After lunch Ira M. phoned and said that he was bringing Louis Rebak and wife (from 

Taos) later this afternoon. We waited and they arrived. Mrs Rebak wants me to sponsor her 

application for Tiffany Foundation. I agreed. Her work may turn out well. After supper Helen 

and I sitting reading and listening to radio. A small voice outside the studio window called “Mr 

Sloan”! Helen told the little grey haired young lady to come to the side door. It was an odd figure 

that came in a slim little woman in shorts carrying a valise and paper box. Mrs Lynn Forman, 

going home to mother. Her husband a writer came in after we persuaded her to phone. Helens 

advice is so good. We talked until 1.30 AM. I found him a very intelligent friendly English born. 

They left in his car and we hope that they live happily ever after. 

 

July 17, 1948 Again this morning H and I walked around the hills and enjoyed it. After lunch we 

both took naps for nearly 2 hours. 

 
1242 (I had been on a high sugar diet - gaining weight & taking thyroid). Dr. Hausner said the 
trouble was anxiety neurosis & did what he could to help me manage myself. He later realized 
that I had had more medical trouble than he thought. 
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 Later Ira Moscowitz and Anna and little Diana brought out specimens of the religious 

series of silk screen pictures they are making and have hopes to make a right good income from 

their sale by a catholic supply co. 

 

July 18, 1948 A generally overcast sky with rains in the distance developed in the late afternoon 

a good steady rain for our hills and the whole Rio Grande valley. A most welcome refreshment 

as there has been no rain for weeks. 

 I started a new panel today. The subject from the “Odyssey” Tyro and Poseidon1243 after 

his affair with her which resulted in twins. I am having a good time with this essay as a 

mythological subject which, if it comes through, Ill send to the Santa Fe Annual next month. It is 

good to be at work again no matter what comes of it. 

 Five years ago today I had my operation here in Santa Fe. A clyster in each thigh for the 

emergency went wrong became two keep burns. I bandaged & bathed them both many times a 

week. The right healed over in 8 months. The left lasted until this week when I stopped 

bangaging[sic]. It required a second operation Mch 17th. I will miss it with the attention I gave 

it! 

 

July 19, 1948 After breakfast we walked Westward and up Joe Bakos’s hill and saw that the 

place was in good order. (They are in California). I worked on the Tyro-Poseidon panel for a 

while. A nap after lunch. At 4 in the afternoon we drove to town where I stopped at the dentists 

 
1243 Tyro and Poseidon (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1229 
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to have an Xray made of an upper tooth. “A mackerel sky” this morning proved to do what it is 

supposed to - bring rain. We got back from town before it reached “Sinagua” and it proved to be 

very little for us. South west & West (Albuquerque) and Los Alamos) seemed to be well 

drenched. 

 A walk with H. around our drive way after dinner. 

 

July 20, 1948 I got up at 6.30 and after breakfast Helen and I took some turns around the 

driveway. 

 I worked again on “Tyro and Poseidon” and I think it is going right well. Trouble 

technically with first tempera painting which had some gum Arabic in it.1244 

 We have had a wonderful rain during the afternoon steady and saturating. The piñon trees 

stand still and thankful with damp thrills through their roots. 

 

July 21, 1948 Up at 6 oclock and after breakfast H. and I walked down and around our hills. The 

sky is overcast with occasional sun breaks. Later in the afternoon a heavy downpour came over 

from the West giving our tanks about 200 gallons. They are now both full. 

 I was not disposed to paint. My mythological subject interests me but I have hesitation in 

the process of developing it. It seems to tend to a humerous[sic] slant. 

 
1244 “Tyro & Poseidon” would have been better if this sketch (- others) had been used 

DAM has a sketch for Tyro and Poseidon with a radically different composition (2000-473). Perhaps this 
is the one Helen is referring to above. 
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 *A man of fifty five or so not looking Mexican but talking with an accent very S.W. bow 

legged cattleman look came “Looking for stray horses”. Said he had horses with Dave Steel!! I 

wonder if he had part in sneak burglaries here in “Sinagua”. 

 

July 22, 1948 This morning we walked west to Joe Bakos hill. They are still away. We walked 

up the steps to his roof and viewed the country. 

 A black & white pinto horse was on our hill quite friendly not thirsty. 

 Helen worked on a panel this morning. I fussed a few minutes on my “Tyro and 

Poseidon”. 

 We burned a great number of back magazines Life & Time requiring careful tearing and 

twisting so full of titanium are the pages that they wont burn intact. Our living room looks much 

better without them. 

 No rain here today but showers and broad areas to the south were under rainfall. 

 

July 23, 1948 Up by 6.30 a beautiful clear morning a few “mackerel” clouds in the west. Heavy 

rains to the north late in the day. We drove to town and did some of our errands and stopped in to 

see Joe Reed who is home from the Albuquerque Hospital where he had an operation for a slip of 

vertebra at base of spine. He looks well but can not get about much for a while.  
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 A letter form Walter Pach just returned from France & London. He does not feel sure that 

the abstract movement in France is on the wane and says that realists are not doing well. (Cant 

paint in a madhouse maybe?) 

 After dinner home in “Sinagua” Helen started another panel. I continued inert. Napped 

for 1-1/2 hours. 

 

July 24, 1948 Another beautiful day with clouds lending periods of cool shade. 

 Worked on the “Tyro and Poseidon” of which I seem to have hopes. 

 In the evening we went to a large supper party at Miss Amelia E. Whites beautiful place 

in town. Many old friends present and many more particularly young men & women strangers to 

me. Not surprising as we do little in a social a social way. The food was good and there was 

plenty of punch and highballs. A Native orchestra provided music for dancing. 

 Leaving about 12 oclock I drove through Santa Fe and Helen drove the highway and road 

to our hill. 

 

July 25, 1948 Wonderful weather continues cool scatter clouds and thunderstorms in the 

distance. 

 I made a simple frame size of my Odyssey picture 21-1/4 x 24”. H. busy cleaning the 

house and as usual making good meals for us. 
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 I painted a while on Tyro & Poseidon. I wonder if it will be worth while. It is an attempt 

out of my fields so far at any rate I like trying it. 

 We walked a mile round and round the house. 

 (Helen has in pencil see May 30) 

 

July 26, 1948 Helen and I walked over to look out for Joe Bakos place passing the Forman’s on 

the road. He complains that a trip to town kills his day which we find pretty true. 

 Worked on “Tyro” Helen painted on a panel colored mother & baby on subway stairs. 

 At about 5 oclock the Reeds drove up Ann at the wheel and Joe lying on pillows in back 

seat. 

 We sat outside and enjoyed a beautiful sky in the East at sunset. 

 Helen gave us a very good dinner of roast mutton. Joe lay on the couch after dinner and 

looked at many of Helen’s collection of reproductions of works by the Masters. They stayed until 

after 9 oclock. 

 (Again Helen note see May 31 also) 

 

July 27, 1948 Up early and as is my general custom on clear mornings walked scantily dressed 

in the sunshine. 
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 Later we drove to Santa Fe and bought supplies and some wood strips and moulding. A 

letter from T. Bakos says they will return on the 31st.  

 Helen working on subway stairs panel. It promises very well. 

 I made an outer unit for the frame that I made a few days ago. 

 Randall Davey called in the afternoon says he wants me to see 3 paintings of his now 

hung in the Museum. He has been working hard done several portraits. His face is a bit thinner 

but he is very well (about 61 years old now). Cloudy in evening. Shuster phoned asking us to go 

to Nason’s Ranch near Alcalde to meet at a party an elderly English painter named 

Richardson1245. We meet at Shusters Thursday 5 PM. Helen wants to have a birthday party of me 

Aug 2nd and is asking friends. 

 

July 28, 1948 This morning after our early breakfast a cheerful sight met our gaze. Along our 

own road came a big road scraping machine! We had noticed that the ditched road from the 

highway was being scraped and now our and Joe B. and Shuster’s section which is private was 

being “curry combed”. We walked westward later in the day and found they had done a very nice 

job. One man alone doing in 1/2 day what 25 men would take a week to do. 

 We both painted today. H. has three panels going at once. I went on with rather good 

result on the “Tyro & Poseidon”. 

 A light shower toward Santa Fe as the sun was going down gave us a most wonderful 

double rainbow. (sketch) 
 

1245 Unknown. 
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July 29, 1948 We both painted today. H. has three panels under way. 

 The day was quiet and the weather beautiful as usual. 

 We were to go with Shuster to meet the English painter Mr Richman1246 at Alcalde but as 

I had a very weakening touch of indigestion perhaps from some fish we had, I asked H. to phone 

and call it off. 

 

July 30, 1948 After working a while in the morning we drove to town and had lunch with the 

Reeds. A very nice chicken dinner. Joe R. is getting about with frequent pauses to lie down. He 

had been trap shooting the day before. 

 Leaving Reeds after 3 oclock We went to post office and then to the Art Museum and as 

he had requested saw R. Daveys paintings. the portrait of a woman with a bassoon did not 

impress me, the chin is pulpy. A model in studio is better and a small horse picture. I shall have 

to tell him gently about the portrait. 

 After H. did some food shopping and we drove home. 

 

July 31, 1948 A busy day painting on our panels. 

 
1246 See footnote for August 6, 1948. Sloan probably has the name wrong here. 
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 A fine talk by senator Taylor1247 who is Vice Pres candidate on the new Progressive Party 

with Henry Wallace candidate for President. Taylor put the monopolistic Combination of Rep. & 

Dem parties in a clear light. We will be unable to vote as usual on acc of being absent from 

N.Y.C. for registry. 

 

August 1, 1948 Today is the Birthday of  

These pestiferous birthdays day after day they loom up! 

 Helen and I painted several hours today. She on her panel of negroes on a roof reading 

papers, I am on the Tyro and Poseidon which is becoming finished, but of course Im dubious 

about it. A subject from the Odyssey is strange to my experience of past works, but it has been 

an interesting job. 

 I took a walk around the house for half an hour at sunset. Helen went on working for her 

panel is in a difficult state. I worry about it which I should not do. 

 

August 2, 1948 Today is the Birthday of John Sloan 1871 

 To town and the dentists in the morning. 

 Helen kept quite busy all day in preparation for the evening. I painted on “Tyro” and 

think it is going well. After lunch we both lay down to nap but after an hour or less Josephine 

 
1247 Glen Hearst Taylor (1904-1984), Democratic Senator from Idaho 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glen_H._Taylor)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glen_H._Taylor
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Eckert Saunders drove up in a very expensive car for a handout --- of a start of a portrait. She 

dressed in blue jeans and straw hat. I gave her a full half hour. Of course she is habitually sick 

and it is well that she does some work. 

 At seven oclock our guests for the birthday party arrived. Shusters with the Peyton 

Boswells and the Indian girl Effie Kimball1248 and a Miss Cooley Randall & Belle Davey Ira & 

Anna and Diana Moskowitz and Joe & Ann Reed. 

 We had cocktails around a couple of times and then Helens bouffe dinner was passed 

around and it was very good and much appreciated baked ham and good vegetables followed by 

cake and coffee salad of course. Later we had high balls. Not much general artistic conversation 

altho Davey had the Boswells under his charm and he has that. Some good but not “proper” 

stories. The new zipper style ---- told by --- “Bos” quite good. We felt that all had a good time 

stayed until about 11.30. 

 

August 3, 1948 This morning Joe & Teresa Bakos got home from their California trip. He has 3 

or 4 water colors of the redwood forest. They had a very good time and we were glad to see them 

home. He liked Helens panel of the darkies on a roof in New York. “___”. Also they both 

seemed interested in my Tyro in the Odyssey - “Tyro” myself! 

 
1248 Yeffe Kimball 1/2 Osage Indian.  

Yeffe Kimball Slatin (1914?-1978), painter of Native American motifs and space exploration 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1978/04/12/archives/yeffe-kimball-slatin-artist-64-dies-a-shift-in-themes.html)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1978/04/12/archives/yeffe-kimball-slatin-artist-64-dies-a-shift-in-themes.html
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 I had a two hour siesta in the afternoon. We walked around our driveway for exercise. 

Helen had Joe & Teresa to supper with us and we spent sometime afterward looking at H’s 

collection of reproductions. 

 

August 4, 1948 An overcast day with periods of sun breaking through. Heavy rains in the 

distance in late afternoon finally reaching clear across the valley of Rio Grande. We collected 

much water. Our tanks are both full. 

 Reeds were to come out for supper but phoned and we advised against it. The freshly 

scraped roads will be pretty bad driving. 

 I worked on “Tyro” and Helen did a washing this morning painted a while in the 

afternoon. 

 

August 5, 1948 Painting during the day. 

 In the evening Joe & Ann & Patricia Reed came to have supper with us. They say that the 

road is not in bad condition. 

 

August 6, 1948 After working in the morning we drove to Santa Fe and I had a few minutes 

treetment[sic] by the dentist. We then drove up the cañon to have lunch with the Moskowitz’s. A 

very nice lunch. Ira and Anna are working hard on the silk screen prints they are making and 
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hope to sell a religious subject series through the Catholic supply stores. The process requires as 

many as 15 printings of different colors and they are getting very good results. 

 When we left at Ira’s suggestion we took the car to have brakes adjusted. The Miller 

motor Co did a good job. H. went to do her shopping meanwhile. We then drove out to 

“Sinagua”. 

 Mr Leonard Richmond1249 English painter talked of his work on the local radio this eve. 

Says he uses only about 7 colors. He has written technical instruction books. P. Boswell phoned 

inviting us to a reception after the wedding of the Indian girl Effie Kimball to a man from Los 

Alamos.   

 

August 7, 1948 A quiet day at home working on our panels. My adventure in a Mythological 

subject still interests me, and I hope it will come thru. 

 In the evening a pretty heavy rain made us disinclined to go to the reception at Boswell’s 

place. We had not much in the first place. 

 I got a new shovel yesterday and got out this morning and worked on my drainage control 

of the road near our house, which had been disturbed by the scraping a couple of weeks back. 

 

August 8, 1948 We both painted on our panels this morning as we will have to take them in to 

the museum in the next day or two. 
 

1249 Leonard Richmond (1889-1965) British painter (http://rogallery.com/Richmond_Leonard/richmond-
biography.html). Sloan probably meant him when he wrote about “Mr. Richardson” and “Mr. Richman.” 

http://rogallery.com/Richmond_Leonard/richmond-biography.html
http://rogallery.com/Richmond_Leonard/richmond-biography.html
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 A clear beautiful day without evening showers or thunderstorms. 

 In the evening Raphael Alfau and Margery came to have supper with us. He has dropped 

connection with the Wallace Progressive Party on account of the domination of the affairs by 

Communists. They are terribly hard to work with and I do not blame him for pulling out. We 

enjoyed our evening talking with them. They spent 3 months of last winter in Mexico and had a 

very happy time. His sister lives near Mexico City. 

 

August 9, 1948 Our custom is to rise early this summer. The sun streaming into our east 

bedroom is irresistable[sic]. We go to bed about 10 P.M. or earlier. 

 Both painting morning and afternoon. H. is working on “women in a hat shop” which is 

going to be a fine picture, I think. We took a walk about 6 oclock along the ridge road over our 

hills. 

 Belle Davey phoned inviting us for evening of Wednesday but we had to decline as we 

are going to Taos with Ira M. 

 A beautiful days with scattered clouds all over the sky breaking sunshine with shadows. 

 Later in afternoon after Belle D. phoned, her sister Elizabeth invited us to her home. 

 

August 10, 1948 Today Helen and I put in the final work on our two panels and at about 3 

oclock drove to town and delivered them at the Art Museum. Here we also picked up the little 
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painting of a jungle with tiger leaping toward a horned animal which we bought. It is by a young 

artist - Polaco1250 who had several in a little ex 2 weeks ago. He is a young ex soldier student. 

 Late in the afternoon as we were getting home Joe & Teresa B. rode by. 

 Sent a letter asking for an ex. of my work at Rockford, Ill. to Antoinette Kraushaar, 

asking her to decide. 

 The insurance co sent a check today to repay us for the theft of Columbia Encyclopedia 

last winter.1251 

 We hear that Dave Steel refused Mrs V.S. Fiske1252 permission to picnic in the mountain 

park where he is acting as ranger. He evidently expected a personal fee! She held her picnic 

never the less. 

 

August 11, 1948 The Ira Moscowitzs drove out this morning and in our car he drove us to Taos. 

A beautiful day cool with overcast sky. He drove at an easy rate and we reached Ranchos de 

Taos and had dinner with Mr & Mrs Louis Rebak. Afterward I looked at Mrs R’s paintings and 

was interested. They have the general tendency to work very broadly and with few simple means 

but she has talent I think but not too much respect for nature. 

 
1250 Unknown. 

1251 The burglar had taken Columbia Encyclopedia last winter ! (We had not noticed that it was 
missing immediately - & then applied for insurance). Apparently this gave him indigestion. He 
left our place alone after 1948. 

1252 Vivian Sloan Fiske had been a pupil of JS 



833 
 

 We stopped at a gallery run by --- ---where we saw work by Dasburg1253 and others. 

Much with the bravura and poor workmanship and abstraction of the day. She wants some of my 

work (probably feels the name would help). 

 A good trip home where we found it raining gently. Moscowitzs shifted to their own car 

and Helen made my supper. A pleasant day with wonderful scenery all the time. 

 

August 12, 1948 *Sitting at our dining table in the glassed in portale I was watching a chipmunk 

feeding on the board suspended outside. Suddenly he “froze” and began barking. I followed his 

stare and was shocked to see a rattlesnake, the first I seen on these hills! I got a long handled hoe 

and got up courage sufficient to kill it in four or five chops. 

 A party of nice folks from Texas friends of Vivian Sloan Fiske phoned and then came to 

look at some pictures. Mr & Mrs Embry were the prospective buyers1254. Mr & Mrs Marshall 

bought a copy of “Gist of Art”1255 Two young ladies1256 one from Montclair, N.J. completed the 

party. I had few landscapes to show. Mr Embry and wife liked the 26x32 Crossroads Santa Fe 

(Canyon road crossing the Acequia Madre). I quoted him $1000.00. He said he would consider 

 
1253 Andrew Michael Dasburg (1887-1979) American cubist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Dasburg)  

1254 Unknown. 

1255 Unknown. 

1256 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Dasburg
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it.1257 Later we met Joe Bakos & Teresa who told us they had bought two of his watercolors. Joe 

was shocked to hear of the rattler. He had never seen one in 16 years in this neighborhood. 

 

August 13, 1948 Mr Embry phoned and came out to see the “Crossroads” again this afternoon. 

He again liked it and talked pleasantly with us leaving us uncertain as to whether he would buy 

the picture. Later about 5 oclock he phoned and hoping it would not aggravate me, made me the 

proposal to pay cash 750.00 for the canvas. I asked him to give us time to consider and after 

advising with Helen I phoned and declined the offer. We do not need the money, and we will 

some day be glad we refused the sale. 

 Helen painted on her little millinery shop picture. It is going very well. 

 I did nothing. I am without any idea. 

 

August 14, 1948 While I “mooned” about the place this morning H. cleaned up the house and 

then got to work on her Hat trying picture. She seems to be getting back her energy enough to set 

me a fine example. After lunch she got at work again and later in the afternoon she appeared in a 

dress and hat and declared herself ready to pose! I got to work on another portrait of her at a tea 

table.1258 

 We were interrupted by Joe B. and Teresa for a few minutes. 
 

1257 Crossroads - “Couples at the Crossword The Camino, Boys, Girls & Donkeys 

1258 Tea for One He had great difficulty with the situation, light - working in the portale. but 
eventually it came out a magnificent picture. (Some final work done in N.Y.) see Diary, 
September 2 
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They were followed by Joe Reed Ann, Patricia, Anns Brother and wife & baby boy Dan. 

We dropped work and enjoyed their visit. They left in about an hour. I stopped work for the day. 

H. got our dinner ready and spent the evening drawing. A Wonderful and dear girl. 

 

August 15, 1948 At about 12.30 we drove to town and went to Will Shusters for a luncheon 

party. Helaire Hiler and his interesting father 83 years and in good health, a great pipe smoker. 

H.H. is greatly interested in color theories. Ernest Knee1259 and wife and others Wyatt & Mariam 

Davis came later. The Exhibition at the Museum opening the afternoon many of us rode 

downtown to see it. The attendance 826 this afternoon. Miss AE White asked me to show my 

painting “Tyro & Poseidon”. She seemed amused. After waiting until few visitors were left 

Helen and I decided to go home rather than return to Shusters. We enjoyed a light supper and the 

fine sunset across the valley of the Rio Grande. 

 They say that the stockpile of atom bombs made at Los Alamos is now large enough if 

exploded to make this planet uninhabitable! All about 25 miles away from our “Sinagua”. 

 

August 16, 1948 We drove to town and did shopping stopped for my hat which had been left at 

Shusters thinking we would return from Ex.  

 In the afternoon the manager of a Chicago frame co. called and left catalogue. A card 

from XJ Barile says that he has a small teaching job in view.. 

 
1259 Ernest Walter Knee (1907-82) Santa Fe-based photographer (http://lakechapalaartists.com/?p=2562)  

http://lakechapalaartists.com/?p=2562
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 The insurance against theft paid us $19.00 for the loss of Columbia Encyclopedia and we 

got a new one from Montgomery Ward today. 

 

August 17, 1948 This morning after breakfast we had a call from Tamotzic1260 a Japanese artist 

who was a director of the Soc. Indep. Artists. He was in the Army 5 years and has not painted. 

His wife and he are looking for a small cost house. H. suggested Moskowitzs as they are leaving 

for Mexico in a month. 

 I painted on the portrait of H. in the morning in a rather hopeless mood. It is still in 

tempera. After lunch and a nap of an hour I took it up without sitter and helped it. H. painted in 

the afternoon. 

 We drove to Santa Fe in the afternoon 5.30 and went to a nice garden party at the home 

of Ran. Daveys sister in law Mrs Elizabeth Wright on Cerro Gordo Rd. Major Grove Cullen & 

wife the Alfaus and many others. A Mrs Randolph talked to us of possibility of renting our house 

on Garcia St. But as we have a tenant we gave no hope. The large garden was lighted by 

luminaria (candles in bags) and the croups(?sp) under trees made a beautiful picture. Most 

people had gone when we left at about 10 oclock. H drove the car all the way home. 

 As I said to Helen after seeing the Fiesta Ex. the shows of 25 years ago were not so 

exciting, and a bed without bugs is short on excitement too! An open door show as this is gives a 

fair index of the current trends. 

 
1260 Chuzo Tamotzu (1888-1975) Japanese self-taught painter active in New York and Santa Fe 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chuzo_Tamotzu)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chuzo_Tamotzu
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August 18, 1948 Altho there are large cumulus clouds in the sky the day is a very warm one. It is 

also “the day after” the night before. I painted a little on H. portrait which dont go well. H. did 

washing in the afternoon. Joe & Teresa drove by and chatted a while. 

 Late in the afternoon rains and thunder storms spread around us in all directions but it 

stayed clear over our hills until a few minutes after Joe Reed, Ann, and Patricia drove up to see 

us. They cut their visit short when it began to rain heavily with thunder & lightening. A heavy 

rainfall for about 20 minutes. Joe seemed to think that my portrait of Helen was going well. 

 

August 19, 1948 Helen posed for me this morning and I worked on the portrait, and lay down for 

1/2 hour afterward. 

 After making dinner H. worked a while on her hat store picture then spent the rest of the 

afternoon doing the ironing. 

 As for me I took another nap for one hour after dinner, working again on the picture later. 

 The evening seemed warmer than usual with distant thunder and lightening. 

 

August 20, 1948 An unusually warm day with large clouds in afternoon late. 

 I painted on H. portrait in the morning. She poses so much better than I paint. After lunch 

I took a short nap got up and painted again. 
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 H. writing letters and late in afternoon we went to town to the post office. Letter from W. 

Pach says he will be glad to write an article on J.S. for Mr Ortega New Mex Quarterly.1261 H. had 

asked for it. We went to laundry & cleaners and H. picked up my “Helen in Green” at the Art 

Museum which had been left for the travelling ex of last winter. She also inquired as to my 

“Tesuque Corn Field”1262 which they had on ex. About supper time Reeds drove up and we H. 

and I ate our supper. Reeds left about time the Musicks1263 Artist & wife from Chicago we met 

last summer came with lady friend. 

 

August 21, 1948 Again this morning I worked on the portrait of Helen. It has now reached a 

point in the tempera underpainting where I am applying a coat of gelatine as isolation before 

using the oil varnish upper painting. 

 Helen had a chance to go on with her panel in the afternoon. I took a short nap and we 

both walked around the house for exercise. 

 Joe & Teresa dropped by around 5 oclock. They had been out to look at the piece of 

homestead land they own near Cañoncita. They are trying to find a buyer for all or part of 538 or 

more acres. There is a little stream in their canyon. 

 

 
1261 Did this article happen? 

1262 Tesuque Corn Field = Corn Tassels, 1940 

1263 Archie Leroy Musick (1902-1978) American painter, illustrator, muralist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archie_Musick)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archie_Musick
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August 22, 1948 Not much to report on my industry today. I coated the tempera under painting 

on H. portrait with gelatine. 

 H. worked on her hat shop panel. 

 The afternoon was partly overcast and a few minutes of rain moistened our hill. 

 

August 23, 1948 After breakfast Helen and I took a walk around the hills after which I felt more 

like resting than working and did so. Helen painted on her hat shop panel. Later in the afternoon 

I got started on the oil varnish glazing on her portrait. We took another walk before supper. 

Helen made drawings in the evening. These mornings a long long double line of swallows 

numbering about 60 occupy the wires of our electric service. I can not be sure but it may be that 

they are drinking from our automatic drinking can along with many finches, jays, piñoneros and 

fly catchers, chipmunks and a rock squirrel who by the way is a skulking looking beast. 

 

August 24, 1948 Worked for a while on H portrait at tea table. Later in the morning we drove to 

town where H. shopped and we got the mail. Signed a protest by the “Committee of one 

Thousand” against the procedure of the Un american Activities Committee. 

 In the evening we had as guests for dinner Saul Padover and his broad faced twinkling 

eyed Russian born wife. Saul will be here for a few days she will spend the summer. Raphael 

Alfau and Margery were the others. We had a nice roast of lamb and a very good dinner by 

Helen. The evening passed pleasantly. 
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August 25, 1948 A beautiful day as is usual. I painted from H. in the morning. The clear dry 

sunlight is splendid for drying the oil varnish. 

 I saw tracks of a large animal to and from our water can used by the birds. Each foot step 

fell upon the one ahead showing a line of double prints. 

 *About 4 oclock I saw a solitary figure coming along our hill road and soon saw that we 

were to have a visitor. It turned out to be Joan Davis 14 year old daughter of Wyall(tt?) and 

Miriam. She says she is leaving home her mother hates her father beats her. (We have heard 

rumors of this.) She hinted that she would like to hide hear[sic]. We discussed the idea. Advised 

her to go back see the Juvenile police, to whom she has gone before, and go home under their 

care. She is living under inherited bad tendencies on both sides. Josephine Eckert Saunders came 

and visited. They knew her and took her to Santa Fe. 

 

August 26, 1948 Worked on H. portrait this morning. 

 In the evening Helen had invited Ira & Anna Moskowitz with Ray Boynton and his wife 

to dine with us. 

 Moskowitz presented me with one of his lithographs “Navajo Trading Post Interior”. 

Anna brought H. a set of silk screen pictures. H. had sent her a check. 

 We had a pleasant evening. Boynton has retired after teaching art for many years. He 

asked me if I knew how he might make connection with a N.Y.C. dealer! A tough problem. 
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August 27, 1948 Worked again on the H. portrait which is rather good as a “likeness” but I feel 

quite uncertain as to its progress as a painting.  

 We went to Town and had lunch with Mrs Randolph and her mother who are living in a 

little house on Delgado St. owned by Mrs Hare who died a few days ago.  

 Mrs R. has some paintings which have an interesting unsophisticated character and she 

might do very well if she worked steadily. But Mr R. is quite wealthy has a big ranch in Montana 

with a herd of buffalo (Government charges). She is going to N.Y. soon and says she would like 

to get a place perhaps in the Chelsea Hotel. 

 We got home and took a health walk around the house ten laps 1 mile. 

 

August 28, 1948 Painted on H. portrait this morning for about 3 hours then lay down and took a 

nap (we were up early). Helen painted on her new roof top picture in the afternoon. I took up the 

H portrait for a short while. While we were at supper the Reed’s drove up. He is feeling better 

still wearing a back brace. They stayed until about 8.30. Joe and I differ dramatically on politics. 

I feel right sure that our countrys governors are out for imperial status in the world. 

 

Sunday, August 29, 1948 Worked on H. portrait a while. 

 H. painted on roof (N.Y) picture. 

 In the afternoon late a friend of Groll’s (N.Y.) came in to see us. He is a retired business 

man and paints (instead of buying pictures. Seems to like to know artists. 
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 Will and Selma Shuster came in for a while. As we had to dress to go to dinner in town 

we parted at about 6 oclock and drove to the Padovers little house on Mrs Cassidys place in 

Santa Fe where we had dinner with Saul P. and wife and the Dr Hausner’s recently married. He 

has been Helen’s physician this summer and was most efficient in his treatment. After dinner 

other friends *of Padovers came, particularly exciting Mrs. P. McCrossen who born in 1888 

(about), lived as young girl at 1916 Camac St Philadelphia. Knew my sister and recalled many 

neighbors names. Her name was Cramp of the shipyard family. Also present a Mr Wolfe1264 who 

had studied in Henri school about 1910. 

 

August 30, 1948 Worked again for a while on H. portrait and then we drove to town and had 

lunch with the Joe Reed’s. He seems to be improving nicely good humored and has been 

painting a little. 

 We did shopping later and went into see the Museum exhibition a more thorough visit 

than on opening day. It is a quite good show and while there is a lot of modernistic imitation 

there are a number of good pictures. Mae Larsens very meanly placed. Teresa B. also a beautiful 

dream(sp). 

 

August 31, 1948 This is a very warm day for New Mexico North. Unusually noticeable heat. Joe 

B. showing our water tank supply to a possible customer for one of his hills nearby a Mr Crosby 

of Cuba (in sugar) his son John now student at Yale Univ. 

 
1264 Unknown. 
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 Painted on H portrait in the morning. In the evening Will & Selma Shuster Ira & Anna 

Moscowitz and Tamatzu1265 & his American wife came to dinner and Helen gave us a fine ham 

baked perfectly with hominy etc a good dinner. The evening went through with talk on art. Mrs 

Tamatzu is a very fine woman. She has a job in town, goes about on a bicycle they are probably 

finding some difficulty in getting along. Are going to take Ira’s house while he & Anna are 

travelling east and perhaps to Mexico this fall & winter. 

 

September 1, 1948 This morning H. and I drove to town. I am a member of directors of 

Museum & School of Archaeology which met at 10 oclock. Rather tiring occasion. Dr Morley is 

ill with a heart attack (seriously). I met -- Willard V. King1266 from the East and whom I have 

always liked. He bought my caricature of Hal’s Bohemian Girl some years ago at a Fiesta Show. 

Dr Hodge a very fine old gentleman. Paul Walter of course. --Nusbaum1267 in charge of Mesa 

Verde. 

 Remembering names is quite impossible for me! Mr McC... lumberman of N. Mex. and 

20 others. Many names I shoud know. Mrs Springer Judge Botts. Met Helen at 3 oclock after the 

boardmembers had lunch at LaFonda. She and Mrs Padover lunched in the LaF. dining room. 

 We drove home to Sinagua after our separation of 5 hours. We are always together and 

we seem to like it very much. 

 
1265 Chuzo Tamotzu. 

1266 Is this Willard V. King the entomologist or the financier?? 

1267 Jesse Logan Nusbaum (1887-1975) archeologist, restoration specialist 
(https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/jesse-nusbaum)  

https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/jesse-nusbaum
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 Joe & Teresa Bakos stopped by while we were at supper. The sale of land to Mr Crosby 

fell through, his wife decided against it. 

 

September 2, 1948 Mrs Juliana Resier Force DIED 

 Dr Sylvanus Morley 

(Force obits inserted) 

 Another go at the portrait of Helen this morning after we had sun baths. After lunch I 

took a nap of an hour and a half. As I am working in the glassed in portale the southern exposure 

causes the sun to come in farther and further each afternoon, preventing work. 

 Late in the afternoon Joe & Teresa B. dropped in and had a cup of tea with us. *They 

brought the sad news that Dr Sylvanus Morley the head of the School of American Research and 

Art Museum had died today. Distinguished as an Archaeologist etc. This will be a great loss to 

Santa Fe. 

 *At the same time comes the news of the death of Mrs Juliana R. Force head of the 

Whitney Museum. She has been a good friend of mine for nearly 40 years. I have never 

frequented her office nor saught[sic] her out but in the past she always could be depended on. 

 Herman More chief assistant for several years will perhaps succeed her. 

 

September 3, 1948 Painted again on the H portrait! In the evening we drove to the Reeds place 

in town and with them we went out north of town to see Will Shusters annual spectacle opening 
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the Santa Fe Fiesta which burns with fireworks old man gloom “Zozobra”. A great huddle of 

automobiles in a large area made the mass of “audience” most uninteresting. The show was good 

a fine piece of showmanship. Shuster has been doing it for 25 years or more. Little Patricia Reed 

enjoyed it. Afterward we went back to Reeds and had high balls for an hour or two then H. and I 

drove home to “Sinagua”. 

 

September 4, 1948 Worked some on the portrait without the sitter. 

 Joe & Teresa came by at 12 oclock. They like the picture more than I do. They are going 

to dinner affair at the La Fonda to which we were invited but declined. It is given by AT & S.F. 

officials to some writers of Readers Digest blind leaders of the blind of world wide circulation. 

 Helen & I walked our mile around and around the house. 

 Reading “Appreciation” by Leo Stein1268 and find his ideas very good. In many places we 

are in agreement. He has more intellect than I can claim. The book is opportune. He orients 

Picasso very well. Van Gogh is also placed fittingly. 

 Mr Stein died while the book was in process of publication. 

 

September 5, 1948 A quiet cloudless day with a cool breeze cutting through the warm sun 

spaces. I worked on the H. portrait (and am getting weary of writing those words). Mostly 

 
1268 Leo Stein (1872-1947) American art critic. Appreciation: Painting, Poetry, and Prose was published 
in 1947 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_Stein)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_Stein
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repainting under structure. We took a good long walk around the driveway after a bracing cup or 

rather cups of tea, made dark and not strong, as we like it. 

 Mrs Harry Neely called us by long-distance ‘phone from New York. She has not been 

well but Harry is quite well. We were much pleased to hear her voice over the miles. 

 These are Fiesta days in Santa Fe only 6 miles (15 minutes) away but we are not going to 

participate. 

 A peacetime draft of young men for Armed forces is getting under way1269. The First in 

the history of our Republic! Bad omen. 

 

September 6, 1948 Almost cloudless though angular mare’s tails started the morning warm sun 

cool breeze. I painted again from Helen in the morning early. Later Ira & Anna Moskowitz with 

little Diana dropped in to present us with a duck! This will be a treat when H. has given it 

treatment by fire. The M’s are leaving on a business tour to the east next week, hoping to make 

sales of Annas very good religious silk screen prints. 

 After dinner or lunch both are extra good here I wa[l]ked??? a short while and Joe & 

Teresa stopped by. They expect her son Raphael Dorman and his wife a doctor, from San 

Francisco, to arrive tomorrow. We are asked to a party at Bakos’s on the next hill tomorrow 

night. H. and I walked a mile around the house before dinner this evening, after tea. 

 Last day of Fiesta. We are sure it dont equal the ones of 18 years to 25 years since. 

 
1269 President Truman issued a peacetime draft on July 20, 1948 in anticipation of a potential military 
engagement with the Soviet Union (http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/truman-issues-peacetime-
draft)  

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/truman-issues-peacetime-draft
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/truman-issues-peacetime-draft
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September 7, 1948 An entire day clouded over. Most unusual in Santa Fe and New Mexico. 

This freak greeted Teresa Bakos’s son Raphael Dorman and his charming wife who arrived by 

plane and Joes car this morning. I painted on the H portrait for some hours. 

 After lunch we drove to town to post office. Walter Pach responds to H’s asking for an 

article1270 about J.S. for Dr Ortega and the New Mexico Quarterly in the future. 

 In the evening to Bakos’ neighboring hill and a very happy party to receive the Dormans. 

John Dorman and a girl friend, Ex governor1271 & Mrs J. Dempsey Jim Clarkson1272 a very 

whimsical Scottsman[sic]. I have known him for years but see him seldom. His wife also Vivian 

(Sloan) Fiske who paints but is rather too wealthy, Albert & Mrs Schmidt of Tesuque. Also Mr 

& Mrs McGrath1273. He has a contract for buildings at Las Alamos (of Bomb fame). Nice dinner 

and many highballs but we got home safely (Joe driving) by eleven oclock. 

 

September 8, 1948 Helen served me breakfast in bed and I relaxed during the morning. No 

headache but not much inclined to exertion. 

 The day is cool and with too much wind. I painted on H. portrait and H. did a good sized 

wash electrically assisted by a machine. 
 

1270 Did this article happen? 

1271 John Joseph Dempsey (1879-1958) was the thirteenth governor of New Mexico and served from 
1943-1947 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_J._Dempsey)  

1272 Unknown. 

1273 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_J._Dempsey
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 Still reading L. Stein “Appreciation” and find it worth rereading often. 

 

September 9, 1948 This morning Helen volunteered to sit for the portrait and I worked nearly 3 

hours. I think I see how it may be finished before long. A beautiful cool clear day with not so 

much wind. 

 Helen went to her ironing as soon as I released her from posing. She has 2 or 3 panels 

under way but never puts her painting before her household jobs. 

 

September 10, 1948 Helen and I rushed our pictures. Her roof picture my portrait of herself to a 

conclusion and after lunch we drove to town and left them at the Art Museum for transport to the 

Albuquerque State Fair. The pictures were to be in yesterday but Reg. Fisher asked for ours by 

phone. 

 At the Big Jo lumber Co we were lucky in finding some Masonite Presdwood and bought 

a piece 12x4 ft which, cut in half, we brought home tied to the roof of our car. 

 Arrived home we cut it into panels and sandpapered the surface previous to coating with 

gesso later. 

 The Joe D. Reeds came in and visited for an hour or so. When they left Helen prepared 

our supper, they had already dined. 

 



849 
 

September 11, 1948 Early this morning walking about in the morning sunshine, I caught a foot 

under a plank on the ground plunged forward on my left side, striking knee and elbow. I sat quiet 

for a few minutes in great pain. 

 A couple of hours later my left thigh began to ache and stiffen. 

 Helen and I went to work coating the panels with gesso. H. is best workman. 

 By evening we had then done five coats. 

 My thigh began to ache furiously and H. prepared an ice pack which I kept on until I 

went to bed in some pain. 

 

September 12, 1948 In the morning my thigh muscles were feeling better after my nights sleep. 

 Finished most of the panels by ragging them. Joe & Teresa B. stopped in as we were 

finishing our dinner of a very good roast duck (the one Ira M. gave us). They, the Bakos’s had 

said good bye to Raphael D. and his wife who uses her maiden name as a psychologist or 

neurologist Helen Starbuck1274 her father prof. of philosophy at Iowa Univ1275. In the afternoon 

the Moskowitzs came to bid us good bye. They leave on their business trip with Anna’s silk 

screen church prints. He (Ira) is full of the excitement of the adventure. They are renting their 

 
1274 A Helen Starbuck Johnson is mentioned as a clinical instructor in neurology based in San Francisco in 
the 1943 University of California Register, volume 1, “Announcement of the Medical School for the 
Academic Year 1943-1944,” p. 29. 

1275 Edwin Diller Starbuck (1866-1947) was a leading scholar of psychology and religion who taught at 
the University of Iowa from 1906-1930 (http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=359)  

http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=359
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house in the canyon to the Tamatzus for $20 a month. Quite a bargain. Helen walked for exercise 

in the evening. I was unable to go the rounds with her. 

 

September 13, 1948 Feeling a bit below par (which is not high) on account of the soreness in 

my leg. 

 In the afternoon at 3 oclock I went to a meeting of the art committee at the museum 

leaving Helen at Canyon Road to visit with Mrs Padover. The committee is called to decide on a 

purchase from the Fiesta Exhibition. Unfortunately the death of Syl. Morley, who had promised 

to find funds left us out on a limb. Final decision was to purchase Kenneth Adam1276’s 

“Gleaness(?sp)”1277 a rather large picture for which he agrees (by ‘phone) to take $1500.00. If we 

can raise the money. Otherwise to buy a cheaper modern abstract by Cady Wells. 

 Helen enjoyed her visit with Irena P. and walked to the museum and met me - then home 

and she made a good dinner. 

 

 
1276 Kenneth Miller Adams (1897-1966) painter, studied with Art Students League, worked for the WPA 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Miller_Adams).  

1277 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Miller_Adams
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September 14, 1948 In town early and left H. to have a metabolism test at Dr Hausner’s office. I 

sat in the plaza and made a small panel sketch of the Civil war memorial which I seem to think I 

might use (the sketch)!1278 

 Went back to the doctor’s and got Helen. Then we had breakfast for her at a cafe. I took 

my second morning meal.  

 After a visit to the grocery store we drove back to Sinagua. 

 I started a panel from my plaza sketch but do not see what the “motif” will be. 

 In the evening Gustave Baumann artist and his daughter Ann called and sat with us for an 

hour or more. His wife Jane is visiting in the East. 

 The Summer is past, and the weather is beautiful warm in the sun cool in the shade and 

nearly cold at night. 

 

September 15, 1948 We made a trip to Santa Fe this morning to give me a fresh look at the 

Plaza. Helen made a call at the post office while I sat in the square hoping for an incident or 

personality that might give a center of human interest. She came back and sketched and before 

noon we came home. After lunch I worked on the panel started yesterday. 

 
1278 “Monument in the Plaza” This picture was started from the place - he found people later to fill 
in the design - a reversal of his old way of “seeing” city pictures. He re-worked this panel many 
times before it became full. 

 Monument in Plaza – start 

 Monument in Plaza (John Sloan Memorial Foundation) Elzea 1214 
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 Helen Shuster and Mrs Brinkley mother of Betty B1279 the artist came late in the 

afternoon and stayed for dinner. H. had prepared for them a nice roast of mutton and accessories. 

We had a pleasant evening with them. Helen seems well and happy in her job with State 

Rehabilitation Office.  

 Late in the afternoon before dinner Joe & Teresa stopped by with a son of the late John 

Thompson in a car from Colorado with a crippled young man named Jack Lake1280 or some such 

name. 

 

September 16, 1948 For more than three hours this morning on the tempera underpainting of the 

path in the Plaza with the old Civil War soldiers monument. I have not yet hit on the humans 

who may complete the picture as far as motion is concerned. After lunch made by Helen who 

had also painted on a N.Y. city subject we painted again altho I took a long nap before getting to 

work. The day started overcast gray but before noon it cleared beautifully. After dinner in the 

evening after reading the last of “The Prevalence of Witches” loaned to her by Irena Padover and 

which H. says is a witty and important book she got busy making a cake. 

 

September 17, 1948 We drove to town this morning and while H. did some errands (among 

them ordering our return reservations for November 9th) I sat in the plaza. We called at the 

Museum for our pictures from the recent Ex. but found that they were rehanging them and some 

 
1279 Unknown. 

1280 Unknown. 
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others in the long first gallery for a months extra showing. We met Mae Larsen and picked her 

up to come out to Sinagua for lunch. She gave us some of the news of Santa Fe and of her 

mothers real estate troubles in Chicago. 

 We took her back to town about 3 oclock then home where Helen prepared dinner for 

Irena Padover Mrs McCrossen and Mr & Mrs Porter whom we had met at Padovers. 

 Reeds chanced by in a new Lincoln car and stopped for a cocktail. 

 The evening went very pleasantly as well as Helens spaghetti dinner. 

 Mrs McCrossen as I have noted before lived on Camac St. in Philadelphia as a little girl. 

Porter1281 takes photographs. Mrs P. is or has been interested in art study. Irena is as usual 

charming and wise. We said good bye to them after 11.30. 

 

September 18, 1948 Another in the series of beautiful days. We both took sunbaths. Helen busy 

cleaning and washing dishes after last nights little party. 

 I idled through the day and took a nap for nearly two hours. A very short period was 

occupied by a little work on the plaza picture. What its future may be I do not know and fear that 

is not approach. 

 in the evening at dinner our tenant in the little house in Garcia St Mr Lythe called and 

asked us to install a gas heater and he will put in a gas stove in place of the Majestic changed 

over to gas now in place. I deferred settling on the matter. 
 

1281 Eliot Porter (1901-1990) photographer based in Santa Fe who originally studied chemical engineering 
(https://www.icp.org/browse/archive/constituents/eliot-porter?all/all/all/all/0)  

https://www.icp.org/browse/archive/constituents/eliot-porter?all/all/all/all/0
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September 19, 1948 Another fine early fall day with a short light shower the edge of a larger 

rain which was on its way down the Rio G. valley but turned east before it reached our hill. 

 I am still kept below par by the aches in my left leg from my tumble of Sat. a week ago. 

 I have given my plaza panel a coat of gelatin and light coats of varnish. 

 

September 20, 1948 We drove to town this morning and I sat in the plaza looking over the 

passers by with a view of populating the plaza panel. Helen did errands post office etc and made 

a sketch in her book. 

 Later I went to our car and waited for her to shop and meet acquaintances. We then went 

to Canyon Road and stopped at Reed’s long enough to deliver his black sombrero which he left 

last Friday evening. 

 Back home H. made a fine lunch. Later Bakos’s called and showed us a new painting by 

Teresa a floral fantasy, very good. 

 We planned a trip to their property at Cañoncito tomorrow a sketching picnic. This land 

is a part of Joe B.’s homestead allotment. 

 H and I walked our merry go round the house before dinner. 
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September 21, 1948 Our sketching picnic was a very happy occasion. We left in our car with J. 

Bakos driving at about 9.30 A.M. and after a short stop in town went by the main highway 

southbound east to Canyoncita and into Joes Apache canyon. It is very beautiful and has great 

possibilities as beneath the canyon is plenty of water. Joe & I walked about a mile northerly 

leaving the car. The ladies followed us and when we reached his boundary line, Joe walked back 

and drove the car up to our stopping place. We had our picnic lunch and coffee and then rested 

for a while. Later H. Joe and I started painting1282 and Teresa stayed in the car and painted also. I 

was quite exhausted as my leg troubled me. Beautiful dark scrub oak grottos many tall pine trees. 

Joe has 500 and more acres to the west on the hill tops. We drove home about 6 oclock. Had 

light supper at our Sinagua. Funny little Mrs Forman in a play suit got stuck with her truck. Joe 

helped her on her way. 

 

September 22, 1948 A good long nights sleep and a sun bath make me feel better this morning. 

 I worked again in tempera on the Apache Canyon panel with yellow tree. 

 Helen painted on a couple of her panels. After tea in the afternoon H. and I walked for 

exercise and I suggested that we buy the next hill east along the ridge from Joe Bakos. He has 

been trying to sell some of his homestead land. 

 After dinner in the evening Joe & Teresa came by and he showed us a water color he had 

made in Abiquiu this afternoon. A good thing. I proposed to them that we buy the hill next to us 

 
 1282“Prospector in Apache Canyon”. This picture is radiant & rich - a golden tree against dark 
pine covered hillside - under the tree an “invented” prospector & burro. Missing since 1953 

 Prospector in Apache Canyon (location unknown) Elzea 1215 
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and said that we could spent $1000. on it. He was pleased but admitted that Nina Otero his real 

estate agent had thought he could get a better price. We left the matter there. Ramon Shive artist 

paint manufacturer for whom Joe worked on the building of Shiva new house has offered Joe’s 

lawyer to settle his claim for $250(!). Joe wants over 1000. 

 

September 23, 1948 Another beautiful morning but this whole country side needs RAIN. Our 

tanks are about three quarters full so we are not worried. Painted on plaza panel and golden tree 

in A. Canyon. 

 This is the birthday of Joe B and we are asked to a little party on his hill. As we had a 

previous engagement with Alfau’s we dropped in for an hour at Joes where Mr & Mrs Albert 

Schmidt and Nina Otera and her friend Mamie1283 --- came to dinner. We rode to town before 7 

oclock and at Alfaus met Irena Padover Mrs Hirsh1284 of San Sebastian a voluble but intelligent 

French Canadian who has seen the world and its people. A small but interesting dinner party 

with high balls and wine and shared “liberal” views. A strange bit of vandalism has just occurred 

to neighbors, Finks. Everything in the house smashed a collection of antique bric a brac 

pulverized. Two “Native” boys 7 & 9 yrs are guilty but it seems likely that some one older was 

concerned. Home after 1 A.M. 

 

September 24, 1948 H. served my breakfast in bed at 9 oclock. Another beautiful morning. 

 
1283 Sloan mentions a Mamie Medora in context of Nina Otero on October 29, 1950. 

1284 Unknown. 
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 I wrote a few letters in bed and at 11.30 I got up and we drove to Santa Fe where we had 

lunch with the Joe Reed’s. Our car we left for some light repairs at the --- Motor Co. Joe was 

going hunting and he drove us to the repair shop in his mercury car. 

 *Later in the afternoon Joe Bakos and I went over the neighboring hill to the east of 

Sinagua measured off 800 feet and agreed on my purchase of this width across from North to 

South boundary of his land for the sum of one thousand dollars. 

 I also said that we might draw up an agreement whereby I would within a year transfer 

this land to him on repayment with interest of the purchase price and my costs. 

 

September 25, 1948 Worked on the plaza picture. Joe & Teresa called by in the afternoon. 

 A good heavy rain about noon which continued intermittently. We collected about 300 

gallons in the tanks. 

 

September 26, 1948 Working on the plaza picture. The day was principally overcast, and we 

had a nice rain in the late afternoon. We suppose these rains are equinoxial in nature. I got at 

some of my crossroad drainage ditches, repairing them. 

 

September 27, 1948 A clear day generally with a cooler evening as suits the season. 
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 Helen took a walk around the hills in the morning. I worked on the Apache canyon panel. 

I have a prospector and his burro near a golden tree in the foreground. Joe & Teresa called while 

we were finishing our lunch. 

 Selma Shuster phoned asking us to come to dinner this evening but we did not feel like 

going to town. 

 Irena Padover phoned saying good bye. She leaves for N.Y.C. 

 H. painted on a landscape panel. 

 The “Modern Movement” is progressing very well but Art is biding its time. 

 

September 28, 1948 To town this morning H. to do marketing and I to get a tire being repaired. 

Took a look at the plaza for my panel. Back to Sinagua for lunch. 

 In the afternoon Joe Bakos brought Mr & Mrs Ben Wolf and we went with them to tea to 

Teresa’s. Wolf is an art critic writes for “Art Digest”. He is a very pleasant fellow with a beard. 

We met him a year or more ago at Bill Bomars studio in the Chelsea. He leasing a house and 

they are flying back to N.Y. tomorrow to arrange their moving out here next month. He was born 

in Philadelphia. His wife a tall pleasant woman. Painted on the Plaza picture between times. 

 The day clear and pleasant cooler in the evening of course. 

 

September 29, 1948 We both took long sun baths this morning. 
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 I painted on the Plaza panel several hours today. It is now in the oil-varnish stage and Joe 

Bakos likes it very well. I have hopes for it. 

 We walked this morning across our new hill to the East and went down hill to the North 

boundary and crossed west to our home hill and back to Sinagua. There is nothing new just 

views of distance piñon trees small ceders gravel and “Santa Fe formation” rubble. Our 

“property” is now 1799 feet wide from East to West and 1/4 mile north to south. Joe B. says that 

the price $1000.00 named by me will straighten his financial situation. 

 

September 30, 1948 At about noon Joe Reed & Ann drove up in the new Lincoln car. We 

loaded our painting gear aboard and floated (so smoothly the car travelled) out to the north 

highway then west to the Chama river valley past Abiquiu to the colorful formations and natural 

amphitheater eroded under the colored sandstone hill at Navajo Canyon Carson reserve Arroyo --

-. We had our picnic lunch outside the Cavern and after climbing up close to it we decided H. 

and I, that we would not paint. The high coloring and freak of nature character of the Scenery 

about did not inspire me.1285 Joe R. had a small rifle and we did some shooting at marks. On the 

road back we went into Abiquiu a very picturesque little town where OKeefe is building a very 

large adobe house overlooking the valley a fine situation and well designed house. Back by way 

of Espanola and reaching Sinagua about 6 P.M.. Helen fixed high balls and the Reeds rolled 

away about 7 oclock. 

 A very beautiful day. 

 
1285 Joe Reed picked the place, liking the romantic drama of the geological formations. Sloan admits that 
the subject did not inspire him. He used the word very very rarely - never before he started to work. 
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October 1, 1948 Working on the Plaza picture. About noon after phoning Mrs Randolph with a 

friend of her husband Mr came in to see me in regard to study with me. I told her I had decided 

not to undertake it. She had since been to N.Y. and the Chelsea where she looked at 2 studios but 

may now go west. A rather nervous person. 

 *In the afternoon we drove to Reeds in town. At the Post Office a check from 

Albuquerque State Fair $15.00 Premium award for the portrait of Helen “Tea for One”.1286 This 

is a pleasant surprise. After some wine and a sandwich at Joe Reeds he drove me to the new 

radio station where Alfred Morang showed me the questions he was about to put. I went through 

the fifteen minutes all right. He asked me what influence the Hudson River School had on Amer. 

Art. I said I knew little of the “rather “poor fish”. We returned to Reeds and had some wine and 

talk until 11 pm. Helen drove us home to Sinagua. 

 

October 2, 1948 A bright morning and Helen served me my breakfast in bed. Up at about ten 

oclock but had no inclination to work. Napped in the afternoon. 

 Joe and Teresa Bakos called for us at 5.30 and in our car drove us out to Tesuque and the 

home of Albert Schmidt the artist where we were guests at dinner with Nina Otero and her friend 

Mamie .... Mrs S. had a very good leg of lamb dinner and a amusing general conversation. 

Schmidt has a beautiful garden flowers and vegetables but is looking for a place in town where 

he will have no “farming”. We came home by eleven oclock; Joe driving front tires a little soft. 

 
1286 Tea For One (private collection) Elzea 1224 
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 The Santa Fe paper yesternoon announces the foundation of a new College in Santa 

Fe1287. Hilaire Hiler and a staff including Wyatt Davis, Shuster Mariam Davis!!! and others. The 

wierdest of wierd [sic] happenings in Santa Fe. A question whether there is a College man 

among them. They are laying a trap for the G.I. men whose tuition is paid by the Government. 

 

October 3, 1948 We had expected Will Shuster to go with us on a sketching picnic today but 

Selma phoned that he was not equal to the occasion. I felt satisfied and got to work on the 

Plymouth putting some *air in the car wheels. Joe Bakos with Mr Neill the surveyor came by and 

went to work getting the survey of the hill east of us which we are buying from Joe B. Helen & I 

drove to town to get the tires filled properly and as she and I are both working on plaza pictures 

we spent some time studying its appearance. Helen got at ironing the clothes etc. She had washed 

yesterday. I worked a while on plaza picture. 

 

October 4, 1948 I started the day with sneezing tickling in the nose and leaking eyes. I guess its 

a cold in the head! What the cause may be is a question. The weather is growing colder but its 

not cold. 

 I sat wrapped up in blankets out in the sun of the afternoon. 

 Helen took an half hour walk around the hills. 

 

 
1287 Cannot find information that would seem to apply to this. Did the college actually get founded??  
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October 5, 1948 Still under the weather with my cold. Lying about on bed and couch and for a 

while in the sunlight outside. We have had the oil burner in the studio lighted for several hours as 

it is somewhat chilly. A day with broken clouds and sunshine. 

 Joe Bakos had the road scraper go over the road today. This eliminates my drainage 

ditches. 

 They, the Bakos’s are about decided to live out here this winter using coal for cooking, 

oil for heat. They dropped in again in the evening. 

 

October 6, 1948 Joe Bakos and Teresa brought in the Deed to the hill east of “Sinagua” and we 

gave them a check for $1000.00 in payment. We also signed an Agreement making Joe my 

Agent for the sale of this purchase. If he sells it in the next year he is to repay the $1000.00 with 

10% interest. This makes my purchase a help at present and if he sells it at an advance he gets 

the entire excess for $1000.00. 

 My cold seems to be on the way out. I worked several hours on the plaza panel 26x32. 

 In the afternoon a young man named Dowley1288 who has a small Gallery in town came 

and took 3 drawings of mine and 3 of Helens for an ex. of sketches he is planning. He is studying 

art with Brenheiser in Santa Fe on G.I. funds. Helen called Helen Shuster seniors on phone in the 

evening. 

 
1288 Dawley 

 Walter W. Dawley (1920/1-1980), Santa Fe-based artist. He and his wife Winifred opened a 
gallery on De Vargas street in 1948. 



863 
 

 

October 7, 1948 With the Bakos’s we went to town and to the courthouse where we were sent to 

a notary public and then to the post #office for stamps. Back at the Court house we put through 

the Recording of the Deed to our new hill “East annex” to “Sinagua”. We then went to the 

Conoco station and I bought 6.5 gal cans of distillate for the heater 14 cts a gallon. Helen 

shopped at the grocery on Cerellos road. We then returned home. 

 In the evening Raphael and Marjory Alfau came to dinner and we had an agreeable 

evening with them. 

 

October 8, 1948 We walked over our new hill this morning, down the east boundary and around 

the lower road and back by the upper. 

 After dinner I took an hours nap and then worked on the plaza picture which is beginning 

to look hopeful. Very remarkable south west sky at sunset a threatening flaming traveling cloud 

formation leaving the mountains(?) over Los Alamos - like a menace to the world. 

 

October 9, 1948 Starting at about 11 oclock this morning Joe Bakos driving my car, Teresa, 

Helen and I went on a sketching picnic to Pojuaque valley.1289 It lies only 16 miles north and we 

decided on stopping on the valley road at Boquet Ranch. The cottonwood trees are old and very 

interesting. We lunched first and afterward started. Teresa painting inside the car on her 
 

1289 “Nambé Valley Road” 

 Nambe Valley Road (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1216 cannot find in TMS 
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charming dreams of flowers. I got a poor start in tempera. Helens tempera start was very good. 

Joe painted in water color. 

 Mr John McGrath who is a contractor at Los Alamos (we met him at Bakos party) lives 

in one of the Boquet ranch houses - passed in his car. The Bakos’s have a dinner engagement out 

there this evening. 

 Home by six oclock. Helen made ma a nice supper. A beautiful day. 

 

October 10, 1948 Today we duplicated our trip to Pojuaque with the Bakos’s and had a nice 

afternoon though I get no satisfaction from my efforts.1290 

 Before leaving late in the afternoon we accepted the invitation of Phyllis Mayne1291 who 

lives alone in the old Boquet Ranch house which I have known for nearly 30 years. When her 

Mother & Father were alive there were pleasant parties. Her father Mr Crist had lived in Phila 

near Camac St. Her mother was daughter of Burton translator of “Arabian nights”1292. 

 
1290 “The Old Gate” (of Bouquet Ranch - Bouquet or Boquet? - Sloan had a sentimental notion 
about the old ranch place - talked of buying it. This idea lasted a few days like his scheme of 
buying up the canyon in Santa Fe. He liked the old garden of Bouquet Ranch - noble 
cottonwood trees etc. Sinagua was surrounded by panorama. 

1291 Phyllis Mayne is mentioned in the Santa Fe New Mexican on November 12, 1913 
(http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/past_100_years/the-past-years-nov/article_6d820058-d4a0-
51dd-829c-05cd491bbac1.html)  

1292 Sir Richard Francis Burton (1821-1890) British soldier, explorer, translator of “One Thousand and 
One Nights” (1885) and the “Kama Sutra” (1883) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Francis_Burton)  

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/past_100_years/the-past-years-nov/article_6d820058-d4a0-51dd-829c-05cd491bbac1.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/past_100_years/the-past-years-nov/article_6d820058-d4a0-51dd-829c-05cd491bbac1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Francis_Burton


865 
 

 The McGraths Mr & Mrs came in and brought high ball material. Phyllis is aging but still 

a fine girl. The garden with aged trrees[sic] and huge old grapevines is grand and unkempt. The 

house has walls of adobe 2 feet thick high ceilings teaming with New Mex frontier atmosphere.  

 Joe B. drove us home at sunset. Another fine day. H. made a splendid tempera drawing 

and prepared a good supper for me at home. 

 

October 11, 1948 Working on our panels from the Nambe valley picnics. 

 Interrupted in the afternoon by making a trip to town. Post office and marketing quite 

exhausting altho the day is not too warm beautiful weather in fact. 

 Life magazine has a sort of pow wow by Art Big Wigs on the Modern Movement.1293 

They reach not conclusions but the enthusiasts. James Sweeney (ex Mod Museum) for instance 

is well satisfied with the oddest of the oddities. I still insist that its medicine either purgative or 

stimulant. 

 I have recorded the cows and a speeding auto in the Saturday tempera sketch and think it 

may come through pretty well. 

 

 
1293 “A Life Round Table on Modern Art: Fifteen Distinguished Critics and Connoisseurs Undertake to 
Clarify the Strange Art of Today,” Life Magazine, October 11, 1948, pp. 56-79. James Sweeney’s 
contribution involved discussing Miro’s Person Throwing a Stone at a Bird, p. 61 
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October 12, 1948 We went on another painting picnic, starting a little past eleven this 

morning.1294 In our car Joe B. drove and after some hesitation along the highway we turned into 

the Tesuque Indian reservation and found a spot along the little Tesuque stream. The day was 

another deliciously beautiful clear day. Many of the trees are turned gold. We had a nice lunch 

under a tree and watched the beautiful Indian ponies and lazy cows. Helen got a good start of a 

group of trees. Joe and I took a south eastern view with the Sangre Cristo range in background. I 

worked in tempera as also did Helen. Joe in water color. We got home early and H. had the 

Bakos’s stop with us for a nice dinner. They left early and H. and I went to bed not long after 

seven oclock. 

 

October 13, 1948 We slept most of twelve hours and H. served me breakfast in bed. Another 

beautiful day. We worked on our accumulating “starts”. 

 I made a tray for dry colors out of half of a plastic egg holder which I think will expedite 

using tempera in out of door work. 

 J. Bakos & Teresa called on their way home from town and stopped a while having had 

their dinner in town. 

 Helen prepared ours nicely and with speed after they left. 

 The weather is so very lovely and not cold in fact today and tonight were pleasantly 

warm. 

 
1294 “Tesuque Reservation” A very fine picture - free in design and painted with a ease. 

 Tesuque Reservation (private collection) Elzea 1218 
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October 14, 1948 Painting Indian Pueblo landscape, Tesuque today spotting in horses and cows. 

Late in the afternoon a good rain * came up to our hills after pouring for some time south of us. 

This will be a good thing for Bakos whose water cistern has been running low. 

 Our neighbor Forman, in Shusters place a mile west arrived from town with a water tank 

of 250 gals just as the rain started! 

 Joe B. earlier had stopped to show me a new water color he had just painted aspen trunks 

a very beautiful thing. They went to town and sold it to Mr Broome of the furniture co. who liked 

it very much. They brought our mail from the P.O. 

 Some rain during evening. 

 

October 15, 1948 A grand autumn day as so many in the last 3 weeks have been. We went to 

town this morning the road is a bit muddy from last nights rain. Delivered Blue Rocks 

Gloucester1295 $900 to Miss Jones1296 at Museum for a Texas ex.1297 Took away the “Tea for One” 

portrait from the Albuquerque Fair Ex. Helen did shopping and went to Post Office. Home for 

dinner prepared by H. and good as always. 

 
1295 Blue Granite Rocks, Gloucester (private collection) Elzea 326 

1296 Miss Hester Jones 

1297 Elzea says this painting was exhibited in an exhibition at the Dallas Museum of Fine Arts that ended 
November 7, 1948 (Elzea 1: p.157) 
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 We walked in the sun around the house. Later in afternoon Will Shuster and Sami with 

Mae Larsen came out. We have not seen them for weeks. He has been teaching 2 pupils. 

Telegram for H. announces that her cousin Molly and husband will arrive tonight at 10 oclock! 

We have expected them. Molly D’este married and tried farming. Husband is now joining the 

Army and is on way to camp. They (the Philip Michaels) arrive at 9 oclock having traveled 500 

miles in their car since morning. Philip seems a very nice young fellow. 

 

October 16, 1948 This morning at 11.30 The Michaels in their car with Helen and Joe & Teresa 

B. with me in my car started by the north road to the Rio Grande Canyon where we had a picnic 

lunch. Afterward the Michaels drove up the road to Taos and visited the pueblo. Helen Joe 

Teresa and I stayed and painted.1298 T. sitting as usual, in the car. We found a bridge across the 

stream near Embudo. I have a start with unknown future, in tempera. Joe a water color. H. 

looked up stream and got a beautiful tempera start. The Michaels Phil. and Molly came back at 

about 5 P.M. and we all drove back to “Sinagua” where J. & T. bade us good night and Helen 

made a nice supper for our visitors. 

 Another splendid day and the scenery on the whole trip was beautiful with the yellows & 

oranges of autumn color. 

 

 
1298 “Bridge in Rio Grande Canyon” Very handsome & free. (Embudo). This day I got a good 
picture, & with Sloan painting - the only time I ever painted him. 

 Bridge, Rio Grande Canyon (private collection) Elzea 1219 
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October 17, 1948 After our breakfast Helen had made for Philip and Molly and I. We three 

drove to Santa Fe in their car and I directed Philip to the chief points of interest, the museum the 

old palacio del Gubernadores the Cathedral east on Palace ave. to the Church of Christo Rey, 

back by Canyon Road to Garcia St. and our house & studio at 314. I had a talk with our caretaker 

Agnes Sims, who has had some wall repairs made and is having gas heat installed in the studio 

and says she will send her discarded oil tank out to us. It holds 50 gallons. We drove home and 

Helen who had stayed home gave us a good roast chicken dinner. Our guests left at 1.30 on their 

way to El Paso which is near where he is to report for duty. We enjoyed having the young couple 

and wish them happiness. 

 I worked on the panel I started yesterday on the Rio Grande, which I think is promising. 

 

October 18, 1948 Worked on the bridge at Embudo on Rio Grande in the morning. 

 The sky today is banded with clouds sun alternates with shade not cold. Late in the 

afternoon Miss Sims brought out the oil barrel and I had already prepared a stand for it. 

 In the evening H. and [I] drove to Santa Fe and up the canyon to Randall Daveys place 

where Mrs Herst1299 and Mr Whittaker who has a guest ranch south of town. After a nice dinner 

by Belle Davey we sat in their old basement living room with 4 ft walls (thickness). A fine big 

room Davey made beneath the old house which had been a water mill. Mrs. H. gave Davey a 

criticism on his cello playing very rough on him. She is a competent critic of music they say. D. 

 
1299 Unknown. 
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does it as an amateur and dont worry. A nice little gathering we enjoyed it. Davey is wonderfully 

attractive. We got back to Sinagua about 2.30 A.M. 

 

October 19, 1948 To town and I went to the dentist. He gave me Xray negatives to show later to 

my N.Y.C. tooth man. Helen did her marketing. The morning was beautiful and on our way 

home we decided that we would go out again and paint. 

 After lunch at about 3 PM we rode east. The view of the western mountains was now 

under a shroud of cloud. So we drove on to the back road and Bishops Lodge where we 

wat[c]hed children riding horses for a while. We did not seem to be quite up to painting. Last 

nights late home arriving and short sleep the cause. 

 Joe & Ann Reed came out to dinner but a steady rain came up and they feared our road 

would not carry their 4700 pounds of Lincoln car so they left immediately after. Phoned us later 

that it was very bad going. They went to El Nido in Tesuque to finish the evening. 

 

October 20, 1948 A bleak cloudy day with rain inter-mittent. 

 I worked on the gate and road Bouquet Ranch Pojuaqua panel.1300 

 After our dinner we heard tapping on the portal door and two sad little figures stood 

outside Mrs Forman bare footed and Mrs from T. Thomas’s ranch. They had left Forman and 

two stalled cars in the mud on our road a mile east. They phoned for a wrecker car to get them 

 
1300 The Old Gate (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 1217 
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out. H. gave them tea and soup. After about an hour the wrecker car came for them and they 

started East for town with Forman and two cars. 

 Late in the afternoon Helen walked a mile or so east on the road and reports that it is in 

terrible condition. We had been asked to dine with Lois Field tenant of our house 314 Garcia but 

H. said to her on phone that we felt sure that the road would be impassable tomorrow. 

 

October 21, 1948 As Joe & Teresa phoned after driving to town that the road was not too bad 

we decided to drive in at about 5 oclock and meeting J & T at the DeVargas Hotel we all went to 

dinner at our house 314 Garcia St where our nice tenant Mrs Lois Field gave us many highballs 

and a good dinner. She has improved the house a great deal. Floors are white and the place has 

great charm. It seems strange to think that it belongs to us. 

 It was well on toward 2 AM when we drove out to “Sinagua”. The road is much cut up 

but drying out. 

 

October 22, 1948 A phone from town, Mrs Wilson who was my kindly housekeeper after 

operation in 1943 called and inquired after my health. She works in California for a woman who 

studied with Randall Davey and is taking lessons in painting. 

 A clear quiet warm day without a cloud in the sky. 

 H. and I both took long naps in the afternoon. I feel rather let down after last nights 

irregularity. 



872 
 

 

October 23, 1948 Another day extremely beautiful and mild, almost cloudless sky. 

 We both painted on our panels. 

 In the evening we drove to town and attended Nina Otero Warren’s birthday party at the 

old Bergere home on Grant avenue. This event is always a warm and pleasant affair. The Otero 

and Bergere clan is extensive and clear old Spanish Ex Judge Miguel O. was there. The 

Mendenhalls1301 and Kenneys. Young Dr. Bergere Kenney1302 is now married and has 2 children. 

Dr Brown & Mrs Rosina Brown, T. VanSoelen and the Albert Schmidts of Tesuque, Witter 

Binner1303 as of old. Newly arrived in Santa Fe to s[t]ay Ben Wolf and Mrs. He ruddy and black 

bearded. I was called on to do my old stunts as always. We were home about 12 oclock. 

 

October 24, 1948 This beautiful morning H. and I walked the road across and below the 

“Sinagua” hills. A fine day for the exercise. 

 (sketch) 

 

 
1301 Mendenhall family members associated with Nina Otero-Warren include Herbert Mendenhall (1893-
1975) and his son Frank (dates unknown). See Charlotte Whaley, Nina Otero-Warren of Santa Fe, 
“Descendants of Eloisa Luna Otero Bergere”  

1302 Bergere Kenney (dates unknown), cardiac care specialist and founding member of the board of the 
Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival. See Charlotte Whaley, Nina Otero-Warren of Santa Fe, p. 208 

1303 Witter Bynner 
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October 25, 1948 Painted on the panel Speed and Cows1304 on the road to Nambe for a while this 

morning. Then drove to town and post office and then to Mr Dowleys1305 San Miguel gallery 

where we agreed that our sketches from his recent ex. should go on a current ex. I also told him 

to make me four frames in exchange for 1 of my sketches out of the 3 in my group. 

 We had lunch at a sort of Greenwich Village place called the “Pink Adobe” high in price 

the food just fair. 

 After H. did her marketing we came home. I fixed one of the oil drums with plug and 

spout the other is ready. Oil is to be delivered tomorrow. 

 At about 5 oclock Josephine and Saunders came out to see us. Helen served ginger ale & 

cake. Josephine as usual a superior sort of neurotic Im afraid. 

 

October 26, 1948 H. and I walked a mile (around the house) in the morning. 

 Toward noon Ira Moskowitz & Anna with Diana back from their long trip to New York 

by car phoned and H. invited them to come out to lunch. We were glad to greet them. The trip 

did not pan out as well in a business way as they hoped. in New York took all of the religious 

subject serigraphs. If they sell Anna will get about $700.00. But in relation to the book of repros. 

of Ira’s lithographs of Indian ceremonies Dutton & Co have set a positive date for it next year. 

 
1304 Possibly another name for Nambe Valley Road. 

1305 Dawley 
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 Helen and I took another walk east on the road this late afternoon. After dinner Joe Reed 

and Ann and little Patricia dropped in for an hour and we have arranged to go sketching with 

them on Friday. 

 

October 27, 1948 In the morning the tank truck arrived and we bought 89 gallons of distillate 

and we are now sure to have enough to last our stay. 

 The morning was overcast with breaks of sunlight but the vista to the South and west and 

in the late afternoon the rain came with an interval of hail. Later on the rain became steady and 

we know that our road to the highway is a slough of mud. And so we are in our Ark of “Sinagua” 

7000 feet above sea level and thanks to our electric refrigerator and lights and ‘phone we are 

happy. 

 The radio is full of political talks. Campaign draws to a close. Pres Truman is my choice 

of the possibilities. The Socialist Norman Thomas1306 would be best but has no chance 

unfortunately.  

 Lord protect us from Dewey and Republicans.1307 

 

 
1306 Norman Thomas (1884-1968) Socialist, pacifist, Presbyterian minister, candidate for President from 
the Socialist Party in 1948 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Thomas)  

1307 Sloan was thrilled by Truman’s “fighting cock” speech & his stand on civil rights. Enthusiasm 
for Wallace waned quickly because he lacked political sagacity. I had always felt he was “dupe” 
of communist policy. 

Cannot figure out what speech this is. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Thomas
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October 28, 1948 Overcast sky with occasional periods of sun light. In the afternoon late a fairly 

brisk shower. 

 H. and I drove to town toward noon and bought a tube for the radio which had gone out 

this morning. We did not want to have radio silence in addition to rainy weather and bad roads to 

cut us off from the world. 

 A big scraper & grader went over the road to the highway this morning and we tipped the 

driver $3.00. 

 About 3 oclock Albert Hall1308 the etcher who lives in Santa Fe with his wife water 

colorist and silk screen printer came out to make a sketch of my ancient head. I sat pretty well for 

a couple of hours. He made a few good sketches. Helen served tea & cake and as a new shower 

came on they drove off for home. 

 The rains and muddy roads make the coming return to New York seem unpleasantly near 

and almost uncertain. 

 

October 29, 1948 We drove to town this morning and found the road in good shape. At the Art 

Museum we picked up our paintings on hand from the Fiesta Ex. Post Office to mail 2 books to 

Madeline Neeley. Ticket office then to get a bale of straw to pack the pipes for winter. 

 Painted a while on the Nambe Road car & cows. Ran off many gallons of water to reduce 

the contents of the tanks to about 2/3 full. A group of some two dozen robins stopped to drink at 

our water can. 
 

1308 Unknown. 
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 The mountains have a good cover of snow on their high surfaces. 

 

October 30, 1948 After breakfast H. and I took a walk over our road to the east as far as the 

deep gulch near the road by Montoya’s Farm. A very dry farm by the way. We decided that we 

might come here tomorrow and start panels of the subject which is really quite a dramatic piece 

of erosion and near home.1309 

 

November 1, 1948 We walked along the east road this morning and found it not too muddy. I 

made a sketch of the deep canyon near the road across from Montoya’s ranch. A strange deep 

drop of the earth. 

 Feeling that the road was passable we left at 12.15 for town and the Moscowitzs for 

lunch. We got through all right waiting 15 minutes for Lynn Forman to pass us. He had difficulty 

put on lugs. 

 Anna M. had a good dinner for us and we stayed all afternoon leaving at sunset. We got 

home in good shape. 

 

November 2, 1948 *Truman Elected Drove the half mile to the big gulch near the road and with 

tempera went on with my start of the subject. Joe & Teresa in car came along back from 

 
1309 The Gulch 

 The Gulch (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1220 
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picturing bulls in Texas. Tom Thomas and Mrs Myers rolled up (also neighbors) talk of road 

conditions. 

 I returned with Helen and we had lunch. She asked the Bakos’ and we heard of Joe’s trip. 

He suffered with “Hives” while away but has his material for 3 bull painting. 

 In the evening we drove to Santa Fe picked up 4 frames from Dawley who took a sketch 

in pencil in return. Dinner at Alfau’s and the whole evening until 2 AM listened to radio election 

Returns. We could hardly believe our ears at the reports of Pres. Trumans steady lead. After the 

broad spread of the newspapers on Deweys sure election?1310 He and the democrats get the 

congress and if H. Truman has anything to him he will have a chance to demonstrate it. It seems 

that he has proved that one man can win an election. He had little help from his party. 

 

November 3, 1948 This morning it seems that the Democratic sweep was complete. A great and 

rare instance of the People thinking for themselves. 

 Well we are saved from Dewey but of course the reactionary forces are not all in the 

Republican Party! 

 Helen and I walked east on the road and took another look at the grand canyon north of 

the road. 

 Before lunch Joe & Teresa stopped in. They are still staying at the DeVargas hotel in 

town on account of Joes hives which require hot baths. Later in afternoon H. and I took another 
 

1310 The Chicago Daily Tribune incorrectly reported Dewey’s victory over Truman 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dewey_Defeats_Truman). The paper also reported that the Republicans 
would sweep Congress, when in fact it was the Democrats who took majorities in both houses. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dewey_Defeats_Truman
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walk around the hills of which we now own two. We are a little short on sleep a result of our 

political vigil last night. 

 

November 4, 1948 The morning clouded over and ominous looking. The sun broke through later 

and the clouds moved south east. Later new formations came up and in late afternoon snow 

flurries and by sunset the ground was just covered, very beautiful. We hope it will evaporate 

rather than melt. 

 Helen did a large wash in the afternoon. I worked some on the gulch panel. 

 We hid away some art books and linen in a false bottom I built in the posing stand. The 

last week before leaving our place in Santa Fe is a rather trying period, chiefly on account of the 

uncertainty of road conditions and also on account of the recurrent entry nearly each year of our 

private burglar, and the necessity of hiding away many of our things. 

 

November 5, 1948 Walked in the crisp cold morning sunshine east on the road and took another 

look at the Gulch. Helen is busy packing the trunk and case. Small patches of snow remain in 

shady places. The sky is clear and we hope no rain or snow fall before we get away. 

 We went to town and had lunch at the prettily remodeled native house of Ray Boynton. A 

nice lunch and he showed us some of his paintings. His water colors are quite strong. I liked 

some that he made in the Yosemite Valley and others from Hawaii. His wife makes very 

sensuous and charming lady dolls and has done good hammered copper plaques. We shopped 
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went to Post office and drove home by 5.30 or so. Helen tells me that 19 people are coming 

tomorrow evening. 

 

November 6, 1948 We are both busy with preparations for leaving Sinagua to the elements and 

our perennial private burglar. 

 In the evening 8 oclock we had a group of friends to see color films of my paintings. Joe 

Reed’s projector brought out by Ann and her father and mother Mr & Mrs Lupfer of Larned 

Kans. who are visiting. Joe is not feeling well, his vertebra operation troubling him. Ira 

Moskowitz operated the projector. He and Anna brought Mae Larsen. The Albert Schmidts, 

Shusters, Randall Daveys Ray Boyntons. As Joe Bakos & Teresa are still at the hotel on account 

of his “hives” (result of penicilin[sic] treatment of nose) they were absent. We showed 110 slides 

and a dozen of photos of Ira & lithographing process. Helen served coffee sandwiches at about 

11 oclock. It was a good evening. Without our electric service it could not have been done. 

 A clear beautiful day. 

 Our trunk left this morning. Summer’s over! 

 

November 7, 1948 This morning the sky was overcast and except for occasional breaks it 

remained cold & cloudy until about 5 oclock when the sun broke through and the western half 

cleared. 
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 Raphael Alfau and Marjorie called as we were having tea. They stopped for an hour or so 

and we helped them rejoice over the great Truman victory. While she probably has a good 

income she is a real liberal if not a “radical” and so of course is he. 

 I packed our panels in a box I had made and H. was busy all day with D.D.T. on the 

Indian blankets and woolens. 

 We feel that the cold weather makes our stay after November 1. rather an ordeal as we 

have not heating facilities to keep all the house warm. 

 

November 8, 1948 Left “Sinagua” after attending to pump engine water pipes and other matters 

and locking up with the hope that no marauder may enter. 

 Tried to put my car in Closson’s over night but their large garage was filled, so I left it 

parked on the Alameda. 

 We stopped the night at the de Vargas where the Bakos’ also are staying. 

 

November 9, 1948 Attended to matters in the morning. We went to Joe Reed and Helen made a 

light lunch for him and us at his house. Ann R. and her parents the Lupfers are on a trip to El 

Pasa. 

 Went in early afternoon for our car and found it crippled by the cold of last night. Some 

say it dropped to 8o above zero. Phoned Closson to pick it up and after repair to take it for 

s[t]orage to the rear of 314 Garcia where I arranged for Miss Sims to meet them. 
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 From the deVargas with the Joe Bakos’s we walked to the AT&SF bus station and left for 

Lamy and our train. 

 

November 10, 1948 A long day lounging in our compartment all day with nice meals brought 

with us and prepared by Helen. The Santa Fe RR road bed is in very bad condition. We wonder 

how the streamlined trains running on such rapid schedule are able to stick to the rails. 

 

November 11, 1948 Arrived early this morning in Chicago and at 10 oclock we went to the Art 

Institute where we met Frances Strain and took a look at a large water color ex. now hanging. A 

fashionable pot pouri of “Modern” abstract and whatdyecall it. We took a taxi up to Francis[sic] 

house on Kimbark Ave. where we had a nice lunch and met her sister “Dede” who has been the 

bread winner. Fred. Biesel is teaching in Milwaukee several days a week. 

 We left in afternoon in time to taxi to the LaSalle St station and get our train leaving 6.30 

PM. We have a small compartment and the Lake Shore roadbed is in splendid condition. 

 

November 12, 1948 A good nights sleep and we arrived in New York about noon hour and 

drove to the Old Chelsea Hotel where the manager & some of the help seemed glad to see us. 

(As we have just met a 13% increase in our rent to $152 per month). 

 Apartment in good shape but dusty. The housekeeper sent a man to clean. 
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 We saw Bill Bomar who has returned from Europe this summer and a visit to Texas. He 

seems well and full of pent up reaction from his Italian Art experience. 

 

November 13, 1948 Helen is straightening things out about the house, and went shopping in the 

afternoon. Her first experience of the ten cent fare on the subway. She did a little more shopping 

than she had intended on account of the extra cost of riding ten city blocks.1311 

 

November 14, 1948 After lunch today Helens father & mother called on us. They look in good 

health and opined that we were the same. Mother brought us a Pepsi Cola catalogue of the last ex 

in which I am represented, also the Calendar with specimens many quite poor. 

 
1311 Sloan loved cats - liked their independent ways. A beautiful movement. He felt that a cat was 
impervious to blandishment.  

 He sometimes claimed to dislike dogs - on the “love me, love my dog” objection & “dog-
like” loyalty he was dubious about. When he met a friend’s dog, he liked the breed more than he 
would admit. But he did not need a dog. He liked to watch animals & birds & insects. 

 From Gloucester, he used to bring toads & had an aquarium for a while (Washington 
Place.)  

 The old toad was accustomed to flies, & had some trouble digesting chopped meat. 
Sloan said he would sit up & massage his belly. Sloan liked to watch him by the hour. 

 I think I got the idea for massage of abdomen from the tale of the toad, & watching my 
father soothe a bloated baby in the ward of St. Mary’s Hospital for children - many years ago. 

 The first time I did it - was in Chicago, when we met after our marriage. Sloan had some 
gas disturbance. I tried a very delicate rhythmical caressing of the surface along anatomical 
direction of the large bowel. It had an immediate effect in relieving muscular tension - that 
amazed him. And proved to relax the cause of constipation (of which he seemed cured over 
night). I learned to massage more strenuously after the surgeon approved, but always with care 
- not pushing obstruction, but teasing it away & relaxing spastic muscles) 
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 Not a word was said about the recent election as Charles Farr is a New England 

republican died in the wool. 

 Helen showed some of her paintings of the past summer and they were liked. My own 

productions are on the way by express. 

 *Wrote to Miss Sims to see that chains, etc left in the car at Closson’s were still there 

after repairs. 

 

November 15, 1948 My panels from Santa Fe arrived this morning but I have not yet opened the 

box. I painted on the nude on yellow couch (New Mexico out the window) which was on the 

easel when I left in July. Also furthered the “Venus and Fawn” panel. 

 Helen prepared factual corrections for Dr. McKinley Helen’s article which we received 

on our arrival at the Chelsea.1312 I wrote a letter to accompany them. The letter stated my 

appreciation of the article which is intended for the Atlantic Monthly. 

 Wrote also to Carl Zigrosser Curator of Prints Phila. Mus of Art thanking him for his new 

“Book of Fine Prints.” The repro. of my “Women’s Page” etching is very poor but I made no 

comment. 

 

 
1312 MacKinley Helen’s article never published 

For some reason MacKinley Helm (1896-1963) is referred to as “Helen MacKinley” in The Positive 
Image: Women Photographers in Turn-of-the-century America (written by C. Jane Gover, p. 181) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MacKinley_Helm)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MacKinley_Helm
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November 16, 1948 Dinner Inst Arts & Letters Knickerbocker Club 7 PM 

 Helen went out looking for Xmas cards to help Anna Moskowitz who plans designing 

some for next year. 

 Opened the box of panels from Santa Fe and see that I have considerable work to do to 

bring them to completion in the next few weeks, or more. In the evening I went up to the 

Institute dinner at Knick. Club. It was an interesting affair with cocktails enough to loosen up the 

talkers. The dinner was good. Afterward a discussion of candidates for an award in Architecture 

chiefly by the architects present. Following this the councils proposal to award one thousand 

Dollars to Mrs Edw. MacDowell as a Tribute to her work in keeping up the memorial colony1313 

at Peterboro N.H. Met with unanimous approval many eulogies. I dubbed her “Widow laureate”. 

Percy McKay knew McD. well. Jo Davidson, John T. --, Kroll, Speicher, K. Miller, Higgins. 

 

November 17, 1948 I worked on the panel of a nude on a chaise longue which I started to 

repaint last spring. Its in a delicate state at present. I hope for courage to go on with it. 

 Helen went shopping in the morning and bought curtains for our living rooms. The hotel 

management provides such poor worn excuses for the purpose. 

 My usual exercise pacing the living room for an hour while H. today interrupted her 

ironing to take a walk outside. 

 

 
1313 The MacDowell Colony, a secluded artist residency, was founded in 1907 by Marian MacDowell 
(1857-1956) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MacDowell_Colony) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MacDowell_Colony
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November 18, 1948 I went on with the nude on chaise longue today and think that is going well. 

Tempera alterations to be carried out in varnish glazes. 

 Helen went out after lunch to see her doctor Smith who operated last December He tells 

her she has a further period to go through but is in good shape, gaining weight in spite of the fact 

that all summer she has been on a 1000 calories a day diet. 

 Late in afternoon Bill Bomar came in and I showed him my panels of the summer. He 

liked portrait of Helen very much also one or two others “Tyro & Poseidon, Bridge at Embudo. 

When H. returned we went over to his studio across the hall and had a couple of nice “new” 

drinks. He is disterbed[sic] by his travels to Italy and the masterpieces the people the life and the 

old paintings. He says Italian art ceased with MichaelAngelo [sic]. 

 

November 19, 1948 I worked again today on the Nude in Kimono on chaise longue.1314 

 Helen out shopping for eatables and doing some general cleaning up. I took a nap in the 

afternoon and my generally regular pacing exercise to and fro in the living room. 

 

November 20, 1948 quite warm today 

 Carrying on my work on the Nude on Chaise and doing some finishing on panels from 

Santa Fe. 

 
1314 What work is this? 
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 Helen seems to be ironing much of the day. She took a walk late in the afternoon found a 

bargain in honey 2 big cans. 

 In the evening Walter & Magda Pach came to dinner to which H. had asked them a few 

days ago.  

 Walter looked at my summer work with considerable interest liked the “Tea for One” 

portrait of H. and also the “Tyro and Poseidon” panel.1315 About the landscapes he had less 

enthusiasm. Liked portrait of Mrs Zabriskie I made or started last spring. He says its finished. I 

dont know! His book on American Museums it out. He showed it to us. Says he will get no 

royalties from his “Delacroix” from the news reprint. Too bad. 

 

November 21, 1948 Working on the Plaza Santa Fe panel during the day. Time off for a nap. 

 Helen busy cutting out dresses for herself and “calzoni” for me. A clear pleasant day. 

 

November 22, 1948 Breakfast in bed (as usual here in New York) reading until after 10 AM. 

Worked in the studio on the “Plaza” panel 32” x 26” it is improving. 

 A good picture should have very little or nothing of the visual stimulus in evidence after 

it is finished. This is a good reason for working from memory. 

 

 
1315 If W.P. says he liked the “Tyro & Poseidon”, I think it was because he himself had been 
trying some opera subjects. I really think Sloan imagined that Pach liked - or showed interest - 
spent time studying the thing. 



887 
 

November 23, 1948 Nat. Acad of A&L meeting 11 AM at Academy Bdg. Luncheon 12.30 with 

Film Showing 

 Joe Pollet called on phone this morning and inquired after our health etc and tells us that 

he has seen Florence McCormick several times during the summer. His place in Saugerties not 

far across the Hudson from Theo’s. Good news for him. She has bought his big “Hunt” painting 

for 3500.00 which he says is what I thought it should cost. Quite true. 

 Later I went to annual meeting of Am. Acad of A and L. about 20 present (out of 50). 

Kroll is a new member also Van Doren1316. Proposal to invite Nehru of India to meeting next 

year was sanctioned. After meeting a luncheon with ladies. Met Mrs Chas D. Gibson a loyal 

widow and attractive, tho’ elderly. Helen and I were at a table with Arch. MacLeash1317 John 

Marin, Deems Taylor Miss Marianne Moore, Mrs McL. Meeting Jo Davidson. - Hopkinson who 

is painting in tempera and excited about it. E. Van Doren new member. E.W. Redfield also 

present, old acquaince. 

 “After seeing a color “movie” of French Tapestries1318 with light shining out of them! 

another movie of “Lousianna” by Flanagan1319 which we left. We met Viv. Organ and rode home 

by subway with her. Helen stopped off to shop somewhere. 

 Harry & Madeline Neely 

 
1316 Emile Van Doren (1865-1949) landscape painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Emile_Van_Doren/11142668/Emile_Van_Doren.aspx)  

1317 Archibald MacLeish (1892-1982) American poet, writer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_MacLeish)  

1318 What movie was this? 

1319 What movie was this? 

http://www.askart.com/artist/Emile_Van_Doren/11142668/Emile_Van_Doren.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_MacLeish
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 Carl Ruggles1320 & wife are stopping at the Chelsea. I brought them up to see our place. 

 Miss Sullivan (Jewel) who used to pose for me phoned said she’d come to see us 

Saturday.  

 

November 24, 1948 Helen kept me in bed resting after a full day yesterday. Meanwhile she gave 

the apartment a very good thoroughly energetic cleaning and polishing. 

 In the evening Florence McCormick came to dinner and we enjoyed her visit greatly. Her 

account of her summer with Bill Daveys two children at Rhinebeck. The little boy of 7 yrs by his 

second wife and the baby girl by Irene his Russian wife. She saw Joe Pollet several times. His 

summer place is across the river at Saugerties. She spoke of his being in very low financial 

straights and of buying his “Hunt” painting paying for it $200. a month $3500.00. She visited 

Joe’s brother an ex pugilist who lives on W. 11th St. She says that altho he wishes her as a patron 

in a permanent way, that she hopes to escape that situation. She liked several of my summer 

pictures. She has lost weight and looks very well. 

 

November 25, 1948 We had asked the “family” to dinner and Brud” (young Dr Hollon Farr) and 

his wife Ann came from Hartford. Dr Charles F. and his Helen (H’s mother) came in their new 

Studebaker and we had 2 pheasants shot by Dr Chas. for dinner which was very good indeed 

prepared by Helen. 

 
1320 Carl Ruggles (1876-1971) composer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Ruggles)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Ruggles
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 We showed our panels of this summer and had a pleasant afternoon. They left about 6 

P.M. 

 We have agreed to sign a lease for 2 years with the Chelsea owners. We are to get a new 

gas stove and are promised a floor scraping job. The rent is to be at an increase of 15% which 

makes $154.25 per month. 

 This is not bad as I paid $150.00 when I came in 1935. It was reduced to $135.00. 

 

November 28, 1948 Helen posed a while this afternoon so that I might perhaps get a better head 

of her on the striped waist. Helen is doing sewing on dresses and tailoring a couch cover. 

 In the evening we had a call from Albert Groll. I had not seen him for a couple of years. 

He looks quite well says he is 82 years old. He is very dear carries a little trumpet on a long hose. 

He should be able to get some sort of electronic hearing aid. He is entertaining never the less but 

a noisy evening results. He says he thinks of getting a house in Santa Fe in which to end his 

career, had an ex last spring at G.C. Galleries1321 “a new style of work”. 

 

November 29, 1948 Worked a short while before lunch. H. went out shopping. 

 
1321 What gallery is this? 
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 In the afternoon I went to Dr Riley the dentist who x rayed my teeth which need 

attention. He found a festula above an upper tooth. He thinks I should see a doctor and have my 

heart condition looked after before any extractions.1322 

 

November 30, 1948 Took a walk early in the afternoon and enjoyed doing about a mile. At 4 

oclock we had a visit from Mr Kwiat now college --- who is writing a book on the “revolt” to 

realism 1890-1914. We talked to him for about 3 hours giving him some information on my past. 

Helen had more details than my memory furnished through having gone through my diaries and 

other data. We told him he could come again on Sunday next.1323 

 

 
1322 Sloan was a little sensitive to novocaine & cocaine - so it seemed wise to have his blood 
pressure etc. checked. I usually gave him a little whiskey after an extraction to counteract 
faintness & on general principles. 

 After going through with a minor operations Sloan had a tendency to bravado - would 
want to walk home. I always tried to accompany him & get him back quietly. He would never 
take a taxi - a waste of money! 

 I had felt all summer that Sloan was not “up to Par” - you can sense it in the diaries.  

 The Santa Fe dentist had left this fistula calling it a “long growth”. Dr. Reilly, a much 
more careful diagnostician, went over Sloan’s teeth more carefully & found several infections 
that were quietly pulling him down. 

 He had no pain as evidence, no rheumatism, but teeth were usually the cause of his loss 
of pep. 

1323 Dr. Joseph Kwiat wrote several articles on Henri, Sloan, Whitman, Emerson, etc. The first 
scholar to interview Sloan about 90’s (without prejudice about influencing Dreiser & Crane 
preceding --- the artists - which was sort of fashionable idea) [Core programs} 

Joseph Kwiat (?-1997) was a professor at the University of Minnesota 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1997/03/07/classified/paid-notice-deaths-kwiat-joseph-j-ph-d.html)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1997/03/07/classified/paid-notice-deaths-kwiat-joseph-j-ph-d.html
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December 1, 1948 I[n]vited to dine 10 Gracie Sq with Flo. McCormick 

 Working with the start of Helen & striped waist which is making trouble as usual! 

 In the late afternoon I went to the office of Dr Louis Hauser 140 W. 54th St and he 

started to give me a “check up”. My blood pressure good at 138, and my heart he says is in good 

shape. I am going to go again for chest xrays etc.  

 Helen met me at doctors and we took a taxi up to Gracie Square where we met at 

Florence McCormicks Witter Bynner Bob Hunt Joe Pollet Mr & Mrs Fred Leighton Mrs. Dana , 

and Mr Ed. Wheeler a comic series man who has started to paint. 

 We had a full quota of cocktails and sat down to a very good dinner. Joe P. was enough 

elated to fawn roughly over Bill Daveys wife Irena and others. I think he presumes on his 

acquaintance with Florence. He speaks 4 languages and is well read intelligent but seems to be a 

peasant type with all. H. and I left rather early. 

 

December 2, 1948 This morning H. and I walked to do some errands and I enjoyed it very much 

more than pacing the floor at home. The day was cool and beautiful altho’ the awful mess of 

automobiles and trucks seems to spoil the streets pictorially. 

 Miss Kraushaar phoned that she would send for some new Santa Fe things to show the 

director of Univ. of Nebraska (Mr Kirsch?1324) 

 
1324 Dwight Kirsch (1899-1981) artist, gallery director at the University of Nebraska 
(https://mona.unk.edu/mona/dwight-kirsch/)  

https://mona.unk.edu/mona/dwight-kirsch/
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 In the afternoon we had a short visit from Dr. John Sloan Dickey Pres. of Dartmouth. He 

said he had been at Kraushaars. I showed him few pictures though 3 had gone a few minutes 

before he came. Barile came and Dickey left soon. We had Barile stay for dinner with claret he 

brought. He has 2 days teaching in N.Y. and one evening out of town. 

 

December 3, 1948 In the afternoon I and Helen went up to the dentist and he anesthetized my 

jaw and removed a badly infected tooth without any trouble. H & I came home together and 

spent a quiet evening. 

 In the morning Helen took one more Santa Fe panel to Kraushaars and saw Antoinette 

who says that she likes the new crop. 

 

December 4, 1948 I hardly feel like working today so I “relaxed” or “loafed”. 

 After lunch Helen went up town to see the “Fair” of the Nightingale Bamford school 

where she was teaching before we married in 1944. 

 Trackmen called for two paintings for the Ex. at Barbizon Plaza Second Avenue Art 

Festival for sale & auction. 

 Signed a message to Congress from the Committee of One Thousand, pointing out the 

dangers of the actions of the Unamerican Activities Com. which threaten all civil rights. 
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December 5, 1948 [Helen has some shorthand notes here but says there are other notes 

elsewhere re Dr Kwait seeing Shinn when working on “8”; Sloan read Crane’s Red Badge of 

Courage1325 for the first time for Dr Kwiat. Said it was “impressionistic” “old fashioned” in style 

- not realism. Had not read in 90’s - pub. in a rival newspaper] 

 This day Helen gave up to helping Dr. or Prof. Kwiat of Minnesota Col. looking over my 

accumulation of illustrations from my past. A very tiresome job but he really seems to enjoy 

research. he has been at this research on “the 8” for some weeks has seen material of Henri’s at 

Viv. Organ’s studio. Everett Shinn also, and Edith Glackens as well. 

 My memory is so blank on many details of dates, that I am not much use. While it was 

very interesting looking at the old relics it was to me very tiring. 

 

December 6, 1948 My tooth gave trouble this morning. I took out the packing and a 

considerable hemorhage[sic] ensued phoned Dentist and then later with Helen went up for his 

repacking. Rather exhausted. I rested the balance of the day. 

 

December 7, 1948 Helen kept me in the bed this morning and after lunch at 3 oclock we went to 

Dr Rileys and he extracted a second tooth. Easy enough to write down but it was a long and 

rather painful process even with the anaesthetic. 

 After a nice dinner I still feel a reaction. 

 
1325 Stephen Crane (1871-1900) novelist, poet. Red Badge of Courage was published in 1895 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Crane); Beer’s biography of Crane was published in 1923. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Crane
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 Reading Thomas Beer1326’s “Mauve Decade” in a vol containing his biography of 

“Stephen Crane” and Mark Hauna1327(sp?). I enjoy his writing very much. 

 

December 8, 1948 Quietly in bed this morning. 

 A Mr Aymar who says he was art ed. of Harpers Weekly back in the days when Norman 

Hapgood was ed. and they used drawings by me etc asked about “Connoisseurs of Prints” 

etching. I referred him to Kraushaar’s. 

 We bought a nice double circle fluorescent lighting fixture for our living room last 

evening and it was installed. It is very satisfactory and shows the pictures on the wall to much 

more advantage. 

 

December 9, 1948 This morning Dr Joseph Kwiat went on with his digging into my past. He is 

going through old illustrations & drawings and asking me questions and dates. I do my best to 

remember and Helen who has been reading and transcribing diaries is a great help. H. invited 

him to lunch and after a rest period he went at it again. He is I think an enthusiastic researcher. 

He left after 5.30. The Neelys came to dinner later and we like their company. He has a prospect 

of lecturing at the Hayden Planetarium and is full of almost boyish enthusiasm at the prospect of 

 
1326 Thomas Beer (1889-1940) novelist and biographer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Beer). The 
Mauve Decade was published in 1926.  

1327 Mark Hanna (1837-1904) American politician. Beer’s biography of Hanna was published in 1929 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Hanna)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Beer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Hanna
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controlling the paths of the stars. His correspondence course of Star Identification is in process of 

launching. 

 We read in “Art Digest” that Whitney Museum is to give a memorial ex of Mrs Force.1328 

Helen phoned Miss Kraushaar reminding her that I have a portrait of Mrs. F. painted (circa) 1916 

which ....[says “continued” on previous page with “December 9. (Cont)” but empty] 

 

December 10, 1948 Feeling rather better today but another tooth is to come out! 

 At four oclock Helen and [I] rode by subway “Ten cent fares” came in while we were 

away this summer. I dont ride enough to get used to the 5 increase. The increased income to 

the city is huge. There should be public benefits! 

 The dentist got at my snag and after a severe battle I parted with another long time friend. 

 He brought a 2 oz bottle of brandy which I emptied and it alleviated the shock. 

 

December 11, 1948 Ruth Martin and her “boss” Mr Glover paid us a short visit in the afternoon. 

A gift of an aromatic box of tobacco. 

 In the evening Don Freeman and a friend Scott1329 who is a young writer for radio I think. 

Don has been back, temporarily, from Calif. where he left Lydia. They both had been painting 

last summer. His book of his early life in N.Y. is to be published in the spring. Soctt a very 

 
1328 The exhibition Juliana Force and American Art: A Memorial Exhibition 1948-1950 ran from May 12-
29, 1949. Elzea gives different dates for this show (September 24-October 30) 

1329 Unknown. 
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pleasant and intelligent young fellow said he would like to come to see us again with his wife. 

We agreed. 

 

December 12, 1948 While I lay in bed this morning resting, Helen took a walk for exercise. 

 I am reading Dos Passos “Manhattan Transfer”1330 for the first time and enjoy it. The feel 

of old New York appeals to me. 

 In the evening William McNulty and his second wife a mature and very attractive woman 

called on us. I have seen little of Bill for the last 15 years. I brought about his going on the 

teaching staff of the A.S. League while I was president of the board (c. 1930) and he has made 

good as a teacher has always had full classes. A very good teacher. We enjoyed a pleasant 

evening. 

 Bill says that Mr. Richard Hale the newly made head of the American art (and 

Hearnfead?1331) of the Met. Mus. studied first with him at the League.1332 

 

December 13, 1948 The appearance of New York in a picture sence[sic] is ruined by 

Automobiles. 

 
1330 John Dos Passos (1896-1970) writer, journalist. Manhattan Transfer was published in 1925 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dos_Passos)  

1331 What is this?? 

1332 Richard Hale [?_Hale} -wife-Beverly Hale? 

Richard Hale might be an incorrect name? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dos_Passos
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 This morning I had an interesting errand down town to Frankfort St and E. C. Mullers 

manufacturer of Engravers tools. Where I bought burins etc for Joe Reed of Santa Fe who wants 

to try steal engravings. I walked back by way of the Bowery a fine sunny day and while it seems 

less sordid than it was 40 years ago, it still has its down and outs and luckily the old Elevated 

structure still stands. My mind enjoyed memories of my past strolls down here. Stopped in at 

McSorleys which is changing subtly but surely. Many of the framed mementos on the wall have 

been replaced (perhaps sold to collectors). A dog replaces the five cats, But it is still full of olden 

times. The ale is good but costs 10 cents per mug. 

 In the evening to dinner of the institute. Consideration of candidates for election was the 

matter under discussion. Came to the name of Georgia OKeefe I raised my voice in protest. I 

suppose in vain. I tried to persuade the minority (about 50 members) present to vote for Sculptor 

Zorach whom I think worth it. 

 

December 14, 1948 I rested in bed until late in the morning. My whole body seems to be 

mourning the loss of my old teeth as a family might be saddened by the death of three old and 

faithful servants. 

 In the evening we went to Gracie Square #10 and had dinner with Flo. McCormick. Her 

others guests were a musician Mr Quincy1333 and the ex comie artist Mr Ed. Wheeler1334 who is 

trying painting (studio 5 W 16th). Florence leaves for Santa Fe soon to sell her big ranch home in 

Nambe and the newspaper “Nuevo Mexicano” which she owns. 

 
1333 Possibly Quincy Porter, but unlikely. 

1334 Unknown. 
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 We left not too late and all took taxi down town. 

  

December 15, 1948 To the dentist early and came home with a vacancy leaving my upper 

“denture” to have additions. 

 Walked from 51st St to home 23rd and enjoyed seeing the streets. 

 Later in the afternoon snow fell for the first time this winter. 

 Mr Kwiat at work on the realists at the turn of the century again this afternoon and 

evening. We had him to lunch and also to dinner. He is an indefatigable researcher. Reading my 

diaries he knows about my past better than I do. 

 Walter Pach called signed our copy of his new book “The Art Museum in Amer.” Stayed 

to dine and talked entertainingly leaving at 9 PM. Mr. K. retired to the studio to go on with his 

work up there as long as he might choose. 

 The snow reaches 4 inches and is giving traffic trouble we hear by radio. 

 

December 16, 1948 A day of rest without Kwiat. (Altho he is a very considerate and no trouble I 

cant miss the pun.) 

 The snow is practically of no account in the city. 
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 December 17, 1948 To the dentist in the morning and then lunched uptown alone. H. had a 

lunch engagement with teacher friends. I met her and Bill Bomar at 2.30 at the Picture 

“Hamlet”1335 with L. Olivier to which B.B. treated us. A very good moving picture. 

Shakespear[sic]-illustrated and abbreviated. Home to entertain a new acquaintance Mr H.W. 

Lanier1336, about my age, retired from the publishing business. A very entertaining well informed 

man old school and nice. He is at work on a history of the Greenwich Village community in New 

York C. and our talk was around this subject1337. I dont think I was much help but it made an 

enjoyable evening. H made a nice supper and asked him to come again next week. He is a 

widower and lives at the Players club on Gramercy Park. 

 

December 18, 1948 I stayed in bed until 10 AM. Helen took a “constitutional” walked to 14th St 

and back. I am finishing reading S. Crane’s famous “Red Badge of Courage” which Dr Kwiat 

gave me along with a book of Crane’s short stories written later.1338 He wants me to catch up on 

these realistic writings and tell him if I as a “realist” in painting of the early 20 years of this 

century feel any kindred motives. I can not say I do as far a[s] I know. 

 
1335 Hamlet, starring and directed by Laurence Olivier, was released on May 4 1948. It won the Academy 
Award for Best Picture and Best Actor. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamlet_(1948_film))  

1336 Henry Wysham Lanier (1878-1953), writer of books and for Harpers 

Sidney Lanier (1842-1881) musician, poet (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidney_Lanier)  

1337 Greenwich Village, Today & Yesterday was published by Harper Brothers in 1949, containing photos 
by Berenice Abbott.  

1338 Crane wrote several short stories after Red Badge of Courage. Sloan could be referring to The Open 
Boat and Other Tales of Adventure (1898) or The Monster and Other Stories (1899). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamlet_(1948_film))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidney_Lanier
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 We were picked up by Florence McC’s chauffeur and were taken to tea at 10 Gracie 

Square. Miss Mary Wainwright1339 of the Rio Grande Valley and the Navajo Museum of Santa 

Fe also Boston of course. Also Miss (or Mrs) Andres1340 whose occupation or status I do not 

know. After tea and ample talk on Navahos & East Indian by Miss K. who is a specialist on the 

Navajo religions. A comfortable return trip home in the McCormick limousine. 

 

December 19, 1948 A morning in bed and an afternoon also. 

 An all day snowstorm without much wind. The radio tells us that it of broad extent, as far 

west as the Mississippi. 

 We were to go to dinner at the “Lafayette” with Flo McCormick but of course this was 

called off. Joe Pollet was also to be a guest. 

 I got up about 5 oclock and I cant say that I feel any great sense of being rested. Perhaps 

because I have been reading too much. 

 

December 20, 1948 The snowstorm is over and the city had more than 19 inches but traffic is 

not badly interfered with. 

 A quiet day with gray sky and the white roofs of the Chelsea district spread out south of 

our Chelsea Hotel. 

 
1339 Unknown. 

1340 Unknown. 
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 Two paintings sent to the auction at Art Festival Barbizon Plaza Nude and Red Cat1341 & 

“Viola” were returned today. 

 

December 21, 1948 Gray sky in the morning but the sun came through occasionally in the 

afternoon. Bill Bomar lunched with us. He leaves for a Holliday visit to his home in Fort Worth. 

 I went to the dentist and had my new lower tooth in its setting fitted. Not too satisfactory. 

 Helen went down to see the annual Whitney Museum ex and reports it as mediocre at the 

most. My “Picnic on Rio Grande” (which Mr Moore selected from Kraushaars) is badly hung 

with a frame shadow interfering. B. Bomar has purchased a “red lion1342 etc by Ben Shahn1343 

from this ex. H. says it is one of the few good things. 

 

December 22, 1948 We worked on the set up of the studio upstairs storing framed pictures and 

panels on our racks and planning further means of getting our increasing “stock” off of the floor. 

We wish to clear the deck for further products that will have to be stored! 

 I firmly declare that I will not be able to work in a clutter. (This is only a symptom of 

lack of urge to work). 

 
1341 What work is this? 

1342 This painting is Allegory (1948), now in the collection of the Modern of Forth Worth 
(https://www.dallasnews.com/arts/arts/2015/07/26/masterpiece-of-the-month-allegory-by-ben-shahn)  

1343 Ben Shahn (1898-1969) left-wing Lithuanian-American social realist artist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Shahn)  

https://www.dallasnews.com/arts/arts/2015/07/26/masterpiece-of-the-month-allegory-by-ben-shahn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Shahn
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 The radio reports over & over cautions against race prejudice in an endeavor to stem the 

tide of anti Semitic feeling which is in evidence. The Catholic church could do much to stop it. 

 

December 23, 1948 We had the housemen up to bring two cases of books down to the living 

room from the studio. This makes room for two 9 foot metal shelves which we ordered this 

afternoon and which will be delivered next week $42.88 the cost which is less than a carpenter 

job would cost at this time of high prices. 

 We (Helen and I) feel that this is going to be a very great improvement a grand New Year 

present. 

 At dinner we have Mr Henry Wysh--- Lanier and we are well entertained by his stories of 

the publishing business (Doubleday) and his walks in the country, cabin in Maine and his 

investigations in the history of Greenwich village for a book he is writing. He stayed until nearly 

12. 

 

December 24, 1948 Worked on reprinting the “Circe” panel this afternoon, perhaps risking the 

loss of the picture. 

 X.J. Barile came in this afternoon with two bottles of Chianti, imported. We made him 

join us in a couple of glasses. Presented him with a pipe the Kirsten which I have used for more 

than six months. It eliminates much of the pernicious tar of smoke. 
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 After our supper in the evening Don Freeman with Boris Aronson the stage designer and 

a young lady Boris’s wife. They enjoyed looking at my book on Heronimus Bosch (presented by 

Artists Equity). By way of contrast I took them up to the studio and showed some of my stuff. 

 

December 25, 1948 This morning I rested until nearly 11 oclock at which time H. and I got 

ready and were at about 12.15 picked up by Dr Chas Far and Mrs F. with a cousin Marjory 

Worth whom I had met before. In Dr F’s car a new Studebaker we rolled under the river and over 

roads cleared mostly of snow to Montclair N.J. Ice at the foot of a hilly road leading to the home 

of the D’Estes “Uncle Julian” and his wife delayed the car. All but Dr F walked the short way to 

the top. We had cocktails and usual Xmas turkey dinner. Presents for all. Dr Hollon Farr and 

wife Ann had arrived from Hartford. Ann had knitted me woolen socks of stocking pattern, very 

nice. Mrs Este Helens aunt, although mother of young man lost in the war a married daughter 

with 3 children1344 and Molly now married is a very charming woman and nice hostess. We left 

 
1344 Cousin Eleanor d’Estes three little girls delighted Sloan. The two older ones (red heads) 
gave one look at him in the dining room - ignored grandfather D’Este & all other relatives male & 
female - made a bee-line for Sloan & climbed into his lap. He was embarrassed & charmed. He 
never made an effort to win the attention of children, but liked it (until they made him nervous). 
He liked to blow smoke rings, or demonstrate his Marx Toy Taxi, or “collapsing” cat & later “the 
Dube” our white rat, was a “go-between” for him. He liked to watch them on the street & our 
summer in Hanover was made happy by friendly little visitors. 

 While he said, when we were first married, that he wishes I could be the mother of his 
children - and truly meant this - I don’t think he had even had a great desire to be a parent - or 
had considered what a job it would be. Rather, he had considered it, and knew he would have 
felt exceedingly responsible to that new life. 

 He jokingly said that children should be shut up in a barrel with a “---hole” until the age of 
12, but he liked young children. 

 His care for & integrity as a teacher of students was one outlet for the parental devotion 
& of course Dolly called on that side of his nature. And the rest went into the pictures. 
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not long after dinner as snow had started to fall and we feared that driving might be difficult. The 

country is still showing the snow fall of last Sunday. We arrived in N.Y. after sunset. 

(clipping inserted) 

 

December 26, 1948 Reading a book on Wm Butler Yeats a Christmas gift. The opening chapter 

speaks of my old friend J.B.Y. his father.1345 

  In the evening Flo. McC called for us. In her car were Billy Davey her son and his 

wife Irena. We went down to the Lafayette Hotel where we met Joe Pollet who has stuck pretty 

close to Florence for some time past. We had cocktails and a good dinner with white & red wine. 

The red cost $8.00! and the dinner check was over $57.00. Nothing extra but the cost. Florence 

brought us back to the Chelsea. Joe P. was not invited and Flo. told us that she is through with 

him. We looked at my pictures. Flo. was asking prices but we postponed discussion. 

 

December 27, 1948 I am making changes in the long panel which is being called Circe. 

 
 Often enough he said the artist was like a proud mother displaying her child. 

 He sometimes spoke of J.B. Yeats’ observation that the mother finishing her daughter’s 
party frock is the most severe critic in the world. 

 He liked people who stayed like children - fresh, curious. 

1345 Yeats by (Ellison? (Richard Ellmamn) pub this year I found the book inadequate & the 
chapters on spiritualism indigestible. Sloan (Jan 11, ‘49) impressed because it brings back JBY 
to him 

The book Sloan was reading is Yeats: The Man and the Masks by Richard Ellmann, which was published 
in 1948. 
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 Reading Jacques Maroger1346’s “Secrets and Techniques of the Masters”. He claims to 

have experimented and ferrited[sic] out their media. Black oil (boiled with lead) seems to be the 

chief of his discoveries. It seems that he should have it made up and sell it to painters. 

 

December 28, 1948 Rested in bed until about 10. Helen went out shopping in the morning. 

 In the mail is the current copy “Life” with more than 20 pages of fine color reproductions 

of Giotto a remarkable presentation which will go on with increasing the peoples consciousness 

of art.1347 

 Anna Moscowitz sends a set of her six religious silk screen pictures. They are being sold 

by Lesch1348 dealers in Art repros. 

 I am signing a Call for a Cultural Conference on World Peace for the Nat Council of Arts 

Sciences and Professions and I hope that something may result from it.1349 

 

December 29, 1948 The steel shelving for the studio arrived at last, and H. and I worked at 

putting it together and setting it in place. 

 
1346 Jacques Maroger (1884-1962) painter, director of Louvre Museum’s painting laboratory 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Maroger)   

1347 The feature was called “The Story of Christ” and ran in the December 27, 1948 issue of Life, pages 
34-57. 

1348 The 1936 Bulletin of the American Library Association lists a Rudolf Lesch as a dealer located at 225 
5th avenue.  

1349 I think that is the one Sloan decided not to send after thinking it over 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Maroger
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 In the evening we rode by subway up to the Neely’s where we met Madelines brother a 

priest of the Catholic church and in Fordham Univ. He was a very kindly, well read and friendly, 

young looking man. It is regrettable that so many of the clergy are such nice fellows. 

 We had a good dinner with a highball as an opener. Harry N. has been practicing at the 

Planetarium wiggling the heavens. He is to do some talks there. It is his hobby. A pleasant 

evening. 

 

December 30, 1948 We went on with our erecting of steel shelving and then began to install 

framed pictures in place. The result is a very great improvement in the appearance and available 

space in the studio. This was hard work with climbing included. We are both quite tired at the 

end. After dinner Mr Ed Whelan ex cartoonist called on us by arrangement and i signed a copy 

of “Gist of A.” to him at request of Flo. McC. 

 We showed pictures. His interest lies in the fact that he is beginning to paint his type of 

“comics” no longer suits the syndicaters. He hope to make a living by painting. But he could 

plainly see by the hundreds of unsold pictures on my shelves that even publicity does not sell 

pictures. 

 Mr Harvey of Philadel. sent a beautiful box of 50 Corona cigars. I wrote a letter to 

Committee on Grants of A. Acad Arts & Letters advocating $1000. for Harry Wickey. 

 

December 31, 1948 306th day (Leap year) Last Day 
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 Helen has now put in the last touches on our rearranged studio and it looks surprisingly 

well. 

 The last three days have been almost continuously rainy and we are told of severe floods 

in the east. 

 This weather has prevented us from attending the W.C. McNultys party set for this 

evening. We are not very sorry and enjoyed a very pleasant evening at home. At 12 midnight we 

met the New Year up in the Studio together. As for myself I would be pleased to pass twenty 

more years under the tender and loving care of my wonderful Helen. 

 And now accepting the custom of ending the Year with this day let me hope that we and 

all our acquaintances may have a Happy new Year. 

 

Tyro sketch at end of diary 
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JOHN SLOAN DIARY - 1949 

January 1, 1949 A cold gray morning the snow still around us and bad traffic conditions. 

 We are much pleased by our improvements in storage up in the studio. A good place to 

work in the new Year! 

 Helen had invited Mr & Mrs Julian D’Este Mrs Marjorie Worth and Dr Chas. & Mrs Farr 

to dine with us this afternoon. They came altho’ they dispensed with their cars, on account of the 

weather. We had a very good dinner two chickens stuffed with chestnuts and sliced ham and 

good vegetables. Claret with the dinner. After dinner we took them up to see the improved look 

of the Studio and showed some paintings. Uncle Julian is quite green as to pictures but “knows 

what he likes”. A potato bug can make the same boast. He and I openly differ on politics but the 

others differ quietly. I like him quite well. The party broke up early. They left at 7.30. 

 Helen and I enjoyed the best of the evening together. 

 

January 2, 1949 A gray cold day but in the afternoon the sun broke through occasionally. 

 I worked a short while on “Circe” (with the airplanes) after lunch. The figure repainted in 

tempera glazed with light color now lifted in mixed white ready for other glazes. 

 Helen typing from W. Pach mss article about me (written for Dr Ortega of the New Mex 

University). 

 In the evening we dined at W. Pach’s on Washington Square. Met a Miss Bell who is a 

social worker and works at drawing in A.S. Baylinsons Studio. Another of this free group a Mrs 
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Raphael who seems to be a travelled Englishwoman and hangs on Pach’s words. He read us a 

letter in reply to a woman in Toledo who complains of the dominance of the T. Museum choking 

native efforts.1350 Walters reply was very adequate - it is wrong to blame the museum whos place 

is not to support artists but to provide soul nourishment for them. 

 He showed an early Van Gogh Old Man Paris model(?) no doubt long hair.1351 Vigorous 

full brush Rembrandt like but rougher. Picked up by a --- preacher 40 years ago in Europe. 

Unknown and hard to sell as it is of course not typical. I think better of Van G. on seeing it. 

 Pach who is the son of one of Pach brothers told us a remarkable fact of the past. His 

uncle Gus. Pach was of an inquiring experimental mind. He had found a way to photo on a dry 

film on glass plate. Showed it to Geo Eastman then a small photo supply man. Eastman stole the 

idea. Patented it and Eastman Kodak Co made millions! 

 

January 3, 1949 Cloudy  

Slept late as we did not get home last night until 1.30. 

 I worked on glazing the figure of “Circe” and wonder whether Marogers “Black Oil” of 

the Masters” would make the process more readily performed. 

 
1350 Perhaps the letter writer took issue with how Pach had characterized the Toledo Art Museum in his 
1948 book The Art Museum in America. He writes: “the museum has been particularly happy in its 
relationship with the city; it has done outstanding work in connection with the public schools and in the 
teaching of art and music in Toledo.” (p.284) There is no mention of the museum collecting or supporting 
then-contemporary artists in Pach’s entry, which might be what the letter writer is complaining about. 

1351 What painting is this? 
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 In the afternoon we went to see the collection of paintings by Pach1352 and other 

collectors at Parke Burnet Auction Galleries1353. W. Pach is selling about 20. A small Delacroix 

mural sketch. A boat in rough sea. 2 Eakins portraits a fine nude in neutral tones by Matisse, etc. 

We then went next door on 57th St1354 to see a large and very beautiful memorial ex of W. 

Glacken’s works. The galleries looked splendid with fine color. Met Mrs G. and Mrs. 

Frankeburg (formerly Mrs George Luks) Mary Roberts and others. Violet Organ asked us to dine 

at Schrafts and we really enjoyed our talk with her and about R. Henri, whos heir she is. We told 

her of a large vacant studio apt. in the Chelsea which Mary Roberts might like. 

 

January 4, 1949 Clear! Working on the figure in the “Circe” panel morning and afternoon. 

 At lunch we had the company of Mary Fanton Roberts an old friend editor of Art 

magazines in the past. We have told her of a vacancy in the Chelsea one of the front studios. She 

looked at it and was sure that she could make a good home for herself but must consider 

financial matters before deciding. 

 Helen went on errands this afternoon. 

 
1352 This show was probably “Modern French and American Paintings from the Walter Pach, Mrs. Jacob 
H. Rand, and Other Collections.” (https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/pachwalt2.pdf, 
page 37)  

1353 The Parke-Bernet Galleries were founded in 1939 and were acquired by Sotheby’s in 1964 after 
becoming one of the most prominent art auction houses in the US 
(http://research.frick.org/directoryweb/browserecord.php?-action=browse&-recid=7130)  

1354 This show was “Paintings and Drawings by William Glackens,” on display from January 3-29, 1949 
at Kraushaar Galleries. Kraushaar’s Archives of American Art finding aid does not list this show, but it is 
mentioned in exhibition histories of several Glackens paintings 
(http://www.clevelandart.org/art/1939.524). 

https://www.aaa.si.edu/files/resources/finding-aids/pdf/pachwalt2.pdf
http://research.frick.org/directoryweb/browserecord.php?-action=browse&-recid=7130
http://www.clevelandart.org/art/1939.524
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 I am feeling depressed. 

 The day is a clear one for a change. 

 

January 5, 1949 Raining again  

We deducted the Oct & Nov increases in our rent from this weeks check for January as 

we understand that the Rent Control of N.Y. has made it mandatory on landlords. 

 Worked a little on an old nude panel.1355 

 

January 6, 1949 Clear mild sunny day  

At noon I attended a rather ineffective meeting with Paul Strand1356 Max Weber A-?. 

Refrigier1357 and a Miss/Mrs? Wood to talk about a convention in March of the Com. of Art 

Science & prof.1358 Helen out when I returned at 3 oclock (walked from 44th to 23rd Sts). 

 
1355 Which painting? 

1356 Paul Strand (1890-1976) Modernist photographer and filmmaker 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Strand)  

1357 Anton Refregier (1905-1979) painter and muralist involved in the WPA 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anton_Refregier)  

1358 This was “apparently” an organizing meeting for the Waldorf Conference. When Sloan was 
asked to another meeting he said he had not the strength & time to give from his work - & 
remarked to me that he didn’t care for these luncheon meetings. “It’s a good way to get rid of 
those of us they don’t want around - just the use of our names.” 

The Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace took place March 27-29, 1949 at the Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel, where American intellectuals and artists protested the American government’s actions 
against the Soviet Union and called for peace at any cost. According to the CIA, it was sponsored by the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Strand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anton_Refregier
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 Yolande (Bugbee) Van Resema called on phone says shes coming in to see us soon. 

 Sent in my ballot for New Members of the Am Inst A & L. Voted for Zorach, sculptor 

and particularly against Georgia O’Keefe. 

 H. bought herself a nice new winter coat and I am glad. I’ve been getting all the new 

clothes! 

 

January 7, 1949 I painted for a while today. 

 Helen went out shopping. We went over some notes on my consideration of Steven 

Cranes stories which Helen is to send to Dr Kwiat in Minneapolis.1359 

 
Communist Information Bureau in an attempt to influence the West. 
(http://www.keywiki.org/Scientific_and_Cultural_Conference_for_World_Peace) 
(https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csi-
studies/studies/95unclass/Warner.html)  

1359 Sloan felt Crane’s work was more impressionism than realism (in the sense of Balzac & Zola 
from whom he got his tastes) - that the style seemed to him “old fashioned” (not in a derogatory 
way). Sloan got a little tired of “The Red Badge of Courage” - too much picturing - he preferred 
the short stories. 

 I have a feeling that Sloan was trying to analyze the difference between crane & himself 
as artists. Sloan’s pictures were incidents seen, experienced, in commonplace surroundings. 
They were made by an “observer”. He had not used his imagination to find the subject matter. (I 
think he liked “Maggie” best - for the sympathy with reality.) 

 Sloan appreciated Crane’s color imagery - but he found it hard to compare the writer’s 
realism with his own - for he had observed with the most profound care & subtlety, the relation 
of neutral colors - the harmonies & discords of colors close to the ground. The colors in “The 
Red Badge” were pitched higher & noted more in the key of the French Impressionists (whose 
work in the 90’s & 1910 period he disliked). 

http://www.keywiki.org/Scientific_and_Cultural_Conference_for_World_Peace
https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csi-studies/studies/95unclass/Warner.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csi-studies/studies/95unclass/Warner.html
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 We are trying out a casein for tempera emulsion made from the powdered dry skim milk 

which H. uses for making “Yogurt”. Tests will show whether it works in the emulsion. 

 

January 8, 1949 Working some during the day. 

 In the evening we went up town to Morningside Ave where Helens friend Sarah Keyser 

now a widow had invited us to dinner. She has and owns an apartment in number 50. I saw an 

interesting portrait bust of Dr Keyser made by Julian Bowes1360 whom I knew some years ago.1361 

 We enjoyed our dinner and conversation. Her family home is in Lock Haven (my 

birthplace) and she showed me some old copies of Century Magazine which had been through 

one of their occasional floods. 

 
 In comparison of color - it was hard for Sloan not to feel that Crane was romantic. It 
annoyed him to have a comparison made on this narrow point - also to have analogy drawn 
Balzac, Daumier, Goya, Steinlen, Rembrandt, Leech, Keene, Hogarth - observers. 

 These gave Sloan graphic realism. The painting technique of Manet & Hals & Valasquez 
of thin palette = [which Henri interpreted to the group in Phila.] - (the technique was somewhat 
romantic, spontaneous, nervous, quick but the restricted palette precluded romancing with 
color) - & their attitude towards subject matter was very realistic compared to the French 
Impressionists.  

 The city pictures are now called Romantic Realism (as Sloan remarked “both epithets 
have become curse words”) - romantic being a term used derogatorily of style formed by 
affection for life. 

 In all the discussions of Crane - & Sloan - no immediate links were found. They were 
born in the same climate, of independent identity, & very different nervous pattern. 

1360 Julian Bowes (1893/4-?) New York-based sculptor 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Julian_Bowes/10005891/Julian_Bowes.aspx)  

1361 Sarah Keyser came from Williamsport, Pa. very near Lock Haven. Her maiden name was 
Youngman. One of the Sloan family had founded a bank in Williamsport & she too had a Sloan 
cousin (which we did not know at this time). 

http://www.askart.com/artist/Julian_Bowes/10005891/Julian_Bowes.aspx
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 As I fear I am getting a cold. Helen and I had several good rum drinks after we arrived 

home. 

 

January 9, 1949 As my cold is developing I feel very poorly today. 

 

January 10, 1949 I am trying to conquer my cold by remaining in bed today. Helen goes out on 

her errands and prepares nice meals and serves them to me in bed. 

 

January 11, 1949 Another day in bed. I am reading a biography of WB Yeats which I like 

particularly as it shows the influence of his father John Butler Yeats whom I knew during his last 

years in U.S. The author has had good opportunities for research in WBY’s papers in Ireland. 

 I fell under the spell of old J.B.Y. and it has lasted with me better than it did with his son. 

But Willie did reach a personality very surely. 

 

January 12, 1949 After breakfast in bed I got up this morning hoping that my cold had run its 

course. I am walking to & fro in the living room and Helen is painting up in the studio. We have 

had very mild weather for some days. The west is having storms and it is very cold in Santa Fe. 

 Helen went up to her mothers this afternoon to help her at a meeting of her ladies club or 

reading circle or etc. H. came home about 7 oclock. She is developing a cold picked up from 

mine, I suppose. 
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January 13, 1949 A letter from Munich 60, Bavaria Germany Maiglockchen Str. 5 U.S. Zone 

from an etching printer, who had read in “Gist of Art” of the scarcity of printers of plates in U.S., 

Richard Hertz1362 by name asks me to let him know some address where he can offer his services. 

I have written to John Taylor Arms who is a sort of father of our print makers. 

 A letter from W. Shuster tells of a new club for artists etc in Santa Fe. For men only I 

understand. This was told us by a letter from Teresa Bakos a few days since. 

 My cold holds on and the studio is too cold for me to get to work, anyway. We are 

threatened with a strike of river craft workers and if it comes on the oil heating will be 

jeopardized. 

 

January 14, 1949 My cold seems to be better today and a worked some hours in the Studio on 

the repainting of the girl on couch oval mirror. 

 Helen is still fighting her cold. 

 In the evening after dinner the Cecil Bell’s with Lee Jackson came in and stayed until 

11.30. 

 Jackson is teaching and says that he likes it. 

 

 
1362 Unknown. 
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January 15, 1949 Again today I painted on the nude on couch, oval mirror. Another panel which 

means trouble as they all seem to do.1363 

 

January 16, 1949 These are dull days. I am working several hours but it is remodelling work 

and hope is deferred. 

 I am doing my walking exercises indoors and my cold is tapering off, I hope. 

 I am scanning a biography of John Hope a great man in the Negro movement. 

 

January 17, 1949 I put in an industrious few hours today working on a small electric fan which 

went out of order. For a while I felt defeated but finally got it running. Helen who still has her 

half of my cold, but she keeps up with her work doing a large ironing which looks very beautiful. 

 

January 18, 1949 This morning up town to Dr Hauser’s office for a continuance of my physical 

check up electro cardiac test Chest X ray etc. It took some time. Afterward I walked up to 57 

Street the lair of the art dealers, and went to see the W. Glackens show again. It looked very 

beautiful and Miss Kraushaar tells me that she is selling his drawings right well. The drawings 

 
1363 “Nude, Housecoat Mirror” - this was finally finished - a completely different picture from the 
first version. It is close in value, beautiful in color, but lacks the verve of many others. Though 
some people prefer this quieter kind. 

Nude in Housecoat, Mirror (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 972 
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are little masterpieces. His ability to recreate from mind & memory is really phenomenal. The 

same ability is in the paintings but is to a slight degree hampered by color.1364 

 Home after 1 oclock to lunch & Helen. 

 Painted in the afternoon. H. took a trip up to see an ex of E. Shinns work which was not 

unexpectedly pretty shallow. She also saw works by P. Blume “The Rock” product of years of 

work “clumsy in design and ineffectively over labored, she says. 

 The unexpected election of H. Truman has made him inherit a large appropriation by the 

last (Republican) congress for an especially gorgeous inauguration ceremonial in Washington 

and the news is full of preparations! 

 
 

1364 Sloan felt that Glackens did not really understand the technical thinking in Renoir’s use of 
color: under-neutrals sculpturing, & then clinching color-textures. 

 He regretted that Glackens’ great draughtsmanship, the incisive definition of things - was 
allowed to “give in” to color & paint quality. “Glackens was almost too clever for his own good - 
could paint in any style he chose. Whistler, Manet, Henri, etc.” Sloan didn’t like to say J.S. was a 
better painter - he always said Glackens was the greatest draughtsman U.S. ever had. 

 Sloan never fed his self-esteem by looking down on anyone else. He would deflate the 
critic-made reputation of an inferior contemporary, but it was not for his own benefit. 

 He was unconcerned about “placing” himself in history, he once spoke of this, it was with 
sympathy for the critics because his work was so varied. The last year, when he said he would 
never see the Whitney show, he would also say he did not want to see it, felt it would not be 
good enough to fill the whole building. “My work is too uneven.” He found every reason to hate 
the show because he felt it was the kiss of death - against his pattern of life to live for this just 
amount of recognition. 

 (He forgot all about the show in Hanover, & we did not discuss it.) 

 He was always too busy being discontented with himself to consider critical competition 
with others - contemporary or past. The things he did not say are illuminating. 
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January 19, 1949 Worked on the nude on green sofa.1365 In the afternoon to the dentist where he 

put in a couple of small fillings. In the evening Judy Evergood and a young actor friend Mr 

Martin called. 

 She is working in a small theatrical company. Martin also a member. Phil Evergood & 

Judy have built a house in Pachogue L.I. having sold their little house on Bank Street in N.Y. 

Judy has done some typing for Bill Davey on his novel about 70 pages. She says it is very good. 

Paid less than the current rates for her work but much entertained by his eccentricities. Perhaps 

hes right and is a genius. 

 

January 20, 1949 This morning I reported to doctor Hauser and he gave me a very encouraging 

bill of health cardiac chart O.K. Chest O.K. etc O.K. = told me not to catch cold! and to take 

regular walks. 

 Pursuant to this I walked home from 54th & Lexington Ave to the Chelsea 23rd St. 

 The day is a beautiful clear cool one. So suitable for the Inauguration ceremonies & 

parade in Washington. Truman’s luck! In the evening X. Barile came to dinner bearing gifts as 

always. Wine Brandy cigars & cigarettes. He is overpowering in his generosity and we wonder 

how he can afford it. He is a very dear friend and has natural charm. Helen cooked a very good 

dinner and says that she likes to cook for him. 

 

 
1365 Elzea doesn’t list this year as one Sloan worked on it, but Nude, Green Couch, Fan fits the 
description. 
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January 21, 1949 Worked a little on the Santa Fe Plaza panel. 

 In the evening went to the Institute dinner at the Knickerbocker Club. It was raining but 

the trip by subway and bus took me to the door. 

 After the cocktail period during which I spoke to J. Taylor Arms, Leon Kroll (who says 

he is about to have an operation for duodenal ulsers[sic]) Eugene Higgins and others we went in 

to dinner after which discussion of the elected members was taken up. 

 My candidate Zorach the sculptor was defeated his fairly high vote was cancelled by 

some 20 negatives each of which counts as 5. Georgia OKeefe was elected “mores the pity”. The 

question of the excessive weight of negative votes was taken up and a motion by Mark 

Connolly1366 passed to have the council consider a change. I was pleased to find my seat at table 

next to Dr W.E.B. DuBois1367 the distinguished negro. He was greatly amused at the proceedings 

and I also remained quiet. Home in the rain to Helen. 

 

January 22, 1949 Helen and I took a good walk this morning down 8th Ave turning into side 

streets back by 14th & 8th Av. The sun came out for a fine day. I rested when we came home. 

Helen worked on a panel after lunch and I came up to the studio later and got at the “Plaza” 

again. I do not seem to have the memory grasp on this sort of subject that I had 35 years ago! I 

suppose my preoccupation with the nude figure has to some extent weaned me away. 

 
1366 Probably Marc Connelly (1890-1980) American playwright, winner of Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 
1930 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_Connelly)  

1367 W.E.B. DuBois (1868-1963) American historian, sociologist, civil rights activist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._E._B._Du_Bois)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_Connelly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._E._B._Du_Bois
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 Sweet little Xavier J. Barile (a Catholic of course) made a remark the other evening 

which sticks with me. “The Pope has an army of millions all over the world. He could if he 

wished to - use this power.” I note this, for I feel that millions of Roman Catholics feel it to be 

true. I hate to think that it may be. 

 

January 23, 1949 We took another walk this morning out 23rd to Madison Square then to 

Gramercy Sq. where we looked through the iron fencing at a few priveleged[sic] neighbors, on, 

south and west to Stuyvesant Square then on east and south to the large and rather empty 

Thompkins Square. The day is clear and cold with a sky full of mackerel clouds, sun breaking 

through. We walked back to 8th St & 6th Ave where we took a bus to 23rd St and then walked 

home. After lunch I took a siesta and then joined Helen who was working in the studio. I put in a 

couple of hours on Santa Fe Plaza. 

 

January 24, 1949 A grey and rainy day so that my walk was confined to pacing the floor of the 

living room. 

 Painted on the “Plaza, Santa Fe” panel. Helen also painted on two or three of her subway 

travellers. 
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January 25, 1949 This morning a gentleman from the Hudson Guild called on phone and said 

that they would like to give an exhibition1368 of my paintings in February. He spoke of the fact 

that they gave me a large showing many years ago, I agreed to let him come tomorrow and look 

over the stock on hand which is very extensive! 

 Painted on the “Plaza” morning and afternoon. 

 A rather annoying touch of indigestion which Helen is treating for me. 

 A letter from Prof. Joaquin Ortega of N. Mex University in regard to his taking editorship 

of their Magazine. 

 

January 26, 1949 Miss Charlotte Lateaux posed and Helen and I drew this morning. We both 

felt a little out of practice as we have not drawn from the life since last spring. 

 Mary Fenton Roberts started to move into the “Chelsea” this morning and H. made a nice 

lunch for us. Mary is getting in furnishings from storage. 

 In the afternoon late H. and I both got at painting. 

 A letter from Shuster in Santa Fe tells of the sudden death in Shuster’s studio?- of Gladys 

Butler’s (sp?) brother and her death in twelve hours after. She had been sick. He says that he is 

working on a swell still life of Indian corn and “having a good time”. 

 

 
1368 The show at the Hudson Guild, “Recent Paintings by John Sloan,” ran from November 8-26, 1949. 
See Elzea 2, p. 485. He previously showed at the Hudson Guild February 8-28, 1940 and February 10-
April 10, 1916. See Elzea 2, p. 474 and Elzea 2, p. 450. 
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January 27, 1949 Mr Fried,1369 an artist born in Hungary, at present in charge of art classes at 

the Hudson Guild, with a young student Mr Soffrin,1370 called to select the pictures for my 

exhibition there. He selected 20 paintings all of recent date. Full insurance to be carried on the 

lot. 

 After lunch we drew from Miss Lateaux until 4.30 and then we dressed and went to the 

next door studio to a cocktail party at the La Follette studio where we met some we knew and 

others for the first time. The W. Pach’s. Baron somebody & his wife who is an artist. He is 

connected I think with art reproductions. Miss Maggie Reese1371 whose face I remember. She 

was in Santa Fe ten years ago. A very pretty young girl a violin pupil of Chester LaF. played 

very well. 

 We invited the Pachs to have supper with us and we enjoyed a pleasant Evening in 

conversation. 

 

January 28, 1949 A young man called for a framed drawing which I am contributing to a sale 

for a Negro Benefit.1372 

 Preparing and framing pictures for the Hudson Guild. 

 
1369 Pál Fried (1893-1976) Hungarian painter, immigrated to the US in 1946 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%A1l_Fried)  

1370 Unknown. 

1371 Unknown. 

1372 What was this? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%A1l_Fried
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 Helen stopped in to see how Mary F Roberts is getting on with her moving in to the 

Studio apartment here at the “Chelsea”. 

 After lunch and a little rest we drew from Charlotte Lateaux and I made a few drawings, 

as did Helen. Charlotte recalls for us a long engagement with a Canadian millionaire when she 

was quite young. She really disliked him almost loathed him. She was away dancing much of the 

time. Finally got rid of him and he died in a little more than a year leaving (as she saw by the 

papers) some 30 millions. The story seemed true and she is not the lying sort. 

 “The Star” successor of “P.M” newspaper which we have read from the beginning some 

6 or 7 years ago, has stopped publication with todays issue. A liberal point of view was 

maintained. Some special writers important in my opinion. I will miss them. 

 

January 29, 1949 Helen went uptown to Kraushaars Gallery this morning and took my small 

“nude in New Mexico with the cat”1373 to Loweys to be framed. The framer liked it. 

 I worked on the Plaza Santa Fe and also some changes on the portrait of Mrs. Zabriskie 

which is to go to the Hudson Guild.1374 

 
1373 Sloan is probably referring to Nude on Porch (Elzea 1227) 

1374 The portrait of Mrs. Lalishkie repainted many times without the sitter, finally became a 
powerful & original picture. 

 The Plaza was repainted & repainted, finally reaching subtle fullness - it could have been 
left as done, many times, but would not have reached the strength & acid fineness of sunlit 
forms. 
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 After lunch a nap of 1-1/4 hours and then we both went up stairs and painted until after 6. 

Our fluorescent light turns night into day. 

 I should perhaps make mention of the very severe weather in the West. Cattle are starving 

and freezing and the government is flying tons of hay and dropped them to save the beef. I do not 

hear of any attempt to save the nearly starving artists and musicians and writers of the country. 

The more cattle starved the higher the price of meat. Can the same be true of products of creative 

art? 

 Mailed a tax schedule from New Mex. to C. Bisky’s asking that he attend to it and 

enclosing our deed to the new hill to the east of “Sinagua”. 

 

January 30, 1949 A clear cold day   

In the late afternoon we took a walk west & north to the 10th Ave & 27th St district 

where there is a large new housing project surrounding the Hudson Guild Neighborhood House 

which was closed. We then walked back 9th Avenue and in the west 22nd St section noticed nice 

old one time fashionable houses now apartments. These Chelsea district streets west of 8th Ave 

have a pleasant feeling of the old days in N.Y. 

 I painted a while on “Plaza Santa Fe”. 

 

January 31, 1949 We wake to find the weather forecasts of yesterday fulfilled. A steady fall of 

fine flaked snow so thick that it is almost like a cloud. 
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 Helen never the less went up to Macy’s who are advertising a low price sale of January. 

She seeks bargains and feels that the bad weather may reduce the jam of shoppers. 

 In the evening we had a visit from Joe Pollet he says that he had been in Hartford Conn. 

for a week painting a womans portrait. 

 He feels that Florence McC. is being quite aloof from him. I suppose that he was a little 

too sure that he had a steady patron. 

 Mrs Roberts moved in to the Chelsea today in spite of the bad weather snow turned to 

rain & slush in the afternoon. But she feels that she will be happy in the new place when she gets 

it straightened out. 

 

February 1, 1949 Painted a little while in the late morning. After lunch Miss Bernice Abbot1375 

who is a very good photographer, and is making a number of photos for Harpers who are going 

to publish a book on Greenwich Village by Mr Lanier, came and I posed for photos all afternoon. 

She is very careful brings electric lights and a large camera. We hope that she gets good results. 

 I have known her for some years but seldom see her. 

 Helen went over to see Mrs Roberst[sic] at about 5.30 and afterward took a walk while I 

did a constitutional pacing the living room for 40 minutes. 

 
1375 Berenice Abbott. Sloan had a feeling of affection & sympathy for this lovely & sensitive 
woman 

Berenice Abbott (1898-1991) photographer of architecture and urban design 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berenice_Abbott)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berenice_Abbott
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 Miss Abbot seems to have a real liking for my paintings. We showed the lot set out for 

the Hudson Guild show. 

 A note from Teresa Bakos says that they have been comfortable on their hill through the 

recent cold weather. 

(enclosed in diary - obit of Dr Robert O. Brown, brother of banker, dies in New Mexico) 

 

February 2, 1949 Worked a short time in the morning on the Plaza Santa Fe”. 

 After lunch we both drew from Miss Charlotte Lateaux. She entertains us with her 

adventures as a model. 

 Later we went to the Century Club where they have an ex. of modern French works.1376 

An important Seurat “La Parade”1377 very fine. Two Renoir nudes1378 with a little too much 

perspective of visual sort. A Cezanne Still life1379 a lot of bluish surroundings for a plate of fruit, 

and a landscape. A large Toulouse Lautrec1380 with entirely too much visual perspective. A Self 

 
1376 The show, “Trends in European Painting, 1880–1930,” ran February 2–March 31, 1949 
(https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/437654). PMA has the catalogue. 

1377 Georges Seurat, Circus Sideshow (1887-8) Metropolitan Museum of Art 

1378 One of these nudes might be Large Bather (1905) at the Philadelphia Museum of Art since this show 
is mentioned in the available online provenance. Unsure of the other one. 

1379 Paul Cézanne, Still Life with a Ginger Jar and Eggplants (1890) Metropolitan Museum of Art. See 
French Paintings: A Catalogue of the Collection of The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Vol. 3, Nineteenth 
and Twentieth Centuries, p.111 

1380 What painting is this? 

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/437654
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Portrait by Van Gogh1381, quite good. Lion and sleeper by Rousseau the donamier?sp1382. We met 

our hosts Dr & Mrs Farr and several others Gifford Beal and Eug. Speicher who are also 

members. Dr Farr drove us home and Helen got supper for us. 

 

February 3, 1949 This morning H. and I got the pictures for the Hudson Guild Ex ready. 

 Later we had a phone message from Mr Fried saying that he had just heard that there had 

been a fire in the Guild house last night!1383 This of course post pones the Ex. Not a very serious 

fire but damaging hangings & furniture. 

 In the afternoon H. and I drew Charlotte posing. 

 In the evening through kindness of Don Freeman who has just left for California we went 

to see a musical vaudeville called Love Life and we were highly amused and enjoyed the 

performance and settings which were designed by Boris Aronson a friend of Don’s whom he 

brought to see us in December 

 This is an out of ordinary production and I should think it might have a long run. 

 

February 4, 1949 Helen is having Mary Roberts in for breakfast each day since she moved in to 

the Chelsea. Mary has not as yet, cooking apparatus installed. 

 
1381 Vincent van Gogh, Self-Portrait Dedicated to Paul Gauguin (1888) Harvard Art Museums 

1382 A painting matching this description is in the collection of the MoMA, where it was acquired in 1939. 
What painting could Sloan have seen in 1949? 

1383 Cannot find a reference to this fire in the Times. 
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February 5, 1949 The fifth Anniversary of Helen’s and my marriage (in Santa Fe). So quickly 

and happily has the time passed, it seems much less. 

 I dabbled a bit on the “Plaza Santa Fe”. In the evening Dr Charles & Mrs Farr came to 

dine with us and brought gifts for the occasion. 

 After dinner Carl Ruggles the composer and his wife Caroline who is a singer I had met 

them momentarily as they are now living in the Chelsea. 

 Ruggles has known and remembered many musicians and other celebrities and many 

amusing tales. They lived at R. Kents place in the country and tell interesting accounts of his 

ability as builder and carpenter (probably he excells his painting in these). 

 

February 6, 1949 Mary F Roberts our guest at breakfast again while she is in the throes of 

moving in to the Chelsea. 

 I worked some on the “Santa Fe Plaza” and about 4.30 H. and I took a walk east & west 

on neighboring side streets. 

 ------ Taylor1384 head of the Metropolitan Museum of Art has in the current “Atlantic” 

magazine an article on “Modern Art and the Dignity of Man”1385 which has made quite a stirr in 

 
1384 Francis Henry Taylor (1903-1957) was the director of the Metropolitan Museum from 1940-1955 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Henry_Taylor)  

1385 “Modern Art and the Dignity of Man” ran in the December 30 issue of the Atlantic Monthly, p. 30-36. 
It does not appear to be available to read online.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Henry_Taylor
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Art circles. I think him right in the main. But it has done good work in relegating the awful 

academically accepted work of the latter 19th Century to the scrap heap. 

 

February 7, 1949 After my breakfast and talking to Mary Roberts who had breakfast with us, I 

got to work on some wire wrapping for Helens kitchen equipment of a new washing machine 

small and efficient. 

 Painting until lunch after which a nap and later we took a walk stopping to buy a new pair 

of shoes for me. Helen did some shopping. 

 We both painted for about 3 hours and had a rather late dinner. 

 

February 8, 1949 Helen went up town to see Miss Kraushaar and brought back a small framed 

picture of Sixth Ave I sketched from the window of my studio 88 Washington Place since torn 

down. I worked on the frame. She also took a small Santa Fe landscape to Lowey the framer. 

 I worked on amendments on and[sic] old canvas “Yoland Singing”.1386 

 I took an airing and walk on the roof. A lady from Whitney Museum phoned Helen and 

asked her to help on some matters in regard to Memorial to Mrs Force. 

 
1386 He lightened the background behind the head of Yolande (Singing) & lightened the shadow 
of the cheek. It was a difficult job working with tempera & then oil-varnish medium - but the 
picture was “released” from a kind of edginess, & the light now works better over the form of the 
cheek. 

 (One of very few cases of touching an old picture - done with good technical judgment). 
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February 9, 1949 After H. gave Mary Roberts and me our breakfast I painted on the trees in 

“Santa F. Plaza”. 

 In the late afternoon Mrs Bill McNulty ‘phoned asked us up to 79th St to their apartment. 

We agreed had highballs there then went to dine at a nice Italian restaurant where we had a 

caserole[sic] chicken Spanish style. After this went to the old Hotel Loraine(?) and visited a Mrs 

Marr(sp?)1387 pupil of Bills has lived with husband in Argentine for 30 years. The Peron1388 govt. 

has just passed a law compelling anyone who has lived 5 years there must become a citizen!1389 

 Mrs M’s work is quite good I think nice in color and wise in its use. Needs a bit more 

feeling if detail in places. A newspaper man John White1390 was also there. He too lives in 

Argentine. 

 
1387 Unknown.  

1388 Juan Domingo Peron (1895-1974) president of Argentina known for “corporate socialist” policies 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Per%C3%B3n)  

1389 “Peron thought that individuals in the country were members of the social, political and economic 
community organized by the National State, and consequently wanted to thicken the relation between the 
individual and the community. Thus, Law 14.354 (1954), which replaced the Law on citizenship 346, 
introduced a distinction between citizenship and nationality. To be a citizen is to enjoy political rights, 
and for this one has to have held nationality for five years. Moreover, acquisition of nationality is now 
promoted. Art. 31 of the Peronist Constitution (1949-1956) established the institution of automatic 
naturalization by which foreigners become nationals after five years of continued residency unless they 
manifest a contrary will. In addition to that, Art. 31 established that the law will specify causes, 
procedures and conditions for the deprivation of nationality, including measures to expel foreigners from 
the country.” See Report on Citizenship Law: Argentina, by Javier I. Habib, p. 5. 

1390 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Per%C3%B3n
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 B. McNulty has been falling into his own effort to be in style in his painting. Semi 

abstract. I dont know that he has decorative sense but if he enjoys trying out the market in this 

commodity - let him! 

 “We must see that the workers are paid well and have strong unions as the population 

grows until we learn to eat them!” a remark I sprung last night. (I believe it is related to a satire 

of Dean Swifts1391) 

 

February 10, 1949 Helen went up to Kraushaars and got the newly framed “Nude on Porch” 

(New Mex) which looks very fine in a broad flat frame. 

 I painted on the “plaza” again for some hours. 

 

February 11, 1949 Mary Roberts at breakfast chats very entertainingly of her experiences as 

writer & editor. 

 I painted in the morning. The struggle over the “Plaza Santa Fe” still goes on. So it was 

some three hundred years ago when Spanish soldiers took it from the Indians. 

 After lunch I took a short nap and then H. and I walked won to 14th St and back then up 

to 27th and home to 23rd St. The day is cool and windy. 

 
1391 Jonathan Swift (1667-1745) satirist, Dean of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Swift). Sloan is likely referencing “A Modest Proposal,” where 
Swift suggests that the poor sell their children to be eaten by the rich. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Swift


932 
 

 Teresa B. writes that Florence McC. is out there trying to sell the Nambe estate price 

$200,000. I think she will take less. 

 Bill McNulty (husband of Agnes Tait) not our host of last Wednesday) wrote from Santa 

Fe asks me to write something for the SF New Mexican Centennial Editon[sic]. No renumeration 

and nothing in mind on the subject. 

 We painted for 2 hours when we got back from our walk. 

 Had the carpenter add a storage shelf over the studio stairway this morning. 

 

February 12, 1949 After Mary R. left after breakfast I got to work on the “Plaza” panel. Helen 

was working on her panels. 

 A nap after lunch and then H. and I took a walk out 23rd St down 5th Ave to 8th St and 

went in to see the large retrospective ex of the Work of Max Weber.1392 His earlier work seems 

the best second period it might be called great mastery of a color scheme brings rich results. 

Always you feel that you are looking at ART, Art related to ancient tradition. The later things 

grow too careless. A tiresome black graphic line finished them. 

 We rode home by bus and Helen made us a cup of tea. Very refreshing. 

 Later she served a very good supper a thick soup and a large chopped salad. 

 

 
1392 The Max Weber restrospective exhibition was at the Whitney from February 5-March 27, 1949. 
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February 13, 1949 After the breakfast chat with Mary Roberts I went up to the studio and after 

rearranging the (Helen’s) panels on the new shelf over the stairway 

 I then started painting on the “Plaza” panel advancing it somewhat. At 12.30 we rode 

taking Mary R. to 10 W. 9th Mrs W. Glackens home where with her son Ira and his pretty dark 

haired wife and an elderly lady a former nurse in the Glackens home we had a very delicious 

steak (very rare with H. and I for the last eight years! 

 Mrs Glackens seems in better health and was in a very good humor and she can be most 

entertaining. We talked after dinner until time for Helen and me to go up to Carnegie Hall where 

he heard the premier recital of Jeanne Mitchell1393 violin student with C. LaFollette whom we 

heard in his studio a couple of weeks ago. We thought her performance very good and W. Pach 

and Magda who were also there said that Chas. LaF. should be proud of her. 

 Helen seems to be getting a cold & slept up in the Studio as she fears that I may pick it up 

if we share our bed as usual. I’m lonely! 

  

February 14, 1949 Helen came down from her cot in the Studio and prepared breakfast for 

Mary R and me. She is feeling pretty poorly but she dont give up. Mary R. is still having her 

rooms arranged. 

 I painted on a couple of panels one a nude of last spring and the other one of the Nambe 

road landscape of this last summer. 

 
1393 Jeanne Mitchell Biancolli (1923/4-1994) violinist, soloist with New York Philharmonic Orchestra 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1994/06/09/obituaries/jeanne-mitchell-solo-violinist-70.html)  

http://www.nytimes.com/1994/06/09/obituaries/jeanne-mitchell-solo-violinist-70.html
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 I also painted linear glaze texture on the portrait of Mrs Zabroskie started last spring. I 

think it is much improved. 

 During the afternoon I napped for an hour. 

 Helen is going to sleep on couches in the living room tonight. I will feel less lonely, and 

she more comfortable. 

 

February 15, 1949 Mrs. R. starts making her brekfast in her new apartment today. So I and 

Helen on account of her cold are breakfasting apart. I in bed. 

 When I got up I started working on the portrait panel. 

 After lunch we both rested. H. is trying to take it easy. 

 I worked again later in the afternoon. 

 An interesting discussion on the radio “Town Meeting”1394 tonight on the question “Is 

there any defence for the atomic bomb?”1395 Its pretty sure that world peace through a World 

Govt. is the only likely way, as stated by Dr Harold Ury1396 Scientist of the atomic bomb group. 

 

 
1394 The program “America’s Town Meeting of the Air” ran from 1935-1956. It was one of radio’s first 
talk shows (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/America%27s_Town_Meeting_of_the_Air)  

1395 The program was titled “Is There Any Defense Against Atomic Warfare?” and can be listened to here: 
https://www.wnyc.org/story/is-there-any-defense-against-atomic-warfare  

1396 Harold Urey (1893-1981) nuclear scientist who became an advocate for world government and 
against military control of nuclear technology (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Urey)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/America%27s_Town_Meeting_of_the_Air
https://www.wnyc.org/story/is-there-any-defense-against-atomic-warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Urey
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February 16, 1949 Worked several hours on the portrait of Mrs Zabreskie morning and 

afternoon. I have given it a line-glaze and think it is much improved. It was much liked by W. 

Pach and others in its former state but I always had a feeling that it was not final. 

 *In the afternoon Helen had a visit from Miss Irvin of the Whitney Museum staff who 

looked at my portrait of Mrs Force (about 1917).1397 They are getting up a memorial for her and 

we gave Miss Irvin what data we could on the Whitney Gallery Whitney Club and other matters. 

She says that she will call on us again. H. served us wine and cake and later made my supper as 

usual. 

 A letter from Marianna S. my sister she says that I should not stand up to work. I have 

been sitting at work for about a week past.1398 

 

February 17, 1949 After our breakfast H. went out shopping for supplies. Her cold has kept her 

at home some days. I worked on the Z. portrait, perhaps to its advantage. 

 After lunch I took an half hour walk on the roof the day is sunny and cold and windy but 

to walk was invigorating. 

 X.J. Barile came to stay to supper with us asked as usual brought wine. H. cooked a fine 

chicken dinner which we enjoyed. 

 
1397 Miss Rosalind Irvine who did the research for Lloyd Goodrich. Ass. [sic] Curator Whitney Museum.  

1398 Sloan tried to sit at work, now & then. Always went back to standing. It was actually more tiring to 
the shoulder & back to work from seated position doing a very small detailed area. 
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 In the evening we talked with B. and were amused and interested as usual. His memories 

of the Whitney Studio Club were of use to H. who is gathering data for Miss Irwin. 

 We amused him by showing the booklet mss. which Helen & Kay Goldsmith made for 

me some 14 years ago The P.K. F & G Painting Machine1399. He thought it should be reproduced 

by photostat process. 

 

February 18, 1949 Most of the day, starting late, I tinkered over my old sketch portrait1400 of 

Mrs Juliana Force painted about 1917. There were some darkening spots and I worked in 

tempera in restoring.1401 In the afternoon I took a good walk to 14th St and return. 

 A nap followed. 

 Helen’s cold seems better today. 

 I am invited to send a painting and drawing to the Fellowship ex. of the Penna. Academy 

of Fine arts1402. Sent notice that I would accept. They pay transportation, and I have a box that 

fits a little nude panel.1403 

 

 
1399 What is this?? 

1400 Juliana Force (Whitney Museum) Elzea 483 

1401 This is a very rare instance of working on an old picture (before underpainting). He made 
great improvements in the likeness & quality - with some thoughtful work. 

1402 “144th Annual Exhibition of the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts” ran from December 19, 1949 to 
February 5, 1950. See Elzea 2 p. 485. This exhibition does not appear on the PAFA’s archive list online. 

1403 What painting? 
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February 19, 1949 In the morning I got the Mrs Force picture into better shape. 

 After lunch I went for a walk up 8th Av to 31st St across to 6th Av and back to 23rd. The 

weather is mild and gray. 

 We entertained Berenice Abbot later in the afternoon. She brought photo proofs of the 

films she made of me and Helen in the Studio. Some of them very good. She also showed us a 

few of the many photos of spots in Grenwich[sic] Village she has been making for the Lanier 

book. 

 Next weeks copy of “Life” (dated 21st.) magazine has a color blackened reproduction of 

“McSorley’s Bar” in an article about the “Revolt” against modernism”.1404 I am described as a 

painter under the caption “Ashcan” Oh well! 

 Helen did a wash in her new little electric washer very satisfactory member of the family 

- the washer! 

 

February 20, 1949 In bed for breakfast as usual and lay until late reading a mystery novel. Very 

much a waste of time.1405 

 
1404 The article “Revolt in Boston: Shootin’ Resumes Around the World,” Life Magazine, February 21, 
1949, pp. 84-89. McSorley’s Bar is on page 85. 

1405 Sloan listened to detective stories on the radio in the evening, while walking - but very rarely 
read one. His eyes were tired at night, but he liked to read after breakfast. The Nation, New 
Republic, New Leader, Time Life, art magazines, The Sunday Times, we did not get daily 
regularly - & books. 

 Despite the eye fatigue, he read at night too - but not as much as he wanted to. 
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 Helen walked out to get a paper stopped to see Mary Roberts in her apartment. After 

lunch I took a 30 minute brisk walk on the Chelsea roof. It is a fine day not much wind. 

 We rode by subway up to the Hayden Planetarium. My first visit to this interesting 

apparatus, and we had supper with Harry Neely after which we heard him give his third lecture 

operating the machine at the same time. It was very edifying. He asked for questions and when I 

asked if astronomers could tell if there were other suns with planetary systems he gave me a very 

satisfying No. 

 This fact is one of the reasons for my agnosticism.1406 After the talk we had coffee and 

beer, and by subway we came home. 

 

February 21, 1949 I am sending “Nude on Porch New Mex” and a “seated nude realization1407 

drawing to the Fellowship of Penna Acad of Fine Arts a special invitation. ex. charges paid by 

them. 

 Struggling with the Mrs F. portrait in the morning. 

 
1406 Sloan very rarely spoke of Christ and had not read the bible for many years (probably not 
since his youth) - but he acted & thought as a man for whom Christ had been the teacher, the 
hero whose conduct he revered.  

 When he said that D-- was Christ-like, it was the greatest honor he ever accorded any 
man he knew. 

 He hated all pictures of Christ expressing no dignity of feeling. 

1407 What painting is this? 
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 Ed H. Cahill phoned and told Helen that he had suggested a large retrospective ex of my 

work at the Metropolitan Museum and that Director Taylor had thought well of the idea and 

would take it up with the trustees. 

 After lunch H. and I both painted and she went out to see a former pupil of hers Ann 

Wiseman. 

 I took an half hours walk to 14th St and return. It is a beautiful mild day. Helen returned 

at 7.30 and soon had my supper ready. 

 Cecil (Spike) Bell and Agatha came in during the evening. I showed what had been in 

production. They brought ice cream and left before it was late. 

 

February 22, 1949 A rainy day 

 I worked on the Force portrait but tired of it. It never was of any importance except as a 

sketch not a good one either. 

 An express strike1408 prevents the box with pictures for the fellowship ex. 

 After dinner in the evening Edgar H. Cahill and Mrs C. (Dorothy Miller) called on us. 

She is connected with the Modern museum. He of course is an old friend. He was the first 

publicity man of the Soc Indep. Artists Ex and after continued interest in Art. He was head of the 

 
1408 What strike is this? No record of a relevant strike at this time in the Times. 
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field activities of the art project WPA. He has written 2 novels one on China1409, a man who is 

very well informed and studious. Nothing was said of the matter of Ex at Metropolitan. I do not 

hope that it will go through. 

 I question whether they cared for my paintings shown them. Modern Art is about all she 

thinks of. Its her job. A pleasant evening but its well over with.1410 

 

February 23, 1949 Working on the “Plaza”. 

 Walked after lunch 30 blocks a very fine day nicely cool. Joe Reed of Santa Fe writes 

that he goes skeet shooting (or trap is it?) but his back wont allow him to work steadily at 

painting & that R. Davey has a new English sport car very speedy. 

 A nap in the early afternoon. 

 The Neelys came to dinner. H. prepared tasty roast shoulder of lamb. The girls retired to 

the bed room and had a long pow wow session. H. and I talked and went up to the studio where I 

showed him the pictures for the Hudson Guild how. 

 

 February 24, 1949 Helen Birth 

 
1409 Cahill wrote one novel about China (Look to the Polar Star, 1947) and one nonfiction book about 
Frederick Townsend Ward in China (China: A Yankee Adventurer, 1930). See Holger Cahill Papers, New 
York Public Library p. 4. 

1410 Sloan especially showed them Nude with Mirror (dotted) thinking it would have a better chance of 
recognition in relation to modern art or poor-Impressionist (i.e. Suerat) [sic]. 
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 Painted in the morning. 

 In the evening we went up to 74th St and had a nice steak dinner, rare (very rare for us 

the past 5 years). 

 Dr Farr and Helens mother Helen had Birthday gifts for her and we had a nice quiet 

evening with them. 

 Helen’s marriage to me was their loss and a blessed gain to me. 

 

February 24, 1949 In the evening we had dinner with our neighbor across the hall Bill Bomar 

who prepared a very good meal. He is a good cook and of course likes it. 

 A young woman artist friend of his completed the party. She is from his home town Fort 

Worth, Tex. 

 

 February 26, 1949 In the morning Helen and I took a good long walk down through part of 

Greenwich Village. It was a beautiful day and we enjoyed the old time feeling of the streets and 

houses. 

 We worked after lunch through the afternoon. 

 

February 27, 1949 I worked on the Mrs Zabreskie portrait which now pleases me much more. I 

have given it the “linear glaze” as I sometimes think of the line texture finish glaze. 
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 In the afternoon we walked down to 35(30) Fifth Avenue and visited the G. O. Hamlins. 

His apartment is full of my etchings all framed and on the wall, and ten or more paintings which 

he has owned for about 30 years. Some of them might bring very good prices nowadays. (The 

City subjects). As his place is not very well lighted by day light, many of the paintings are 

darkening. I advised him to put them a day or two in the bright light of his windows to bleach 

them a little. 

 We spent several hours looking at his Televison which I dont envy him. It is very hard on 

the eyes. 

 

 February 28, 1949 This morning we had a three hour sitting from a new model a Miss Moody 

who is ambitious to become an actress a nice face & figure. Helen made a very good tempera 

start. I also started a panel in tempera but it dont look very promising, but I will fight for it.  

 A list of Fellows of the American Academy of Arts & Letters arrived today. I find that 

there are not many artist fellows.  

 A good newsy letter from Teresa Bakos gives us Santa Fe news. 

 Made out a report on Linda P. Schaumann (daughter of Selma Shuster Santa Fe) 

application to Cornell. 

 After dinner we went to see Mary F Roberts apartment. She has adjusted her furniture 

and draperies very well. The place looks almost stately, and as though she had lived in it for 

years. 
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March 1, 1949 This day is given over to preparation for my talk at the A.S. League this 

evening1411. I feel as usual much worried as to the out come but have made little memo cards. 

 A “full house” in the League Assembly room attended my talk at 8 oclock. Helen assures 

me that it was a success and I felt so myself: I prepared a few small cards which I used as 

reminders and as a result the sequence was better preserved than on other occasions. My plea 

was for a let up of the totalitarian grip by a minority with money and institutions back of it. I 

spoke of the independence of the artist. Stated that in my belief he had no social responsibility. 

That to strain at the production of “Art” was of no use. Etc Etc. H took pretty complete notes. 

 Afterward S. Klonis invited us over to Schrafts for high balls Bill McNulty (& Mrs) Cecil 

Bell Mrs Klonis making a fuss over me. 

 H. and I got home after 12 and sat talking the evening over until after 1 o’c A.M. 

 

March 2, 1949 This morning altho rather fatigued we drew Miss Moody posing for us. 

 I lay down after lunch. 

 The Express picked up my box of pictures for the Fellowship Ex P.A.F.A. We have had it 

ready since Feb 21. An express strike caused the delay. 

 In the afternoon W. Pach called up and Helen told me to invite him and Magda to come 

in to dinner. They arrived at 6.30 or so and H. had a very good dinner for them. We had a good 

 
1411 In his talk, Sloan “took pains to make a distinction between ‘modern’ and ‘contemporary’” (Loughery 
358) which then apparently develoed into a “torrent” of “jibes” against art schools, younger critics, 
younger artists, the desire to make a living as an artist, and other “inevitable” comments. 
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time listening to Walters anecdotes and the reading of a statement of principles written to him by 

Villon the angular colorist & friend of Pach’s in Paris. 

 After giving the Pach’s a view of the painting selected for the Hudson Guild show when 

their repairs are ready. 

 

March 3, 1949 We drew from Miss Moody again this A.M. In conversation it develops that she 

altho born & raised in Alabama, is not in sympathy with the Southern (and Northern) Prejudice 

against the Negros[sic]. 

 Yesterday by the war a suggestion of legislation to stop the segregation and 

discrimination in the Capital City of the U.S. 

 After lunch Helen and I took a walk stopping in at a plastics store and got some cement to 

mend the cane given to me years ago by Alice Rhonie. 

 Returning, before and after dinner, I got to work on repairing the plastic handle of the 

cane. 

  

March 4, 1949 We posed Miss Moody (Mrs Sterling?) this morning for a series of drawings. H. 

produced the best, by far.1412 After lunch she went down town to the bank on business. I fussed 

 
1412 Sloan often said that my drawings in tempera underpaintings were better than his. This was self-
criticism on his part & an excess of kindness to me. 

 With tempera, I started out & got along well, having used this kind of paint in scenery work for 
many years, & it helped him to observe that I used more method than he bothered with (keeping mixed 
tones in the palette) - but he always carried the thing through from better start to better finish. 
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over the malacca cane head and lay down for an hour. In the evening Miss Ruth Martin and her 

boss Mr Glover came to take us out to the fish restaurant in the Chelsea where we had a fine 

seafood dinner. 

 Returning to our apartment, we spent the evening talking. They left about 10 oclock. 

 Miss M. tells Helen that she would like to buy one of my Gloucester landscapes or sea 

scapes. She is also interested in the portrait I painted of her and her cat. 

 An idiotic “Filibuster” about filibustering is taking all the time of the U.S. Senate. This is 

the 5th day.1413 

 

March 5, 1949 Helen went up town taking the Homburg hat presented to me some 25 years ago 

after he returned from Europe. It has been in storage until recently. I have been wearing it on 

occasions. She left it to be cleaned etc. 

 After lunch and resting some I took a walk north to 32nd back by Broadway and Madison 

Square. The day was like a spring sample. Loiterers sitting on the benches in the square. Perhaps 

soon the victims of the housing shortage1414 will move there.1415 

 
1413 The filibuster was led by Senators Richard Russell (D, Georgia) and Lyndon B. Johnson (D, Texas) 
against civil rights legislation proposed by Truman. On March 9, 1949, Johnson defended the use of the 
filibuster as a way to protect the rights of minorities, by which he meant the South, from overbearing 
federal laws aiming to combat racial discrimination. See Robert Caro, Lyndon Johnson: Master of the 
Senate, pp. 212-214. 

1414 Harry Truman’s Fair Deal of 1949 included the 1949 Housing Act, which included a goal to build 
800,000 housing units by 1955. Unfortunately, the Act made the housing shortage worse in New York 
City (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_Act_of_1949)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_Act_of_1949
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 Miss Betty Binkley of Texas and Santa Fe called on us she has been here all winter. We 

met her mother out there last summer. She has a part time job coloring fabric samples, lives on 

2nd Ave. We gave her some gallery names to try for showing her paintings. 

 Showed Miss B. some of my own and Helens pictures. She seems appreciative. She has 

been in Mexico and work we have seen in Santa Fe is emotional in color and has good qualities. 

 

March 6, 1949 Helen and I took a walk about the Chelsea neighborhood a day with the broken 

and large cloud masses gave a beautiful a rich colored dignity to the city streets and the older 

rows of houses! 

 We saw in a shop window an amazing small show card sign. Instead of in high relief a 

mans head in very deep concavity very hard to describe the effect as seen slowly passing by! 

 After a good lunch at time I worked a while on the large panel nude on yellow couch 

little black & white dog “Tippy”1416. I have subtly improved it. 

 After dinner Helen who had been typing my talk at the AS League last Tuesday, all 

afternoon, did a large wash on her little “Monitor” washer. I hope that she is not overworking 

herself. She is so continuous in her occupations it amazes me. 

 
 

1415 These regular walks recommended by Dr. Hauser improved Sloan’s tone. The fresh air did 
something for his circulation that walking in the house in the evening could not replace. 

 Sloan would speak of Yeats, when walking. “Yeats said old English gentlemen advised 
walking ‘to stir up the bile’“. 

1416 Santa Fe Siesta 
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March 7, 1949 We painted this morning on the starts of last Monday. Miss Moody posing. I put 

in a second figure in tempera and feel hopeful. 

 After lunch H. and I walked down town. She to the Corn Ex Safedeposit Vaults to get out 

our Income Tax data. The weather was very clear and cold and pleasant. We passed through 

Cornelia street (one block long) and looked up at the Triangle building where I had a studio back 

1911-1913.1417 Old Bleecker Street looks about the same as when I last saw it in the past days 

(Perry St. 240 W. 4th) 88 Washington Place, 53 Wash Sq The Judson. 

 Worked on frame before dinner in evening. H. busily ironing. 

 An excited letter from Anna & Ira Moscowitz in reference to a short but very mean 

notice1418 written by black whiskered Ben Wolf who has taken on an Art page in the “S.F. New 

Mexican” which has hurt Anna very much wants me to telegraph to discount the effects of his 

criticism of her water colors using the name Barry. 

 I feel I cannot get into it at this distance. With much provocation I have never written to a 

critic altho’ I have hammered at them in the abstract or general sense. 

 

March 8, 1949 Painted and worked on remodelling a frame in the morning. 

 
1417 The dates for occupancy of 35 6th Ave. studio are incorrect (see file card) 

1418 Find? 
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 In the afternoon Helen went up town to a small reunion of class mates of hers at 

Brearby1419 School. Miss Buckmaster the most important of the few that attended. 

 In the evening we went to the A.S. League where I gave another talk, this time with slides 

in color of many J.S. paintings. I accompanied with a running comment. This made the talk 

much easier on me than that of last week. H. made notes. 

 Afterward Manager Stewart Klonis took a number of his friends and others who more or 

less drifted along, to Shrafts across 57th St. Geo Pieken & his wife whom I had not seen for 

years others whose names slip my memory. We had high balls and Helen & I arrived home about 

12.30 A.M. Klonis has heard of the possibility of a John Sloan ex at the Metropolitan Mus of 

Art. 

 

March 9, 1949 Rested until late this morning, both of us. For a wonder H. slept later than usual. 

 Working on some slight improvements on the “Santa Fe Siesta” a rather larger panel 

nude on yellow couch with N. Mex. view out of a window painted last spring. 

 After our usual very good dinner by Helen, I returned to my work. Walked about 40 

minutes pacing the living room. Worked again. 

 Helen had gone up to Kraushaar’s where Chas W. K. Jr. advised us against using “one of 

my present plates in a special printing of 200 etchings for sale to the League members at 5.00 

each. I to get $200. for use of plate. H. and I think he is right and that I should make a new plate 

 
1419 Does he mean Brearley School? 
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for the purpose. I think it will interest me to see how rusty I am after 5 years inactivity in this 

medium. S. Klonis proposed this last night.1420 

 

March 10, 1949 Continued working on the double nude started last week. Might be called 

“Schizy and Phreeny”1421 since it is being painted from one model. 

 Among data in our Safe deposit box H. finds my old lease (one of them) on 806 Walnut 

St Phila top floor. 165 W. 23rd St New York. Our first lease of the present Studio Apt in the 

Chelsea in Oct 1935 the rental $150.00. I had forgotten that it was reduced to $135.00 so that our 

recent raise and 2 yr lease at 155.25 is only 5.25 more than we paid between 1935 and (1941?). 

 We both took a nap after lunch and then went up and painted until 6 oclock. I am editing 

the “Santa Fe Siesta” large nude. 

 In the evening a student of mine at the League Dan Kaldor1422 came by appointment and 

we had a pleasant evening. His reminiscences of the old classes. After showing him the studio 

and several pictures we got out etchings at his request and he bought 3 of the nudes, which seem 

very little appreciated at CWK Gallery. 

 

March 11, 1949 We painted this morning 3 hours. Miss Moody posing. Went on with the two 

nudes panel. Helen as two separate studies of same poses. 

 
1420 The etching “Wake on the Ferry” was made in Santa Fe summer 1949 

1421 Two Nudes (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1234 

1422 Unknown. 
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 After lunch I took a nap of over an hour. 

 Worked a while in the afternoon. In the evening I looked over some old sketches hoping 

to find a subject for the etching I am to make for the A.S. League. Some of these sketch notes as 

far back as 1908-13 make me regret that I have not done this sort of thing for years. My struggles 

with under painting and over glazes have filled my time.1423 

 But I cannot say that I really regret the past 20 years effort. 

 I have been quite happy in the work.  

 The Filibuster in the Senate still goes on and is delaying legislation, perhaps of 

importance. 

 

Mach 12, 1949 Helen and I took a good walk this morning altho it was rather cold windy and 

with light snow flurries. We did 6th Ave 14th St and 8th. 

 After lunch I painted in the alterations department. I might qualify as a restorer in a 

pinch. 

 
1423 We used to carry drawing books to Santa Fe. He made a few paintings from these old 
studies (circa 1930) - & sometimes looked at the city sketches with painting in mind - but the 
experience, the memory the pulse was too far back. He said he had to have truth about the 
color as a basis for painting. (Many “decorative” painters got along with a ---- schemes of color, 
not J.S.) 
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 In the evening we went to 3 Washington Sq N. and had a nice roast veal dinner with the 

Pach’s. He had invited Vincent Van Gogh nephew of the famous Dutchman1424 but we were 

spared that. Walters tales of a Connoisseur were as usual very entertaining. He has been painting, 

and showed a water-color portrait. I suggested some change. I doubt that he considers it. 

 In speaking of C. Lorraine he got out from his print cabinet a fine etching by him. Also a 

book on sketches by Poussin. 

 My Molaca cane with Bakelite head is now mended and strong again. I use it again after 

some 15 or more years. 

 

March 13, 1949 I lay in bed after my breakfast this morning reading from my old diaries of 

1907-1908. An important period of my life. The preluding urges that led to the “Independent” 

(so called) Ex of 1910 The “Eight Show” was an interlude. I was living at 154 W 23.  

 Later in the day Helen and I took a walk the day is beautiful and clear cool, somewhat 

windy. We passed 165 in the next block. Stopped in to entrance hall no familiar names on the 

letter boxes. 

 E Holger Cahill phoned this morning for some data on the Macbeth 1908 Ex.1425 hence 

our interest in the diaries. He is working on an article. 

 
1424 Vincent Willem van Gogh (1890-1973) was the son of Theo van Gogh. 
(https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en/knowledge-and-research/research-projects/biography-of-vincent-
willem-van-gogh)  

1425 This show was the original 1908 “The Eight” exhibition which ran from February 3-18, 1908. See 
Macbeth Archives of American Art finding aid, p. 6. 

https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en/knowledge-and-research/research-projects/biography-of-vincent-willem-van-gogh
https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en/knowledge-and-research/research-projects/biography-of-vincent-willem-van-gogh
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 Edgar Holger Cahill phoned today and tells us the Whitney Museum’s Lloyd Goodrich 

himself told him C. that they are thinking of giving a John Sloan retrospective Ex. since they 

have advertised giving Hopper the next and have given Kuniyoshi1426 and Max Weber1427 shows, 

its likely that this is but a rumor. Perhaps the rumor of a possible ex at the Metropolitan Museum 

causes this. 

 

March 14, 1949 We painted from Miss Moody this morning. I on the double nude. Helen on her 

small panel. We let the model go at 12.30. I went on working until Helen served a good lunch. 

 In the afternoon we walked over to the National Arts Club1428 where we saw a very 

modern ex1429 quite a strange collection to find in the gallery of that very conventional Club. 

Beulah Stevenson is a member of this visiting group Federation of American Artists another of 

my students Dorothy Lubel Fergin1430. The work is under the modern influence and many 

canvasses are evidences of the imitative tendencies. Others H. Baumbach1431 were of interest. 

Realistic were works of no consequence as is usual in current showings. The Modern Academy 

 
1426 “Yasuo Kuniyoshi Retrospective Exhibition” ran from March 27-May 9, 1948. 

1427 “Max Weber Retrospective Exhibition” ran from January 8-30, 1949. 

1428 The National Arts Club was founded in 1898. 

1429 “Exhibition by Members of the Federation of Modern Painters and Sculptors” ran from March 14-31, 
1949. See National Arts Club AAA finding aid, p. 52. 

1430 Dorothy Lubell Feigin (1904-1969) painter, etcher (https://www.artprice.com/artist/175630/dorothy-
dee-lubell-feigin)  

1431 Harold Baumbach (1903/4-2002) painter and teacher known for his “irascible” nature 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2002/01/04/arts/harold-baumbach-98-a-painter-who-explored-color-and-
space.html)  

https://www.artprice.com/artist/175630/dorothy-dee-lubell-feigin
https://www.artprice.com/artist/175630/dorothy-dee-lubell-feigin
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/01/04/arts/harold-baumbach-98-a-painter-who-explored-color-and-space.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/01/04/arts/harold-baumbach-98-a-painter-who-explored-color-and-space.html
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is supplanting the old. This is well! We walked back and after a couple of glasses of Chianti 

(American) I felt rested and ready to eat the fine dinner Helen prepared. 

 The Radio 

 The “Filibuster” in the August U.S. Senate continues! an idiotic situation. 

 A late report tells that Filibuster is over it won its point Civil Rights legislation is put off. 

 

March 15, 1949 I worked on the “Nude looking at Roof Garden” and feel that my rebuilding is 

going to be an improvement. 1432 

 Helen also is working in the morning on two or three of her panels. She goes from one to 

the other, advancing. 

 After lunch Helen went up town to Kraushaar Gallery where she made additions to her 

card index of my work from small paintings in their stock. 

 She told Antoinette of the rumors of the Metropolitan and Whitney Museum each having 

places for J.S. ex altho rumors are only rumors. None of it has reached me in any official sense. 

 I worked in the afternoon took a nap and paced the living room for 40 minutes. Helen 

saw an ex of Arnold Freidman1433’s work at Marguie Gallery. They are uneven but interesting. 

 
1432 “Nude looking at Roof Garden” circa 1936. He made great improvement in construction. It 
had had too much resistance of perspective, a rather additional “seeing around the back”. It was 
a very complicated & subtle job of redrawing & repainting, requiring skill & patience. Brought a 
study “around” to the beautify & unity of a picture. 

Nude Looking at Roof Garden (Delaware Art Museum, 2006-36) Elzea 1049 
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He was rather an eccentric studied with Henri years ago worked as Postman until retired on 

pension. 

 It may be that the new of the Filibuster in Senate was over was an error. 

 

March 16, 1949 We painted this morning Miss Moody posing very little progress as far a[s] my 

panel is concerned. Perhaps its age. I have quite a supply of that. 

 Leaving a nice lunch set out for me Helen went to the University Club to a lunch which 

her mother is giving to Florence McCormick and Mrs Abercrombie. 

 I lay down a few minutes then decided that I must take a walk. Dressed and walked down 

to 14th Street and back. Finding that I had only been 1/2 hour I went to the roof and walked in 

the sun and breeze another 1/2 hour. Well tired out I lay down and rested again then up to the 

studio and worked making a drastic attack. EH Cahill phoned for some data on an article hes 

writing anent 1913 in the Art World1434. Klonis phoned and I told him I would make an etching 

for the AS League. I have time as they wont publish the plate until fall. H home to make my 

dinner. 

 Teresa Bakos sends a couple of the Art Pages of the “new Mexican” Santa Fe. The 

wealthy Mr Ben Wolf (late of the Art Digest) is treating the old city to a lot of art stuff The 

Wolfs Lair. It is rather sad to see that the oldest city should be getting it at last. 7000 feet above 

sea level. 
 

1433 Arnold Friedman (1874-1946) Modernist painter (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/arnold-friedman-
1681)  

1434 Did this article happen? 

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/arnold-friedman-1681
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/arnold-friedman-1681
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March 17, 1949 We painted in the morning from Miss Moody. The two figure composition I am 

working on is going slowly. 

 After lunch Helen went to the stores for provisions. I lay down a while then took a walk 

1/2 hour to 14th St and another 1/2 hour on the roof. The day is gray and clear and cool. 

 In the evening (or rather about 4.30) Xavier Barel came bearing a jug of wine. We went 

up to the studio where I did some of my editing on a panel. Helen got ready a very good dinner 

and we spent a pleasant evening with talk and occasional refilling of the wine glasses. X.J.B left 

at 12.30 And so to Bed. 

 

March 18, 1949 A good steady fall of snow for several hours this morning, followed by 

sufficient cold to keep it in place gives us another perhaps last glimpse of winter. 

 I worked on the panel of nude looking at Chelsea roof garden, gradually changing the 

general flesh texture color, and I think improving it. 

 Bill Bomar came over to borrow some turpentine and I returned him three art books of 

his. He says that he may go to Santa Fe this summer. 

 

drawing 

Precious Theme for Modern Painting. 



956 
 

 

March 19, 1949 Repainting and editing again today and I feel encouraged by my efforts.  

 After lunch a photographer working for “Vogue” came to look at my studio. He wants to 

photo some spring styles therein! I agreed for Monday afternoon but hope he wont come. 

 Helen and I took a walk to 14th St 6th Ave before he came. 

 In the evening Helen had Mary Roberts and Viv Organ as guests to a very good dinner. 

The talk of the evening brought out all my objections to the Fascist slant that our government is 

taking. While I dont think Russia is going a way that suits me I dont like the billions we are 

spending on defence. I am concerned that Russia has taken a leaf out of the past proceedings of 

the Roman Church. I also believe that capitalism most give way before progressive democracy. 

Some talk of painting but I did not venture to show any of mine. Their tastes were set 40 years 

ago and they will never learn! 

 

March 20, 1949 In the morning H. and I took a walk zig zaging through the streets west and 

south of us a nice day cold and clear with traces of the late snow. 

 After lunch we painted a while and then awaited the visit of a Dr Keyser of Kaiser whom 

we had met at the League on the 8th and had invited him to call. He came and began a sort of 

questionaire[sic] to bring out my personality I suppose. He seems to have been a physician who 

has come to doing a great deal of facial surgery. I dated(?) him to operated on my mastiff jowls 

which are threatening fifteen years from now. He came to the conclusion that I have more of the 

rebel in me than most elderly persons. For this Im thankful. 
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 After he had gone I wonder how I get into these things! 

 

March 21, 1949 Worked from Miss Moody this morning the double pose. 

 Before noon Helen served a snack of milk & chocolate cake so that we would need no 

lunch. 

 At about 1 oclock Mr Monroe1435 the young photographer for Vogue came with his 

equipment and followed by two models in dainty spring dresses a lady fashion editor and 

assistant lady editor. We then started in on two hours of poses of one of the girls in one dress 

many of them have me as the artist about to paint or draw. The model gets $25 an hour of course 

I get nothing but credit for the Studio. But it was right good fun.1436 

 I had suggested that he get Bill Bomar to have a session in his studio across the hall and 

young Mr Monroe arranged with Bill to go over there across the hall for the poses of the other 

model. Bill being a Modernist, appeals to the young photog. It amazes me the way I living a 

hermits life in N.Y.C. get into this kind of thing. 

 In the evening to dine with Aline Rhonie who is living at Delmonico Apt Hotel up town. 

Roast Beef $2.45 a portion! Drinks and conversation which Aline rather dominates. I scolded her 

for not painting more than she has since the completion of her mural fresco in Airport years ago. 

She has been ill a good deal during the past year But she travels about too much. Owns a house 

 
1435 Cannot find information. 

1436 Nothing came of this photographer’s project. Sloan said “yes” to him out of kindness & was 
amused by the experience until it tired him. The “fashion” models looked so frail & artificial & 
inhuman! 
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near Sands Point And has too much money. Needs to be married but does not find any men she 

can trust. Talks of going back to live in England. 

 

March 22, 1949 Worked in the morning. 

 In the mid afternoon Helen and I walked up town to 42nd St where we went into a Movey 

Theatre and saw two French films. I had not seen a movey for years (with the exception of 

Hamlet this winter) and we both enjoyed these films. One of them1437 had works by Sartre (the 

existentialism leader). The theme of living after death with a 24 hour return to life. Right good. 

The other1438 Marlene Dietrick famous floozy whom I have never seen before, has famous legs 

which look skinny to me. The performance was quite good But I was more interested in the 

French town backgrounds in both pictures. I enjoyed the simplicity of the settings compared to 

the elaborate American backgrounds. 

 

March 23, 1949 Worked 3 hours this morning on the double nude panel. 

 A picture dealer called immediately after. His name Lupu1439 said he had met me years 

ago and that I had given him an etching! Kraushaar (called on phone by Helen say he is rather 

 
1437 Les jeux sont faits (1947) was directed by Jean Delannoy fron a screenplay by Sartre 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_jeux_sont_faits_(film))  

1438 Possibly Martin Roumagnac, which was directed by Georges Lacombe and starred Marlene Dietrich. 
It was released in the US in autumn 1948 and takes place in a small French town 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Roumagnac)  

1439 Cannot find information. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_jeux_sont_faits_(film))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Roumagnac
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dubious in business).1440 The surprise he brought was a water color rather large Girls head with 

hat signed John Sloan ‘06. It amused me not in the slightest like anything I ever made. I have 

seldom made watercolors. But there was a rather stiff imitation of my signature. He entertained 

us and admired my paintings. Enthusiastically perhaps to[sic] much so. It should be 

permissable[sic] for me to blot out a signature when forged, but I suppose it is not. Late lunch 

resulted. We both painted several hours in the afternoon & early evening. Late Dinner. 

 The Times and the Radio mention my name a sponsor of the Cultural Etc meeting. The 

Russians are arriving today. The State department through Consuls in Eng. France Italy and 

South America have refused visas to others invited. 

 This will make the Soviet Professors the whole show and upset its meeting to the state 

dept of the opponents of the meeting. 

 

March 24, 1949 Worked about 5 hours morning and afternoon. 

 In the evening we went up to the Cosmopolitan club and met Flo. McCormick. 

Surrounded by the representatives of the Class of Status Quo refinement we had two cocktails. 

Joe Pollet joined us by invitation. He looks well - dressed and better fed than he did a year ago 

when Florence bought his --- painting for $3500.00. He says he is working on a nude semi 

draped, at it for a year it should be good! One egg one basket! We had the poor dinner which 

 
1440 M Lupu hoped that we would help him sell this thing to “one of your patrons”! 
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seems to be regular fare at the club. Then to see Madwoman of Chaillot1441 an it was great fun, 

with an undercurrent of pity and the terrible end of big business and its henchmen and women 

planned by the sweet old “Countess” of the Cellar. Enjoyed it thoroughly and when Flo. asked us 

up to Gracie Square for some drink we all went and enjoyed good Bourbon whiskey highballs 

and talk. Back in a taxi along with Joe P. at about 1.30 A.M. 

 

March 25, 1949 Painted on Schizzy & Phreny nudes from Miss Moody this morning. It dont 

seem to move to a finish. 

 Lay down for a while after lunch feeling the short sleep of last night. 

 Painted again later and then readied up for visitors to dinner this evening. 

 A nice little dinner party with Cecil and Mrs Agatha Bell and Helen’s fellow teacher in 

the post at Nightingale Banford School Mrs Keyser, now the widow of the great Mathematician. 

 We stayed at table talking and later a Mr McPherson1442 who had called oh phone, came 

in joined the company. He tells me that he knew me of old, that he had lived in Paris 17 years 

returning in 1942. He is an artist and seemed to be interested in work I showed in the studio. He 

lives in Washington I think. 

 “Spike” Bell and Agatha say that they want to buy one of my paintings. He has a growing 

appreciation of my linear glaze textured pictures. 
 

1441 The Madwoman of Chaillot is a 1943 (first peformed 1945) satirical play by Jean Giraudoux 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Madwoman_of_Chaillot). It played New York from Dec 27, 1948-Jan 
07, 1950. 

1442 Probably not Earl MacPherson?  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Madwoman_of_Chaillot
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March 26, 1949 Getting up a little late on account of our to[sic] nights previous. We had 

breakfast (I in bed as is usual). We took a good walk up town to Macy’s where I left H. to shop 

walking home alone. She came later. 

 After lunch I went up to the studio and worked for a couple of hours. 

 The meeting and dinner of the Council for Peace of the Arts Sciences & Professions 

group in which I allowed my name to be used as a sponsor. The Waldorf was picketed by many 

hundred persons and the papers characterize the meeting as Soviet propaganda. If it is such I 

believe to be the result of the refusal of the State Dept to grant most of the foreign guests visas to 

attend. 

 Of course I know that if there is a moderate number of Communists on a Committee they 

are likely to work harder than any others and will thereby dominate. I dont like the Soviet 

system, would hate to live under it. But I do think that free speech should be preserved so that we 

could have backing of our complaint against the “Iron Curtain” in Russia. I fear that there are 

many powerful forces toward War in U.S.A who make enormous profits thereby. I hope for 

socialism and want no communism of the Russia sort.1443 (The New Leader1444 editorial clipping 

in diary) 

 

 
1443 Sloan had great respect for the New Leader. Thoughtful reading of this publication tempered 
a certain impulsive attitude he had - to assume that the other guy was right if the barrage of 
criticism was against him. A left over “Irishism” that made him root for the visiting team in sports. 

1444 The New Leader was published in print from 1924-2006. It held socialist and anti-communist 
viewpoints (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_Leader)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_Leader
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March 27, 1949 The Sunday papers Times & Herald Trib have a great deal on the WCASP 

Peace Council and while the Waldorf is still picketed the general reports on the speakers seem to 

be fairly reported. There were several criticizing the USSR and with most of them I agree. It 

maybe that some good may result. 

 In the afternoon I worked a while before Dr Chas Farr and Helens mother brought 

William H. Briggs1445 and his wife to tea. He has been with Harper’s publishers for many years. 

His wife a very nice woman paints (usually amusing birds) and very well. We took them up to 

the studio and I showed some pictures and then a number of Helen’s. These made a great hit with 

our visitors and I felt quite proud of the effect on them.1446 

 My own were not quite so impressive and I dont know but they were right. We had 

sherry, tea and a very good cake made by H. this morning. We enjoyed their company. No 

references were made to political matters. 

 

March 28, 1949 Miss Moody posed for us this morning I working again on the double nude. 

 An invitation sent by Boston Museum to send a print to a collection of American work to 

be shown in Paris. 

 Worked again in the afternoon. 

 
1445 William Harlowe Briggs (1876-1952) playwright and editor at Harper & Brothers 
(https://findingaids.princeton.edu/collections/C0729)  

1446 It was natural for my family to be more interested in my work. These were city pictures 
subways etc. which I was working over for an exhibition. The subjects appealed to our visitors - 
more than Sloan’s, which were figures & portraits. 

https://findingaids.princeton.edu/collections/C0729
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 In the late afternoon we went up to a birthday party for Wm McNulty. There were quite 

many friends of his Klonis & wife, Mr. Morse of A.S.L. press dept who wrote an account of my 

talk at the League. Highballs & cocktails were served. We left with Klonis and Mrs. to dinner at 

Schrafts and then across the street to the A.S. League where we attended a meeting of the Artists 

Equity. A long meeting preceded by proposals of two Hospital & Health Ins. Cooperatives. 

Reports of Committees election of members of another Committee. I could not feel that anything 

worth while was done. Proposed an Annual Ex of works of N.Y. Chapter members whether they 

had connection with dealers or not. They dont think members with dealers should be included.1447 

With Klonises and J. Pollet to Schrafts for a while and then home by subway. 

 

March 29, 1949 Worked the usual hours this morning from Miss Moody. We have asked her to 

bring her husband to call tomorrow evening. 

 After lunch at home, by Helen, she went up town to get a proof of “Nude & Bowl of 

Fruit” for the French exhibit. We went next door to the Park Burnet Auction Galleries where we 

saw “Red Lane”1448 an old Gloucester painting of mine which *had been acquired of Cronin & 

Lownds who had it on consignment some years ago. Closed their business. Sold it for a small 

sum (my price was $900.00). I never got a cent. The other painting they had was Desert Rose1449 

which is in the hands of a dentist in town by the same “larceny by bailer(?sp)” process. Inquired 

 
1447 It was very obvious that Sloan was not “on the agenda”. He disapproved of their plans to 
exhibit non-dealer artists - said it cast a stigma on their work. (Later, they did use the idea of a 
large exhibition.) 

1448 The Red Lane (private collection) Elzea 567 

1449 Desert Rose (location unknown) Elzea 705 
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of the office the name of the consignee for auction. They said they would phone me tomorrow 

morning. Strange that a picture acquired by larceny can not be recovered by its maker. (H. 

Weinberger decided that was the law). 

 After walking up Fifth Ave H. delivered the print to the French Embassy. And met me at 

the *Frick Mansion1450 where for the first time I saw the great Rembrandts1451, Titians1452, 

Gainsborough Park scene1453 and “Miss Iness”1454. A wonderful collection of sculpture bronzes 

all shown in a home of magnificence. 

 To Chinese Restaurant for a good dinner.  

 Cecil (Spike) Bell phoned in the evening saying that he had decided to buy my little panel 

“Card hand”1455 at the price $300.00 which we quoted them. 

 

March 30, 1949 Painted on the double nude this morning. Miss Lateaux phoned. Helen engaged 

her to pose next month. 

 
1450 Henry Clay Frick (1849-1919) industrialist, steel and railroads magnate 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Clay_Frick). The Frick Collection, located in his former mansion, 
opened to the public in 1935 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frick_Collection)  

1451 The Frick owns Rembrandt’s Portrait of a Young Artist (1650s), The Polish Rider (c. 1655), Self-
Portrait (1658), and Nicolaes Ruts (1631), as well as several prints and drawings. 

1452 The Frick owns Titian’s Portrait of Pietro Aretino (c. 1537) and Portrait of a Man in a Red Cap (c. 
1510). 

1453 Probably The Mall in St. James’s Park (c. 1783) 

1454 Thomas Gainsborough, Sarah, Lady Inness (c. 1757) 

1455 Card Hand (private collection) Elzea 1137 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Clay_Frick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frick_Collection
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 After lunch we had a visit from Yolande Van Resemas lively as ever and leaving for her 

Florida home tomorrow. She says she has had a very lively winter failing however to meet any 

suitable husband! 

 C. Bell came in to get his little panel “Card hand” which he is happy to have. 

 Riley1456 illustrator and teacher at the Art Students League called to ask me to pose for a 

moving picture color film. He is making a series of contemporary painters sculptors etchers and 

illustrators at work. I agreed to function next month.1457 

 After dinner Mr & Mrs Jim Sterling1458 came by appointment. (Mrs S. is our model Miss 

Moody). They both showed great appreciation of the many pictures we got out for them. He 

earns his living as draftsman for architect. Paints in his spare time and has worked some 20 years 

at painting. 

 

March 31, 1949 I signed yesterday an agreement for the Auction house to sell the “Red Lane” 

this evening.1459 

 
1456 Frank J. Reilly (1906-1967) painter, muralist, instructor at the League, Pratt Institute, etc 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_J._Reilly)  

1457 The movie project did not go through. It seemed a great effort, a week of work, no assurances of 
professional production, direction etc. (We “postponed” the idea for the fall.) 

1458 Unknown. 

1459 “The Red Lane” $375.00; about 1979 at SPB about 17,500 (or 13,500?) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_J._Reilly


966 
 

 Ed. Holger Cahill called in morning making inquiries for an article for Mag. of Art in 

regard to the Macbeth Ex of 1908. He called again in the evening in re Yeats at Petitpas. I told 

him of Nick Yost who calls himself a brother of the P. girls. 

 We painted from Mrs Sterling (Moody) for the last of the series of sittings. 

 In the evening H. went up to Kraushaars to go to supper with Antoinette and they will 

together attend the Parke Bernet Auction. 

 *Returning at 10.30 she tells me that the “Red Lane” brought $375.00 which was good 

for the evening. As the prices went and in Miss K’s opinion this was high enough, So we did not 

need to bid higher. 

 

April 1, 1949 I painted on a group of two girls one dressed at the left a nude on the right started 

some 3 years ago never completed. Might be called “Questionnaire” or “Novice”. 

 Helen went to the Whitney Museum to get some date[sic] for her cards on pictures and 

help them on the evening memorial Ex for Mrs Force. 

 Bill Bomar came in during the afternoon. I loaned him an interesting book of Erotic 

Carecature by E. Fuchs which I have owned for nearly 45 years. It should be a healthy thing for 

him immersed in Modern Symbolism as he is. 

 Ira & Anna came to dinner with us in the evening and we enjoyed his business 

experiences. Annas seri-graphs are going very well and his book of Indian lithographs is to come 

out this fall according to Dutton & Co. Their (Ira’s news of Santa Fe entertained us. Ben Wolf as 

an art critic is worrying some of them. 
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April 2, 1949 In the morning H. and I took a good walk as far as J. Mayers artists supply store at 

Union Square where we laid in a supply of quill brushes and some 2 lbs of Titaneum oxide. 

 After lunch Bells phoned and asked us to come over to Staten Island and spend the 

afternoon and evening. We went down to the ferry and enjoyed the long trip across the harbor. 

The gulls following the wake of the ferry were beautiful to watch keeping up with the boat 

without any effort against a head wind. 

 Bells met us at the ferry in their car and took us for a very enjoyable drive about the 

island. We saw the Card Hand painting hung in their living room presented them with a small 

etching “Girl in Kimona”. 

 Agatha served a very good dinner. The window East in the dining room looks out over 

the narrows of the harbor. 

 Afterward a Mr Robinson1460 a teacher of art in Lutheran College S.I1461. called. We 

looked at several of Cecil (“Spikes”) paintings. Many of them very good, ferry boat people, tugs, 

vessels city incidents, bridges etc. It is regrettable that the current fashion seems to make it very 

difficult for their type of pictures. Kraushaar carries some of the work. Asked to spend the night. 

We accepted. 

 

 
1460 Unknown. 

1461 ??? 
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April 3, 1949 Slept very well in a curious little bedroom under the attic sloping walls a pair of 

beds very cozy & nice. 

 A good breakfast (altho much more than we care for regularly) ham & eggs & toast. We 

took a walk for an hour about the neighborhood. Spike dragged along by their young strong 

eager red Irish setter “Rusty, who enjoyed the smells almost more than we did the land & water 

scenes. 

 A light lunch when we got back and we looked at some Hogarth engravings. Talked and 

rested until about 3.30 when they drove us down to the ferry. Again the pleasant 1/2 hour trip 

across to South ferry N.Y.C. Home again to the Chelsea. A pleasant twenty four hours. 

sketch of 2 eyeballs 

Agreement 

Seeing Eye to Eye 

Wonderful theme for a modern painter! 

 

April 4, 1949 Tickets to Santa Fe 

 This morning after Helen went down to the Whitney museum to get tickets for our trip to 

Santa Fe I got to work on the dressed girl and the model working on the latter. 

 H. came home and got me a nice lunch. Bill Bomar returned the Fuchs book at my 

suggestion borrowing the vacuum cleaner he has a long haired rug. 
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 After lunch H. went again this time to the Whitney Museum and afterward I went up and 

worked in the studio until she came home and prepared a couple of cocktails.  

 Today the Pact of anti Russian Atlantic nations1462 I suppose that this means war at any 

rate it will mean the expenditure of some 13 Billion Dollars on Armament. 

 A letter from Ann Reed in Santa Fe tells us that Joe is feeling much better. 

 Miss Moody when we recommended to Aline Rhonie as a good model and who Aline 

engaged to pose this week phones that Miss R. has called the engagement off without paying for 

the contracted time. This is a pretty dirty trick and certainly unprofessional. But Aline is 

undependable. 

 

April 5, 1949 Worked morning and afternoon on my two double model panels. Two nudes the 

newest and the older unfinished panel which might be called “Novice”. 1463 

 Helen worked on her panels in the afternoon and on the N.Y. State Income tax return in 

the evening. 

 

 
1462 NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) was established April 4, 1949 by the United States, Great 
Britain, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Iceland, Canada, and 
Portugal to combat the USSR (http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/nato-established)  

1463 This picture, finally called “Conversation,” I had posed for with Gladys Eilo. He worked on it now & 
then for a number of years, in the same way that “Cierce” [sic], “Venus & Faun” etc. were attacked again 
& again. While beautiful in color, it is not as remarkable as some of the others - he was working on it 
again spring 1951 & had not felt content with it. 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/nato-established
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April 6, 1949 Worked morning and afternoon today. Helen went down to see Sunami the 

photographer (once a student of mine) in regard to making some photos of our paintings. 

 After lunch she went up town to see about some small frames stopped in at Kraushaar’s. 

Reports a very capable lot of paintings on ex1464. by John Koch1465 extremely skillful, which we 

are not I fear. 

 Which reminds me that I greatly dread the task of posing & painting for Mr. Riley and 

am thinking of putting it off. Time is growing short for our leaving for Santa Fe. 

 The power of the Modern Museum in Art Matters in the U.S. is an evil thing. In fact all 

power over others is bad. 

 

April 7, 1949 Painted morning and afternoon.  

 Tickets for Santa Fe arrived by mail. 

 A letter from Miss Jones of Santa Fe Museum asks if I can prepare a retrospective ex for 

this year. As Mr R. Fisher told Joe Bakos a few weeks ago that there would not be such an ex. 

her inquiry is superfluous.1466 

 We entertained the Harry Neely’s for dinner, a very good chicken with hominy etc. He is 

still talking at the Hayden Planetarium and still likes it. 

 
1464 Kraushaar records are incomplete and do not list this show. 

1465 John Koch (1909-1978) realist painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Koch)  

1466 We were not in favor of a large exhibition in the Santa Fe Museum. Pictures & sculptures were often 
damaged, there being no supervision by a uniformed guard, & inadequate help of any sort.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Koch
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 Miss Ruth Martin phoned thinking to come and select a painting but when told that we 

had guests, she postponed her visit. 

 I signed as a sponsor for another Peace Conference in Paris1467 for this month hoping that 

it may be better received than the one just held here. I suppose we sponsors will be called liberal 

dupes of the Commies but a little talk about peace in the midst of War preparation will hardly do 

any harm. 

 Note: Next day I destroyed this agreement after thinking it over.1468 

 

April 8, 1949 Working in the morning on both of the panels “Schiz o phrenia” and “Novice”. 

Put in a tapestry back of Screen in “Schiz” and improved the novice a good deal. 

 After lunch and a short rest I took a walk about 30 blocks. 

 In the evening Helen had asked Henrietta Buckmaster1469 writer and classmate of H. also 

her mother Mrs Henkel (Henckle) and Miss Dorothy “Kingsland” (Perkins). Henrietta is a white 

beautiful girl but is crippled by “polio” in both legs. She has done a great deal for the cause of 

 
1467The World Congress of Partisans for Peace in Paris took place April 20, 1949. The World Peace 
Council was an anti-nuclear, anti-imperialist organization with ties to the USSR-led Cominform 
movement; the Partisans for Peace conference was related to the Waldorf conference in March 1949. 
(https://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/mp/9460447.0006.201/--shostakovich-and-the-peace-
conference?rgn=main;view=fulltext) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Peace_Council#Paris_and_Prague_1949)  

1468 See notes in my diary about the Paris Peace Conference etc. We had a thorough discussion about 
lending name too readily without knowing more about the organizations. 

1469 Henrietta Buckmaster (1909-1983) writer, novelist, and civil rights activist 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1983/04/27/obituaries/henrietta-buckmaster-74-was-a-novelist-and-editor.html)  

https://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/mp/9460447.0006.201/--shostakovich-and-the-peace-conference?rgn=main;view=fulltext
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/mp/9460447.0006.201/--shostakovich-and-the-peace-conference?rgn=main;view=fulltext
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Peace_Council#Paris_and_Prague_1949
http://www.nytimes.com/1983/04/27/obituaries/henrietta-buckmaster-74-was-a-novelist-and-editor.html
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the American negro. As Mrs B. was unable to come up the stairs to the studio I took Miss K. and 

Mrs H. up to see some of my pictures. They were both duly appreciative. A pleasant evening. 

After Miss Buckmaster and her mother left we asked Dorothea to stop till later. She interested us 

by reading some excerpts from letters of J.B. Yeats to John Quinn his lawyer & art collector 

friend. 

 Raymond & Raymond ask Kraushaar for permit to make for U.S. Army a color slide of 

“City from Greenwich”1470 agreeing in writing to use it for no other purpose. 

 

April 9, 1949 Painted on the “Santa Fe Plaza” panel repainted the sky and got at the trees and 

then it will be improved & strengthened. 

 After lunch painted again taking up the portrait of Mrs. Zabriski for editing. 

 Later we, H. and I, took a walk out 23rd St to Madison Square sat there enjoyed the clear 

fresh day, then walked down to 14th St. 

 We had tea when we returned to the Chelsea and later I went up to work until supper 

time. 

 A letter from Prof. Ortega editor of the Univ of N. Mex Quarterly saying that he will 

shortly send me proofs marked suggesting subjects for sketches by me and after all the delay 

they must be done before we go to Santa Fe. 

 
1470 The City from Greenwich Village (National Gallery of Art) Elzea 677 



973 
 

 A letter from Teresa B. says that our West tank is overflowing good news for our water 

supply this summer. She also says that there has been considerable criticism of Mr Rand on his 

subsidizing a Museum in Albuquerque for the work of Raymond Johnson a local abstractionist. 

His work is of no interest to me. 

 

April 10, 1949 We walked down 7th Ave to 15th St and back on 8th first thing this morning. A 

beautiful day not a cloud in the sky and very clear of smoke, ----. 

 Back at the Chelsea we both painted. I on the portrait of Miss Z. though it will hardly be 

a likeness. 

 After lunch I lay down for an 1/2 hour and then up to the studio where I painted all 

afternoon. H. also at work. 

 After supper we talked and heard the radio, then early to bed. 

 If I went in for sculpturing I think I would form a clay model of the general emotional 

solid form and then by applying strips and scratches Draw on the mass first made. This seems to 

me in line with some old very old specimens I have seen in repro in Metroplitans monthly 

magazine. 

 

April 11, 1949 My struggle with the portrait panel from which all likeness has left forever. My 

top glazes are not satisfactory but tomorrow is another day. 
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 In the afternoon about 4.30 we went by subway to Washington Sq. and walked over to 

No. 3 North and up long flights (why that name?) of stairs to Joe Pollets studio. Joe showed us 

an old and very able large canvas with 2 jars of flowers and many other items on a mahogany 

table I gave him some suggestions in re a white drape off the table. He next showed a large 

canvas of an over luscious model with a gauzy waist panties and not much. Joe P. himself is in 

another brightly lit room in the background. I had several criticisms which he seemed to 

welcome. 

 We next saw several examples of his summer work of last year. We liked many of these 

and again I made suggestions. Helen also. 

 Next after some sherry Joe prepared a delicious beef steak rare, and wonderful French 

fried potatoes. Wine in plenty with this and afterward. Much talk of his misunderstanding with F. 

McC. Helen gave some good advice. A very nice evening. We enjoyed it. Left at about twelve 

taking a landscape he gave us. Settlement of a loan we made him a year or more ago. 

 

April 12, 1949 Another day of steady effort on the portrait panel and I think that I have it going 

well. Rubbed all the glazings made yesterday onto the general surface of the underpainting into 

the -- with wipings off. Then with tempera white thin and neutral green mildly darker went over 

the face & neck in a sort of dabby touch on the sticky surface. This took several patient hours but 

I feel hopeful if I can get a good set of glazes upon it later. 
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 *A letter from a professor E. Schaub1471 Koch living in Geneva Switzerland asks me to 

send him photos of some of my important pictures for his use in writing an article1472 on my 

work. I dont see how he could do a good job without seeing originals! 

 

April 13, 1949 Working on the portrait again today before and after lunch. 

 About 3 oclock Ruth Martin with her “boss” Mr Glover came in with the purpose of 

selecting a picture of mine for her little collection she already has about 3 of mine. Helen and I 

got out several landscapes. Gloucester and Santa Fe. It was a tiresome thing for me altho H. did 

all the dragging out and showing. For one reason she proposes to pay by instalments[sic] $25 or 

more a month and I dont feel that she should make the sacrifice. After some two or more hours 

the decision went to Swensons Truck Farm”1473 16x20 Gloucester and another “Wild Green and 

Rocks”1474, Gloucester. H. proposed presenting her with a small 1908 landscape “Chickenyard by 

a Road”1475 a strong deep colored sketch the price to be $800.00 at the above rate of payment. I 

do hope she will enjoy the pictures and not find the payment too much of a strain on her income. 

 

 
1471 Emile Schaub-Koch (1891-?) art critic, known for writing on the Ameican sculptor Anna Hyatt 
Huntington (1876–1973) (https://library.syr.edu/digital/guides/s/schaub-koch_e.htm)  

1472 Cannot find a record of this article, so unknown if it was written. 

1473 Swenson’s Truck Patch (location unknown) Elzea 574 

1474 Wild Green and Rocks (Salander O’Reilly Gallery) Elzea 308 

1475 Could this be Chickens, IV (private collection) Elzea 90? 

https://library.syr.edu/digital/guides/s/schaub-koch_e.htm
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April 14, 1949 Working on the portrait again today also on the “Novice” panel (with two 

figures). 

 Ira Moskowitz came in and had lunch with us. He is returning to Santa Fe next Sunday, 

by car of course, and says that he hopes to come back in September to spend the winter here. 

 In the evening Walter & Magda Pach were guests at dinner and afterward Walter showed 

us a wonderful portfolio of repros of drawings by Nicholas Poussin a great experience, A great 

master! 

 Walter liked my double nude “Schizzy and Phrenzi” very much. It pleases me to gain his 

approval. 

 

April 15, 1949 Expecting Sorchi Sunami1476 photographer and former student of mine at the AS 

League. I did some quick editing some of which not being efficient kept the picture from being 

photographed. He arrived after lunch and was busy until nearly 5 PM. taking about 14 photos, 

some of them Helen’s. 

 X.J. Barile came in about 4 oclock with his usual offering of a bottle of wine. We talked 

with him leaving Sunami to go on with his work which he does with great care. He tells us that 

Toshi Schinizu1477 Japanese artist who studied with me acted as war artist for his country and 

died leaving a wife a 2 daughters his son was killed in battle. Infantile idocy[sic], war!  

 
1476 Soichi Sunami (1885-1971) photographer known for his portraits of Agnes de Mille, Martha Graham, 
and Ruth St Denis (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soichi_Sunami)  

1477 Toshi Shimizu (1887-1945), landscape painter (http://www.artnet.com/artists/toshi-shimizu/)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soichi_Sunami
http://www.artnet.com/artists/toshi-shimizu/
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 Yesterday and today quite warm but the mid-west and plains are having heavy snow! 

 

April 16, 1949 We walked down to Greenwich Ave this morning to look in to the matter of a 

postcard I had from Irene Brownstone who has a small antique jewelry shop and which tells me 

that she “found a necklace inside an envelope” with my name on it. We found that she did not 

open shop until 2 oclock and started to turn toward home. But I was pleased and surprised to 

meet John Dobrowsky Graham1478 once a student of mine who has since done work in 

ultramodern abstract painting, sold some to Phillips of Memor. Gallery Washington. He has had 

some years in Paris & Italy. I have seen a pamphlet on Art, and recently a short article in 

repudiation of Picasso. He showed some of his new work which is carefully planned, studied in 

outline and simply colored with, he says, much over working, changing a admirer of the early 

Italians but no imitations as far as I can tell. Serving us maté tea and talking very intellectually. 

He is a thinker. Tells me that I should go to Italy or Paris that life here is not real all sham. 

Perhaps he’s right. He spoke of a divorce, he was married when I saw him last, some years ago. 

 H. and I walked home and she prepared lunch after which I worked for some hours. 

 

April 17, 1949 We went for a walk through the quiet streets with very few autos parked by the 

curbs which ruin the appearance of all the streets during week days, except for abstract painters. I 

painted on my editorial revisions. 

 
1478 John D. Graham (born Ivan Gratianovitch Dombrowsky, 1886-1961) Ukranian-American Modernist 
painter, became a US citizen in 1927 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_D._Graham)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_D._Graham
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April 18, 1949 We had Miss Lateaux posing for us this afternoon and to work from her again 

was good for sore eyes. I made a drawing. H. made several. I was interrupted by a call from the 

“New Yorker. At last Mr R. Coates has turned in his article “Profile” on me and a Mr Dougherty 

called to check on some of Coates’s facts. This held me on the phone for an eternity. I found 

many errors of fact in his reading and finally he said he would send me the printed galleys. 

Coates interviewed me two years ago after having been told to write this thing some seven years 

past. No wonder he is wrong in some important details. 

 Reading the galley proofs of 4 articles from Dr Ortega N.M. Quarterly looks like a 

difficult job for one so long out of illustrating habits. No sizes or lay out received as yet. 

 The article I am to write about Mr Force1479 hangs over me. H. is getting facts together to 

help me. 

 

April 19, 1949 This morning I worked in the repaint department. 

 In the afternoon H. went up to see her doctor and stopped in to see her mother. She 

fetched back two of my paintings “Miscatchionary”1480 and “Nude and Portfolio”1481 which she 

purchased from me about 1930. They look well to me perhaps too strong in light & dark.1482 

 
1479 Find info about this article 

1480 Miscationary (private collection) Elzea 921 

1481 Nude and Portfolio Case (Delaware Art Museum, 1993-94) Elzea 890 
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 The galleys of Coates’s article came by mail and we looked over them. No mention of the 

28 years I worked on this Independent Ex! Other errors. 

 

April 20, 1949 This morning Mr Dougherty of the editorial staff of the New Yorker called and 

we went over the galleys of Coates article making corrections of dates and suggesting certain 

slight changes & introduction of my connection with Soc of Independent artists.1483 

 After lunch H. went out on errands not wanting to work and I drew from Miss Lateaux, 

not very well. 

 Interrupted by phone saying that “New Yorker” would send Reg. Marsh to make a 

portrait sketch for the “Profile” article. Coates on phone said he would get our suggestions from 

Dougherty. 

 Reg. came at 5 oclock and with great facility made several small sketches of my head, not 

satisfied with them. Helen invited him to come with his wife to dinner tomorrow. Pearl Minor 

called needs a job as secretary or French teacher. John Graham (Dobrowski) came to dine and 

 
1482 Sloan was keen to lighten the shadows in these two pictures but I persuaded him to leave them alone, 
that the unity would be disturbed. 

 I had bought “Micationary” when I was 19, my first purchase, the other later. He 
sometimes jokingly said he married me to get the pictures back. (I had 7 & a lot of prints & 
drawings - bought during my working days - for moderate sums, but earned.) 

1483 The editor said he could not to any thing about omissions, but he did finally persuade Coates 
to write of the Independents. Nothing could persuade him, however, to change his opinion that 
Sloan had pale light blue eyes! (Mr. Dougherty said “Profile” writers were careless of details, 
knowing the check-up profile corrected them). Sloan never forgave Coates for this & berated 
him publicly at Randall Davey’s until Coates pled “let me get out of here!” 
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we had a very stimulating evening. He talks well on astrology religion and art, is very well read 

indeed and gives out to rather takes from you. 

 H. saw Klonis at the A.S. League and gave him the new that Mrs Wickey is to be sent to 

a sanitarium. K. is going to see that Harry Wickey is paid at once for purchase of a sculpture of 

his. Marsh says Wickey is to get an award from Institute A & L. 

 

April 21, 1949 Painting some on the two nudes panel in the morning. 

 After lunch Helen and I drew for 3 hours from Miss Lateaux for the last session this 

season. She told us that she has posed for Aline Rhonie this morning and is glad that it was her 

last posing for her noticed her extraordinary self centered attitude. 

 

April 22, 1949 Worked on the redhead portrait[Reba] again. After making us a good lunch 

Helen went up town to attend some reunion of allumni[sic] of Brearly School. I went on with my 

work in the afternoon and then lay down for an hour. H. returned at about 6 oclock and at 7 she 

had a good dinner ready for Reginald Marsh and his wife Felicia. We talked at & after dinner 

and later went up stairs and I showed some of my paintings. Also H. got out some of hers. Mrs. 

M. seems rather quiet or reserved and does not look very well. H. says she has seen good 

pictures that Felicia has made. Marsh made about 20 pen drawings from my head but is not yet 

satisfied. I told him to phone and I’d sit again. His things are fluent but I feel that is the trouble. 
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 Galley proofs from Dr Oretga arrived and I now have an idea what size my drawings for 

the N.M. Quarterly should be. Helen is an “Aunty” (Brud) Hollon Farr and Anne are papa & 

mama of a boy!* 

 

April 23, 1949 Saturday without anything that I remember excepting that we hear that “New 

Yorker”s Mr Dougherty1484 is editing that “Profile” of Geo. Coates, and will make some 

important additions. 

 

April 24, 1949 We worked until a late dinner at which Dr Charles Farr and Helen his wife 

appear as Grandpa & Grandma for the first time. The baby boy is to be named Charles. Young 

Dr Farr and Anne & son are to move to an apartment in the new Stuyvesant buildings over by the 

East River. 

 

April 25, 1949 Working on redhead this morning and again in afternoon. Many underpainting 

changes. [Reba] 

 At four oclock I arrived at the dentists office and he Xrayed my few remaining 

equipment. Helen stopped there for me and we went to 57th St where one of the galleries has a 

showing of transparent colored photos of the Masterpieces of the Prado1485. 

 
1484 Unknown. 

1485 What is this? 
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 For study of details of technique they are useful but the origin of the light being in the 

blaring out from them, falsifies the ensemble. 

 H. and I had a cup of tea & glass of yoghurt walked in the Park Zoo for a while and then 

she took a bus and I went to 62nd Knickerbocker Club where after cocktails the Institute bunch 

had dinner and afterward discussed candidates. I antagonized the name of Peter Blume1486. A 

new member architect1487 looks so much like Will Glackens, with better health, that I felt an 

automatic liking for him. Louis Kronberg1488 poet who I have met in the past also new member. 

Liked meeting Malcolm Cowley1489, Glen--- Westcott1490 intelligently alert reported on 

U.N.E.S.C.O where he seeks international Copyright. 

 

April 26, 1949 Helen is selecting some of her panels for sending out to California where she has 

been offered an exhibition. We consulted together in the choice and I hope that they will have 

some success altho’ I do not believe in ---- the public to[sic] early. 

 After lunch H. sent upstairs to work and I took a nap. 

 
1486 Peter Blume (1906-1992) painter and sculptor whose works contained elements of folk art and 
surrealism (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Blume)  

1487 Unknown. 

1488 Louis Kronberg (1872-1965) figure painter, art dealer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Kronberg)  

1489 Malcolm Cowley (1898-1989) poet, novelist, journalist, critic 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_Cowley)  

1490 Glenway Westcott (1901-1987) novelist, poet, American expatriate in Paris in the 1920s 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glenway_Wescott). He was a member of the UNESCO commission in 
1948 (Ira Johnson, Glenway Westcott: The Paradox of Voice, p. 19) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Blume
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Kronberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_Cowley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glenway_Wescott
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 Later we walked down as far as 14th Street. The people are more interesting. Six oclock 

is now five by the sun time. The working day is over and there is a look of relaxation in the 

people we see. 

 

April 27, 1949 Worked several hours morning and afternoon and without any worth while 

results. 

 In the evening we went up to the Town Hall Club where we and the W. Pach’s were 

guests for dinner with Regina Farrelly and her sister Aline. We had a nice dinner and afterward 

sat in the large lounge room and talked arriving home by or before 11 oclock. 

 Helen and her mother with one of the brothers of Joseph Stella went to pick out a couple 

of his paintings. These are presented by the brothers as memorials in token of their thanks for the 

many years of professional service given before J. Stellas death by Dr Charles E. Farr. 

 

April 28, 1949 At lunch today we entertained Mr Dougherty of “The New Yorker” staff. Helen 

prepared a very choice meal and we talked over the Profile J.S. which has been more or less 

repaired and amended. Mr D. is very nice young man and while not in an authoritative position 

at “N.Yker” has done pretty well in repairing Mr. Coates bungling. Next Thursday will tell when 

the “N.Yorker” comes out. 

 Did another cementing job on my English Cane which fell on the floor last evening. 



984 
 

 A nice note today from E Gertrude Smith (“Woe”)1491 today. 

 Helen is cutting out some new dresses in the evening. 

 

April 29, 1949 Struggling on the redhead portrait from some hours today. 

 In the afternoon Miss Helen Gentry who is in charge of the make up & typography on the 

N.M.Quarterly for Joaquin Ortega editor. We had a talk over the drawings I am to make for the 

decoration of the next number. She has had much experience in printing under her own name and 

for publishers. I understand what I am to do now and hope to get at the drawings soon. 

 Later H. and I took a walk down to 15th St back by 8th Ave. She bought some very nice 

looking shrimps. In the evening she was busy at her typewriter. 

 

April 30, 1949 We went out today to take a look at the May day parade which is passing on 8th 

Avenue and is made up this year by more radical unions. The conservative group are parading on 

Fifth Avenue in a parade organized by the Vets of Foreign Wars and called the “Loyalty parade”.  

 There were in the 8th Ave turnout a good group of Ladies Garment Workers and 

communist sympathizers. Many young men and girls with banners chanting in unison and full of 

the marching spirit. 

 
1491 Gertrude Smith Drick (dates unknown), nicknamed “Woe,” was one of the co-conspirators to turn 
Washington Sequare Park into an independent territory in 1917. Sloan painted her (Getrude S. Drick, 
“Woe,” location unknown, Elzea 535) and included her in an etching 
(https://metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/367902)  

https://metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/367902
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May 1, 1949 I was working on the woodcut style scratch board drawings for Dr. Ortega during 

the day. Helen working on her pictures for the California one man show1492. 

 In the evening Florence McCormick came to dine with us. She has had a medical check 

up and is worried a little by the finding or apparent existance[sic] of some intestinal troubles. She 

is going to have another check by other physicians. 

 After dinner we went up to the studio and showed her Helens collection and we were 

much pleased to hear her eager approval of H’s color and subject matter. We feel that she has a 

real sense of good painting, and H. is I think much encouraged. I myself am quite sure that 

theyre very important. Nothing of this quality is being done. 

 As to my later work Flo. is a little uncertain. Has to see more and think more. My 

problems are great and I have not too much confidence. 

 

May 2, 1949 Working on scratch board drawings in morning. 

 I went to the dentist and he removed an old “wisdom” tooth which showed a bad 

condition of the root. 

 Helen met me there and we went to the Carré Galery[sic]1493 and saw exhibits of the work 

of W. Pach’s french friend Jacques Villon1494. His first showing in New York. I feel his color is 

 
1492 Dates/info? 

1493 Louis Carré Gallery. Louis Carré (1897-1977) was a French gallerist known for showing French 
modernist art. (https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Carr%C3%A9_(galeriste))  

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Carr%C3%A9_(galeriste))
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sometimes like sequences and chords from a color chart held in unity of a kind by geometric 

cubistic linear graphics. 

 A self portrait1495 seems like a very academic drawing with uncertain prismatic 

coloration. 

 We had lunch at a little French Dining room on 56th St. which we liked as a gay 

comfortable little place. Nice dark haired waitresses “Chez Georges” the name. Lunch moderate 

in price. 

 Next our outing took us to the Modern Museum which I feel is working toward 

totalitarian domination by its comissars[sic] of a minority deciding what is art and what not. 

 An ex. of G. Braque’s works1496. His middle period with dignified composition sanded for 

texture contact interested in most. But he has a quality of dignity. 

 In the evening I worked a couple of hours on self portrait on scratch board. 

 Ruth Martin with her “boss” called this evening and she took away the 3 pictures left 

here. She now owes for 4. Helen tells me that she paid $65.00 one small S.F. landscape in the 4 

is Helens. 

1497 

 
1494 Jacques Villon (Gaston Duchamp) (1875-1973) French painter, printmaker, brother of Marcel 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Villon)  

1495 Possibly Self Portrait (1923), Metropolitan Museum of Art 

1496 “Georges Braque” ran from March 29-June 19, 1949 
(https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/1963?locale=en)  

1497 what a day’s work, etc.! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Villon
https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/1963?locale=en
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May 3, 1949 Working on the scratch board designs this morning. 

 Helen went to have lunch with Miss Henrietta Buckmaster and her mother leaving me a 

lunch very tasty. I went at 3 oclock to my dentist who made two small fillings on my few 

remaining ivories. 

 I returned home before H. and got to work again until about 7 PM. 

 Decline to sign a call for a New York Civil Rights Congress1498 largely on the grounds 

that they make no reference to a crippled veteran Socialist fired on account of his political 

views1499. 

 H. arranged on the Berkley Ex to collect and pack her ex. for Santa Barbara and my 

sketch portrait of Miss Force for Whitney Mus. 

 

May 4, 1949 Working on the scratch board cuts for the N.M.Quarterly all day. 

 In the evening Antoinette Kraushar[sic] came to look at Helens ex. pictures and have 

dinner with us. We had a good time with her. She seemed to like Helens work but of course she 

has a mental background on the subject of paintings which interface with direct statements of 

opinion. In this way she is like Walter Pach altho the background is different. 

 
1498 The Civil Rights Congress was a civil rights organization that existed from 1946-56 and had 60 
chapters at its peak in 1950 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Rights_Congress)   

1499 What is this??? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Rights_Congress
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 She was pleased with several of my recent charcoal drawings and wants them at the 

Gallery. 

 Flo. McCormick phones that a new check up by different physicians say that she has no 

dangerous symptoms. She is making a quick trip to Santa Fe taking Billys baby with her. 

 

May 5, 1949 Working on the Quarterly drawings all day. 

 Late in the afternoon X.J. Barile came in and watched H. and I working for some time 

before dinner. H. is going over pictures for her ex in California. We had wine afterward. B. 

always fetches a flagon along and H and I both needed it. 

 *The New Yorker article “Profile” (of John Sloan) is out today and it is not as bad as it 

would have been had we not been in town for corrections. 

 I am described as having bright pale blue eyes as short & stocky (I am 5ft 10 in) (my eyes 

hazel). These I suppose are matters of opinion. The statement that I put reddish lines on my 

nudes is only justified by the fact that every possible mixture on the palette except those made 

from Yellow to Blue is of course reddish. But they give me quite some space and it dont pretend 

to be a biography. Reg. Marsh’s portrait is only passable. 

 Mary Roberts not well, seems to want more of Helens attention than she has any right to 

expect. 

 

May 6, 1949 Worked during morning and afternoon on the Scratch board “woodcuts”. 
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 Helen busy on the last touches on 24 of her paintings which were picked up by the 

Berkley Express to pack & ship to Donald Bear. The tension on her has been rather stiff the last 

few days and shes greatly relieved. 

 We went by invitation to the apartment of Peggy Bacon1500 there to meet Duffy1501 who 

was a student of mine many years ago has been the well known cartoonist of Baltimor[sic] Sun 

for 23 years married Ann Rector1502 also of the A.S.L. some 23 or more years ago. She and her 

mother have a very successful novelty decorators factory in N.Y. They have come here to live 

bought a house E 61st St. (mothers on Cape Cod). Draws a cartoon a week for “Sat. Eve Post” 

very well paid. Both came. Peggys Daughter also there. She has a son also. He was in the war. 

Peggy & Alex. Brook divorced some years ago a “bad actor” (painter). I had never known Peg 

personally and she proved just a fine as her etchings & writings. She kept us to supper. The 

others left. We had highballs and talked of very interesting matters until 1 oclock AM. 

 

May 7, 1949 Miss Ruth Martin came this morning to help H. list paintings of mine in the racks 

in the Studio. She stayed for lunch and they worked again in the afternoon. 

 
1500 Sloan had written Peggy a note of admiration for her article in Yale Review on Platt, the etching 
printer. Peggy told us that she had always felt Sloan was “unapproachable”. It seemed that he had 
criticized her dry point of his “Night Class”, saying that the author of the work used a satirical & acidly 
critical point of view in drawing every one but herself. He had not realized that the “pretty girl” was 
Katherine Schmidt - & Peggy’s self portrait was right there & quite critical. She had been too timid to 
point this out. He was very distressed to discover this. 

1501 Edmund Duffy (1899-1962) editorial cartoonist for the Baltimore Sun, et al 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Duffy)  

1502 Anne Elizabeth Rector (1899-1970), painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anne_Elizabeth_Rector)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Duffy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anne_Elizabeth_Rector
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 I worked all day on the drawings for NM Quarterly. The job will soon be finished and 

pretty well done I think. 

 Everett Shinn my old time comrade on the Press and Inquirer in Phila. and with me 

survivor of the “Eight” (so called) called me on phone said he saw the New Yorker story wants 

to see me. I set the date for Tuesday evening next. 

 

May 8, 1949 I made two scratch engravings today and H. called Miss Gentry telling her the job 

was finished. 

 Helen started on her dressmaking again which has been interrupted by her exhibition 

arrangements. 

 Eddie Cahill called and spoke of the New Yorker article “Profile”. Not much pleased 

with it. H. told him to call Tuesday evening and meet Shinn. 

 Helen wrote Dr Ortega and told him that the job for New Mex Quarterly is now finished. 

 

May 9, 1949 To the dentist this morning at 10 AM. The repairs are not all made! 

 Worked on the wood cut style scratches. Great news from Helen today. She is writing 

from data “My article” on Miss Force & the Whitney Museum! A good job well dome. “I’m” 

proud of it. 

 In the evening to the dinner of the Committee of the Alex. Shilling Fund Trust at the 

Harvard club. Mr Fred Stein our host Mr Arthur Strasser and Mr. trustees. Walter Pach, Hugo 
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Robies & Talbot Hamlin and myself present. After a plenteous and good dinner with 

conversation, was settled down to discussing candidates. Pach & I joined and finally the others 

concurred on Harry Wickey and Arnold Freedman (who died last year). Freedman had been 

considered while alive and we feel that his work should be launched. Wickey’s strength as a 

sculptor was easily demonstrated. I showed his book “Thus Far”1503. 

 I like the trustees and feel that F. Stein has been a progressive citizen though probably 

quite wealthy. 

 

May 10, 1949 Signed a call for meeting1504 in Wash D.C. to consider means of heading off war. 

Dated Princeton N.J. signed by A. Einstein, Thos Mann1505, Emily Green Balch1506(SP?), Bishop 

W.J. Walls1507. 

 Drawings finished but Miss Gentry did not collect. 

 After dinner Everett Shinn came as arranged. E.H. Cahill also. They met for the first 

time. Shinn looks like a very small old character actor but is quite the same as in the old days. 

 
1503 Harry Wickey, Thus Far: The Growth of an American Artist, 1941  

1504 These activists and leaders invited WEB DuBois to an antiwar meeting in Washington DC to take 
place on May 20-21, 1949 (http://credo.library.umass.edu/view/full/mums312-b124-i237)  

1505 Thomas Mann (1875-1955) German novelist, short-story writer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Mann)  

1506 Emily Greene Balch (1867-1961) economist, social activist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emily_Greene_Balch)  

1507 William J. Walls (1885-1975), African-American bishop, active in NAACP 
(https://library.syr.edu/digital/guides/w/walls_wj.htm)  

http://credo.library.umass.edu/view/full/mums312-b124-i237
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Mann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emily_Greene_Balch
https://library.syr.edu/digital/guides/w/walls_wj.htm
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We all went up to the Museum of Modern Art to see the opening of the Abby Aldrich 

Rockefeller1508 Print Room. 

 I was introduced to Nelson Rockefeller1509 his tall wife1510 and a sister in law.1511 Mr 

Alfred Barr was there of course and Rene deHarnoncourt(sp?) who is connected with the 

Museum and much interested in Indian affairs. A special ex of prints mostly quite large and 

violet and “modern” is displayed in temporary rooms on first floor1512. The print dept is to be a 

reference room not gallery on third floor. 

 After an hours stay we came back to the Chelsea with Dorothy Miller (Mrs Cahill) an 

employee of the M.M.A. now of the party. We had a very happy time talking of the old times in 

N.Y. (Cahill and I.). Shinn had his own rather different interests in those days and still! He is still 

 
1508 Abby Aldrich Rockefeller (1874-1948) socialite, philanthropist, co-founder of the MoMA 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abby_Aldrich_Rockefeller)  

1509 Nelson Rockefeller (1908-1979) son of Abby, politician, governor of NY, vice-president under Gerald 
Ford (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Rockefeller)  

1510 Mary Todhunter Clark (1907-1999), first wife of Nelson, divorced in 1962 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Rockefeller)  

1511 Cahill had suggested that Rockefeller family would be happy to see Sloan at this opening. 
Mrs. R. had a large collection of the etchings (none after 1931, however) - which she had given 
to the Museum. 

 Sloan & Rockefeller (Nelson) took an instant liking to one another. “Asked to sign print 
book after J.S. 

 It was this evening that Sloan coined the remark about Monsignor Fulton Sheen - “I am 
afraid to meet that man. I would feel like a wooden Indian with a termite in his pocket.” 

1512 “Master Prints from the Museum Collection,” May 10-July 10, 1949 
(https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/2405?locale=en)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abby_Aldrich_Rockefeller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Rockefeller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Rockefeller
https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/2405?locale=en
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interested telling of his farce -----1513. The injustice done to Aaron Burr seems to be his hobby 

idealism. No socialist interest ever. 

 We kept him until after 1 AM. Leaving he mentioned the California pict. dealer said we 

should have a joint ex. out there. 

 Perhaps it indicates weakness in my unbelief but a visit from Monsignor Sheen would be 

as unwelcome as a Delegation of termites to a wooden Indian. 

 

May 11, 1949 Helen went up to Kraushaar Gal this morning to deliver some J.S. drawings 

Antoinette wanted. 

 In the afternoon Miss Gentry called for the drawings for N.M. Quarterly and seemed 

pleased with them. 

 Joe Pollet came in the afternoon for a farewell tea with us. 

 I ticked his risibilities by hazarding the guess that all this modern hysterical art is a back 

to the womb movement. 

 He liked “our” article on Mrs Juliana Force for the Whitney Museum. We mailed it later. 

 

 
1513 Is this a play? 
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May 12, 1949 Stephen Longstreet1514 writer & artist writes for my technical data from Beverly 

Hills Cal says he once owned a “nude with Red ash tray”1515 of mine. Perhaps nude blue swirls 

sold at Hall of for very low prices! 

 Betty Chamberlain1516 of Mod. Mus. called asking me to go on Television program 

tomorrow to discuss Etching & Prints. Hayter1517 quite “modern” the other print ---- “Oh Mother, 

I want to be Modern! would make a good song for today. 

 

May 13, 1949 Helen has the trunk packing about finished. Also she has packed brushes & paints 

for the “telescope” traveling case. 

 After lunch we both went up to 106th St to the NBT Television studio in the large Pathé 

building where we met Wm Stanley Hayter the “modern” etcher. English born American and a 

very agreeable fellow. Miss B. Chamberlain a Mr McGraw1518 and young lady director. They had 

a number of prints from Mod Mus. Ex. three of mine, three of Hayters and several others. We 

took our places on a divan and surrounded in front and above by strong and very hot lights we 

began the discussion. I stated that the “Mod movement” was submerging and dulling judgment 

 
1514 Stephen Longstreet (1907-2002), novelist, artist, and screenwriter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Longstreet) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Stephen_Longstreet/103821/Stephen_Longstreet.aspx)  

1515 Nude with Red Ashtray (Stephen Longstreet) Elzea 1116 

1516 Betty Chamberlain (1908/9-1983) arts administrator and critic 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1983/05/18/obituaries/betty-chamberlain-75-started-artists-center.html)  

1517 Stanley William Hayter (1901-1988) British painter, printmaker 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_William_Hayter)  

1518 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Longstreet
http://www.askart.com/artist/Stephen_Longstreet/103821/Stephen_Longstreet.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/1983/05/18/obituaries/betty-chamberlain-75-started-artists-center.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_William_Hayter
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of realistic work. We both agreed that reality for an artist exists in the mind. Photography I said 

is not creative art and requires the mind to find reality in it, possibly. The 1/2 hour with a Peanut 

product as sponsor went off quite well. Helen on a floor above saw the broadcast screen and said 

that I did well.1519 I think the M.M. representatives were pretty well satisfied.1520 We walked 

across the park and came home by subway. 

 In the evening Dr & Mrs Farr and Lee Jackson and Cecil Bell and Agatha came and the 

Bells took us to dinner down stairs in Chelsea at “The Little Shrimp” sea food restaurant. 

 Returning to our apartment we enjoyed some port wine (provided by Jackson) and 

conversation saying good bye to the Bells & Jackson. Dr. Chas F & Helens mother will see us 

off on Sunday evening. 

 Boxed for Express to Santa Fe “The Plaza” and “The Gulch” (unfinished) and some of 

H’s panels to work on in Santa Fe. 

 

May 14, 1949 Helen sent a copy of “Thus Far” Harry Wickeys book to Mr. Lee Malone1521 of 

the Columbus O. Museum suggesting that they invite an ex of Wickeys sculpture. 

 
1519 [Sloan was always very photogenic on TV - never needed any make up.] He had great poise 
when speaking extemporaneously - and usually “Stole the show” as in this case. He spoke first 
& with such conviction that Hayter could not dispute him. Hayter said of his own work that he 
likes striving for the reality of “the space between the blobs” - his work being very abstract. The 
“representational” works by Lautrec Dehn etc. were not of a calibre that Sloan would have 
chosen & he said he found it hard to defend some of them. 

1520 Cannot find details of program, if it aired, etc. 

1521 Lee Malone (?-1989), director of the then-Columbus Gallery of Fine Arts from 1946-1953 
(https://prv.mfah.org/archives/pdf/mfah_directors.pdf)  

https://prv.mfah.org/archives/pdf/mfah_directors.pdf


996 
 

 Bill Bomar came to lunch at H’s invitation. In the afternoon our trunks left by Express for 

Santa Fe. 

 X. J. Barile called later and wished us good bye.” We presented him with a “Renoir” 

book.1522 

 

May 15, 1949 Nothing much to do. H. finished up with the hand luggage. 

 Bill Bomar came over to lunch with us and we presented him with all the perishable 

supplies on hand. 

 We left the box of panels for the bell boy Chief Purnell to send to us by Express this 

week. 

 Dr Charles & Mrs Farr called and took us to the Grand Central Station with our baggage 

and our train left at 6 P.M. for Chicago. 

 We had one of the small Bedrooms on the “Wolverine” with all kinds of new 

improvements in small space. 

 Turning in at 9 oclock we had a good nights sleep. The route by way of Canada for a 

while. No exit permitted on this foreign soil from this train. 

 The only times I have left the USA have been on these rare occasions. 

 

 
1522 Unclear which book Sloan means, as several had been published on Renoir at this point. 
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May 16, 1949 Arrived in Chicago. Helen had prepared our two meals on the train a great 

comfort and she seems to like to do it. Across by Parmelee Bus to the Santa Fe Station Dearborn 

Street where we checked our baggage and then walked as we needed the exercise and had about 

2 hours time. We stopped in at the big retail Sears Robuck[sic] Store. Bought a bottle of good 

Scotch to present to the Biesels. We met Mae Larsen at the Cordon Club where we were joined 

by Frances Strain and Emil Armin an old friend and charming painter. After good lunch we 

taxied up to Strains (Emil leaving us) where we spent the afternoon & evening. Fred B. absent on 

his teaching job in Milwaukee. Frances’s nice aging sister who has devoted her life to her sisters. 

Virginia the younger was there Mrs Carlos Spies (of Los Vegas NM by birth a lawyer, children). 

 A very good dinner and conversation until time for us to taxi down to leave at 11.30. Mae 

Larsen with us said good bye and remained with taxi to go to her home. 

 We pleased Frances Strain by buying one of her beautiful water color line paintings 

which we admired. We had got another a couple of years ago. 

 

May 18, 1949 We were awake early about the time the Limited went over & through the Raton 

Pass. Altitude 7600 feet and H made breakfast by 7.30 AM. The grand clear noble New Mex. 

scene spread before our windows. Snow still draped peaks of the mountains to N. and --- West. 

The excitement and peace too of this entry in to N.M. never fails! at least in clear weather and 

any other is very rare indeed. “The Land of Sunshine” it is! Joe Reed met us at Lamy with his 

big car. He looked very well and says he is so. He does some tennis and trap shooting. At his 

home in S.F. Ann and little Patricia and a litter of beautiful Samoyed puppies of their dog “Zem” 

new last fall. 
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 Joe R. had to attend to a business lunch with a Mr. Seligman. Joe on account of his post 

op trouble has not been painting much but I see good progress. Why he should go into business I 

dont see. 

 We are tired from our trip but I stayed up an hour or more after H. turned in. We have a 

new double bed which Joe made this winter. 

 

May 19, 1949 Rested well in Joe Reeds newly made bed. He is a very able carpenter makes 

closets, beds, bureaus with a sort of native looking carved ornament. 

 After lunch at Reeds He drove us down town. H. to do her purchases of supplies, I to get 

our car from the garage where they had let it go out with a cracked fender. As they are the only 

driver of the car since I left it in the street last fall I think it their fault. 

 Loading it with our baggage and the supplies we drove out to “Sinagua” which looked 

beautiful to us. In the evening Joe Bakos called for us and took us to his house on the hill to the 

west for a nice dinner. They both look well. He showed me several good water colors of recent 

make and 2 of his “Bull” paintings. 

 

May 20, 1949 In spite of the call of a beautiful morning coming out of the eastern mountains we 

stayed abed and asleep until 7.30 or so. 

 A breezy day on our hill late in the afternoon I lighted the oil heater for a while. 

Temperature indoors 68o. 
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 We took a nap earlier in afternoon after a walk of 25 min around the house. 

 H. has the wood stove going so that we have hot water for baths. 

 At supper time we heard Ira Moscowitz on the program of Alfred Morang for 15 min. He 

did very well. I liked his saying that many people today are buying “Signatures”. 

 

May 21, 1949 Called Shuster on the phone again today. He said he would come out to see us but 

later phoned that he couldnt make it. Will be out tomorrow. 

 We took a ten laps walk around the house H. and I. We also sat in the sun for some time. 

 The day is very clear and beautiful and not windy as was yesterday. 

 The Reeds came out to see us for a short time before supper. Little Patricia is very nice 

indeed, collecting pebbles near the house. 

 

May 22, 1949 Another beautiful clear day with some scattered clouds. 

 A quiet day until late afternoon when Will & Selma (Sami) Shuster their boy John Adam 

S. and his friend Lee Carlson. The lads explored our hill and played with some planks etc. 

 Will and Sami looked well. He is enthusiastic about printing some etchings with new 

labor saving devices on his press. He has been free of his usual cold attacks the past winter. Sami 

looks more serene than a year ago. They left early to picnic out and go fishing. We were invited 

but declined. 
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May 23, 1949 A duplicate day with brilliant sun and a few clouds in early afternoon. 

 We drove to town early and left the car at Clossons to have the front fender mended. To 

the Post Office where Helen received a package of drawings which she had bought at Kraushaars 

last week 4 drawings by Peggy Bacon one remarkable pen drawing by Heliker1523 a crowded 

“Vermont Auction” many finely drawn heads hands etc. 

 We met Will Shuster for a few minutes. A check in the mail from the U.S. Treasury 

returning $288 paid in excess on our income tax last year. We have to guess our income for a 

coming year! 

 We had our first experience in the Santa Fe’s new parking Meters today. I got so worried 

as our 5 cents worth was expiring while H. was getting supplies that I moved to a meter further 

along with more minutes to run. The reason being that I had no coin or money of any sort on my 

person.1524 

 
1523 John Heliker (1909-2000) artist, studied at the League (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/john-heliker-
2160)  

1524 For many years Sloan never carried much money with him - only enough for car fare & small 
hardware purchases. All bills were paid by check. He said it wasn’t a good idea for him to have 
cash, he might forget how much he had. 

 I marketed for cash instead of by phone, saving a good deal - which he appreciated. And 
used the so-called “Savings” to buy pictures & books. Also some labor-saving devices like the 
washing machine & new vacuum. 

 Dolly had not been doing this kind of house work for many years (she had never liked 
doing the wash) & living in hotels, was accustomed to the maid service. This had deteriorated in 
war & I preferred to do my own work. Dolly took care of Sinagua herself. J.S. said she enjoyed 
it. She always had a maid at Garcia St but did the cooking herself. 

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/john-heliker-2160
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/john-heliker-2160
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May 24, 1949 Up early and began work on repairing the plumbing in the East tank. 

 Fortunately Ira Moscowitz phoned that he wanted me to give an opinion on the 

forthcoming Dutton book of Iras lithographs. Helen told him and Anna & Diana to come out and 

fetch some tools! They arrived. I suggested an abbreviation of all titles suggested to Indian Life 

Ways and Ira got to work with me. By lunch time I was well tired out and there were two other 

drips in our plumbing and a “union” we could not budge. Lunch over Ira and the girls went to 

town. I worked on the alignment of pipes and then rested. They returned with a new “union” and 

Ira went at the job alone. He insisted on finishing the job alone. In an hour or more he had done a 

good job. We celebrated by a high-ball and they left for home leaving us very happy and 

thankful. Ira M. is one of the sturdiest friends any one could have. 

 Clouds in mid afternoon clearing off later a very beautiful day. 

 

May 25, 1949 Bright morning and up by six thirty. Later in the day hazy cloud masses East & 

South seem to indicate change. 

 
 Dolly was a very fastidious housekeeper much more than I am. I just wanted to keep 
things going so we could live as richly as possible with work & people. 

 In the years when Dolly worked for Miss White, Sloan prepared his own lunch (salad, 
milk, bread and cheese) & made their suppers of chops, tomatoes, potatoes, salad a fruit etc or 
soup. He did not have that interest in cooking which many artists have. Liked to broil chops 
outdoors, but he did not like to fuss in the kitchen over stews etc. Dolly had always kept him out 
of her domestic work. 
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 I worked on the road drainage barriers which had been scraped away by the road machine 

during past months. 

 No incidents. Today just quiet restfulness. We took a sunbath in the morning and I, a two 

hour nap in the afternoon. Reading some Pushkin stories and like the old fashioned flavor. 

 

May 26, 1949 An overcast day with breaks of sunshine and many light rains across and up the 

valley of the Reo Grande. 

 In the afternoon we drove to town and I had a half hours session with the dentist. I told 

him it made me feel at home in Santa Fe. 

 As we were nearing our hill on the way back we met Ann & Patricia Reed who had 

called. We asked them back and kept them for supper with us. Ann had brought an electric 

vacuum cleaner to present to us. A discard of theirs but it will do very well for Helen. They left 

shortly after we rose from the supper table. 

 A note from Prof Ortega asking me about a title in the Quarterly. He makes no mention 

of my drawings (of which I saw proofs in N.Y. before leaving. 

 

May 27, 1949 Another beautiful day not too cold overcast day. I worked on the cleaner and H. 

had a good time going over the rugs & floors. It seems to work quite well. H. called Ann and told 

her we would like to give her and Joe one of my drawings in exchange. 
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 We took baths in the afternoon. Emma Davis has asked us with the Bakos’s to dinner 

next Wednesday. 

 Henrietta Harris phoned asking us to cocktails but H. told her we would like to rest up 

another week. 

 We walked a mile and a half around the house. 

 

May 28, 1949 A good heavy rain today not longer than half an hour in duration but very heavy. 

The west tank overflowed. We walked east on our road and found many puddles. 

 H. is not feeling very well today just a touch of disentery or less. 

 

May 29, 1949 We gave the great sun of N. Mex the pleasure of bathing us in its morning rays. A 

clear beautiful morning with few clouds. In late afternoon it clouded over somewhat. 

 We found that Don Shuster and Helen and their two baby boys were out at the homestead 

to the west. Phoned them and drove over to meet them there. The baby 7 months old named 

Tom. The other nearer two years old is named Don, Jr. and they are both fine boys. A friend of 

Dons named Kraft and his wife and boy aged nearly 3 yea[r]s are stopped with them. Don has 

been bringing furniture to the house which he wishes to rent (His job is with a branch of the 

atomic project near Albuquerque. The little Dennis Krag is very bright. Helen invited them all to 

drive to our house for lunch. They accepted and brought some provisions. We enjoyed the little 

boys and their pranks. 
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 Raphael & Marjory Alfau came in later. They are going to Mexico this summer, spent 6 

weeks of the past winter there. 

 

May 30, 1949 Clear & overcast alternately today. We drove to town, post office, tobacco 

etcetera and then after phoning met Bill McNulty the writer for “S.F.New Mexican” at his office 

in their very fine building. He is in charge of the 100th Anniversary issue of the paper. 

Introduced me to one of the syndicate of owners Mr. McKinney a very pleasant young man. I 

told of my early years here. We then went to McNultys home and quite lovely wife the artist 

Agnes Tait. She got up lunch for us and we had mild high balls. Bill is a bit too fond of 

“poteen”1525. In course of talk I made suggestion that the Art Museum of N.M. might be made 

more useful if a man like Walter Pach were made director and given appropriation of say 

$20,000 a year for acquisitions. McN. was enthusiastic and called Mr Reynolds1526 another of the 

“N.Mexican” owners and he came in and talked it over. A middle aged experienced promoter. 

He is new here but thought the plan might be put through. The legislature will not meet for about 

2 years, and that state is not very art conscious. 

 

May 31, 1949 I walked a mile around the house this morning. H. phoned Mary Noble Smith 

New York publicity Art of great experience married to Warren Wheelock1527, she is out here for 

 
1525 Poutine? 

1526 Unknown. 

1527 Warren Wheelock (1880-1960), sculptor, painter, illustrator 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Warren_Frank_Wheelock/62582/Warren_Frank_Wheelock.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Warren_Frank_Wheelock/62582/Warren_Frank_Wheelock.aspx
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her health lives on Delgado St is a newcomer but has plans for an art gallery in town. H. called 

on her in the afternoon. 

 We both drove to town after lunch and I picked up the box we expressed from N.Y.C. 

with some unfinished panels of mine and Helen’s. 

 Met Randall Davey and with him we talked to Bill McNulty at the New Mex office. He 

got some data on our trip out here in 1919 for the 100th Anniversary edition. 

 Helen after seeing Mrs Warren Wheelock (M.N.Smith) went to a meeting of S.F. Women 

painters, held at Olive Rush’s house on Canyon Road. 

 I drove home at about 3 P.M. Helen came much later with Joe & Teresa Bakos who 

stayed to dinner with us leaving soon after to go to a party at Wolf’s the amateur artist and critic. 

 The day fine with occasional clouds. 

 Whitney museum sent me check for $100.00 for the article about Mrs Force & Museum. 

 Helen met Florence McCormick in town also Bill Davey & wife and baby. He is moving 

to ranch in Colorado soon. 

 

June 1, 1949 We both enjoyed a good sunbath this morning. I tinkered with “Plaza” just arrived 

from the tinkering dept in New York C. 

 In the afternoon Florence McCormick with her little grand daughter Florence Davy, 

Bill’s child and her nurse Miss Baker drove up in a LaFonda car. The little girl is very nice and 

looks exactly as I remember Bill in his childhood. Miss Baker took a couple of pictures of Helen 
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and me. Helen served a fruit drink and nice homemade cake. She likes to make cakes and 

succeeds very well indeed. The estate at Nambe is to be sold Florence tells us and at half what 

she wanted for it. Mr McKinney whom we met Monday is the purchaser. Its a secret! They left a 

5 PM. In the evening Joe Bakos & Teresa called for us and we all went to Emma Davis for a 

good dinner. Emma is lonely but has a big garden and a very nice house to take care if. 

 After dinner we talked until nearly 10 oclock when we drove back to Sinagua with the 

Bakos’s. 

 

June 2, 1949 Today I prepared a box and stand to hold earth and tomato plants. Later in the day 

we went to town and H. shopped for an hour, got the tomatoes and supplies. By mail we received 

the spring no. of the New Mex Quarterly. It looks very well. The drawings by E. Blumenstein of 

Taos. The Summer no is now under way. Editor Ortega who had me do drawings for the 

Summer edition wrote me a letter received today. In this he thanks me heartily for my work and 

praising them too. 

 A beautiful sunny day. I had my sun bath in the morning.1528 

 
1528 Sloan liked to talk with Shuster about all kinds of projects like hydroponics. A common love 
for schemes in “Popular Science” to be discussed - or carried out - was the real bond between 
them. Shuster was always enthusiastic, cheerful - did not take things seriously. Sloan found him 
refreshing (and also annoying - for Shuster was careless). 

 The Tomato Project was one of Sloan’s schemes to --- the cost of living & to prove that 
he could farm in the portale. I suspect that we were both unfit to be gardeners the vines grew & 
produced a very few small tomatoes in spite of the fact that fertilizer was not used! 

 Sloan liked the garden of the Garcia Street house, but he always left the care of it to 
George Valdes & later Miguel Maes. (And Dolly had no feeling for nature - a fear of insects etc. 
She hated all kinds of dirt). Sloan reasoned about the things that interested him. He was 
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June 3, 1949 A steady strong wind all day driving cumulus clouds. Not cold. 

 In the evening attended a monthly dinner of the unnamed club at Miss A E White’s 

neighborhood club house on Garcia St. Joe Bakos drove us to town in my car, leaving Teresa to 

have dinner with Helen. The evening was good fun for me. Mr Reynolds of the “S.F. New Mex” 

was a guest so was Clark1529 the sculptor a Mr Robin1530, writer H. Larsen1531 and one or two 

others. I and about 20 others are members among them R. Davey, T Van Soelen, Gus Bauman, 

Alb Schmidt, Ray Boynton, O. LaFarge, Ira Moskowitz, Hans Langer1532, Wm Harrison of “New 

Mex” Ben Wolf, critic! Wm McNulty of “N.Mex”, some I dont know or remember. 

 R. Boynton was dinner provider for the night. Each member pays $1.50 for or towards 

expenses. Wine is served. 

 
interested in pruning the fruit trees; & sinking open pipes into the soil around the roots to provide 
moisture. From time to time he bought some dahlias & peonies & he loved the lilacs. But he was 
not a farmer. He preferred mechanical jobs, with plumbing, carpentry, for his amusement. But at 
Sinagua, he liked to work on drainage ditches & did not miss flower gardens. He liked what 
nature provided there. 

 When he visited a formal garden, he could not help thinking of it in terms of expense. 
The public parks he liked best were landscapes informally. He liked “nature” that was not half-
turned to art, when he was looking for pictures. 

 We both liked the view around Sinagua because it was not picturesque. It was like an 
ocean - a panorama of hills speckled with pinyon trees - without scale, not pausing to make 
pictures. But we missed seeing things to paint - a focus of interest. 

1529 Allan Clark (1896-1950) sculptor in wood, stone, terra-cotta 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Allan_Clark/8017/Allan_Clark.aspx)  

1530 Unknown. 

1531 Cannot find information. 

1532 Cannot find information. 

http://www.askart.com/artist/Allan_Clark/8017/Allan_Clark.aspx
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 The proceedings are not dignified. I enjoyed it thoroughly and of course did my 

telephone story and the “soup” story. Hans Langer distinguished leader of orchestra played the 

violin his “first love” and Ran. Davey accompanied on the “cello” in something of 

Bethovens[sic]. Ran. D. told a good story of 2 Russians. 

 We broke up a little after ten. Joe and I drove home where he picked up Teresa and I 

found Helen serene and dear as ever. 

 

June 4, 1949 Another day with sun clouds and high winds. I planted the little tomato plants. 

 In ten minutes H. gave me my periodic hair cut. 

 The wind blew steadily all day and eased off at sunset. 

 In the afternoon we had a visit from Warren Wheelock the sculptor once a director of the 

Society of Independent artists. Mary Noble Smith at one time publicity agent for the S.I.A. is 

now his wife. She has for some time been adviser for Thomas Watson1533 of the Int Business 

Machines Corp. He has bought many paintings, owns my “Bleecker St Sat. Night”1534. 

 Her sister and small dark eyed son drove the car. She is connected in some capacity with 

Sears Roebuck Co. who will soon open a large store here in Santa Fe. Helen who had been 

ironing all day made nice cool drinks and we talked over possible improvements in the Art 

Museum and its collection. Mary N. thinks that Mr Watson might help if there was some 

evidence of local businessmen interested. 
 

1533 Thomas J. Watson (1874-1956) founder of IBM (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_J._Watson)  

1534 Bleecker Street, Saturday Night (IBM Corporation) Elzea 580 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_J._Watson
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June 5, 1949 Not much wind today and in the afternoon a light shower for us altho to the south 

there was a heavy rain as seen from our hill. 

 I painted half heartedly on the Plaza panel. We took sunbaths in the morning and I took a 

nap in the afternoon. Napping is the thing that I do best out here so far. 

 Helen was typewriting much of the afternoon. 

 The sky was beautiful all day and the beauty all about us is a calming setting for our walk 

along the hill road in the afternoon. 

 

June 6, 1949 Clouds all about showers to the north south east and the west. Above our hills the 

clouds are broken and the sun glints through. 

 I worked a bit on the “Plaza”. I might have built one by this time! 

 H. and I walked around the house ten times, our most recent mile. 

 A nap of an hour for me, a necessity I find, after lunch I lack energy. After sunset and a 

good dinner we hear the patter of rain on the roof. 

 Our east tank overflowing with water so I will begin to pump from that one. 
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June 7, 1949 Up early and after I had my breakfast we drove to town Helen with no food, as she 

is having a metabolism test. While she is at Dr Hausers office I walked to the Plaza and took a 

new look at it. I’m afraid it has aged it dont look much like my painting! 

 A letter from sister Marianna says she is surprised at some of the statements in the New 

Yorker “Profile.” I do not wonder! (Pale blue eyes! short and stocky! Charades in the studio! 

 We shopped for some wines & liquors and drove home where H. made lunch. 

 Big cumulous[sic] clouds performing wonders in mass formation with clear blue coming 

through. After we get back to Sinagua it looked as though Santa Fe had a pretty good rain. 

 Helen Shuster phoned Helen later that they had some hail & rain. The mountains have a 

new touch of snow on heights. 

 

June 8, 1949 Showers all around us. 

 This morning I put in a couple of hours tearing off the parasite sea weed looking stuff 

called “mistletoe” out here which grows in clusters on cedar dwarf and Juniper trees. I enjoyed 

doing this. Results are satisfactory. A job is done. 

 In the afternoon Josephine Eckert and her big handsome husband Sanders called on us. 

They rent W. Barkers house up the SF Canyon. She’s her same nervous self. They are thinking 

of buying a place. He has a couple of patents one for a sort of high harness to hold a child in the 

seat of a car. I think of the name “TotToter” after they go.1535  

 
1535 see sketch at beginning of diary 
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 Joe and Teresa drove up returning from Denver in a brand new Ford Station wagon very 

fine $2400. They have been entertained by Lafayette Hughes for whom Joe paints the bulls. 

 Helen and I drove to town to dine with Alfau’s there meeting M. and Mme Babin 

pianists, Russian born Americans. We enjoyed a good roast beef! dinner and an evening of 

interesting talk. They speak of a book by a writer named Ortega “Revolt of the Masses”1536 a 

translation I think. We must read it. We drove home arriving 12 midnight. 

 

June 9, 1949 I had a nice job this morning remaking an old ladder to reach from pump house 

roof to roof of East tank which will enable us to go up and enjoy the great sweeping view from 

there. 

 In the afternoon a phone call from Fred Shane touring west now in Santa Rose. He wants 

to come up to Santa Fe and drive out to see us. Later he called from Santa Fe and I gave him 

directions to find his way out to our “Sin Agua.” There are scattered showers about the valley 

this evening. Just as we had given them up I had started to bath & bed the Fred Shane visitors 

arrived. Freds beautiful blonde daughter about 17 yrs and two other nice young girls of about her 

age one of them art student. Fred is instructor in Missouri University. We enjoyed their visit very 

much. Freds wife is very ill and she flew west by plane. Danger of multiple sclerosis. 

 A heavy shower came up and they left about 11 oclock. 

 

 
1536 José Ortega y Gasset (1883-1955) Spanish writer and philosopher. The Revolt of the Masses is a 
collection of essays and articles about history, Fascism, and “power and action of the masses in society” 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Revolt_of_the_Masses)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Revolt_of_the_Masses
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June 10, 1949 This morning we drove to town at 8.00. Helen saw her doctor about an hour. I 

waited in the car. We walked over to the Plaza, where while she went to see “Mrs Smith” (Miss 

Wheelocks sister) at Sears Roebuck office, I chanced to meet the F. Shane group and Randall 

Davey. The girls went to the Art Museum. Helen and I went to the store and I waited in the car 

until she finished. Then with supplies on board we drove home to “Sinagua”. 

 After lunch I napped for 3/4 hour but was roused by a heavy rain with hail! It was quite 

impressive the hail almost covered the ground like snow and the rain was very heavy. Both of 

our water tanks overflowed and part of the road about the house turned lake. 

 

June 11, 1949 A sunny morning and showers in the afternoon. I did some dike repairing work 

where the heavy rain of yesterday had found weak spots. As years go by the problem of keeping 

the road around the house and preventing the edge of the ridge road from washing off will 

increase. One days work with a big road scraper would do a lot. 

 Our telephone has been out of order all day. Bakos’s dropped by in their beautiful and 

useful new Ford Station Wagon. 

 Helen started to paint today working on a small panel of a blind girl & dog on subway 

started some time since. 

 I painted with aluminum paint the little ladder & the tank roof. 

 

June 12, 1949 This morning it is clear altho’ it rained during the night. We both took sunbaths in 

the morning. 
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 In the afternoon Ira Moscowitz & Ann brought an East Indian textile manufacturer 

Gwatham Sarahbai1537 and his wife (Indian costume deep red with an orange spot on her 

forehead) also an artist named Holzman1538 and his wife. We showed them the view from our 

roof and they walked around the house. Holtzman said he had worked with Piet Mondrian so I 

doubt if he found any of our pictures of interest. We did not show any, but there are many on the 

walls. Ann M. bought a cake and H. served fruit juice. They are making a quick survey of this 

Indian country Holtzman has his car. Ira was asked to show them around by his friend John 

Collier ex Indian Comm--- 

 Cleveland Ohio Museum ask me to make an etching for their 250 print collectors. As 

they want a large plate and the sketches and ownership of the plate (I am to have 10 proofs) I do 

not think that $500. would be enough for the job.1539 

 
1537 Gautam Sarabhai (1917-1995) industrialist, art collector 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gautam_Sarabhai)  

1538 Harry Holtzman (1912-1987) artist with the League and the WPA 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Holtzman)  

1539 With the help of Marinobel Smith, I started the New Mexico Alliance for the Arts. Sloan 
temporarily became Pres. & I was Secretary as a service organization to stimulate & integrate 
cultural activities. The one concrete achievement it accomplished this year was an exhibition at 
the Museum of craft work by Indians, Spanish Americans & Anglos - on a quality basis. Also 
exhibitions children’s work, etc. 

 My talk with G. Sarahbai stirred up the “Call to arms” - he was studying crafts all over 
U.S. interested in promoting more handwork in his own country.  

 Our museum in Santa Fe showed Indian work (& sold it) irrespective of quality - lowering 
standards, by having none. The “Open Door” Policy for exhibiting the fine arts had grave defects 
when applied to traditional crafts. 

 We hoped to stir enthusiasm, bring in better exhibitions, make the state a more active 
cultural center. However, too many artists in ratio to population made for jealousy rather than 
cooperation. The Museum did not want to be enriched or expand its services. The rumor that we 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gautam_Sarabhai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Holtzman
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June 13, 1949 A generally clear day. It seems as though the weather is changing. 

 I worked some on the perennial panel of the Plaza. 

 A sunbath in the morning and a nap in the afternoon. 

 
were interested in Walter Pach (that radical!) set the local cultural politicians against the NMAA. 
It survives, but is now just a little art gallery. 

 Sloan was not enthusiastic about community organizations. “I don’t understand your 
interest”. I had hoped that he could rally the individualists for the common purpose of improving 
the Museum’s collections, educational services etc. (which he criticized all the time) - & the 
forums etc. We had did some “educational” good. But the lack of assimilation between the old 
times, the new influx of bohemians & the thousands of new residents connected with Los 
Alamos - made it an uncooperative community. (The late comers wanted PTA & cultural 
activities). At no level of politics or culture could they focus their interest for the common good. 

 Sloan, who believed in democracy - had not thought too much about how it had to work - 
beyond the vote. 

 He was for a world that provided leisure to everyone - where all could be amateurs of the 
arts. But he was such a purist that he could not endure the faults of organizations. Another kind 
of social mentality is creative in institutions, schools, etc. 

 Sloan could be most practical about an immediate problem with people - but he did not 
like to work with people. He liked to teach, to converse. And when he was active in the 
Independents etc he worked hard on carpentry, charts, figures etc. But he was also hard to work 
with - became excited & nervous. 

 He came to meetings with a stern enthusiasm for principles - & where art was 
concerned, there would of course be no compromise. 

 An organization like the Hudson Guild Settlement House had his deep admiration. He 
would loan his work & lecture freely - & this was his cooperation & his contribution. 
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 Joe & Teresa Bakos stopped by in their new “Dream Wagon” as advertised by the Ford 

Motor Co. A nice serviceable car it is but since our 1936 Plymouth has only 14000 miles on it I 

think it will have to serve us a few more years.1540 

 

June 14, 1949 Worked a little on the plaza panel. Walked starkly about in the sun of the early 

morning and took a nap in the afternoon. 

 At about 4.20 we started for town and stopped for mail and ordered covers for the seats of 

our old car. 

 We then drove East toward the mountains and after a little variation found our way to the 

new home of Christine (Mrs Levi Hughes) a beautiful house which seems to be in the Territorial 

style of New Mex. The view across the city and toward the Jemez Mountains is very noble. 

Guests were Mr & Mrs Randall Davey his sister in law Elizabeth---.1541 Allen Clark the sculptor 

& wife, Henrietta Harris1542, Mr & Mrs William Haerison of the “New Mex”, Mrs Cable from 

the Nambe valley. Dr Fiske & wife Vivian and later Mr Reynolds of “New Mexican syndicate” 

 
1540 It never occurred to us to want a more modern car. And this is why we had money to buy the 
work of other artists. We liked to keep enough in the bank for the year ahead & a small reserve 
“forgotten” in the savings bank - after the landlord, grocer, doctors & taxes - we asked for very 
little else. I believed that the old city pictures would take care of him in this kind of “ease” for the 
rest of his life & I am sure he felt the rest of the work would take care of me in the future. It was 
the kind of “life insurance” he left. 

 Sloan sometimes grumbled to see how people spent money, especially if we had helped 
them in some way. He particularly disliked expensive food. If we had loaned 200.00 to someone 
who had to eat chops while we ate chopped meat, he felt justifiably abused tho’ he never said 
anything “openly” about it. 

1541 Unknown. 

1542 Unknown. 
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his daughter and wifes sister. We had many servings of sliced turkey etc and highballs. Helen is 

watching her calories. We left just before sunset and drove back to Sinagua. 

 

June 15, 1949 A bright clear warm (in the sun) day. In the morning Will Shuster with his step-

daughter Linda drove out to see us. I showed him my ladders to the view from the roof. She has 

just passed exam. entering Cornell Univ this fall. A consciously bright girl but college will take 

that off. 

 They left before lunch. 

 At 4.30 PM after shopping for the week we attended a very pretty Garden party wedding 

reception on Garcia St. near our old house. Eloisa Eckert1543 one of the many children of Charles 

Eckert and his native wife had married a Mr Branch some years older. Mrs E. looks younger 

each year. A busy housewife and mother. Very many guests attended. Chas E. is cashier of the 

First Nat Bank. We knew some among them Paul Walter1544 Sr and wife Geo Bloom of the bank 

and charming wife. The other children whom I knew in the old days when we lived in the Garcia 

St House.1545 

 The setting in the garden was beautiful and it was a distinct social success. 

 
1543 Unknown. 

1544 Unknown. 

1545 I had boarded with the Eckert family summers of 1930, 1932 & 1936. They were always 
good kind friends to me. 
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 We took occasion to call on our tenants in 314 G. St. Mr & Mrs Hoban1546 - young people 

he is in insurance. They like the house very much. 

 Miss Simms who has the studio tells me that she has been awarded $1000. by some 

organization to go on with her study of Indian petroglyphs. 

 

June 16, 1949 After 45 minutes in the sun, in the altogether I began to work on the “Plaza” 

panel. The day is very warm (in the sun of course). A real New Mexican summer day with clear 

sky. 

 In the evening Alfaus came to dinner. Helen is full of a plan that she is making public by 

typewritten letters to the paper and to other key persons. A plan to organize a group of interested 

people to get more life into the Art Museum To extend the usefulness To get greater 

appropriations from the state To acquire and attract gifts of worth while pictures etc. The Alfaus 

are motoring into Mexico in a short while. 

 

June 17, 1949 Another warm clear day. We drove in to town and up the canyon to the 

Moskowitz’s where we given a very good lunch by Anna. They are busy on orders for silkscreen 

prints. Some ordered are to be quite large. Lesch in N.Y.C are taking many proofs 

 After we sat for a few hours in the afternoon we drove down to town stopped in the 

Museum where we saw a very good & extensive Ex of the work in painting and sculpture of 

Warren Wheelock. He is an important addition to Santa Fe artists. His work is strong, competent. 

 
1546 Unknown. 
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 I was called on to fill in for a Radio program  to converse with 4 artists who now have 

shows in the gallery. Tomatsu1547 Dawley, an Indian from Cochik(SP) named Chavez1548 and a 

young painter Becker1549 whos water colors seem to have honest quality and beauty, free from 

modern imitation. 

 Thence back home to “Sinagua” and a nice supper. 

 Joe & Teresa B. called for a while in the evening. 

 A little son of John D--- was with them on an earlier visit today. 

 

June 18, 1949 I got at some road repairs this morning which was agreeably overcast for some 

time but cleared away. Helen busy cleaning the house. Boaz Long1550 Director of the Museum 

talked to her about her plan and seems to approve of it. So also had Miss A E White on phone 

yesterday early. 

 In the evening Amelia Eliz White called Helen on phone. Talked about H. plan for the 

Art Museum revival of interest. H. told her in reply to her inquiry as to where she should 

bequeath her painting collection. That it would be well if she Miss White left them intact to the 

 
1547 Chuzo Tamotzu. 

1548 Unknown. 

1549 Unknown. 

1550 Boaz Long (1876-1962), director of the New Mexico Museum from 1948-1957 
(http://politicalstrangenames.blogspot.com/2016/08/boaz-walton-long-1876-1962-boaz-willard.html)  

http://politicalstrangenames.blogspot.com/2016/08/boaz-walton-long-1876-1962-boaz-willard.html
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Santa Fe Museum as a memorial to Dolly Sloan1551. This pleased Eliz. very much as a 

suggestion. 

 

June 19, 1949 Two nice rains today. But there is something wrong with the pressure in our 

pumping system. Too much air in the pressure tank or too little. I worked with it for a couple of 

hours. 

 Tried a few sketches in preparation for an etching but didnt please myself. When it comes 

to a subject I am more than a little rusty. 

 

June 20, 1949 I strolled about “a la Adam” tearing off the parasitic growth from the junipers 

around the hill. 

 Rigged up a shelf in the store room to hold frames etc. 

 In the afternoon drove to town where Helen had shopping to do. She hoped to get copies 

of yesterdays paper containing her article “Whats the matter with Art in New Mexico”1552 but 

they had not saved her a single copy. She had ordered 15 copies! 

 I walked a while on San Francisco street and sat on a bench in the plaza. 

 
1551 Did this ever happen? The museum site lists a work as being given by Amelia White in 1962; no 
mention of Dolly Sloan. 

1552 Cannot find article. 
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 Automobiles are a great disfigurement to the streets, here as elsewhere. A clear beautiful 

day and a wonderful east view at sunset. 

 I wrote to Miss A E White today telling her that I was glad she seemed to think well of 

the idea of leaving her paintings to the Museum as a memorial to Dolly Sloan. 

 

June 21, 1949 A look of possible rain urged me to drain abut 300 gallons from the East tank to 

avoid overflow. 

 Helen & I drove to town and had lunch with the Warren Wheelocks’. They have a nice 

house & garden on Delgado street near the Acequia. 

 After lunch we went to the Art Museum where we left the Wheelocks. Helen went 

shopping and I took a walk. Back to the museum at 3.15 where the Wheelocks made a radio 

broadcast in ref to his ex now current. Afterward Wheelock and I went to Geo Kings rather low 

down saloon on Galisteo St and had a couple of glasses of beer to fill in the time while Helen and 

Mrs Wheelock (Mary Noble Smith) attended a meeting on Helens plans for more & better Art. 

 A good steady rain came up and Helen and I came back to “Sinagua”. 

 Later Joe & Teresa B. called. Teresa in a sort of stew because H. had spoken of Van 

Soelens objections to Helens ideas on the Museum in re Art. This had come from Teresa who 

had it from Vivian Sloan Fiske confidentially. We entertained the Bakos’s and they left for home 

on the next hill. 
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June 22, 1949 Summer Solstice 

 A beautiful day. Great cloud formations. Before noon Boaz Long Director of the 

Museum & Archaeology drove out in his car and had with him Marynoble Smith. They picked 

up Helen and drove up to Alcolde to look at “Mirador” beautiful estate given recently to the Art 

Museum of New Mex by Mrs Florence Bartlett. When they returned Helen made lunch for them. 

H. was enthusiastic about “Mirador”. She suggested that Mrs Thos Watson Miss Smiths 

employer in his Art matters, should buy the place for a rest home for employees of his Int. 

Business Machines Co. More than 70 room all subdivisions etc. 

 At 5.30 Helen and I went to Dan Kelly’s house sat in the garden had a highball and talked 

over the Art Mus. with Dan & Margaret. He seems to see the wisdom of some action. 

 Thence we went to dine at Ben Woolf’s. His house near the Acequia & Camino Monte 

Sol has a huge plate glass window in the living room looking North of West. Shelves packed 

with books and many interesting pictures & drawings. After high balls we had dinner. Warren 

Wheelock & wife (Mary Noble Smith) also guests. The ladies went to talk in another room and 

Woolf showed Wheelock and myself some of his large collection of fine(?) Art books. Later 

Helen got at him on the plans for Art in Santa Fe. The artists here have not helped him much 

with matters for his Sunday page in the “New Mexican”. They have not informed him of the 

meeting they are calling for Friday evening. 

 We drove home at about 11 oclock. 
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June 23, 1949 Took a sun bathed stroll about the house. Helen is busy on the phone off and on at 

her big task Hoping to bring about greater art consciousness in Santa Fe. 

 A fine day with magnificent sky. Rain clouds combing the distances.  

 Baus-- dropped by in the afternoon but as I was napping I did not see them. 

 I made a good work table to fit under the small bright window in the little store room. It 

will be a very cozy place to draw and perhaps etch! 

 

June 24, 1949 Another beautifully clouded and sunny day. Some rain in the town in P.M. 

 I made a diffusing screen for the work table in the little cubby hole today. Helen is busy 

with phoning and is a little tense from the strain. I hope that she gets some real results. 

 She is showing a real spirit of organization and I hope that results come. 

 After lunch went in to town to have tea with Amelia E. White taking Mary Noble S. with 

us. Miss W. was very interested. We broached the idea of getting W. Pach as Director for State 

Museum and she and Mrs Wheelock (Marynoble Smith) and Wheelock all liked the idea. But 

where is the money? 

 The late afternoon after Miss Whites tea we picked up Marynoble Smith and went to the 

radio station where Morang following a page of sequences put Helen then “Miss” M.S then 

myself. I think that the general plan and hopes were put very well by Mrs Wheelock & Helen. I 

chimed in(??). 
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 At about 8 oclock we went to the meeting at the “Pink Adobe”. There Dan. Kelly 

presided and about 50 attended the little place was jammed. Boaz Long spoke well and told of 

Miss Bartletts gift to the Museum. 

 Mrs Wheelock gave us a good description of her work I.B.M. Helen read her talk very 

well and it was good. Others spoke and I made some rather sharp spoken remarks at the windup. 

All classes were represented and all felt that an Association for Art should be formed. Helen and 

I got home about 12 midnight feeling that things might go well. 

 

June 25, 1949 Helen is trying to relax a little today altho’ she had to use the ‘phone in the 

morning a few times. She slept in the afternoon. 

 I am trying to make a preliminary sketch for an etching. 

 The day is clear and typically sunny. 

 In the evening we drove to town and had dinner with Dr Hausner and his nice French 

wife others were Mr & Mrs Allen Clark (Joy) sculptor of Pojaugue Road and Mr & Mrs Jan de 

Swart1553 (Hollander) an artist & designer the wife tall long faced also an artist. He is a 

thoroughly Holland educated pleasant man. They have just bought acreage near the little Black 

mesa near San Ildefonso pueblo on the Rio Grande and intend to move there before long. 

 Clark is one of the residents who are enraged at the disfigurement of the highways by 

blatant advertising signs. 

 
1553 Jan de Swart (1908-1987) Los Angeles-based sculptor and inventor 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/jan-de-swart-papers-6632)  

https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/jan-de-swart-papers-6632


1024 
 

 A heavy rain in town tonight but we found little evidence of its occurring on our hills. 

 

June 26, 1949 While I roamed the pinon & juniper covered hill exterminating “mistletoe” 

parasites, Helen was busy with her Art association propaganda on the telephone, Vivian Fiske is 

one of the most enthusiastic of the advocates of the plan. Marinoble Smith (Wheelock) tells H. 

that the paper of today has an editorial and account of the meeting of Friday night. 

 

June 27, 1949 We went to town. H. attended to our supplies. We dropped in at the museum. Saw 

Wheelock’s ex. of paintings & sculpture. A very fine show and more important than any for a 

long time. 

 Met a little bohemian dresser and good artist Italian from1554 ....... I liked him and his 

work. Helen remembers him at the League twenty years ago. 

 Stopped in at Cartwrights and ordered an electric water heater which will help H. a lot. 

 Later in the afternoon Ira Moskowitz Ann and little Diana came up to see us and he put a 

wrench on a pipe (slight leak). 

 I am working on the preliminary sketch for an etching. 

 Bakoses called in the evening. 

 Helen phoning and writing and planning the Association for Art. 

 
1554 Unknown. 
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 Boaz Long and she had a confab earlier in the afternoon. 

 Letter from Harry Wickey, pleased with his award of $1000. Says that the Profile of J.S. 

was very poor! So say we! 

 

June 28, 1949 Cartwright men came out to look over the kitchen planning installation of the 

heater which they say will arrive in about a week. 

 Helen phoning here there and everyone! 

 I worked on the tracing of my sketch and now have it in red on the plate grounded. 

 Late in the afternoon entertained a group of 10 or 12 women artists and Marinobel Smith 

Vivian S. Fiske, Teresa B. Eugenie Shounard, Agnes Simms Agnes Tait, Mrs Morang, Veronica-

---. of Texas (friend of B. Bomar)1555 Olive Rush. 

 All agreed on organizing a New Mex Art Alliance (or some other name). 

 I drove to town during the meeting and went to our house on Garcia St where in the 

studio storeroom I picked up an electric fan, for my little etching cubby-hole in our store room at 

“Sinagua”. The meeting was about over when I returned. 

 Dr Ortega writes for permission to reprint my work and W. Pach’s article in a separate 

publication from the N.M. Quarterly. Helen phoned him in Albuquerque giving permission. 

 

 
1555 Unclear who this is. 
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June 29, 1949 Sun bathing in the morning. 

 Worked a while on the etching and find myself quite out of the swing of it. My fingers 

and the needle do not seem to harmonize. I have only made two plates in about fifteen years! I do 

like the confined space in the little store room and have a fan and electric light at disposal. 

 In the afternoon we drove to town picked up a large postal package of Helens craft 

technique books from N.Y. We then went to Marinobel S. Wheelock’s met Boaz Long and Eric 

Douglas1556 (of Colorado Museum). After a short time we drove out to John Meem the architects 

home. Fine stone house on the old Lamy road, once the home of an old German family (Nagle I 

think). He made his additions in stone to follow the old construction. Dan Kelly, Geo Bloom of 

the Bank and Mr & Mrs Meem. We talked over the possible Craft Museum idea of Miss Bartlett 

of Chicago. Her collection is large but largely unknown. We went with Marinobel to dine at a 

nice restaurant on Cañon Road Ezra’s, where we had a fine dinner. Very good, but not properly 

patronized we are told. 

 On the wall 3 paintings by Mel. Hagman1557 City Sanitary Engineer. I knew his work 

done as an amateur several years ago. These things are “primitive” (so called) humorous and 

good. We bought a water color interior Man with Violin.Woman Washing. Returning to 

Wheelock’s spent an hour or more. Helen explaining her ideas (with typewritten(?) backing) to 

Mr Douglas & B. Long. His account of consulship in Equador in the 1920s was interesting. 

 
1556 Frederic Huntington Douglas (known as Eric) (1897-1956) scholar of American Indian art, curator of 
Native Arts at the Denver Art Museum (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederic_Huntington_Douglas) 

1557 Mel Hagman is mentioned in an October 12, 1980 article in the Santa Fe New Mexican as both a 
painter and city engineer. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederic_Huntington_Douglas
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Where we are getting on the improvements in Art Museum I cant quite understand. Back home 

in “Sinagua” by 10 PM. 

 

June 30, 1949 I put in a couple of hours in short trunks sunning myself and actively destroying 

the “mistletoe”. 

 The dry branches of Junipers & cedars scratch my arms and body. It is a way of parasite 

victim to protest and fight against those that try to help them. 

 Joe Bakos & Teresa drove by. Joe liked the Hagman picture very enthusiastic! 

 Worked on the plate during the rest of the day and made every mistake that a beginner at 

etching might run into. But the time passes very pleasantly on the whole. 1558 

 Joe and Ann and little Patty Reed called in early evening. Helen wants him to letter a sign 

for the Craftsman meeting out here. I could have done it but she feels that it is good for Joes 

morale to lend a hand.  

 After dinner H. was typewriting on her projects until quite late. 

 
1558 Sloan was working on “Hold-up on Fourteenth Street” for the Cleveland Museum. He 
enjoyed his little etching studio - converted from the store room. I had a feeling that it was good 
for him to be left alone working for a change - that it was not good for either of us to be together 
all the time. (We were perfectly happy - this was one of those ideas I had about “Social 
adjustment”. Artists who are accustomed to working alone can get the idea that they should take 
more part in social responsibilities - which is all well & good in theory, but you can disperse your 
energies & come away with largely negative experience from some of this kind of thing. Sloan 
knew he was a “lone wolf” type & he knew I was not a “promoter” type so his irritation over this 
NMAA project was sensible. He also resented quietly, some lack of attention to which he had 
been accustomed - not neglect - but he had been spoiled by hourly care) 
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 A very warm day. Clouds and thunder showers late in the afternoon. But none for our 

hills! 

 

July 1, 1949 Worked on the plate today. 

 In the evening Joe Bakos in his station wagon car called for us. We took Helen to the 

house of Will Harrison where she is to be taken to Ruth -- place in Tesuque to meet some people 

interested in her plans. Joe and I then drove into Santa Fe and attended the monthly dinner of the 

Mens Club. Thos. Van Soelen was the chef of the evening and he provided delicious roast beef 

and hams a good salad. We had plenty of high balls and claret and the evening went over with a 

bang! A letter tells us that we must not have liquor if we go on using Miss Whites Neighborhood 

house. It appears that this had been stipulated at the start. So we seemed to decide that we must 

find another place. I suggested Ezra’s place. Some thought not. Joe with Teresa also had spent 

the evening with her son John Dorman and his new bride. His Ex wife writes threatening letters - 

disturbing. She is in Oho Calvente 50 miles away. Eventually we picked up H. at Harrisons and 

got home about 2.30 A.M. 

 

July 2, 1949 Feeling poorly today as was my due after last nights hilarity. 

 We went to town near noon had a flat tire on the road but Helen helping was changed 

properly. In town we picked up Marynoble Smith and took her to Ezras for a “cold cut” lunch 

which was about right. I stopped at Joe Reeds afterward. Helen & Marynoble went to see a craft 

shop. 
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 A couple of hours later they came back and I in a low state of existence took M.S. home. 

Helen and I had our spare tire repaired and drove home where I worked on the plate a couple of 

hours. H. made a very good dinner and did some phoning in afterward. 

 

July 3, 1949 Strolling in the sun early this morning. Worked on the etching. Perhaps it may turn 

out passably. 

 In the afternoon Ira, Anna, and Diana M. drove up and visited a couple of hours. They are 

working on some 20x24” silkscreen which Anna designs and executes excepting the printing 

which Ira does. They have an order for Lesch Co N.Y.C but they find that this large size is a 

laborious task. 

 Helen busy writing and phoning. 

 

July 4, 1949 This morning a visit from W. Shuster he has a new very nice second hand 

Chevrolet car, quite a bargain. He says he will be glad to make proofs of my plate on his new 

motor driven platepress, a device of his own for speedier printing.1559 

 
1559 Shuster had a scheme for printing etchings on a small press driven by electricity instead of 
hand power. by losing the “touch” that accompanies the human labor, one loses an awareness 
of subtle changes of pressure in printing. Hundreds of his proofs were no good - either through 
careless “inking up” or this uneven pressure not noticed - & the fact that he did not examine the 
proofs & observe the regular and irregular flaws. Shuster loved a problem while interested in the 
solution - then he was bored. His carelessness about the final printing infuriated Sloan, who felt 
he was being “taken advantage of”. He was also embarrassed because he had recommended 
Shuster’s work to the Art Students League, as professional. We finally had to have a lot of the 
work done over by Roth - & meanwhile the plates had been over worked by so much printing 
under power press. 
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 I used to keep my peace about Shuster because of Sloan’s affection. For some almost 
obscure reason Sloan craved Shuster’s admiration. He liked Shus’s praise for mechanical 
contrivances. He had a sentimental memory of days working on Fiesta floats. And he had had - 
many years ago - real hope for him as an artist. In 1920 he bought Shuster’s first printings - & 
always urged him to stick at it. 

 Shuster had had a long tough time in the first World War - came out disillusioned with 
the world, developed TB & moved from Phila. to Santa Fe with little chance of life. But he got 
out of bed & made a place for himself in the community. Intelligent humanful, unreliable, kindly - 
a “character”. He was always “broke”, always had time to help a friend on some tinkering job. In 
later years, after his second marriage, he became more responsible & drank less. 

 Shuster could turn from painting, to sculpture, then iron work, etching, photography, 
writing a column on art for the Sunday paper - a real Jack of all trades, master of none. 

 Sometimes Dolly got hold of Shuster to get Sloan started at painting, but Shuster was 
also a bad influence in the days when Sloan lived on Garcia Street. Dolly, with her love for a 
party - & the bottle - would encourage the Shusters’ company all too often & if Sloan were not 
yet started at work (& even if he were) Shuster’s arrival for a spree was almost irresistable[sic]. 

 When Sloan grew older he resented Shuster’s appearances at irregular hours, the lack 
of consideration he showed for another man, and realized that his friendship was unreliable. 

 Shuster was closer to Wyatt than Sloan for many years, which was natural, under the 
circumstances. Wyatt was younger & likewise selfish - with the same kind of intelligence 
Shuster had - put to no focussed use. 

 The serious side of Sloan - his working life & really his private life - were separate from 
Shuster’s consciousness. 

 I am sure that Sloan never discussed his finances with Shuster (who had, in fact, the 
absurd idea that Sloan had money ) & I doubt whether he ever talked to anyone about such 
things. Perhaps now & then to George Hamlin. 

 Once in a while Shuster would be interested in some community job - like the Red Cross 
during 1944 when he & Sloan made posters. And of course Shuster always loved to work for the 
Fiesta, designing floats & making “Lozobra” OLD MAN GLOOM - a great figure full of fire works 
(he is paid for this) - he loves the drama of this - the captain in him comes out. 

 When other men have a good time at clubs or college reunions, Sloan liked to have 
some drinks & talk & pursue some project with Shuster, rather than other people. It may not 
have been so much by choice, as accident. With the Shusters, Dolly’s drinking was not 
embarrassing. They put up with her & quarrelled with her on the same basis he did. 

 Other friends like the Kraushaars, Beals & McNultys (in poker playing days - 1920-1930) 
were also understanding. 
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 I worked on the regrounded (second time) plate for some hours - took a short nap in the 

afternoon. 

 The lap-p-tap of Helens fingers on the keys of the typewriter continues during several 

hours. But! the good 3 meals are a welcome byproduct. 

 In the southeast from behind a ridge we hear and see the fire works of Santa Fe 

celebrating Independence Day. 

 Helen Roche Tobin (Mrs Arthur C Tobin) writes from St Louis inquiring if I am related 

to Julius Sloan1560 artist. She bought painting by him many years ago in Chicago Answer. “No.” 

 

July 5, 1949 To town this morning and while H. had lunch with Marinobel I took my etched 

plated to W. Shusters and saw his wonderful plate printing press his own contrivance with a 

motor drive. It is really wonderful and quite efficient. The plate proved to be quite as bad as I 

had thought it would be. Sami asked me to lunch and I really enjoyed passing the four hours with 

Shus. He giving me tips on etching whom I started with his first materials years ago. 

 
 These were party giving friends in the old Santa Fe days - ---- Levi Hughes & Christine 
(the banker) Dr. Robert O. Brown who lived next door & his good wife, Rosina, who was kind & 
human to Dolly (in the day after & sometimes indulged with her) - but none of these people were 
intimate. Very few people were intimate with John & Dolly. The serious side of their lives & the 
tragic side - they kept to themselves. The students & others who saw them in New York as 
public people, had glimpses of the other domestic thing - but they both had pride & delicacy in 
concealing Dolly’s sickness as much as possible. 

1560 Junius Sloan (1827-1900) landscape and genre painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Junius_Ralston_Sloan/25778/Junius_Ralston_Sloan.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Junius_Ralston_Sloan/25778/Junius_Ralston_Sloan.aspx
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 H. shopped after I picked her up and we then came home. 

 Bakoses called in the evening. 

 

July 6, 1949 I spent a happy morning getting some dark earth at the foot of our hill road and 

transplanting the tomato vines. I now have three boxes for the eight plants. The Gov’t. pamphlet 

says they should be about 4 ft apart! not so as I have them. 

 H. busy arranging for her open meeting this evening. 

 Fifty people artists and craftworkers came to hear Helen outline very clearly the 

possibilities of enlarging the craft field in New Mex. There was much interest expressed. Mrs 

Ru-a Pearce1561 Mrs McCrossen Agnes Sims Mrs Diedrich of Ass. Indian Aff. Anna & Ira 

Moskowitz. Joe Bakos took care of the parking of cars. Wyatt Davis now photographer 

responded to invitation. Many names I dont remember. Miss AE Whites Nurse Miss Paine1562 

who runs her Garcia St recreation Center came with Mr. White1563 Wolfs brother in law. Helen’s 

talk was well written & delivered in master style. After the meeting we provided claret and some 

committee of craft branches were formed. W Shuster and I were quite merry! All left by 12 

oclock. 

 Shuster drove up at 4 A.M. still celebrating. He wanted to come in but H. turned him off. 

She needed rest. So did I. 

 
1561 Unknown. 

1562 Unknown. 

1563 Unknown. 
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July 7, 1949 Drove to town so that H. could see W. McNulty of “New Mexican” about news 

story of the meeting. Wolf wanted to write it for Sunday Art Page But H. feels that it is of 

immediate importance. 

 We afterward went to Dr Hausner’s office where we saw him after long waiting. He tells 

H. I am in good form ear wax in left ear must be removed! Breathing exercises and 5 periods for 

feeding per day. Also I must get a girdle to hold the operational hernia (souvenir of 1943 

operation). I have been wearing a surgical girdle but he advises a womans 3 way stretch which 

we bought at once. Ill get used to it of course. Late in afternoon we went to see the Babin’s in 

Tesuque. They have the house built by Mrs Sargent who wrote a sharp article for Magazine 

about Santa Fe “Back wash of Spain”1564 some thirty years ago. Victor & wife pianists have a 

good little womans head by Renoir on approval from a calif. dealer. I liked it. So did Helen. 

They will probably buy it. Albert and Mrs Schmidt dropped in. The old place next door is being 

remodelled by V. Babin. High trees surround the houses which are on a mound, above 

surroundings. 

 

July 8, 1949 A good nights rest much needed made us ready for a hard day for Helen phoning in 

the morning and giving the house a clean up. 

 
1564 An article called “New Mexico and the Backwash of Spain,” is listed as being written by Katharine F. 
Gerould in 1925. Does Sloan have the name wrong? See Wilson, The Myth of Santa Fe: Creating a 
Modern Regional Tradition, 353 
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 In the evening the second meeting at our house brought about 25 or 30 people. No 

members of the Art Museum board came except a Mr Ely1565, who is sort of business manager 

and clearly showed by his cheap surliness that he is against the Alliance for the Arts. Helen 

talked well also Mrs Clark1566 who is head of Parent Teachers Assoc. Riley1567 of Cham. of Com. 

I now doubt if anyone but Helen knows the road ahead. 

 Dr Hausner & wife attended. So did nice elderly Mrs Field an old timer, mother of Lois. 

Mrs Cassidy1568 A new comer named Rosen1569. This was not artists night save those on the 

Museum Advisory Board. 

 

July 9, 1949 Got an hour in the sun this morning But before noon drove Helen to town to meet 

Mrs Wheelock and I went out to their house and had lunch with Wheelock which was pleasant in 

their patio. I enjoyed seeing examples of his work in sculpture for industrials - very good and it 

pays well. We bored each other Im afraid two old fellows, each of whom needed a nap. It was 

four p.m. or later when Helen and Marinobel came back from their hours of promoting the 

N.M.A.F.A. 

 A short shower on the hill while we were away. 
 

1565 Unknown. 

1566 Unknown. 

1567 James K. Riley (1910-1971) was the manager of the Santa Fe Chamber of Commerce in 1950 
(http://santafecenterforappliedresearch.blogspot.com/2010/) 
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/3879433/james-k-riley)  

1568 Probably Ina Sizer Cassidy (1869-1965), artist, writer, suffragette 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ina_Sizer_Cassidy)  

1569 Unknown. 

http://santafecenterforappliedresearch.blogspot.com/2010/
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/3879433/james-k-riley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ina_Sizer_Cassidy


1035 
 

 Mrs Vandenburg1570 (Marinobels sister) called in a car this evening and took Helen to a 

meeting in town to advise Mrs Hausner and others on the formation of a private school for 

children of the well to do. She got home after 11 oclock. 

 By mail from Mrs A E White the catalogue of the fine Ex of Leonardo da Vinci1571. Much 

of it is work by followers & apprentices and imitators of his “best sellers”. 

 Dr. Valentines is proving his value to Los Angeles Mus as he did in making the Detroit 

Institute Exhibition. 

 

July 10, 1949 A heavy overcast early morning followed by the heaviest and longest lasting rain 

that we have had the year. Both of our tanks are now overflowing! 

 Helen is busy phoning much of the time. 

 In an interim between rains I did some repairing of my seepage dams. The rain continued 

intermittently all afternoon and evening. 

 At 4 oclock W. Shusters car drove up with Robert Hale1572 of the Metropolitan Museum 

staff. W. Shuster and Selma Alfred Morang and wife. A little later Ran. Davey in his yellow mite 

 
1570 Cannot find further information. 

1571 This exhibition of Leonardo da Vinci was held at the Los Angeles Country Museum of Art and ran 
from June 3-July 17, 1949. The catalogue was edited by Willhelm Reinhold Valentiner (1880-1958), who 
was the director of the Detroit Institute of Art from 1924-1945 before moving to Los Angeles 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilhelm_Valentiner). He is known for commissioning Diego Rivera to 
Detroit to paint the Detroit Industry Murals (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Detroit_Industry_Murals). 
Unfortunately, most of the works in Valentiner’s show have since had their attribution to Leonardo 
questioned or stripped away (http://lacmaonfire.blogspot.com/2010/03/las-first-leonardo-show-in-
1949.html)   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilhelm_Valentiner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Detroit_Industry_Murals
http://lacmaonfire.blogspot.com/2010/03/las-first-leonardo-show-in-1949.html
http://lacmaonfire.blogspot.com/2010/03/las-first-leonardo-show-in-1949.html
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of an English car. Randall entertained with some well told stories (His hearing is becoming 

defective so that he must dominate the conversation). A. Morang got at Mr Hale with sundry 

experiences as Art broadcaster. Later Helen took him into her “office” and had a very 

satisfactory talk with him. If he dont come to the Wednesday open meeting he promises to write 

something. 

 Later H and Marinobel Smith Wheelock had a conference by phone. I suggested that 

Warren Wheelock might design a seal for the N.M. Alliance for Arts. 

 

July 11, 1949 This morning is clouded over and I took my spade in hand and went to work 

repairing the “dykes” along the road. There is a great deal of washed sand & gravel around the 

rim of our house & road. 

 H. busy all day. She telegraphed Miss Kraushaar of Wednesday meeting and asked her to 

get some statement from Director of Artists Equity telling him that “Chicago plan” allotting a 

proportion of the $12.00 to the local chapter.1573 Randall Davey is the local director - few artists 

are members. 

 In the afternoon the rain returned. Ira Anna and Diana came out to carry mail for Helen. 

Ira is the most obliging human Ive known! 

 
1572 Robert Beverly Hale (1901-1985), curator of American paintings at the Metropolitan Museum, artist, 
anatomical drawing instructor (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Beverly_Hale)  

1573 Artists Equity could not expect members in New Mexico to give all of 12.00 dues to an 
organization based in New York. (Eventually a division of the dues was arranged between 
National & local chapters.) I felt it was useless to drive for membership when failure was to be 
expected. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Beverly_Hale
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 H. kept right on with her “promoting” of the N.M.A.A.. We had a light supper and the 

rain came down in torrents. Tanks overflowing about 50 gals a minute! 

 Later a Mr Jackson1574 of Pojuaque called for Helen in a jeep (which made the roads easy 

riding) and took her off to a meeting about the new childrens school at Dr Hausners house. The 

rain has let up before they start. 

 Helen called me later and said that she would spend the night at Wheelocks. 

 I sat up until 1.15 A.M. worked on some sketches as Historical Parade Float ideas. 

 

July 12, 1949 Phone waked me at 8 oclock but hung up before I answered it. Later Helen called 

from Wheelocks tells me that she will be in town until 11 oclock. 

 At 9 oclock plumbers arrived and installed the new electric water heater. Later the 

electrician will connect it with our electric current. Cloudy early breaking through before noon. 

Not settled looking. 

 The immense amount of erosion of sand & gravel from our hill caused by the two heavy 

rains is enough to make me worry as to the stability of “Sinagua”. I should consult Soil 

Conservation Dept. 

 Helen in Ann Reed’s car came home about 1 oclock. She had a busy morning. 

 In the evening we both made sketches of designs of possibilities for the Fiesta parade. 

 
1574 Unknown. 
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July 13, 1949 The electrician made the necessary connection to the water heater “Frigidaire” and 

was through in an hour. He had lost himself getting out here. We are noting(?) the meter 

registration which the heater causes. Later at Cartwrights I questioned the fact that no release 

valve had been placed on the top as instruction paper ordered. Cartwright say it is not necessary 

also they say that a drain on the outside pipe as instructed is only an unnecessary expense. 

 After dinner (very light!) we drove to town. H. left her painting “Plaza Bar” at the 

Museum and did her shopping for supplies. 

 In the evening, to town again where we had Marynoble Mr Childers1575 (pres. Jr. 

Chamber of Commerce) and Alf & Dorothy Morang to a very bad dinner at Ezras. This meal 

justified all bad reports as to his restaurant. We proceeded to the Museum where we waited 

outside until the door was opened at 8 oclock by Ely. 

 We waited in ----with a small audience for nearly an hour, for the arrival of Bearly 

Hale1576 who finally came in company with B. [Ben] Wolf who had dined him at the “La Fonda” 

hotel. Mr Childers who seems to have cultural ideals for business, conducted the meeting. I 

spoke first on necessity of large membership at 1.00 Annual Dues. Helen spoke clearly and well 

with some disappointment particularly as promised help from Woman’s Club does not appear. 

Mr Ely of museum staff read us paper by Boaz Long Director in re Miss Bartletts plans for Folk 

Art & crafts. Al Morang was next Mr Hale of the Metropolitan Mus of N.Y.C spoke kindly of 

 
1575 Unknown. 

1576 ??? 
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Santa Fe but he must have seen how inadequate the Museum was for an appreciative reception of 

an important visitor. 

 Afterward 26 members came in paid 1.00. Many took blanks. (A few of us went to the 

Mayflower cafe for coffee & beer and talk) B. Wolf pseudo artist & critic quoted (in his talk at 

museum) Twains remark about the weather “Nobody does anything about it”1577 and in his stupid 

way drew a parallel in our attempt to organize an interest in the Arts. This man is unhealt-- 

crooked and a snake in the grass. He should hang himself as the people here begin to understand 

him. 

 We drove home at 12.30 AM. 

  

July 14, 1949 A beautiful day wonderful clouds now and then with periods of sunshine. 

 A quiet day too compared to the phoning and writing H. has been doing for the past 

weeks! She is really relaxing a bit. We had a nice dinner of rabbit stew. Joe & Teresa drove up 

for a chat. The ex of the Women’s group is hung at the museum today. H. has two small 

paintings but she & Teresa (also a member) decided not to go in to see it. Formal opening is on 

next Saturday 16th. 

 I strolled like Adam through Eden this morning. H. and I took a walk east on our road 

early this evening. 

 
1577 The quote “everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does anything about it” is erroneously 
attributed to Twain. It was actually said by author and Twain collaborator Charles Dudley Warner (1829-
1990), with slightly different wording (http://blogs.britannica.com/2010/04/mark-twain-on-the-weather/) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Dudley_Warner)  

http://blogs.britannica.com/2010/04/mark-twain-on-the-weather/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Dudley_Warner
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 Made another drawing for the group of suggestions for Fiesta floats & costumes.1578 

 

July 15, 1949 Out in the sun a while before breakfast. A beautiful day sunny with occasional 

clouds to temper it. 

 At about 11 oclock Mel Hagman City Sanitary inspector called on me but did not fetch 

any of my drawings. I asked him about the installation of the water heater. He said that it would 

pass except that there should be a drain for the “hot water trap” as directed in the circular. 

 Earlier two young men with a tape line(?) from the county survey(?) measured our house 

“Tax Equalization” the purpose. They said they did not need to come in but we persuaded them 

to do so! 

 Sometime after lunch we drove to town left my drawing for the fiesta sketches at 

Museum. H. went in to see and shop at the large new Sears Roebuck Retail Store. I stopped at 

Cartwrights and told them to come out and put on the drain plug. I got very hot and bothered 

waiting in the car with a flannel shirt on. 

 Letter from Cleveland in re my making an etching for their print club. Answering, they 

suggest that I make lithograph of one of my old paintings The Wake of the Ferry. I wont do it. 

 
1578 Sloan designed two Fiesta costumes like Gasoline Pumps.  

 They were put in a display of ideas for the Hysterical Parade of the Fiesta. 

 I had forgotten that the NMAA put on a really good Hysterical Parade for the first time in 
many years. The artists had stopped working for this - a younger generation wanted to be paid 
for having fun (& the town could afford it!) 
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But it gives me an idea for a humorous plate “The Wake on the Ferry (Drunken Irish! 

“Wake”.1579 

 

July 16, 1949 I worked on an old copper plate, once wedding invitation, attempting to recall 

some of my small technical ability of 15 years ago. I was able to lay a more perfect ground and 

did control biting a bit better. But my hand seems stiff at the needle work. 

 At 2.30 in the afternoon H. had a meeting of the Crafts workers in our studio. I retired to 

the little storeroom and worked on the plate. 

 They are hoping to have a good show during the Fiesta and before. Mr Cheney Mrs(?) 

Bass(?sp)Mr Bryce and others seem promising. 

 Mrs. Rosen Dorothy Stewart Agnes Sims some 20 people at six oclock Ira Moscowitz 

called up and came out to consult with me on a matter connected with his Dutton book. John 

Collier (probably urged by his wife seems to want to take precedence over Ira on the title page. 

As Ira made the lithographs first and Collier wrote his article without reference to them and as 

Dutton had already agreed to publish the pictures before Collier came into the matter, it is quite 

clear that Ira is the author of the pictures and not illustrator. 

 I dictated a letter for him to send Dutton, with a copy to Collier. 

 
1579 In correspondence from Cleveland Museum Print Club. They rejected plate “Hold-up on 
Fourteenth Street” - too local in interest! It is a very handsome plate, with Rembrandt qualities of 
chiaroscuro - has shown in Whitney Retrospective. They had the bad taste to want a large 
etching. 

This parody is based on the first version of Wake of the Ferry (see Elzea page 74).  
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 Helen who had gone to town to see the Womens Ex at Museum came home with a Mrs 

Mary Fry Duncan1580 and made a spaghetti dinner for all of us. 

 Mrs D. is a nice woman looks a little like old photos of my mother in her younger days. 

She paints dont draw she stayed and talked until 11.30 and drove home alone. 

 

July 17, 1949 A great day. Helen did very little phoning and she at last started on a wash, 

deferred for the last three weeks. She seems too game(?) is the word to send the wash to a 

laundry. The new heater of water comes in beautifully. 

 We took a good walk toward evening round and round the house. 

 

July 18, 1949 A sunbathing period in the morning with walking. Later in the day I started a new 

attempt at etching a new plate same subject as the last failure. 

 After lunch a young man came by looking for two lost dogs friend of the C--- whose well 

is down 600 feet, no water. Highest point between here and the highway. 

 Teresa & Joe Bakos bade us “good bye!”. They leave tomorrow early in their new Fort 

Station-wagon. Joe has installed a nice bed, and they will be able to dodge some over night 

expenses. A threat of rain just before dark while H. and I took a 25 min. walk around the house. 

 

 
1580 Unknown. 
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July 19, 1949 An hour of sun walking in the buff. Helen finished her washing today and the little 

green piñon trees about the house are merrily clad in sheets and things, out to dry in the sun. 

 I worked on the new etching and find the little store room a bit stuffy in spite of a fan 

going. 

 Late in the afternoon I drove Helen to town and Dr Hausners home where I met the 

principal and his wife Dr MacDonough and Mrs Hausner where Helen conferred as to the set up 

of the new childrens school they are starting. 

 Helen shopped afterward. By mail we received the summer issue of N.M. Quarterly 

Review. My cuts looks quite well. I wrote to Dr Ortega and congratulated him on the magazine. 

 After a good beef steak dinner (we had its twin a few days since) Helen was taken to a 

school meeting in town with the trustees by Mr Collins who has a gallery. I am lonely of 

course.1581 

 

July 20, 1949 Out wrecking the lives of parasitic growth on the juniper trees. 

 A Mr Cheney who is one of the craftsmen working on Helens Festival idea called this 

afternoon. 

 
1581 The only time Sloan was very jealous! This evening he was lonesome & tired of waiting - 
accused me of “mooching around” in the car between hills - with Mr. Collins. I was 
dumbfounded. We discovered that he had watched car lights coming over hills in the dark & 
mislaid one - after making up we realized how deeply touched we both were that such an 
incident could have happened. 

 In a marriage where every hour is precious, so too is the memory of that rare moment of 
quarrel. 
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 I worked on the copper plate again today and toward evening removed the first ground 

and was disappointed again. I may go on with it tomorrow. 

 Helen is still going on with the big wash and is ironing this evening. 

 A short but heavy rain with thunder & lightening toward evening leaves both Eat & West 

tanks overflowing. 

 Nine laps around the house with H. before dinner. 

 We are I suppose about to have our “rainy season which is due at this time. But, we dont 

need it this year. 

 Both tanks are overflowing. 

 

July 21, 1949 Outside after breakfast in the buff and tore off many clumps of parasitic 

“mistletoe” not like the traditional Xmas plant but a nasty clump of tentacles as though a sea 

weed. 

 In the afternoon Helen had some women interested in the Alliance come in to talk to her. 

I kept myself aloof working on the etching in my small store room. Marynobel Smith was one 

Mrs Schenck of the Women’s Club Mrs Ruah Pierce also and a couple more. 

 About 5 oclock it began to rain with thunder and lightening a very heavy down-pour. It 

cleared off by sunset enough for H’s guests to get home all right or so we suppose. 

 Later at dinner time a steady downpour began without dramatics. It sounds as tho it 

would last for hours. 
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 We are worried about erosion of our hill these heavy rains are carrying off sand and 

gravel by the ton! 

 

July 22, 1949 A clear day clouding over in West toward evening. We drove to town went to post 

office and I bought a pound of nitric acid. Helen shopped for groceries and vegetables. I left our 

entries for the coming Annual Ex with Miss Jones at the Museum. 

 In the afternoon leaving me working on my plate Helen drove to town with Mr Cheney 

and attended to matters in connection with the Alliance for the Arts. She returned after 5.30. The 

Reeds with her and she made dinner for us. Joe is looking very well so is Ann and little Patricia. 

Helen says they (the committee) have decided to postpone the Crafts Ex until later using the 

galleries instead of the patio of the Museum. 

 A letter from Joe F. Sloan of Scranton Pa a publicity & advertising newsman who has 

seen an Ex there (Amer. Federation of Arts). He wishes to find out whether we are related 

(Foreign Press Assoc Box 106 Scranton Pa). 

 

July 23, 1949 Out after breakfast in “shorts” and with a shovel I repaired some of my dykes 

about the hill. I worked about two hours and then took a warm shower and lay down for a while. 

This left me feeling fine. 

 Rain started about 1 oclock while we had our dinner. Before 2.30 it was raining hard. 

Helen had a meeting here this afternoon and about 15 attended to talk over the Crafts Ex. 

 I went on working on my etching in the small room off the studio. 
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 After they had left H. and I took a walk along the ridge road and I found that my repairs 

had stood the rain quite well. 

 The sky is clear and innocent looking after the heavy rain, which is seasonable at this 

time “The Rainy Season”. 

 

July 24, 1949 Worked on the plate in the early part of day. Late in the afternoon Don Shuster his 

Helen and two baby boys Don Jr and Tom, along with Dons mother Helen drove up and said 

they were bringing us a “picnic” supper. A short while afterward Ira & Anna and Diana 

Moskowitz drove out and the three children had a nice time together. The Moscowitzs left and 

the visitors made a nice supper for all of us. Helen had the evening off from cooking. They, the 

Shusters, left not long after supper. Don to take his mother home in Santa Fe and then return with 

his family to Albuquerque where he works on some connection with atomic research. 

 During the night I had a severe attack of diarhrea[sic]. I had eaten 1/2 of a large peach. 

Helen had not and had no symptoms. 

 

July 25, 1949 I spent the day in bed. 

 Helen got Mr Cheyney to drive her to town. 

 Dr. Hausner gave her a prescription for my trouble. 

 Later H. went to town to a meeting at Hausners about the school. Mrs Reed took her and 

Joe Reed drove her home at night. 
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 Dr Ortega Editor N.M Quarterly Review writes that Dr Dexter H. Reynolds1582 who wrote 

the article on Industrializing New Mex. likes the drawings I made for his article and would like 

to buy them. 

 

July 26, 1949 Another day in bed for me. I do not suffer at all. The medicine seems to check my 

trouble but I am quite weak and am losing weight. Helen got some one to drive her to town 

where she has business. Returning she had to take a taxi which cost $4.00! We surely do save 

money by having our car! We should drive to town more often and save more money? 

 

July 27, 1949 Shuster called up this morning and I arranged to take H. in to a tea given my 

Marinobel Smith in name of the Alliance for the Arts at La Fonda at 5 PM this afternoon. I then 

to go to Shusters and prove my etched plate. 

 Helen on the phone all morning asking people to meet Qu--- Eaton editor of a musical 

paper at the tea. “Musical America”. I got up this morning early but lay down again for a couple 

of hours before dinner a very bland diet! 

 Mrs Shuster phoned that Shus couldn’t print plate right see us at La Fonda party. 

 We drove Helen to town about 4.30. At LaFonda a right good attendance. Marynobel S. 

Miss Qu--Eaton, Oliver LaFarge, wife Boaz Long, McKinney of the “New Mex” and wife 

Cheney and wife. Miss AE White, Miss Eckles Mrs Johnson. Mrs Mitler a regular summer 

 
1582 Dexter H. Reynolds, “Can New Mexico Be Industrialized?” New Mexico Quarterly 19, 2 (1949). 
(http://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2963&context=nmq)  

http://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2963&context=nmq
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visitor. The guest spoke of possibilities for the Musical matters in the N.M.Alliance for Arts. Tea 

was served, drinks also. Marynoble Smith paid the bill in the name of Alliance. I liked Miss 

Eaton. Max Lange1583 spoke pessimistically said there was no musical talent in Santa Fe! 

 Helen and I home in our car where she made a light supper. I am feeling better. 

  

July 28, 1949 Out after breakfast in another attack on the parasites of the junipers. Getting a 

sunbath at the same time. As I am regarding my self as a convalescent I took it easy all day. 

 At 5.30 in the afternoon Mr & Mrs Konapack with Mary Nobel Smith and Mrs Schenck 

came to talk over an art museum program for the Alliance with Helen. Mr K. has had something 

to do with the Toledo Art Museum. His wife a lively lady went with him to see the view from 

our roof by way of the ladders. They were enthusiastic. 

 We talked at length over the petrification in the Art Museum here lack of personnel etc. 

Mr K. is willing to look at the charter & Bylaws of the Museum of New Mexico, etc to see if the 

Art Museum shall continue as step child of the whole set up. As they were leaving I was 

surprised to see a car with Dr .... coming round the house. He was expected by Helen who is 

going with him to a meeting in re the new private school. She quickly made a sandwich and soup 

supper for me and got into the car with sandwiches for herself. I am alone again to read and hear 

the radio. 

 

 
1583 Not the chess player; unknown. 
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July 29, 1949 In the morning to market in town and I went to a doctor McCoory and had my left 

ear washed out of accumulated wax. 

 In the evening we drove to town1584 and up Canyon Road to the home of Stanley 

Breneiser1585. A picturesque place with huge old apple trees a cozy and artisticly comfortable 

house. He has a s[c]hool of art with a branch on the Camino Monte Sol. I talked to a seated room 

full of students about 30 of them. Helen says I did the job quite well. He has about 6 children of 

his own. Three grown sons who have professions connected with the arts. His wife a comfortable 

motherly woman. The students seemed interested in my remarks. We had informal chat 

afterward and some punch and cookies. We were home about 11.15. I was surprised to be paid 

$10.00 for my talk. 

 A letter from my sister Marianna in Phil’d’a says that she hurt her arm in a fall at home 

but is now doing some painting on her water colors.1586 

 

July 30, 1949 A long sunbath in the morning. These days are very beautiful, warm for Santa Fe. 

Distant rainstorms, fine cloud formations. 

 
1584 Hill and Canyon School see notes 

1585 Stanley Breneiser (1890-1953) painter of desert-, sea-, and landscapes 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Stanley_Grotevent_Breneiser/4800/Stanley_Grotevent_Breneiser.aspx)  

1586 Sister Marianna was beginning to have more trouble with poor circulation in the legs a 
same? condition that made her balance uncertain. She would fall & black her eye or crack her 
wrist & then get back to work at her Blue Book Shop with real Sloan tenacity. Sloan disliked her 
devotion to the Church & childish adulation of him (you could truthfully say she did not know 
him, the man who did the work - because she was so rigid in her orthodox religion, hatred of 
alcohol etc. - but the stern stuff of their family is in this witty little old lady) 

http://www.askart.com/artist/Stanley_Grotevent_Breneiser/4800/Stanley_Grotevent_Breneiser.aspx
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 After lunch Helen & I drove to town. I left her to attend a meeting at the Museum to try 

to get businessmen handling craftsworks to take an interest in the exhibition now planning. 

 I drove out to Will Shusters and he made proofs of my etched plate. I am not too pleased 

with it, maybe I can improve it. 

 I sat and talked with him for two or more hours, he is busy making a motor driven 

abstract colored “picture” for showing in the Fiesta Exhibition at the Museum. It is very 

ingenious in its working And as a new toy he is absorbed in it. 

 Later I picked Helen up and we drove out to our hills where she prepared a good dinner. 

 She is a little dishartened[sic] by the few business men attending the meeting this 

afternoon. 

 Our friend Miss Ruth Martin in N.Y. sends me some especially good smoking tobacco 

for my birthday next Tuesday. 

 

July 31, 1949 Helen is doing the washing today. 

 We had an extra treat during the afternoon. H. surprised me by producing some ice cream 

which she had bought yesterday and which kept in good condition in our electric refrigerator. 

Later in the afternoon we walked over to Joe Bakos place to see that it had not been disturbed. 

Found it all right so far as we could determine. 

 Helen was catching up on her letter writing. 
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 I took up work on my “Plaza” painting which I hope to have ready for the coming Annual 

Ex at the poor little fossilized Art Museum. 

 A rather heavy shower in the afternoon while I was having a good siesta. 

 

August 1, 1949 After breakfast and a period of Sun bathing for me Helen was driven to town by 

Ray Boynton to look over a special small crafts shops day in town. She left me lunch prepared. I 

found the day quite dull. Painted some on the “Monument in the Plaza” panel and exerted myself 

digging and building the edge of our road. Took a nap etc. She returned about 6 oclock and 

reports that she has given up the promotion of the “NM Alliance for the Arts.” Leaving it in the 

hands of Mary Nobel Smith and Mrs Norman Shenk and such others as may be interested. I am 

glad to hear this.1587 

 
1587 I found that we were being “paralyzed” in our efforts for the NMAA by the rumor that it was 
organized by communists. It was best to pull out & let the thing take its course, survive if enough 
people wanted the idea. I had never wanted to do more than start it anyhow. 

 The kind of mind, sitting on the board of an art museum, which states that “reproductions 
in ‘Life’ are good enough for the artists” in answer to proposals for more exhibitions of 
contemporary & traditional art for the benefit of the community (which lives on tourist trade!) that 
kind of mentality destroys creative social effort. 

 The chain reaction of destructive thought like a stifling cancer is a shocking thing to 
experience. It is a blow below the belt to a person innocently working for a good cause. In a 
small community that kind of disease has to burn itself out while common sense attacks the 
fever. 

 Two years later the NMAA remembered that we had started it & helped to finance its 
early days - but in the intervening period our names were “blotted” from its history. 

 Sloan was just relieved that I was through with this social interest. He probably felt that I 
had stirred up a hornet’s nest of jealousies in a provincial town. He was not closely interested in 
the sociological problems of building a democracy having thought, as a Socialist, about the 
economic ones. 
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August 2, 1949 Helen and I drove to town this morning and while I waited in the car she saw Dr 

Hausner about giving up the Alliance job and then did her marketing. These hours in the car are 

not profitable to me. I’m not philosopher enough to make use of them. Back home H made a 

dinner and afterwards we wrote our official resignation of offices in the Alliance. 

 Mrs. Shenk drove out for her and took her to town. I took a nap for a while until a rain 

storm came on from the East. Helen and I had finished dinner about 7.30 and were chatting when 

I heard low voices outside. 

 In a moment I realized that A Surprise Party for my birthday was about to take place. We 

opened the door and Mr & Mrs Wheelock and her sister Mrs Vandenburg and a friend Miss 

Hyde entered with presents. Little Rene V. was along. Before long Moskowitzs, Shusters, Dr & 

Mrs Doummond1588 and Boyntons. Many nice presents and Helen in the afternoon had brought 

me a nice kitten1589. We had a quiet but pleasant evening of this my Seventy Eighth Birthday. I 

would like to be working more but I’m very happy and in quite good health. 

 

 
 Communities without healthy civic organizations are fertile spots for the fascist thinking 
that breeds in fear, hysteria & inertia. We are now (1953) -- the “war of nerves” affects 
education. I saw & felt it in Santa Fe that summer. So we all look for the positive answer to this 
problem - & I consider that my husband, a wise & very sane man, did not face it directly: so he 
expressed no guiding thoughts on the subject - Yet his way of life is one of the answers. 

 He sometimes said that we had to have a theory, or hypothesis on which to build - & that 
it might & very likely had a lot of mistakes in it - and that the theory should not show too much in 
the finished work. 

1588 Probably not a misspelling of “Dumond.” Unknown. 

1589 “Dobie” 
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August 3, 1949 By invitation we went up the canyon to Ran. Davey’s where he gave a cocktail 

party and showed a new part draped nude in the Studio with the artist at easel in the background. 

A quite large canvas but to my mind rather hasty and inconclusive. Several friends arrive. I. 

Moskowitz, Bell Davy’s sister Elizabeth the Saunders (Joe Eckert & man) Ben Wolf & wife. Mr 

& Mrs Hirst1590 music Mr & Mrs Gliddon1591 Shusters and Robert Coates & wife The author of 

the “Profile” of J.S. in the “New Yorker”. I told him how I disliked being called “blue eyed and 

short and stocky”. Gave him a rough idea of what I thought of critics, but Im sure he didnt mind 

it as much as his wife did. Davey thought this article was all right. But since Coates had the order 

for it Nine years before he did it all indications are that he did not really want to write about 

me.1592 

 We were home quite early and our kitten had caught a mouse and was teasing it in real 

“cat & house” style. We shut her in the portal with her victim.1593 

 

August 4, 1949 This morning the kitten welcomed us but no sign of the mouse! 

 
1590 Unknown. 

1591 A “John Glidden” is mentioned as living in Jacona, an unincorporated part of Santa Fe county, in New 
Mexico: A Guide to the Colorful State (1940), page 277. He is also referenced as “John Glidden of Santa 
Fe” in the Aspen Daily Times, February 24, 1949.  

1592 Coates had never done a “Profile” before which may honestly explain some of his 
procrastination. He was a poor interviewer said mildly, “Tell me something funny.” The feeling 
he had for the Nineties had the most warmth, & some of the things he observed about Sloan’s 
character were acute - but I think he did not have enthusiasm for the rest of the profile. A man 
who writes novels does like to plan with some unity! 

1593 The kitten with us next morning, leaving a warm puddle between our feet and then delicately 
patting our faces. We were most entertained. 
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 We drove to San Juan Ranch Club on a ridge road three miles north and East overlooking 

Tesuque Valley. We were invited to have lunch there with Shusters. We arrived and found the S. 

family all there John Adam & Linda were having a swim. The pool quite artfully beautiful the 

cement bottom and edges colored clear & deeper blue. 

 A lovely cool day the mountains to the East overhung with clouds. A bit of a shower 

while we were at lunch. The place is quite finely and comfortably built & furnished. Restful. 

Members pay $15.00 a year. I have known of it for years. They are neighbors but I never saw it 

before. After lunch we drove out 30 miles west to see the Corn Dance at Santa Domingo pueblo. 

Leaving our car off the road toward “Sinagua”. A splendid afternoon. The dance was impressive 

and beautiful as always. Great numbers of visitors and a festival air in the Indian village. Lots of 

side shows and eating ---- & trucks. Literally scores of cars parked outside the town. Saw many 

friends among the spectators. Ira & Anna Moscovitz of course. We stayed until the end. The 

Santa returned to the church by a small group of Indians chanting in Latin! Back to Shusters 

picked up the children. Helen and I gave them all a nice dinner at Georg Park’s Chinese 

Restaurant. Then S. drove us out to where our car waiting and H & I drove home. 

 

August 5, 1949 We drove to town this morning and Helen shopped and we went to the post 

office. Notice that N.M. Quarterly Review is to pay me sixty dollars for my drawings. They say 

it is a token of appreciation only, which is satisfactory to me. 

 Asked for Helens paintings at the Museum but Miss Walter could not find anyone who 

knew where they might be! 
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  We took a walk around the house many times and our Kitten followed us mewing most 

of the time. We have a lot of pleasure out of this addition to our family.1594 

 *Phoned in the morning and asked Cartwright to send a plumber to finish installation of 

drain plug in the water heater. 

 

August 6, 1949 A cloudless morning with a very slight haze over the distances. 

 Later clouds over case with open breaks of sunlight. 

 We took walk around the house in the afternoon and the cat followed us mewing in 

protest! 

 Helen did some ironing but relaxed and read and dozed. I took a long nap before lunch. 

 We find the kitten a great source of entertainment and are already fond of her. 

 Rereading “The Odyssey (Rieu translation)1595 and find it gives the same pleasure as at 

first. 

 

August 7, 1949 1596 Spent a couple of hours “in the buff” getting rid of some of the parasitic 

mistletoe. Fountain pen giving trouble. Have polished the point on charcoal and flat glass 
 

1594 Sloan fell in love with the kitten immediately. A cross between orange tiger & Persian - we 
called it “Dobe” (supposed to be a female - he proved to be a Don Juan). 

 In ten minutes, Sloan was playing with it, calling it “honey” & “darling”. 

1595 E.V. Rieu (1887-1972) British Classicist, translated The Odyssey, which was the first book published 
by Penguin Classics, in 1946 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E._V._Rieu) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E._V._Rieu
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surface. It still has a tendency to scratch. Toward five oclock we drove to town and attended a 

large cocktail party at Dr Hausners home. A rain had just passed over with hail and people from 

Pojuaque had some trouble driving down. It cleared by 5 oclock and guest arrived. We were the 

first ex governor Dempsey and wife Dr & Mrs Travers Christine Hughes, Mrs Cable1597 Mrs 

Wheelock (Marinoble) and her guests Miss Hyde & Mrs ONeill; Randall & Belle Davey. Alan 

Clark and wife Albert Schmidt & Mrs; Dr Fiske, The Konopak’s1598. Two maids furnished the 

refreshments. We left at 6.30 and stopped at Wheelocks for dinner with her sister Miss 

Vanderburg and Marinobels guests. Miss Hyde is very witty and looks pretty and prim middle 

aged. Mrs Oneill is a dress designer from N.Y.C. I believe she is touring in the South West going 

to Gallop this week to see the Indian Ceremonials.1599 

 

August 8, 1949 I opened the door under our back kitchen and let the kitten investigate the hole 

beneath. She was quiet a while and then pounced and came out with a large mouse in her jaws 

which she tortured and then ate. Serene, happy cruelty! In the morning a Miss May. Powers1600 

who is a friend of Mrs Isabel Borden1601 a student of mine came in a taxi out to see me. She is 

going to teach in a mission Indian school knows our book “Gist of Art”. Later in the afternoon 

 
1596 see sketches first pp 

1597 Unknown. 

1598 Could be Mrs. Joan Konopak (1921-2000) and her husband John O. Konopak, who were active in 
Santa Fe society and community affairs (http://obits.abqjournal.com/obits/show/118744)  

1599 The Gallop Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial has been held annually in August since 1922 
(https://gallupceremonial.net/)  

1600 Unknown. 

1601 Unknown. 

http://obits.abqjournal.com/obits/show/118744
https://gallupceremonial.net/


1057 
 

Ira Moscowitz Anna & Diana picked her up in town and brought her out again. Marinobel 

Wheelock & Mrs Oneill also came to talk with Ira about the trip to Gallup ceremony. 

 Helen served fruit juice and a new made cake. We had our supper and a quiet evening 

together. 

 *I signed a brief written by Carey McWilliams1602 to be presented “amicus Curei”? to the 

Supreme Court which clearly shows the Fascistic trend in the Investigating Committee on 

unamerican activities. 

 

August 9, 1949 We drove to town and to Mrs Dr Hausners where it being lunch time she insisted 

on our having large ham sandwiches. She & Helen talked over the new school. 

 Back at Sinagua I worked on the Monument in the Plaza picture. 

 Later we walked ten times around the house followed by the kitten protesting all the 

while.  

 The kitten caught a mouse outside just after sunset. She ate it after ceremonies! Shuster 

came out to make color photos of the paintings by him that I own. As he had forgotten his films I 

rode back to town with him where he picked them up and drove back. 

 
1602 Carey McWilliams (1905-1980) journalist and lawyer, progressive writer, accused of Communism. 
The amicus brief Sloan mentions was likely the one in support of the Hollywood Ten, who were 
convicted of contempt of Congress by refusing to answer HUAC’s questions 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carey_McWilliams_(journalist)) (http://historicechopark.org/history-
landmarks/people/carey-mcwilliams/)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carey_McWilliams_(journalist))
http://historicechopark.org/history-landmarks/people/carey-mcwilliams/
http://historicechopark.org/history-landmarks/people/carey-mcwilliams/
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 The cat caught another mouse in the evening, proudly parading it before us where Shuster 

was photographing. He made some of my paintings at same time. 

 He finished about 11.30. 

 

August 10, 1949 Spent much of the morning on the hills Manicuring junipers. While doing so I 

lost one of my good Kirsten pipes which I had stuck in my hat under ribbon. At lunch H. tells me 

that Dr Reg. Fisher at the museum will see me this afternoon. We drove to town about 3.30 and 

took my picture “Monument in the Plaza” to go with the coming Annual Ex which opens next 

week. 

 Dr Fisher received us in his office. He seems to have no objection to the Alliance for the 

Arts and we feel that he has been doing what he could with the limited resources of the Art 

section. Boaz Long came in and joined the talk which I think got nowhere in particular. We got a 

booklet of incorporation particulars And we stayed long enough to get a $1.00 fine notice on our 

car. Mailed a check to the P.D. 

 It is clear that The School of Amer. Research and or the Am. Institute of Archaeology is 

the leading and important factor in the set up. The Art section was put in the new building but the 

“School” is in complete control.1603  

 
1603 The Art Gallery of the Museum of N.M. had an “Open Door” policy from its start in 1917. 
Henri’s influence with Dr Hewett was responsible for this. There was an unwritten policy also, of 
obtaining only Southwestern art for the permanent collection. On these grounds the Museum 
had refused Witter Bynner’s collections of Chinese paintings & jades - which he wanted to leave 
with his Indian things for study of the cultural relationship. One result of the NMAA was the 
Museum’s decision to approach Bynner with a “change of mind” - to the enrichment of its picture 
collection! 
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August 11, 1949 I lost one of my Kirsten pipes yesterday and spent my two hours of sunning 

today in a futile search for it. 

 After lunch Mrs Duncan who was here one evening not long ago, drov[e] out to have a 

talk with H. who gave her about 3 hours. 

 I hid in my little etching room and did some work on the plate ------------ 

 Our kitten is ailing. Her 2 mice Tuesday evening seem to have left an impediment in her 

throat. She cant or wont eat. 

 
 In early years there were studios for visiting artists, one of which Sloan had in 1919, 
where he did a great deal of work. It was perhaps the most prolific summer of all until 1946, in 
quantity of pictures. 

 Artists who resided in the state for 3 months were permitted to exhibit in the Annual 
Exhibition & might apply for space in group shows or one-man shows in a single alcove. 
Considerable politics were involved in the one-man show dates etc. 

 When the “powers” of the Museum did not want a selected exhibition, they retreated to 
the “Open Door” policy. This was an excuse raised against craft exhibitions prepared on a 
quality basis, & the answer to criticism of the low standards of Indian work which were 
automatically encouraged by “Museum” sales, to tourists. 

 Fortunately one sympathetic board member pointed out that the Museum could accept a 
“whole” exhibition selected by a Committee or organization, so the NMAA was allowed to show 
“screened” craft work this year & in subsequent years. 

 The conservative pueblo Indians were very proud of sending their good things to the 
Museum show. Taos, San Ildefonco & San Domingo artists told tourists to “see my real work in 
the Museum.” 

 This show could have continued the educational work of the Exposition of Indian Tribal 
Arts, for the Indians, & helped Spanish-American as well as Anglo craftsmen. The craft artists 
understood the need for cooperation better than the painters. 
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 Helen painted to night on a panel of four “young girls in Subway,” which she may if it 

goes well take to the Annual tomorrow. 

 Reading Edith Hendersons interesting application of classic scholarship to modern times 

the title “The Greek Way to Western Civilization”. It is a very important and entertaining and 

informing book.1604 

 

August 12, 1949 As the little cat is worse this morning we put her in a cardboard box and drove 

to town and out to Dr Weist’s veterinarians who on examination told us that she has distemper! 

We left her for treatment but we do not have very much hope for her life. 

 Back to Sinagua where Helen worked on the picture for the Annual Ex. 

 About three oclock we drove to town again and Helen took her picture to the Museum. 

we went to the Post Office. 

 Afterward to W. Shuster’s studio where he made two prints from my etched plate which 

looks rather better now. 

 H. left the pamphlet of the legal reports of the School of Amer. Research. with Mr 

Konapak who is to read it as to possibly getting more action into the Art Museum. 

 We miss the little kitten about the house. 
 

1604 Edith Hamilton’s book was a favorite of Sloan’s which he often recommended. Such reading 
made him more thoughtful about tyrrany[sic] in Russia & its fanatic drive for power. It was a 
good balance to his impulse for the “under dog” - which sometimes made him close his 
reasoning mind to the unreasonable process of Soviet communism 

Edith Hamilton (1867-1963) Classicist, writer, educator (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edith_Hamilton)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edith_Hamilton
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August 13, 1949 Sunning my skin on the hillside this morning no pipe in sight. 

 We passed a quiet day at home. H. had a few phone calls. 

 We wonder if any invitation to the opening of the Annual Ex have been sent out. We 

have had none. Nor has Marinobel S nor had Shusters yesterday. 

 Called Dr Wiest veterinarian who says the kitten is still alive, fever gone. 

 

August 14, 1949 Worked on the plate this morning and think I now need another proof. 

 In the afternoon we went to the opening of the Annual Ex at the Art gallery. It should not 

be called a museum. 

 The Ex was fair - it is an open door (one thing good about it) and altho no invitations had 

been sent out there was a good number of exhibitors and their friends. My picture is in a gallery 

that has too much sunlight and it will suffer. Helen also has a little too much light on her panel. 

R. Daveys nude with blue drape does not look well. It is thin and colorless. Im sorry. 

 We went to the Wheelocks after for afternoon tea. Several friend of Marinobels were 

there. Mrs Mittler1605 & her brother Miss Nichols1606 Mr & Mrs Clark (working on the Alliance) 

Miss Jenkins1607 a young art student lately in N.Y.C. Miss Williams1608? tall friend of 

 
1605 Unknown. 

1606 Unknown. 

1607 Unknown. 
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Marinobel’s who is going to stay with them a while. And others. We came home about 7 oclock 

light supper and read during the evening. 

 Geo. Orwells imaginary novel of “1984”1609 is ominous! 

 

August 15, 1949 Sunning myself in the morning on the hill. In the afternoon H. and I drove to 

town and I left her at Wheelock’s and attended a meeting called by Dr Fisher of the Art 

Committee at the Museum. 

 We elected two members to succeed R. Davey and Jonson(sp?) whose terms expire. 

Kenneth Adams and Cady Wells were chosen. 

 We declined gift of another of Mrs Grant’s paintings. 

 I notified them that I did not wish to have the retrospective ex. proposed last fall. Do not 

feel it would be advantageous to the gallery or to me. 

 Fisher spoke of the alliance and its suggestion for the gallery of the School of American 

Research. I said that since discovering this was not an Art Museum (merely a department of the 

School of Amer Research of the Amer. Institute of Archaeology) that I did not think the alliance 

could as yet concern itself in the gallery. 

 I stated that new officers were being chosen and that nothing I had said could be official. 

 Back to pick up Helen and get our kitten who has been cured of distemper. 

 
1608 Unknown. 

1609 George Orwell (1903-1950) published Nineteen Eighty-Four in June 1949 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineteen_Eighty-Four)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nineteen_Eighty-Four
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August 16, 1949 Out on the hills of gravel and piñons and junipers in a sunny search for my pipe 

*Luckily I found it! Almost like a needle in a haystack________________A two hour or more 

search but, rewarded!! 

 We enjoy having our “Dobie” cat back too! 

 In the evening we went to town and attended a meeting at the Clarks home. He is a very 

good architect and Mrs Clark is head of the Parent-Teachers group in Santa Fe. She is going to 

try to interest the PTs in the Alliance. 

 Present at the meeting another Mr Clark1610 of the State Tourists Beaureau[sic] who is 

helping the Craft show publicity an ex newspaper man and very intelligent. Mr Woodman1611 

who is prominent in Social enterprise in S.F. Mr Thiele1612 a business man who organized 

childrens painting ex for the Lions Club1613 last winter. Marinobel Smith & Mr Wheelock and her 

friend from Atlanta Miss Williams. Dr Ortega came and returned my drawings for the N.M 

Quarterly Review. 

 Woodman & Thiele accepted directorships in Alliance and many other names were 

suggested. Helen left with Marinobel S. her papers to be given to a secretary when chosen. A 

meeting open public is to be arranged before end of August. 

 
1610 Unknown. 

1611 Unknown. 

1612 Unknown. 

1613 Santa Fe Lions Club archvies are not available online. 
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August 17 1949 Out this morning to S.W. on hill waging my extermination of the parasites. 

 In the afternoon Mr Bass1614 (who has a sort of arts & craft business and is helping Mr 

Cheney1615 organize the Ex of crafts for next month) drove out to talk with Helen. He brought a 

painting by Hal West1616 which H. had told me of. It is a good thing. Interior of a bare bar room 

in Cerillos where the town is about deserted “Joe Zucals. Cerillos N.M” is the title and it is worth 

seeing such a studious piece of S.Western life. We bought it from Mr Bass for 300.00. he said he 

paid 150.00 and will give West $100.00 with the stipulation that he ceases house painting for a 

period and does some picture painting. He may go on to still better things. I rather think his work 

is more interesting than the N.M favorite Peter Hurd. 

 The kitten “Dobie” followed us in a walk five times around the house = 1/2 mile. Helen is 

ironing tonight. 

 

August 18, 1949 In the morning out in the sun tearing off the enemies of Junipers. 

 
1614 Unknown. 

1615 Unknown. 

1616 Harold “Hal” West (1902-1960) painter based in Santa Fe, WPA artist, formerly a guard at Santa Fe 
internment camp during World War 2 (https://www.thematthewsgallery.com/Artist-
Info.cfm?ArtistsID=246) 
(http://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasatiempo/books/readings_signings/stratospheric-storyteller-artist-
jerry-west/article_53f126b6-f5e2-572e-b6dd-7a37ebc1b951.html)  

https://www.thematthewsgallery.com/Artist-Info.cfm?ArtistsID=246
https://www.thematthewsgallery.com/Artist-Info.cfm?ArtistsID=246
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasatiempo/books/readings_signings/stratospheric-storyteller-artist-jerry-west/article_53f126b6-f5e2-572e-b6dd-7a37ebc1b951.html
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/pasatiempo/books/readings_signings/stratospheric-storyteller-artist-jerry-west/article_53f126b6-f5e2-572e-b6dd-7a37ebc1b951.html
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 In the evening we went to town to attend the performance of the Corelli players at the 

Museum auditorium in “Antigone and the Tyrant”1617 translated from the French. The play was 

to my mind, done very well. The audience (at $1.80 and $1.20) was not very large perhaps 175 

people. We had to go as it was given “under auspices of the N.M. Alliance for the Arts”. But we 

both enjoyed the show. Vernon Young1618 as Creon and his wife Pat Corelli1619 as “Antigone” 

were very good. There is no stage in the proper sense. The School of Amer. Research charges 

rent for the hall! Very few men in the audience. They dread anthing “cultural”. 

 We left to get our car. Found it, but the battery had expired. We walked to Reeds where 

we saw Joe and his friend Sergio had a drink and conversation. Ann Reed drove us home very 

kindly. We do not drive our car enough to charge the battery. 

 

August 19, 1949 As arranged at Closson’s last night our car was driven out to us this morning 

about 11 oclock. We drove the young man back to town and H. did a lot of shopping for 

supplies. 

 
1617 Likely Antigone by French playwright Jean Anouilh (1910-1987), which premiered in 1944 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigone_(Anouilh_play)). In New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 19 [1949], Iss. 
3, the play is called Antigone and the Tyrant (page 6 of PDF) 
(http://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3002&context=nmq)  

1618 Vernon Young (1912-1986) British-born film critic, actor, stage director 
(http://www.nytimes.com/1986/08/23/obituaries/vernon-young-74-freelancer-for-film-and-literary-
reviews.html)  

1619 Pat Corelli is mentioned in several sources as Young’s wife. No dates found. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigone_(Anouilh_play))
http://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3002&context=nmq
http://www.nytimes.com/1986/08/23/obituaries/vernon-young-74-freelancer-for-film-and-literary-reviews.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1986/08/23/obituaries/vernon-young-74-freelancer-for-film-and-literary-reviews.html
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 Back to “Sinagua” and Helen prepared our lunch. The kitten is very well again and in the 

afternoon we walked to the foot of Bakos’ hill. She padded along after us like a rather quiet little 

dog. 

 Reading “Humanism as a philosophy” by Colin Lamont1620 and it suits my ideas and 

clarifies them. 

 If only I would or could make one drawing each day! So much more worth while than 

this diary! 

 

August 20, 1949 A couple of hours in the sun scantly draped and ripping the growth off the trees 

to the west of the house. 

 Helen gives me two extra light feedings between meals. 

 In the afternoon Helen was busy arranging with the able help of Ira Moskowitz to amuse 

some children in the patio of the Museum. Ira got Ben Wolf to tell children’s stories and Ira did 

some Indian chants. The puppet show arranged for had called it off But Helen hears in the 

evening that Wolf was a great success and the kids were well pleased with the event (under the 

auspices of the NM Alliance for the Arts it would have been important if it had not been done). 

 We walked followed by “Dobie” the kitten 8 times round the house. 

 
1620 Corliss Lamont (1902-1995), socialist writer, director of ACLU for several decades 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corliss_Lamont). Philosophy of Humanism was published in 1949 
(https://www.corliss-lamont.org/philos8.htm)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corliss_Lamont
https://www.corliss-lamont.org/philos8.htm
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 Two girls from San Juan Club which put on a horse show today came to our door looking 

for two stray black horses. We had not seen them. 

 

August 21, 1949 With the kitten following me I went down the hill to the S.W. on my 

exterminating campaign against the parasites. All these days are clear and not warm. 

 I worked on a new plate having made the drawing on tissue. The idea is I think amusing. 

A hearse and merry making mourners on the front of a ferry boat. The title: “A Wake on the 

Ferry”. (I have made 2 paintings with titles “Wake of the Ferry”) 

 In the evening Mr & Mrs Drummond drove out to see us. What the ladies talked of I dont 

know. He and I were talking of art. He has been reading “Gist of Art” and says that he enjoys it. 

He is a friend of Frank & Lloyd Wright the architect, who has made him a house plan which he 

hopes to build here in Santa Fe. 

 Our kitten Dobie would not walk with us early this evening. Perhaps thinks that this 

mornings walk with me was sufficient for the day. Why do I write this stuff. I hate to get behind 

with it. And yet its a lot of nothing! 

 

August 22, 1949 Went down the hill to south this morning. Rid some trees of the pests. 

 We took a walk in the afternoon carried the kitten part way to get her going. 

 I worked on the new plate of “Wake on the Ferry” just needlework so far. 
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 Ann Reed with Patricia brought her father and mother out to see us late this afternoon. 

They motored from Kansas and as usual are charmed with N. Mex. landscape and climate. Their 

name Lapfer is hard to remember. They are very nice people and he has quite recovered from the 

explosion in the cellar of his home two years ago. A gas water heater the cause. 

 After they had gone our kitten “Dobie” caught another mouse brought it in to the living 

room and put it through the torture routine before eating it. 

 The day is quite warm for Santa Fe but there is a decided haze of smoke probably from 

large forest fires now raging in the Northern West States1621. 

 

August 23, 1949 Victor Higgins1622 one of the earliest artists to paint in Taos died this morning 

aged 65. He was one of the best a good colorist and independent in his work. 

 We had an amusing incident in the house this morning. A bird dropped into the stove 

pipe of the oil heater probably 24 hours since as the cat noticed noises. He flew out into the room 

today and I caught him before “Dobie” cat, and put him out doors. 

 I put in an hour or more on the junipers. After lunch I worked on the “Wake on the Ferry” 

plate after a nap in the afternoon. 

 In the evening W. Shuster phoned and Helen talked to him. He’s working on the Zozobra 

fire works for the Fiesta opening. He says he will have time to prove my plate when ready. 
 

1621 The Mann Gulch Fire burned thousands of acres over five days (beginning August 5) in Montana, and 
claimed the lives of 13 firefighter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mann_Gulch_Fire)  

1622 William Victor Higgins (1884-1949), painter who trained in Chicago, Paris, and Munich 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Victor_Higgins)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mann_Gulch_Fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Victor_Higgins
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August 24, 1949 Worked on the etching in the morning and later drove H. to town and the Post 

office. She did some marketing and also brought home an electric “White” sewing machine1623. 

She tells me that she waited until she had shifted the Alliance work before breaking the news of 

the machine to me! 

 After lunch we had 77 gals of oil delivered on the hill. Ernest Knee who is living in 

Shusters homestead beyond us was getting 300 gals. for the winter and told us of the oil truck 

coming our way. 

 Back to the etching in the afternoon. The plate looks pretty well. 

 We walked with “Dobie” along the east road and while H. and I stripped some sick 

junipers, the kitten climbed trees! 

 

August 25, 1949 This morning drove to town with Helen and she went to spend the interval at 

Mrs Wheelocks while I attended the annual (40th) meeting of the Board of Governors of the 

Amer. School of Research and Museum of New Mexico. Boaz Long director Paul AF Walter1624 

Chairman and a good attendance. Miss AE White brought up the need for guards for the Art 

Gallery. I took up the idea and spoke for more activity exch. of exhibitions even the feasibility of 

 
1623 The White Sewing Machine company was founded in 1858 and was acquired multiple times until the 
brand name was discontinued in 2006 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Sewing_Machine_Company)  

1624 Paul A.F. Walter (1873-1966) is listed as one of the founders of the New Mexico Historical Review. 
He also wrote articles and books on Santa Fe cultural history (http://www.hsnm.org/about/) 
(https://billiongraves.com/grave/PAUL-A-F-WALTER/11785844)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Sewing_Machine_Company
http://www.hsnm.org/about/
https://billiongraves.com/grave/PAUL-A-F-WALTER/11785844
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a separate Board of Directors of the Art Museum (under the School of research of course). Dr 

Reg Fisher is doing good work but the staff should be enlarged. B. Long’s salary raised to 

$7500.00 per year. I also asked if some of the Foundations might not be asked for assistance. Mr 

Walter said all had been tried! I can see while a poor state like N.M. should carry so much of the 

expense. We had dinner at La Fonda at 1 oclock followed by more discussion. My ideas seem to 

have made me “bad boy” But reelected for 4 years until 1953 December! 

 In speaking to a Miss Johnson of Hartford Conn who thought the Art Museum “full of 

life” I remarked that if you turned over a flat stone in the woods you would see lots of life! 

Creeping squirming in a small world of their own - that this was the case of the Santa Fe artists, 

no contacts with the great world of the past etc. Well a good day but fatiguing. Picked up Helen 

at Marinobel’s and we drove home. 

 Current No. of ‘LIFE”1625 has a full page color repro of my “Hairdresser’s Windows 

Sixth Avenue” from the Hartford Athenaeum no pay for me!16261627 

 W. Shuster phoned asking me to go up to Taos funeral of V. Higgins tomorrow. I said 

yes. 

 Agreed on spending money of “N.M. Painters” for flowers. 

 

 
1625 See the August 29, 1949 issue, page 62. 

1626 Hairdresser’s Window (Wadsworth Atheneum) Elzea 84 

1627 Sloan wrote “Life” an amusing letter, & got 300.00 (I believe) for use of the picture. He was 
one of the first artists to establish a policy about this with “Life” - having made the same request 
several years before when the “Picnic Grounds” was reproduced. His stand helped Artists 
Equity to arrange a regular reproduction fee basis with “Life.” 
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August 26, 1949 Last night I wrote a resolution of regret for death of Victor Higgins of Taos at 

request of the Chairman of the Board Mr Walter. 

 This morning worked on The Wake plate. After lunch (at 1.30) W Shuster drove up to 

take us up to Taos. We arrived after 3 oclock and attended the funeral of Victor Higgins. Many 

cars and their occupants were on the grounds around his very fine adobe style house. Met 

Andrew Dasburg who has been quite ill during the last years. Phillips1628 of Taos Young 

hunter1629 and others including Spud Johnson1630 once a close friend of Wytter Byuner of Santa 

Fe. Saw Freda Lawrence1631 and Higgins daughter Mrs Allan Reed1632 Randall Davey & Gustave 

Bauman of Santa Fe were present. Davey with his little English car. Driving home through the 

beautiful Rio Grande valley we in Shusters car kept right back of Daveys until we took a short 

cut and waited for Davey to come by on the return to the highway. We waited more than 12 

minutes then decided that the joke was on us and he had gone ahead. Shus drove us home and 

had a couple of JJJameson’s with us and a light supper. We talked of the short coverage of the 

Art Gallery. He left shortly after 9 oclock. 

 A pleasant afternoon in sad line of duty. 

 
1628 Bert Phillips (1868-1956), founding member of Taos Society of Artists 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bert_Geer_Phillips)  

1629 John Young-Hunter (1874-1955) Scottish-born painter active in the Southwest 
(https://www.medicinemangallery.com/john-young-hunter-biography)  

1630 Walter Willard “Spud” Johnson (1897-1968), writer, poet, editor 
(http://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/fasearch/findingAid.cfm?eadid=00063)  

1631 Frieda Lawrence (1879-1956) wife of D.H. Lawrence, born in France, moved to New Mexico after 
World War 1, thought to have partially inspired Lady Chatterley’s Lover 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frieda_Lawrence)  

1632 Could be Paul Allen Reed (1919-2015), but maybe too early for him to be in New Mexico? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bert_Geer_Phillips
https://www.medicinemangallery.com/john-young-hunter-biography
http://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/fasearch/findingAid.cfm?eadid=00063
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frieda_Lawrence
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August 27, 1949 We have decided to go to Miss Whites costume party. Helens started after 

breakfast. We looked through the trunks of odds & ends of stuff from past Fiestas. She worked 

like a wise little beaver all day and turned out two very good Renaissance Costumes. My rig 

looks like a man from a picture by Botecelli. She made a beautiful green dress of the period. My 

costume and cap in scarlet, with my long black wig curled under1633. With short period out to 

make lunch Helen and I were ready at 7 PM and drove to town and to Miss Whites. A good 

number were already in her large “Chapel” and the bar was in operation at a lively rate. 

 All of Santa Fe’s “best people” were the most in costumes and with masks. Some were 

more ornate and expensive but ours were more original. Miss White complemented me 

enthusiastically. We had a very good time. There was a short pantomime after a while which was 

not very good. The bar closed before leaving at 10 oclock. A very nice evening. I had fun. I 

always like to wear a good costume. I cut loose. Helen drove the car home and we had to break 

in to get in. Our keys had been locked in when we left. 

 I had worked a couple of hours during the afternoon on my plate which is ready to prove. 

 *”Seventeen” magazine1634 for teenagers has asked me to illustrate a story (Ant. 

Kraushaar telegraphs me). I accepted by collect telegram. 

 

August 28, 1949 Feeling fine after a good nights sleep and up by 7.30. 
 

1633 Based on Sloan’s description he seems to have dressed up as the subject of Portrait of a Young Man 
(1465-70) (Philadelphia Museum of Art). Unknown what Helen’s costume was. 

1634 The Auction (private collection) Elzea 1231 
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 Went out and manicured two badly infested Junipers. The day is cool and a little windy. 

 Wonderful Helen is cleaning the house after her competent and satisfactory triumph of 

yesterday. Shes a loss to the stage her work in that line at the King Coit School brought out her 

talent in scenery and costume design. 

 In the afternoon Lottee Ring (whom I knew years ago when Tom Ring her ex 1st was 

aviator was alive) phoned and drove out to see us. She had her daughter with her and daughter’s 

two boys, one about 4 yrs and the other a big stout Churchill-looking baby. We enjoyed their 

visit which “Dobie” enlivened by fetching in a mouse which she proceeded to torture and 

afterward ate. After they left we took a walk on our east road followed by the kitten. 

 *We picked up the mss. of the story of “17” at P.O. last night. It is an auction store and 

not at all inspiring pictorially. If I was in NY. I could go to some of the University Place rooms 

and get background. 

 

August 29, 1949 After breakfast this morning we drove to town and W. Shusters studio where he 

proved both of my plates. “The Hold up on the Limited” the first and The Wake on the Ferry” 

the new one which will need more work. He also showed us the color films he made of paintings 

a couple of weeks ago. They came out quite well. Selma invited us to stay to lunch. Leaving we 

went down town and Helen did her shopping while I went to the Museum Library and got a book 
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on collection antiques to help me on data for the illustration of the “Seventeen”1635 story which 

lies heavy on my mind. 

 We returned home pretty late in the afternoon and later took a walk on the ridge road 

followed as usual by the kitten. 

 Joe Reed and Ann and Patricia drove up and waited for us. Came in with us and H. 

served sherry. Joe is silent partner in a new mens wear business which will open soon. 

 

August 30, 1949 Feeling rather poorly this morning perhaps on account of worrying over the 

illustration for “17”. 

 In the afternoon after lying down for a while, we drove to town and I made some research 

on antiques at the library of the Old Palaces.1636 

 *In the evening Joe & Teresa Bakos drove up returning from their long auto trip to 

California (San Francisco). They saw the Yosemite Val. Brice canyon Death Valley and many 

beautiful sights. Went west by northern route East returning by the southern A.T & S.F. route. 

They both look suntanned and Teresa has a slight fracture of her right shoulder blade (about 2 

weeks since). They left to go to their hill home to the west of us. 
 

1635 According to Elzea, the work was The Auction (Elzea 1231) and was published in its January 1950 
issue on pp 60-61. The work is now in a private collection. 

1636 The Art Museum “Art” Library was very poor. A minimum collection from the Carnegie 
Foundation & some odds & ends. 

 (I gave them my library of craft books which they scarcely wanted. Received no letter of 
acknowledgement until asking for receipt to use for Income Tax deductions. This attitude made 
me feel that the museum did not deserve to be given any of Sloan’s pictures & he felt strongly 
that they should be given none. 
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August 31, 1949 Succeeded in getting down to work on the panel for illustration ‘17” and 

starting made me feel better. 

 In the afternoon we had a visit from one of the countrys good craftsmen Warren 

Gilbertson1637 who came with Mrs Perret former wife of the surgeon of Santa Fe. He had seen 

Boaz Long. 

 Helen and he had an interesting talk about the crafts in Santa Fe and in the U.S. He has a 

plan which would require a lot of money to increase interest in the Indian pottery and get it back 

to good quality as of old. Helen thought he should come here to start his own pottery and teach. 

 Joe & Teresa came to dinner and brought a watermellon[sic]. We passed a pleasant 

evening. Joe gave accounts of his travels. A Russian painter stout & jolly they met in the 

Yosemite very amusing in his talk. 

 

September 1, 1949 This morning we drove to town and I went to the Art gallery where with Dr 

Fisher Van Soelen, Gus Bauman and Kenneth Adams and Raymond Jonson of the Art 

Committee we chose a painting for purchase. I wanted to select a portrait1638 of Mrs Freda 

 
1637 Warren Gilbertson (?-1954), ceramicist known for his use of the Japanese raku ware technique 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raku_ware). See Steven Branfman’s Mastering Raku: Making Ware, 
Glazes, Building Kilns, Firing, pp. 14-15 

1638 Blumenschein did a pastel of Frieda Lawrence in 1947 (Harwood Museum of Art). Could Sloan mean 
that work? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raku_ware
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Lawrence by Blumenstein daughter1639 simple honest good color and of historical interest 50 

years from now. They would have none of it. So at Adams suggestion we took a western group 

Indians1640 etc by Berninghaas1641, one of the old Taos group - its not very good but its well done. 

At any rate I dont they should buy from the Exhibition, they might better spend the money on 

travelling exhibs. Many are available 

 *We bought new tires for the car at Sears Roebuck first for 13 years! We will feel safer. 

 Helen is with Marinobel S. organizing a group for the Fiesta Hysterical parade. We will 

go into it with costumes she made for Miss Whites party. 

 We walked a mile or more this evening with “Dobie” along now and then dashing up a 

piñon tree complaining not at all. A great cat! 

 The silly picture for “Seventeen” is still largely on my mind. 

 

September 2, 1949 Worked rather ineffectively on the illustration for “Seventeen.” 

 
1639 Helen Greene Blumenschein (1909-1989), portraitist and landscape painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Helen_Greene_Blumenschein/4802/Helen_Greene_Blumenschein.aspx)  

1640 None of the Berninghaus paintings available online from the New Mexico Museum of Art fit this 
description or fit the dates. 

1641 Oscar Berninghaus (1874-1952), originally based in St. Louis, later moved to New Mexico and co-
founded Taos Art Colony (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_E._Berninghaus)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Helen_Greene_Blumenschein/4802/Helen_Greene_Blumenschein.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_E._Berninghaus
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 At noon we lunch at La Fonda as guest of Mr & Mrs Mitler1642 who are returning soon to 

New York. She though wealthy has always been a liberal working with the Socialists I 

understand. In the evening we went again to town and to Joe Reeds for supper. Afterward in his 

car we drove with a surrounding swarm of cars out to the ballfield north of Santa Fe where we 

saw Will Shusters great fiery spectacle of “Zozobra” Old Man Gloom. 

 The affair went off splendidly ending after fires fire works music by the Mariachi of 

Chapalla imported for “Fiesta” from Mexico. Joe Reed helped on the fireworks. 

 Back to Reeds for highballs then drove home. Mrs Mitler with whom we lunched this 

noon is an old friend of Marinobel Smith Wheelock and Mr. M. a friend of Thos. Watson of 

Business Machines Co. 

 

September 3, 1949 I worked on the south hillside this morning many parasites bit the dust! The 

exercise and sunshine are good for me, somewhat tired after lunch I took a good nap. 

 Working more hopefully on the illus. for “17”. It seems to give hope of being finished ere 

long. 

 Helen sewing on her new Sears Roebuck sewing machine today. She is about to add 

some ornamental touches to our Renaissance costumes she made for Miss Whites party. 

 Walked around the house drive many times in early evening. “Dobie” the cat follows us 

as usual. She is cutting down the mouse population quite regularly. 
 

1642 Any possibility he is Ernest Mitler (dates unknown), the Assistant District Attorney in New York 
around this time? See The Traffic in Babies: Cross-border Adoption and Baby-selling Between the Untied 
States and Canada by Karen Andrea Balcom, 2011. 
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September 4, 1949 Helen worked all day on the gold and painted makeups for the Fiesta 

Pasatiempo parade tomorrow. I helped by painting two fairly large signs “Renaissance of the 

Arts in New Mexico” to go with decorations by Helen on a car for Marinobel S. I worked quite 

some time on my illustration of Auction room for the “17” story. 

 Dobie the cat caught and ate, after one ceremonial torture, three or four mice. 

 

September 5, 1949 SantaFeista 

 A busy morning Helen and I getting into our costumes gay interpretations of the 

Renaissance period. I worked on a sign etc. We next drove to Santa Fe and to Wheelock’s where 

Marinobel S. has a group of trucks decorating Shuster and Ray Boynton helping among others. 

We put decorations on Miss Williams open car. At two oclock we drove to the assembly on 

Federal place where crowds in costume were mulling around. It was clear that the Alliance 

section would be the chief element in the parade. Shuster was made up as his Zozobra creation 

old & decrepit. Ira Moscowitz as the new born N.M.A.A. and he was very amusing in diapers 

clowning with success. Helen & I walked Mrs John Dorman with us. Joe Bakos a rare bird in 

Fiestas persuaded by the head of department at the High School where he teaches. He had a very 

funny Artist make up. We participants felt it was the best Hysterical parade for years. Marinobel 

Smith should be complimented for her work. 
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 We went to Wheelocks and afterward to dinner at Mrs Clarks and had a good time. She is 

doing good work for the Alliance. I had a bit of a row with Mrs Williams who is a Southerner - 

negro question!! 

 Helen and I drove home before it was late.1643 

 

September 6, 1949 With the Fiesta behind us we enjoy a sense of relief. 

 Drove to town to do some shopping.  

 A letter from Miss Kraushaar tells us that my painting of recent years “The Dance Dress” 

has been bought by Adelaide de Groot1644 who also got a W. Glackens and will eventually place 

her collection in the Metrop. Mus. according to Miss K. 

 My sister Marianna writes that she is working on some of her old unfinished water colors 

also the sad news that she has frequent falls due to uncertain(?) in use of her feet. 

 A little job of getting carbon brushes and making adjustment to get our vacuum cleaner 

working seems successful.  

 
1643 Sloan had a grand time clowning with Ira. He enjoyed being the “hit” of the parade as in the 
old days. Marinobel Smith’s organizing ability was never appreciated by Santa Fe. A waste of 
talent & loss of IBM interest which might have brought money into the place. 

 Our first summer in 1944 we went on the spur of the moment. He in my black lace 
evening dress, black wig etc. & had a rollicking time as a “madam” - fooling the natives & even 
Bill McNulty, the reporter. 

1644 Adelaide Milton de Groot (1876-1967) artist, art collector/patron 
(http://research.frick.org/directoryweb/browserecord.php?-action=browse&-recid=7284). She left the 
painting to the Metropolitan Museum as part of her will. 

http://research.frick.org/directoryweb/browserecord.php?-action=browse&-recid=7284
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 A moderate shower for a few minutes this afternoon. 

 A nice beefsteak dinner a rare treat for us. 

 

September 7, 1949 Joe & Teresa brought Teresas son Raphael Dorman and his wife Helen to 

see us for a few minutes this morning. They say that they want to take Joe & T. to New York 

next December 

 I worked some hours on the tempera color illus for “Seventeen”. 

 We took a walk east on the hills looked at a north “finger” extending from our new hill 

(to the east of us). The cat followed us the distance nearly a mile. 

 She caught a mouse in the evening played it in our study and lost it. We left her with the 

run of the house, except the bedroom. 

 Helen has received a batch of very handsome little Penguin books printed in England and 

selling here for only 75 cents. They are very well done indeed. 

 

September 8, 1949 In the morning no sign of the mouse but - the rear end & tail of a pack rat! 

She finished these after we had seen it! Some mouser! 

 I worked on the drawing again today taking a nap in the morning and another after lunch. 

I will give it a coat of gelatine and work in the varnish glazes tomorrow. 

 Joe & Teresa stopped a few minutes in the morning. 
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 Helen washed yesterday and ironed today. Why do I write of this chore? Because it is a 

chore and she does it with good humor and grace. Incidently it saves the clothes and much 

money. 

 We walked the cat toward evening. 

 

September 9, 1949 I mailed a proof of the etching made here “The Hold up on Fourteenth 

Street’ (Scene in a little photo gallery with a false rear of California Limited and group of four 2 

girls 2 fellows One one a wooden horse holding a pistol “Hands Up”) Helen wrote to Cleveland 

Art Mus, Miss Leona Prosse1645 offering it in response to her request that I make a plate for their 

Print club. 

 Returning for lunch I worked during the afternoon on the painted illustration of the 

Auction Room for “Seventeen”. 

 A bit of a shower today which alternated with cloudy overcast and bright sunshine. 

 A letter from Bill Bomar mailed Boothbay Harbor, M. says he will be home at the 

“Chelsea” on Sept 19th. Will have an exhibition at Weyhe’s1646 closing Nov 3rd. 

 

 
1645 Unknown. Could be a misspelling. 

1646 Weyhe Gallery records are not reality available online. 
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September 10, 1949 Another day of alternating cloud and sunshine. I worked for an hour on our 

outside entrance to the underground plumbing to the east making it rat proof as possible. No 

signs of their presence. 

 I Painted on the auction illustration and feel that it is nearing as much finish as I can 

achieve. 

 We walked with the cat north over our hillside late in the evening and as we came back 

we met Joe & Ann Reed with Patricia who is four years old today and has started at the new 

school. 

 Looking at some colored reproductions of Carfaccio1647 Titian & Veronese this evening 

one sees why in a machine age and growing laziness and poor craftsmanship our alleged artists 

have fallen back become slipshod soft and gone “modern”. 

 

September 11, 1949 Working on the painted illustration during the day. 

 Helen is working on a couple of panels from her pencil sketches made in New York. One 

is a group of dance students she watched Miss Leteaux teaching. The other is a woman hanging 

clothes with another mother working on childs hair.  

 While walking around the house toward evening, with the cat following, Joe and Teresa 

drove by on the way home. 

 Dramatic clouds showers and brilliant sunshine through the day with a big rainbow and a 

red shaft of sun on the mountains to the east. 
 

1647 Vittore Carpaccio (1465-1520), Venetian painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vittore_Carpaccio)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vittore_Carpaccio
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September 12, 1949 In the morning I went down the hill to the south and rid several trees of 

their parasitic growth. 

 Worked several hours on the illustration. Took a nap after lunch 45 minutes. I am uneasy 

about the thing Im painting. Helen had a go at her panels in the afternoon and we both took a 

walk to the east in the sunset followed by the wonder cat Dobie. 

 In the evening she brought in a mouse put it through apetizing[sic] process and 

dispatched it. Later on she caught a large pack rat which gave her some trouble to corner. She 

killed it promptly and I took it from her feeling that it was too large a meal for her. Threw it out. 

 

September 13, 1949 A nearly gray day. The sun broke through a few times and on our hill we 

had light showers, although these were distant heavy rains. 

 I worked on my illustration panel all during the day. Took a nap after lunch. We were to 

go to town this evening for an Alliance meeting but as it was raining after supper H. phoned and 

excused us. If the people in charge of organization here in town cant do it It had best drop. I feel 

that H. did two months work trying to found something that would help Marinobel Smith do a 

job for Santa Fe culture and open a fine aart gallery, and that H. has done her part. 

 Later at night is become clear enough for Dobie to go out mousing. 

 

September 14, 1949 To Santa Fe this morning where Helen got provisions. 
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 The colored painting for “Seventeen” is now finished as far as I can take it at present. It is 

to be returned to me after reproduction. Today it is drying in sun and near the oil heater in the 

living room. 

 In the afternoon Will and Selma Shuster drove out to see us, he likes the illustration. We 

had a high ball and we enjoyed his coming. She seems a bit uneasy with us probably because she 

is quite chummy with Marian Davis who hates us. Speaking of felines our champion “Dobie” 

caught a mouse while we walked around the house after Shusters left but she put it down to give 

it a run too near a pinon tree. The mouse dashed to the top Dobie could not follow branches too 

thick. It got away. After and during supper she stayed out and in about two hours brought 

another indoors and quickly ate it! 

 Joe Bakos brought his sister from the east with her husband and fine son (who is studying 

forestry in Denver). A sturdy healthy woman very fine person Im sure. The son also very fine 

young man. 

 

September 15, 1949 Carefully wrapped the Auction picture for “17” mag and we drove to town 

and shipped it Air Mail Parcel Post. Also to the dentist and left an upper group to be mended. I 

tried a plastic cement yesterday but failed to succeed.  

 Next we took the vacuum cleaner for which we gave Joe Reed a drawing and saw a 

clever agent named Ortega who gave us a talk on the advisability of buying a new one same 

make Electro Lux. We left with the new machine and minus $63.65 Guaranteed anywhere in 

U.S. Back to “Sinagua” for lunch. 
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 I enjoy a great sense of relief with the illustration off my hands. 

 Helen put in a couple of hours cleaning the house with her new Electrolux and found it 

very efficient. 

 We stopped at Museum this morning and picked up our paintings from the Annual Ex. 

 Joe Reed was there hanging an alcove of his paintings. Freshly washed this afternoon our 

cat is out all evening hunting. 

 

September 16, 1949 A clear still cloudless day. Autumnal in feeling. I worked a while on the 

Plaza painting which with Helens “The Engagement Ring” we collected at the Art Gallery where 

H. stopped a while and saw the committee arranging the Crafts Exhibition which is to open 

under auspices of N.M. Alliance for the Arts on Sunday afternoon. Miss Sims has got a great 

many Indian craft workers into the Ex. 

 Picked up my uppers at the dentists in the morning. We had invited Moskowitzs to dinner 

this evening. They brought Mr & Mrs Louis Rebak who had dropped in on them. Helen had a 

very good roast lamb dinner. Ira Moskowitz Anna and Diana leave for New York on Sunday. He 

intends to stop at the Chelsea Hotel if he can get accomodations[sic] at reasonable rates. We 

bade them good night & good bye. They are very fine people and we will miss them. 

 Today Helen ordered reservations for our return to New York next 14th October two 

weeks earlier than we had intended.  
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September 17, 1949 Another still cloudless beautiful day. The cat Dobie got a mouse in the 

morning and again another in late evening. 

 We walked a mile on our ridge road in the early evening. Dobie came along, as usual. 

 Helen painted on her panels in afternoon. I took a short nap. 

 Phone from Mr Bass in charge of setting the Crafts show tells H. that it is going to look 

well. 

 

September 18, 1949 The important event to us on this beautiful Autumn day was the opening at 

the Art gallery in Town of the work of the Crafts in N.M. It is under the “Auspices of the N.M. 

Alliance for the Arts. We were much surprised & pleased at the results of the committee Mr 

Cheney & Mr Bass and a few others along with Mrs Dietorch & Agnes Sims in the gathering of 

Indian work. The show looks very well in the long gallery to the North such a relief from the 

sad permanent collection of paintings. The Museum did not insure the show which contains 

much silver and many articles of value. Mr Long in a way apologized! 

 This is a real score for the NMAA. We went to dinner at Wheelocks. Marynoble S. is 

pleased and we talked over plans for future activities. Mr Watson of I.B.M.C. has a unique 

miniature rooms collection which if shown next summer would make a great hit. 

 

September 19, 1949 Worked a while on the “Wake on the Ferry” etching and called Shuster 

arranging for a proof this afternoon. 
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 H. is busy writing information matter for use at the Crafts Ex. 

 To town in the afternoon. H. went to the Museum Craft Ex. I to W Shuster’s where he 

proved my “Ferry” plate for me. It looks better but needs attention. Picked up H. at 5 oclock and 

we drove home to Sin Agua. 

 

September 20, 1949 After lunch on this beautiful day in the series we are having, Joe & Teresa 

Bakos stopped for us to go sketching in their new Station wagon. 

 We drove about 1-1/2 hours up to Abiquiu on the Chama. A beautiful trip and we 

decided, Joe & I, to try painting the new church (in Indian style designed by J. Gaw Meems with 

the big hill back of it. H. took another view of the hill. We worked about 21/2 hours I on a 

tempera underpainting Joe in water color H. in oil.1648 

 We stopped about 5 oclock and started home stopping by Bakos invitation to have our 

dinner at a nice restaurant in Española. 

 Joe & Teresa stopped in at our house to talk over the work but all being tired they soon 

left. 

 

 
1648 “Church at Abiquiu” a very handsome picture, with great sense of scale. Sloan made the 
church look smaller, & the great cliff loom over it & held down the size of the people in the 
square - to give the feeling that the scene is observed from a distance. The color is almost 
metallic - as if things beaten on - like copper & pewter & silver & bronze & the sky an endless 
blue with late sun struck clouds 

Church at Abiquiu (Harrison Eiteljorg Collection), Elzea 1232 
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September 21, 1949 Phoning from the La Fonda Mr Samuel Manierre1649 asked if he could meet 

us and Helen told him that we would pick him up and bring him out to lunch. He is from 

Milwaukee and a lecturer on Art. His wife with him. He is crippled by Polio and Encephalitis 

with a bad spinal operation. (Manierre Fogg graduate). 

 I went to Shusters first and he made me two proofs of the “Wake” plate. 

 From there at noon and met Helen and our guests. Out home where H. made a nice lunch. 

He is interested in my work. We returned with them to town and H. did her marketing. 

 Back again to “Sinagua” where we took a walk with the cat. I lifted a flat box and 

“Dobie” instantly got a mouse! 

 Helen cut out pattern of plain green for a dress. 

 

September 22, 1949 Equinox 

I had written the word at head of page many weeks ago. strangely this day is cloudy the 

first for a long time a slight rain for us in the afternoon and others around the distance. 

 We rode to town in the afternoon and stopped into look over the Studio at 314 Garcia 

which Miss A Sims tells us she will leave Oct 1. She pays no rent has acted a[s] caretaker. There 

is a good load of her materials & pictures in the place. A gas heater she installed but we dont find 

the wood stove originaly[sic] there. 

 
1649 Cannot find much information. 
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 Stopped in to see Rosina Brown widow of Dr R. O. Brown who died last winter. She was 

glad to see us. Young Robert & Dorcas are at home. She seemed quite moved. I suppose I recall 

old days to her. I was often a patient of Dr B. 

 Telegram from Miss Kraushaar says that the 17 Mag would like me to make changes in 

color drawing. I refused flatly by telegram to Kraushaar gallery.1650 

 

September 23, 1949 An overcast day with sunny breaks. The President announces that Russia 

has the Atomic Bomb This was expected but not so soon! I cant feel it is a bad thing. The parity 

in this respect may be for the good of the world.(?) 

 Strenuous exercise destroying parasitic growths in the morning. 

 Helen painted during the day at intervals. 

 

September 24, 1949 Another day of sun and cloud formations. 

 In the late afternoon Ann Reed and Patty drove out and spent an hour with us. Joe is up in 

Colorado after shooting trophies. 

 The cat brought in two mice while they were here. 

 

 
1650 “Seventeen” didn’t want to change Mr. Sloan’s way of working, but the people were not 
acceptable for their audience! They reproduced the top third of the painting. Sloan later painted 
out the “hero” & introduced JB Yeats also strengthened the rest of the painting. 
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September 25, 1949 We walked east about a mile to the deep gulch which I started as subject 

for picture last year. The cat “Dobie” followed us all the way and was quite out of breath when 

we arrived at the brink. I sat and studied it for some time. Helen surveyed it walking.  

See sketch 

 Helen described it a like above is my point of view. 

 In the afternoon the Alfau’s came to see us. They have been for some weeks in Mexico. 

He has a sister there. They spoke of a great retrospective ex. of Diego Riberno(sp?) works, and 

how amazing it was. 

 

September 26, 1949 We drove to Santa Fe this morning and I took my two plates to W. Shusters 

studio and told him to make me *25 proofs of each. He says he will be happy to print them. 

 *Later after receiving a letter from V. Porter assistant to Klonis, mgr. of the Art Students 

League ordering 200 proofs of the “Wake on the Ferry” plate I phoned Shuster and increased the 

order on that plate to 225 proofs. I called for Helen at Marinobel Smiths house where they were 

taking alliance matters. We then went to the provision store where Helen shopped. Davey came 

by and said he had been to California on a jury trip. Got out in his little English car at a cost in 

gas & oil of 7.50 each way! 

 A letter from Miss Marget Varga of “Life” tells me that she will have them pay $300.00 

for the reproduction of my painting “Hairdressers Window”. 

 It was a lucky thought writing and asking for some remuneration. And it is just & proper. 
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 Helen ironing during the afternoon. 

 Worked a little on the “gulch” picture. 

 A letter from Walter Pach. 

 

September 27, 1949 Again this morning accompanied by “Dobie” we walked to the “gulch” and 

during the day I worked on the 26x32 panel started last October 

 In the afternoon the Bakos’s called for Helen and she & Teresa attended a meeting of the 

Santa Fe Womens exhibiting group. When they returned Helen got up a nice supper for us. They 

stayed for a while after supper. 

 

September 28, 1949 Once more we took our “constitutional” walking east to the gulch and our 

faithful cat followed us all the way and back. She is pretty well blown when she gets back. The 

afternoon was cloudy and toward evening considerable wind. I lighted our oil heater in the studio 

room. 

 Worked to considerable improvement on the Gulch picture so that when Joe Bakos 

dropped in he liked it well. He & Teresa had seen the Craft show of the Alliance and praised it 

highly. 

 A heavy rain tonight, the first for a long time. 
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September 29, 1949 To town before 9 AM and I had a check up by Dr Hausner. Too much 

smoking of course otherwise in very good shape. Helen followed me for a consultation. 

 We went to call on Joe & Ann Reed for an half hour before we went to the La Fonda 

where at 12 oclock we met Mr Thiele Mr Bass Marinobel Smith Mrs Clark and Mr Joe Clark, 

Mrs Schenk and Mrs Anderson of the High School. After a lunch no place to talk. We went to 

one of the hotels sample rooms where we tried to plan a reception and organization meeting for 

Oct 9th of the Alliance at the Craft Ex in the Museum. 

 Helen hopes that locally they will be able to take over the project for the State of New 

Mexico. 

 Helen did some shopping and we then drove home. 

 A shower in the evening. 

 

September 30, 1949 Helen and I with Dobie walked out on the east hill and destroyed some 

“mistletoe” on the junipers this morning. 

 I napped extensively in the afternoon. The day was overcast in morning with cloud 

breaks and in the afternoon it cleared off latterly with a beautiful Eeast at sunset a huge 

thunderhead back of cumulus banks lit by the warm prismatic sequence caused I think by the sun 

set rays refracted by the ridges of the Jemez mts to the west of us. 

 Called Shuster in the evening and he tells me that his difficulty in chromium plating the 

etchings is about solved. 
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October 1, 1949 Out for an hour or more among the junipers. A phone from the post office 

about a package. We drove in and found proofs of photos from “Sixteen” mag. suggesting that 

they use the upper section of my painting of Auction scene across two pages instead of the 

whole. My figures of girl & young man not glamourous[sic] as expected by their readers! 

Answered that I prefer the entire that I dont deal in glamour. 

 In the evening Marinobel & Warren Wheelock, her sister Mrs Vandenburg and little Réne 

Joe Reed & Ann and little Patricia and Mrs Williams visitor of the Wheelocks all to dinner. Ten 

in all with the big prestwood top on the table. A nice evening with the little boy & girl romping 

and drawing and altogether making us satisfied that we have none of them! 

 The cat left the premises returning as soon as their car left about 9.30 and quiet and 

moonlight settled over our hills. 

 

October 2, 1949 Another beautiful day. Mountains and hills spread under a comfortable sunny --

- of sky. 

 We remained at home on our hills. I went out for a couple of hours and cleared some of 

the junipers of pests. 

 Helen and I both took sunbaths and later Helen started sewing on a dress plaid green. She 

likes her new sewing machine. 
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October 3, 1949 To town this morning with Helen. 

 In the afternoon W. Shuster brought out some proofs of the “Ferry” plate. 

 

October 4, 1949 Phoned Shuster and we drove to town. Helen to go to the Craft show and 

Marinobels I to Shusters where he made several prints of the “Ferry” plate. We finally got it 

going well. 

 I then joined Helen at Marinobel Wheelocks where we were invited to lunch. Wheelock 

has some teaching to do and it pleases him. 

 We drove back to Sinagua about 3.30 in afternoon. 

 Helen did some sewing on a new dress. 

 Dobie the cat improved her score by getting two mice this evening. 

 

October 5, 1949 Working on the gulch panel this morning. During the afternoon W. Shuster 

brought the Ferry plate and proofs. He is still having trouble getting clarity in lights. He laid a 

very good ground for rebiting and we gave it some necessary nips. Helen did some sewing and 

likes her new electric machine very much. 

 After supper in the evening Dobie went out and in a couple of hours paraded into the 

studio with a mouse which she put thro’ its paces and ate. 
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 9.30. The phone rang and Shuster says the proof of the plate is much better and said he 

would bring it out to show me. 

 We decided to send it to Chicago for chrome plating. He feels that his own is not perfect. 

 

October 6, 1949 sketch moon 

 Worked on the coyotes in the gulch this morning for a while then we drove to town and 

to Mr Bass shop on Agua Fria St where H. went in to talk with him on the Craft Ex meeting for 

next Sunday. Thence to Sina(sp?) Plaza where we picked up Helen Shuster and took her to lunch 

at the Chinese restaurant. Leaving her at her office a Sina P. we went to do our shopping and 

then back to “Sinagua” at about 3 PM. Helen sunned herself I worked a little on the “Gulch”. 

 Walking round the house we met Joe B. and Teresa talked a while and they asked us to 

go to Abiquiu tomorrow to go on with sketch made Sep 20th. 

 A total eclipse of the moon this evening starting shortly after moonrise. The moon looks 

like a really global mass at full eclipse. 

 

October 8, 1949 This morning we drove to town and to Wheelocks place where Marinobel S. 

Wheelock and Marie Williams her Southern friend and Warren W. in Miss Williams car made 

start at 10.30. Drove out north road to Los Alamos road West across the Rio Grande passed Los 

A without seeing it, on the Frijoles cañon thence to White Rock passed on to Jemez springs and 

Jemez Pueblo. A magnificent experience for the eyes. Through aspen woods, along the edge of 

Via Grande The largest extinct water in the world. The road passes what was John Boyds ranch 
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where Dolly and I rode some twenty three years ago. From Bernadillo(sp?) we drove to 

Albuquerque where we had supper at the Alvorado Hotel. Miss Williams then drove us back 

through the moonlight to Santa Fe. The whole trip about 150 miles. 

 We stopped for tea at Wheelocks whose exhibition in the Art School of the Univ. of N.M. 

we have seen in Albuquerque. 

 Helen drove our car home about 10 oclock. A wonderful day. New Mexs gra[n]deur is 

breathtaking. 

 

October 9, 1949 Rathling who was Helene R’s husband and married again has a craft school 

came in this morning to make suggestions as to the Alliance. He suggest an organization of 

Craftsmen within the N.M.A.A. which would be good. 

 At three oclock we drove to town and attended the meeting at the Museum. Bye laws 

were approved and officers were elected. All residents of New Mexico. B. Long director made a 

very stupid and irrelevant speech. 

 Rathling got the floor and proposed the Craft organization but Mr Thiele ruled it out of 

order and I & Helen thought it was right. The Craftsmen if they want a Guild should form it 

themselves and it is likely that they would not want Rathling to have any power over it. He 

seems a Fascist type of German. 

 H. and I drove home right after the meeting. We have given $100.00 each to the Alliance. 

Vivian S. Fiske also contributed $100.00. 

 Rain & hail in town bad weather generally. At “Sinagua” only a light rain. 92o at night. 
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October 10, 1949 A beautiful clear cool day. 

 Helen did her final wash and worked on the “Gulch nearby” or “Grand little Canyon” and 

feel it is about done with. 

 Helen had her wash all draped out to dry upon the piñon trees in the sun and wind, when 

Joe & Teresa in their new Station wagon rode up. “It looks just like a Gypsy camp! coos 

Teresa.(We refrained from saying that H. was saving about eight dollars thereby which along 

with other economies, dining always at home making her own clothes, providing the means for 

an occasional splurge at helping others.) 

 After making a very good dinner H. spends the evening ironing. 

 By the way I got all etching materials boxed up ready to return to N.Y. and glad to get 

back to a town where the proportion of snobs is much smaller. 

 

October 11, 1949 We drove to town this morning and stopped at our house at 314 Garcia St 

where I drained the water pump pipes and turned off the tank valve hiding the belt of the motor. 

Dug up the ground for draining the faucet near the studio. We could not find a key bar to turn off 

studio water. Left some books at Mrs Clarks stopped at Wheelock’s. We met visitors (Hills) 

from Kansas. Joe Reed has some good new landscapes. 

 Back home to “Sinagua”. Later in afternoon Mr Bass called and took a number of photos 

of me. We had a good talk with him and told him how pleased we were with his invaluable aid 

on the craft show. 
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October 12, 1949 Marynobel Smith (Wheelock) and Miss Williams came to supper at Sinagua. 

 

October 13, 1949 Aranged [sic] with an ex g.i. fine young man of Greek ancestory named John 

Stoumbis who is studying sculpture with W. Wheelock at the Breneiser Hill & Canyon School, 

to be our Caretaker at the studio 314 Garcia St. He is to share it with Wheelock so that Wheelock 

will have a place to work away from their home (on Delgado place). 

 We hope that this will turn out well. In the evening to Shusters for a farewell party. We 

enjoyed it very much. Ernest Knee and his pretty wife Olive LaFarge and his also pretty spanish 

wife (a Baca). The Shusters with young John Adam Shuster helping serve us a good dinner and 

plenty of high balls. H. Witten Bynnerand Bob Hunt his companion & friend were also there. 

Hal B. has had serious eye trouble which is passing off. 

 J. Stoumbis (Breneisor) 1005 Canyon Road. 

 

October 14, 1949 After all the important details of closing up the house turning off water from 

tanks draining the pipes and water heaters removing electric connections etc we went to Bakos’s 

for lunch and bade them good bye. 

 Then to town and Wheelocks. I left for an hour to meet John and the men from Clossons 

who put up the car. Miss Sims also came to help and advise John as caretaker. Car battery in 

poor condition. I told them to look it over and if in too poor shape discard it. 
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 Shuster & Bill McNulty came in to Wheelocks looking for us to say good bye. Others 

Clarks came in. We left walking to Joe Reeds where we had a good supper. Then Reeds stopped 

with us at Wheelocks, we picked up our hand luggage and Reed drove us to Lamy where we 

caught our train. 

 We left “Dobie” our pretty cat with the Wheelocks and we are very sorry to part with her. 

She added a great deal to our pleasure this summer. 

 

October 15, 1949 I long day in our compartment on the California limited as comfortable as is 

possible on a fast moving train. 

 Helen had our food with us and Miss Williams had cooked a chicken Maryland for us to 

take along. 

 Lounged on our berth all day without changing from pajamas. 

 

October 16, 1949 Arrived early in Chicago breakfast on the train made by Helen. 

 Put our hand bags in locker in the LaSalle at station and after another cup of coffee there 

we took taxi south to Kunbark Ave and Fred Biesel Francis Strain B. and her sister “Dedee”. 

They welcomed us and we had a grand pow wow. Fred is still in a nice teaching position in 

Milwaukee two days a week. He has some nice colorful musical flower paintings done in last 2 

years. Exhibition soon. 
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 At 12.30 Samuel Lustgarten violinist in the past now Equitable Life manager for Chicago 

who bought one of my nudes (1930) and also another (Figures in the Dance Ildefonso Pueblo) 

from a dealer in Chicago. Came to take us to dinner at the Standard Club. A very good dinner. 

He is a very likable man and I was glad to meet him again. He has a collection of 150 paintings, 

which he hopes next year I will be able to take time to look at. 

 Lustgarten put us in a prepaid taxi to go back to Biesels from which we later taxied north 

to the LaSalle station got our bags and soon boarded the Lake Shore Limited for New York. 

 

October 17, 1949 Up at 7.30 and at 9 oclock we gave up our bedroom which was on a car going 

to Boston. 

 Arrived at Grand Central station about 11 oclock. Drove to the Chelsea where we were 

welcomed by Ira Moscowitz. They have now a nice apartment on the eighth floor. After opening 

our place and disposing of baggage we went down to M’s met Anna & Diana and a very good 

dinner. He is very pleased with the rooms and he should be! 

 Our place looks good though dusty. We have been promised floor resanding and painting 

for our living rooms which will be a nuisance in operation. 

 In the evening Mrs M.F. Roberts who has been very sick much of the summer asked us to 

dine with her. Her place on our tenth floor looks beautiful as it did in the spring when she came 

here. 

 Billy Bomar across the hall greeted us. He has an ex on at Weyhe’s and he looks well. 
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October 18, 1949 Breakfast for me in bed this morning after a good nights sleep. The painter 

has started on our bath room. Our “folks” Dr & Mrs Farr came in toward evening and we took 

them to dinner in the seafood restaurant down stairs in the Chelsea building. 

 Came back to our upset by the painting living rooms and talked over the summer. They 

left early. 

  

October 19, 1949 The painter is working on our bedroom this morning and all afternoon 

finishing the bathroom. 

 In the afternoon Helen went out for some fresh air away from the paint odors which are 

bad indeed. 

 Mr. Fried1651 of Hudson Guild phoned that they would like my postponed exhibit to start 

Nov 6th 7th to the end of the month. I told him to come in to pick the pictures Monday next. 

 Later on Helen’s return, I went out and walked down town as far as tenth St and Sixth 

Ave. This cleared my head of the fumes of paint. 

 

October 20, 1949 The painter with pots and odors is still with us. 

 I by request of Helen went on a walk a clear day (for New York!). Walked east clear 

across the city to Peter Cooper “Village” on the East River where I viewed the great housing 

 
1651 Theodore Fried (1902-1980) Hungarian-born artist, creator of Hudson Guild’s art school 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Fried)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Fried
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project within which somewhere Dr Hollon Farr, wife & baby are now living. Huge brick 

containers of swarming humanity. After coming home found H. working with a new vacuum 

cleaner and the painters working.1652 

 After lunch in the afternoon Ray Boynton called (Retired art prof. from California now 

living in Santa Fe). Showed him a number of paintings some of which seemed to interest him in 

parts. 

 
1652 Once in a while Sloan was touchy about replacing old equipment until convinced that 
efficiency was worth money in terms of my time. Then he was very reasonable & thoughtful. It 
was almost a compulsion with him to work hours on some little job to save a few cents or a few 
dollars - which was all right if the thing relaxed him. 

 Dolly had taught him to spend money on things & services he needed & he would decide 
about matters over 5.00 much more easily than any small sum.  

 The only kind of thing he bought in advance of definite need was tools. He liked to have 
a full set in Santa Fe & another in New York & took care of them. One hammer had been 
brought from France by Henri in the 90’s. He hated to loan tools even more so than books. 

 He had good working habits about things but was not fanatically neat. In the later years 
he became more casual about putting things back in place & was accustomed to my attention. 
But he was never careless, always washed his brushes, kept his palette in order. (I often “set” it 
for him, but he never lost his orderly instincts). 

 Sometimes he had a housecleaning spree in the studio, but he had no fussy rituals that 
prevented him from getting down to work. 

 He did kick about the cost of materials. I had to dirty up new brushes & sneak them into 
his collection (sable glazing brushes became expensive & poor in quality, wearing out fast). 
When setting out paints, he might remark that cadmium was expensive, a small dollop would 
do, but he forgot these things as soon as he was at work. 

 This Scotch trait did sometimes lead to shortsightedness. He hated to cut down the size 
of a panel to fit a standard size frame and in consequence accumulated a good number of 
pictures which had to have individual frames. 

 Before working on panels (1928 on) he had had standard size canvas. Making his own 
panels from Prestwood, it was tempting to utilize every single inch of board! 
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 After dinner this evening we went down to 8th floor and were entertained by Ira & Anna 

Moskowitz. His and J. Colliers book on Indians of Southwest comes out before long. 

 

October 21, 1949 Our odorifie friend the painter finished up this morning and the place really 

looks very well indeed. A light warmish grey deep down the orange scale probably. New 

window shades make the living room look fine. After lunch Helen did a job of vaccuum[sic] 

cleaning up the studio. 

 We took a walk together later down to the Whitney Museum 8th St where we saw the 

Exhibition given as a memorial to Mrs Jo--- Force. A very interesting Ex. They are showing my 

“Haymarket” from Brooklyn Museum. A painting by Rebak now in Taos looked very good 

much better than his present work. 

 Not much very outstanding, as I remember. We walked all the way back to the Chelsea. 

 Florence McCormick called on the phone to consult with Helen on her troubles with Joe 

Pollet. She says that at the opening of a Van Gogh show at the Met Mus. the other night, he had 

an hysterical attack weeping & shrieking! Very embarrasing[sic]! 

 Why she dont get rid of him we cant understand. Is he deliberately milking her? 

 

October 22, 1949 Helen got news from her mother of the sudden death of Mrs Abercrombie, her 

friend since youth “Aunt”. The cause thrombosis. 
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 Helen did considerable work up in the studio with her new vac. cleaner which is very 

thorough on the job. Opened our box expressed from Santa Fe. As far as I’m concerned it held a 

very poor summers work in quantity at least. As to quality Im uncertain. The start of Abiquiu is 

perhaps promising, but the others were started last year! Time flies, I crawl. 

 The painter is through and the living quarters look very nice. Nothing is being done in the 

studio. They are to do over (sanding) the living rooms floors next week. So we are unable to set 

our chattels in place yet. 

 

October 23, 1949 Painted a while in the afternoon. 

 At 5 oclock we walked across town to Stuyvesant town and had dinner with Ann & Dr 

Hollon Farr and Dr Chas Farr and Mrs. The little boy baby Charles is a very charming stout little 

fellow with a back so strong that he can be on his belly and wave arms & kick his feet in the air 

his whole weight on his torso!1653 The dinner was good and their apartment very nice. 

 Dr “Brud” showed some color slides of the baby and a few taken by him on Okinawa 

during the war. 

 

 
1653 Sloan like to watch “Mr.Chips” swimming in the air. Found Don’s drawing of Pantag-- in the 
Siene of which he was reminded 
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October 24, 1949 Helen took the proof of the plate for the Art Students League “The Wake on 

the Ferry” up town and showed it to Vernon Porter1654 who is now assistant to Stuart Klonis. He 

liked it. 

 At ten oclock Theo. Fried who is inviting a number of painting to be exhibited at the 

Hudson Guild next month. We went over the pictures selected by him last spring and listed them 

with prices. 

 In the evening, as we are shut off from our living rooms where the floors are being 

sanded & varnished, we accepted Anna Moskowitz’s invitation to come down for the evening. 

 I wrote a letter to W. Shuster in Santa Fe asking him about the printing of the etching & 

sent it Air Mail with a stamped addressed envelope for reply. 

 We slept in the studio tonight. 

 

October 25, 1949 The resourceful Helen prepared our breakfast in the studio. 

 The floors downstairs are drying well. 

 Her mothers friend Mrs Abercrombie who died Saturday was serviced at Grace Church 

this morning. Helen went, stopping at Wanamakers for some purchases. 

 I painted on my “Circe” painting and think it is reaching the “quits” point. 

 
1654 Vernon Porter (1896-1982) artist, creator of the “Washington Square Outdoor Art Exhibit,” (1931) 
which helped artists make a living during the Great Depression. It is still ongoing. 
(https://www.nytimes.com/1982/09/15/obituaries/vernon-porter-artist-is-dead-originator-of-outdoor-
exhibit.html)  

https://www.nytimes.com/1982/09/15/obituaries/vernon-porter-artist-is-dead-originator-of-outdoor-exhibit.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1982/09/15/obituaries/vernon-porter-artist-is-dead-originator-of-outdoor-exhibit.html
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 The housemen carried our furniture back into the living rooms. They had been exposing 

our paucity of fine pieces in the hallway. 

 We had dinner below this evening. 

 An advance copy of Don Freeman’s book “Come One, Come All”1655 which tells of his 

life as a student & artists in New York, reached me yesterday. I have been reading and looking at 

his drawings and enjoyed it greatly. He is very kind in his account of his first coming into my 

class at the AS League. I very unusual and amusing book.1656 

 

October 26, 1949 Worked on a double nude panel started a couple of years ago. 

 In the afternoon 4.00 oclock to the dentist for xrays. I walked part of the way home. Nice 

weather and the city streets would look beautiful except for the awful mess of automobiles. 

 After dinner at home we went down the hall to Mary F. Robert’s apartment where we met 

the now elderly dancer Ruth St Dennis1657 and her dance partner Ted Shawn and a little lady who 

seems to be interested in music widow of a Greek (name?)1658. We enjoyed the evening. Shawn 

 
1655 Come One, Come All was originally published by Rinehart & Co., Inc in 1948 
(https://donfreeman.info/other-books/come-one-come-all/)  

1656 Don’s book gives the impression that Sloan’s class was noisy & others have said this too. 
But never while Sloan was around. He would stand for no conversation while he was teaching. 

 I do not remember that the day classes were noisy, they were good natured, hard 
working & crowded in the late 20’s. 

1657 Ruth St. Denis (1879-1968) and Ted Shawn (1891-1972) were modern dance pioneers who created 
works inspired by Egyptian and Hindu mythology, among others 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruth_St._Denis)  

1658 Unknown. 

https://donfreeman.info/other-books/come-one-come-all/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruth_St._Denis
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told of a special dance of native Australians arranged by authorities for his benefit. Very 

primitive but with great & varied artistry. 

 

October 27, 1949 I sat for my portrait to Anna Moskowitz this morning in our studio. Ira came 

with her and talked and made a sketch. She worked in tempera color. 

 At eleven oclock by appointment a young lady from “Seventeen” magazine Margo 

Macdonald called to interview me getting incidents of my early career for a short note in the 

future number of the “17” containing my drawing of the auction room. 

 Helen went out to lunch meeting Madeline Neely and they spent the afternoon together.  

 I worked on the repainting and editing of a couple of panels. 

 A letter from Shuster tells me that he is sending a batch of proofs and that he has 

destroyed over 60! defective ones! This is surprising. I fear that the chromium plating is causing 

the trouble. He has written Ira to get an idea of what he should charge for printing asks me if I 

can find out. 

 

October 28, 1949 Again this morning I sat for Anna M. to go on with my portrait. It seems to be 

going well. 

 Helen went up to the A.S. League to see if she could get information as to etching 

printing prices. According to the young man in that department prices are high as 50 cts each on 

an edition of 100 or thereabouts. 



1108 
 

 In the afternoon after giving me a good lunch she went out on shopping errands. I worked 

on revision of a picture. 

 After dinner in the evening H. did a wash on her machine. 

 

October 29, 1949 At work on the revising of a couple of pictures in the morning. 

 In the afternoon had a visit from Mr Hagedorn1659 of “Town & Village” a little news 

weekly giving much space to occurances[sic] in Stuyvesant town and Cooper Village the big 

40,000 peopled housing on the East River. He took photos of me and Helen in the studio. 

Sometimes buys pictures has a Coleman1660. We enjoyed his visit. 

 A letter from Hermon Moore director of the Whitney Museum of Amer Art asks me to 

agree to a large retrospective Ex of my work to open with the opening of their new Museum on 

53rd St. Plans for the building to be completed in the year 1951-52? I might live so long! 

Something to consider!1661 

 
1659 Charles Hagedorn (1917/8-1997) was a newpaper publisher who owned several weekly publications 
based in New York and Connecticut (http://www.nytimes.com/1997/11/30/business/charles-hagedorn-79-
newspaper-publisher.html)  

1660 ???? 

1661 Sloan was never accurate in spelling names (much as he hated carelessness). He said it 
was because he hadn’t enough interest in people. Of course he was more apt to mis-spell if he 
was quite uninterested, or upset. 

 Hermon More’s invitation disturbed him. It came, he felt, reluctantly - & it invaded his 
privacy. He was pleased, somewhat, to be chosen for opening of the new building but his every 
instinct was alarmed by the thought of this exhibition. 

 It should be foolish to draw the hasty conclusion that he did not want to live to see it - 
that he had a “death wish” dominating him from now on! Some people believe that low-hued 

http://www.nytimes.com/1997/11/30/business/charles-hagedorn-79-newspaper-publisher.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1997/11/30/business/charles-hagedorn-79-newspaper-publisher.html
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colors reflect depression, or emphasis on red the same. In Sloan’s work of the last two years - 
with this psychological tension about the Whitney & the Gold Medal - the pictures are “clair” - 
serene, buoyant, brilliant, orderly, happy. The work is color & powerful. 

 Elie Faure has reflected that the volatile Italians sought stable forms, the more stolid 
Dutch liked color & richness of texture. 

 He had said that our marriage was his sunset. The work of the last two years is like a 
Western sunset - a thing of clarity, glory of form & color, in which nature expends all her 
strength - holding no reserves for twilight. 

 He worked at top pitch to the end - which was possible because of his vitality & constant 
care. His demand was so concentrated, increasing in intensity & complexity - that I did not know 
how long it would be humanly possible for all the faculties to support the ideal he wanted. 

 I hoped that Hanover, with fresh & available subject matter, would bring in strength from 
the outside - a kind of relaxing strength. 

 In Sloan’s book there had never been a thought of “growing old gracefully” - it had never 
occurred to him that “Sinagua” was too remote from civilization for him & Dolly in times of 
illness. If he thought of ill health it was in terms of black & white, & I truly believe that he 
expected death to take him quickly. He lived in his work, to top capacity (while very cautious as 
to diets etc.) 

 His complaints about the exhibition were a kind of tongue-lashing to himself against 
complacency, resignation. He could not work if he was satisfied. His one fear was old age - 
mental old age. He had that fear from youth on and used the anxiety it produced to make steam 
in his boiler. When this got out of hand he needed someone around for a safety valve. His 
pendulum was always swinging back & forth - he was always cross with himself - whatever life 
presented as an invitation he welcomed. He had to have stability at home, a kind of domestic 
serenity - to cushion this appetite for tension, this spirit of discontent. It would have consumed 
him long ago if there had not been in himself the other factor of what he called inertia, drifting. 

 Perhaps in crises one gets a true glimpse of the engineering of the personality - or a 
very warped picture from which to draw even more twisted interpretations. 

 Sloan disliked these public attentions, & yet they gave him something to grouse about, to 
rise above. If he had been unable to work in the last two years I think his depression would have 
been very great, useless & destructive. 

 He took pride in accomodating[sic] to the idea of staying in Hanover - had been there 
long enough to feel affection for the places he wanted to paint. 

 When he heard that there would have to be surgery, he calmly said “I have had a lot of 
illness in my life & I don’t think I have ever complained. The only thing I mind is the interruption 
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October 30, 1949 Again painting editing in the morning. Bill Bomar came in about lunch time 

we had some wine and lunch. He is feeling a little depressed. Has an ex at the Weyhe gallery. 

 In the evening Dr Charles & Mrs Farr came and Helen had a fine chicken dinner for 

them. 

 We usually show our summer work but there was nothing new to show. Helens mother 

has been drawing the past summer and her work shows progress. 

 

October 31, 1949 I posed again this morning for Anna M. I have an idea shes a little frightened 

by me. Fears Im critical. 

 
in my work.” It was a man in a serene working mold who faced surgery as a temporary 
inconvenience. He went on painting each day from this, until entering the hospital. 

 Not once did he refer to the Whitney, or the possibility of dying in the operation - in 
ta[lk]ing to me. He made no single absurd or childish remark. But this was evidence of our 
unspoken plan to live always with enthusiasm as the -- of life and the cement. 

 It was unreasoning to talk of death at this late hour - it would have destroyed confidence, 
which is what the patient & loved ones give to doctors. 

 I try to distinguish between the facts; the statements he made & the characteristics I 
observed as factual, & those which I subject to interpretation. Sometimes, in these notes, I find 
values slipping from one category to another in my observations. These are nervous, tactile 
memories. If one in twenty discloses a principal thread in Sloan’s creative make-up that is my 
purpose. I am trying to let the sand sift through my fingers - stopping to catch shells - & laying 
them all aside without order or further sifting. I am trying to record facets of the variety in the 
man, without a preconceived design to guide the content of these notes - save that unconscious 
pattern of my memory, stirred irregularly in reading the diaries. 
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 Helen went up town to see B. Bomars ex which is not well shown in Weyhe’s. She 

dropped in to see Antoinette Kraushaar who had already heard of Whitney Mus. plan to open 

their new building on 53rd St with a large ex of my work. She think it will be a good thing. Of 

course I may perhaps not live to see it, in which case it will be a Memorial Ex.1662 

 Painted on venus & fawn started some years ago now being entirely repainted! 

 Ira Moscowitz came in after dinner in the evening. He showed us the prospective for his 

book Pat--- & Ceremonies of Amer Indian, Dutton Pub. John Collier text John Sloan 

introduction. The book of reproductions of etchings and drawings will be out about 18th prox. 

We talked! 

 Mr. Wiener publicity man for Hudson Guild came in to “Get a line” on the pictures. 

  

November 1, 1949 Anna M. worked on her portrait of me again this morning. 

 In afternoon I worked a while on repainting of “Circe” 

 About 4 oclock XJ. Barile came in after ‘phoning bearing gifts of wine & cigars as is his 

unbreakable custom. We liked seeing him. He has a teaching job in Forest Hills. 

 Later Ruth Martin & her boss Mr Glover called and took Helen and Me to dinner down in 

the seafood place in the “Chelsea”. 

 
1662 When Sloan was cross about the Whitney & felt the insult of being selected after Kuniyoshi, 
Weber, Hopper & Gorky, he said “They have been waiting for me to die. I am a nuisance to 
them. They want it to be a Memorial Show - want to pigeon-hole me in the early city work.” & 
more in like vein. 
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• I wrote to Hermon More director Whitney Mus of Art accepting the invitation to 

exhibit retrospectively in the New Building 1951 or later! 

 Said that no more than any human could I be sure to be alive at that time. But it would be 

an incentive (or words to that effect). 

 Wrote commendation of the “Greenwich Village Past & Pres” Bernice Abbott and H.W. 

Lancier’s book. 

 Thanked Don Freeman for his book “Come one, Come All!” and said I liked it etc. 

 

November 2, 1949 Posed for Anna again this morning. Worked on the “Venus & Faun” panel. 

Feel sure it will be an improvement. 

 B. Bomar came in at lunch time tells us that the Acad. of Arts & Letters has, through L. 

Kroll invited four pictures for their Ex in December.1663 

 Mr. Fried called with a lot of invitations to the Hudson Guild Ex. of my work which H. 

addressed and mailed later. 

*99 proofs of “Wake on Ferry” from Shuster arrived by Express. They are very uneven 

and we had to refuse 28 of them. We sent them back for him to see and Destroy. A great 

disappointment. He took time out to build in the patio of his studio. And we hear that he and O. 

LaFarge are taking on the art page of Sunday “New Mexican”. 

 

 
1663 Records for the ALA are not readily available online. 
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November 3, 1949 Worked on the landscape church & Mountain a Abiquiu. 

 In the afternoon Colton the photog. came in and photographed three pictures for the 

Hudson Guild. He tells me that he bought the “Better Mouse Traps” painting from the “Hall of 

Art” some years ago. 

 

November 4, 1949 Berkeley Express came for the 17 pictures for the Hudson Guild.1664 

 After lunch I kept my appointment with the dentist and had a filling. Walked about 26 

blocks on the way home. 

 *A batch of proofs of “Wake on the Ferry” etching arrived from W. Shuster Santa Fe. 

They are surprisingly varied and most of them are to be destroyed! 

 We got 88 fit to sign none too good! We mailed about 75 back for him to destroy. Also 

sent day telegram telling him the bad news & asking if he wants to fill the order or return the 

plate. 

 We kept 71 yesterday 58 today = 129 

 Wrote to Shuster in evening giving some particulars of my complaints as to the printing. 

Also asked for bill for color slides he sent made out in “Sinagua” this summer. (Copy of letter in 

files) 

 

 
1664 “Recent Paintings by John Sloan” ran at the Hudson Guild from November 8-29, 1949. See Elzea 2, 
p. 485. 
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November 5, 1949 A letter from Shuster tells me that he is returning the plates (prints of The 

Hold up are on the way). My telegram has given him that option and he has an opportunity to go 

hunting for five days! Called on phone tried to get E. Roth to print some for me. Not there, call 

Monday. Then actually writes “send on other plates”! How can I take the chance. He could learn 

if he stuck at it but I cant pay him while learning and he never sticks at anything. 

 Painted on the “Abiquiu” picture. 

 In the evening Walter and Magda Pach came to dinner. Helen made a very good chicken 

dinner. 

 Pach has written a foreword for the Hudson Guild J.S. exhibition, and is going to talk 

there later. He has been out to Indianapolis to talk at a W.M. Clarke memorial. Of course he 

much prefers to paint. 

 

November 6, 1949 Helen and I took a walk this morning a beautiful unusually clear day without 

the masses of traffic. 

 After lunch Ira Moskowitz came up to see us and as usual is full of his plans for the sale 

of his book which Dutton will publish soon. 

 I took a nap for an hour after he left. 

 Helen painted for a while and I worked a short while on the “Abiquiu” panel. 

 

November 7, 1949 Worked on the Abiquiu panel in the morning.  
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 Helen went to the dentist in the afternoon. 

 In the afternoon we attended the opening private view of my show at Hudson Guild. The 

pictures look very well in the large room although the walls are a grey that is a little too dark. 

Many of my friends and Helen’s attended. Dr Farr & Mrs, Mr & Mrs Maurice Becker, Eddie 

Holgar Cahill, Stewart(?) Klonis, Mgr of the AS League Walter & Magda Pach, Bill Bomar, 

Harry & Madeline Neely, Albert Groll, who looks well. His friend Mr Loewy. A surprise - Mrs 

Sneddon widow of Mr Yeats friend, Isabel Bowden1665 & husband, Esther Goetz. 

 Coffee and tea were set out in a side room. Leaving we drove home in Mr & Mrs 

Bowden’s car. She studied with me at the League. They treated us to dinner in the Chelsea sea 

food restaurant. We came up to our apartment after dinner and talked and showed some pictures. 

 

November 8, 1949 Ira Moskowitz brought up to see me Dr Harry Shapiro who is a close friend 

& neighbor of Harry Wickeys on the Hudson R. Ira’s book of litho’s & drawings is off the press. 

It is a fine book Colliers text is a fine essay on the American Indians I think it very appealing and 

instructive. Iras drawings are full of real human interest far better than photos of course. 

 Miss Antoinette Kraushaar came to dinner this evening and we enjoyed the visit. She is 

doing more than a man’s job in running the Gallery which has had up hill going for several 

years. 

 We showed her some of Helen’s paintings and she seemed interested in some of them. I 

have much more enthusiasm for H’s work! 

 
1665 Unknown. 
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 Dr Farr brought and presented a pheasant he had shot for our dinner. He did not stay. 

 Democrats won most of New York election today. I regret the re-election of O’Dwyer as 

I feel the nuance of Catholicism is back of him.1666 

 A young woman model1667 called this afternoon who had written in N.Y.U. a thesis on 

the “Ash Can School” meaning our group of 1908. She was a bit of a snob, so ready to talk art 

that I told her I could not use her as a model.1668 

 

November 9, 1949 Worked on my occasional job of making a replica (altho smaller and on a 

panel) of my “Tammany Hall” painting of 1910 which was destroyed in a railway wreck many 

years ago. It is going right well. 

 About 1 oclock Ernest Roth brought in his trial proofs of “Wake on the Ferry etched 

plate. They are very satisfactory and he agrees to make 100 proofs to replace the failures of W. 

Shuster. 

 After lunch I worked again for a while and then took an hours nap. 

 At the panel of Tammany Hall again until nearly dinner time. 

 
1666 Mayor O’Dwyer would later resign in 1950 over a police scandal. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_O%27Dwyer)  

1667 Unknown. 

1668 When I asked this sophisticated young “modern” if she painted herself, she replied, “Oh,yes. 
But I paint abstract art.” 

 The cult of the abstract is a marvellous[sic] catch-all for people without humility. It is no 
wonder they deny humanism, and living values. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_O%27Dwyer
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 Sunami by way of Kraushaar sends us a package of prints & negatives. The negatives we 

left with him last spring for proving. 

 

November 10, 1949 Working on portrait of “Barbara” this morning, it will be improved. 

 Ira came up with new circular for his book a change of selection for the litho 

reproduction has improved it. He asked us to come down Sunday night for an Anniversary party. 

 Toward evening Helen and I took a walk up eighth avenue with all its variety of shops lit 

up it was very rewarding plenty of subjects for city life pictures. 

 In the afternoon Shusters prints of the “Hold up on 14th St” plate arrived (six days on the 

way). They are not very good, only 17 good out of 28. Well these are for me and I will pay for 

them all. $12.50. 

 A letter from Marinobel Smith Wheelock mentions “Dobie” the cat whose charm seems 

to be working on Marinobel. We miss that nice cat. 

 Wrote to the Lit Committee Van Wyck Brooks recommending Henrietta Buckmaster for 

a $1000. grant by the A. Academy of A. & L. 

 

November 11, 1949 Leaving me fed and lounging in bed like sulky Sultan, Helen went up to the 

dentist’s this morning. 

 In due time I got up and went up to the studio where I worked in the department of 

revisions and correctures until she returned and made me and herself a nice lunch. I had an 
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appointment with the dentist for 3 oclock but she thought it would be better for her to take my 

place and she left me resting. I napped for an hour got up and went to work. 

 I am certainly pampered but it is wonderful! 

 Listened to some good dramatic programs in the evening. 

 

November 12, 1949 Worked on replica of Tammany Hall 1910 during the day.  

 Helen painted a while in the afternoon. With all her ability she never seems to worry 

when her houshold[sic] work keeps her from painting! In the evening we went up to 10 Gracie 

Square where Flo. McCormick had a small dinner party. Mr Quincy the musician whom we met 

at F’s last year and Alice (Henderson ----) Rosin1669 who I have met occasionally during years at 

Santa Fe. She is daughter of Alice Corbin/Corbair(sp?) fine poet, and W P Henderson1670 artist 

and architect of a sort. Mr Rosin died suddenly last year - heart. After a good dinner at Florences 

we were asked to stop off on our way home at Alice R’s home on Lexington Ave. A remodelled 

house with a large garden shared by surrounding households. She is active in the Assoc. of 

Indian Affairs very intelligent. Her daughter (she has 3) married to Bill Mauldin1671 illustrator 

writer. His second wife. It is my belief that her two marriages, both to wealthy men, were partly 

caused by concern for her parents welfare. 

 
1669 Alice Oliver Henderson Evans Rossin Colquitt (1907-1988) daughter of Alice Corbin Henderson and 
William Penhallow Henderson, intermittent painter (https://www.adobegallery.com/gallery/28446)  

1670 William Penhallow Henderson (1877-1943) artist, studied under Edmund Charles Tarbell 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Penhallow_Henderson)  

1671 Bill Mauldin (1921-2003) Pulitzer-Prize winning cartoonist, married to Alice Oliver Henderson Evans 
Rossin Colquitt’s daughter Natalie Sarah Evans (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Mauldin)  

https://www.adobegallery.com/gallery/28446
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Penhallow_Henderson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Mauldin


1119 
 

 I never knew the Hendersons intimately in Santa Fe. 

 We have mutual sympathy for Florence’s great problems in her son Wm. Davey whos 

eccentricities verge on the psychopathic and who has ability as a writer. 

 We got home at 3 AM! 

 

November 13, 1949 Telegram from Reg Fisher now director of Art Museum in Santa Fe. Asks 

permission to show two etchings of mine printed by Will Shuster. Helen had already written post 

card begging to excuse not sending. A plate printer should not have proofs! 

 In the evening we went down here in the Chelsea to Ira Moskowitz’s a little wedding 

anniversary. Presented them with a proof of “Hold up on 14th Street”. 

 Phillip Reisman1672 a painter whose work of past years I have liked City life subjects with 

his (second) wife came in and we had a general conversation of considerable interest. 

 Ira is to see the Hallmark greeting card people with plan to get a big order for silk screen 

cards. 

 

November 14, 1949 Rested in bed this morning until 12 M. Helen went up to sit with her mother 

who is to have a polypus operation. 

 
1672 Philip Reisman (1904-1992) Polish-born painter, studied at the Art Students League 
(https://americanart.si.edu/artist/philip-reisman-3996)  

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/philip-reisman-3996
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 *Institute of Arts & Letters phoned me that Chas Hopkinson Leon Kroll and I are 

nominated for the Medal of the Academy and Hopkinson will not be at dinner tomorrow. Kroll 

and I are going to leave the table after discussion of Literary award - and the meeting will decide 

on the Art medal after we go. 

 Honestly my vote would be for Hopkinson. 

 

November 15, 1949 Worked on the “Circe” today. 

 In the evening attended the dinner of the Institute at Knickerbocker Club. An interesting 

evening after the discussion on the candidates for the Essay & criticism Gold Medal which was 

interesting. Mumford (who resigned last year) Mencken1673, Edmund Wilson1674, J Wood 

Krutch1675 were discussed. Kroll and I left (we had been seated each side of Isabel Bishop) and 

as I left the devil custigated me to rapidly tell the story of the lady asking a gentleman friend the 

meaning of the word “Buggery” was told that it meant “taking advantage of a man behind his 

back”. Later leaving dinner table to the men said “Now gentlemen no buggery!” This as I left the 

room should be sufficient I think to ruin my chances of getting the Gold Medal for Painting. I 

left with Al. Groll and as he is quite deaf we made an amusing couple walking down 5th Ave and 

 
1673 H. L. Mencken (1880-1956) critic, satirist, known for his reporting of the Scopes Trial 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._L._Mencken)  

1674 Edmund Wilson (1895-1972) writer and critic influenced by Freud and Marx 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Wilson)  

1675 Joseph Wood Krutch (1893-1970) writer, critic, naturalist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Wood_Krutch)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._L._Mencken
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Wilson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Wood_Krutch


1121 
 

along Central Park S. to his home shouting to each other aided occasionally by his ear trumpets 

on a tube! 

 Helen had been out subway sketching, but was home when I got there. 

 

November 16, 1949 Worked again on Circe. 

 Helen went to the dentists. 

 At five oclock we walked to the Hudson Guild where Walter Pach talked on my work. He 

was very appreciative of my later work which he places above the city life pictures. 

 Many friends attended Moskowitz Mr Strasser and his pleasant wife. The commissioner 

of Welfare dept Mr Hilliard1676, XJ Barile and Fred Gardener and wife Adelaide Morris from 

Syracuse Miss V. Farelly and her sister, Magda Pach Mr Fried who runs the exhibition and many 

others. 

 We brought the Gardners home with us and Helen made a good spaghetti dinner and we 

very much enjoyed hearing of their life at their home 9 miles out of Syracuse. She is working in 

ceramics. They left to go up town to see a lady who might buy one of his paintings. 

 A letter from Sister Marianna says she had a visit from one of our English cousins Eliz. 

Caton Woodville (daughter of Dorothy Caton Woodville nee Ward) who has come to America to 

marry a young English Insurance man located in San Francisco. 

 
1676 Raymond Hilliard (1907-1966) welfare administrator and advocate 
(http://chsmedia.org/media/fa/fa/M-H/Hilliard-inv.htm)  

http://chsmedia.org/media/fa/fa/M-H/Hilliard-inv.htm
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 Marianna has trouble with her feet and cramps in her hands when working. General 

health “just fine”. 

 Sends a little photo of Mr Harveys showing a drawing I gave him in thanks for box of 

cigars also “Gist of Art” and “Human Bondage” books in the group. 

 

November 17, 1949 Worked on the “Tammany Hall” replica and it is going right well. 

 In the afternoon a girl1677 called on us said that she had seen the Hudson Guild Exhibition 

and as she had posed for me about 18 or so years ago, thought she would drop in to see me. She 

was a friend of Dr Mary Halton worked on her ball with Dolly. We asked her to pose for portrait 

next week. 

 Helen went to Ernest Roth’s studio and he handed over 100 proofs of “Wake on the 

Ferry”. All of them good so we took out 22 of rather poor Shuster proofs leaving 100 of his for 

the A.S.L. 

 Wrote to Will Shuster in the evening paid him for chromium plating bill & express on 

prints and also for 25 proofs of “Hold up on 14th St” @.50 = 12.50 check for $25.25 covers all. 

 Mailing him the discarded proofs for his inspection and asked him to destroy them, of 

course. 

 

 
1677 Karen Rose (Goodkind), painted in Karen, Green Dress (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 757 
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November 18, 1949 Helen delivered 200 prints of “Wake on the Ferry” to Vernon Porter at the 

Art Students League where they were pleased. After lunch she took 3 of our pens down town to 

Watermans 1 fixed at once 2 left for repair. 

 I worked on “Circe” and also “Tammany Hall” which is improving. 

 Phone call from a woman correspondent of the Christian Science Monitor who wants to 

interview me. I think that she is interested in my City-life paintings. Has not seen the Hudson G. 

Ex as yet. Made appointment for Monday 4 P.M. 

 The League agrees that “wake” plate belongs to me, and that I can print any that I want 

from it. 

 

November 19, 1949 Worked a while in the morning. In the afternoon we went to Staten Island 

where the Bells met us at the ferry and drove us to their beautifully located home overlooking the 

Narrows of N.Y. Bay. Later a nice dinner and pleasant evening. We spent the night very 

comfortably.1678 

 

November 20, 1949 (See last page for Sunday week-end at Bells in Staten Island) 

 Had a nice breakfast and later took a walk with their big red Irish setter and a longer walk 

without him. Cecil (Spike) shows some of his paintings and I feel that they are progressing very 
 

1678 Sloan sometimes talked of buying a home in the Chelsea neighborhood, or on Staten Island; 
he thought it would be cheaper than paying rent & perhaps a little “romantic”. The need for a 
servant, repairs, & other services made a city house no bargain compared to the Chelsea - & 
we were always glad to forget about the complications of ownership. 
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well. A small landscape with tree in fore, in particularly. A skating scene and other “life of the 

people” pictures. 

 We returned in time to go to Carnegie Hall to hear Mrs Jeanne Mitchell violinist but were 

two minutes late and waited for 25 minutes until I was nearly exhausted before the first part of 

the program was over. We decided to go home. 

 Home from the concert which we missed Helen made a nice light supper and we listened 

to the radio. Helen worked at her washing machine. 

 *Mr Hagedorn of “Town & Village” little paper who took snap shots of Helen and I on 

his visit (Oct 29) sent us proofs of his negatives some of them good. He also says that he went to 

Kraushaars Gallery to see “City from Gree[n]wich” and would like to buy it for $1500 - one 

thousand cash and the balance $50. a month. He says it will probably be worth more than its 

valuation of to day $4000.00. His offer is rather low!1679 

 

November 21, 1949 (Miss Rose in 1929) Mrs Goodkind posed this morning in a black lace 

waist. We both worked in tempera and I went on with it in the afternoon. 1680 

 
1679 How many collectors of this kind started to pick up bargains at auctions-accumulating a 
great many signatures real & fake, before discovering that they knew nothing about real values! 
Mr. H. finally learned years later that he had been stung over & over - & regretted that he had 
not purchased “Cornelia Street” at the low price we quoted him. 

 The offer of 1500.00 a “City from Greenwich” shows the poor judgment & bad taste of 
this kind of collector. 

1680 The portrait of “Karen” (Goodkind) is one of the most beautiful of Sloan’s later period. It was 
shown at the Metropolitan Museum, Contemporary American Painting Ex. - one of the 
outstanding things there. In Kraushaar’s Ex. February 1952. 
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 Lloyd Goodrich of the Whitney Museum phoned and said that he and Mr More will call 

Wednesday PM to select a picture for the coming exhibition. 

 Miss Kelly1681 for the Christian Science Monitor called to interview me on the Ex at 

Hudson Guild. We loaned her one of Mr Hagedorn’s photos we received yesterday. She is to 

phone for permission. 

 A letter from Teresa Bakos in Santa Fe says Joe is on a week trip to Colorado. She is 

staying at hotel in town. 

 

November 22, 1949 Went on with the tempera underpainting of the portrait of Mrs Goodkind. 

Helen working too. 

 In the afternoon worked a short while and took a nap. 

 After dinner in the evening we walked to the Hudson Guild Exhibition. 

 The room was not filled but I made out pretty well with my talk. It seemed to be enjoyed. 

 
Karen Goodkind (1906/7?-1981) literary agent and manager, along with her husband Larney, of 

musicians and other performers (https://www.nytimes.com/1981/07/31/obituaries/karen-rose-
goodkind.html)  

 Karen (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 1233 

 Though reworked many times - it has the fresh quality of flowers + the precision & 
delicacy of form which in nature seems effortless. 

1681 Christian Science Monitor archives are not available online for this period. 

https://www.nytimes.com/1981/07/31/obituaries/karen-rose-goodkind.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1981/07/31/obituaries/karen-rose-goodkind.html
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 Met a young man art student and his wife Mr & Mrs Hill.1682 He attends the League. 

Bessie Brewers daughter Mrs Clift and her art school friend Mrs Carpenter wife of the manager 

of Hudson Guild.1683 

 Mrs Prinz (1130 Park Av. Ap 73) daughter of Mr Buttenwieser my landlord 1914-’26 at 

88 Washington Place. She has two original drawings by Me. “Return from Toil” (Masses) and 

“Girl at Window” (Harpers Weekly) collected by her father. 

 Mr & Mrs Strasser are trustees, Prinz probably trustee Mrs Engelhardt of the children’s 

group teacher. 

 Mr & Mrs Carpenter with Mrs Clift brought us home in his car. 

 

November 23, 1949 To Dr Riley our dentist in the morning. Helen also visited him in the 

afternoon. After lunch I worked on portrait of Barbara Woodward(?) made some time since. 

Finished “Circe” for the nonce. 

 *and was ready for the visit of Lloyd Goodrich & Herman More of the Whitney Museum 

when they arrived at about 4.30. 

 Showed several paintings and Helen came home. Suggested that they visit the Hudson 

Guild Ex. They seemed to prefer “Helen at the Easel” painted in ‘47. 

 
1682 Possibly Clinton Hill (1922-2003). Dates fit, but unsure if he attended the League 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clinton_Hill_(artist))  

1683 Herschel Daniel Carpenter (1908/09-2004), settlement house and drug rehabilitation advocate 
(http://www.nytimes.com/2004/02/26/nyregion/h-daniel-carpenter-95-revitalized-chelsea.html). His wife, 
Marjorie Elliot, died in 1982. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clinton_Hill_(artist))
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/02/26/nyregion/h-daniel-carpenter-95-revitalized-chelsea.html
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 X.J. Barile came in to dine with us and Helen had a fine meal with corn bread & stuffed 

peppers. X.J. B brought a demijohn of wine which we used as a conversational lubricant before 

and after dinner. He was very amusing on the Catholic Church. He’s a good catholic no doubt 

but is inclined to agree with his cousin who has said that “the pope is making himself a King”. 

 

November 24, 1949 Thanksgiving  

Line glazed “Bridge over Rio Grande” in the morning and afternoon. 

 Helen kept busy preparing a turkey dinner. “The Folks” arrived about 4 oclock Dr Chas 

Farr & Mrs, Dr Hollon (Brud) F. and Ann F. The baby “Chips” was left at home with a 

companion. 

 The dinner was excellent a fine turkey beautifully cooked. “Brud” brought a bottle of 

good claret. We ate and sat and talked for a long time. They all left before 7 oclock and Helen 

had a chance to relax clearing up and washing the dishes. The erstwhile handsome turkey looked 

like the wreck of an airplane, but enough meat survived to provide us with some good lunches 

and a soup. 

 

November 25, 1949 A message from our sitters husband Mr Goodkind tells us that she is not 

well. 

 I worked on this panel Bridge over the Rio Grande. 

 Helen went on an errand down town to get our fountain pens which have been repaired. 
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 Ballot for Institute Gold medal came today - Hopkinson Kroll and Sloan are the 

candidates and I voted for myself! Kroll’s bill of fare of Prizes etc is very extensive at least ten 

times as long as Hopkinson and myself together. I wont refuse the medal, therefor should vote 

that way. 

 

November 26, 1949 A busy day on revisions and alterations but as I am writing this two days 

later I remember no details of the day. 

 

November 27, 1949 Helen went to Grace church to attend the baptism of her little nephew 

Charles son of Dr Hollon Farr. 

 I worked much of the day on my editing of works. 

 The Moskowitz’s came to supper in the evening. Little Diana came with them and was 

very quiet. She is going to school here in New York. 

 Ira is full of interest in the sales and reviews of his “Paterns[sic] & Ceremonials of the 

Indians”. Ann is making sketches for cards which Sam Golden may order from her in silkscreen. 

 

November 28, 1949 Again today our sitter had her husband ‘phone as she is ill. 

 I began lining up the start of a panel started in ‘48 Tesuque horses painted on Tesuque 

reservation. 
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 Helen went to the dentist in the afternoon and he had to start to change work which he 

made for her on account of mistakes he had made. 

 Helen picked up recording (3 discs) at Modern Museum made at the television 

appearance I made last May. Helen had ordered them $14.92 (Christopher!) 

 

November 29, 1949 Worked on three panels of the past improving them I hope. 

 Changes in tempera over oil glazed work seems to work very well. Oil changes become 

transparent in time. 

 My pictures came back from the Hudson Guild in good order. It is not my custom to have 

sale. 

 Eliz Hamlin called on phone and asked us to come to them for dinner next Saturday. 

 Some rain today but it will take much more to bring the water supply of New York City 

to a safety point. There is much water wasted in this town. 

 

November 30, 1949 A letter from Shuster say that he agrees with my rejects on the proofs. He is 

printing a plate of his own and is having trouble with it. He thinks that the press is too small for 

any but very small plates. He has accepted chairmanship of Membership of N.M. Alliance for the 

Arts. 

 Worked on changes this morning. 
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 In the evening we went over to Mary Roberts apartment and met Raymond Duncan1684 

and his Lithuanian born wife both in hand woven wool robes. He remembered meeting me at an 

opening of Independent ex in 1930 (I had forgotten that). He is interesting and really is not a 

mountebank. He does weaving and book printing in Paris. Says he has two art galleries and a 

conservatory of Music. Gave us invitations to concert by a Parisian young girl pianist at Town 

Hall which he rents and charges no admission. We talked of Isadora. I once did an extempora 

Dance with her at one of her Committee meetings long ago. Mrs Duncan says I must go to Paris 

and show my works! 

 Lawrence Gorton(sp?) (husband of Ira’s sister Luna(?)1685 Glackens) was there. 

 Also a young man on staff of “Esquire”1686. 

 

December 1, 1949 Helen took some proofs of the two new etchings “Hold up on 14th St” and 

“Wake on the Ferry” to Kraushaars. Miss K. likes them also told H. that she would like “Plaza 

Santa Fe” and another N.M. landscape so that she would be able to show them to Penn. Acad 

F.A. committee of invitation next week. She says that they will not take nudes! 

 I worked on the “Plaza” late in the afternoon and evening. 

 
 

1684 Raymond Duncan (1874-1966) brother of Isadora, dancer, artist, craftsman, poet. His wife Penelope 
was actually Greek (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raymond_Duncan)  

1685 Glackens’ daughter’s name was Lenna (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Glackens). She died in 
1943 (http://www.themagazineantiques.com/article/master-of-light/). Cannot find information about her 
husband. 

1686 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raymond_Duncan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Glackens
http://www.themagazineantiques.com/article/master-of-light/
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December 2, 1949 Meeting Academy Arts & Letters   

 In the morning by subway to the Academy of Arts & Letters West 155th St. Lost in the 

subway for a while. I arrived before a quorum assembled 12 needed plus 1 turned up before 

meeting was over. Dr Tinker1687 reported on the library. Many hundreds of books of no 

importance. We are asked to help ourself. J.T. Arms and I went out at recess and looked at the 

work of candidates for the awards of the Institute. Bill Bomar’s looked well among modern 

work. The Art Committee will make the decisions. Back at 12.30 for the general Institute 

meeting. Helen came at 1 o’clock picked out one book “Dance over Fire & Water”1688 (Fauve. 

After cocktails we sat down to lunch at our table Louis Untemeyer Miss Lothrop1689, sculptor, Dr 

Tinker & Mr & Mrs G-gler1690, architect, Bessie Potter1691 sculptor Henry S. Canby1692 Miss 

Geffeu1693 secretary 

 
1687 Chauncey Brewster Tinker (1876-1963) scholar of English literature, professor at Yale 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chauncey_Brewster_Tinker)  

1688 Jacques Élie Faure (1873-1937) French art historian and writer. La Danse sur le Feu et l’Eau (The 
Dance Over Fire and Water) was published in either 1920 or 1926 (possibly originally published in 1920 
and translated in 1926). (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89lie_Faure)  

1689 Unknown. 

1690 Unknown. 

1691 Bessie Potter Vonnoh (1872-1955) sculptor, largely known for statuettes 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_Potter_Vonnoh)  

1692 Henry Seidel Canby (1878-1961), professor, editor, critic 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Seidel_Canby)  

1693 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chauncey_Brewster_Tinker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89lie_Faure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_Potter_Vonnoh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Seidel_Canby
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 Afterward we went to the gallery again Mr Lindenburg1694 arch. said he had owned one 

of my drawings. “Banker & Girl” at table, nude, but returned it being advised that it might 

corrupt his children! 

 Two or three members say that I will get the Gold Medal not withstanding, or because of 

my rash humor at the last meeting. 

 An enjoyable afternoon. 

 

December 3, 1949 Worked a couple of hours 

 Took a nap after lunch. 

 In the afternoon after the nap we walked down to 30 Fifth Ave and visited the G.O. 

Hamlins. We had a very good dinner by Elizabeth’s old time maid Clara. After dinner and some 

conversation and end to it was put by George putting on the television. We saw a miserable 

televised film of a poor English drama1695. Then we went to a boxing match1696 which came 

through much better but I think was a waste of eye power. We enjoyed our visit. They are very 

old friends of mine. I took over the two new etchings intending to present them. But Elizabeth 

insisted on paying for them. They have the only complete set anywhere at this date. 

 We came home by taxi. 
 

1694 Harrie Thomas Lindeburg (1879-1959) architect, known for creating estates and summer homes for 
wealthy clients (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrie_T._Lindeberg)  

1695 Unknown. 

1696 Possibly the match at the Ridgewood Grove arena in Brooklyn at 8:30 PM, which aired on channel 11 
at 9. See New York Times, December 3, 1949, p. 11. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrie_T._Lindeberg
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December 4, 1949 Helen cleaned wiped up and waxed the living rooms floor. Painting in 

snatches of time. 

 I worked on the Plaza panel. 

 In the afternoon Helen first had lunch for us. Later 4.30 Dr & Mrs Farr and Helen’s uncle 

Hollon Farr called on us and left just as the Harry Neely’s arrived, they came to dinner. Harry is 

still happy lecturing and working the mechanisms at the Planetarium. He is getting out a booklet 

giving some elemental Astronomy to be sold at a small fee. He will get the Royalties on it. 

 Neelys’ like the plaza picture and Harry is very enthusiastic about the “Abiquiu” church 

and mountain. 

 

December 5, 1949 Helen took 3 panels “Plaza” “Bridge at Embudo” and “The Gulch” up to 

Kraushaar Gallery. Invitation Committee of Penn A.F.A come there today. 

 On her return Helen made lunch for us and went out with one of her small panels to leave 

it at Browns Store for an ex. of works of members of Artists Equity who have no regular dealers. 

 I took a nap in the afternoon. 

 In the evening Joe Pollet came in to see us. He is looking very well indeed, his face has 

lost a cadaverous look. He is more at rest psychologically as his last wife has married. He gave 

us an account of his love affairs, and also told of a young lawyer friend who won his first murder 

(homicide) case. 
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 He invites us to come down to 8th St some Saturday to an artists club which he says is 

very amusing. 

 

December 6, 1949 Worked on Venus & Faun panel. 

 Did a little restoration on a portrait of 19131697. This and another of the old portraits 

Helen is sending to Miss Kraushaar tomorrow. 

 A letter from Marion Hanfeldt1698 seems to indicate that she received the fellowship I 

wrote a recommendation last summer. 

 General Eisenhour[sic]1699 came from the war a hero and he flatly refused to be a 

presidential candidate in ‘48. He now comes out as a foe of the welfare programs of government. 

I think that the reactionary Republican party has reached him. 

 

December 7, 1949 Working on editing and changing earlier works in the morning, Kraushaar 

collected 2 framed paintings 

 Girl with Rose in Hat (Miss Converse) 26x321700 

 
1697 Probably Henrietta Mayer, Yellow Evening Gown, Coral Necklace (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 206. 
Helen mentions it in her footnote of December 8. 

1698 Unknown. 

1699 Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969) President of the United States from 1953-1961 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_D._Eisenhower)  

1700 Miss Converse Seated, Full-Length (private collection) Elzea 235 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_D._Eisenhower
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 Girl in Chair “ 26x321701 

 Miss K. has a client who may be interested. 

 In the evening B. Bomar across the hall entertained us at a remarkable East Indian dinner 

with curry, chicken, rice chutney and other side adjuncts which he ordered from a restaurant & 

caterer up town. All delivered by a large negro dressed in a masqurade[sic] looking Indian 

costume. He came in just before I did and I mistook a gesture of Gill’1702s as introduction (Our 

meeting with R. Duncan at Mary Roberts apartment a few nights since seemed to influence me). 

I started to shake hands “Pleased to know you---” A girl friend of B B. Miss Stephanie 

Deacon1703, a Louisiannan now in Radio & Research for the United Nations. A very pleasant 

intelligent and likable girl also there for dinner. 

 Later another friend of B. Jose Pavan1704 & wife came in. Bill showed color films made 

in stereoscopic camera, two prints(?) thrown into one by looking through a small stereoscope.1705 

 

December 8, 1949 Worked on hands of an old portrait about 1913 (later in the day)1706 

 
1701 ??? 

1702 What is this referring to? 

1703 Unknown. 

1704 Unknown. 

1705 Sloan was shocked that Bill Bomar was excited by the color in these stereoscopic films. 
“Young artists brought up on the ultra modern movements never look at nature any more. They 
don’t get color ideas from nature, don’t see things around them.” And Bill, who had studied with 
Sloan - at one time said that “painting things - had been done” - (But he did paint portraits, still 
life & landscape) 
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 In the evening Mrs Goodkind came to sit again and we worked on our panels started last 

week. 

 Worked on some details of “Plaza Santa Fe” which was invited by the Penna Acad of 

F.A.1707 and was by my request sent back for this purpose. I subtly improved it. 

 In the evening we dined at Walter Pachs. Charles Brooks1708 son of Van Wyck B. whom I 

last met in Santa Fe in 1936(?) the image of his dad. He is recently divorced from wife, an artist 

who let him do the housework (we hear). He is a carpenter and a Yale grad. and keeps up interest 

in literature and art. I very worth while fellow and likable. He & his brother Kenyon B1709. have 

incomes from their mother who died some years ago. An evening of conversation very much in 

contrast superior to last night and Saturday last. 

 W. Pach showed some paintings made lately. They are improving and one of Geo. F. Off 

(one time on board of Soc. Ind. Artists) was quite good. His painting dont give much indication 

of his interest in ultra modern tendencies. 

 

 
1706 Sketch portrait of “Henrietta Mayer in Yellow”. The hands had been left unfinished. As it was 
otherwise a very handsome picture, it seemed a shame for it to be left undone. (I kept records in 
card catalogue of these changes - in case of technical disturbance later). 

1707 “The 145th Annual Exhibition of the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts,” ran from January 22-
February 26, 1950. See Elzea 2, page 487 

1708 Harvard graduate 

Charles Van Wyck Brooks (1912-1991), writer (http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6v40t9x)  

1709 Oliver Kenyon Brooks (1916-?), publisher (http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6n89395)  

http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6v40t9x
http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6n89395


1137 
 

December 9, 1949 Karen Goodkind posed for the portrait again this morning. I had considerable 

trouble but got it going later. 

 In the afternoon Bill Bomar bade us goodbye. He is driving in his car, home to Fort 

Worth to stay over Xmas and return in the middle of January. The contents of his refrigerator at 

this point he made over to us. Some luxuries here that we dont afford. 

 

December 10, 1949 Helen advised a let down in my activity today and I obeyed. She is noted for 

her wisdom - enough for more than two. I dont think I worked more than an hour & a half today. 

 I made a concoction of Liquid Floor Wax as purchased at A&P. plus powdered pumice 

and I applied it over parts of our newly waxed living room floor to reduce the skid tendency. It 

seems to work right well, altho’ it reduces the beautiful gloss. As we have no accident insurance 

it may be the part of wisdom. 

  

December 11, 1949 A real day of rest. I needed it. I did an hour all told of walking up and down 

the living room. But kept away from the studio. 

 

December 12, 1949 Karen Goodkind called off her agreement to pose for us this morning which 

as the day is quite dark and “smog” from the soft coal used in the city has settled all over like a 

fog. 
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 In the afternoon Mr Colton photographer called on us. He says that Milch gallery has a 

customer interested in his J.S. painting “Better Mouse Traps” which Colton bought from Hall of 

Art some years ago. I told Colton that if it is sold it will hurt my prices unless it goes for $1000 

to $1200. I agreed to buy it from C. for $500.00. He is to give me the little nude he got from me 

for $35.00 in photo work. 

 This should force Milch to pay $600. or more. The buyer according to Milch is giving 

Indian subjects to Museums. 

 I also wrote a letter changing the name of picture to “Indian Art by the Highway as the 

possible buyer “dont like the word Mouse”! 

 In the evening we called on the Moscowitz. Some of the drawings made by little Diana 

show extraordinary talent for a child. Anna’s sketching designs for some city subjects as Xmas 

cards for S. Golden Am. Artist group. 

 

December 13, 1949 Tinkering on “Plaza” and doing some varnishing. Also worked on “Church 

at Abiquiu N.M.” 

 We had great success in cleaning a panel which has hung over a radiator in the studio for 

several years. We used “Green Soap” diluted 1/2 on cotton followed by turpentine. It had a 

wonderful discovery for us but of course has been known by restorers. 

 

December 14, 1949 Mrs Karen Goodkind on Monday called up and put off her engagement to 

pose for us until today. But this morning she is not well and so we got at other chores. I worked 



1139 
 

on the “Church at Abiquiu” panel to its improvement I think. Helen got out a lunch room picture 

started some time ago. 

 In the afternoon we took a walk together up 8th Ave to 34th and back. A clear not too 

cold day. 

 After dinner Ira Moskowitz came in and we helped him write an agreement with Am. 

Artists Group (S. Golden) covering the silk screen prints of the American Cities which Anna is 

designing for them. 

 We read in the Santa Fe paper a note that W. Shuster is leaving for a visit to Pasadena 

Cal. 

 Worked over a Double Crostic in the Saturday Review of Literature.1710 Eliz. S. 

Kingsley1711 who makes them is a friend of Helen’s mother supports herself by them. Very 

intriguing. We worked on this one until 2 A.M. Still some points unsolved. 

 

December 15, 1949 Breakfast in bed as usual. I note this as a grateful recognition of Helen’s 

care for me. 

 Painted on “Circe” during the afternoon. Helen went shopping down town at 

Wanamaker’s. 

 
1710 Ruth Martin had given us subscription to Saturday Review of Lit. We found ourselves 
magnetized by the Double Crostics & had to stop starting them - for we would sit up far into the 
night. Sloan always had a good mind for this kind of thing. 

1711 Elizabeth S. Kingsley (1871-1957) puzzle constructor, inventor of the “double crostic” puzzle 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Kingsley)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Kingsley
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 Heard Sam Golden interviewed on his Xmas cards on WQXR radio station. According to 

Sam his cards are fine works of art by fine artists. 

 In the late afternoon we went down to Whitney Museum where we met a considerable 

gathering of artists and wives etc. The Opening of the Ex of Contemporary Amer. Painting1712. 

Ed. Holger Cahill and Dorothy Miller Lloyd Goodrich & wife Hermon More, director, Loren 

McIvor1713 & husband1714, Judy & Philip Evergood S Klonis of the League, John Morse 

publicity for A.S. League W. McNulty W. Zorach. 

 Advanced a hand to Walkowitz1715 to forget his fued against me which has gone on for 

some years past. 

 
1712 “1949 Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Painting 1948-1950” ran from December 16, 
1949 to February 5, 1950. See Whitney exhibition archives. 

1713 Loren MacIver (1909-1998), first woman to enter MoMA’s permanent collection 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loren_MacIver)  

1714 Lloyd Frankenberg (1907-1975) poet, critic ( https://www.nytimes.com/1975/03/14/archives/lloyd-
frankenberg-a-poet-anthologist-and-critic-67-dies.html)  

1715 Abraham Walkowitz (1878-1965), Modernist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Walkowitz).  

The Smithsonian Archives mention a 1919 letter of apology from Sloan to Walkowitz, but does not 
elaborate further. The letter itself is digitized by the SIAAA and is in the Walkowitz Papers, box 1, folder 
27, and reads: 

 My dear Walkowitz:-- 

 Hamilton Field has told me that you still remember the thoughtless and impatient remark I made 
to you during the exciting days of the hanging of the Exhibition last spring. I mean my statement that you 
“were looking out for the interests of the Chosen People” or something to that effect. 

 I am sorry you still hold this in mind against me as you must surely remember that I almost 
immediately apologized for saying it. I reiterate my apology in writing and say as I did then, that it was a 
remark throroughly denied [?] by my life, my politics, my work, and my ideas. That I need badly to be 
pardoned for anything the the childish siezing [sic] of some foolish weapon in a moment of impatience. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loren_MacIver
https://www.nytimes.com/1975/03/14/archives/lloyd-frankenberg-a-poet-anthologist-and-critic-67-dies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1975/03/14/archives/lloyd-frankenberg-a-poet-anthologist-and-critic-67-dies.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Walkowitz
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 Ernest Fiene1716 and pretty wife ex student of mine. Isabel Howland1717 ex. student. I. 

Rice Periera an ingenious artist small girl.1718 Ralph Pierson1719 critic & artist very tall. Cyril 

Scott1720, son of musician M. Humere witty modern, Lee Jackson, Cyril Sloane1721 ex student. 

 
 Another thing Field informed me—that I had made the remark that Weber was “just looking for 
an excuse to dodge work” when told that his mother had died—I deny this and have written to Weber 
denying it. I made this remark but it was when told he could not help on account of his mother very 
sick—frankly I did not believe it. I don’t know why I was stupid enough to think he’s invent an excuse, 
for it was stupid. I have apologized to him for it—as for saying it in response to the death of his mother, I 
have never known that his mother died until Field told me the story. 

Let’s try to work all together on the Independent Exhibition and forget personal differences. I have 
perhaps too frankly told you how you annoyed me by what I thought were small interferences and I have 
never asked your pardon for those comments—but I do now and hope you’ll laugh at them and forgive a 
very sincere admirer of your work. 

Yours 

John Sloan 

Hamilton Field (1873-1922) artist, critic, teacher, connoisseur 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton_Easter_Field)  

Weber refers to Max Weber. 

1716 Ernest Fiene (1894-1965), lithographer and etcher (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Fiene)  

1717 Isabella Howland (1895-1974), known for painting, sculpture, and caricature 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isabella_Howland)  

1718 On some other occasion when Sloan met I. Rice Pereira he remarked that he “had lost my 
mouse in one of your pictures”. 

 The technique amused him, but he did not consider the work painting. “The work of a 
textile designer,” he said. 

 Loren McIver’s things (the earlier ones) he liked for sensitivity & emotional qualities. 

Irene Rice Pereira (1902-1971), Modernist painter and poet 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I._Rice_Pereira)  

1719 Ralph M. Pearson (1883-1958) etcher, printmaker (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/ralph-m-pearson-
3729)  

1720 Cyril Scott (1879-1970) English composer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyril_Scott)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton_Easter_Field
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Fiene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isabella_Howland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I._Rice_Pereira
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/ralph-m-pearson-3729
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/ralph-m-pearson-3729
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyril_Scott
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 A very happy occasion only artists invited. Centered about the cocktail bar. Little 

attention paid the pictures. 

 

December 16, 1949 This is officially called Waterless Friday1722. We are asked to save water 

this day! altho the reservoirs are 2/3 empty! 

 Helen and I are in the water saving habit. We often get along with 5 gal per day. New 

York uses 190 gals per day per person! (of course this includes industrial usage.) 

 Worked on “Circe” I find her hard to break away from as Ulysses did. 

 X.J. Barile came in and stayed to dinner. Afterward He & Helen went to a meeting of the 

local chapter of Artists Equity. Before dinner Ruth Martin and Mr Glover dropped in with a 

present for me, a new Kersten pipe. 

 

December 17, 1949 Worked several hours today. Circe is being improved I believe. 

 In the evening we went up town to have dinner with Helen’s friend, born in Williamsport, 

Sarah Keyser widow of the mathematician Cassius K. She took us to dine at Butler Hall. Her 

 
1721 Cyril Sloane (dates unknown) painter, founded the art department at St. Michael’s College in 
Vermont 
(http://academics.smcvt.edu/collegeartcollection/casey/College%20Art/Alum%20and%20Miscellanious/
Cy%20Sloane/Main%20Page%20CS.htm)  

1722 The city was undergoing a drought at this time. December 16, 1949 became “Waterless Friday,” 
where people were encouraged not to bathe or shave to save water. See “No Bath, No Shave on Friday! 
‘Waterless Day’ in New York,” by Charles G. Bennett, New York Times, December 14, 1949. 

http://academics.smcvt.edu/collegeartcollection/casey/College%20Art/Alum%20and%20Miscellanious/Cy%20Sloane/Main%20Page%20CS.htm
http://academics.smcvt.edu/collegeartcollection/casey/College%20Art/Alum%20and%20Miscellanious/Cy%20Sloane/Main%20Page%20CS.htm
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friend Mr Alex. Smith1723 an industrial engineer who comes from Southern Pennsylvania. They 

met when she was going to college. 

 Sarah talked of her summer trip to Norway and Europe travelling by plane 9 separate 

flights. 

 

December 18, 1949 Helen gave me my usual breakfast in bed and I stayed there all morning. 

After 12 I got up and went upstairs to the studio and worked a couple of hours on “Circe”. 

 We went up to the Neelys for dinner and spent an interesting evening. After a good roast 

ham dinner other friends dropped in Mr Rice dramatic editor of Evening Post, Miss Lynn 

Stone1724 whom we met before, Margo ----1725 a friend of Mr Rice Kenneth ----1726 one of 

lecturers at Planetarium1727 who “reads Proust” a tall greying young man from the Presby. 

Hospital where Madeline Neely is chief operator (of telephone). Mr Rice is enthusiastic about 

New Mexico, especialy[sic] in Gallup as a surviving frontier town. 

 We rode down town with Miss Stone who writes a serial for radio and is at work on two 

plays for theatre she has a girl colaboratoress. 

 
1723 Unknown. 

1724 Lynn Stone co-wrote the radio soap Valiant Lady (1938-46 and 1951-52), among others 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valiant_Lady_(radio)). See Ellet, Radio Drama and Women Comedy 
Writers, p. 184 for more information. 

1725 Unknown. 

1726 Unknown. 

1727 The original Hayden Planetarium was in operation from 1935-1997 before it re-opened in 2000. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_Center_for_Earth_and_Space)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valiant_Lady_(radio))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_Center_for_Earth_and_Space
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 A letter form Joe Reed says he is getting well and painting. Cold in Santa Fe. 

 

December 19, 1949 We drew from Miss Moody this morning. She posed for us several times 

last spring. We both were rather rusty in our drawing muscles. 

 Helen is sending out a great many Xmas cards. She bought them from Ann Moscowitz. 

They are silk screen prints based on New Mex. “Santos” and are quite worth while. 

 A note from Marinobel Smith (Wheelock)1728 in the hospital Santa Fe, tells of a fall and 

broken leg now in a cast and to be laid up for some time. We are shocked and unhappy at the 

news. 

 

December 20, 1949 Worked on changes in the large “Circe” panel today. 

 Helen went up to Browns Art store to see if her painting had been hung by the Artists 

Equity in their group of members works who have no gallery affiliation. She found it on the 

walls which have 4 lines of picture. She thought it not very good company. 

 She painted on a portrait of Ruth Martin starte[d] last winter. In her spare time these days 

she is typing my old diaries. I suppose she hopes that posterity will be interested. 

 

 
1728 Marinobel Smith Wheelock (tentative dates: 1895-1968) seems to have been a writer and 
educator. Possibly associated with the Baha’I faith. 
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December 21, 1949 Drawing from Miss Moody who is much thinner than she was last year. 

Two charcoal drawings this morning. 

 Tinkering on panels in the afternoon and then a nap to rest up for the evening. 

 Up town to the Knickerbocker club in the evening where after the usual period of 

cocktails, which as Mr Yeats said are a great means of opening up conversation, we sat down to 

a good dinner. I sat next to Dr W E B DuBois and Percy Granger1729 left and Eugene Higgins 

and Jos. Farrell1730 on right architect Lindberg and Melvina Hoffman1731 across with Mr Cecil 

Howard1732, sculp. 

 After dinner Douglas Moore1733 pres of Institute announced results of vote on the Gold 

Medal. It goes to me John Sloan. Is to be announced publicly later. Many present congratulated 

me. As I said, After 70 anything may happen!1734 

 
1729 George Percy Aldridge Grainger (11882-1961) Australian-born composer, participated in revival of 
British folk music in the 20th century (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percy_Grainger)  

1730 Unknown. 

1731 Malvina Hoffman (1885-1966) sculptor and writer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malvina_Hoffman)  

1732 Cecil Howard (1888-1956) Canadian-American sculptor 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecil_de_Blaquiere_Howard)  

1733 Douglas Moore (1893-1969) composer, educator, wrote Yale fight song “Goodnight, Harvard” 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Moore)  

1734 When Sloan came home that night, he was radiant. “Well - I got it” he said when he came in. 
The recognition from authors & composers meant most to him. (He felt that there was some 
kind of unanimous & affectionate gesture to him as a man which really warmed his heart. Much 
as he enjoyed being the “lone wolf” he could not help liking genuine regard.) 

 If he had not received the vote, he would have been satisfied in another way. He never 
talked about wanting it, or expecting it, or caring - before the vote. And of course, he “beefed” 
about it’s being a bad sign, from this time on. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percy_Grainger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malvina_Hoffman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecil_de_Blaquiere_Howard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Moore
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 Discussion of candidates followed. When it came to artist I vehemently opposed Andrew 

Wyeth, whose publicity is based on the current photo caused misunderstanding of realism. 

 

December 22, 1949 Worked on the old panel “Venus and Faun” which has been through many 

repaintings and I have a photo of its past which looks better than the painting did to me at that 

time. I hope to improve it at length! 

 Last Sunday’s “Santa Fe New Mexican” has a review1735 of Ira Moskowitz’s book on the 

Indians, written by Van Soelen of Santa Fe, who gives most of his space to criticism of John 

Collier’s text and also gives my introduction a few digs. He is a run of the mill artist and is 

inclined to do police duty on the side. As Ira had persuaded Dutton & Co to send him Van S. a 

copy of this $15.00 book for review he, Ira, is rather disappointed. 

 Helen went to Kraushaars and saw the print collection on Ex.1736 Also stopped at 

Knickerbocker Club and retrieved my cane, left there last night. 

 

December 23, 1949 Our model phoned that she has a bad cold, so that she did not come. 

 Helen and I painted on struggle panels during the day. 

 Xmas cards are arriving every mail and some presents, a box of tea from Mrs Jane 

Padover a bottle of Scots whiskey from Viv Organ. 

 
1735 Archives of the Santa Fe New Mexican on newspapers.com are incomplete and do not include this 
review. 

1736 Kraushaar records are incomplete and do not mention this show. 
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 We are going to let Helen’s mother buy my panel of Helen sketching on the garage roof 

of “Sinagua” which is titled “Girls Eye View”. She will give it to Dr Farr as a Xmas present. We 

made the price $350.00 

 

December 24, 1949 Working in the morning & afternoon. Late in the afternoon XJ Barile came 

bringing gifts as usual 2 bottles of Wine, cigars & cigarettes! He is incorrigible in this way. We 

gave him 2 cartons of cigarettes. 

 After supper Ira Moscowitz Anna and little Diana came up and met Dr Farr and Helen’s 

mother who had dropped in after a party at Bartletts in the Village. 

 Ira sat with us and talked very interestingly until after 12 oclock. He has really fine 

qualities of mind honorable & friendly. Thinks well of everyone yet is worldly wise. 

 

December 25, 1949 After working in the morning, neither of us with outstanding success, we 

went up town bearing a load of Xmas gifts. We had dinner about 3 oclock at Dr Farr’s. His 

Helen (my Helen’s mother) prepared a very good roast beef dinner. Her cousin Marjory Worth 

was a guest and Dr Hollon Farr and Wife Ann and baby Charles (“Chips”) also were there. This 

baby looks very well but resented the change from his home by loud & long weeping. 

 Many presents loaded the piano in the living room and we opened them after dinner. Dr 

Farr was much pleased with the picture “Girls eye View” which mother bought from us to give 

to him. 
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 After taking Ann & “Chips” home, to “Stuyvesant Town” brother Hollon came back and 

took Miss Worth and Helen and I home in his car. 

 We were home before 8 oclock. Helen made tea & a light supper and we were quite tired 

so early to bed. 

 

December 26, 1949 Again Miss M. is unable to pose for us. We both painted during the day on 

old starts. 

 In the evening Helen typed on my 1908 diary and also worked on her card index of my 

performances of the past. 

 A ripple of sneezes and chills seem to indicate a cold coming on, so Helen gave me after 

supper and in bed later a couple of the new antihistamine pills. They have had much publicity 

lately as cold preventions. 

 Wrote Margot Varga an Art Ed. of Life to say how I appreciated their great reproduction 

in color of Michael Angelo’s Sistine Chapel frescoes. Grottos also & Tapestries. 

 

December 27, 1949 Spent the day in bed taking 2 more of the antihistamine tablets. At first thick 

headed and drowsy but after lunch I sat in bed and read a very entertaining biography of W.C. 
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Fields, the juggler and comedian. Written by Robt Lewis Taylor it is a fine piece of character 

study.1737 

 Geo. Luks seems to have a little like Fields in some ways. 

 Helen stopped the pills after noon and I seem to be feeling better tonight. 

 

December 28, 1949 Our model turned up today and altho I did not feel like working Helen and I 

drew from her in the morning. 

 I rested most of the afternoon. 

 Helen went out on errands and about five she told me that the Bell’s were due to take us 

out for dinner. 

 I dressed and they arrived with friends from N. Jersey Mr & Mrs Schmidt. To dinner at 

the sea food restaurant in this building. A good dinner as is usual there. All of us came back to 

our apartment. I showed a few pictures. Schmidt seems to like the linear “glaze”. 

 I went to bed early read a little on the Book of Job and studied some ancient word atlas in 

the rear of a bible H. has had since she was about 8 years old in school1738 

 
1737 Sloan thought that he might have seen Fields in Phila. vaudeville. Said the newspapers used 
to pass out theatre tickets now & then, but he rarely took them. He was not sent out on 
assignments of this kind. Glackens, Shinn & Luks were poster draughtsmen. 

 In going over the old newspaper files, one finds that almost all Sloan’s work was in 
Poster Style - illustrations for Sunday paper & headings for Society, Atlantic City, Cooking & 
other feature columns - done in semi-decorative style - often with handsome lettering. 
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December 29, 1949 Working on the old panel “Venus & Fawn” during the day. 

 
1738 Sloan often endured suffering with heroism - and at the time of the 1943 operation with the 
terrible burn sores on his legs he said he “felt like Job.” 

 His attacks on corruption in institutions so often reminded me of the prophets, in purpose 
and zeal. I was interested in seeing whether he would talk about the bible & so brought it down 
from Mother’s apartment. He found the print hard on his eyes. Now & then I found him reading it 
here or in Santa Fe. When I bought the copy we had in Santa Fe he said “Why do you think I 
need to read it?” and I assured him this was not the case. He knew I would never let a priest 
near him for this I had promised. He had pity & contempt for free thinkers who were converted 
on the sick bed. 

 I did not to tell him that I was curious to get his reactions to a book that had influenced 
the formation of his character. I had read it very little myself since childhood (when Baptism in 
the Park Avenue Baptist church had been more than I could stomach - The girls busy 
discussing what kind of underwear they would wear - in case they were seen by the boys, when 
scampering away from the immersion! This was the end of my faith in religious institutions 
keeping purity of spirit). 

 I suspect that Sloan avoided reading the bible at his age for fear he might become 
vulnerable to conversion of some kind. He made no bones about being afraid that M. Sheean 
might “mesmerize” him. “I’d really be afraid to meet that man”. And one Time he said that of the 
orthodox church ceremonies he preferred the Catholic & that there was so little difference 
between it & the Episcopalian, he would prefer the Mother Church. He had many Catholic 
friends - sometimes argued with them violently (especially Teresa Bakos’s who would be human 
& candid about the “humanity” of the church but when he attacked the Pope - Teresa would say 
“Oh, No - John - Not the Pope!”) 

 He was a real heretic. In my feeling, he was a religious man because he had humility 
and a great sense of human justice - But he belonged in no “orthodox” situation. 

 His appreciation for the Indian’s society - religion, culture, arts - made him thoughtful - 
made him “wonder what was going to supplant religion” as the binding impulse for art - but he 
came back always to Humanism s his way of seeing life. 

 He believed in a creative spirit - a good spirit that exists for all - but not in an 
anthropomorphic god. Looking at the stars one night in Santa Fe “How can I look up there & 
believe in a man-made god?” He would accept that as allegory if others wanted it - so long as 
they did not seek power with their belief. It was the political power of the Roman Church he 
hated. 
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 Read in the “New Mexican” that Shuster is going to Pasadena Cal. to decorate a “Santa 

Fe” float for their festival. 

 In the evening Mr & Mrs Scott Corbett called on us. He is a writer with a new book based 

on his experiences as a homeowner in New York title “The Reluctant Landlord”. He is a friend 

of Don Freeman’s and says he saw the Ex of my work at the Hudson Guild four times. 

 The evening went pleasantly in talk. He likes my line glazed pictures. 

 A letter from Miss Varga1739 of “Life” thanking me for it returning a check for one dollar 

I had enclosed for duplicate reproductions. 

 

December 30, 1949 Trying to cut down on smoking 

Miss Moody posed this morning and Helen and I made drawings. H. got some fine 

results. 

 Filled out entry blank for Frances Strain’s Rennaissance Soc Chicago Ex of Prints1740, 

sending another blank (filled out) to Kraushaar. 

 In the afternoon a visit from Marion Humfield1741 now teaching at Univ of Missouri with 

a young student named Dudley1742 studying at the AS League with R. Marsh. 

 
1739 Margit Varda (1908-2005) artist, gallerist, arts director at LIFE 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/margit-varga-papers-9042)  

1740 This show was “Contemporary American Prints Selected by Five Printmakers,” which ran January 
26-February 1950 (http://www.renaissancesociety.org/exhibitions/149/contemporary-american-prints-
selected-by-five-printmakers/)  

https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/margit-varga-papers-9042
http://www.renaissancesociety.org/exhibitions/149/contemporary-american-prints-selected-by-five-printmakers/
http://www.renaissancesociety.org/exhibitions/149/contemporary-american-prints-selected-by-five-printmakers/
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 She is quite enthusiastic about my work and the young man likes the “line glaze” and 

work of the last twenty years, which pleases me a lot. 

 Ira M. dropped in a few minutes, after dinner. Had a letter from Van Soelen, Santa Fe 

rather excusing himself on the very poor review he wrote of Ira’s book for the “S.F. New Mex”. 

 

December 31, 1949 * “Life” has an extraordinary presentation of 1900-1950 Life & Times in 

U.S.A. In the section on art they give credit to our ex of 1908.1743 Henri, Sloan & “Wealthy” 

Arthur B. Davies are mentioned but no credit is Ever given to Walter Pach who really guided 

Davies in Paris and knew the leaders of Modern Movement. 

 Helen and I started out to walk about 11.30 AM But we noticed that an 8th Avenue 

Movie house advertized a W. S. Fields1744 picture, so we went in and enjoyed “The Bank 

Dick”1745 very much. We have just read a biography1746 of Fields and enjoyed the picture on that 

account. A sad life! 

 
1741 Unknown. 

1742 Unknown. 

1743 See “The Great Armory Show of 1913: The Most Important Art Event of the Century Threw the 
People of the U.S. into an Uproar,” LIFE Magazine, January 2, 1950, p.58. 

1744 W.C. Fields (1880-1946), actor, vaudevillian, comedian (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._C._Fields)  

1745 The Bank Dick, released in 1940, stars Fields as an alcoholic who accidentally stops a bank robbery 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bank_Dick)  

1746 This biography was likely Robert Lewis Taylor’s W. C. Fields: His Follies and Fortunes, published in 
1949. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._C._Fields
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bank_Dick
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 The animated drawings gave me the same great laughs as the[y] had in the past. I have 

seen very few, very few, moving pictures. 

(pen & ink sketches on following pages) 
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JOHN SLOAN DIARY 1950 

 

January 1, 1950 Helen and I took a walk in the morning, down 6th Av to 14th St. The sky is 

overcast and looks like rain or snow, but none came. We had a light lunch when we came home, 

and later in the afternoon Helen’s pa & ma (Dr & Mrs Farr) came to have dinner with us. Helen 

did herself proud by roasting a breast of veal made very tender by her treating it with a juice of 

papaya. It was very good and so tender! 

 We sat quite long at table and afterward the girls and I worked on a double crostic in 

Sunday’s Times made by the same woman who has made them for Sat. Rev. Lit. for many years. 

 Helen and I stuck to it after the Farrs left and finished before we turned in to bed. 

 Neither H. nor I smoked today 

 Not a N.Year Resolution. 

 

January 2, 1950 Making drawings in the morning H. and I worked from Miss Moody. In the 

afternoon we enjoyed a walk up 8th Ave to 34th St, across to 6th Ave now officially Avenue of 

the Americas1747 but still generally called ‘Sixth’ as of old. As it is a holiday the streets are pretty 

quiet, but we saw several persons pathetic in different ways. A soldier & wife looking in 

Gimbel’s 5th Ave window with Mink coats at over $5000.00. 

 
1747 Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia signed a bill in 1945 changing the name, but the street is still largely 
referred to as Sixth (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sixth_Avenue_(Manhattan))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sixth_Avenue_(Manhattan))
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 In the afternoon visited by a pottery artisan who had come out to “Sinagua” to see us this 

summer. Warren Gilbertson accompanied by a very attractive black eyed black haired girl from 

Greenwich village Miss Clark1748 her name. 

 After our dinner we gave up a couple of hours in the evening to a Miss Shannon1749 who 

wanted and got an interview for the new little “Chelsea News.” She says she knew Petitpas when 

she first came to N.Y. years ago. 

 She wanted photographs but we referred her to Corcoran Gallery Wash. who own 

Petitpas picture. She took up too much time. 

 Exhausted I smoked 1/2 a cigar. First for the Year. 

January 3, 1950 We both started portrait panels of Miss Moody this morning staring tempera 

underpainting.1750 Helens st art is very promising, much better than mine. 

 If I was of even age with H. we could not work together, I suppose, but we seem to 

manage as it is. Of course I have more time to work at my disposal than she has.1751 

 
1748 Unknown. 

1749 Unknown. 

1750 Elzea indicates that Sloan is referring to Miss Moody (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 1235. Cannot find in 
TMS 

1751 People often remarked that we seemed to get along well working together & that my work 
did not imitate his. I said that because of the difference in age etc. there was no conflict, no 
sense of jealousy about time & attention etc. Very often artist marriages are not good for this 
reason. 

 Occasionally, I got started on a drawing or painting with more speed & ease than he did, 
but that was all. When this depressed him, I could always show that he came through with 
better goods! I hoped I would never have to pretend for him...if he were to lose his abilities. 
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 Ernest Roth delivered some prints from my plates today. By some misunderstanding he 

has printed another 100 proofs of “Wake of the Ferry.” Helen phoned him and said that we 

would accept them, making 350 proofs! 

 Helen is busy in spare time these days typing out my old diaries. She’s been doing this 

off and on for a year or more. After a couple of hours she switches to sewing. 

 I signed and titled 173 etched proofs this afternoon. 

 Ira Moskowitz came up after dinner reports good sale of his “Indian Pattern & 

Ceremonials” by Dutton & Co. 

 

January 4, 1950 Worked on sundry panels during the day. 

 The weather is strangely warm these several days as high as 70o. 

 In the evening the Harry Wickey’s came to dine with us. Maria his wife seems to be in 

good health again. She has a wit of her own and good judgement of pictures. Harry is one of the 

really intelligent appreciators of painting. He does not paint but has done splendid etchings and 

his sculpture is very important tho’ not much known. I was much pleased at his liking of most of 

my recent work. 

 
 Some of these remarks about my work, he made to me at the time, quite genuinely. 
(Some I feel were written to be found later, for confidence & comfort.) I did not read the diary as 
he wrote it, he left it around, & I glanced at it occasionally. But his early diary he had written for 
Dolly to see & said he always made much of her cooking & found ways to praise her in other 
ways to give her confidence, so she would not become melancholy etc & find reason to drink. 
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 They live up the Hudson Cornwall beside the river. In the winter they are sometimes cut 

off for the week by snow & cold. Dave Golden is and he has had them come to town and live in 

his apartment which gives them a nice change. 

 

January 5, 1950 I worked again in the repair and editing department. 

 After lunch H. went up to the Met. Museum and saw the exhibition of VanGogh1752 

works which has been on for several weeks. 

 I decided not to see it because I am too much inclined to stay home, and also because I 

really do not think too much of his painting. The drawings are very good. H. says the show was 

refreshing. Perhaps I should leave my own rather stupid tinkering long enough to see this work 

which has made such a post mortem success. 

 Helen went to bed early feeling a little tendency to a cold, perhaps. As I sneezed once I 

also took a tablet of Histamine (this is a new drug, very efficient at start of cold which I used on 

my cold of a couple of weeks since. 

 

January 6, 1950 A dull day and too warm for the season. 

 We are both cutting down on smoking and both now have colds. Mine is held up by 

histamine tablets.  

 I did some painting on the “Venus and Fawn” panel. 

 
1752 Van Gogh: Paintings and Drawings ran October 21, 1949 to January 15, 1950. 
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 As we both have colds H. slept in the living room. 

 Lately in several published articles the age of JOHN MARIN1753 a very fine and quite 

original artist is given as 79 and 80!!! years. “Who’s Who” (year 1916) born 1875  

 “ “ 1936, ‘38 “ 1870 

 “ “ 1948  born “Dec 23 1872 

 Whos Who in Art 1947 - 1872 

How old is Marin? 

 

January 7, 19501754 Miss Moody posed this morning. H. made good drawings I went on with the 

tempera underpainting of a portrait started Tuesday. 

 The weather has become more seasonable much colder. 

 A Santa Fe paper has a big half tone of the Santa Fe float designed by W. Shuster. It 

received one of the prizes for out of Pasadena cities. 

 The paper says the contributors to the float expenses are very pleased. Shuster left to visit 

in San Francisco. 
 

1753 John Marin (1870-1953) American modernist, watercolorist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Marin)  

1754 We stopped smoking while working, a great change for Sloan, who always had a pipe in his 
mouth, usually unlit. The palette table & easel would be scattered with matches after a 
morning’s work. 

 Cutting down to 4 smokes a day this year made a real difference in Sloan’s vitality. He 
had real won’t power about going without things. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Marin
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 We slept apart again tonight and we both slept well. 

 The old “Evening Sun” has gone out acquired by World-Telegram, which is the Scripps 

Howard conquest of the World and Sun by the Telegram.1755 

 

January 8, 1950 I stay abed quite late and as my cold still holds on I did very little work in the 

studio. 

 Helen and I are now patients together altho’ she is carrying on all her domestic duties and 

typing from my diary as well. 

 I sent in ballot on the candidates for membership in Am. Inst. Arts & Letters. Voted 

against Hammerstein (literary) against Andrew Wyeth (Art)1756and against others. For: F. 

Mann1757, Wm Carlos Williams1758 (Lit), Maldarelli1759 (Sclup). 

 
1755 After the acquisition of The New York Sun, the paper was known as the New York World-Telegram 
and The Sun, which shuttered in 1966 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_World-Telegram)  

1756 Sloan felt that Wyeth had a kind a technical skill that was a “curse” to him as an artist - said 
that it carried away his mind, that he should work with his left hand & study Carpaccio & other 
artists who drew from memory concepts. 

 Wyeth’s work he felt was an example of photographic representational art that was 
rightly criticized by the abstract artists. 

 This underlined criticism Sloan candidly repeated to the artist. He was always honest & 
manly in his attacks. He told Wyeth that he had opposed his election “You are too young to 
have success.” 

1757 ??? 

1758 William Carlos Williams (1883-1963) Modernist poet 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Carlos_Williams)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_World-Telegram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Carlos_Williams
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 Several former writers on the “Sun” go to “Journal-American1760” a Hearst paper. The 

paper dies - they are Hearsed. 

 This evening Helen and I sat up with Scot’s whiskey curing our colds. 

 Reading old letters of JB Yeats to me 1917. Evidently I had assumed a pacifist position in 

first war. I still think it was reasonable. But I dont deny that an artist need not concern himself 

with such opinions. 

 

January 9, 1950 Very little energy for work today. Helen’s cold hangs on and mine while 

underdeveloped takes the energy out of me. 

 The Nationalist Koumuntang1761 dregs of Chinas Government by Thieves is now Driven 

off the mainland to Formosa1762. 

 Our congress has some who think that we should come to the defence[sic] of Chang1763’s 

government. A world War III could be the result of such a move. 

 
1759 Oronzio Maldarelli (1892-1963) Italian-American sculptor, teacher 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oronzio_Maldarelli)  

1760 The New York Journal-American ran from 1895 until it merged with the World Telegram and Sun and 
Herald Tribune in 1966. The combined paper folded in 1967. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Journal-American; 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_World_Journal_Tribune)  

1761 Kuomintang (National People’s Party) controlled mainland China from 1928-1949 until being pushed 
into Taiwan by Mao’s Communist Party. It is still a member of the Chinese Parliament today. 
(https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nationalist-Party-Chinese-political-party; http://spartacus-
educational.com/CHINAkuomintang.htm)   

1762 Formosa is the Portguese name for the Island of Taiwan and was in use beginning in the 1500s, when 
Portguese sailors called it “Ilha Formosa,” or “beautiful island.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oronzio_Maldarelli
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Journal-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_World_Journal_Tribune
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nationalist-Party-Chinese-political-party
http://spartacus-educational.com/CHINAkuomintang.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/CHINAkuomintang.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
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January 10, 1950 I puttered around with an old panel which I am sending to a benefit auction 

for “The Nation.” Their honest stand on the malign political power of the Catholic Church 

should be supported. 

 In the evening the Moskowitz’s stopped in to see us for a while. 

 I now and then have ideas I now and then tell them to H. This one she orders me to 

record (she should do it herself). 

 “Take a male dollar bill and a female dollar-bill - Put them in a drawer together, Shut the 

drawer, Leave it shut for 5 years, open it. You’ll find just the two bills. 

  Put dollar bills (sexless if you choose) in a savings bank. They will gather “interest” in a 

year.  

 Is this magic, or robbery? 

 

January 11, 1950 My cold is fully developed this morning. Stayed in bed late And H. phoned 

and cancelled our engagement to go on with the panels started some weeks ago from Mrs 

Goodkind who is now in better health. 

 
1763 Chiang Kai-Shek (1887-1975) leader of the Kuomintang, President of the Republic of China and ruler 
of Taiwan from 1950-1975 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiang_Kai-shek)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiang_Kai-shek
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 Ira Moskowitz with John Collier were interviewed on Mary Marg. McBride’s1764 

program at 1 this afternoon. Ira was all right not too high in key as is his tendency. Collier 

furnished most of the talk And the book got a good “plug.” I as writer of the foreward was 

mentioned by Mary Margaret as “very good friend” J.S. 

 A letter from Shuster: Automobiling with wife + John Adam (who drove out to see his 

float in Pasadena) on their way back to Santa Fe taking it slowly. 

  

January 12, 1950 All day in bed with Helen attending to my medicine and wants in the way of 

food. 

 A note from “Life” Miss Varga saying that they are using my letter to Editors in part (of 

course they are not using my expressed hope that Life’s reproduction of the masterpieces will 

bring more humility into the work of current artists) or words to that effect. 

 

January 13, 1950 Today I got up after lunch in bed. Miss Moody posed for us in the afternoon. 

Too cold in the studio so we worked in the living room, just making drawings. 

 Wrote to Mr Harvey of Germantown thanking him for cigars he sent me at Xmas. Made a 

rather poor drawing in the letter but Im feeling poorly! 

 Life” came today. They cut my letter as I expected. Seems to indicate that their view is 

biased for “fashion”. 
 

1764 Mary Margaret McBride (1899-1976) radio host known for women-oriented programming, known as 
the “First Lady of Radio” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Margaret_McBride)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Margaret_McBride
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 An article in “Life”1765 about Utrillo1766 who has all the qualifications for a current fad. 

This story should advance the values of his erratic works. All progress in his work was stopped 

by his insane drinking, he therefor produced an uneven series of works all of one tendency some 

bad some good, habitual as his drinking. 

 An Ex of Prendergasts work is now on at Kraushaars1767. Such a contrast yet produced 

concurrently with the excresences of M. Utrillo. An intelligent man deaf for many years Maurice 

Prendergast lived & painted without encounters with police. No scandal no foundations for 

Success. (Bitch goddess) But Great Works. 

 

January 14, 1950 We painted on our portrait starts of Miss Moody1768 this morning. We are both 

under par. But the panels are going right well. I think so of Helen’s. She thinks so of mine! 

 

January 15, 1950 I tinkered with a small panel Nude and Swan for the “Nations” auction 

Practically repainting the figure and some of the surroundings. 

Helen did several hours of typing from my diary of 1909. 
 

1765 See “The Dark Wine of Genius,” by Robert Coughlan, LIFE Magazine, January 16, 1950, pp 87-102. 

1766 Maurice Utrillo (1883-1955) French painter born in Montmartre 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Utrillo)  

1767 Kraushaar archives do not have exact dates, but the show “Maurice Prendergast Retrospective of Oils 
and Watercolors” was on display in January 1950. According to Art News, the show ran from January 3-
28. See Art News, January 1950 issue, p. 66 

1768 Miss Moody was called home to take are of her mother so this picture was not finished. 
Sloan took it up later, & reworked the head in tempera, leaving the panel in a very interesting 
state. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Utrillo
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 After a good spaghetti dinner in the evening Mary Fanton Roberts brought Wm Carman 

Roberts1769’ (her late husbands) nephew Goodridge Roberts and a young artist, both Canadians, 

over to see us. I took the young men up to the studio and showed them some pictures. They 

seemed to have some liking for them. They had seen the Van Gogh Ex at the Metropolitan 

Museum. I commented on the success of the dealers when they handle a case like Van G. Very 

very few paintings sold during his life. Most of them left to the family. The work of a 

superficially easily recognized technique. The drama of his life and death. All these elements 

played up make a popular success for this artist fifty years after his death in poverty. 

 

January 16, 1950 We put in another day with our cooperative cold. I worked some hours in the 

tinkering department of the studio. I am still fussing on occasion with the Abiquiu Hill & Church 

panel. It would be called a realistic picture I suppose but its origin with me was far from that. 

 Helen typed several hours today from the diary of 1909. 

 A kindly letter from the president of Am. Inst. of Arts & Letters Douglas Moore 

officially notifying me of the award, by vote of members, of the Gold Medal. 

 

January 17, 1950 The tinkering department was under full steam today. Alterations and 

improvement take time and perhaps waste it. 

 
1769 William Carman Roberts (1874-1941) poet, professor at New York University 
(http://w3.stu.ca/stu/sites/nble/r/roberts_william_carman.html)  

http://w3.stu.ca/stu/sites/nble/r/roberts_william_carman.html


1165 
 

 In the evening I went to the Institute Dinner at the Knickerbocker Club building 5th Ave 

and 62nd St. A beautiful little building which surely cannot last long surrounded by increasing 

numbers of Swank apartment houses. 

 The meeting was for the purposes of hearing election results. Many new members 

including my pet peeve Andrew Wyeth. Several members expressed their pleasure at my being 

elected to receive the Gold medal. It is a distinction but these things are never awarded to the 

best! 

 We were seated at four circular tables in about 10-12 groups at random. I do not think it 

an improvement on the cross table at the end of two long side tables as has been usual. 

 A report of committee on what moves should be made in controversial public matters. 

After considerable discussion W Saroyan1770 in chief, new member who has not read up on the 

Inst. The report and recommendations were accepted. 

 

January 18, 1950 More tinkering today. 

 Helen is reading a considerable collection of letters written to me by Miss Jennie Doyle 

who posed for me about 1913-15?1771 She had formed a very real affection & respect almost 

 
1770 William Saroyan (1908-1981) novelist, playwright, winner of the Pulitzer Prize 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Saroyan)  

1771 (Letters from Jennie Doyle - typed - in files) She was working as a waitress, had met Sloan 
at some Socialist forum, came to pose for him. (The portrait was sold thru Hall of Art, 
whereabouts now unknown.) She wanted to be a writer & worked hard to educate herself. 

 After Sloan moved to Washington Place, he lost touch with her. One wonders whether 
she survived very long - where - she was so intense. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Saroyan
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adoration for me I remember an embarassment[sic] so great that I seldom did read the letters and 

I hesitate to read them after 35 years. She seems too serious and self-searching for me. 

 Unrequited affection it was. I do not know what became of her. Helen is really the first 

person who has read them. I kept them from Dolly as I felt she’d misunderstand the situation. I 

have a strange almost guilty feeling about her (Jenny). Not for commission but for omission. 

Embarassed by a love to which I could not respond. Too selfish to want any disturbances. It 

affects me today like an uncovered crime of the past. 

 

January 19, 1950 We painted again this afternoon from Mrs (Karen) Goodkind on the portraits 

we started some weeks since. Helen invited her to have tea with us at about 4.30 when we 

stopped working. 

 We find that our private phone is out of order and the company sent a man to repair it. 

 In the evening I took up the Sat. Rev. of Literature and tackled the Double crosstic 

puzzle. I worked it through and enjoy the job but it is a strain on my eyes. I was up till after 12 

midnight. 

 

 
 Sloan meditated on the fact that he “attracted” rather queer women. “I wonder if it means 
something significant about my character?” I think the attraction was his healthy spirit, which 
Dolly felt the need of, as I did. While not at all effeminate, Sloan was no Cave Man, and to a 
woman who resents masculine domination this is a very deeply appealing characteristic. 

 He sometimes said that “a woman has to get me - maybe I really have a superiority 
complex about myself!” 
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January 20, 1950 We find that our house phone is out of order since the private phone was fixed 

yesterday! 

 As he could not get answer from his apartment Ira M. came up to see if we were all right. 

He has rented a small room on his 8th floor in which to do the silk screen printing of “City” 

cards for Sam Golden. He is employing a young man student at the A.S. League. 

 In the afternoon we painted again on our portraits of Mrs. Goodkind. 

 Ruth Martin and her “boss” Mr. Glover came and took us out to dinner. Not really out as 

we went to the Sea Food restaurant in the Chelsea. We enjoyed our meal and brought them back 

and looked at some pictures with them. G. is a curiosity to me. He must be a good man as 

business adviser but he has a rather stupid idea of humor and is not very intelligent. I believe he 

is boring.1772 

January 21, 1950 Worked a while on repainting. 

 In the evening Ira Moskowitz came in to tell us of his progress in printing the silkscreen 

designs made by Anna. He has rented a small room on the 8th floor (near his apartment) here in 

the Chelsea. He has found a young ex soldier art student who is to do printing under Iras 

supervision. He talked interestingly of the Jews in U.S. His father is a rabbi and quite orthodox 

 
1772 Sloan could not understand why Glover was interested in visiting him. Glover, who is an 
expert in management personnel consulting, was fascinated by Sloan, whose mind he 
respected as he did that of great executives. But in art, Glover was “out of water” - so he told 
him little business stories & listened. Later Sloan got to know him better, talking Labor Mediation 
& Arbitration, work which Glover had done. Miss Martin is his administrative assistant & has 
made herself very capable in this field of social organization. Her Sloan Collection is her other 
interest in life. 
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but according to Ira he is far more tolerant than he was 20 years ago. Ira says that this is the case 

with very many today. 

 One of the chief questions that worried Jews who thought of coming to U.S. from Europe 

a few years ago was the fact that workers were required to work on Saturdays. This was one of 

the greatest deterrents and many who emigrated attempted to get a living without breaking the 

Sabbath (Saturday). 

 

January 22, 1950 Stayed in bed reading after breakfast. Helen gave the room a going over with 

the vacuum cleaner. 

 Helen’s brother Dr Hollon Farr (“Brud”) with his wife Ann and their baby boy “Chips” 

(Charles) came late this afternoon and Helen had a nice roast dinner for them. 

 We all enjoyed the baby boy he is quite alert and boyish already. We sat at the table for 

quite a long time conversing. Went up to the studio and looked at some pictures. They left about 

7 o’clock. 

 

January 23, 1950 We worked from Miss Leteaux this morning. She looks well we have not seen 

her since last winter. Helen got a nice start in tempera. 
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 In the afternoon H. went up town leaving my upper choppers with the dentist to have a 

break fixed. She then went to Kraushaar’s and saw a very fine show1773 of Prendergasts. I think 

that he is an overlooked Amer. painter of the highest order. 

 H. brought back from K’s my painting of the auction room, used in part by Magazine 

“17”. I am changing the front figure painting out the space with tempera. 

 In the evening Helen typed on my past for an hour. 

 

January 24, 1950 Another setting of three hours by Jacqueline Moody. I am going very slowly 

at the portrait. Not that I would not prefer to be more speedy. 

 Late in the afternoon Helen went up to the dentist and stopped next door to see a 

collection1774 of what she termed “Modernist comic strip” painters whose work had been used 

for illustration. Even Shahn seems unable to come up with his best work. 

 My own experience recently with Magazine “17” shows that it is difficult to do ones best 

work on commercial demand.  

 

January 25, 1950 This morning Mlle. Leteaux posed for us. Helen made a splendid tempera 

underpainting. I fumbled. 

 
1773 “Maurice Prendergast Retrospective of Oils and Watercolors” is listed in Kraushaar’s records during 
January 1950. 

1774 Unsure of what this show is. 
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 After lunch and a nap of 1/2 hour for me, we painted again in the afternoon from Mrs 

Karen Goodkind. My portrait of her was somewhat advanced. H’s panel is a good piece of 

technique. 

 We enjoyed talking to Karen at tea time which Helen set up at about 4.30. She K. was 

much interested in our sketch account of the early life of Robert Henri and his gentleman 

gambler father (J.J. Cozad). 

 

January 26, 1950 A very warm day. This morning Jacqueline Moody posed and Helen and I 

worked on our starts. 

After lunch H. went shopping and as the day is unseasonably warm she suggested that I 

take a walk on the roof. This I did and enjoyed it. Altho’ I wore no overcoat I was too warm after 

walking a while! 

 I sneezed in the evening and took one of the new “cold stopper” anti Histamine 

Tablets.1775 We are having no bath no shave Thursdays. Water is still scarce in the city reservoir. 

 A comedian in another city (Sniffing the Air) “Is There a New Yorker in the house?” 

 

 
1775 The first years of our marriage Sloan still had a great fear of getting pneumonia every time 
his throat got scratchy (the membranes were delicate from acid fumes inhaled while etching & 
years of smoking). I found that some incipient colds could be cured in an hour with an aspirin & 
perhaps the anti-histamine tablets had the same good psychological effect. A glass or two of hot 
claret & water also worked well. It was usually fatigue. 

 Colds were the one illness we had to guard against, as they sometimes got into his 
chest. 
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January 27, 1950 Feeling right well today and worked (with Helen) from Miss Leteaux in the 

morning. And after lunch we painted on our portraits of Mrs Karen Goodkind. 

 Helen asked her to stay to tea with us and we enjoyed her chat with us. She and husband 

are managing the debut of a young negro man singer William Warfield1776 at Town hall next 

month. 

 In the evening she called Helen and asked if we knew anyone to make a drawing of 

Warfield for advance notices. I said I would make a try at it! and so Im in for it! 

 Helen is sorting out old letters of mine to Dolly in past years. They make rather painful 

reading for me. I only tried a very few.1777 

 

January 28, 1950 This morning Mr. Larney Goodkind literary agent (Karen’s husband) called 

with some photos of William Warfield the negro singer. I agreed to try to draw a portrait for a 

Town hall announcement of his recital. Larney is rather small blond and bald through the center 

front to back. 

 
1776 William Warfield (1920-2002) bass-baritone singer, known for starring in the 1951 film version of 
Show Boat (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Warfield)  

1777 This was the first time I had read these letters. One has a great feeling of delicacy about 
such things & still it was not right to postpone it. I let things come up each year as it seemed 
“natural” - diaries, photographs etc. It would have been impossible to live all the time going over 
the past. 

 The sad thing revealed in Dolly’s, not mentioned, but brought back to Sloan - her many 
trips to Phila. leaving him alone in N.Y. worried over her drinking. Covered a period 1904-1910. 
His letters to her are so thoughtful, careful. There is hardly ever a hint of scolding & nothing 
open about the real trouble. He rebukes her for bad spelling & reminds her to write letters etc. 
(letters in files) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Warfield
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 Later I attacked the job and worked several hours on a crayon & pen drawing. Nothing 

remarkable, maybe possible! 

 Not feeling very well took a nap of an hour in the afternoon. 

 Helen is tapping away at my past life from the old diaries and I am wondering if she is 

not deluded as to my worth. 

 

January 29, 1950 The Goodkinds called about 5.30 P.M. They seemed to be well pleased with 

the portrait of Warfield.1778 

 We took a walk on the west side in the early afternoon and got some fresh air and 

exercise items which are a little rare with me. 

 The new little weekly paper Chelsea News reproduces “Yeats at Petitpas” painting with 

the list of persons there in as I had given them to Miss Shannon the editor. They mess up Alan 

Segur’s1779 name. 

 

January 30, 1950 Miss Leteaux posed for us this morning and we both started glazes mine looks 

better than formerly. Helens is going on well. 

 Helen carried the small panel for auction, benefit of “The National,” to the house of Mrs 

Clarence Day1780 where the auction of paintings is to be held in about a week. 

 
1778 Does this portrait still exist?? 

1779 Unknown. 
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 I did some important changes in the 16x20 panel of Blonde nude on bench1781 out door 

painted about 3 winters back. 

 Helen stopped at Weyhe’s Art book store and picked up the second book of W.M. 

Hunts1782 Talks on Art. I have had the first volume left in my 806 Walnut St Phila studio in the 

early “90s” by Robert E. Henri. Both he at that time and I later admired Hunt’s teaching 

technique.1783 

 

January 31, 1950 Rested until eleven oclock and then got to work making some changes in the 

portrait of Karen G. from memory. 

 Helen took some etched plates (8) to Ernest Roth in the afternoon. Called on phone 

herein the house to Ira Moskowitz and told him of a notice in Sat Review of Lit. He came up and 

borrowed it. 

 
1780 Possibly Clarence Day (1874-1935) author and cartoonist. His wife Katherine was alive in 1950, so 
the dates work (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_Day)  

1781 Blonde on Bench 

1782 William Morris Hunt (1824-1879), celebrated Boston landscape and portrait painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Morris_Hunt). His book Talks About Art was published in 1878. 

1783 Anshutz, Hunt, George Moore & Ruskin - all had substantial quiet influence on Sloan in the 
90’s. They confirmed his good instincts about sticking to the familiar, common place subject 
matter - and his interest in working for solidity. 

 It had become habitual with him to give Henri credit for everything, but the books & 
memories dredged up - demonstrated other influences which he recognized. 

 Much as he respected Henri, he stuck tight to his own way. He said he never argued 
with Henri. If he disagreed, he stayed silent. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Morris_Hunt
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 He is arranging to buy a new Ford car with the money from making several screen print 

cards for S. Golden. 

 And now we have in mind for a new toy in the infantile arsenal, the Hydrogen Bomb. 

The President says it must be made.1784 We must keep ahead of the Joneses! 

 

February 1, 1950 We painted from Miss Letteaux this morning.1785 She was charming and white 

and talks to us so entertainingly. My sketch is right satisfactory. Helen is having trouble with a 

gelatine isolation coat which is pealing! 

 H. says that the fact that my work is not in fashion & is ignored, gives me a chance to be 

young. 

 I said that if it was in fashion it would indicate a mutual break down. 

 

February 2, 1950 Worked from Miss Letteaux again today.1786 I was below par and got a meager 

start in tempera.1787 

 
1784 On January 31, 1950 President Harry Truman announced his desire for the United States to develop 
hydrogen bombs (https://www.historytoday.com/richard-cavendish/president-truman-orders-
development-hydrogen-bomb)  

1785 Elzea indicates that Sloan is referring to Nude on Blue and White (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 1236 

1786 Charlotte was not posing well today (She indulged in sherry a good deal & sometimes was 
rather groggy). The composition did not get going as a spirited idea so it was left as a tempera 
drawing & a new thing started. 

1787 Elzea indicates that Sloan is referring to Three Figures (John Sloan Trust), Elzea 1237 

https://www.historytoday.com/richard-cavendish/president-truman-orders-development-hydrogen-bomb
https://www.historytoday.com/richard-cavendish/president-truman-orders-development-hydrogen-bomb
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 Later in the day I went at it again and added other figures with a New Mex. landscape in 

the rear. 

 “Vogue” had notified me that they were reproducing a painting of mine.1788 

 This afternoon H. taking tea with Ruth Martin brought home a copy of “V.” My painting 

is hidden behind a piece of pink underwear on the back of a chair.1789 The grouping stresses the 

modern “comics”. It proposes to have some relation to a painting of a collection of paintings 

Teniers Younger1790 But it is more discriminating! 

 

February 3, 1950 Painted again on the three women at edge of pool started yesterday. 

 
1788 The article, titled “53 Living American Artists: Photographed by Herbert Matter in the Manner of the 
Seventeenth-Century Painter Teniers,” was in the February 1950 issue. Sloan’s painting Sixth Avenue 
Elevated at Third Street (Whitney Museum, Elzea 775) is placed behind several other paintings and a 
chair with a yellow drapery in front of it, leaving the work partially obscured. 

1789 Sloan was furious about this Vogue color photograph, with his picture from the Whitney 
Museum showing only a piece of sky! He felt it showed the Museum’s real lack of interest in his 
work, that the director should cooperate in such a display, while ---- him for retrospective 
exhibition. 

 Sloan’s suspicions that the show would be overbalanced in favor of the city work were 
confirmed when Goodrich started to select the rest of the pictures. He then became convinced 
that the other periods were of great importance, especially the latest & so had to enlarge the 
exhibition very greatly. And Herman More too came to appreciate the late work. (He is a very 
shy & rather inarticulate man.) 

 In any event, the Vogue picture is a revealing report on the fashion - the billboard 
moderns are up! 

1790 David Teniers the Younger (1610-1690) Flemish genre painter, printmaker 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Teniers_the_Younger)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Teniers_the_Younger
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 Helen went for check up to Dr. Hauser reports all well. He is especially pleased with our 

reduction of use of tobacco. 

 X.J. Barile came in the late afternoon and H. asked him to dinner with cornbread which 

he much enjoys. We also had a good steamed chicken. He brought a half gal. of wine and we 

used most of it. He gave some account of Luks in past days. 

 The “Art News” speaks well of my two etchings made this summer. The learned critic 

calls “The wake on the Ferry” “The Wake of the Ferry”. Dont seem to see the Irish “wake” play 

on the title of the old painting. 

 

February 4, 1959 Rested or wasted much of the day. Worked a short while in the afternoon on 

the Karen G. portrait. 

 Helen typing the diary much of the day. 

 I spent some time looking backward to 1909. Where have the years shown in advance in 

my work? I do believe my standards have gone up which provided me with an urge increasing 

with my years.1791 

 
1791 (of standards) This is a very plain & profound observation which is not expressed as 
succinctly anywhere else. 

 The balancing wisdom of common sense made him finish work within the capacity he 
had at the time. He often observed that J.B. Yeats was so dissatisfied that he did not finish his 
work in the last years. This had warned him of pitfall. “You have to ‘accept’ the limitation of your 
ability at a given time & carry the work through to a unified conclusion.” 

 It had always been his habit to work on one thing at a time, carrying it through as far as 
he could. The time element in the technique of the late work makes it almost necessary to rotate 
several pictures between drying periods & I taught him to do this. And as I encouraged him to 
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February 5, 1950 SIXTH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY  

Again it comes around another anniversary of Helen’s taking me over to her loving care. 

Too quickly the years slip by and we can hardly count on many to come. We are happy enough 

in one year to fill three. 

 I worked on background of Nude and Cat in Niche and think it will be improved. 

 
have faith in his reason for re-painting some pictures many times, I had to watch that this did not 
become an unbalanced habit. His work could become static if he lost touch with life too long. It 
did not become sloppy or disorganized. I tried to arrange for fresh work to be underway, so that 
new & old picture-making contributed mutual advantages. There was no routine pattern about 
this. It was more a kind of policy, so that changes in routine were refreshing. 

 My painting was often interrupted, most of the work I did in the winter from the model 
remained in the “study” stage - but the pictures I cared about - city subjects, landscapes, some 
portraits & a few nudes - I reworked many times until satisfied. 

 He learned some useful things from my way of working. The troubles I had in carrying 
out some of the technical theories (especially in perspective) may have made him more careful 
to “contain” these things harmoniously in his own work. My way of working being neither easy 
nor sure nor brilliant, the results did not make him feel old, as might have been the case 
(unjustly) with an artist wife who had a buoyant talent. Mine, was earnest plodding - in periods of 
interrupted concentration - with a standard of form & color close to his, and to the attainment of 
which I did not bring the years of experience, work & undivided energy & ability of course. 

 Sloan & his work were the picture to which I gave my purpose. I think this is the nature of 
women, that if her creative intellectual work is put first, it will not have depth. In this I may be 
wrong, but I feel that a woman’s maternal instinct is first & must be fulfilled in some normal 
domestic way. The biological energy that goes into this does not become harnessed into the 
creative work with the simplicity & regularity that binds a man’s faculties. It is a question of focus 
per se & focus in terms of time. And of personal energy. And all the hazards of life, economics, 
health. 

 A woman has to accept the scale of her ability, take a narrow path, and wager her family 
if she is to work with the intensity that is the crucial element in art. 
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 In the morning Bill Bomar came back from Fort Worth where at home he had a touch of 

pneumonia caught cold coming back from a visit to Veronica Helfensteller1792 in Santa Fe. He 

seems to be well again. 

 In the evening Walter & Magda Pach came to have supper with us. We enjoyed their talk. 

Walter tells of an auction gallery in town that has all the modern masters in counterfeit.1793 They 

say “acredited to Renoir” etc in catalogue. Strange that such dishonesty robbery can not be 

stopped. Stupid snobs are the buyers. But it cuts down interest in contemporary work. 

 The Water situation in N.Y.C. is still very serious. 

 

February 6, 1950 Painting on portrait of Miss Moody but she failed to come. Her mother in the 

south is quite ill and she had to go and will be gone for some weeks! 

 Improvements on the “Nude and Cat in Niche” went on successfully. 

 Miss Shannon from “Chelsea News” called an[d] showed me her article on me. I made a 

few corrections. She asked for a photo of me with Helen and later H. went out and delivered one 

which she and Mr. Epstein the publisher liked very much.  

 I made improvements in the large “Circle” panel which I think will last. 

 In the evening Ira Moskowitz came up and told us of the offer of Mr Marsh who had been 

with Dutton & Co some four years ago and whos enthusiasm for Ira’s Indian pictures had led to 

 
1792 Veronica Helfensteller (1910-1964) member of the Fort Worth Circle of artists, which included 
Bomar (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veronica_Helfensteller)  

1793 Cannot find information. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veronica_Helfensteller
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Duttons publishing them eventually. Marsh is now with another pub. house and wants Ira to do a 

book on Navajos. 

 Ira taking his advice will probably leave *Duttons and we felt that would be best. Helen 

told him of her plan to get out a biography of “John Sloan, Independent Artist” to be ready for 

sale at the time of the Whitney Museum Ex of my work in their new building 1951 or 52 or 

later.1794 

 

February 7, 1950 This morning with Helen to Dr Hauser’s little processing cubicles for a check 

up on my physical condition. Result after 1-1/2 hours “Very Good”. 

 We then walked up town to a nice Chinese Restaurant on Lexington Ave where we 

enjoyed Chinese dishes. A second floor large room not overcrowded. 

 
1794 Sloan is very careless here in calling “memoirs” a “biography”. He liked the title but he did 
not like having research going on about his past for the Whitney exhibition or anything else. It 
made him feel old for which no one could blame him. And perhaps it was one of the few 
evidences of age that he protested so much, could not “swallow” the nuisance of my work on 
the records etc. I had to stop from time to time & yet I could not get ahead & study all the 
material without working methodically & with some purpose in mind. 

 I finally convinced him that he was important as an Independent Artist & that it was part 
of his teaching to conserve the useful history of his time as an inspiration to new generations. 
He was always furious when his history was distorted, & how else did he expect to have the 
truth prevail? So as I read over things & typed them, I talked to him & refreshed his memory 
which shows in the notes on interviews taken during these years. 

 No kind of work can be done without a plan, & I had to fight to take the time for these 
explanations & recordings. He did appreciate the need & rightness but it annoyed him. He lived 
so much in the present - it was the material experience for his work. The old masters’ work was 
the living past he cared to study. This was his medium. 

 When he said his life was not important he meant it at the moment. But had he not 
saved documents & records from the time he was 20 - with that serene consciousness of worth. 
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 Thence to Wildenstein Galleries East 64th St where we saw a fine exhibition of 

Rembrandt1795. Some large portraits not excellent but several splendid works. Bought no 

catalogue so I cant give titles. 

 The lighting reflected on the surface of the paintings from lights fixed just above frames 

spotlighting faces. The gallery darker lit by the paintings. I am sure Rembrandt would turn in his 

grave if he saw it. The interest in the painter, not the pictures really. 

 We next walked to Kraushaar Gallery where a young Mr Penney1796 is showing black 

lines mixed with rather fife & drum color1797. My portrait of Ruth M. and her cat is hanging, 

looks quite well. We brought back my 16x20 “Roof Chat” and I made some important 

improvements in the evening.1798 

 

February 8, 1950 A telegram from Mrs. Shank1799 in Santa Fe asks me to send a Arts Alliance 

statement. 

 
1795 According to the Rijksbureau V. Kunsthistorische Documentatie, this show ran from Janaury 19 to 
February 25, 1950. 

1796 James Penney (1910-1982) Modernist genre painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/James_Penney/20202/James_Penney.aspx)  

1797 The Kraushaar archives list this show as January-Feburary 1950, with no specific dates. 

1798 “Roof Chat” painted spring of 1944, was the only new city picture he painted during our 
marriage. The 1950 work made it more vigorous. (“Roof in Chelsea”, “Tammany Hall” & “Busses 
in the Square” “Spring, Washington Sq.” were not new concepts but newly painted). The roofs 
were too far below our windows for details to be clear, even with field glasses & he had to have 
precise detail for the way he worked now. Fullness of plastic definition - this standard was a 
“block” against starting pictures from incidents. 

1799 Unknown. 

http://www.askart.com/artist/James_Penney/20202/James_Penney.aspx
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 Helen went out to Bank to get Income Tax data. 

 The Radio seems to be increasing warnings about saving water! The situation might 

become desperate. 

 I painted on panel “Roof Chat” made some satisfactory changes. 

 A letter from a Mr John Black1800 who says that many years ago he was a boy working 

for the “N.Y. Call” socialist paper and that he very much admired me then. Since has had 

recognition for his poems & wishes to send me one of his published books. I wrote and verified 

my address for him. 

 

February 9, 1950 Karen Goodkind posed in the afternoon. The portrait escaped! I worked 

several hours but dont feel at all well about what is happening! 

 The article with half tone cut of Helen and self working (photo by Miss Higginson who 

died after she made them) is out in the “Chelsea News” and it is pretty satisfactory. Doesnt 

mention my work Independent Artists Ex. Perhaps I didnt mention it to Miss Shannon. 

 The Edw Hopper retrospective ex1801 opened at the Whitney Museum this afternoon but 

we did not attend. 

 
1800 John Black is described as a “Bronx Socialist” active in 1912 in Working-class Hollywood: Silent 
Film and the Shaping of Class in America, by Steven J. Ross, 1999, p. 92. 

1801 The exhibition ran February 11-March 26, 1950. See Edward Hopper Whitney archives. 
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 The water supply of N.Y.C is still at a critical point. Think of the thousands of amateur 

photographers washing films washing prints using millions of gallons a day. For what? Fixing 

Shadows. 

 

February 10, 1950 Fussing with the portrait in the morning. 

 In the afternoon we worked from Karen some improvement but heavy going. Ive never 

learned the trade, let alone portrait painting! 

 Helen had her stay for tea and we enjoyed her chat of the past etc. She has a face that is 

always in mobile action. 

 In the evening to dinner with Scott Corbetts 351 W. 19 lower floors of an old residence 

which they had to buy. A nice little daughter about 5 years. 

 Mr & Mrs Theo Fried both connected with the Hudson Guild he is a painter a nice wise 

artist. He arranges the Exhibitions, has classes. A good dinner and lively talk. 

 

February 11, 1950 I remained in bed after breakfast served there, until nearly 10.30 AM. 

 After a while went above stairs and wrestled with the Karen Panel dubious, doubtful 

questionable resulTS! 

 After lunch Helen suggested a walk and I, though tired felt I needed it. We went down 

8th Ave to Bleecker St South to Perry where we saw the little 2 story and attic house where 
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Dolly and I lived in 1913 (circa).1802 It remains the same. Im sure the old lady who was over 80 

yrs at that time is now dead. 

 Nice old neighborhood but in some blocks cars are parked on the sidewalks! 

 Back to the Chelsea and H. made tea. I feel better for the walk. 

 John Black sends me a small book of verse. 

 

February 12, 1950 In the afternoon young Dr. H. Farr and Ann brought another young M.D. 

Cahan and his wife1803 who is the daughter of Gertrude Lawrence1804 (actress) as I heard after 

they left). We had a nice time entertaining them. They were both interested in pictures. She1805 is 

a student at the A.S.L. with Louis Bosa1806 who is I think a good painter with a slight eclectic 

touch who worked with Bill McNulty. 

 
1802 The little house on Perry Street was romantic & cheap, but they could not stand the cold & 
inconveniences. An outhouse in the backyard, no proper kitchen etc. 

1803 William Cahan and Pamela Gordon-Howley were married June 30, 1941. See “Gertrude Lawrence 
Sees Daughter Wed,” New York Times, June 30, 1941, p. 13. 

1804 Gertrude Lawrence (1898-1952) English stage actress 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Lawrence)  

1805 Pamela Barbara May Clatworthy (born Gordon-Howley) (1918-2005) painter. Would later divorce 
Cahan and remarry in 1952 to sculptor Robert Ernest Clatworthy (1928-2015). 
(https://suffolkartists.co.uk/index.cgi?choice=painter&pid=1747)  

1806 Louis Bosa (1905-1981) Italian-American painter, studied under Sloan at the League 
(http://wolfsgallery.com/artists/louis-bosa)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Lawrence
https://suffolkartists.co.uk/index.cgi?choice=painter&pid=1747
http://wolfsgallery.com/artists/louis-bosa
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 They left and Dr & Mrs Farr (Senior) who had been baby sitting and sketching (Mrs F. is 

making progress) the baby, came to have supper with us and Helen got up a good meal with corn 

bread. 

 

February 13, 1950 We painted from Miss Letteaux this morning. I made a very weak start. 

Worked a little on “Two Nudes” (Schizzy and Phrenie) during the afternoon. 

 Interrupted by a visit from Vagis the sculptor. He says he is in bad health and is having 

trouble with the Amer. Legion Post on Long Island who paid his expenses for making a war 

memorial1807 have raised $30,000 but have not erected the monument which now stands in 

Vagis’s yard in Hicksville L.I. He went over the woes of the artist & sculptor all of which I know 

of course. I am afraid he thinks that I have the ears of some rich people because many years ago I 

interested Miss/Mrs? Force (Mrs. Whitney’s right hand) in his work and they helped him for 

about 7 years. I also had his bust of J.S. bought by the Shilling(sp?) Fund. 

 Mary Roberts came to dinner with us. She is pretty well and full of her kind of energy. A 

good memory and a life as an editor provides her with a lot of interesting stories. She still has a 

wide acquaintance in New York and elsewhere. We enjoyed the evening. 

  

 
1807 According to War Monuments, Museums and Library Collections of 20th Century Conflicts: A 
Directory of United States Sites (Steve Rajtar, Frances Elizabeth Franks, 2010), the sculpture was 
dedicated in 1947 and is located in Bethpage, NY. There is no mention of logistical difficulty installing 
the work. See page 167. 
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February 14, 1950 Again this morning we worked from Miss Letteaux going on with the panels 

we started yesterday. 

 The weather is sleety rain some snow. 

 Budworths man called for my “Two Nudes” this afternoon to be sent to St Louis ex. 

Students center of the University.1808 

 Worked in the afternoon on Abiquiu panel which has given me much pause. 

 In the evening Howard Rothchild1809 and a young artist friend took us to dinner at the 

“Little Shrimp” down stairs in the Chelsea. After that we came up to our apartment and showed 

some of my paintings. 

 It was rather puzzling to find that while they seemed to like some of the later work they 

were more enthusiastic about early things nearly fifty years back! Are they right? Have I wasted 

my efforts of the last 22 years? I can not believe it. They are young and are not enmeshed in the 

ultra modern movement. This may explain their great apparent liking for my beginnings at the 

turn of the century. They would not paint like that. 

 

February 15, 1950 Mlle Letteaux came forty minutes late to pose for us this morning. We 

worked on the panels started Monday. 

 
1808 “Contemporary American Art” ran from March 1-22, 1950. See Elzea II, p. 487 

1809 Howard D. Rothschild (1907?-1989) collector of art, especially related to Sergie Diaghilev’s Ballets 
Russes (http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6h55kvb)  

http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w6h55kvb
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 This is the third day of rain and drizzle intermittant and occasional N.Y. City needs the 

water. 

 In the afternoon Helen went out to shop for supplies. 

 I painted on the “Circe” which panel never gets finished! 

 Worked a while on the “Abiquiu” to it[s] improvement I believe. 

 In the evening Helen worked on the big pasting up job on old clippings. There was a time 

when I had quite some notice. But not now. 

 Yet I am happy enough to go on living (if I may work) for 30 more years also provided 

Helen takes care of and cares for me. I told her so today with the provision that she poisons me if 

I take up abstract art. No danger. I have never at any time in my life painted anything in a 

“fashionable” way. 

 

February 16, 1950 Worked again from Charlotte Latteaux three hours in the morning. 

 After lunch Mrs Larney Goodkind (Karen) posed for me and I went on with the portrait 

but after the sitting I felt that I had not advanced it at all. 

 She showed us proofs of the announcement of Wm Warfield recital to be given March 

19. at Town Hall.1810 It looks quite well. 

 

 
1810 The Delaware Art Museum Library owns a copy of the program for this performance. 
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February 17, 1950 Worked from Miss Letteaux in the morning. Fairly good going. 

 Ira Moskowitz came up says that Diana his daughter has “measles”. I shooed him out. 

 Ruth Martin & her boss Mr Glover took us in his car to dinner at an old saloon restaurant 

up town Condron’s First Ave & 56th St.1811 Still has gas light chandeliers with old Welsbach 

mantles, not as old in atmosphere as McSorley’s but interesting a more well to do clientele (there 

are modern apartment houses in the neighborhood!). 

The cooking was good plentiful not Frenchy. We came back to the Studio and they stayed 

until 11 oclock. H. Showed Ruth some Gloucester pictures (J.S.). 

 Mr Glover has brought us a large box of country apples 1 dozen country eggs and a 

gallon of country cider. 

 

February 18, 1950 This morning on Radio we had news of a shocking wreck on L.I. RR. just 

west of Rockville Center where Ruth Martin lives with her father and sister. The trains crashed at 

10.38 last night so Ruth could not have been on either one. 

 H. phoned Glovers office but they had not even heard of the accident. 

 Repainted in tempera an old start at a portrait of Ruth Martin. It looks better, couldnt be 

worse than it was!1812 

 
1811 The restaurant was then called “Mickey’s” and was owned and operated by the Condron family for 
decades (https://www.nytimes.com/1992/03/13/obituaries/william-condron-jr-restaurant-owner-81.html)  

1812 Ruth Martin (Rosenfeld Fine Art) Elzea 1011 

https://www.nytimes.com/1992/03/13/obituaries/william-condron-jr-restaurant-owner-81.html
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 In the evening Don Freeman with Lydia and baby boy came in and had tea with us. It 

seems a happy family. With a bit of a say in posterity, life seems more important if you think it 

so. 

 Later we went up to 10 Gracey Sq. and joined a large party with champaign drinking. I 

met and had words of indignation with More of the Whitney museum and Hale of Metropolitan, 

anent the Vogue grouping and the almost total eclipse of my painting by the peach colored 

underwear of Mr A Barr hung on the back of a chair. Both of these gentlemen are in the photo 

with Barr. Being gentlemen there was no satisfaction in rowing with them. J. Pollet was there 

sexing the girls who would stand for it. I talked with Hales very interesting wife, a widow of a 

French sculptor or his son. We left about 12 oclock many were still there. Helen and I had a good 

time. I was nasty and quick witted. 

 

February 19, 1950 As usual breakfast in bed and like a Sultan I lay in state until after 12 oclock. 

 Up to the studio and tinkered with two or three panels for several hours. 

 Helen is working on some presdwood panels giving them four coats of gesso. We had cut 

the panels and sanded them yesterday afternoon. 

 Water is still scarce in New York. The reservoirs are much under what they should carry. 
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February 20, 1950 Painted on a fresh panel from Miss Letteaux seated holding a hand mirror 

and viewing her face. She says it is tiresome.1813 

 After lunch I worked again on the panel without the model. 

 Later in the afternoon a young man Mr Zitter1814 of Newark came up and said he 

represented a chain of New Jersey Super markets and would like to hang a series of exhibits of 

pictures (prices not over $100.00) in their markets. Starting with the Newark store. Helen and I 

gave him some advice told him to see the Director of Newark Museum1815. To have a committee 

to pass the work etc. My experience with Hall of Art makes me shy of any business plan to 

exploit Art. 

 

February 21, 1950 Again this morning Miss Letteaux posed and we went on with our tempera 

underpaintings. 

 In the afternoon to George O Hamlins where Mr Philip Beam1816 of Bowdoin College 

Main Art Dept arrived to talk over Georges offer to bequeath my paintings and complete set of 

etchings, to that Institution.1817 

 
1813 Model with Red Hand Mirror (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1239 

1814 Unknown. 

1815 At the time the director was Katherine Coffey (1900-1972), who became director in 1949 and served 
for almost two decades (http://midatlanticmuseums.org/annual-meeting/coffey-awards/)  

1816 Philip Conway Beam (1910-2005) Professor of Art and Archeology at Bowdoin College, Winslow 
Homer specialist (https://obituaries.bowdoin.edu/philip-conway-beam/)  

1817 Many of Sloan’s works that were in the possession of George Otis Hamlin were bequeathed to the 
Bowdoin Museum in 1961. See the catalogue for Art of John Sloan, 1871-1951: A Loan Exhibition and 

http://midatlanticmuseums.org/annual-meeting/coffey-awards/
https://obituaries.bowdoin.edu/philip-conway-beam/
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 Mr Beam seemed to be not too much infused with the ultramodern and altho my 

paintings on Hamlin’s walls are filthy from New Yorks soot laden air He looked at them. 

Whether he will accept them for the College Art collection I do not know. We left to entertain 

Neely’s at dinner but they called it off. 

 B. Bomar tells us he’s going to Italy for a year and wants to sublet his apartment here in 

the Chelsea. We suggested Howard Rothchild. 

 

February 22, 1950 Worked on panel painted on the Tesuque Reservation in ‘48 and made some 

improvements. 

 Also went on with the nude looking in hand glass as Miss Letteaux phoned that she had a 

cold coming on and was unable to come. The weather is cold and an icy snow has frozen on the 

streets. 

 Forgetting the Holiday H. went out to shop but returned pretty soon. 

 H. is pasting old oxydized clippings onto paper sheets for reference. All this work on my 

Memoirs or relics is a little depressing to me. 

 

February 23, 1950 (Tomorrow is your wife’s birthday) As a birthday present from me, H. 

shopped for a new wrist-watch for herself. She has worn a good but quite old one that belonged 

 
an Introductory Display of Paintings in the Hamlin Bequest to Bowdoin College, January 20-Feburary 28, 
1962, p. 9. 
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to her grandmother. She bought two new shirts (sport type) for me as her “birthday present” to 

me. 

 I worked on the nude back view painted last week. It looks pretty good. 

 Helen went on pasting up clippings until dinner time. 

 The English Election is of very great news interest today. The radio keeps us in touch and 

by evening all the votes are in and so far the Labor Party is in the lead. We are hoping that they 

will be reelected.1818  

 FW Conway our real estate agent in Santa Fe writes that the little house in the garden at 

304 Garcia St is rented to a Japanese and his American wife Tamotzu whom I have known for 

many years. He was a director of Soc. of Indep. Artists some years ago. We hope he can pay his 

rent! 

 

February 24, 1950 Helens Birthday 

 My lucky day! Helen born in New York thirty nine years ago! 

 Helen worked at pasting clippings. 

 I worked on some changes in her portrait at her easel (1947). 

 
1818 The Labour Party won by a very slim margin in 1950, representing a shift in popularity towards the 
Conservative Party since 1945. They called another election in 1951, but lost the leadership to the 
Conservatives, led by Churchhill. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_general_election,_1950)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_general_election,_1950
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 Labor govt in England won the Election. But by so small a margin that govt. will be 

difficult for them. 

 In the evening Helen’s teacher friend Sarah Keyser and her friend Mr. Smith came to 

dinner. Sarah is doing some drawing and seems to be enjoying the effort. 

 Mr. Smith has in his family an old portrait by Rembrandt Peale1819 which he thinks needs 

cleaning. 

 Note from Marinobel Smith now in Mexico says that the Art Alliance has at last written 

(through Dan Kelly) to Mr Watson asking for a Santa Fe showing of the period rooms in 

miniature owned by Watson1820. 

 

February 25, 1950 Helen got at the storage boxes under the roof beneath the skylight in the 

studio. (This sounds quite unintelligable but its true and if the Chelsea stands future investigation 

will explain). She is getting out data and old newspaper drawings etc. 

 I painted on the portrait of Karen. 

 

February 26, 1950 Went walking up Eighth Avenue. The day is quite cold. In fact it looks as 

though we were having our first touch of real winter weather. 

 
1819 What painting is this? 

1820 Cannot find information about this? 
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 In the evening Dr & Mrs Farr and Mr Ralph Abercrombie came to Helen’s birthday 

dinner. This was to have been given by Dr Hollon & Ann Farr (Helens brother & wife) but their 

baby is not well. 

 They brought some photos of the child when they came in after dinner. Awfully bad 

pictures. They fell for some kind of a photo racket connected with the “diaper service”! Modern 

to the hilt! 

 

February 27, 1950 Miss Letteaux posed in the morning. Helen went to the “Nation” office in 

town to retrieve the picture we had sent to the Benefit Auction. It had not sold upset price 300. 

too much for it! 

 In the afternoon a visit from the publicity agent of the Amer. Inst of Arts & Letters Mr. 

Ruff1821 with a wide eyed stenographer of a dramatically intense type. I & Helen gave them 

some of the special lumps in my uneventful life. He plans some radio interview. I told him that 

the “Gold Medal” came too late to help me but Id be glad to assist to help the Institute. 

 Modesty is the best Policy. 

 The Honor of the Academy Medal comes too late to do me any harm. Awards, Success, 

Honors can stop a young man in his tracks. 

 

 
1821 Unknown. 
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February 28, 1950 Miss Letteaux posed this morning. After lunch H. went to Int. Business 

Mach co and saw Mr Keith Martin1822 in relation to the miniature rooms which Mr Watson 

owns. Four months ago Marinobel Smith suggested that Santa Fe Alliance might get them. 

 Mr Martin says that they are getting worn and will not be available. 

 Toward evening Ruth Martin brought Mrs Evelyn Martin1823 wife of the chemist1824 (he 

is living in Virginia works in investigation for Kennicot Cap. Co). Mrs Martin and Miss Ruth 

both worked for Dolly on the Indian Exposition. Mrs Martin has been with the Cyanamid Co1825 

for years. Her daughter is now 20 years old and a graduate nurse at N.Y. Hospital, and likes her 

work. 

 Ruth left but Mrs Evelyn Martin staid[sic] for supper at Helen’s invitation. 

 

March 1, 1950 See 3rd Error 

 In the afternoon I worked on some frames (toning). 

(written on Friday, March 3rd page)--Worked on improvements changes and modifications 

morning and afternoon. Helen went to NY Public Library in the afternoon and consulted them 

about the mounting of the old J.S. clippings of drawings from Phila. Inquirer & Press. They 

 
1822 Unknown. 

1823 Unknown. 

1824 Unknown. 

1825 American Cyanamid was an American manufacturing conglomerate from 1907 until its merger with 
American Home Products in 1994 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Cyanamid)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Cyanamid


1195 
 

showed her dry mounting with heat on melting film attaching to mount and one of the girls 

offered to do the work for her in spare time at so much per hour. 

 In the evening The Goodkinds brought in a Mr & Mrs Esau1826 and an excited 

conversation started. Any subjects in a high key except for Goodkind who was quite quiet. The 

Esau fellow who had expressed such a great desire to see me, Set out to lecture me on my own 

merits and tell me all my ideas. A strange loud unnecessary and annoying adventure for me. He 

is an admirer I suppose but most annoying.  

 We had some sherry and cake and they left about 11 oclock. 

 H. and I had our third smoke before bed time. 

 Goodkind left a present of a fine bottle of Jerome Napoleon cognac! 

 

March 2, 1950 Helen went to Mr Ruff’s office to hand over (as a loan) some photos requested 

for Institute publicity. 

 In the late afternoon I got up! Helen had given me breakfast & lunch in bed as I was 

rather nervously exhausted. 

 Lee Jackson came to tea. He is about to be married and has taken a studio here at the 

Chelsea. He likes city subjects especially with horses and horses are becoming very scarce in 

New York City. 

 
1826 Unknown. 
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 His prospective bride works with the Metropolitan Life Ins Co. He says she is sensible 

and 32 yrs of age. This sounds right. 

 Reading Joyce Cary1827’s novel The Horses Mouth with great interest and liking. 

 In the evening to W. Pach’s where Al Frueh1828(sp?) and wife were also guests to dinner. 

I had not seen him for some time. They have a country place in Connecticut where he is planting 

a vineyard. I[n] winter they still have a house on Perry St. He looks very well. Still makes 

drawings for “New Yorker”. 

 As I am threatened with a cough we came home at 10 oclock. 

 

March 3, 1950 Little to write about as I am in bed encountering a cold. 

 Helen is feeding me 5 times a day in bed and is having a quiet bout with cold at the same 

time. 

 

March 4, 1950 Another day in bed. The best treatment for a cold but it provides scant matter for 

a diary. Dozing and reading when my head feels clear enough. 

 

 
1827 Arthur Joyce Lunel Cary (1888-1957) Irish novelist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joyce_Cary). The 
Horse’s Mouth was released in 1944 and was adapted into a film in 1956 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Horse%27s_Mouth)  

1828 Al Frueh (1880-1968) cartoonist for The New Yorker since its inception in 1925 
(https://www.britannica.com/biography/Al-Frueh)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joyce_Cary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Horse%27s_Mouth
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Al-Frueh
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March 5, 1950 Another day in bed for me. We had to pass up a treat for the evening. B. Bomar 

had invited us to see the Hindu dancer Shan Kar1829 this evening. 

 

March 6, 1950 Breakfast in bed as usual. But I got up for lunch. 

 Helen made drawings from Miss Letteaux whom we had engaged for this morning. I did 

not feel equal to working. 

 After lunch Ernest Roth called and got several etched plates of mine which he will print. 

He has made very good proofs of my plates and it is luck to have him work on my editions. I 

want to sign as many as possible before the curtain comes down. 

 Edgar Lee Masters died in a nursing home near Philadelphia. I knew him quite well. 

Illustrated the very good story “Mitch Miller”. He was in Santa Fe one summer in the early ‘20s. 

He lived in the Chelsea here for many years. A busy and productive writer living in the shadow 

of his earliest work “Spoon River Anthology”1830. A set pattern of criticism put this always as a 

criterion. He did not think it so. These damned pigeon holers! 

 

March 7, 1950 The cold still has me much under par which is not a high point. 

 
1829 Uday Shankar (1900-1977) Indian dancer known for combining Classical forms with European 
techniques (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uday_Shankar)  

1830 Spoon River Anthology was published in 1915 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spoon_River_Anthology)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uday_Shankar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spoon_River_Anthology
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 Helen went to the Whitney museum 8th St to see the retrospective ex of the work of 

Edward Hopper who has been much patronized by the Modern Museum for some time. H reports 

that the show is depressing and not good. The catalogue is quite fine much of it set in England. It 

looks as though it was a Penguin edition. 

 The publicity woman working on the notice of my getting the Gold Medal of the Institute 

phoned and we perhaps got her corrected. Dont expect much. 

 Tried to work in the afternoon but I seem to be too mixed up to control the job. 

 

March 8, 1950 Miss Letteaux posed this morning. I worked on the start of last week. Holding 

red mirror red drape across lap. It is perhaps going well. To what end? 

 I am feeling better but back hips and legs are sore. A general feeling of despondency runs 

through me. I know this makes me a hard charge on Helen who works all day. She is making 

herself several gowns and making our meals and keeping the house. 

 

March 9, 1950 Painting on repainting and amendments. In the evening Harry & Madeline Neely 

came to dinner and we had a quiet evening. Harry and I have few interests in common but she 

enjoyed looking at a double page from the Phila Inquirer Dec 1894 with portrait of all the 

employees1831. He knew some of them altho he started on the Press two years later. 

 
 

1831 See “Editorial and Business Departments of the Philadelphia Enquirer,” Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Sunday morning edition, December 16, 1894. Sloan is #18. 



1199 
 

March 10, 1950 Painted from Charlotte Letteaux this morning. H. is making a nice small 

painting of her. I am going on with the large panel, with red scarf on the light.1832  

 A nice clear day Helen went out for a walk in the afternoon. I laid down for 3/4 hour got 

up & worked on two panels but not to any advantage. 

 In the later afternoon Miss Regina Farrelly and Miss Blumenschein daughter of Ernest B. 

resident of Taos N.M. She & her mother are in town. Ernest spends winters in Albaquerque[sic]. 

They have primitive heating in Taos. I think Miss B. was some what interested. Miss F. very 

flattering. 

 In the evening X.J. Barile to dinner and we enjoyed him in the usual quiet way. -- “They 

are having dinner with young Dr Farr and Anne this evening” is crossed out and in parens (error 

of peace) 

 

March 11, 1950 My cold is letting up some. I worked on revising past panels with time out to 

nap after lunch. 

 B. Bomar is hoping to sublet his studio across the hall while he spends ten months in 

Italy, as he wants $125.00 a month, taking a small loss. 

 
1832 In spite of the “gloom” about this picture with the red drape, it always had a radiant rich 
quality from the start. 

 He always growled at himself & so long as the work went well, I felt that it was all right 
for me to continue some of my historical labors. But I had to watch that it did not really disturb 
him - & then quit if it was hurting him. 
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 Helen worked on typing old letters of mine from sister Nan and Dad. I don’t see much 

use for them. 

 

March 12, 1950 After breakfast in bed, which is usual, I worked a while on the old “Circe” 

panel. 

 After lunch I walked up 8th Ave as far as 32nd St. Looking west on 29th St where 

Petitpas restaurant still remains. The neighborhood is very much the same as in Mr. J.B. Yeats’ 

time. I thought of some occasions when I walked with him, a plunging gait with his cane a 

support. He quite absorbed in conversation. I now and then calling his attention to a street event. 

 Late in the afternoon Dr Chas & Mrs Farr came to bid us good bye for 3 weeks. They are 

flying to Bermuda tomorrow for a change of climate and a rest for Dr. Farr. He slipped a bunch 

of treasure notes to Helen. We dont know why.1833 They are having dinner this evening with Dr 

Hollon Farr and Anne. 

 

March 13, 1950 The day is pretty well delivered over to publicity for the Amer Institute of Arts 

& Letters. 

 
1833 I had a small income of my own from a Trust Fund Daddy set aside for me. Sloan did not like 
the thought of any money not of his own making, used to support him. I always used this income 
for printing etchings, buying pictures, books, extras & a few conveniences to save my time. 

 The gift of Daddy’s hurt Sloan, so I gave it to my brother who needed it. If it had not been 
given without Mother’s knowledge, there would have been no incident. Sloan was independent 
even “touchy” about all money. 
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 Mr Carl Ruff called in the morning with a photographer (Mr. ____) and a writer Mrs 

Knox1834. My photo was taken and then I was interviewed all this for The Times. I found it a 

very tiring session. This session with Ruff came after Helen had gone up to the Public Library to 

see how the dry mounting of some of my old “Press” clippings was going. 

 In the afternoon after lunch and a nap for me Ruff comes again with a girl from Assoc. or 

United Press Miss Lowrie1835 who went over me again. She seemed interested in the nudes 

around the place which favorably impressed me. 

 This broke the day so that I could not get my work done. 

 

March 14, 1950 Up to 62nd St East and had an eye examination by Dr Guy. Helen came along. 

In the waiting room an old painting clump of boats sun coming thru clouds city in distance 

“Venice by Whistler”1836 on the ticket. In bad condition browning. Dr. Guy has other paintings 

horses etc. 

 Helen and I came home together walking to 53rd subway entrance. 

 Painting on the old panel “Venus & Fawn” in the afternoon. 

 In the evening we went to 65 W. 11th St and had dinner with Henrietta Buckmaster and 

her mother Mrs Henkle1837 widow of an editor of New York Herald. A friend an Armenian 

 
1834 Unknown. 

1835 Unknown. 

1836 Unknown which Whistler the doctor had a reproduction of. 

1837 Henkle was Buckmaster’s maiden name. Unknown who the editor Sloan refers to is. 
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gentleman cooked a very good dish of lamb rice beans etc. Henrietta is at work on a new book 

working up at her country place in Sharon, Conn. Two portraits by Stevens1838 father of 

Henriettas husband1839 one of Henrietta another of his son profesionally competent but quite bad. 

A rather awkward evening. Mrs. Henkle is well meaning but rather tiring. We walked back home 

to 23rd St. 

 

March 15, 1950 A new photographer came in this morning and stood me up and pulled me 

around for photos for some News Service. 

 The Times had a notice1840 with photo of the gold medal award and pleased me by 

carrying my remark that art critics are fashion experts. The Herald Tribune also had a notice 

using Miss Seprell’s photo made some time ago. Many phone calls of congratulations came 

during the day and Lee Jackson sent a large bunch of tulips and a card. 

 Helen quiets my uneasiness about this occurrance by telling me that it is a recognition of 

my independent attitude toward my work and my help to other artists. I think this is probably 

true. It can hardly be a recognition of my work. 

 
1838 Thomas E. Stephens (1884-1966), known for his portrait of President Dwight D. Eisenhower and 
other American politicans and statesmen (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_E._Stephens)  

1839 Peter John Stephens (1912-2002) and Henrietta were married and later divorced. He was a novelist of 
children’s and teenagers’ books as well as a playwright 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_John_Stephens)  

1840 See “Sloan to Receive Paintings Award,” by Sanka Knox, New York Times, March 15, 1950, p. 27. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_E._Stephens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_John_Stephens
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 An old Polish artist A. Piszezek1841 who saw the Times article came to see me. He is 79 

years old. Has been an expert on large mural ornamental painting. A nice old Jew hater which 

seems to be deep rooted in Poles. Joe Bakos is the same address 21-72 28th St Astoria L.I. 

 

March 16, 1950 This afternoon a Mr Bennett arrived with proofs of the portrait photos taken by 

PAN American News1842 yesterday. They are quite good and we ordered 12 to cost 25.00. This is 

a large sum to put into personal publicity. 

 I painted on the “Venus & Fawn” panel in the morning and feel that it is getting into a 

final stage. 

 Helen invited B. Bomar to have a farewell dinner with us. His friend Miss Veronica 

Helfensteller (a native Texan also) came in for a few minutes. I noted with some anger that she 

paid absolutely no attention to the dozen examples of my work on the walls. Her eyes fixed on 

Bill like a cats on a canary (as Helen noted). She left and we enjoyed our dinner with Bill. He 

took our expressed warnings against her matrimonial intentions in good part. I do not think that 

friends warnings are very often effective.  

 Bill ate a good Irish stew with very great enjoyment. He leaves by air for Rome Italy 

about noon tomorrow and is to arrive in Rome 3 PM Saturday! 

 

 
1841 Unknown. Sloan may be misspelling the name, making it harder to identify the artist. 

1842 Cannot find much on this publication??? Archives??? 
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March 17, 1950 This morning I went again to the office of Dr Guy the oculist who gave me final 

examination and perspecription for glasses. He proposed that I might give him a sketch in lieu of 

payment. I offered an etching and he was pleased. 

 He sends me to an optician on Fulton St. Helen met me about 1 oclock and we walked up 

to a restaurant on Madison Ave where we had a nice lunch which with a cocktail before and 50c 

tip amounts to $5.00!1843 It is a good thing for me to pay for a meal outside that I may appreciate 

what Helen saves by cooking. 

 After lunch we went through the lines of the St. Patrick parade which preempted Fifth 

Ave for the entire day. “To Hell with the Pope” says I. 

 We saw the Viennese Masterpieces at the Met Mus. of Art1844 and it was a great 

experience and so much better than to voyage to Europe travel on trains, live in hotels, be a 

stranger in a strange land with a strange tongue. We had a very tiring afternoon but it was worth 

it. 

 We must go again. 

 Cecil Bell and Agatha came to dinner and we enjoyed the evening with them. 

 

 
1843 According to the CPI inflation calculator, five dollars in 1950 was about fifty-two dollars in 2018. 

1844 The exhibition was Art Treasures from the Vienna Collections, which ran from February 24, 1950 to 
May 21, 1950.  
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March 18, 1950 Worked on retoning a frame and cleaning the canvas “Spring Washington 

Square”1845 ‘29 much to its improvement. Also did some underpainting on the panel of two girls 

one dressed one nude, started some three years ago. 

 Helen is doing a large ironing after her washing of 3 weeks cloths. 

 In the evening she works on making dresses. She is making several at less than the price 

of one. 

 

March 19, 1950 Some repair work on an old panel chubby blond nude green couch. 

 In the afternoon we walked up to Town Hall 43rd St and attended the recital of Wm. 

Warfield baritone under management of the Larney Goodkinds. We had good seats in a loge. G’s 

sat with us and we really enjoyed the singing of the young negro artist.1846 The audience was 

quite really enthusiastic. At five thirty we declined invitation of G’s to come home for cocktails. 

We came home and had a pot of tea. 

 A quiet evening at home. A good radio performance of “Forever Juliet” (I think that was 

the title). 

 

 

 
1845 Spring, Washinton Square (Private collection) Elzea 818 

1846 Sloan was most deeply moved by Warfield’s singing of early church Music. He liked the 
noble forms of this period. While he had some symphonies in his record collection I think his 
preferences were more for primitive qualities - either austere, or close to the earth. 
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March 20, 1950 Resting in the morning. The World- Telegram1847 critic of music gave Warfield 

a lead with a good appreciation of his abilities. 

 A Mr Lewis1848 from “Cue”1849 magazine came in at 11 oclock to interview me and we 

liked his way of developing my accounts of my “attainments”. We told him of Helens idea that 

the Institute Gold Medal is being awarded to me for my independence rather than the work I 

have done.1850 He stayed until about 1.30 when Miss Letteaux came to pose for us. We painted 

for three hours on new panels. Mr. “Cue” had asked the name of our model. We told him of her 

dancing with Pavlova etc. he made a note of this. But when we told Charlotte of this she asked 
 

1847 World-Telegram archives are not readily available online. Cannot find out who the critic was.  

1848 Emory Lewis (dates unknown), who was the editor of Cue until he resigned in 1968. 
(https://www.nytimes.com/1968/09/26/archives/lewis-resigns-as-editor-of-cue-to-write-books.html)  

1849 Cue Magazine, a theater and art magazine, was published from 1932-1980 until it was bought by New 
York Magazine (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cue_(magazine)). It is not available online. 

1850 I was constantly “on the spot” with Sloan about the Gold Medal, because he had such a 
fixed idea that success or recognition was a bad sign. If he thought he got the award for his old 
painting, it made him depressed even tho’ he knew the other periods would later win belated 
recognition from critics who now ignored it. If he thought the artists in the Institute “accepted” his 
painting as a whole, it made him feel it could not be really good because only posterity should 
recognize it, according to his theory of real success. So while he said he was in competition only 
with himself, it was evident that he was ambitious to be good enough for posterity alone. 

 Anything to distract him from self-consciousness while painting! So I said he was getting 
the medal for his work for Independence (it was probably true) hoping that this would give him 
back his privacy in the studio. 

 He stormed about it from every angle.  

 Dr. Hansner (later in Santa Fe) wondered whether I had done right to emphasize the 
award for his way of life & that contribution - whether he was depressed because I had not faith 
in his painting. But he was thinking of the ordinary psychology pattern of the artist wanting 
success, missing it. Sloan was another kind who said, “This award is a kiss of death.” 

 It is not easy to change the philosophy of a man nearing 80, no matter how young his 
spirits. He had never known “middle age,” & for him this was middle age depression. The last 
month in Hanover was a turning point - forward - He planned to live for years, after reaching 80. 

https://www.nytimes.com/1968/09/26/archives/lewis-resigns-as-editor-of-cue-to-write-books.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cue_(magazine))
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that we call him up and withdraw her name, on account of her neighbors, who do not know of 

her occupation. 

 

March 21, 1950 Correction & Improvement on past performances in the morning. 

 Also went down town to opticians and left prescription in a workshop on Fulton St. (Dr 

Guy tells me that the cost will be much less than up town rates). 

 In the evening I went to an Institute dinner at the Knickerbocker Club and Helen went to 

the “Michaelangelo” movie.1851 

 I enjoyed the evening. New elected members were present. I sat next to very young 

Andrew Wyeth and 82 years old JB Connolly1852 (sea story writer member since 1908 I liked 

him.) I had to give young Wyeth some critical advice for I believe his type of realism is bad 

though his technical skill is great. He paints appearances. I disturbed him, but he took it in good 

part. I told him that I had voted against him. He dont seem over 30 years old. He is having 

success too early I fear. He has “no interest in success” but at his age it is not fortunate. 

 Later I dropped a few remarks in discussion of matters of Institute joining Fed. of Arts 

etc in proposing more government Interest in Art. I said that artists in frontier society like ours in 

U.S. are like cockroaches in kitchen not wanted, not encouraged, but never the less remain. I 

have used this before but it worked very well again. 

 
1851 The Titian: The Story of Michelangelo, a German documentary released in 1950 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Titan:_Story_of_Michelangelo)  

1852 James Brendan Connolly (1868-1957) Olympic champion in 1896, maritime writer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Brendan_Connolly)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Titan:_Story_of_Michelangelo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Brendan_Connolly
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March 22, 1950 Wet weather for past 2 days. We need water in N.Y.C. reservoirs. 

 In the afternoon Miss Letteaux posed for us again. Im working on a larger than life head 

& shoulders, blue hat.1853 

 The shadow of tomorrows talk at the league hangs over me. I am always pretty much at a 

loss what to say, before the moment I start. 

 Will Shuster has a reminiscent article about John Sloan in Santa Fe “New Mexican” 

Sunday. The award of the gold medal news has been on Associated press wires. 

 

March 23, 1950 After passing a day in apprehension worry as to what I would talk about in the 

evening. Fortified by a good brandy after dinner at home Helen & I went up to the Art students 

League and at 8 oclock introduced by Stewart Klonis Director I took the platform. 

 My fears took flight and I believe and Helen agrees that I put on a good show or lecture 

or whatever it is that I do. 

 Klonis with his wife and assistant Director of Whitney Museum Lloyd Goodrich and his 

very pleasant wife took H. and I across 57th St to Schrafts and we had some very welcome 

highballs. I was much pleased that Goodrich had come to hear me and H. had a talk with him 

about the future retrospective ex. of my work in the new Whitney museum. The date is to be 

some time in the fall of 1951. 

 
1853 Elzea writes that Sloan is referencing Ballet (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1240 



1209 
 

 

March 24, 1950 A letter from Marinobel Smith back in Santa Fe tells us that they have passed 

on our cat “Dobie” to another family who have a great liking for her. 

 In the afternoon we worked from Charlotte Letteaux and my oversized head seems to be 

going well. 

 In my talk last night I hit on a good description of the many followers of Picasso. I 

described a hen yard full of chickens following a big red rooster. He struts ahead and stops and 

scratches up choice worms of African Art, Egyptian art, prehistoric art. Uncovering them he calls 

his devoted flock “Pick-pick-pick- pick Picasso!” 

 

March 25, 1950 In the evening Ira Anna & Diana came to dinner. They or rather he has bought a 

new Ford car of the 1950 vintage with all the extras a “special” with leopard skin seat covers. A 

“show car” which he got for about $500.00 less than list price! paying $1900.00 He is thinking 

of a trip to Mexico. They have been there before. He seems to have the nerve to arrange to spend 

any income as it comes in. 

 

March 26, 1950 Helen and I walked out about noon, met Moscowitz’s on their way out. They to 

take a walk, we to go to Madison Square and meet Dr “Brud” Farr and Ann and their baby boy. 

This out of door meeting was arranged by phone as a substitute for our dining with them this 

evening. The cause of this is the liability of some one picking up a cold indoors. 
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 We watched the piggy pigeons in Madison Sq park eating the plentiful feed spread for 

them wisely avoiding some well advertised breakfast food!1854 A lady who brought proper food 

told us that some of the breakfast manufacters[sic] are dangerous to the birds. We looked into a 

barber shop window near 22nd & Fifth Ave where Jack Levitz (Don Freeman introduced us to 

him) who has old painting which he touches up and sells at very low prices (more, much more 

than they are worth. Ira says he gets whole consignments of this stuff from England). 

 

March 27, 1950 This afternoon we started new panels from Miss Letteaux both in the tempera 

stage. 

 *Later I had a phone arranged visit from an interesting Pennsylvania born girl1855 who 

studied with me in 1920. 

 She brought color photos of her work which is literary and carries meanings which were 

typed beneath each picture in her scrap book. As Helen says we never meet any one more 

innocent of the present day world. Her name was Krebbs Krebs. Her father clergyman writer1856 

on philosophic matters. Married now her name Annabel Culverwell. She gives lectures with 

slides of her paintings. She was thoroughly interested in my later work. Likes “lines and dots.” 

An eccentric, but has good intelligence I think. 

 
1854 Sloan always loved to watch pigeons. He would stand in the south window, using his field 
glasses, studying the patterns of flight. When he repainted “Roofs in Chelsea” up in Hanover, 
years of observation refreshed the drawing of the soaring birds. 

1855 Annabel “Columba” Krebs (1902-1998) painter and science fiction writer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columba_Krebs)  

1856 Stanley LeFevre Krebs (1964-1935), pastor, known for exposing spiritual mediums as frauds 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_LeFevre_Krebs)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columba_Krebs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanley_LeFevre_Krebs
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 I had alloted her 15 minutes but gave her an hour. Told her she needs to study more 

paintings. (also Columba Krebs) 

 Address 319 W. 100th St, New York C. 

 

March 28, 1950 Worked a few hours this morning while H. went up to her fathers apartment on 

74th St to sort out a lot of books on Art and crafts which she is going to present to the Public 

Library of Santa Fe.1857  

 We had lunch when she returned and I took a nap afterward. 

 At about 4.30 we went out for a walk down 8th Ave and stopped in at Ashleys frame 

shop on Cornelia St where he is making some frames for us. 

 Dinner when we got home and a pleasant evening. 

 *While H. was uptown I was called on phone by Miss Caroline Burke1858 (was Berg) 

who wants me to appear on television and take a film in the studio for NBC. She tells me that she 

arranged the television show ten years ago. She says the NBC will present me with a television 

set but I declined saying that I’d prefer a radio-phonograph. 

 

 
1857 The books were for the library of the Art Museum not the Public Library. About 150 of them, 
a really useful collection of technical books etc. 

1858 Caroline Burke (1913-1964) actress, producer of television and theater 
(https://obscureactresses.wordpress.com/2017/12/05/caroline-burke/)  

https://obscureactresses.wordpress.com/2017/12/05/caroline-burke/
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March 29, 1950 Miss Burke (Caroline) from NBC.TV came to see us this morning and gave us 

a general idea of the plan for our appearance here at the studio for a 7 minute film and later the 

TV appearance. 

 We worked from Charlotte Letteaux in the afternoon. 

 

March 30, 1950 Today was a fine clear one for our trip up to the Harry Wickeys home & studio 

at Cornwall on the Hudson.1859 

 With Ira Moskowitz & wife & daughter in their new Ford car (deluxe with all the extras a 

beautiful car altho the leopard skin (imitation) covering the seats, is a bit extreme.) We were 

pleasantly carried up the west side of the Hudson river, where we went first to Wickey’s near the 

river there up a road is Storm King mountain where Dr Harry Shapiro has designed & built a 

wonderful house all in raw pine like one big square high room with balcony subdivided and 

others bath & kitchen small. Open fire place in living room section, the ceiling is the roof. Here 

he has scores of prints & pictures all over the walls to ceiling. A fine dinner prepared by his 

neighbors wife. This neighbor is the carpenter who built the house. After dinner we all drove 

from Dr Shapiros to Wickeys where he has a large light room under the living rooms, very 

comfortable and so many fine pieces of modelling which Harry Wickey is working on. He has 

some sport figures of wrestling boxers ball players in which he is doing something very rare in 

present sculpture. I believe they may some time be recognized as great work. His animals are 

also very fine. 

 
1859 Cornwall-on-Hudson is a village located 50 miles north of New York City 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall-on-Hudson,_New_York)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall-on-Hudson,_New_York
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 We left before 8 o’clock and had a comfortable trip home by 10 PM. 

 

March 31, 1950 Went down town to pick up my new eyeglasses 17.00 each! 

 Walked most of the way back home through Canal St. I stopped to look at the tools new 

& second hand. Machines and wire sheet metal scraps and hundreds of odds and ends very 

interesting junk. I bought some nice cubical alluminum square cans. 

 Helen had gone to Kraushaars who tells her that a sale of “St Francis Procession 

night”1860 seems to be developing. 

 We printed from Charlotte this afternoon. She holds a red/purple parasol.1861  

 We had beef steak for dinner. This is unusual with us and no wonder. At the restaurants 

the price is $3.00 and over! 

 “Cue” weekly arrived today and the article1862 by Emory Lewis is a very good one, altho’ 

only two small pages. It is far better than the “Profile” in “New Yorker” last spring. I wrote an 

appreciation note to Lewis.1863 

 
1860 Eve of St. Frances, Santa Fe (Wichita Art Museum) Elzea 736 

1861 “Charlotte & Parasol” which now belongs to the Academy of A&L. 

(Elzea 1241) 

1862 Lewis Emory, “Rebel John Sloan Won’t Grow Old,” Cue vol. 19 no. 13 (April 1950), pp. 12-13. See 
John Sloan archives. 

1863 Sloan really enjoyed interviews with good newspaper people. He gave a good “story” & he 
knew it, so this cheered him up, for all the interviews reflected his youth & vitality. It restored his 
nerve in a way one cannot always do at home. 
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April 1, 1950 A congratulation from my tenants of 314 Garcia - Tamotzu Stombous & Hobans 

on the Gold medal. 

 Also nice letter from Egmont Ahrens1864 who is now an industrial designer. Was a 

publisher in the Village years ago. 

 Today an actor phoned who has seen the reproduction of “Galvin Tent Players”1865 in the 

article in “Cue”. Said it had brought back the days when he was member of such a traveling 

group. Like hearing an old phonograph record he said. 

 I worked a couple of hours in the afternoon on the panel of Charlotte with parasol. 

 Helen was out for an hour before lunch, shopping. 

 The Whitney Museum is advertising for letters etc and paintings “Little Dark street 

Phila”1866 and “Shooting Gallery”1867 (which I gave (or sold) to C.W. Parker1868 who ran 

Newspaper Artists Exhibition of drawings in Phila (1900 perhaps). He got advance subscriptions 

of money. Subscribers selected drawings to the amount of their subscriptions. I sold very many 

of my “poster style” black & white drawings made for Inquirer and “Press”. 

 
1864 Egmont Arens (1887-1966) publisher and designer for clients including Coca-Cola and General 
Electric (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egmont_Arens)  

1865 Galvin Tent Show (private collection) Elzea 706 

1866 Little Dark Street in Phladelphia (location unknown) Elzea 21. Elzea says that Sloan gave the 
painting to dentist Augustus Koenig in 1899, rather than C.W. Parker. 

1867 Targets (location unknown) Elzea 42. Sloan sold this painting to C.W. Parker for $50, per Elzea. 

1868 C.W. Parker (dates unknown) is listed as the Managing Director of the Newspaper Artists’ 
Association in American Art Annual, volume 4, 1903, p. 269. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egmont_Arens
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April 2, 1950 A beautiful morning. Helen gives me my breakfast in bed as usual. I worked in the 

studio for an hour or so and then we took a walk down to 14th St back by The Avenue of the 

Americas (Sixth Ave). We saw a few people with palm clippings, indicating that they had been 

to church. A good lunch at home after which Helen got at the straightening of the studio in 

readiness for the men doing a moving picture “short” tomorrow. 

 I am working on an old picture of “Washington Square in Spring” and I believe that it is 

improving.1869 

 “Nulla Dies Sine Linea”1870 the motto of the Art Students League is a very good one. I 

hope I’ll be able to follow it. But its a little late for me to obey. 

 

 
1869 “Wash. Sq., Spring” had been at Kraushaar’s since it was first painted in 1928. Another 
example of the good fortune that pictures do not sell which need to come home. It had some 
raw greens that did not function which set him off on a very important repainting job. It was 
finally a completely new picture - only some parts of the sky were left from the original. 

 He was very proud of the “realization” of the trees, one felt that they moved & existed in 
3 dimensional space - if one moved the head a few inches each way. It was some subtle 
focussing on the near branches & “letting go” of the far side that achieved this stereoscopic 
effect. Neely, with his scientific mind was much impressed. 

 Sloan often spoke of wanting to paint the pine woods in Hanover, with this same quality: 
If you look through a dotted window curtain at the things outside, focussing on the dot, moving 
the head a bit from side to side - there is a consciousness of space, which he was trying to paint 
with signs. 

1870 “Nulla Dies Sine Linea” means “no day without line.” Greek historian Pliny attributed it to painter 
Apelles Kos. (http://ebmh.bmj.com/content/17/2/31)  

http://ebmh.bmj.com/content/17/2/31
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April 3, 1950 At ten oclock this morning our studio begins to fill up with men and machines and 

a little woman Miss Burke. All these have in purpose the production of moving picture records 

of myself. After preliminaries Miss Burke sits for a charcoal sketch which I with great 

perturbation put through to a meager finish. It takes some hours. I gave the product to Miss B. It 

was an interesting morning and later in the day Miss B. phoned that they all liked the experience. 

Helen asked her to lunch. She is quite bright and well educated. 

 In the afternoon after phoning Ira & Mercurial Yolande Van Resemer came in to see us. 

We kept her to tea and as usual she overflowed with her account of herself. Jack Prince1871 and 

wife “Bea”1872 had shared her apartment in Mammoroneck and after a few months had left to 

commit suicide in the Berkley Hotel. He escaped! An escape for Yolande. Helen and I had a very 

happy evening after a rather hectic day. 

  

April 4, 1950 Helen went up town to ship the craft books she is giving to Santa Fe Museum. The 

Modern Museum’s Miss Betty Chamberlain called and asked me to go on a television program 

with a young modernist. I said that I was being well paid by NBC Tel. for my work. That CBST 

should do the same. She later called to tell me they refused. She said that she would at my 

suggestion take it up with Equity and see if they would make it a rule. She is for it. 

 At 1.20 PM we were called for by NBC Television Station wagon, Mr. Hoade (Martin) in 

charge. We went several places, scenes of some of my paintings and took moving picture shots 

of The Lafayette (now infested by the N.Y. Univ. termites), Washington Sq. Garibaldi Statue and 

 
1871 Unknown. 

1872 Unknown. 
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Arch as in etching “Sculpture in Square”. Finally got permit to go into the one time Judson 

Hotel1873 and see the studio in No 51 Annex where I lived for about 9 years. The grand light 

12’x12’ is covered with long heavy curtains. It is used for Board Meetings or something of that 

sort. It’s criminal that no artist has the use of this fine (20 ft high) room! 

 A trip on the Cortlandt St Ferry gave us a good reminiscent “shot” of a “Wake of the 

Ferry”. 

 A curve in the down town section of the Third Ave. Elevated had to substitute for 6th 

Ave El. turn at W. 3rd St. Interesting but tiring afternoon. To bed at 8.30. 

 

April 5, 1950 Slept twelve hours and we needed the rest. 

 Helen went up to Parke Bernet Galleries to see the George B. Luks paintings and 

drawings to be auctioned tonight for the Estate (brother Bill).1874 She reports that it is a very sad 

lot of poor paintings. 

 In the afternoon we painted from Miss Latteaux with the purple red umbrella. Helen is 

getting a nice picture. Mine is still lingering in the laps of the gods. 

 Walter Pach came to dine this evening and we had a good dinner. He told us several good 

art dealers buyers stories. One of Sir Joseph Duveen1875 expounding in the Baché Collection 

 
1873 The Judson Hotel, built in 1888, was acquired by New York University as housing for students in 
1925. See “Judson Hotel to be N.Y.U. Dormitory,” New York Times, November 8, 1925, p. 66. 

1874 Parke Bernet records are not readily available online. However, AbeBooks is selling the catalogue for 
the auction, confirming the dates and location. 
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while B. was present with Pach. Duveen stated that Giotto1876 preceded Cimabue. Pach was 

much embarrassed but had to correct DuVeen. Who replied that Pach was stating something 

which, if true, would change all Art history! 

 Pach is doing an 8000 word introduction to a fine new Renoir book to be pub. by a Mr. 

Abrams1877 (who made a fortune of Book of the Month Club). He has to take advice from Meyer 

Shapiro1878 Art Prof. at Columbia Univ. As a sample he tells Pach not to use verbatum quotes of 

Renoir (speaking to Pach) Declaring Renoirs remarks to be commonplace and banal! Walter 

likes the portrait of Karen Goodkind very much (or pretty well). Also much enthusiasm for the 

Nymph and Faun (Venus & Faun). Also liked “Ballet” (head of Charlotte Letteaux). I am 

pleased when he speaks well of the work. He is rather reticent at times. 

 

April 6, 1950 I went for a short walk in the morning. Helen went out for supplies. 

 We painted again on Charlotte with red umbrella in the afternoon. She posed this 

morning for Joe Pollet. Helens panel is I think very fine perhaps best she has done at any rate this 

winter. 

 A note of congratulation from Mary Regensberg Feist. 

 
1875 Joseph Duveen (1869-1938) British art dealer, notable for selling European masterpieces to newly-
made American millionaires (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Duveen,_1st_Baron_Duveen)  

1876 Giotto di Bondone (c. 1267-1337) was a student of Cimabue (c. 1240-1302) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giotto; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cimabue)  

1877 Pierre Auguste Renoir from Harry N. Abrams’ Library of Great Painters series, published in 1951. 

1878 Meyer Schapiro (1904-1996) art historian known for applying Marxist methods to analyzing art 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meyer_Schapiro)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Duveen,_1st_Baron_Duveen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giotto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cimabue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meyer_Schapiro
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 I am signing at intervals a lot of new proofs of my etchings made beautifully by Ernest 

Roth. He is using some wonderful old paper he brought from Europe some years ago. This is 

very kind of him as he is a first rate etcher himself. 

 

April 7, 1950 The Art Digest April 1/50 has a letter1879 from Boston Society of Independent 

Artists which formed in 1926 Nine years after the original (N.Y.) Society of Independent artists, 

seems to claim to be the mother of modern art altho they wrote for permission to the S.I.A. 

directors to use the name and were given it gladly. Contrary to principles of S.I.A they have a 

prize system awarding purchase prizes. Harley Perkins1880 signs the letter. Pach says he is a 

writer, perhaps paints. 

 Worked a little while in the morning. Miss Rebecca Gross1881 of the Lock Haven Express 

came to lunch with us. She flew here in 2 hours yesterday and gave a lecture. 

 
1879 The Boston SIA letter by Harley Perkins in the April 1, 1950 issue is an “endorsement” of a previous 
letter to the editor in the March 15, 1950 issue. The March letter, by painter Amédée Ozenfant (1886-
1966), is a response to the Digest suggesting that the old Whitney building be repurposed as a “New York 
City Art Center;” he cites the independent nature of the Paris shows that produced the Impressionists to 
argue that New York needed fewer juried and more independent shows.  

 In his April letter, Perkins says that Boston is often called “the most art-minded city in the 
country,” and does not mention the original New York Independents of 1916. 

At this time, the Whitney Museum was in its original location in Greenwich Village. It later moved to 
near the MoMA in 1954, and then moved again into the Breuer Building on the Upper East Side in 1966, 
where it remained until moving again to its current location in 2014. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitney_Museum_of_American_Art)  

1880 Harley Manlius Perkins (1883-1964) Boston Modernist painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Harley_Manlius_Perkins/101002/Harley_Manlius_Perkins.aspx)  

1881 Rebecca Gross (1905-1998) newspaper editor, Navy Lieutenant during World War II 
(https://lhueagleeye.wordpress.com/2012/04/26/haven-history-remembering-rebecca-gross/)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitney_Museum_of_American_Art
http://www.askart.com/artist/Harley_Manlius_Perkins/101002/Harley_Manlius_Perkins.aspx
https://lhueagleeye.wordpress.com/2012/04/26/haven-history-remembering-rebecca-gross/
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 She is very intelligent, seems interested in pictures. Says she will arrange to drive us to 

L.H. in a few weeks bringing a boy artist to see us. 

 Klonis phoned to say that the directors of the Art students League had decided to 

purchase for $1000.00 my replica of “Tammany Hall” (1910) the original destroyed by an 

express car fire some years since. I had them send it down here for some finishing work. The 

check came with it! 

 I am presenting a nude (sitting, coral cushion)1882 to the League Collection which they 

accepted. 

 

April 8, 1950 Working on the “Tammany Hall 1910” recreation all day today. There is a little 

sense of the extraordinary in working on a picture which is sold!1883 

 A post card from B Bomar in Florence Italy. The card is a photo of Michelangelo “by 

himself”1884 If this is a fact its not much of a picture. We doubt the attribution. 

 

April 9, 1950 This morning there was snow on the roofs leaving slowly as the sun gets higher. 

We took a walk, it is quite cold for Easter. We went to Madison Square Park. The new building 

 
1882 See December 23, 1946. 

1883 Whenever Sloan got nervous about working on a picture that was sold I calmed him quickly 
by saying that we had the money in the bank to buy it back. It was extraordinary how this “balm” 
worked. He never seemed to consider that it might be necessary, but worked with almost more 
calm than if it was his own (until he got in hot water again, when I used another dose of the 
same medicine). 

1884 What image was this? 
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across 24th St from the old Metrop. Life Bdg is nearly completed. The corner at the square 

completes the annex. 

 I worked on the Tammany Hall panel during the afternoon. I feel that it is going well. 

 Helen worked on selecting pictures for the 29 foot wall part of exhibition in the Amer. 

Acad. of A.&L. at the time of the late May Ceremonial where they are to be shown with other 

award recipients.1885 

 Helen with her little electric washer did a good sized wash this evening. She is a lovely 

wonder of the world! 

 

April 10, 1950 Worked about 6 hours morning and afternoon with lunch and a nap between 

sessions. The restored to life “Tammany Hall” is going very well. I suspect it to be better than its 

burned ancestor. Helen decidedly likes it. 

 Miss Kraushaar phoned to have the old “Savings Bank”1886 painting sent up to her (she 

will send for it). She has some shopper interested in it. 

 Helen and Antoinette will decide on the Acad. Arts & Letters group next month. 

 After serving a very good dinner, Helen starts ironing last nights washing. 

 

April 11, 1950 We cleaned the old picture “Savings Bank” as Miss Kraushaar wants it. 
 

1885 “Exhibition of Work by Newly Elected Members,” May 26-June 30, 1950. See Elzea II, p. 486 

1886 The Savings Bank (private collection) Elzea 185 
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 I worked on the “Tammany Hall 1911”. The new picture is smaller than the one 

destroyed by fire. 

 Helen took several copper plates down to Ernest Roth for him to make a number of 

proofs. 

 I painted on the “Roof Chat” (3 women by brick chimney and fire wall) and have 

improved it greatly. 

 A letter from Harry Wickey who is very glad to hear that we are giving him the television 

set (when I receive it as renumeration for my work on NBC Television.) 

 

April 12, 1950 I worked over the picture painted for Magazine “17” this summer. Free of the 

feeling of coming criticism I went at the panel and before long had a new and better picture on 

the way. After lunch I took a rest for an hour and then took a walk down 7th Av to 14th, back by 

8th Ave. There is a sense of Spring in the streets. Of course all the streets are a horrible mess of 

Automobiles and offer no subject except for “abstract” experiments! 

 

April 13, 1950 Helen went up to Kraushaars and she and Antoinette decided on the pictures for 

the layout at the Amer. Acad. of Arts & Letters in May. 

 I worked on “Roof Chat” for that group and it is much improved. 
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 Corcoran Gallery wants my drawing of “State Constabulary in Philadelphia” (during a 

street railway strike in that city) for an exhibition to be shown in Wash. D.C. and then sent 

abroad. 

 Mr. Hagedorn publisher of “Town & Village” has offered $1000.00 for “Cornelia Street” 

full length portrait of a N.Y. Street with the building in which my studio was located in 1912-

1913 -- pigeons in forground. Will accept the offer.1887 

 Phone from Grand Central that they have our reservation Santa Fe May 29th $387.10 

return tickets (compartments one way). 

 

April 14, 1950 About 1 inch Snow in the Morning 

 This morning at 10 oclock a fine limousine from the RCA Television stopped for us and 

after picking Miss Caroline Burke up at her apartment on 64th St we went up to 106th St to NBC 

Television Building where scores of employees move about. We went into a rehearsal. Mr. Mike 

Hoade1888 and Miss Burke. Mr Stanton1889 interviewed me1890 and a repeat was heard at a 

 
1887 Hagedorn did not buy Cornelia Street 

Cornelia Street (private collection) Elzea 638 

1888 Martin Hoade (1916-2006) television host, later known for religious prograaming 
(http://www.emmytvlegends.org/interviews/people/martin-hoade)  

1889 Probably Bob Haymes (1923-1989), who went by “Bob Stanton” and was known for his work on 
“Gillette Cavalcade of Sports,” a radio program that moved to television in 1946 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Haymes)  

1890 The interviewer was accustomed to announcing sporting events. Sloan got bored & irritated 
by his stupid questions & completely changed the routine of the rehearsals in the performance. 
First “took over” & talked - very well indeed. 

http://www.emmytvlegends.org/interviews/people/martin-hoade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Haymes
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meeting at Radio City. We went there afterward and met the baron of Radio as he was leaving a 

pleasant fronted Mr Sarnoff1891. Three old fashioned cocktails and a lunch. Met a man from 

Omaha Neb who knew of Laurie1892 the artist whom I met when painting Storz’s portrait1893 in 

1911. I enjoyed the day, altho’ it was fatiguing. Helen and I came home and had tea and a review 

of the day. 

 John Stambous Santa Fe writes that he should take down the tower from the studio. 

Telegraphed him to do so and send me bills. 

 

April 15, 1950 Helen left me resting in bed after my usual breakfast thereat, or in. 

 She went up town to visit her mother who is not very well, came back from Bermuda 

with a cold. 

 The etching we are having framed next door is not ready yet. I am giving it to Dr Guy the 

oculist. 

 I worked on the “Roof Chat” panel today. Also worked on a frame texturing it with a 

composition. Hope it will work. 

 

 
 I suggested to Miss Burke that a more appropriate interviewer be chosen for next week - 
& for all older men of Sloan’s type they were featuring as personalities. She quite agreed. 

1891 David Sarnoff (1891-1971) innovative radio and television broadcasting executive 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Sarnoff)  

1892 Unknown. Not mentioned in 1906-1913 diaries. 

1893 Mr. Gottlieb Storz (Joslyn Art Museum) Elzea 187 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Sarnoff
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April 16, 1950 This morning I kept to my bed, after there breakfasting, until nearly 11 oclock. 

 After lunch, Helen prepared, as usual, I went up to the studio and made a new (“Savo 

Gran”1894) background on the frame of the panel “Riders in the Hills” which Helen brought from 

Kraushaars the other day. I later bronzed with alluminum & bronze. It looks well. 

 We went by subway to Central Park at Columbus Ave. Walked across leisurely and then 

north to the “Mall” where we arranged to find a seat and watched the world go by. 

 

April 17, 1950 Having picked up the start of a cold I stayed in bed all day by Helen’s orders 

which are always right. An announcement of the Museum of International Folk Art for Santa 

Fe1895 Building and a collection the gift of Miss Florence Dibbel Bartlett1896. Mr Meems 

architect of course.  

 Robert Bruce Inverarity1897 whom we met last fall is Director. The plan dont sound very 

attractive as presented in a release for Apr 23. 

 
1894 Savogran, founded in 1875, sells painting supplies, industrial cleaning materials, solvents 
(http://www.savogran.com/history.html)  

1895 The Museum opened in 1953 and was the first of its kind 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_International_Folk_Art).  

1896 Florence Dibell Bartlett (1881-1953), heiress and folk art collector, founder of the Museum of 
International Folk Art in Santa Fe (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Dibell_Bartlett)  

1897 Robert Bruce Inverarity (1909-1999) artist, educator, founding director of the MOIFA until he was 
dismissed in 1954 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Bruce_Inverarity)  

http://www.savogran.com/history.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_International_Folk_Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Dibell_Bartlett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Bruce_Inverarity
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 Helen is doing a great deal of research these days in her spare hours (if she has any such). 

I think she is working on a background for Memories of John Sloan. I think it might have the 

title (?)  “John Sloan from a Farr” 

  or “Close up from a Farr” 

 

April 18, 1950 Stayed in bed until after lunch then dressed and walked the living room for 

exercise. 

 Made statement in duplicate and fixed it to the back of “Tammany Hall 14th St N.Y.C 

1911” as to its being painted from a photo of the original destroyed by fire in an Express car 

(1930) during transportation. Affixed this to back of the panel. 

 

April 19, 1950 This morning I drew, with Helen, from Miss Letteaux and was not too weary 

when we stopped at 12.30 PM. 

 After lunch H. went on errands leaving a framed etching (5th Ave 1909) at Dr Guy’s 

office in payment for his optical services. It has taken more than a week to frame it! 

 I took an hours outing on the roof where the sun was pleasant. It is a regrettabl[sic] fact 

that one of the great features of viewing the city roofs is slowly disappearing. Women hanging 

out the “washes” are more rare. Very many are washing by electric machines in first floor shops 
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where 40 or 50 can meet & gossip while the simple processes are going on. Cost 25 cents or so. 

“Laundromats”1898 the title. A picture in it. 

 Mr. Carl Ruff Publicity for Amer Inst A & Lets called up and seems to want to decide on 

the questions I am to answer on Sundays Television program. I am sorry that little Miss Burke 

cant take charge. I think I was suggested by her. 

 

April 20, 1950 Twelve hours in bed my cold seems to be better. 

 Not that I have much of an urge to work. 

 A phone call from Miss Caroline Burke says that CBSTV limosine will call for me on 

Sunday afternoon. There will be a rehearsal. This I dread for the reason that I wont be able to 

repeat it if it is satisfactory, nor indeed (if it unsatisfactory) correct it later. 

 

April 21, 1950 Helen and I walked in the afternoon as far down town as Cornelia St. which lives 

just one block against the wall of what was -- Sixth Ave where I had my studio 1911/12? to 13. 

We met Ashby the young man who is making frames his wife and a very strange child. Maybe a 

genius, about 3 years old or less. Our frame is not ready, he made a mistake! He paints 

modernistically for he has not time for painting. 

 
1898 While the laundromat was first opened in Fort Worth, Texas, in 1934, in the 1950s they became 
popular in cities like New York (https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/07/decline-american-
laundromat-gentrification/535257/)  

https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/07/decline-american-laundromat-gentrification/535257/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/07/decline-american-laundromat-gentrification/535257/
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 In the evening Violet Organ Henris heiress came to dinner. She provided some dates in 

relation to my past with Henri. I called to her attention the fact that Henri was a professed 

anarchist. Sort of a philosophical laissez faire attitude. We really had a nice evening looking over 

my collection of photographs through the years. Penna Acad Fine Arts and my studio “806” 

Walnut Street Sundays at Joe Laub1899’s home in Sharon Hill, Pa. 

 

April 22, 1950 We walked East on 23rd to 4th Ave. The Old Bartholdi Hotel for years an office 

building always interests me as a fine studio location clear north light across Madison Square. 

We turned south on Fourth Ave went as far as Union Square. The day is clear and fine. The 

citizens of 14th Street always are interesting. To fifth ave. and back by sixth ave. 

 Lunch at home and afterward I lay down and napped. I still am under par with the cold. 

 Helen is working on the J.S. past making notes, reading books on the fin de sicle period 

the “nineties”. To think that I really lived through and know so little about it. 

 

April 23, 1950 Took it easy in the morning and after H. gave us lunch we made ready for the 

limosine which at 1.30 PM took us up to the National Broadcasting T.V. Studios in Rockefeller 

Plaza. In studio G3 we met Miss Burke. Mr. Martin Hoade and Mr. Swayze1900 along with six 

others in the big studio with thousands of candle power lights above (not as hot as CBSTV then 

 
1899 Joseph Laub was the art department head at the Philadelphia Inquirer when Sloan was there. 
(http://www.americanantiquarian.org/proceedings/44574418.pdfaub)  

1900 John Cameron Swayze (1906-1995) host of NBC’s first television newscast 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Cameron_Swayze)  

http://www.americanantiquarian.org/proceedings/44574418.pdfaub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Cameron_Swayze
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years ago). We started rehearsing about 2 oclock. My interviewer Mr. Hall is a very great 

improvement on Mr. Stanton at the up town studios. We went through the four minutes twice and 

at 3.30 we went into the broadcast. Helen who saw and heard from the “control room” said that I 

did my part very well. Miss Burke also was pleased and another man I met at the party after the 

closed circuit show cast(?) (friend of Taichert1901 of Santa Fe) also was pleased. 

 Helen & I came home. She made supper and Ira M. phoned congratulations also Scott 

Corbett and others. 

 

April 24, 1950 Miss Letteaux posed this afternoon. We drew but I soon began to tire. Helen 

served us tea at about 4 oclock and left with Charlotte. Helen on her way to a get-together of her 

class mates. She thinks its of interest to meet the girls and find out what the world has done to 

them. 

 

April 25, 1950 My cold is hanging around in the background by evening Im feeling rather 

poorly. 

 Miss Letteaux posed in the afternoon coming later than usual. We started tempera 

underpaintings. Helen got along quite well but I got no where. Had to stop the last hour. 

 To bed with my cold by 10 oclock or earlier. 

 Helen is busy with her studies of the turn of the century. 

 
1901 Any relation to the manufacturing family? http://www.nmjhs.org/dec-09-sm.pdf  

http://www.nmjhs.org/dec-09-sm.pdf
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April 26, 1950 Remained in bed all day being nicely fed and medicated by Helen. 

 A letter to H. from Marinobel Smith in Santa Fe tells of the doings of the Alliance for the 

Arts wants us to write something for publication, but H. thinks it better be left to the Santa Fe 

officials to attend to it. 

 

April 27, 1950 Another day and night in bed fighting the cold. It seems bronchial but not in the 

branches. Helen is feeding me well and I have two medicines and have started using a medicated 

steam inhaler. 

 Reading early letters of J.W. Goethe1902 in the Bohn Library edition 1888. The price of 

this cloth bound series at that time was 3s.6d about $1.00 or less. Such a book now sells for 

about $3.00 or $3.50. 

 

April 28, 1950 Another day in bed but feeling better. A copy of Santa Fe New Mex Sunday Ap 

23 contains an interesting column of Book Review by Oliver La Farge1903 now resident there 

married into the old Spanish Baca family1904. He takes up first a translation of some old Mayan 

 
1902 John Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) German Romantic writer, poet 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Wolfgang_von_Goethe)  

1903 Oliver La Farge, “Pardon, Says La Farge, Check Book is Showing,” Santa Fe New Mexican, April 23, 
1950. Accessed via newspapers.com. 

1904 La Farge’s second wife was Consuelo Otile Baca of the Baca family 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_La_Farge#Marriage_and_family; 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baca_family_of_New_Mexico)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Wolfgang_von_Goethe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_La_Farge#Marriage_and_family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baca_family_of_New_Mexico
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records just issued and the latter half of the article moves to a very humorous critique of the First 

Nat Banks new blank check book!1905 It must be a vile piece of design with fussy little 

landscapes in lower corners and upper central design showing the Atomic Explosion cloud. What 

frightful taste in every town. 

 Perhaps the Bank wants to spread fear of the Los Alamos project. But this would hurt 

tourist trade would it not? 

 

April 29, 1950 I worked a short time this morning getting one of the panels for Acad. of A&L 

ex. next month. 

 In the afternoon Helen took “Roof Chat” and “Riders in the Hills” up to Kraushaars. 

While there Antoinette told H. that she has at last found a way to get her brother CW Kraushaar 

out of the galleries. He has never been of any real help. Years ago his father found he lacked 

interest. I expect it has been a hard move for Antoinette to make, but it will probably be for the 

best. “Buddy” was sort of “beery”. 

 

April 30, 1950 I still have trouble with my throat. Stayed in bed until lunch time. 

 Walked the floor of the living room with the exercise accompanied by radio version of 

“Sons & lovers”1906 which is quite unable to give the feeling of Lawrence’s book. 

 
1905 Do we know what this looked like 

1906 Sons and Lovers was published in 1913 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sons_and_Lovers)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sons_and_Lovers
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May 1, 1950 Helen is acknowledging that she is having a cold, its probably related to mine. 

 I worked for a while in the morning carrying on the “Tammany Hall” panel. After Helen 

had served our lunch Miss Letteaux posed three hours. We both worked on the things that we 

started last Tuesday. 

 We both did very well in spite of the fact that we both were feeling poorly. 

 We had tea with Miss L. at 4.30. A phone call in the evening from Parvin Starr1907 a 

cousin, son of Wm. Starr, son of Agnes Sloan Starr my aunt1908. I have not seen him for ten 

years, and only once at my Ex at Wanamakers, Philada. 

 He came later quite tall and sandy haired looks as his father, William did years ago. 

Parvin is 37 years old has a brother & sister. He is not married has studied law & engineering. 

Works with Port of New York Authority. Has just finished drawing up plans for contract for 

building the huge new Bus Transportation building at 41st St.1909 A large terminal for all lines. 

 
1907 The first time I read this page was long after Sloan died. The final remark about his cousin 
Parvin Starr is hard for a lonely widow to speak of. (As for Parvin, he turned up later with a fine 
girl of Scotch descent, but seems to be a born bachelor). 

 I gave all my heart to John Sloan without reservation for the here-after & I promised him 
that I would be all right (when he felt the marriage would be wrong for me). It had not occurred 
to me to want to marry and as I am now holding together the pieces of myself this is no time to 
comment further. 

1908 Information about the Parvin family can be found in the archives of the Friends Historical Library. 
Not much available online (http://www.swarthmore.edu/library/friends/ead/5116parv.xml)  

1909 The Port Authority bus terminal opened on Deember 15, 1950 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Authority_Bus_Terminal)  

http://www.swarthmore.edu/library/friends/ead/5116parv.xml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Authority_Bus_Terminal
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 He drank some sherry with us. For some reason (my sister Nan stupid attitude) I am 

always afraid to offer relatives any drinks. 

 Parvin Starr is living at 41 West 10th St. We liked him very much indeed. 

 Curious - An artist is sometimes respected beyond his deserts by very intelligent people 

of much greater attainments. 

 It would be wonderful if following my demise it should happen that he [unfinished] 

 

May 2, 1950 Got up late but signed quite a number of proofs of etched plates delivered yesterday 

by Ernest Roth. He is doing a fine job and still uses old rag paper he has hoarded for years. 

 After lunch which Helen produced in connection with her fight against her cold, I worked 

a while on the “Tammany Hall 1910” revival which is now about as far along as I can carry it. 

 ................................. 

 I am humbled, just when a “gold medal for painting” threatens me, when I compare my 

work, which seems largely to be very tentative, with the work of the great masters of the past. 

 I really cant see what leads any one to rate my work worth anything; so feeble it is and so 

laking[sic] I am in competence. 

 Fortunately I can forget this fact most of time, and I enjoy my efforts at painting. 

 



1234 
 

May 3, 1950 I painted from Miss Letteaux in the afternoon. Helen’s cold made her disinclined 

for this but she put in the three hours cleaning the lower floor with vacuum cleaner and wiped the 

floor with turpentine. 

 At about 5.30 a visit from Mrs J.D. Hammond1910 daughter of Jon Prendergast1911 who 

with his four daughters camped in Box Canyon Brazos River New Mexico in 1922 (His wife in 

Santa Fe Sunmount Sanitorium1912). We with Shuster (and I think Henri(?) were with them and 

afterward Randall Davey and I met him at Walpi on the Snake dance trip. We rode back to Santa 

Fe with him. He was killed in an auto accident in 1924. 

 This girl 10 years old in ‘22 brought her Hammond husband with her. She had written 

after reading my late publicity. Has a better memory than I of the events of ‘22. Her mother died 

only a couple of years ago. 

 They showed no interest in pictures never looked at any of several on the living room 

walls. They are typical Americans! 

 

May 4, 1950 Helen is feeling quite under par with her cold. But while she does put in some time 

in bed she is up to make all meals. I have been up since about 10.30 AM. 

 
1910 Unknown. 

1911 Unknown. Any relation to Maurice? Can’t find evidence of Maurice having children…  

1912 The Sunmount Sanitarium was one of many similar institutions that popped up in Santa Fe, which 
became a popular spot for people recovering from diseases like tuberculosis due to its climate and fresh 
air. Sanitariums were often luxurious and quite expensive (http://newmexicohistory.org/people/lungers-
and-their-legacy)  

http://newmexicohistory.org/people/lungers-and-their-legacy
http://newmexicohistory.org/people/lungers-and-their-legacy
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 In the afternoon a gentleman from the “Times” called to talk to me gathering material for 

an article for their Sunday Magazine. His name is Poor (no relative of the artist Harry Poore1913). 

He has some familiarity with art matters and tells me he wrote the review of “Gist of Art”1914 

when it came out. 

 I talked, answered his questions and Helen was a great help as she has a fresher 

knowledge of my past than I. We showed him some pictures up in the studio. He had intelligent 

appreciation and was surprised at the great variety in my work. I explained that I fortunately had 

not been tempted to stick at any point by contemporary purchases. I hope that this publicity for 

the Medal of the Academy will soon be over. 

 Dolly died on this date 7 years ago. 

 

May 5, 1950 I worked from Miss Leatteaux this morning. Helen not feeling well enough to 

paint. She gets up to prepare breakfast and lunch as well. 

 After lunch about 2.30 a photographer from the Times comes and takes about 8 or more 

“shots” of me and also some with Helen. These are or more likely one of these is to be used in 

the Magazine of Sunday Times, with Mr. Poors article. 

 I am tired of working for the Institute publicity in re the Gold Medal. 

 
1913 Probably Henry Rankin Poore (1859-1940) illustrator and critic 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Rankin_Poore)  

1914 Charles Poore, “Books of the Times: John Sloan and his America,” New York Times, September 16, 
1939 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Rankin_Poore
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 We went down to 8th floor of our Chelsea Hotel for dinner with Ira Anna & little Diana 

Moskowitz. Anna had good beef steak, a great treat for us. It is very expensive and we dont mind 

doing without it. Helens meals are alway[s] good and they are nutricious[sic]. 

 Ira & co. leave a week from to day. They will drive to Santa Fe in their new Ford deluxe. 

 At last we have consulted Dr Ajemian about our cold or colds. A couple of prescriptions. 

Wm Rose Benet dropped dead yesterday. 

 

May 6, 1950 Helen feels much better this morning gave me breakfast in bed as usual. 

 Magda Pach phoned about noon and told us that A.S. Baylinson, for many years efficient 

Secretary of the Society of Independent Artists, died suddenly this morning, heart failure we 

suppose. He is to be buried tomorrow morning at 9 oclock. “Bayley” was a deeply interested 

painter. He took over Henri’s Art School in Lincoln Arcade after H. gave it up. A fire some years 

ago burned out his studio and all his work up to that time was destroyed. He buckled down to 

work after this blow and has had as much success as is due to better class work. I had bought 

on[e] of his pre fire paintings a period of cubist influence but original1915. 

 

May 7, 1950 We took a walk this morning down to Union Square. A clear day or rather 

morning. 

 We were neither of us well enough to attend the Baylinson funeral. 

 
1915 Possibly Reclining Nude (Delaware Art Museum, 1975-29), which was given by Helen. 
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 The Times this morning prints a very good obituary notice with a portrait1916. 

 In the afternoon Dr & Mrs Farr called on us and visited. They had come from young Dr 

Farr & Anne & baby boy. Mother Farr likes my “Tammany Hall” painting very much.

 Reading some selections from “Pepy’s Diary”1917. It seems a wonder that the deciphering 

of this wonderful work, failed to cause an investigation that would have put an end to all graft by 

public officials, for ever.  

 Wrote thanking Leon Kroll thanks for his nominating me for the Gold medal of Acad 

A&L. Also wrote Egmont Arens now industrial designer thanks for congratulation. 

 Also Ben Wolf who says hes going to stop Art criticism. 

 

May 8, 1950 Our colds seem better today. Of course H. is such a stoic that it is doubtful that she 

is out of it. 

 We met at the Metropolitan Museum after I had gone to Dr Guy and had him check my 

new glasses, I phoned her at home. We went through the Vienna masterpieces again and enjoyed 

seeing them again. The little know[n] portrait of Chas. II of Spain1918 by Carreno1919 is a 
 

1916 See “A.S. BAYLINSON, 68, ART LEADER, DEAD; Ex-Secretary of Independent Society Had 
Shown His Work in Leading U.S. Galleries,” New York Times, May 7, 1950 

1917 Samuel Pepys (1633-1703) British administrator and Member of Parliament who documented many 
significant current events andf aspects of society and government during his time. His diary was first 
published in 1825 and is still widely read (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Pepys#The_diary)  

1918 Portrait of Charles II (c. 1675) private collection 
(https://www.wga.hu/html_m/c/carreno/charle2.html)  

1919 Juan Carreño de Miranda (1614-1685) Spanish Baroque painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Carre%C3%B1o_de_Miranda)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Pepys#The_diary
https://www.wga.hu/html_m/c/carreno/charle2.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Carre%C3%B1o_de_Miranda


1238 
 

beautiful large canvas curtains and a mirror and the Hapsburg features. Another look at the 

picture collection by Teniers1920 is a wonderful accomplishment. 

 We went for lunch to a Chinese restaurant on Lexington Ave. near 56th St. Stopped at a 

gallery on 57th1921 and saw an ex of young Louis Bosa once student of mine. A very 

extraordinary and witty lot of pictures of life. Full of fine color, painted as wittily as his creative 

ideas. We then went to Dr Riley our dentist who surveyed Helens teeth and gave me a small 

filling. She has to go again.  

 Home where we had sherry and lay down a while. H. made dinner. Futile samples of 

“Modern” art in the 57th St windows. 

 

May 9, 1950 This morning Mr. Jay Lavenson1922 of Phila. came by arrangement. He is writing 

an article a “Profile” of Everett Shinn which he hopes to place with “New Yorker”1923 or another 

magazine. I was interested in talking with him. He was on the staff of the Phila Press some 15 

years or so after my time. 

 
1920 According to the catalogue for this show, David Teniers the Younger’s painting The Archduke 
Leopold Wilhelm in his Painting Gallery in Brussels (1651, Kunsthistorisches Museum) was on display. 
The catalogue mentions other versions of this painting located in Spain and Munich 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallery_of_Archduke_Leopold_Wilhelm_in_Brussels_(Vienna);  
http://www.artic.edu/sites/default/files/libraries/pubs/1949/AIC1949Vienna_comb.pdf )  

1921 Unclear what gallery Sloan went to. 

1922 Jay Lavenson (1889/90-1968) ad executive, painter. See obituary in New York Times, April 15, 1968, 
p. 43. 

1923 Did this piece happen? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallery_of_Archduke_Leopold_Wilhelm_in_Brussels_(Vienna)
http://www.artic.edu/sites/default/files/libraries/pubs/1949/AIC1949Vienna_comb.pdf
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 I gave him some of my memories of Shinn but I have seen very little of him since 1910 

or so. The growing interest in the ex they call the “Eight” has brought Shinn back to painting 

after years of illustration and decorative work. 

 Had S. not been quite close to Glackens and Luks I doubt whether he would have been 

asked into the group. He is exceedingly clever and facile but I think him very superficial. A 

vaudeville talent of many faces; says Helen.  

 Scott Corbetts book The Reluctant Landlord1924 is out. He was very entertaining on Mary 

Marg. McBrides hour today. I complemented him by phone. 

 Painted a couple of hours on “Abiquiu Church” texturing. 

 

May 10, 1950 We painted from Charlotte Letteux this morning. I am beginning to feel the 

approach of the end of the season here in the Chelsea. We have transportation for Santa Fe. 

 So many of the artists of the U.S. today are painting “under the influence”. 

 Shinn’s age: In “whos who” varies 

 “Born Woodstown N.J. 1873” early eds 

  “ “ “ 1876” later ed In Whos’ Who 1950 

 Having married four times It has perhaps been necessary to pare the years. 

 
 

1924 The Reluctant Landlord was adapted into the 1951 Marilyn Monroe film Love Nest 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love_Nest)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love_Nest
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May 11, 1950 I varnished with Damar and wax-varnished the “Tammany Hall 1910” panel and 

in the afternoon H. in a taxi took it up to the Art Students League who have already sent me a 

check in payment $1000.00. It looks very well. 

 Helen has been asked to see Mr. Klonis Director of the League. He said that Mr. Luce1925 

head of “Life”, “Time” was interested in the history of the Society of Independent Artists. H. is 

doing research through the catalogues! She loves to feel useful, I think. 

 We went up to cocktails with Carson McCullers1926 whos play “A Member of the 

Wedding” is a success this winter we read her book. “The Heart is a Lonely Hunter”. She is in 

very poor health (in her thirties). Miss Dorothea Kingland (Perkins) was there also. Mrs. King 

(neé Flexner) English teacher at Lawrence School. A woman I met in Santa Fe 25 years ago, 

Martha Mann1927 (friend of W. Bynner). Rudgeley Torrance1928 who wrote a fine biography of 

John Hope the negro1929. The Old Dakota Apartments is always interesting. Mrs. McCullers is in 

the “Dakota” where Miss Kingsland lives. It is a wonderful old example of luxurious living in 

the 1880s. 

 

 
1925 Henry Luce (1898-1967) magazine magnate who owned and operated Time, LIFE, Sports Illustrated, 
and Fortune (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Luce)  

1926 Carson McCullers (1917-1967) playwright and novelist. A Member of the Wedding was published in 
1946 and adapted into a play in 1950. The Heart is a Lonely Hunter was published in 1940. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carson_McCullers)  

1927 Unknown. 

1928 Ridgely Torrance (1874-1950) poet and editor. The Story of John Hope was published in 1948. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridgely_Torrence)  

1929 John Hope (1868-1936) activist, educator, President of Morehouse College and Atlanta University 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hope_(educator))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Luce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carson_McCullers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridgely_Torrence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hope_(educator))
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May 12, 1950 This morning painted from Miss L. for the last session this spring. We are very 

fond of her and we hope that she finds sufficient work this summer. She is a charming person. 

 Mr. Martin (“Brody”) the chemist husband of Dollys some time secretary Evelyn Martin 

who has for many years been secretary to Mr. Pope of Cyanamid Co. Brody is the most 

entertaining scientific talker I know. He is living down in Virginia a consulting chemist looks 

well seems happy altho Evelyn lives up here. 

 Afternoon came Miss Gross, Lock Haven, who drove here, with her two ladies and a 

young talented Lock Haven boy about 13 yrs. He brought work to show me. It shows ability. 

Also it shows how they are started by teachers to play cool (blue) against warm (orange). He tells 

me he does not draw from life. Im afraid his work is rudimentary “Expressionism”. Strong 

creative talent can survive anything! One young lady Miss Kim Rollins and the other name I 

missed. 

 In the evening Ruth Martin and her “boss” Mr. Glover came and she selected a 

Gloucester landscape and a little nude of about 1928(?)1930. Made her a price. She pays 

instalments[sic]. She wishes to start buying in this way a couple of the older city pictures. 

Perhaps “McSorley’s at Home”1931 and “Easter Eve”.1932 

 
1930 Brunette Nude, Striped Blanket (unknown) Elzea 850 

1931 McSorley’s at Home (Anthony Mitchell) Elzea 819 

1932 Many people thought the publicity about the gold medal would result in sales.... 

 Ruth martin’s 5 year plan purchase of “Easter Eve” & “McSorley’s at Home” & the 
Gloucester landscape & little nude - was the sale of the year May ‘50-’51. An executive 
secretary who saved her money by making her own clothes!  

 She is now assistant to B.W. Glover of Glover Associates. 
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May 13, 1950 Got up after breakfast in bed as is the usual thing. 

 Worked on stretching a Gloucester landscape chosen by Ruth Martin. 

 Helen had another session with the dentist. Mr Charles Poor of N.Y. Times brought in the 

galley proofs of his coming article for us to read. It is very satisfactory indeed. He is a man of 

intelligence and wit. 

 Senator Chavez1933 of New Mex has done a fine thing. As a Catholic he protests the 

credence being put in testimony in Committee investigating charges by Sen McCarthy, given by 

ex communists Budenz1934 and others. 

 After dinner W. Pach spent the evening. He had with him color films which will be 

reproduced in his forthcoming book on Renoir. Also he brought a copy of a fine volume on later 

French painters many finely reproduced in Color. I can not enthuse much, however. Matisse 

happy childish joy in “color” Van Gogh colored structure and excitement. Pach, new member of 

the French Institute loves these works more than ever. They do protrude over the general low 

level of the last 75 years or more. 

 

 
Easter Eve (Thelma and Melvin Lenkin Collection) Elzea 80 

1933 Dioniso Chavez (1888-1962) Democratic Senator from Nex Mexico. One of the first senators to 
challenge Joe McCarthy’s Red Scare ideology (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dennis_Ch%C3%A1vez; 
http://history.house.gov/People/Detail/10875?ret=True)  

1934 Louis F. Budenz (1891-1972) American writer and espionage agent against Communists, although he 
was formerly a Communist in his youth (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_F._Budenz)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dennis_Ch%C3%A1vez
http://history.house.gov/People/Detail/10875?ret=True
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_F._Budenz
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May 14, 1950 Helen went out for the Times and took a walk. It is a clear and cool & pleasant 

day. 

 I worked a while in the Studio after H. came home and made our dinner. 

 H. is still working on a rather long statement and data about the Soc. Independent Artists 

for Klonis (who is the secretary elected at the last meeting) to hand to Mr Luce of Time & Life. 

After 4 oclock we walked down sat a while in Wash. Square where trees are in spring leaf but 

much of the ground has no grass (Water scarcity this year so far). No water in central pool. We 

then at 5 oclock visited the Hamlins and while there Ernest Geyer Georges Swiss1935 silk damask 

industry, whom I have often met joined us. He was accompanied by a pretty lady Mrs Santez1936 

(?). We had high balls and left about 7 (daylight Saving time). Home to supper. Eliz Hamlin 

looks better and George not so well as when we last saw them. 

 

May 15, 1950 Working in the morning on the old reliable but perhaps dubious panel “Circe” (of 

the air ships). I always think that I have improved it. 

 After lunch H. went to the dentists also called at the Modern Museum who asked her if 

they might have for their records our clippings from notices of the past.1937 It might be well to 

place them there for public reference. I napped for 1/2 hour called to phone by Carl Ruff 

 
1935 Unknown. 

1936 Unknown. 

1937 The “Clipping File” had already been promised to the Whitney Museum. They were doing the 
exhibition on Sloan & an excellent research job. What had the Modern Museum done for him! 
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publicity for Institute. He wanted to know what pictures were showing during the Ceremonial of 

the Inst. Said that “Newsweek” is considering an article. 

 In the early evening Helen had XJ Barile to dinner. He brought Chianti wine and a bottle 

of sherry. He now has a class (3) at his little studio, 32 Union Square, and seems happy. He had 

to get off before 7 oclock. Miss Martin came with Mr. Glover and took away “Glipms[e] of 

Gloucester Trolley” 1938 20x24 and the portrait1939 of her I am presenting to her. She borrowed 

Helen’s “Dancing Class” panel and we gave her a proof, printed of “Picketing the Police Permit” 

a good biting title by the way. 

 Thanking me for my letter of thanks Kroll sends me a nominating blank to sign and send 

to Speicher Candidate Max Weber. I do so with little enthusiasm. 

 

May 16, 1950 Helen went up to the Pub Library and brought the old drawing clippings in color 

from Phila Sunday Press which had been so oxidized that Miss Haight had a delicate job to 

mount them on sheets of good Strathmore paper. The clever young girl pretty Scandinavian type 

(her mother a Dane) came down with H. and stayed to lunch with us. I liked her. 

 This morning our gift from NBC Televison a beautiful Victrola with 2 record players 

automatic changers arrived and it took me some time to unpack it. And now if they send Harry 

Wickey the TV machine I will be more than pleased with the rewards for my work. 

 H. went to Mod. Mus. to look for data on the Armory Ex (1913). 

 
1938 Gloucester Trolley (Arkell Museum, Canajahorie, NY) Elzea 497 

1939 Ruth Martin (Rosenfeld Fine Art) Elzea 1011 
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 I was called to phone by a Mr. Pitzele1940 who asked whether I would consider painting a 

portrait of Arthur Meyer1941. I rather doubted that they would like my work. he P. said he had 

seen my port. of David Dubrusky1942 and liked it. As we have reservations for trip to Santa Fe I 

said Id have to think it over with Helen. I am to call him Friday. 

 When I spoke of it to H. and we talked it over, we about decided to stay over and take the 

$2000.00 job -- if we get the order. 

 

May 17, 1950 With the help of one of the hotel “house men” I set up the large new radio and 

record player on a low book shelf which looks rather well and is also practical. 

 *Yesterday Helen notified Miss Kraushaar of our intention to advance prices on the older 

pictures.1943 

 
1940 Unknown. 

1941 Arthur S. Meyer (1880-1955) businessman and New York public official 
(http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/EAD/htmldocs/KCL05231.html)  

1942 Dubinsky (National Portrait Gallery, formely Dubinsky estate) Elzea 1105 

1943 Sloan had the idea that his work would double in value after his death, implying that I should 
immediately double the prices. It was one of the few directions he gave for “the future” and I did 
not take his advice in a literal way. I continued the old policy of slowly raising prices as work in a 
category became scarce; and took some important pictures off the market entirely. It proves to 
have been a wise course. If the prices had been doubled, no work would sell to take care of the 
estate! 

 About the etchings & drawings, I felt very keenly that the prices should stay low, keeping 
the work available to anyone, in a democratic way. 

 As is usual after an artist dies, people wait to see if there will be an auction to raise quick 
cash. And how many phoned the widow, wanting to buy cheap, hoping that financial 
embarrassment would turn to their advantage. It takes several years for the market (& public) to 
decide on the demand value. 

http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/EAD/htmldocs/KCL05231.html
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 After H. returned and served our lunch I cleaned the McSorley’s “Old House at Home” 

and “Easter Eve” which two Ruth Martin is desirous of buying on instalments[sic] of about 

$100.00 a month. The amount spoken of $5000.00 considering the four years interval before paid 

for does not seem very satisfactory to me. Should I die in two years I feel that the joke might be 

on dear Helen. 

 Mr. Spears1944 writer for “News Week” came in toward evening to talk to me for an 

article on the medal and I Gave him the facts “from the horses mouth” (with the froth on it) for 

2-1/2 hours. And he is coming again a[t] 9 AM tomorrow. 

 

May 18, 1950 Mr. Archer Spears arrived at 9 AM and had a cup of coffee with us. He then 

proceeded to put other questions which I answered as it seemed to me. We went upstairs to the 

studio where I expounded further. I am sure that he will not have much space in News Week 

which has no regular Art news. 

 Helen went up to the dentist for further work. Ernest Roth, the etcher, called on phone to 

notify Helen that he would be glad to have more of my etched plates to print this summer. 

 In the afternoon H. found a very good swivel stool with back second hand and brought it 

home by taxi. I cleaned and oiled it and believe it will be just what I need. To date I have stood 

up while painting. Later Helen went to a tea at Mrs Saul Padover’s apartment. Mrs Lewis 

 
 It is bad for business, but it is a fact that not a single painting sold from the Whitney 
Retrospective, or the Kraushaar exhibition, the one at Lock Haven & the one at Dartmouth - in 
the spring of ‘52. There were sales made “on the side” stimulated by all this, but very few. 
Drawings & etchings, however sold well. 

1944 Cannot find information. 
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Mumford, and other ladies. Mrs M. was rather pleased by Helen’s account of Geo. Coates poor 

writing of my “Profile” in New Yorker. Coates got Mumfords place on the Art News of the 

“New Yorker”. 

 Miss Cecile Bellé1945 an artist, wife of broker Carson1946 was interesting to H. She has 

had our “Gist of Art” for a long time. 

 Helen was back home and made my dinner by 9.15. 

 

May 19, 1950 Archer Spears phoned for check up on Dates. I worked on the panel of two girls, 

one dressed the other nude. 

 Called Mr. Pitzele at his office today told him that I agreed to paint the portrait of Arthur 

S. Meyer. He said that he would verify the commission if his friends came to agreement as soon 

as they did so.1947 

 
1945 Cecile Belle (1900-1996) abstract painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Cecile_Belle/5003829/Cecile_Belle.aspx)  

1946 Unknown. 

1947 I encouraged Sloan to take this portrait job because I felt it would be good for him to sell 
something he produced contemporaneously. This may seem contrary to the policy of giving him 
privacy to work unbothered by critics, but it was a decision based on another principle: that it 
also would make him feel old to live entirely on the sale of old pictures. So each year when a 
“commercial job” came up, if it was reasonable, I encouraged him to take it on. Thus some 
teaching would have been OK with a better pupil, the portrait of Mr. Stratton, the etchings, the ill. 
for N.M. Quarterly, the ill. for Seventeen. I felt it was not a matter of money, but of keeping 
young. 

 And I felt it would be a handsome gesture for Sloan to paint a man who had done a 
distinguished work in Labor Relations, that the energy it would take from him would be returned 
in another satisfaction.  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Cecile_Belle/5003829/Cecile_Belle.aspx
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 I am sending a copy of “Gist of Art” and the small picture booklet “John Sloan”1948 to the 

Library of the Amer. Acad. of Arts & Letters. They have requested this of all author members. 

 At about 10 oclock in the evening Saul and Irena Padover came and we had a pleasant 

evening and early morning with them. She is a very sweet and sensitive girl;1949 I felt that her 

appreciation of some of my recent panels was worth while. Helen had provided for their visit a 

bottle of Vodka (both are Russian born). We did not get to bed until 2.30 AM. 

 

 
 It became a noble picture. 

 If it taxed his strength to stay in New York later that summer, that has to be assessed in 
relation to what it did for his morale. It was taking a chance, and is that not what living is. We 
could not draw too fine a line, short of common sense about fatigue & diet. We had “to take” & 
make use of some of the risks that life offered. 

 Consider how upset he was by the Whitney & the Gold Medal. It was the course of life 
for these things to come...like illness & trouble. He got too tired & tense this fall & this gave us 
warning about watching his blood pressure which lead to the move to Hanover where he might 
have been productive for many years. We “made” time & opportunity to teach him to get along 
with a little heart trouble. 

 Well, it is not possible for me to judge now whether we made major mistakes. The lesser 
ones I made were absorbed by the confidence he had in my care. He often said “I’m an old man 
in a hurry” and this anxiety reflected in me, I, too, was in a hurry to keep him serene & to do jobs 
I felt were part of his work for posterity. (He had to give me some “living communication” about 
the documents in the house). No doubt my anxiety contributed to physical ailments for which I 
had to have surgery twice, there is a vicious circle in these things. 

 And how many things could have gone badly for us! 

 These notes are most disorderly. An association bring up recollection. I try to say now & 
then what my thoughts were, for I influenced his actions inevitably. I was his second “game leg”. 

1948 Do we have this booklet? 

1949 Irina Padover had been born in Russia (not Saul) of upper class literal family. She was an 
extraordinary woman who had been through too many troubles, finally took her own life in 1952. 
One of those rare people with fine creative appreciation, a loss to society. 
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May 20, 1950 I worked for a couple of hours or more on the small portrait of Charlotte with the 

cocky little red hat. 

 Helen by arrangement with her news-dealer got 20 copies of The Times supplement 

Magazine containing the article1950 by Chas Poore. It looks very well they used the old pictures 

and a photo of me taken by Times photographer. 

 In the evening we went to dinner party by Mrs. Glackens1951 for Mary F. Roberts. Some 

of the guests Mr Barnett1952, Mr Barrett1953, Rose Cummings1954, Hendrik Van Loon1955’s son, 

Violet Organ, Chas Row1956 (actor) and 2 or 3 whose names have slipped away. 

 Mrs. Glackens was in very good form witty and New England impuritan. She will fly in a 

week to England to visit her sister Mrs Chas Fitzgerald (sometime of staff of N.Y. Evening Sun). 

Wm. Glackens deep toned full length port of C. Fitzgerald1957 had just been cleaned by Lowy. 

 
1950 Charles Poore, “Rebel With a Paintbrush,” New York Times, May 21, 1950, pp. 186 , 206 , 207 , 208 

1951 Sloan was very fond of Edith Glackens (she was beginning to suffer from arterio-sclerosis of 
the brain). He liked special people, who had a vital sweet or sour side. Little Mrs. Kraushaar had 
a very warm place in his affections. His face would break open & light up in a rare way when he 
met one of these infrequently seen old friends. 

1952 Unclear who this is. 

1953 Unclear who this is. 

1954 Rose Cummings (1887-1968) interior decorator known for her flamboyant style 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_Cumming)  

1955 Hendrik van Loon (1882-1944) historian, journalist, author of children’s books 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hendrik_Willem_van_Loon)  

1956 Cannot find information. 

1957 Portrait of Charles Fitzgerald (1903) NSU Art Museum, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_Cumming
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hendrik_Willem_van_Loon


1250 
 

An example of the Whistler influence (about 1906). Many of Glack’s later colorful canvases on 

the walls looked beautiful. 

 We left by 10 clock as we had been up late last night. 

 

May 21, 1950 We had a very pleasant walk. The morning bright and pleasant not too warm. We 

strolled through and around Madison Square. The foliage is fresh and many lovely spots lit and 

shaded. The completion of Metrop. Life Building1958 gives it the dignity of some New Mexico 

massive formations. We met Lee Jackson and his bride our first meeting with her. They are 

slowly settling into studio apartment in our floor at The Chelsea. 

 Some hundreds of thousands readers of todays Times have the opportunity to read of me. 

I hope they are somewhat entertained. 

 Dr & Mrs Farr came to dine with us. We had a nice visit and they left early. 

 The Chas Poor article on J.S. is in “The Times” this morning and is very satisfactory. 

 

May 22, 1950 Spent much of the day reading “Forgotten Frontiers, Dreiser and the “Land of the 

Free” by Dorothy Dudley1959 (1932). A very interesting book Biographical and appreciative of 

Theo. Dreiser. He came to my studio in 1912 or 13. I thought afterward that he might be in 

 
1958 The MetLife North building was begun in the 1920s and halted by the Great Depression 
(http://www.aviewoncities.com/nyc/metlifetower.htm)  

1959 Dorothy Dudley Harvey (1884-1962), poet and writer (https://rbscp.lib.rochester.edu/finding-
aids/AH34)  

http://www.aviewoncities.com/nyc/metlifetower.htm
https://rbscp.lib.rochester.edu/finding-aids/AH34
https://rbscp.lib.rochester.edu/finding-aids/AH34
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search of atmosphere. He wrote The Genius afterward. The author thinks that E. Shinn was a 

source. I was under the impression that the painters work was of the subject matter of mine at 

that time. But he found no atmosphere in my triangular shop in the loft building 35 Sixth Ave. at 

W. 4th St. 

 After dinner in evening Ruth Martin and Mr Glover came in. Ruth typed a letter of 

agreement purchasing on payments of $75.00 per month “Glimpse of Gloucester Trolley” and 

“Small Nude #1” for $500.00, “Easter Eve” 1907, McSorley’s “At Home” $5000.00 with special 

arrangements in case of her Death or (more probably) mine. 

 This week’s “Cue” has a two page article on Menken and me and the Institute and 

Academy of Arts & Letters. We are called “Gadflies’. It pleases me and will please the Institute 

as well, or it should. 

 

May 23, 1950 Working on the greens in “Spring Rain Washington Square”1960 old canvas (circa 

1938). In the late afternoon H. and I walked over to Madison Square to take a look at the greens 

of trees & lawns. 

 *In the afternoon Mr. Pitzele called on ‘phone and told me that his group had 

enthusiastically agreed to have me paint a portrait of Mr Abers Simon Meyer of the State Board 

of Arbitration1961. This settles our staying until near the end of June. 

 
1960 Spring, Washington Square (private collection) Elzea 818. Sloan actually began the work in 1928. 
1961 Arthur S. Meyer (private collection) Elzea 1243 
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 An Art Stud League member talked to Helen on ‘phone wants me to join in a movement 

to abolish the proxy votes in League elections. The purpose is prob. to reduce Steward Klonis’s 

political influence. I rather think I will decline to go with the opposition. I think S.K. is doing a 

very good job as manager. 

 

May 24, 1950 Worked on the “Washington Square Spring” in the morning making subtle 

changes in the green lawns. 

 A retired Wall St man who called me oh phone yesterday arran[g]ing for me to sign his 

copy of “Gist of Art,” named Bernhard Benson1962 proved to be deaf well dressed lives in Great 

Neck. Has taken lessons from some other artists. Rather fatigued me for I talked too much on 

account of his deafness. He sent a beautiful bowl of growing plants from a florist immediately 

after he left. 

 X.J. Barile came at about 7.30 and had dinner with us. He came to say farewell for the 

summer and of course brought a package of good cheer. This we refused to open this night. He 

was pleased to know of the portrait commission which is keeping us in town. Talk and some 

claret passed the evening and he left rather early. 

 

May 25, 1950 Institute of Arts & Letters 

 Helen kept me in bed after breakfast until just about enough time before 12 noon to get 

dressed and with her by subway to the AAA&L Building at 155th St. 
 

1962 Unknown. 
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 A meeting of the Academy occupied about 40 minutes or more. Then came a pleasant 

cocktail period, very good for breaking the ice and as old JB Yeats would say makings for 

conversation. ‘Ere long we filed into the dining room where several round tables were set. Helen 

and I on acc. of my “medaling” were at the president Douglas Moore’s table. M.A DeWolf 

Howe1963 over 84 years sat next Helen. She liked him and his ideas. She also sat next the poet 

Frost’s sister with whom she found great differences of opinion. Van Wyek Brooks and Mrs B. 

(Quincy Howe1964 is the son of MA deW.H) he is not a member). The dinner went off well. I ate 

very little. On these rare occasions I give way to my urge to talk assisted by a few cocktails 

(clack tongues). The dinner over we adjourned to Dodd Hall Auditorium). There a large audience 

assembled. Academy & Institute members filled the platform. Archibald McLeach announced 

the recipients of many $1000 grants. Gold Medal of the Academy to Henry Mencken (not 

present). Barry Faulkner1965 gave me my Gold Medal for Painting. I made a short talk which was 

well received. I got laughter at the proper spots. Said I liked the award the better for the fact that 

the majority of Institute members were NOT artists. At my age I felt it could do me no harm. A 

younger man could be stopped in his progress. My old remark that the Academy was either the 

Scum or Dregs of the Institute etc, etc. (Helen in the balcony made notes). Frost1966 read a long 

new poem. 

 
1963 Mark Antony DeWolf Howe (1864-1960) writer and editor for the Atlantic Monthly, among others 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Antony_De_Wolfe_Howe_(writer))  

1964 Quincy Howe (1900-1977) American journalist and radio broadcaster 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quincy_Howe)  

1965 Francis Barrett “Barry” Faulkner (1881-1966) muralist, camouflage expert during World War I 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barry_Faulkner)  

1966 Possibly Robert Frost (1874-1963), poet based in New England 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Frost)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Antony_De_Wolfe_Howe_(writer))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quincy_Howe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barry_Faulkner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Frost
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 All persons were invited to a good lunch & punch in the patio. An exhibition of Award 

painters & sculptors work in the gallery of the North Building. I did not find a chance to look at 

any, not even my own ex. I met many people my newly found cousin Parvin Starr, Mrs Farr H’s 

mother likes him. Ann Farr (both doctors are ill!). Oh! Carl Sandburg1967 looking the great man 

he is. He complemented me on my talk. Harry & Maria Wickey, Mrs Andrew Wyeth. I told to 

tell him to study Carpaccio & Italy primitives. 

 We bought a fine strong Child Hassam1968 watercolor “Liriodendron Tulipfera”. The 

price was very low, we think. Home by taxi. 

 

May 26, 1950 I’m receiving letters of congratulation some folks think it more important than I 

do and yet it may be they are right. It weighs 4 ounces and has a gold value of around $35.00. I 

hope we can always afford to keep it.  

 News Week has a right good story on J.S. & medal1969. 

 Helen and I relaxed this afternoon by going to Broadway and seeing a revival of Charles 

Chaplin’s “City Life”1970. We enjoyed it very much. He is a great artist. Sentimental points 

always relieved by humor. He has done better but I saw few of them in the past years. I have 

never made use of my opportunities to see theatre or movey[sic] shows. Too expensive. 

 
1967 Carl Sandburg (1878-1967) poet, writer, editor (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Sandburg)  

1968 Childe Hassam (1859-1935) American Impressionist 
(https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/hass/hd_hass.htm)  

1969 FIND 

1970 Possibly Sloan means City Lights, the 1931 Chaplin film (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_Lights)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Sandburg
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/hass/hd_hass.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_Lights
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 I amused myself in the evening with the new radio & record player Hearing some of my 

old favorites. We gave away our Victrola player some nine years ago. It was too large. Along 

with it we gave away the old piano Dolly had for 40 years and never played it. We needed the 

space largely for unsold Sloan paintings. 

 Current issue of “News Week” has an article on my receipt of medal by the editor who 

came to see me Archer Speers. It is a lively and veracious account and we like it. 

 

May 27, 1950 Helen and I walked in the Chelsea neighborhood this beautiful spring morning. 

 I painted on the lawns of my “Spring Washington Square Rainy day” on canvas. I 

suppose it goes back as far as 1928-29(?). 

 In the evening we went down the hall in the Chelsea where Lee Jackson and his bride 

have settled in one of the north studios. Ceci (Spike) Bell & Agatha were also guests. The bride 

prepared an excellent roast beef dinner. She is a very attractive girl. Works with Metropolitan 

Life Ins. Co. Personnel department. Lee who often paints horses has a large oblong panel 

underway for some time. Circus Rodeo subject. We passed a happy evening of more or less jolly 

talk. Jackson teaches at City College two sessions a week. 

 

May 28, 1950 Helen walked out and bought in “Times”1971 and “Herald-Tribune” Accounts of 

the Acad Arts & Letters ex. of my own and grant winners works in both papers “Times” 

 
1971 The article in the Times, “Three Big New Exhibitions Emphasize Primarily Conservative Work,” by 
Howard Devree, does not mention Sloan specifically. Eagles of Tesuque is reproduced in “Art in Review: 
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reproduces “Eagles of Tesuque”. My age seems to be of more interest than my paintings. I 

suppose like watching an elderly spider at work on a web. (Do male spiders work?) 

 In the afternoon Larny Goodkind & Karen called and brought along their baritone 

discovery William Warfield a fine negro. We heard him sing in Carnegie Hall. He brought me a 

photo of the drawing I made of him for the program. We liked him very much. He is simple 

natural and has the sense of humor so general with his people. I put on a Chaliapin record which 

he enjoyed and sings the piece himself from Barber of Seville. We went up to the studio. I think 

he liked best of panels we showed - “The Church & Hill at Abiguiu”. Goodkind and he are going 

to Australia soon. He has a contract to sing there. 

 

May 29, 1950 In the morning, not early, I walked down 8th Ave to 14th St with 6 tubes from my 

little old Majestic radio. I finally had them tested on 14th St. These are so old a pattern that it 

would be hard to replace them. I came home and worked at the job myself and got the box 

working quite well. Helen went shopping to Macys in the afternoon. 

 I did some work on the “Spring Washington Sq”. 

 Copies from Lock Haven of two issues of the “Express” sent by Miss Rebecca Gross 

(May 9 and (27?)1972 have articles on J.S. and the medal. The Assoc Press article interviewed by 

Miss Price is quite amusing and correct to unusual degree. 

 
‘Academy Week’s’ Diverse Showings,” by Carlyle Burrows, New York Herald-Tribune, May 28, 1950. 
See John Sloan archives. 

1972 “Artist John Sloan Awarded Gold Medal,” Lock Haven Express, May 9, 1950. See John Sloan 
archives. Cannot locate May 27th article. 
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 Helen has been working upstairs in the studio preparing it for use as a locale for a 

“Commissioned Portrait” where I get to work on Mr. Arthur Simon Meyer. The day approaches! 

 

May 30, 1950 The Pachs came at tea time Walter Magda their baritone singer student son 

Raymond1973 and his second wife a very nice tall broad smiling mouth rather narrow face. We 

liked her. We showed them paintings, and on request we showed them the gold medal. Raymond 

is considering going to Milan to study. He has done a great deal of studying in the past year. 

Interrupted by going to the war. 

 

May 31, 1950 The studio is all set thanks to the readjusting and cleaning work of my wonderful 

thoughtful girl.  

 The posing stand with a screen back is in a good place and together we took our most 

handsome chair up stairs and placed it on the posing stand. Tomorrow is the day set for Mr 

Meyer’s first pose. She also has found time to get ready some panels which she had gessoed. I 

backed one with linen to pull against the gesso. 

 Went down to the offices of State Labor Arbitration board and at a cocktail party met Mr 

Pitzele and others. He introduced me to Albert Simon Meyer who is to have his portrait painted 

and to whom it is a surprise. We each made a few remarks. I met Max Meyer no relative, a friend 

 
1973 Cannot find much information about Raymond Pach. 
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of Henrietta Buckmaster. Also met Mrs ASM and his son Leonard1974 who is assist prof of 

Music Univ of Chicago, a good frie[n]d of Frances & Fred Biesel. His wife very interesting. 

 

June 1, 1950 Helen took several plates down to Ernest Roth etcher who is printing for us. 

 

June 2, 1950 *This morning at 10.30 Arthur S. Meyer posed. I made some drawings to try out 

my ability to understand his facial make up. I have so seldom painted portraits that I am worried. 

 He tells me that as this is all an unexpected event he has affairs to attend to, winding up 

his Mediation board work which will make it impossible for him to pose again until next 

Thursday! Five idle days for me. 

 Helen invited him to lunch. He is a very interesting man. Can talk with appreciation of 

Signorelli1975’s frescos. Is a reader of poetry. Not a college man but a real intellectual. 

 Helen and I went to the Acad Arts & Letters and looked at the exhibition of works by 

recipients of awards. My own group showed what an eccentric path Ive followed. Works by 

Hopkins awarded $1000. are to me very good “life of the people”. The work shown by our baby 

member And. Wyeth are of no account. Patient skill but little intellect. 

 We had tea at a drugstore center came home 6 PM. 

 
1974 Leonard Meyer (1918-2007) composer, philosopher 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_B._Meyer)  

1975 Luca Signorelli (c.1450-1523) Italian Renaissance painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luca_Signorelli)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_B._Meyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luca_Signorelli
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 Mr Meyers absence will upset my plans. Five days deferred. 

 Helen & I wrote a letter asking for help for Henrietta Buckmaster from the A.A.A&L. 

Fund and left it with Miss F. Giffen1976 Secy to President. 

 

June 3, 1950 Helen is reading “The Genius”1977 by Theo Dreiser in order to get a concept of the 

U.S. early in this century. 

 Her impression is that without the thread of sex adventures running through the story it 

would not hold up. Clumsy writing etc. 

 He gives some of my erly[sic] work to his “genius” without question. He called at my 

studio in about 1912-13. I was at Sixth Ave & Fourth St. I had a very far from artistic studio 

partitioned off from a knitting factory. I fancy Dreiser found no “atmosphere”. 

 I am strangely messed up by the postponement of poses by Mr Meyer. I think I want to 

be in Santa Fe. I think of giving up the commission. I am rather irritable as H. finds out. 

 Mr Dave Wallace1978 stopping here in the Chelsea wishes to call on me. Says he was a 

friend of Geo Bellows and knew me some years since. I set tomorrow A.M. for his call. 

 

June 4, 1950 I did what I could to start a plan for the Meyer portrait this morning and afternoon. 
 

1976 Who? 

1977 The Genius was first published in 1915. It is semi-autobiographical, and many bookstores refused to 
carry it because of its frank sexuality (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_%22Genius%22_(novel))  

1978 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_%22Genius%22_(novel))
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 We walked across 25nd St to the Stuyvesant & Cooper buildings where we were invited 

to dinner with “Brud” and Ann Farr. The little boy Charles (“Chips”) is growing finely and is in 

beautiful health. A nice dinner by Ann served buffet style. Afterward Brud showed a number of 

color slides he had taken on their recent visit to Ann’s mother in Florida. Some of these films are 

quite realistically interesting but they carry a warning to painters. To give way to an idea that this 

reality has anything much to do with real creative brain sight is a fatal mistake and can destroy 

reality in paintings. 

 

June 5, 1950 This morning Helen and I went up to the Metropolitan Museum and we enjoyed 

our visit greatly. The loaned exhibition of Hapsburg collection is gone and saw the Mets own 

masterpieces well hung, not crowded and well cleaned in many cases. The Titian Venus seems of 

doubtful importance (Lute player)1979. Portraits were of especial interest to me, of course. The 

visitors and the copyists were many today. I met a Mr Irving Hoffman1980 whom I knew during 

the Independent Exhibits. He showed me his use of the Maroger medium black boiled oil with 

litharge added to mastic varnish making a jelly. He likes the working of this medium but H. and I 

think that it is putting too much oil into the pigments to make an enduring result. 

 We enjoyed our lunch at reasonable price in the Museum. Rested there and went back for 

another look at the leading pictures in our esteem. 

 
1979 Sloan’s instincts were good on this one. It’s now attributed to Titian and Workshop (ca. 1565-70) 
(https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/437827)  

1980 Possibly Irwin Hoffman (1901-1989) painter, portraitist 
(http://rogallery.com/Hoffman_Irwin/hoffman-biography.html)  

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/437827
http://rogallery.com/Hoffman_Irwin/hoffman-biography.html


1261 
 

 A group of beautiful negro girls in their teens listening on low stools to a young lady 

telling them about the Venus & Lute player. Many of these beautiful like living sculptured 

bronzes. 

 

June 6, 1950 Helen went out shopping this morning. Her uncle Hollon Farr down from Yale 

library for the day, phoned and came in to see her but he had to leave to visit a sick college friend 

Dr. Kuhnle on Staten Island. Helen returned after he left. Made our lunch and went out again to 

buy some light toned ultramarine pastel sticks which I like for preliminary sketch on gesso 

panels. 

 I worked on the portrait plan again today. 

 Uncle Hollon called again in the afternoon. Helen served tea. He stopped for an hour or 

more. He left to drop in at Yale Club pick up some class trophy for his historical collection in 

New Haven and returns this evening to the college. He is an ex prof & ex dean of Yale. A gentle 

bachelor. 

 Helen finished Dreisers “Genius” today and called it very bad indeed childish twaddle.1981 

 

 
1981 My reaction to “The Genius” is very prejudiced. I cannot help contrasting Sloan’s character, 
life and work - the real biography - with the book. The book is against the grain of contemporary 
cultural history (this is not an imaginative criticism). The personality of the artist is so romantic 
that in comparison with the drama inside of Sloan, Dreiser’s genius seems melodramatic. Sloan 
denied that he was a genius. He also said it was better not to have genius. 
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June 7, 1950 Helen out this morning to have a bit of expert assistance on my repair on the 

current wire of our sun lamp. She also tried to get on the track of the recording of the Ceremonial 

of the Am. Inst Art & Letters made by W. New York C. last month 25th. No record remaining. 

The tape recordings can be readily removed for reuse. I passed the hours working on my plan for 

the portrait. 

 After lunch I worked again and toward 4 oclock Miss Miss Dorothea Kingland who is 

working on a book of John Butler Yeats American letters came to tea. She now has more than 

500 ready. She & Helen compared notes. H. working on My Past. 

 I remembered a cartoon with a rhyme I made for the Phila Press during the Boer War. 

 Miss Geffen of the Institute of A&L. phoned Helen that the committee on Relief had 

agreed to let Miss Henrietta Buckmaster have 200. with a future $300. if it is necessary. 

 

June 8, 1950 Arthur Meyer gave me sitting of about an hour and a half and I did little but 

flounder in my efforts to construct his head. I feel frightfully incompetent. I wish that I was 

paying him ten dollars an hour and could demand greater concentration on his job of posing! Im 

Scotch enough for this set up to increase my speed a great deal. 

 Helen likes books as a consequence our apartment is littered by a fresh literary litter 

every few days. 

 

June 9, 1950 Again this morning Mr M. gives me two hours broken by a telephone period to his 

office. 
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 I cant blame him as this sitting job was dropped on him as a “surprise”. Business matters 

unfinished require his attention. 

 The panel still refuses to respond to my stumbling efforts. I cant get the slightest 

resemblance to my “patient”. 

 In the evening Harry & Madeline Neely came to dinner. H. is happy at his work in the 

Planetarium. The incompetent navy man at the head of the institution has been dropped. Harry 

says that all he knew of astronomy was connected with navigation. 

 

June 10, 1950 A very warm and sunny day. We got the thought of phoning Bells and proposing 

our going out to Staten Island. They agreed. Cecil (Spike) met us with his car at the ferry. Their 

place is lush with green trees iris and other plants. A beautiful old linden tree gives chapel like 

shade. We had lunch and afterward Harry Wickey phoned from New York came out and we all 

stayed for dinner and had a grand talk fest. The television set I passed over to Harry is in a quiet 

spot. The location under Storm Mountain is cut off from the tele broadcasting points. They hope 

that next October something may be done to cover the district. 

 Wickeys came back to N.Y. by ferry with us. They are stopping at Sam Goldens 

apartment 84th St ? while Sam is in England. 

 A shower at night. 

 

June 11, 1950 Harry and Maria Wickey came to lunch with us and I appreciated his enjoyment 

of several of my late panels. Miss Lateaux with “hand mirror” particularly. 



1264 
 

 

June 12, 1950 Arthur S. Meyer posed very well this morning and perhaps I advanced my 

tempera somewhat.  

 Helen went to lunch with Henrietta Buckmaster and was gone until 5.30 having done 

some shopping. 

 I worked on an old 1940(?) girl nude on green sofa1982 and have improved it greatly by 

work on the surroundings & painting pillow yellow. 

 I wrote thanking Miss White for her congratulation on the medal award. 

 Also, in ans. to a telegram from Reginald Wright Kaufman I wrote him a rather long 

letter of thanks and information bringing him up to date on me. 

 

June 13, 1950 Promptly as usual Mr Meyer came to pose and I think I made good use of the two 

hours this morning. Helen went up town to Macbeth’s gallery to look up some clippings about 

the “Eight” exhibition this afternoon. She also got proofs of my photographic efforts. I believe 

my head of Meyer is better in feeling. 

 In the evening Dr & Mrs Farr came to dine with us. They brought along some fine trout 

caught by Dr. F. on a recent trip. 

 Barile phoned & invited him to dine tomorrow. John Barber1983 now living in Merion Pa. 

phoned and I told him he could come tomorrow 5.30. 

 
1982 See footnote for January 19, 1949. 
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 Up stairs to the studio this evening after the Farr’s left, a final look at the portrait cheered 

me up. Helen is very hopeful. 

 

June 14, 1950 Mr. Meyer sat again this morning not much advance but hope still remains. It is 

really not quite fair to be paid while learning! 

 In the late afternoon John Barber called.1984 It has been some ten years since we met last. 

His mother has died. He is still unmarried and is going to Italy again in a few weeks. She showed 

me some photos of water color and other paintings. He says they are delicate in color but they 

show good signified form in repro’s. 

 Xavier Barile came in later and we had a nice dinner party with plenty of wine. Barber 

was very enthusiastic over most of my late work. Liked the start of portrait. He seems to have 

known very many people about the world. 

 Barile stayed after Barber left and we chatted lightly and in four hours drank about 2 

quarts of California claret. 

 

 
1983 John Barber (1898-1965) modernist painter, student of Henri’s 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/John_Barber/24180/John_Barber.aspx)  

1984 John Barber had drawn for The Masses when he was a young student at Harvard. 

 He was one of the few people with real appreciation for Sloan’s late work. Remarked 
several times that the pictures were “never orthodox in color”. He saw the relationship with 
Florentine paintings. 

 We said we wanted to try one of his pictures, which pleased him a great deal. He 
brought it over next Fall. 

http://www.askart.com/artist/John_Barber/24180/John_Barber.aspx
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June 15, 1950 Worked on changes on the panel heretofore called “Nude Turquoise & Silver”. 

With Barber I started to remove the silver drape in the background. At the end of this work I felt 

that I had not yet improved it.1985  

 In the evening Ruth Martin with Mr Glover came in his car and took us up to an old 

apartment house on Park Avenue. The restaurant called ______ has a large bill of fare in size 

with a plastic ----- as in the cheap eating houses of the past. The prices are huge. Two chops etc. 

Helen and I took ‘Beef curry” and was it tough soup meat! I was very tired and nearly disgusted. 

We were brought back to the Chelsea and they came up with us. Showed the portrait as a 

penance. 

 

June 16, 1950 Up by 10 oclock this morning and got at the nude “on yellow sheet” which still 

remains. The silver cloth is gone and for the better. 

 By lunch time I had it looking very well. 

 Miss Dorothea Kingsland came in to see Helen. I remained up in the studio at my work. 

 

June 17, 1950 Fussed with two or three panels in the “finishing department” which by the way 

never seems to finish anything. 

 
1985 “Nude, Turquoise & Silver”. Here was a picture that had just been reproduced in Time. 
Without a qualm Sloan painted out a large area of silver drapery that had been superbly studied 
& was beautifully painted. Barber had felt it was inharmonious with the rest of the picture. Sloan 
took this kind of suggestion with pleasure. Never a second of regret for the hours of work & 
admiration of people who had liked that “passage” in the picture. 
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 Berenice Abbott the photographer called with a beautiful print of her photo of me in the 

studio used in Lanier’s Greenwich Village. She has schemes in mind for a Photos explain science 

collection. Looking very, has spent last winter in Florida after great sickness & hospitalization. 

She has led a rather different life not normal, bohemian straight. 

 Magda is at her home in the country, but Walter Pach came in the evening and dined with 

us. Had had a busy day and “a wonderful Irish Spanish girl”1986 posed for him. He read us a 

letter from his French friend Jacques Villon and is thrilled by Villon’s saying that he envied Pach 

his ability to find inspiration for work in real life or words to that effect. 

 We made Berenice a present (check). 

 

June 18, 1950 Up quite early this morning and after breakfast by subway to Grand Central 

Station and by N.Y. N. Haven & Hartford RR to visit Van Wyck Brooks. The two hours on the 

train were passed looking out at an unknown landscape. 

 I have never seen the rolling hills and beautiful woods of this state. I am filled with a kind 

of regret that I never thought of this country so near N.Y. City. We were met at Milford station 

by Van W. and Mrs Cobb whom we met during Brooks widower period after Eleanor died. A 

couple of miles by station wagon to [Bridgewater}.. The small village and his new house very 

handsome all white well built some 40 years ago. Quite large Beautiful trees high and majestic. 

A deep light absorbing copper beach tree nice lawns. An old front fence with turned balustrade 

heavy top rail set on concrete. Coupled pillars support the porch. The house well built but very 

depressing hardwood trim originally. But Miss B. Gladys has had all painted white and quiet 
 

1986 Did a painting come of this? Check Pach cat.? 
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truly very comfortable and so remote from town. We had a nice lunch and walked about the large 

garden, flowers, peonys in bloom. A large barn and well house with pump and water tower (no 

longer in use).Toward 5 oclock guests dropped in to see us. Henry Schnackenberg, Peter Blume 

& wife. He makes rather intricate compositions. Works for months on them. They are often sold 

in advance. Personally golden and healthy blooming. They have had years of penury & work.  

 Fred K. Allen1987 editor of Harpers Man” and “Life of Morgan”1988 etc. His wife bright & 

sophisticated. 

 An archaeologist, wealthy and his wife .  

 We stayed for supper and left for 7.20 train. Tired but full of the strange newness of 

green hills and great civilized trees.1989 

 

June 19, 1950 Woke dismally at the prospect of Mr Meyer coming for another of his short poses 

but I had my wish. He phoned and said he would come tomorrow and give me every morning 

this week including Friday. I am glad for I am feeling disgusted with the job. 

 A young man and his wife (Mr. Manierre) whom we had call on us in Santa Fe phoned 

and asked if they could come in. We agreed. They came in the evening. He has a hip & spinal 

 
1987 Frederick Lewis Allen (1890-1954) editor, writer of American history 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Lewis_Allen)  

1988 The Great Pierpont Morgan was published by Harper & Row in 1949. 

1989 I was delighted that Sloan had this happy experience with the Connecticut landscape. He 
had one of his strong “prejudices” against the summer green world of the East and for the 
climate of the West. When I had the job of convincing him constructively that Hanover was a 
good idea, it helped me to remember how much he had loved this day. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Lewis_Allen
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trouble which has much improved. We showied a few paintings. He has rather professorial 

tastes. Went to the Fogg Museum as I was quite fatigued they were considerate & left before 10 

oclock. 

 

June 20, 1950 Mr Meyer came this morning and I began the color glazing on his portrait. I am 

having hopes for it. It looks as though it would be quite impossible to finish by the 27th so we 

have decided to change the date of our reservations for trip to Santa Fe. Helen changed them in 

the afternoon the date is now July 6th. 

 X.J. Barile came to dinner at evening. 

 

June 21, 1950 I worked around the portrait. 

 Helen went to Kraushaar in the afternoon and raised prices on all city paintings and all 

important Gloucester & Santa Fe subjects. Average increase 20%. 

 An old lower tooth ionized 35 years ago broke tonight. Though dead it had served 

gallantly through thick & thin. Older than the Empire state building older than the Chelsea Hotel 

(1880). But I must bear up! 

 

June 22, 1950 Mr Meyer posed for the Sloan oil Lineament again this morning. He sits better 

than I paint. How often I have wished that I could paint as well as some model does her part! 

 After lunch X.J. Barile came to make a start on Helens portrait. 
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 I took a nap for a while and then went up to Dr Rileys to have him drag out the 

understructure of my old dead lower canine. 

 A nice letter from John Barber. He is enthusiastic over the evening he spent with us. He 

says he has spent some delightful evenings with “Gist of Art” (we gave him a copy). Says it 

uplifted his morale. That my color since 1927 has nouances[sic] & harmonies entirely my own in 

most unorthodox fashion. “No one has ever used color that way.” 

 Barile took dinner with us and then went to some students at his Union Square studio. 

 

June 23, 1950 Again I worked from Mr Meyer and before the day was over working again in the 

afternoon. I hope that the grip on the portrait has begun to tighten. 

 After lunch X.J. Barile came and went on with his portrait of Helen while I tinkered with 

my job. In the evening we had Mary F. Roberts and Lee & Adele Jackson (all tenants of Chelsea 

studios on our floor) and H. made a good dinner. After talking extensively around the table The 

Jacksons and I went up to the studio and I showed the portrait and other panels. 

 Adele who is employed by Met. Life Ins Co knows Mr. Pitzele; has lived in their 

apartment in Brooklyn. Pitzele contracted for Mr Myers portrait and likes & owns Modern art! 

He is on the Mediation Board. Mary Fanton Roberts stayed down stairs with Helen. She is 

obviously not interested in my work and never was. American Art according to MFR died with 

Robert Henri. 

 



1271 
 

June 24, 1950 Further work on the Arthur Meyer portrait. I hope now that the surface color 

textural linear glaze will make the head come alive and maybe like him. 

 Don Freeman called in the evening. He is looking for a place to live and finding it 

difficult. Lydia and the baby boy are in Florida with his brother. 

 

June 25, 1950 Worked on the panel I started some weeks ago of Miss Moody. It has grown 

rather stale with me and my endeavor to give it a linear glaze do not result in success. 

 The weather is really warm 88o. 

 In the afternoon X.J. Barile came and went on with the portrait of Helen. While he has 

done portraits in the past his method is rather too sentimental. I worked on my panel while he 

worked on his. Helen asked him to dinner and we had his bottle of Chianti wine to assist 

conversation. 

 North Koreans (said to be communist) have attacked the south Koreans and are 

threatening Seoul the capito[l]. Some think this may lead to another world war1990. 

 

June 26, 1950 88o  

We rose rather late. I had my breakfast in bed as usual. 

 
1990 On June 25, 1950, 75,000 North Korean soldiers crossed the 38th parallel into South Korea, which the 
United States (who backed the Korean Republic) saw as an act of aggression. This event marked the 
beginning of the Korean War (https://www.history.com/topics/korean-war)  

https://www.history.com/topics/korean-war
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 Worked on the panel portrait of Miss M. Went over it with thin tempera trying to get a 

harmonious head out of it regardles of its likeness to the model. 

 Helen went shopping and bought another electric fan $2.00 cheaper at Macy’s for the 

same fan we bought on 23rd St. 

 I went to the dentist at noon and he made a plaster case. The new tooth will be in place by 

tomorrow afternoon, he says. 

 Helen finds a fine article in the 1910 “Craftsman”1991 in which Robert Henri writes 

splendidly of the Independent (invitation) Ex. of that year. 

 

 June 27, 1950 Mr Meyer whose commitments to finish his presentment of the Mediation Board 

on the Apartment service mens strike is now finished has promised me to pose each morning this 

week. With this encouragement the work on the portrait went much better. 

 Ernest Roth brought in a batch of prints from my plates beautiful proofs. He also 

presented me with 36 old proofs of my DeKock etchings. He was given them years ago by Raff. 

Peters1992 the survivor of Peters Brothers, who used to do the printing of my plates and who 

printed the etchings for the Fred K. Quinby Co Boston Publishers of the Lim. Ed. DeKock. 

 
 

 

1991 Robert Henri, “The New York Exhibition of Independent Artists,” The Craftsman, vol. XVIII, no. 2, 
May 1910, pp. 160-72. Available digitally here: 
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/serial?id=craftsman  

1992 Cannot find information. 

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/serial?id=craftsman


1273 
 

June 28, 1950  Mr Meyer posed again this morning and now at evening time I feel that I have a 

good understatement enough of a likeness. I am very hopeful. 

 After working until 3 PM. I took a nap and then went to walk in the sun and air on the 

roof. A fine unusually clear day for N.Y.C. 

 A comely white skinned young lady with golden brown hair clad only in thin bloomers 

and a scant waist, lay on a bench sunning herself. I felt as Rubens might have felt about her. 

 Walked discretely without annoying her as Casanova might have done. 

 In the evening Viv Organ and Mary Roberts took us to dinner at Petipas on 29th St. Nick 

(alias Petipas) has long hair and long beard. The woman who assists and her tall blooming 

daughter whom I last saw at a dinner to Sec. Buckholtz(sp?) of the S. Ind. A. were there. The girl 

has grown from a child then. A very good dinner at $1.50. Wine extra. Quite a nice evening. 

 

June 29, 1950 I felt a considerable sense of relief and a let down feeling as well. Mr Meyer 

posed this morning and I think he is pretty well satisfied with the portrait. I will have him come 

again tomorrow morning and believe that the head will then be reasonable like him. The hands 

are to be finished also. After that a few odds and ends and it will be out of my mind. It wont be 

perfect nor will it be skillful.1993 

 
1993 Arthur Meyer has one of those homely faces that “lights” into a smile. He wanted to be 
painted at this moment, & Sloan wanted to catch it, to show the man’s earnestness, humor & 
kindness. It was a very difficult problem - to avoid a grimace. He did not smile often, so I would 
talk with him, trying to bring back the expression. (He was tired, droused a good deal.) Sloan 
had made a few photographs with his Kodak, for factual reference. But as he was so concerned 
with “isometric construction” the photographs helped only when he got off the track too far in his 
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 Barile painted on his portrait of Helen in the afternoon. It goes slowly. Dr Farr & Helen’s 

mother came to dinner. H. prepared good roast veal. They leave Saturday to be away for a few 

days. We may be gone if our tickets for Santa Fe on July 7th come through. 

 Twelve sittings to date on A.S. Meyers port. 

 

June 30, 1950 Mr Meyer came this morning and while he was here I made no improvements in 

fact after he left I felt rather low in spirit. 

 However, after lunch on returning to the job I picked up a new lead and now think it is 

going well and should soon be finished. If such a thing is ever possible. 

 Barile came in the afternoon and worked on his portrait of Helen in her absence. She 

went up town to take a painting of hers to Miss Kraushaars and do some research in the Art Dpt 

of the Public Library. 

 Barile went to his studio class at 6.45 and we soon had supper. 

 I hope to bring the painting to a finish tomorrow In which case we may be able to leave 

on the 6th Thurs[d]ay for Santa Fe 

 

July 1, 1950 Worked several hours on the ASM portrait and at the end of the day I feel that it is 

improved. I will work on it on Monday. In the afternoon Ruth Martin and her boss Mr Glover 

 
struggles. It was a head without an easy plastic impulse. Professional photographs we saw 
later, looked like a hundred similar people. 



1275 
 

called for a short while and bade us good bye for the summer. We will leave next Thursday 

unless some unexpected delay comes along. 

 I would rather Mr Meyer was to come here tomorrow than our visiting him. I could use 

another pose! 

 Art News Editor Mr. Frankfurter1994 might be called the “Hot dog” of Art. 

 

July 2, 1950 A very pleasant visit to Mr M.1995 in Scarsdale (or near it). His house was occupied 

by Brit. Gen. Sir Wm Howe1996 during the Revolution and has a bronze tablet at the roadside. 

Mrs M. met us at the station. The daughter Charlotte a strange bird. His son the lawyer Daniel. 

We had a good dinner. The interior of the house is not modern. There have been additions to the 

old house. His study is panelled walled. An air of comfort. His “Utrillo” is a burst of perspective. 

His Vlaminck1997 dark with cheap snow and perspective of course. The house is on a ridge and 

distant hills in view. 

 A Georgia physician Dr Bondy and his wife called in the afternoon. 

 We came home after tea. 

 
1994 Alfred N. Frankfurter. Cannot find dates. 

1995 Unknown. 

1996 General William Howe (1729-1814) Commander-in-Chief of British Forces during the Revolutionary 
War, also served in the Seven Years’ War 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Howe,_5th_Viscount_Howe)  

1997 Maurice de Vlaminck (1876-1958) French Fauvist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_de_Vlaminck)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Howe,_5th_Viscount_Howe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_de_Vlaminck
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 The day is very warm with great humidity (A thing we know not out in New Mexico). 

 

July 3, 1950 Worked all day on the Meyer portrait. The heat makes it unnecessary to wear any 

clothes about the studio. I had a very scant few. Helen is busy on packing, she has taken on the 

whole job as usual. 

 Barile worked on his portrait of Helen this afternoon. He is making sort of terra cotta 

dipped in oil effect, no proportions, no drawing, no painting, no volume. I have always felt that 

he learned nothing from me. But his is faithful in his way amusing too but a bit pathetic. 

 Brud” Farr & Ann came after dinner. Barile stayed to dinner. We used three bottles of 

Chianti wine and enjoyed it over a six hour period. 

 

July 4, 1950 Another day of several hours work on Mr Meyers portrait and great heat. 

 Barile came in the afternoon and H. gave him a quarter hour out of her busy day. He has 

not had her posing for the last two poses. 

 In the morning Brud & Ann brought little “Chips” Farr to give an exhibition of “upright 

walking’ which he has just begun. He was great fun, his toes turn far out like “Charlie Chaplins 

well known walk. 

 The portrait seems to be just about finished. 
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July 5, 1950 Some final work (for the time) on the Meyer portrait and we have arranged to have 

it delivered at the Broadway office of the Mediation Board tomorrow morning.1998 

 Helen is busy on final arrangements for our exodus tomorrow. 

 We phoned Mr Pilzele[sic] at his office with the Mcgraw Hill co. told him it would be 

delivered tomorrow at the office. He seemed to expect to get the frame. It is usual to put that 

expense on the buyer. 

 An electric heater is focussed on the portrait to hasten drying. 

 A Puerto Rican photographer1999 recommended by Barile took shots of the portrait and 

two other panels. He used no color filter, light meter or watch, gave long exposures. An odd 

speciment. 

 

July 6, 1950 Off to Santa Fe The picture went by Berkley Express to the office of Mediation 

Board this morning. 

 
1998 Next year Sloan got the picture back to give it a final varnish & completely repainted it. All 
along, I assured him that he could get it back for revision (that the money was in the bank to buy 
it back etc.). The effort to get likeness was really inhibiting for Sloan (& this was such a difficult 
man to bring to life), and his late way of working, like Titian’s, almost required periods of time to 
elapse while carring through to a greater conclusion, with a fresh eye & attack. 

 When he finished the repainting, with no sittings, the picture was a fine likeness & 
pleased the family. The first version was an adequate likeness, the picture a good Sloan; but it 
did not have the inscrutable grandeur of form & color that came through the later work.  

 The “Venus & Faun”, “Sunbather in the Mountains” & how many others, were re-wrought 
again & again - as he raised his standards. 

1999 Possibly Francisco Luis Espada Roig (1930-2014), a photojournalist and activist who lived in NYC 
around this time, but is perhaps too young. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Espada)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Espada
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 Before lunch the photographs arrived and they were dismal failures! Awful! I had the 

messenger (nephew) tear 6 proofs of portrait and another in front of me. Paid $5.00 for proofs of 

a third (a Nude) (The price $3.80) Too bad! 

 In the afternoon Barile came to see us off. Told of the absurd results of his photo friends 

efforts. He was much surprised. He came to the Grand Central Station with us and saw us on the 

train. We had a nice bedroom and the train was a good one. A smooth trip and right good nights 

sleep. Helen served supper and breakfast. 

 

July 7, 1950 Arrived on time in Chicago. Were faced by awful conditions in getting our hand 

baggage and selves conveyed to the Santa Fe Station (Dearborn). The reason for the trouble, a 

strike on the Parmelee system bus drivers. A very exhausting affair. 

 Fred & Frances Biesel met us at the station (Dearborn) and  

we had a second breakfast in the very nice dining room of the Harvey system. 

 Our train supposed to leave at 12.01 was an hour and a half late. We stood all this time as 

the confusion of gate men made it uncertain when it would be ready. Biesels now joined by Mae 

Larsen waited with us. 

 A wreck on the Santa Fe Wednesday had messed up two fast fliers (near Galesburg Ill). 

We saw western Illinois by daylight. Accomodations[sic] of our compartment were rather poor 

compared with N.Y. Central. Fred Biesel who had a heart attack some time ago seems to be in 

good health. 

 Helen made dinner on the train. 
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July 8, 1950 Awoke rather early in West Kansas. Helen made breakfast and we rested in our 

berths until after noon. We were down at Lamy at about 2 P.M. but were more than 2-1/2 hours 

late. Ira, Anna and Diana Moskowitz met us. They had waited since 2 oclock. All well and glad 

to see us. We put our baggage in their new car and had a good ride to Santa Fe. 

 We went with them to supper in their nice little house up Canyon Road. They have made 

some nice improvements. 

 They took us out to “Sinagua” which we found in perfect condition. We soon had the 

electric current on, lights refrigerator and water from our tanks which are full. 

 We had a good quiet nights sleep on our own mattress & bed. 

 They have had a few heavy rains lately after a long dry spell. 

 

July 9, 1950 Helen and I put in the gasoline pump and it started right off. So our hot water 

supply is now in good shape. 

 Helen was busy with the vacuum cleaner altho’ the place is nearly free of all dust! (After 

being closed for eight months). 

 We took a walk on our East road in the late afternoon. 

 A good job we did was to repair the spring support on our garage door. With Helen’s 

good mechanical abilities we made a good job. 
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July 10, 1950 A couple of rains to day not heavy. 

 Ira Moskowitz with Anna came this morning to take us to town. There I picked up our car 

at Closson’s Garage went to the Capitol and got new License Plates and Clossons put them on. I 

then drove to the store where (Sears Roebuck) I found Helen and bought a pair of pants for 

general use, left them to be hemmed and went to Joe Reeds where we met Ann and the new baby 

boy Albert only a few weeks old. We then started to Sears to get the pants. In front of the Post 

Office while avoiding a woman walking I had a slight scrape (altho I did not notice it) with 

another car. We came home after stopping for the pants, had lunch, the phone rang the Police 

wanted me for leaving a scene of accident. Went to town met the Mr. Cromwell whose car I had 

scraped looking out for the woman pedestrian. Magistrate Berardinelli brother of my dentist 

fined me $15.00 on hearing my story2000. Mr Cromwell has been connected with building 

projects in N.Y. and elsewhere, nice man here for asthmatic reason. We then drove out West 

Agua Fria St. to see our insurance agents Mr Brown. On the way I drove between two cars 

narrow street. Scraped both of them one a truck of Mr. Gonzales another car of Mr & Mrs 

Wofford. She knew my painting! nice woman. I told both of these owners to have repairs made 

at Closson’s and have it charged to me. Then went to Mrs Brown Agent of State Farm Auto 

Insurance Co. Our car is covered for Public Liability. She gave me blanks to fill out. H. and I 

came home to Sinagua. Ernest Knee drove by our house dropped in. He has lived out at Shusters 

Homestead all winter. His Door business has increased now has a place in town, factory. I 

suggested a slogan “If you need doors get Knee doors”. 

 
2000 ANYTHING IN ARCHIVES ABOUT THIS? 
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 Helen and I talked over the day. My first accidents in 30 years. So far as the Police were 

concerned We thought we would only ask the Insurance Co. to cover the first (Cromwell) fender 

repairs. The other bills we will pay as rendered.2001 

 

July 11, 1950 A beautiful day. Helen was doing some washing & ironing. 

 I took an hour or so among the trees getting after the parasitic “Mistletoe”. 

 I find that the trees I cleared last summer are still free of the growth. 

 A nap for an hour was a necessity. I feel so very exhausted. 

 *I phoned Closson garage to make repairs on my “victims” of yesterday and they said 

they would do so when they came around. 

 I did a little work around the house put up the ladders to the roof. 

 Helen and I walked around the house at sunset clear in the west with layers of gold & 

gray above. 

 John G/D?orman’s wife called and asked me to attend a coming dinner of the No Name 

Club2002 to be held at Editor Harrisons2003 home. I will see about it. 

 
2001 We were both unaware of the fender scraping being a little deaf from the change in altitude. I 
was sorry that the Judge scolded Sloan so long, knowing it would make him nervous. The 
second incident happened because he was tense (& had refused to rest for a cup of tea) but I 
let him go on driving immediately so he would not lose confidence. However I was concerned all 
this summer that he drove with more tenseness & I always went with him in case he should 
become unobservant. If I once took on the regular driving, he would have had to stop entirely, 
that did not seem necessary yet. It would have been a bad blow to his morale. 
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 The Aliance for the Arts are having a series of exhibitions at their headquarters asking me 

for a show in a few weeks. 

 The weather has been so dry for months that there is little green except the evergreens 

about us on the hills. Very few birds and we have seen on rabbits either. 

 

July 12, 1950 Heavy rain at night 

 Up at six oclock as we have been each morning. 

 After breakfast we both went along the west hill and destroyed parasites for an hour or 

more. 

 A nap afterward for both of us. 

 Later after lunch Ira M. and Anna and Diana with Miss Marjorie Linney2004 drove up and 

they had brought a young kitten Miss Linney keeps a great many of them. It seems to be inclined 

to hunt small corners and hide from us. Perhaps it will improve with age! 

 A week since they left New York our two trunks came today. The Parmalee Strike in 

Chicago, the cause.2005 

 
2002 What?? 

2003 Will Harrison is mentioned as having been the editor of the Santa Fe New Mexican in 1948 
(beginning in 1940) in Santa Fe: Its 400th Year: Exploring the Past, Defining the Future by Rob Dean, p. 
16 

2004 Unknown. 

2005 Chicago and Milwaukee train worker unions had had uneasy relationships with the government for 
the past few years. On August 25, 1950, President Truman ordered the Army to take control over the 
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 At six oclock we took a long walk together (This cat of course is not like “Dobie” who 

walked with us.) 

 Ira persuaded me to attend the dinner club Friday night. He will stop for me. 

 

July 13, 1950 Rain in the evening 

 In town a little past 10 oclock this morning we went directly to Closson’s and left the car 

to have the fender straightened some and welded. Then to the Post Office. No important mail. 

Back to Closson’s where the fender was mended (not finished with paint). We then asked the 

service dept to mend rear brake light and fix the heat gauge which they disconnected long ago. 

Promised by 1 oclock. We then went to lunch finished 12 noon decided to walk to our house on 

Garcia where we met all our tenants. Mr & Mrs Hoban in the main house Mr & Mrs Tamatzu in 

the rear house and George Stambous and his wife, living in the studio. George has done good 

work about the place. We told him he could install the gas refrigerator from the Main house in 

the studio at his expense. Tamatzu’s are quite happy. He is working painting some good things. 

We then went to see Marinobel Wheelock, no one home. Stopped at Alf. Morangs studio where 

he has his students working. His own latest work is much better, quite colorful. It was now past 2 

oclock. Back to Closson’s where nothing had been done. So we took car and drove home. 

 

July 14, 1950 For two days the new kitten does nothing but yowl and slink in corners! 

 
railroads before the workers could strike (https://www.politico.com/story/2016/08/truman-orders-army-
to-seize-us-railroads-aug-25-1950-227247)  

https://www.politico.com/story/2016/08/truman-orders-army-to-seize-us-railroads-aug-25-1950-227247
https://www.politico.com/story/2016/08/truman-orders-army-to-seize-us-railroads-aug-25-1950-227247
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 A heavy rain in the afternoon. 

 The town is giving a Rodeo in the evening of 13th 14th 15th and these rains are not 

helping “business”. 

 However it is clearing by dark and Ira brought Anna & Diana to stay with Helen while he 

drove me over to the home of Will Harrison editor of “New Mexican” where the No Name Club 

is to have a monthly dinner. We had high balls followed by a very good spanish style dinner. A 

newcomer to town is Major Felton2006 commercial illustrator and inventor of a compass that will 

describe an ellipse of any width to length proportion. He is patenting the device and 

demonstrated it. He knows many illustrators. He is now fixed so that he can try to paint. 

 Randall Davey entertained. W. Shuster Gus Baumann Albert Schmidt, Mr Reynolds of 

the owners of the “N.M. Ray Boynton, Wyatt Davis, Wayne Manzy2007 late of the Art Museum 

staff, now in business, Lange the Musician2008 Bill McNulty of the “NM” staff. 

 We had plenty of Bourbon and had an agreeable evening. Ira & I came home before 12 

oclock. He picked up Anna and Diana and drove home. 

 

July 15, 1950 We rose somewhat later than usual this morning. After breakfast I went out on the 

hills and took up my war of extermination against the Mistletoe. I stayed at it for two hours. H. 

called me to the house and I lay down for a nap. 
 

2006 Major Felten (1904-1975) commercial illustrator of books and posters 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_Felten)   

2007 Cannot find information. 

2008 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_Felten
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 After lunch we had a pretty good rain. Our tanks have been overflowed for several days 

now. 

 The kitten is improving but still does a good deal of yowling. H. quiets and feeds her a 

milk honey and whiskey mixture. 

 Ernest Knee, his pretty wife and three boys dropped by on their way home (Shusters 

ranch west of us). They have to cart in their drinking water dead rats etc. in the cisterns. Don 

Shuster works in Albuquerque and dont attend to his old house on the hill. 

 

July 16, 1950 A beautiful and quiet day without any nearby rain altho we could see distant rain 

storms to west and south. 

 I spent a couple of hours wrecking the hopes of clustering parasites on our juniper trees 

and dwarf cedars. The cat is becoming a bit more used to her surroundings & us. 

 According to the radio news we are having difficulty in our military operations against 

northern Korea. Prices of meat and other necessities are shooting upward taking advantage of the 

fright of extended war. 

 We walked around the house in the late afternoon. 

 I am reading “The Roman Way”2009 by Edith Hamilton who wrote “The Greek Way” and 

enjoy her understanding of Ancient life as I did in “The Greek Way”. 

 

 
2009 The Roman Way was published in 1932. The Greek Way was published in 1930. 
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July 17, 1950 We drove to town this morning taking 3 paintings for the Womens Ex. at the 

Museum. We also stopped at the Express office and picked up our two packages from New York 

with books and materials. They weighed 50 pounds cost 7.45. We returned to “Sinagua” and 

later had lunch. 

 In the afternoon Mr Dawley2010 who has a little art gallery opposite the Gonda2011 hotel 

called and asked for a painting of mine on consignment (25% commission). We let him take 

“Cienega from the hill” a small panel of some years back. 

 We took a walk east on the road pulled some parasites from our trees. E. Knee passed 

Ernest Knee on the road. 

 

July 18, 1950 A quiet day with no rain altho it rained some last night. 

 An hour or more on the Trees AM. 

 I am relaxing for sure feeling a little let down. 

 Another hour on tree “surgery” late in the afternoon. 

 I am reading a paper covered edition of Boccacio2012 and altho I have read the tales 

before it is great fun to read them again. They are all new to Helen. 

 
2010 Unknown. 

2011 Possibly he means the La Fonda. 

2012 Giovanni Boccaccio (1313-1375) poet, humanist, writer of The Decameron 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_Boccaccio)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_Boccaccio
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 We have had no news nor comment from the State Board of Mediation in New York, as 

to whether my portrait of Mr Meyer has been well received. It is quite possible that it ha not been 

greatly liked. As a photographic likeness it fails of course. 

 

July 19, 1950 We drove to town this morning stopped at P.O. and then went to the store where 

H. went in to buy supplies. We were in early enough to avoid some of the traffic. Poor little old 

Santa Fe is not built for traffic as we have it today. 

 In the evening we went to a little dinner party at Rosina Browns. She had about ten 

people and gave us a fine Spanish menu. She looks better than last year and was so really glad to 

see me. 

Ruth Laughlin Alexander & Dr A. were there.  

Nina Otero Warren Sister of Rosina.  

Ned Brown a tall young man now going to college 

Young Dan Kelly and his mother Mrs Geo Bloom 

Another Mrs and two big sons college men 

Theo. Van Soelen and Mrs. Van S. 

 Helen and I drove home about 10.30. 
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 On the Radio Pres. Truman gives his view of the Korean war2013. He defers any rationing. 

Asks that there be no hoarding. 

  

July 20, 1950 I went out and gathered the mistletoe for an hour and a half this morning. Came 

home and after a mid morning snack I napped for an hour. 

 In the afternoon showers to the East. We had only a few drops. 

 Late in the afternoon the Saunders Josephine Eckert and big blond husband called and tell 

us they have moved still near Cerro Gordo up the Santa Fe Canyon. He has riding horses now 

and it is going well. 

 

July 21, 1950 Out after the parasitic “Mistletoe” this morning for 2 hours. 

 Recalled to the house by H. I needed the relief and lay down and napped for an hour or 

more. 

 In the evening early we drove to town and called on Marinobel Smith Wheelock and her 

sister Mrs Vandenburg (?) the little boy Rene has not grown much but he is bright. At school he 

was asked to draw “Gods House”. He produced a building in the childs way. On the door the 

letter B. Asked what that meant he said “Bar” or barroom. Is that your idea of the place where 

God’s children meet. He said “Yes, Gods children are inside”. 

 
2013 The text of President Truman’s address can be found here: 
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=13561  

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=13561
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 We went to Joe Reeds and at 6.30 he drove me to Radio station KTRC where I answered 

some Art questions by Alfred Morang a bit under the influence. We hear that he & wife are 

getting a divorce and marrying another divorcing couple! Sad news. 

 Back to Reeds where we had supper and later drove home to “Sinagua”. 

 

July 22, 1950 Again I made my morning sortie on the forces of the juniper trees enemies. Helen 

called me off in a little more than an hour and I proceeded to take another nap of an hour or 

more. 

 She is busy in her writing room on the “Memoirs”. 

 I feel as though I should be getting at some painting but cant get the start. 

 Later in the afternoon Ira Moskowitz with Anna & Diana brought two interesting 

ladies2014 to see us one a Doctor & psychologist Dr. and her friend name ---- who is very much 

acquainted with art and Europe and has lived some time in Palestine and has spoken Arabic. 

 A wonderful storm sky and heavy deep blue rain cloud to the south. After they left H. and 

I walked a little East on our road and saw a ferry segment of rainbow at South end of range with 

crimson edge over the mountains. We did not have much rain at “Sinagua”. 

 

 
2014 Unknown. 
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July 23, 1950 Out among the juniper patients for an hour this morning after breakfast. When I 

came in I took a long nap. After lunch I found it right to take another rest. I am a little under par. 

It is probably because I can think of nothing to get to work at. 

 Later in the afternoon Helen and I walked East on our ridge road but started on the trees 

again. Oliver La Farge and wife drove by looking for Shusters homestead where Ernest Knee is 

living. A heavy rain storm came on after they started westward. Our tanks soon filled to 

overflowing. 

 

July 24, 1950 Out on the east hill for two hours this morning and returning took my usual nap. 

Feeling better this morning as I am not so much tired by this exercise. 

 I got out some etchings in the afternoon and gave some mats a night coat of water paint. I 

am to send a group of etchings to be shown at the office of the Alliance for the Arts in a couple 

of weeks. 

 Rain to the west this afternoon. We had very little of it and as far as our tanks are 

concerned we need none. 

 

July 25, 1950 We drove to town early and went to see the Women’s Group Ex. Helens largest 

picture “At the Races”2015 was not hung. Her two very small landscapes are in place. A catty 

thing as this Miss L with a red umbrella would have been the only good realistic thing in the 

 
2015 Do we have it? 
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show. I call it “Cat-dirty”. We went to the Alliance office saw W. Shusters picture none of them 

new. Met Mrs Rosin who has worked with the alliance this winter. 

 I got home and went to work on some mats for etchings. 

 In the evening Marinobel Smith with Wheelock and Mrs Vanderberg and little René age 

4. We enjoyed a very happy evening with them. Heard the story of the Alliance. They have shut 

out Marinobel altho’ she has not tried to work with them. 

 Mrs. Field has put in some money and is bossing things. Mrs. Jacacci2016 is employed her 

pay is in arrears. 

 Helen has received some Penguin books. E.V. Rien’s new translation of the Iliad. I have 

started to read it and it is very good as was his “Odyssey”. 

 

July 26, 1950 As I have an entry “Portrait” for the Annual Ex, so this morning I started a panel 

of H. with our kitten2017. I worked about 4 hours and it seems to be a fair start. 

 In the latter part of the afternoon we went to the east hill and attacked the parisites[sic]. 

Our “bridge head” still holds as does that of our U. Nations U.S troops in southern Korea. But 

can they continue? The K. affair is very serious and should force complete mobilization and 

controls. 

 

 
2016 Unknown. 

2017 Lady and Cat (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1244 
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July 27, 1950 Worked again several hours on the Helen & kitten panel. It is coming on. At any 

rate I can sent it to the Annual Open door. No jury in these shows. Scattered showers in the 

distance but only cloudy relief intervals over our hills. 

 

July 28, 1950 To town and H. bought supplies for a week. We went to to post office and I 

complained of leaving mail for a certain Jack Sloan placed in my box. 

 After lunch I worked on the portrait of Helen. The kitten is giving me trouble. 

 In the evening after dinner Will & Selma Shuster came out to see us and we enjoyed their 

visit. He is teaching for the Hill & Canyon school also is working on an incense burner with 

scent of pinon. 

 A beautiful full moon peeking through a huge pack of broken clouds. 

 

July 29, 1950 Another clear day with scattered showers around the vista of the Rio grande 

valley. 

 I worked some on the Helen & Cat. Helen was washing and ironing during the day. 

 In the evening with a light shower outside. The kitten brought in a mouse! Her first catch 

and she was much taken with her prowess. I took the victim away from her as I felt she was too 

young to digest so much fur & bone & tail. 
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July 30, 1950 Worked on the portrait of Helen & kitten. In the morning took a hour off to go on 

with my war against the mistletoe growth. 

 After lunch a nap for 1/2 hour then took up the work on H. again. 

 Ira & Anna with Diana came to dine in the evening. He wants to make a mat for frame of 

the portrait, which will be an improvement. 

 Clouds overcast all day with shower and heavy rains in the distance. 

 

July 31, 1950 A clear morning followed by clouding over and a heavy rain. Both of our tanks are 

again over flowing. 

 I worked on Helens portrait in the morning and took a nap in the afternoon. 

 Joe & Ann Reed came out to see us. They returned from Albuquerque yesterday where 

Joe distinguished himself and won the N.M. State Championship in trap shooting along with 2 or 

3 prizes. His friends want him to go in for the National Meeting. 

 They leave for 12 days of fishing up in Colorado tomorrow morning. 

 I wrote to Merlyn S. Pitzle tonight asking for some news of the Meyer portrait hoping 

that he liked it. 
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August 1, 1950 We went to Santa Fe early this morning. Mailed letters and got our mail from 

P.O. Box. Several pieces for “Jack Sloan”2018 a sign painter here for many years. (Helen called 

him on phone a day or two since asked if he had received any of my mail. He said no. Altho it 

had happened some time ago, I called attention of the clerks to these mistakes. Told him that we 

Sloans had all been cattle thieves in the old country and had to keep a look out on each other!? 

 A clear morning clouding over in the afternoon and winding up with a very heavy rain. 

Albuquerque had its heavy share and it seemed to stay solidly over Santa Fe for a very long 

period. A beautiful rainbow. 

 I worked on the portrait of Helen in the afternoon and it seems to be going pretty well. 

 

August 2, 1950 Another Birthday  

Worked on the portrait a while. A clear day until just as we were about to leave at about 5 

PM. A terrific downpour struck from the North East. We called Marinobel Wheelock and told 

her that our road would be too much for me to drive to town to a Birthday dinner at her house. 

She sent her sister Mrs Vandenburg in a Taxi. They took us to town the road in a bad skiddy 

state. A good driver. We had cocktails before dinner. Mr & Mrs Kenneth Clark2019 also came. 

 Wheelock is working on a piece of beautiful stratified stone. A head with flowing hair 

quite a fine thing. 

 
2018 Cannot find information. 

2019 Did the art historian Kenneth Clark visit Santa Fe? Probably not. 
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 After a good dinner Shusters came Moskowitz’s Dr & Mrs Hausner and we had a very 

merry evening. We were asked to spend the night at Clarks beautiful house (The children were 

away.) A woman is lucky who marries an architect. A good nest building father bird. 

 Slept very well in childrens beds. 

----- 

 Selma Shuster presented me with a new edition of Mrs Trollope2020’s “Domestic Manners 

of the Americans”2021. It made excitement when pub. 1829. 

 

August 3, 1950 After waking at 7.30 we went over to Marinobel Smith Wheelocks for a nice 

breakfast waffles and bacon and good coffee. Feeling fairly well after last nights libations. 

 Ira Moskowitz picked us up and drove us out to Sinagua the road had dried off. 

 He wants us to go to the San Domingo Corn dance with him to-morrow. I hope I will feel 

equal to it. We will make our final decision in the morning. 

 
2020 Frances Milton Trollope (1779-1863) writer, novelist. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frances_Milton_Trollope)  

2021 In Domestic Manners of the Americans, Trollope writes:  

“A single word indicative of doubt, that any thing, or every thing, in that country is not the very best in 
the world, produces an effect which must be seen and felt to be understood. If the citizens of the United 
States were indeed the devoted patriots they call themselves, they would surely not thus encrust 
themselves in the hard, dry, stubborn persuasion, that they are the first and best of the human race, that 
nothing is to be learnt, but what they are able to teach, and that nothing is worth having, which they do 
not possess.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_Manners_of_the_Americans)  

The text is in the public domain. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frances_Milton_Trollope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestic_Manners_of_the_Americans
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 I made some good changes on the Helen portrait with the kitten. 

 A short shower while I napped in the afternoon but the day was clear and fine. 

 It is well to be over with my Birthday the 80th (counting the First). 

 Some one last evening gave me a bottle of wine alleged to contain hormones. My 

comment was that Hormones were the sounds heard on occasion through the flimsy walls of a 

cheap hotel! 

 

August 4, 1950 Early up and worked a while on the portrait. 

 About 10.30 The Moskowitz’s in their fine new Ford came. He had made me an inner 

frame for the panel. Very good result in appearance of picture. 

 We all got in the car and were off for the Santo Domingo pueblo Indian Corn dance. We 

arrived before twelve. Saw the preliminary dance near the Chapel. There we had our lunch in the 

shade of a big cottonwood by the acequia. Anna had provided the lunch. We were joined by the 

psychologist Drummond and his wife. There were many visitors and we joined the crowd around 

the main plaza where the Members of the Winter and Summer clans alternated dances all the 

afternoon. Met Mr Curtin2022 Mr Long Dan Kelly and many others. L. Ribak and wife from 

Taos. We stayed until the last dance and watched the small procession of the faithful return the 

image of St Dominick to the Chapel from his place on the altar in a shelter at the South end of 

the Plaza. The drums & chorus were fine as always and the ceremonial dancers dressed in the 

 
2022 Unknown. 



1297 
 

conventional costume. W. McNulty the writer was with us. We drove home in the late afternoon. 

Ira brought us back to “Sinagua”. We went to bed shortly after they left. 

 

August 5, 1950 Up about 7 oclock and pretty well rested. 

 I did some work on the portrait. 

 Marinobel Smith Wheelock brought her brother who does publicity for the Cancer Fund. 

His son and wife a nice dark complectioned couple also a young friend. They have come by car 

from New York and are seeing New Mex for the first time. Helen Vandenburg and son René 

also. 

 Helen served a highball and we chatted for an hour or so. They left at dusk to go to 

Tesuque and dine at the “Lido”. 

 No letter has come from Mr Pitzele in re the portrait of Arthur Meyer. 

 The day clear with rain to the South in the late afternoon. 

(drawing)-----------   Three Nutty Fishermen2023 

     Story told by 

     Russell Smith2024. 

 

 
2023 Unknown. 

2024 Unknown. 
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August 6, 1950 Out after breakfast among the trees getting good exercise at stretching, reaching 

and plucking the mistletoe. 

 Worked in two or three spurts on the portrait of “Lady & Cat”. I think it is ready for the 

exhibition. I let water run from the East tank reducing it to about 3/4 full. Further rain at that end 

of the house will not run off on the East roadway. 

 Helen is typewriting and pasting up clippings between making meals. 

 We walked about the house some ten times this evening early. 

 George Sokolsky2025 on Radio tonight warns of the serious possibility of this Korean War 

leading to a great war East against West. 

 Years ago with Mr Yeats I heard a young Chinese college man say that if China & the 

East were armed they might overrun Europe etc. 

 

August 7, 1950 We drove to Santa Fe this morning and Helen did her shopping for the week. 

 I delivered my panel “Portrait” (Lady and Cat) to Miss Jones at the Museum. 

 Still no answer to my letter from Mr Pitzele of the Mediation Board in N.Y. 

 After lunch I went out on the west of our hill and went on with extermination of the 

mistletow parasites. 

 Came back pretty tired and lay down for a rest. 
 

2025 George Sokolsky (1893-1962) newspaper writer and radio broadcaster 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Sokolsky)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Sokolsky
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 Miss Williams whom we met last summer at Marinobel’s drove out in her big new 

Lincoln car and visited with us for an hour or so. She is painting and lives out on Cerillo Road. 

H. served lemonade & cake. 

 I phoned R. Davey about our little show at the office of the Alliance starting next 

Monday. He will arrange for the punch served on the opening that afternoon. 

 Helen and I walked a few times around the house after dinner. 

 A clear day. 

 

August 8, 1950 Helen sawed out of Presdwood panels 8 ft x 4 ft Several sizes 18 panels on 

which we hope to paint.  

 Mrs Lois Hogue Shaw of Sweetwater Texas who studied with me nearly twenty years 

ago phoned that she was in town. We called for her at the Montezuma Hotel. She has her 

youngest child a boy of six with her. He is a namesake of mine according to his mother William 

Sloan Shaw. We brought them out to “Sinagua” for lunch and Bill Sloan and I made a raid on the 

Junipers parasites. I think he enjoyed seeing our big eroded canyon to the West of the house. 

 Back at the hotel Mrs Shaw showed some of her portrait (photobased) by which she 

makes an income. They also had some landscape paintings. A few were clever and rather 

good.2026 

 
2026 Mrs. Shaw was much imrpessed that Sloan was so considerate about seeing her. She had 
studied with him privately at the same time as Vivian Sloan Fisher, but Vivian had no time to see 
her since she had become poor. (Sloan had a delightful visit alone with the little boy.) 
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 Joe Bakos & Teresa dropped by Sinagua at 6.30. They have just returned from a few 

weeks visit to her son Raphael Dorman & wife near by San Francisco. 

 Rain today not notable. Lois Jogue2027 says I painted a portrait of her several sittings. I 

dont remember it. 

 

August 9, 1950 All morning Helen worked painting the panels with gesso. I helped for an hour 

or more but was rather exhausted for some reason. Maybe my trip with young Bill Sloan Shaw 

yesterday. 

 I napped before and again after lunch. Strolled out to the north west of our road and 

tackled more of the mistletoe late in the afternoon. 

 
 We always were available to old friends or new inquiries, at least once. Then if it seemed 
that Sloan would be uselessly fatigued to continue, we found excuses to discontinue. But we 
never shut anyone out who asked for the first time. For many years Dolly had given the 
impression that he was inaccessible (& for some time he had been ill so this was necessary). 

 We did not go out to many functions, but there was always time for anyone to see Sloan 
who wanted to talk to him seriously. Our friends & acquaintances were of all kinds & ages. I felt 
that it kept him young to associate with a variety of people because he was so single-minded in 
his painting. And in some way he needed what he used to get from teaching at the League. His 
work had “pulled away” from the students of this generation, which was a good sign, but 
deprived him of fresh minds for “Give & take”. Teaching regular classes took too much nervous 
energy & I knew they would not be well attended. He had no short cuts to offer, in competition 
with “Modernist” recipes. And he had no hangers on - no boot licking devotees attached to “the 
master”. There was no sentimentality clinging to him in his old age. He would have loathed it & 
disliked some evidence of this in Lee Jackson’s make up. (After Sloan died, Lee said to me 
mournfully “He was young in spirit” which infuriated me at the time, because he was young in 
deed.) 

2027 Unknown. Unknown if this portrait exists. 
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 Joe Bakos speaks of a possible sale to an artist of the hill to the East of our property. We 

are glad that we bought the Eastern addition in 1948. If we have a neighbor he will not be too 

near. 

 A nice heavy rain with hail for more than a half hour this afternoon. 

 

August 10, 1950 I went out Mistletoeing this morning for more than hour. H. joined me. 

 I came back and took a nap for an hour. 

 After lunch in the afternoon I took another nap storing up energy for the evening.2028 

 After tea I dressed and at 6 oclock Ira M. with Anna and Diana drove up left them with 

Helen and he drove me to Albert Schmidts fine home in Tesuque where he had the no name 

mens club to dinner with plenty of Bourbon and a large juicy roast of beef. A good crowd of 

about 20. Mr Inverarity the manager of the Folk Art Museum Harrison, Shuster, Bakos, Van 

Soelen, Mr. Reynolds. 

 
2028 Last year Dr. Hausner had approved of this “exercise” in the juniper bushes, but Sloan 
overdid it. He liked to work until exhausted & I had a constant struggle with him, for he was in a 
vicious circle of tension. Every summer when he just came out, he got the “dumps” about having 
nothing to paint etc. & then, after some rest, got going & his mood ironed out. But by this 
summer, the altitude & tension & mood got into a concentrated condition that finally brought a 
sharp warning from Dr. Hausner. 

 He had had occasional spells of shortness of breath, once or twice a year in Santa Fe. 
But this summer it began to be a regular sympton with exertion. And he later admitted that his 
left arm or hand had been numb for five or ten minutes on several occasions. 

 (August) Dr. Hausner had gone abroad & there seemed no immediate need for a check 
up, so the summer continued with exercise, rest & some work. 
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 An interesting and happy evening with Bruce Inverarity telling of the Folk Art plans. 

This will spread the funds for the State Museum quite thin. They will need much endowment to 

help out. 

 Ira and I came home about 11 oclock. 

 

August 11, 1950 Helen and I both took morning exercise among the junipers and I took a nap 

afterward. 

 

August 12, 1950 John Stoumbos2029 who keeps our garden 314 Garcia and lives in the Studio 

came out and worked on placing a cement casing around the draft chimney of our oil stove. 

Helen kept him to lunch. He is partly disabled by shock in the last section of our world war. 

Hearing affected and because he refuses further surgical experiments by the government hospital 

will probable[sic] lose his disability pension! 

 Helen drove into town with him and they brought out his Russian wife who is enciente. A 

nice but sober sort and a bit scared of first birth. 

 We have asked him to go on with some repainting etc out here at “Sinagua”. He studies 

under G.I. bill at Brenheisers School. Hopes to be a commercial illustrator. His work does not yet 

show that talent. 

 
 

2029 John Stoumbis (1926-2007) World War II veteran and painter 
(http://www.qeepr.com/profile/JohnCStoumbis/)  

http://www.qeepr.com/profile/JohnCStoumbis/
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August 13, 1950 In the afternoon Mrs Louis Ewing2030 who is artist daughter of the 

Bernheiser2031 who run an Hill and Canyon Art School2032 called by appointment. She is upset 

wants to get away from Santa Fe & husband and go to New York. She has two children, boys. 

We told her of the difficulties and we talked, with Helen for a couple of hours. We drove her 

home in our car and met Ewing. She made tea & an omlette. 

 It would be very sad for their marriage to break and Helen and I hope it will not do so. 

 We drove home at Sunset and feel that we have had a trying and rather depressing day. 

 What becomes of love? It must be fed to keep alive. 

 

August 14, 1950 In the morning to town and met R. Davey at the Alliance Headquarters and 

hung my etchings (22) with his paintings and drawings. Then home to lunch. 

 In the afternoon after an hours nap off to town again for the opening of the little 

exhibition where punch was served. We had a very good turn out. Many names I dont remember. 

Mr & Mrs Avril Texas, Mrs Wiswald and daughter and young child. Helen Shuster, Helene 

Ruthling, Shusters, Hullenkramer artist, Mrs Tom Clark is now in charge. He was there. Rosina 

Brown, Louise Pugh, Mrs Hoban, our tenant, Louis Ewing, Mrs and two boys, Ira & Anna & 

 
2030 Louis Ewing (1908-1983) landscape painter 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Louie_Ewing/116142/Louie_Ewing.aspx)  

2031 Stanley Breneiser’s daughter was named Marrie 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Louie_Ewing/116142/Louie_Ewing.aspx)  

2032 The Hill and Canyon School of Arts was an art supply store that opened in 1947. 
(https://www.canyonroadarts.com/the-history-of-canyon-road/)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Louie_Ewing/116142/Louie_Ewing.aspx
http://www.askart.com/artist/Louie_Ewing/116142/Louie_Ewing.aspx
https://www.canyonroadarts.com/the-history-of-canyon-road/
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Diana Moscowitz, Ruth Baker(?) (Alexander), Will Harrison, Bill McNulty, Anna Lee2033 

actress, The Wheelocks, Dr Dietrich, Joe Reed, Babins (the musicians), Mrs Alb. Schmidt, Mrs 

Betty Clark2034, Oliver La Farge, Calla Hay (society reporter), Mr & Mrs Berardinelli (my 

dentist), Mrs Scheuck2035, Lois Field and her mother who donates the rooms, Margret 

McKitrich2036, Josephine Eckert & Saunders, Ira Cassidy (widow Gerald C.) Reg. Fisher & wife, 

Brian Boru Dunne2037, Hester Jones, Mary Rose Bradford2038, Ray Boynton, Ernest Knee. A very 

successful afternoon. 

 

August 15, 1950 With Helen among the parasites on our West slopes good exercise and 

improving the health of the junipers. 

 A nice nap after a mid morning lunch. Later after lunch at about 3 oclock John Stoumbis 

drove up and went on with his cement work on our chimneys. He finished abut 5 oclock and 

Helen asked him to have tea & cake with us. 

 He recounted some of his war experiences. He was 18 yrs old when he went into the 

army. 
 

2033 Possibly Anna Lee (1913-2004) British-American actress who often worked with John Ford 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_Lee)  

2034 Unknown. 

2035 Unknown. 

2036 Margaret McKittrick Burge (dates unknown) is mentioned as being involved with New Mexican 
Indian affairs. (https://musnaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/MS-225_EAIA.pdf)  

2037 Brian Boru Dunne (1878-1962), Santa Fe-based writer 
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/136813645/brian-boru-dunne)  

2038 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_Lee
https://musnaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/MS-225_EAIA.pdf
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/136813645/brian-boru-dunne
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 Told of officers in the years after the war. He was in Europe 2 years of occupation. 

Officialy[sic] connected with the military post office. Officers posted home to U.S. a 2000 pound 

chandelier from a hotel in many packages. Loot! 

 Joe and Ann Reed called and brought us some trout caught on their recent trip to 

Colorado fishing. 

 They say that R. Davey and I are shown in the N Mexican2039 today (we posed for 

photog. yesterday at Alliance Ex.) 

 

August 16, 1950 Out among the junipers for a couple of hours this morning. 

 In the afternoon a young artist son of an Iowa farmer arrived from Estes Park Col. driving 

all day rather tired. His sketch book struck me as unusually good. His painting not up to it. He 

resents the present pressure to persuade if not force young students to go into the abstract or the 

Abstruce or the Absurd (as I said once in Chicago. He is young good looking has been around a 

great deal. Never to New York. Has made a living by drawing portraits at $5.00. Likes this 

country and wants to stay if he can find some place to practice this pot boiling branch. What a 

problem it is for the young talent today and always was!2040 

 
2039 “Sloan and Davey Share Honors,” Santa Fe New Mexican, August 15, 1950. See John Sloan archives. 

2040 Robert Templeton. While sketching portraits in Colorado Springs hotel, he had heard on the 
radio Sloan’s speech accepting the Gold Medal. Wrote to Sloan asking for criticism, a very 
earnest letter, “My father is a good farmer”, & wanting an honest opinion about his work. He 
came to see us again in N.Y. & has continued to keep in touch. (Now in Army.) 

Robert Templeton (1929-1991) painted President Jimmy Carter’s official portrait 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Templeton_(artist))  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Templeton_(artist))
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August 17, 1950 This morning Ira M. Anna & Diana drove us up to the Valley to Taos. A 

beautiful day and a beautiful country. 

 Arrived in Taos we first went to the home & studio of Louis Ribak who has a place once 

owned by a Miss Grant. A fine large studio for his classes which are doing well. 

 Stopped at a local gallery and saw an ex. of his wifes work (Mandelman2041) which is 

very cheerful and good in color Paris sketches very good. His own work seems confused at this 

time. 

 We had dinner at Mrs Würletzer’s fine home. She has been a partner of Iras. Is much 

interested now in a young mans work Earl Stroh2042(?). It is modernistic. A Washington editor of 

a news report. The dinner was very good indeed served by her butler whom with other servants 

she brings out from her Eastern house. Before quitting Taos we went to call on Howard Cook2043 

and his wife Barbara Latham2044. They are good artists. He is on one local and also the top jury 

on the coming Metropolitan Museums country wide Ex Am Experiment of the Museums.  

 Back home before dark with a rain on the way. 

 
2041 Beatrice Mandelman (1912-1998) painter associated with the WPA, Cubism and Expressionism 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatrice_Mandelman)  

2042 Earl Stroh (1924-2005) painter and lithorgrapher 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Earl_Stroh/33918/Earl_Stroh.aspx)  

2043 Howard Cook (1901-1980) oil, pastel, watercolor artist (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/howard-cook-
979)  

2044 Barbara Latham (1896-1989) painter, printmaker, illustrator 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbara_Latham)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatrice_Mandelman
http://www.askart.com/artist/Earl_Stroh/33918/Earl_Stroh.aspx
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/howard-cook-979
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/howard-cook-979
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbara_Latham
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August 18, 1950 Napped for an hour this morning after doing a little mistletoe killing. Another 2 

hour nap in the afternoon. Yesterday was rather exhausting for me. 

 In the evening Margaret McKittrich came to dinner. After which she drove us to town 

and to “El Teatro” a summer theatre where Ann Lee has a group of players doing stock. We saw 

the Broadway comedy success - quite well done “Harvey”2045 with a cousin of Chandler 

Christy2046 (the illustrator) was in the lead and a very good middle aged actress as his sister. We 

enjoyed the show very much. It is very amusing. 

 Joe Bakos & Teresa drove us home in their station wagon. We asked them in for a while 

and went to bed pretty late for us. 

 

August 19, 1950 John Stoumbis came early this morning and finished the chimneys and started 

with trusses and planks aiding to paint the eaves of the house. H. gave us a mid morning cup of 

coffee & cake. A good dinner at 12.30 and we ease off at tea time. 

 In the evening Joe Bakos took us to Miss A.E. Whites home for an evening with Bach 

music. Miss White played the Harpsichord with other members of the Symphonetta. Mr Lange is 

 
2045 Harvey, written by Mary Chase (1906-1981), was first performed in 1944 and won the Pulitzer Prize 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvey_(play)) (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Chase_(playwright)). 
It was adapted into a film starring Jimmy Stewart in 1950. 

2046 Howard Chandler Christy (1872-1952) portrait painter who painted Presidents Coolidge, Harding, 
Teddy and Franklin Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover, and Harry Truman 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Chandler_Christy)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvey_(play))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Chase_(playwright))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Chandler_Christy
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the conductor. Randall Davey one of the violincellists. Miss W. was important in four numbers 

and she played very well. 

 After the mucic we all (maybe 80 guests) went to the dining room and were treated to 

very fine drinks. A couple of stiff Bourbons and I was having a splendid time. Governor 

Mabry2047 was there (a Democrat among Republicans). “What is he doing among nice people?” I 

heard this. Miss White looked very well and we thought that this rather public appearance as 

musician was very good for her. Too many names present for me to remember or record. 

 Joe & Teresa Bakos drove us back to our hill. We were in bed by 1 oclock AM. 

 

August 20, 1950 A very quiet day warmer than usual with a sort of haze over the distances. 

(There is a very large forest fire in California2048, perhaps this is the cause). 

 We napped in the afternoon resting to make up for last nights late hour. 

 

August 21, 1950 Stoumbis came at eight this morning and got at painting the eaves. He made a 

trip to town later and got our tree ladder. 

 We drove to town for paint and H. did her shopping for the week. 

 
2047 Thomas Jewett Mabry (1884-1962) 14th governor of New Mexico from 1947-1951 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_J._Mabry)  

2048 Cannot find a record of a 1950 California forest fire. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_J._Mabry
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 We saw the Annual Ex at the Museum and it was of interest largely I think because of the 

Open Door No jury principle. If a jury had acted on this show much of the interesting work 

would have been rejected. 

 We also picked up my etchings from the Alliance office where Agnes Tait and Marie 

Ewing are putting up the next show, opening this afternoon. 

 Back to Sinagua and Helen made a good lunch for Stoumbis and myself. 

 After tea at 4.30 S. left and we walked East on the road and met our new neighbors and 

their children 1 boy 1 girl. He is in advertising in New York C. They are going to try to build 

their house as nearly as possible themselves 

 Starting a tool house. They seem nice people. 

        Mayshark2049 

 

August 22, 1950 Stoumbis finished all the eaves garage door, doors & windows. The rich green 

looks very well. He is a good workman and enjoys our dinner & lunch inturuptions[sic] telling us 

very amusing tales of his years in the war European theatre. 

 H. and I took a walk in the late afternoon setting sunlight. 

 The distances are partly hidden by that seems to be smoke. 

 

 
2049 Casimir Mayshark (1912-1978) commercial artist based in New York and New Mexico 
(https://www.pulpartists.com/Mayshark.html)  

https://www.pulpartists.com/Mayshark.html
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August 23, 1950 John Stoumbis went on with his good work today. He worked over all of my 

terrace dykes with good judgement. Helen and I drove to town and had an examination each of 

us by Dr. Travers. I am according to the doctor in quite good condition. Blood pressure 140/80. 

He gave Helen his opinion on her case differing with her doctor Smith in N.Y.C.2050 

 When we got back John had touched up many breaks in our living room walls etc. 

 Mrs Marie Williams in her beautiful Lincoln car called for us took us to her house on 

Cerillos road and there she prepared a fine steak dinner with many high balls before and after. 

She showed some of her paintings. The work has strength & color. A portrait of Alfred Morang 

quite good. 

 She drove us back to “Sinagua” saw us home and drove herself back. 

 Paid J. Stoumbis for work to date. 

 

August 24, 1950 I had breakfast in bed. H. is not feeling quite well has had some digestive 

disturbance for three days since Miss Whites party last Saturday. 

 
2050 I counted on doctors to warn me if I was doing anything wrong about taking care of Sloan. 
And they were always thoughtful, careful to keep him in good spirits and to burden me with no 
unnecessary anxiety. Naturally, I always did my best to conceal from Sloan any worries I had 
about my own health. These years were not easy for me as I had started an early change of life 
(when about 34) and now needed more surgery (at 38 after the other operation 3 yrs ago). Any 
extra worry for Sloan was a burden to me as well. I tried to keep all these things to myself, While 
he was calm on the surface in response to my calm, we both felt the strain of these periods. 
While I was so many years younger than Sloan, he was young for his age & I was physically 
old. This evened out our nervous energies, our pace was happily parallel in all things. And if my 
psycho-somatic troubles drained his energies, they came with me and were also aggravated by 
the tension absorbed from him. 
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 I took a walk westerly and pulled mistletoe parasites for an hour or more. H. joined me in 

the battle. 

 After lunch I took a nap and Helen did the same. Toward evening we walked to our East 

hill and did some more relief of the juniper trees thereon. 

 Our neighbors on the next hill beyond our East hill have gone on building their work shed 

so that we now can see it above the little pinon & junipers. 

 Helen tells me she is feeling better this evening. 

 

August 25, 1950 We walked over to see our neighbors to be Name Mayshark. He has studied at 

the AS League with Bruckman2051 & Kantor. Gone into commercial design and illustration. Has 

an association of commercial artists about 17 of them. Flyes out here in his own plane works on 

the shack. Live in a small house in town. 

 His children 1 boy 1 girl and a girl resides. Walked to our place about noon. H. gave 

them apple juice & cake. The boy about 8 yrs then conducted them over to Bakos’s where Teresa 

served milk & cake. The father who had known nothing of this expedition searched for them in 

his car found and reproved the boy as we could tell by his manner when we called as first stated. 

 J. Stoumbis had a cup of tea with us on his way home from work at Bakos’. B. is building 

a studio. 

 Short rain in the afternoon late. 

 
2051 Unclear who this is. 
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August 26, 1950 I went to the South West toward our boundary line and fought the mistletoe 

pest. Back and took a nap. 

 Late in the afternoon Merchack? and his wife came on invitation to tea (sherry) with us. 

Their boy Joe and his sister were given pencils & paper. Joe draws quite well. (Mayshark). We 

had a talk on commercial art and art. He is engaged in Com. Art and that’s it, has nothing 

whatever to do with Art. I almost believe it has swallowed art. So many artists are making 

pictures to sell. This seems to be a commercial aim. A man with a load of flat flagstone beautiful 

red drove up and sold it to our visitor for $33.00. A bargain I think. His shack is going up. 

 

August 27, 1950 At Ruth Alexanders we met an old time Santa Fean Mary Hunter2052 niece of 

Mary Austin2053 who has had success on radio directed “The Respectful Prostitute”2054 in New 

York. 

 In the evening invited to dinner by Ruth Loughlin (Barker) Alexander. She has a very 

nice house for many years. The family property. Her father Judge Loughlin2055 was prominent in 

N.M. Her mother lived long in the Mansion at the corner of DeVargas St. & Don Gaspar. Dr 

 
2052 Hary Hunter Wolf (1905?-2000) radio and theater director and producer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Hunter_Wolf)  

2053 Mary Hunter Austin (1868-1934) writer, defender of Native American rights, poet 
(http://newmexicohistory.org/people/mary-hunter-austin)  

2054 The Respectful Prostitute was written by Jean-Paul Sartre in 1946 and is thought to have been based 
on the Scottsboro case (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Respectful_Prostitute)  

2055 Cannot find information. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Hunter_Wolf
http://newmexicohistory.org/people/mary-hunter-austin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Respectful_Prostitute
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Alexander and she made an extended visit to Europe. She writes well has published a couple of 

books concerned with New Mex. and Santa Fe. 

 The old garden back of the house is very beautiful. 

 Other guests were a young man recently connected with State Dept and his nice wife. He 

has now to arrange for U.S. Librarys in foreign capitals. 

 After dinner Witter Bynner & Bob. Hunt came in. They have recently returned from 

Europe. I was glad to see them. “Hal” looks quite well a little heavier. 

 H. and I shared driving the car home about 11.30 PM. 

 

August 28, 1950 Marie Williams the buxom Southern girl (about forty years) came out to pose 

for us this morning and H. and I both started on panels. She poses very well as artists are likely 

to do. If they do pose. 

 We got started. 

 Helen invited her to lunch and we enjoyed he[r] account of some of the artists teachers 

she has known. Henry Suell2056 with whom my sister Marianna studied, she knew and had him 

down south teaching. 

 In the afternoon we drove to town and attended the opening of a little ex. of Alf. 

Morang’s works in the Alliance office gallery. His things are growing in interest. We bought one 

for 75.00 underpainted in tempera and then glazed. Very exciting in color. A Maine painter, old 

 
2056 Unknown. 
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friend of Mornay who is from Maine. There was a right good turn out of visitors and his friend 

bought a painting. 

 

August 29, 1950 Again this morning Marie Williams posed and we went on with our panels. She 

poses very well and we worked until 12 oclock. 

 

August 30, 1950 We went to town at 9.15 and took the car to Clossons for some fixing of 

fenders etc. We left it and I went to the Museum to the meeting of the Board. Helen to Marinobel 

Smith Wheelock’s for dinner. The meeting which was interesting in its way was well attended, 

Mr King from New York, Mr from Washington, Dr. Kleine Schmidt from U. from California, 

W. H. Postlethwait2057 age 80, Colorado born Pennsylvania, others whos names I dont 

remember. 

 Miss White was in attendance with a good idea to have booklets and some small art 

books on sale at Museum and historical and archaeolical booklets at the Palace of Gov’s. 

 We had lunch at the Fonda as usual. I left for Clossons where after 6 hours nothing had 

been done for the car. Walked to Marinobel’s sat a while there, then H. and I walked to Clossons 

not ready. We had supper at the DeVargas Coffee Shop. Then to Closson’s and drove home. 

After a hot day in town it was cool and quiet. 

 

 
2057 Unknown. 
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August 31, 1950 Marie Williams in her beautiful Lincoln car drove up before nine this morning 

and posed for 3 hours. She is a very good sitter. I went on with underpainting in tempera. A 

clear, cloudless morning. Large clouds came across from East to West late in the afternoon but 

we had no rain. A great dark canopy across the valley with a setting sun turning the ragged edges 

to red gold and in the east lighting up the hanging clouds over the Sangre de Christo. 

 Helen having done big wash, spent most of the afternoon ironing. 

 I am feeling quite tired out today but walked about the house 10 laps as the sun was 

setting. 

 

September 1, 1950 Marie came this morning and posed for us. My panel is going well. So is 

Helen’s. Helen has a letter from her doctor Smith in New York approving of Dr Travis’s idea 

that Helen should have an operation as soon as possible and she has decided to do so. Her 

estimate of the character of Marie Williams has led her to ask Marie to take charge of me when 

H. is hospitalized. Marie is willing and I feel that she could as near take Helens place in this 

house as is possible. So it is decided that I am to be her charge. We believe that it is good fortune 

that she is willing.2058 

 In the evening Alfred Morang on his weekly Art broadcast on KTRC spoke well of H’s 

picture in the Museum Ex. also of mine. I wrote him a post card saying that N. York has no art 
 

2058 Marie Williams was a warm good-tempered girl (divorced after an unhappy marriage). She 
drank a little too much, but would be responsible in taking care of Sloan. It was a blessing to find 
such an ideal cheerful & thoughtful person to stay with him. In New York, he had stayed alone 
when I had the operation in ‘47 & I knew it could not be done again that way. And I felt that 
Marie would look after him if I did not pull through. She was lonesome, & flattered to be asked to 
stay with him & looked forward to painting 
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program on Radio to equal his. They let him run over onto the broadcast of President Truman for 

at least a minute! H.T. talked on our disinterested fighting for peace in the East, in Korea2059. I 

hope that events will make it possible to stick to the principle. 

 A few drops of rain here, more in Santa Fe. 

 

September 2, 1950 Dr Travis phoned that he had rented a room for Helen in the Hospital St 

Vincents in Santa Fe for Thursday afternoon. 

 Marie came and posed for us about two hours this morning. 

 An hour and a half with Helen pulling “mistletoe”. H. found a very interesting 15 lb. rock 

full of shell fossils to add to her great variety of stones from our hill. 

 

September 3, 1950 Out this morning again to tear down the parasites. 

 Came home for mid morning snack and took a good nap afterward. After lunch I made 

some mud-plaster and fixed a break in the kitchen. 

 Helen and I walked east on our road toward evening and met Joe & Teresa in their station 

wagon on their way home. They asked us in and we rode home with them and saw his work on a 

new studio, roofing in between their main house and his garages. It will be a great improvement. 

We had some nice drinks and walked home, finishing our interrupted exercise. 

 
2059 The text of President Truman’s speech can be found here: 
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=13603  

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=13603
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September 4, 1950 At home all day (as I remember writing on Thursday). 

 Helen is getting ready for her hospitalization making a bed jacket and sort of House 

dress. 

 I feel more excited than if it were myself about to be treated to surgery. 

 

September 5, 1950 This afternoon Marie Williams came to Sinagua and drove Helen and me to 

town and we saw her assigned room 223 in the St Vincents Hospital. She seems quite serene in 

mind and feels that Marie will take good care of the old fellow. 

 We drove home and Marie made a nice dinner later. 

 A phone call announced presence in town of one of the old artists of the early days of The 

“Masses” Kenneth Chamberlain2060. He drove out with a nice red headed wife and three fine 

sons. He is still cartooning for newspapers and is pulling up stakes and intends to live in 

California. He does not wish the boys to grow up in New York. We had claret with them and 

after dinner Marie and I had a quiet evening with occasional drinks. 

 

September 6, 1950 Up about 7 oclock and went to St Vincents to be on hand after Dr. Travis 

had operated. After considerable delay we saw Helen wheeled onto the elevator. She spoke to us 

 
2060 Kenneth Chamberlain (1891-1984) cartoonist and illustrator 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Kenneth_Russell_Chamberlain/84334/Kenneth_Russell_Chamberlain.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Kenneth_Russell_Chamberlain/84334/Kenneth_Russell_Chamberlain.aspx
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and I felt between tears and fainting. Dr T. told us that the job had been a good one and that it 

would be allright. Of course there will be a report from laboratory. 

 Marie and I had dinner at a nice old place on Cerillos road (new to me) good Spanish 

dishes and reasonable in price. 

 Thence we went to Maries apartment where she ordered me to nap for about an hour and 

I felt much rested. 

 Back to the hospital where we were allowed to see Helen in her room. She is looking a 

little pale and has some gas pains which are unavoidable but she is her brave self we thought she 

seemed a bit drowsy so we left. 

 Back at Sinagua Marie made a wonderful spaghetti dinner. 

 Joe & Teresa Bakos dropped in for a short while. Marie and I sipped claret and she gave 

me very interesting accounts of her life in Lynchburg. Her father & mother in law were fine 

folks. 

 

September 7, 1950 This morning after 9 oclock or later a little blond 4 year old boy hatless and 

with a broomstick horse strolled to our portale. Said his name was Eric could not tell his last 

name. I thought he might be from the Maysharks little shack east of us. Started that way when he 

mentioned that he lived in Shusters house. Marie phoned Mrs Knee and with her new baby in 

arms she met us as we drove over in Maries car. Mrs K. was well frightened of course. 

 Marie started a drawing and then got us our lunch. 
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 Dr & Mrs Farr answered our telegram notifying them that the operation was a success. 

 Dr Travis says that H. rested well and had a good breakfast. 

 We drove to Santa Fe and called at the hosp. and saw Helen. She sat up a while in bed 

looks very pretty and seems cheerful. We spent an hour or more with her. Miss Williams made a 

trip to her home in town and brought back a good little radio for H. to have at her disposal. 

 Back to “Sinagua” we walked on East road. Mr Mayshark has started foundation of his 

house. While Marie started supper W. Shuster phoned said he would come out later this evening. 

 With John Adam S. eleven years and growing quite tall they arrived and we had a 

pleasant evening. 

 

September 8, 1950 I worked on the Marie portrait in the morning and it is gaining force I think. 

 A nice lunch by Marie 

 and at about 2 oclock we drove to town and while Marie paid a visit to her apartment I 

called at the hospital and spent an hour or more with Helen. She is looking very pretty and seems 

to be gaining strength. Helen Vandenburg (mother of René and Marinobel Wheelocks sister) 

called as also did Alfred Morang. His painting which we bought is in Helens room and looks 

very rich in color. After a while Marie came and we left for Sinagua. 

 A very good dinner by Marie. Talk and entertainment by the kitten Granny occupied our 

evening. 
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September 9, 1950 This morning after preparing lunch having breakfast Marie and I loaded our 

painting materials into her big Lincoln car and drove out to the Nambe valley at Pojuaque and 

took a side road. It was quite hot in the sun and we both worked in tempera. I got a pale 

underpainting and she a highly colored study. We had our lunch before working and came back 

somewhere after 4 oclock. 

 Marie made a shopping trip to town after she had an hours nap. I took a nap while she 

was gone. 

 Helens nurse called up at 6 oclock said H. was feeling well. I gave an account of my days 

sketching. 

 Marie made an interesting and good dinner of chopped meat and a special spinach 

preparation with a good sauce. 

 She retired early. I sat up a while playing with the kitten and writing here. 

 

September 10, 1950 Rose rather late for Marie gave no signs from her quarters that she was 

ready to prepare breakfast. 

 We went in the afternoon and saw Helen who is looking flashing eyed and beautiful. She 

is surely on the mend. 

 Maries boy friend who was to telephone failed to do so and she seems much miffed. 

After dinner (a fine sort of stew) we got out the claret and spent the evening in talk. She has has 
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so much more of a real life than I. It enthralls me. And yet to make me my limited scope was 

necessary.2061 

 

September 11, 1950 This morning after talking of a trip sketching we settled that Marie should 

start a portrait of me using the tempera underpainting. 

 She really got a strong start. It almost foreshadows a kind of Copley! Let us hope. 

 We rode to town and saw Helen who is looking fine. Walked the corridors this morning 

and is soon going to cut down to one nurse. 

 Home and Marie got busy preparing a dinner for Morang and Helen Smith Vanderburg. I 

permitted our neighbor Mayshark to milk our water towers of 300 gallons for use in his home 

building. 

 A dinner of cabbage stuffed was a wonder. Alf. Morang had a good time with his 

adventurous life. His wife Dorothy has just divorced him. He’s a real bohemian at the edge of the 

desert. 

 By ten oclock Helen S. had driven off in Marinobels car and taken Morang home. A few 

minutes later Marie took to her rest. I remained up, heard a report on the United Nations. 

 The evening is cool. We lighted a fire in fireplace. 

 

 
2061 “And yet to make me my limited scope was necessary.” When Marie talked of travelling, & 
others talked of adventures, Sloan had moments of wondering about his life, whether it was a 
weakness that made his path “unexciting.” 
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September 12, 1950 Again this morning Marie Williams went at her portrait of me. Being her 

first attempt at underpainting tempera and glazing she had her troubles but I think that she is still 

on her way to something worth while. 

 After a lunch of soup home made and good like the soup that my mother had for me 

during my high school days in Phila. She took a nap while I went after the mistletoes. To town I 

went to the hospital saw Helen who was sitting up. At 4.15 Marie came and after a while she 

drove me home to Sinagua. Meanwhile she had left our wash and we picked it up washed and 

dry. 

 Spinach, Frankfurters for dinner very good. The Frankfurters just a little browned. We sat 

at table for 2 hours with claret and talked and talked. Marie has had a sort of full life across and 

around the world with her mother in law. She turned in to bed at about 9.30. I listened to the 

radio news for an hour and then to bed. 

 

September 13, 1950 I got up rather late this morning found breakfast on the table & Marie 

feeling chipper, as always. 

 We walked around the house five times (1/2 mile) at 9.15 we went to work. Marie posing 

I painting for 3 hours. Then came lunch, the soup grows more interesting and richer every day. In 

the afternoon I posed. Marie worked on her portrait of me until 3 oclock. 

 Marie took a nap. I walked 6 rounds of the house. Marie got up, washed dishes and 

painted until 5 oclock. I took a nap for an hour. 
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 Next came tea. An hour later a swell feed of short ribs of beef string beans & corn. Left 

overs go to the soup pot. 

 In the evening gave Marie some ideas on the line glaze textural technique.  

 Pineapple juice with rum make a nice drink. 

 Marie’s account of Baron Von Werner Dutchman many years devoted at a distance much 

of the time. Archaeologist. 

 

September 14, 1950 This morning up at 8 oclock and after breakfast Marie got out the vacuum 

cleaner and went over the rooms. I found myself of little assistance. Worked a little on the Marie 

portrait without a sitting. It is rather confused but should be cleared up if I have that good 

fortune. We both took naps after lunch. Later in the afternoon she drove to town and at about 4 

oc[l]ock I went to the Post Office and then to see my dear at the Hospital. An unwelcome visit 

from Selma Shuster had upset her. I sat with Helen until Marie came in after shopping and a visit 

to her own apartment. We M. and I went to Shusters for dinner which although delayed went off 

well. Ira & Anna & Diana were there. Shuster cooked a kidney stew. We had a pleasant time 

after dinner. Later W. Davis came in. I took him as a matter of course. Why he came I dont 

know. It may be his custom to drop in. Marie drove me home about 10 oclock. She at once went 

to bed. Kidney stew bothered her she thinks. 

 The kitten sits on the page as I write, following my pen. 
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September 15, 1950 John Stoumbis came out this morning and did some odds and ends of work. 

He cleaned & polished and enameled my old Plymouth car and made a nice job of it. 

 Marie drove me to town and we took Helen home from the hospital. She is looking well 

and is glad to come home. 

 We all napped in the afternoon and Marie made a swell dinner with fresh sweet corn on 

the cob Frankfurters and Zuccini[sic] in a good sauce. Helen had a glass of claret with us went to 

bed early. Marie sat up reading. I did the same. 

 It makes me feel more normal to have Helen home again. She walked with me 4 times 

around the house (4/10 mile). 

 

September 16, 1950 Marie up and had our breakfast ready by 7.30. Helen came to the table 

looking fine. Bacon, fried apples were new touches (Southern perhaps). 

 Afterward M. drove to town and shopped & got the mail. Later she made lunch and went 

to town again to have a few hours relief from her kind work for us. 

 H. napped and read in bed and toward 5 oclock we walked slowly over to see Mr. 

Maysharks house building. He is going fine with one helper. Concrete footings done and now 

setting cement blocks for foundation. Helen walked back quite well. We rested a while then she 

made a good supper. I washed the dishes afterward! 

 During afternoon I had worked on the Marie portrait improving the body & dress. 

 The cat caught a mouse this evening. 
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September 17, 1950 Helen made breakfast. I got up at the same time about 8 oclock. 

 Marie had not come back but she phoned. Late hours at a place called the Rumba Club. 

She has also heard important news from home in Virginia. Her ex-husband is very ill. His death 

might cause legal troubles. 

 At about 12 oclock she drove up and prepare[d] our dinner. 

 I worked on the portrait this afternoon and helped it I believe. 

 Rains all around us, finally we had a rather short helping. Marie prepared supper. It was 

very good. Meat balls & string beans a very good sauce, German she says. 

 The kitten brought in a mouse. 

 

September 18, 1950 Marie made breakfast this morning. Trouble starting the motor on the pump 

for several days. 

 Helen & Marie drove to town to do some shopping for food. They took the pump to be 

repaired. I had arranged by phone. I washed the dishes while they were gone, straightened up the 

pump house floor. They came home in about 2 hours. We had lunch on a good chicken, 

Maryland style by Marie who went to town soon after lunch. I painted on the portrait got a better 

background. Helen rested & read and we walked around the house for exercise. 
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 Marie phoned that she would stay at her apartment tonight and stop for the motor. Helen 

prepared a beautiful omlette with psylium2062 jelly (her invention).  

 Score another mouse for the kitten. 

 She retires for long periods during t[h]e day into a large paper bag! 

 Helen bought a reflector heater electric as she feels chilly in the evenings. 

 

September 19, 1950 Helen rode to town with Marie and picked up our paintings (of the Annual 

Ex) at the Art Museum. 

 Marie prepared the meal & worked on her portrait of me for a while. 

 She spent the night here. 

 Helen is comfortable and seems to be gaining strength rapidly. 

 

September 20, 1950 Again Marie made breakfast. The introduction of a strip of bacon to our 

breakfast routine is new for us! 

 Helen dressed in green posed for Marie and me. M. got an interesting start in tempera 

underpainting. Mine (a front view is showing up the struggle). 

 

 
2062 Psyllium dervies from Plantago ovata seeds and is source of fiber 
(https://www.healthline.com/health/psyllium-health-benefits)  

https://www.healthline.com/health/psyllium-health-benefits


1327 
 

September 21, 1950 Marie and I worked again from Helen. I stuck at it off and on all day 

without the sitter. Marie improved her interesting interpretation of H. Made our lunch and 

afterward drove to town to spend the night in her own home. 

 Ira & Anna M. with Diana and Annas portrait (tempera) of me made last winter in N.Y. 

arrived in the afternoon. She insists on giving me the portrait. I protested but had to accept it. It is 

all right as a painting but like most sitters I do not like the characterization. Neither does Helen. 

They are leaving on a print selling trip to California. Ten times around the house. After a nice 

dinner by Helen Joe & Ann Reed came in. We differ on the J.S. portrait. Joe & Teresa dropped 

by and joined us in a high ball. Joe B. offered criticism and appreciation. He talks of teaching 

experiences. 

 Reeds left first. Bakos’s stayed a while longer. No one served drinks. 

 

September 22, 1950 Over cast sky until late in the afternoon. A light rain early. 

 We Helen and I had a pleasant day alone. Marie Williams phoned that she was not 

feeling well and would stay at her home today. 

 Helen in two sections walked fully a mile around & around the house. 

 I worked very little on the new Helen portrait. 

 Applied glue to a batch of panels to pull against the front gesso ground. 

 I introduced the cat to the small door under the house. She explored but seemed to find 

nothing in the darkness! 
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 The late afternoon was beautiful with the sun brightly lig[h]ting mountains. Helen made a 

good dinner and lunch. 

 

September 23, 1950 Helen made breakfast. 

 Later in the morning Marie came out. She brought our mail picked up H. and they went 

to town doing some shopping and having their lunch at a nice Spanish style place out Cerillo 

Road where Marie & I had lunch on the 6th. 

 Earlier in the day John Stoumbis did some work on the door to our little cellar under the 

bathroom. Also some cement patching. Paid him for a new “vega” for the small house in town 

where Mr & Mrs Tamotzu are living (314 1/2 Garcia) 3.50 and 2.00 for work. We told Marie we 

would buy her portrait of J.S. When Helen & Marie came back 3 PM and H. had rested a while, 

she posed for Marie and me for over 2 hours. 

 After making tea for us and talking over the work Marie went home to Santa Fe. Helen 

made a very good dinner and spent the evening in bed reading.  

 Gnawing sounds under the floor seem to indicate that a pack rat has been imprisoned by 

our work on the cellar top!  

 A beautiful day - wonderful sunset. 

 

September 24, 1950 Breakfast prepared by Helen who seems to be picking up every day. 
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 Later in the morning Marie Williams joined us and Helen posing, M. and I worked on the 

portrait. We then had lunch by H. & M. and not long after Marie left for Santa Fe, to return next 

Tuesday. I worked on for a while, the face is being left to later for color texture. 

 Helen lay down, reading quite a while. I took a nap and we both walked for a half hour 

around the house. 

 The day was clear for a while then overclouded and quite cool. We have lighted the oil 

heater in the studio. Some rain late in afternoon. 

 Yesterday Congress passed an Anti Communists Act2063 over the presidents veto. A large 

majority in both houses. I think it has anti labor possibilities. 

 

September 25, 1950 Helen posed this morning for a while. Randall Davey drove out in his little 

sporty English car. Looked very well in his usual top quality clothes. 

 He wishes me to write an account of his work for a coming number of N.M. 

Quarterly2064. I agreed to do so. He says that the University Art Dept might ask me to give some 

criticisms etc next Fall. 

 Helen made a good lunch. 

 
2063 The McCarran Internal Security Act, sponsored by Senator Pat McCarran of Nevada, required all 
Communist organizations to register with the US Attorney General and established a special board to 
investigate suspected Communists (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McCarran_Internal_Security_Act)  

2064 See footnote for May 7, 1951. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McCarran_Internal_Security_Act
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 In the afternoon 3 oclock Ruth Loughlin Alexander called and talked to us finally getting 

into subject of an interview which she wants to combine with one she wrote for “Echo” (defunct 

mag) in 1929 hoping to find a publication. 

 Total eclipse of the moon tonight. 

 Clear cool beautiful day. 

 

September 26, 1950 This morning after breakfast Marie Williams drove up and she and I went 

on a sketching trip. We got started pretty early and it was a beautiful morning. The wonderful 

landscape on the north highway is beyond description. We went over more to the Nambe road 

near Pojuaque and found a place near Bouquet Ranch not far from the place I had worked before. 

We worked more than two hours then at about noon had a good lunch prepared by Helen who 

included a nice fruit drink with a “stick” in it. 

 We worked a while after lunch then Marie drove east through Nambe until the road 

reached an aroyo[sic] too rough. 

 We finished our lunch by the roadside and then drove back to Sinagua. Helen welcomed 

us with some hot tea I had four cups. 

 Marie left for home. She is to see us at the Art Alliance party Thursday PM. I am rather 

fatigued. It is a little extra strain to paint in company. 

 

September 27, 1950 A quiet beautiful day. 
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 I worked a while on the tempera start I made yesterday. 

 In the evening we went to the next hill Bakos’s had us to dinner with the Albert Schusters 

(from Tesuque). We had a good dinner and some talk. Schuster has a fine garden fruits & 

flowers but finds it takes much of his time. He has worked on it for many years. He is a good 

painter as well. 

 

September 28, 1950 Worked on the small panel landscape Nambe river, began putting linear 

color texture. 

 An hour or more after the mistletoe’s along the north slope of our hills. A good lunch 

prepared by Helen and then a nap for an hour. 

 We drove to town and while Helen shopped I met Marie Williams and we attended the 

distribution by lot of donation by artists at the Alliance for the Arts. My choice was Alfred 

Morang’s painting of Cordova N.M. It is a well designed rough textured impression and we feel 

that we are rewarded for our sponsorship contribution of $200 last year. Marie drew for Helen a 

good lithograph by Joe Bakos. There was a good punch rum and sauterne. We found Helen 

waiting in our car and drove Home to Sinagua where quickly Helen prepared a delicious dinner 

chopped beef etc. Beets & watercress salad. 

 

September 29, 1950 This morning Marie Williams drove out and took me aboard her “Lincoln” 

and we with a lunch aboard went to Cerillo a ghost town once second in size to Albuquerque 
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(1980). We enjoyed or at least I did the air of the past. No cars on the streets few very few 

people. We painted an old frame house worked in tempera and got little done. 

 A very few well behaved children came about us at noon time. We had lunch in the car. 

We went to look for the saloon painted by Harold E West which painting I bought last year. We 

found it and its proprietor Jo Zucor2065 an Italian Swiss and we had a nice talk with him over a 

bottle of beer. He has painted himself in an amateur way. I wonder whether there should be any 

other way! We drove back to Santa Fe stopped at Maries apartment for an high ball. Phoned 

Helen. Found that my pupil of the Luks school days was waiting for us Gertrude Freeman2066 her 

married name. A fine large engineer with her. They bought an etching $40.00. “Memory” 1905. 

 We had dinner at home. Helen had a good ham baked. Marie did the dishes and drove 

home. 

      

September 30, 1950 Worked on the Nambe river panel today. H. and I took a walk, about a mile 

around the house. 

 In the late afternoon Ira & Anna & Dianna came to say good bye. They are leaving on 

Monday for a trip to California hoping to do some business with their new silk screen cards. We 

advised them to put some burglary insurance on their house in addition to the fire insurance they 

already carry. 

 
2065 Cannot find information. Possibly Sloan has misspelled part of the name. 

2066 Gertrude Freeman (1868-1954) studied with William Merritt Chase, subject of a portrait by Chase in 
the Denver Art Museum (https://denverartmuseum.org/object/1992.116) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Gertrude_Savageau/10018777/Gertrude_Savageau.aspx)  

https://denverartmuseum.org/object/1992.116
http://www.askart.com/artist/Gertrude_Savageau/10018777/Gertrude_Savageau.aspx
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 I admitted to Anna that I am too conscious of the long faced misery expressed in her 

portrait of me. Like any other sitter I have my special criticism on a portrait. 

 A short heavy rain dropped in on us in the afternoon. There seemed to be several 

downpours around our vista of New Mexico. 

 Marie Williams phoned that I had left my red shirt and green velvet coat in her car 

yesterday. 

 

October 1, 1950 (No Misery!) In the morning Marie W. came out and Helen posed for her 

portrait. I am making slight progress. Marie put some color texture lines on her panel. Not much 

improvement but courageous. 

 Marie stayed to lunch with us and H. was to pose for us in the afternoon but it was 

interrupted by a visit from Marinobel Smith (Wheelock) with her sister Helen Vandenburg & 

Renny also Mr & Mrs Jacobson2067 (related to Larney Goodkind husband of the girl I painted in 

N.Y.C last year). Also a friend of Marinobel whom we met last year Miss ...... 

 They looked a[t] pictures and we talked for over an hour. 

 A big rain fall is visible in Santa Fe. A few drops only here. 

 Marie left earlier than the others. We are to go sketching Tuesday. 

 

 
2067 Unknown. 
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October 2, 1950 Worked an hour or so from Helens on the portrait and went on alone with the 

job. 

 I also put in an hour or more on the eradication of the mistletoe. 

 After lunch I took a nap. 

 Helen rest frequently but is getting over the strain of her operation very steadily. 

 We drove to Santa Fe. I had a 4 oclock engagement with Dr Berardinelli my dentist. He 

proposed that I give him an etching in trade for his work. He has other drawings & paintings. 

Anna (Barry) Moscowitz has painted a good portrait of his daughter. He says he will come out to 

Sinagua before long to look at etchings. He worked about an hour or less! How much? 

 Worked a short time on H. portrait. 

 

October 3, 1950 Helen is getting on very well but does not feel equal to go out sketching with 

Marie Williams and me. Marie turned up about 10 oclock and we started for Cerillos where we 

arrived toward 11 oclock. We started to paint near the station on the AT & S.F RR. The over 

gaudy diesel engines pulling the streamlined coaches with loud and mornful[sic] sirens with long 

intervals between them break the lovely silence of the old ghost town. The old building near 

which we located is a large high ceilinged room. It would make a fine studio. We had beer in 

cans from Joe Zucal’s place with our lunch. Marie got a fine start in tempera. I got a so so start. 

We were through before 3 P.M. Stopped at Joe’s and chatted with him on the old days of 

Cerillos. Founded in a gold boom in 1880(?) grew up in 6 months but soon (as the gold did not 

show up to any extent) went down & down. 
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 Marie hit the long stretches of the Cerillos road at 85 miles an hour. We got back to 

Helen before 5 oclock. Marie drove home inviting us to lunch tomorrow. 

 

October 4, 1950 We drove to town this morning. I had agreed to join Shuster & Davey to protest 

against some absurd objections to a terra cotta panel by young Longley placed on wall of the 

capitol annex now under construction. It is a decorative nude figure he calls “Earth”. It is quite 

good. The S.F. N Mexican” called it “Miss Fertility”2068 (after the protest had been made to the 

governor). This title made the “news quality” jump. We, with W. McNulty of the N.M. went to 

see the governor who asked us to meet him again tomorrow with some objectors to discuss the 

matter. Of course Longley is in for publicity. 

 We had dinner with Marie W. at her nice apartment on Cerillos Road. She made some 

nice spaghetti. 

 Came home about 3 oclock. 

 These days are wonderful clear and not too cold. 

 Helen made our supper her trip to town and meeting friends rather tired her. 

 

October 5, 1950 I drove with Helen to town this morning. Leaving her I went to the Capitol with 

Shuster, Davey and Longley and the minister Brown and three other objectors to the Longley 

panel “Earth”. Newspaper men were also in attendance. Brown gave his objections to the female 
 

2068 Cannot find New Mexican article, but the affair is described in the Toledo Blade of October 5, 1950: 
“Pastor and Artists Squabble Over Nude Statue in Santa Fe.” See John Sloan archives. 
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nude - immoral, vulgar, unfit for the public to see. Other gentlemen of the cloth church of Christ 

an Evangelist other Baptists. We artists met them with the fact that like many people they made 

no claim to know anything of art. Even proud of that fact. That the panel was decorative and not 

at all offensive. The governor stated that he did not want to act as a censor of art. Spoke of the 

fact that so many leading cities had sculpture of nude in public places. Shuster’s and Daveys 

statements seemed to count with Gov. Mabry. We said that if they raised their art standards to 

those of their morals they would do better in judgment. The gov. ruled in our favor. The publicity 

will go on of course. The Assoc Press man who used the “Miss Fertility” title hit the way to 

broad circulation.2069 

 After meeting a photo snapped as I was playfully shaking my fist was taken before I 

knew it. The photog. took or feined[sic] to take another but I fear they will use the first!  

 Met Helen and drove home where she made lunch. 

 In the afternoon Helen Shuster brought Lotty Ring and her daughter to call on us. 

 After meeting I suggested to Rev. Brown that he crusade against the “Drum majorettes”. 

Insist on their wearing diving suits. 

 

October 6, 1950 It now appears that the Longley matter is not settled. We hear by phone that 

Kruger the architect is backing down and is withdrawing the spandrel. There is however to be a 

 
2069 Sloan very wisely said that the “intent” of the sculpture (by Longley) was not obscene in 
which interpretation he found the Catholic Church agreed (while one of the Baptist groups had 
started the commotion) - the Catholics were always less puritanical about these things, but they 
dropped out of this agreement for political reasons, as did others. A hysterical mother phoned a 
couple of days later, furious with Sloan for attacking Drum majorettes. 
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meeting in protest tomorrow. R. Alfau phoned that a considerable group of laymen think that 

something should be done. 

 In the evening Joe Bakos with Alber[t] Schmidt drove me to the Mens Club without a 

name dinner this month at the Pink Adobe restaurant. About twenty attended. O LaFarge, 

Shuster, Wy Davis, Bruce Inverity[sic], Bill McNulty of the “New Mexican”, W. Harrison editor 

“NM”. I dont recall others at this time. Much talk and banter over the “Miss Fertility” incident 

which has been taken up by Assoc Press and United Press all over the country. This name for the 

relief which the artist calls “Earth” has been the keynote for the publicity. I enjoyed myself. 

After a couple of high balls I became quite witty in my own opinion! 

 When Joe Bakos & Schmidt were ready to go I was not and Shuster & Wyatt Davis drove 

me to “Sinagua” later. 

 Helen received Wyatt & Shuster very kindly altho they both have wives whom she has no 

reason to like or respect. 

 

October 7, 1950 This morning Marie W. drove Helen and me down to Cerrillos where Marie 

went on with the two sketches she had made there. I found myself really tired and unwilling to 

try to paint. We had our lunch with us and Helen walked about the ghost town. There are a few 

more people in the dirt streets than on other days we have been here. Joe Zucal’s saloon had as 

many as six people at the bar. I met Joe’s very beautiful dark eyed daughter, about 16 years old. 

Zucals son is a young doctor just locating in Santa Fe. 
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 We stopped on the way back and looked at the beautiful rock formations about 3 miles 

out of town. Painted here a few years ago. Marie drove us back to “Sinagua” and we were both 

rather tired though Helen made me a good dinner lentils with ham. 

 Our kitten brought in a nice fat mouse which he wildly tortured before eating it. She has 

become a very nice looking cat. 

 

October 8, 1950 Another beautiful cloudless day we have had a sequence of such. 

 I painted in the afternoon on my portrait of Helen in green dress and I think that it is the 

best likeness I have made of her. 

 In the morning I spent two hours among the juniper parasites and have the sense of a 

good deed done. 

 In the afternoon Manuel Montoya with his wife and two boys walked over from their dry 

farm where his old father lives alone. Manuel & family live in town, he is a good carpenter and 

is prospering. I have not seen him for 9 years. He worked on the house here “Sinagua”. 

 In the evening at suggestion (phoned) by Wyatt Davis I wrote a letter to the “New 

Mexican” correcting a statement they ascribed to me on the 5th inst. saying that “the Cath. 

Church had deteriorated” since the days of Michaelangelo[sic] what I said was that “church art 

had deterioriated”. Also spoke of my agreement with church rules used in determining the 

morality & fitness of art works. 

 Marie phoned that she had heard from Virginia that Williams her husband has probably 

cancer of the lungs; Her income is jeopardized in case of his death. 
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October 9, 1950 We drove to Santa Fe this morning saw Will Harrison and he said that he 

would print my letter written last night. I bought a small compas[sic] to take along when roaming 

the hills and gorges and arroyos of “Sinagua”. 

 Helen did some shopping and we were back home by 10 oclock. Helen rested a while and 

then went on with her ironing which she seems able to do without fatigue. 

 I put in an hour in the afternoon ridding the trees of mistletoe. 

 Helen posed after her rest in the late afternoon. 

 

October 10, 1950 This morning Marie Williams drove us up to San Juan pueblo and on to near 

the Black Mesa West where we turned & crossed the Chama River. A beautiful day and we 

finally stopped for lunch near the bridge over the river. We then drove on a mile or less and 

started to paint distant mountains yellow autumn trees a field of hay where a truck was being 

loaded. Less picturesque than the old hay wain. By 3.30 or so we finished in tempera and started 

back to Santa Fe by way of Espinola. 

 Helen made tea for us and Marie left for Santa Fe. 

 Helen rested and bathed then made our dinner nice frozen halibut and a salad. 

 I worked some on the tempera start. It looks promising. 

 Out kitten was glad to see us. We had left “Granny” out doors all afternoon. The New 

Mexican printed my letter yesterday. 



1340 
 

 

October 11, 1950 I worked before and after lunch on the portrait of Helen which is the best 

likeness of her that I have made. It may be wrecked of course! 

 Helen and I walked east on the ridge road. The Indian who is working for Mayshark (who 

is back in N.Y.C. now) is rather ill today. He is digging a hole for a cistern 24 ft across 8 ft deep. 

A big job for one man. Mr. M. seems to know how he can get the most for his money! 

 In the evening Joe & Teresa came in and I showed him some in fact all of the work I have 

done this summer. He particularly likes the portrait of Helen. The lan[d]scape with Marie 

sketching he also liked very much. As Helen says Joe Bakos is really the only person artist or 

other who enjoys looking at my pictures. He really likes pictures! As I have said before his 

criticisms are worth hearing and often worth taking to practical operation. 

 

October 12, 1950 Tinkering with one of my tempera starts occasionally during the day. 

 Cloudless sky all day and the temperature very pleasant. One of a series of most perfect 

days. 

 Helen is getting at some sewing, cutting out materials for night shirts for me. Each one of 

these is gayer than the other! I worked a while toward evening gathering broken stone for a 

couple of rain cuts in our drive way. A rake and a bucket were my tools. 
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October 13, 1950 Marie Williams called for us this morning about 10.30 all set to drive us to the 

Chama Valley. Our kitten “Granny” amused us so much trying to stow herself away in the corner 

of the rear trunk of the car, that we decided to take her along. She behaved very well and soon 

settled down in Helens lap in the back seat. We rode throug[h] Española and north west on the 

big hway about 7 miles. We stopped at a shady spot with an old twisted cottonwood with a dead 

branch stretching toward the road. A sign “Apples for Sale” and an old native with one eye led 

us into a small orchard. We bought a bushel for $3.25 not so much of a bargain! We lunched 

under the tree. The cat was rather dazed seeing horses, a dog and trucks speeding by on the road. 

After lunch we crossed the road and finding a very shady spot by an “acequia” we started to 

work. We left about 4 oclock. The kitten very tired when we reached home. Helen served claret 

& cake. Later she made dinner (for 2) and we spent a quiet evening. 

 

October 14, 1950 Clouds now and then drifted across the Rio Grande Valley. We have had 

many cloudless days. 

 I worked on the “Black Mesa” panel started yesterday. It will of course be a problem. I 

have nothing but problems in my work! 

 I took a couple of hours exercise in my feud against the mistletoe. They are quite pretty 

now the little berries of a watery pink against the stems of orange yellow as Fall coolnes[s] turns 

them crisper. But they must go! 
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October 15, 1950 After breakfast at about 8 oclock I took to the eastern hill where I have 

discovered quite a number of infested junipers in the ravines or erosion cuts. Worked a little on 

the “Mesa” panel and gave it a coat of gelatin to isolate it as is my custom before oil varnish 

glazing. 

 Helen and I took a 20 minute walk around the house. Then she made tea. This made me 

feel better. I had no energy during the day. A little digestive upset. 

 

October 16, 1950 To town with Helen after a long wait we saw Dr Hausner. He gave me a right 

thorough exam, and told me to cut down on smoking! I had been a little free with the weed since 

H. went to Hospital. We went to the DeVargas Hotel and met Mae Larsen who has been in town 

a few days. She’s looking well. We had lunch at DeVargas. 

 In the evening Marie W. brought Alfred Morang to call and “interview” me. I learned of 

his past. He learned some of my ideas on modernism. He left with Marie not too late. 

 

October 17, 1950 This morning Marie drove us up state to the Chama river opposite nose of the 

Black Mesa and I went on with the panel started last Friday. She started another subject, houses 

etc. I got along with the tempera and think it may come through OK. We got home about 5 

oclock and Marie went home. Helen and I had a cup of “postum”2070 and I had my second smoke 

for the day. 

 
2070 Postum is a coffee substitute originally sold by the Post Cereal Company 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postum)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postum
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 We found our side road to the highway had been scraped today. I suppose it rates as a 

country road now. It has been manicured for 3 or 4 years past. 

 Broken clouds and plenty of sunshine all through the beautiful day. 

 

October 18, 1950 Another bright clear and nearly cloudless day. The sun quite warm. 

 I worked a little while on the Black mesa panel. It still does not seem right. 

 Helen sunbathed and worked on some sewing for me and herself. Talked to Teresa who 

called her on the phone. 

 In the morning we drove to town and H. had an hours basal metabolism test at Dr 

Hausners. I went to the P.O. and seem to have mislaid the keys! I am below par! Dopey I guess! 

 We walked several rounds about the house. 

 

October 19, 1950 Again today we went with Marie W. sketching This time up the Canyon of the 

Rio Grande. The day is a beautiful clear warm Autumn specimen. We went off the road at a 

beautiful shaded spot a little nearer than we have been sketching in the past. 

 Helen took a walk in the neighborhood one much used by fishermen. 

 I did not get very far along altho’ I may be able to go on with it. 

 Marie worked and got a fair start. We both used tempera. 
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 We came back after four oclock. The cat awaited us. She has rather avoided going with 

us since her one fatiguing experience last Friday. 

 

October 20, 1950 Worked on panels during the day. Another lovely day! perfect! 

 In the evening Joe & Teresa stopped by for us and we went to Nina Oteros birthday party. 

Always an enjoyable affair in the old family home. Ninas full brother2071 who has been away for 

20 years with his attractive and deaf wife who reads lips marvelously. Mrs Kenney and her son 

“Doctor” Bergere K2072. and his remarkable comedienne sister Mrs Dripolcher2073 (Dolores her 

name by contrast to her nature Rosina Bergere (Brown) a widow for nearly 2 years looks quite 

well but saddened. John Marsh2074 & wife. A fine Spanish dinner. Witter Bynner entertained 

with his songs at the piano. I was called on for my old “Sixpence” and of course obliged. Dolores 

and Doctor Kenney sang some fine Mountain ballads. She is an unknown genius. Should be on 

the stage. A large and happy gathering. 

 

October 21, 1950 Helen & I both got out on our Eastern hill this morning and got at the pesky 

parasites. She felt it to be good exercise. 

 
2071 Manuel (last name might have been Otero, Warren, or a combination of the two). 

2072 Bergere Kenney (born 1920) specialist in internal medicine 
(http://econtent.unm.edu/cdm/ref/collection/nmhhc/id/59)  

2073 Cannot find much information about Dolores Kenney Drypolcher. 

2074 Unknown. 

http://econtent.unm.edu/cdm/ref/collection/nmhhc/id/59
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 I worked on the Black Mesa panel. In the afternoon for some reason Selma Shuster 

stopped in to talk with Helen. Thinks of coming to N.Y.C this winter! She left John Adain S and 

a boy friend at the old homestead to do some shooting. 

 Next visitor John Stoumbis & wife . He has done some window repairs on the main 

house at 314 Garcia. They expect a baby in a few weeks. They left & next in line were Josephine 

& husband Saunders. She talks very intelligently but nervously. I[n]terested in tempera painting. 

Gave them tea. After they had gone H. served us high balls! 

 A beautiful cloudless day no heat necessary in the evening glorious weather. 

 

October 22, 1950 Worked on the Black Mesa panel today. In the afternoon I got after the 

mistletoes north & west hill. Helen joined me. She is cutting out and sewing some night shirts for 

me and other things for herself. She seems to be growing stronger each day. 

 H. phoned Teresa Bakos and told her to go ahead arranging for the mens club dinner 

under Joe B. & my own sponsorship for early day next month. 

 

October 23, 1950 Another completely beautiful day. I worked on the Rio grande panel. 

 In the evening Mrs Vanderburg drove us in Marie W.’s car to a dinner at Maries 

apartment. Ben Martinez and a Mr Smith attended Mrs Susan Anderson head of the Art dept of 

the Public School who is getting fine results. 
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 Alfred Morang who did some very competent violin playing. Marie at the piano. The 

Shusters came late as is their old custom. He is busy on his incence[sic] burner business and 

arranging program for United Nations day tomorrow. Marie’s dinner was very good turkey and 

fixings. She served many high balls to occupy us while waiting for the Shusters! 

 Shuster and I sang “Ive got sixpence” as is our custom whenever we can find three or 

four gathered who have not heard it! 

 Ben M. drove us home to Sinagua where we had another high ball with him Mr Smith 

and Mrs Anderson. 

 

October 24, 1950 United Nations Day 

 Again a beautiful. Marie was to drive me sketching but we postponed it until tomorrow. 

 Put in much time in a futile attempt to fix the lock on the trunk of my car. 

 H. and I did a long walk around the house for exercise. 

 There is a parade in town for celebration of U.N. day. 

 United Nations is the hope of the world and we hope it may result in a World 

Government and lead to real peace on earth! 

 

October 25, 1950 Went to town and to a garage where they told me they couldn’t work on the 

car until Friday. 
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 ln the afternoon brought Mae Larsen out to spend the afternoon. She was interested in the 

glaze technique as I worked on background of Helen portrait. We had tea for her and drove her 

back to DeVargas Hotel where she is stopping. 

 

October 26, 1950 We went by invitation for the first this summer out to Randall Daveys 

beautiful place three miles up the Santa Fe Canyon. We had a nice lunch of chicken (he raises 

and sells them). He showed some of his paintings and we were interested. He shuts all but about 

3x4 feet of window out of his studio light. This gives him a gray Rembrant[sic] sort of light 

which he prefers. He said he would give us some facts of his life later for the piece I am to write 

for the N.M. Quarterly. 

 Dinner at home and Joe Reed came to dine with us. His health seems fine. Ann and the 

children are visiting at home in Kansas (Larned). 

 

October 27, 1950 This morning I got the door of trunk on my Plymouth ‘36 working then went 

to town and for $1.00 had a locksmith fix the latch lock. Therefor I did not go to Miles garage for 

repairs. I saved quite some money as they had said it would be a days job. 

 We parked in Sears Roebuck parking lot. Loaded our materials into Marie Williams 

Lincoln and she drove us south east to Canyoncity & Glorietta. We then went on to Pecos town 

and hampered by strong wind tried to sketch near the church. We started back early stopping at 

Arrow head dude ranch where we had a couple of highballs in modernistic varnished log cabin 

salon. 
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 Left Maries car for our own and got home before six oclock. 

 In the evening I worked on my tempera sketch. 

 Cirrous[sic] clouds & winds a little colder. 

 

October 28, 1950 Worked a while on the tempera panel made yesterday at Pecos town found it 

improved. 

 Joe & Teresa B. drove us to town to P.O. and then out to the “casina” restaurant where 

we made arrangements for the Quien Sabe mens club dinner on next Friday evening 8 oclock. 

The place is attractive in old Spanish style. 

 Coming home we went over to see Joe’s big studio with 6’x10’ window. It makes a 

beautiful studio light. Back to Sinagua Helen brought out beer. 

 Nancy Lane plans to raise chinchillas. There has been a protest by many on the Camino 

Monte Sol. Joe & Teresa have a large house there but signed Nancys request or protest of the 

protest. Anonymous phone calls berating Teresa. Of course Shuster has not acted in the matter as 

he is in the business of incense burners. There is a group against business in the neighborhood. 

Before long they may accuse artists of being in business. Poor business. 

 

October 29, 1950 Making changes in background of my portrait of Helen. 

 In the evening in Bakos’s car we went to Tesuque and dinner at the Albert Schmidt’s a 

beautiful place fruit trees flowers etc. 
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 Other guests were Mina Otero and her half sisters Anita Bergere and Mrs Kenney. 

Raphael Alfau and Marjorie A. also Mamie Medora who is with Nina in Real Estate business. 

 A good dinner preceded by highballs. 

 Weather phenomenally[sic] beautiful. 

 

October 30, 1950 This morning R. Davey came out in his little speedy English car brought a 

portfolio of photos of his paintings etc to refresh my memory for the article on him we are to 

write. 

 He tells us that the old Bouquet Ranch on the Nambe road can be bought for 2500.00. A 

very old place most romantic. 

 R.D. says he is going to write to Kroll to see if he can get him into the Amer Institute of 

A.&L. (I tried it a few years ago. Kroll & Speicher seconded nomination). 

 The Ira Moscowitz’s are back from the sales trip to Calif. and came to dine with us this 

evening. They had found no sales for Annas Xmas cards. A few galleries & frame stores bought 

some of the serigraph prints of Santos etc. 

 

October 31, 1950 Our neighbor to the East Mr Mayshark is back at work building. He has sold 

out his business in New York City and it going to go on with building his house and big cistern 

on the next Hill. 
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 Marie Williams phoned that she was not well enough to go on our proposed sketching 

trip so I worked on the portrait of Helen. She is busy sewing made 40 buttonholes on her 

machine attachment. 

 It is occasionally clouded in wisps of cirrus clouds and in the evening it is cooler than it 

has been lately. 

 

November 1, 1950 Marie W. drove out this morning to get her two pictures Portrait of J.S. and 

portrait of Helen which are to be hung in the Art Museum for an ex weekly. I agreed to go out 

sketching with her tomorrow. 

 Helen busy sewing again making a dress for the 75th Anniversary dinner of the Art 

Students League next Tuesday in New York (the day that we are scheduled to arrive back there. 

 I painted on her portrait today and have greatly improved but not finished it. 

 Joe & Teresa dropped in late in afternoon. He likes the portrait well. I am always 

interested in his ideas. He is about the only visitor who pays much attention to what I am doing! 

 A Puerto Rico Nationalist attempt on the life of President Truman failed2075. This should 

make friends for H.T. 

 The Pope announces that the virgin Mary arrived in Heaven bodily!2076 So thats 

settled.2077 
 

2075 Puerto Rican independence fighters Oscar Collazo and Griselio Torresola attempted to assassinate 
President Truman while he was in residence at Blair House during a White House renovation. Torresola 
was killed by a Secret Service agent, while Collazo was wounded. Truman was unharmed. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attempted_assassination_of_Harry_S._Truman)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attempted_assassination_of_Harry_S._Truman
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November 2, 1950 A clouded sky today not threatening but gray & cool. After a short 1/12 hour 

or so killing the mistletoes we had lunch Marie W. with us. 

 Afterward Marie drove me up the north road. We made starts of panels2078 looking West 

near the start of the Los Alamos Road. The Pajarito in distance a large autumn colored 

cottonwood fore. We were back home before 5 oclock. 

 Helen had been sewing much of the day. 

 We have decided to increase the light in the studio living room by putting in a duplicate 

of the window we have on the North wall. Phoned Big-Jo lumber co.2079 

 

 
2076 Pope Pius XII formally declared Munificentissimus Deus, which codified the belief that the Virgin 
Mary was physically admitted to Heaven when she died 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munificentissimus_Deus). The declaration was rooted in the idea of papal 
infallibilty, making it controversial. 

2077 Following Dr Hausner’s advice, I kept Sloan working - used a little claret, sherry or whiskey 
as preventive medication if he seemed to get too tense while painting. These sketching trips 
were a real effort & the tempera paints dry so quickly in that altitude!: He would get very tired, 
but revive from the satisfaction of work done. 

 The Quien Sabe Club party & talk for the Art Students League would be strenuous too 
because he couldn’t do things half-way. We had to take these chances until he was in better 
mood. 

2078 Couple Under Yellow Cottonwood (Hood Museum, Dartmouth) Elzea 1255 

2079 Planning the window for next year was part of the campaign to keep Sloan in good spirits - 
he liked to have some mechanical project underway - & we had often talked of getting more 
painting light in the studio. 

 And I could not be sure we would not come back. Dr. Hausner said: “You will have to 
come back if he can’t take the idea of a change.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munificentissimus_Deus


1352 
 

November 3, 1950 Another cool pleasant day. Helen remained home while Marie Williams and 

I sketching in the afternoon returning to the spot where we started panels yesterday. 

 In the morning Helen & I drove to town and I confirmed my order of yesterday for beams 

and a steel window. They say that I can have it on Monday. 

 In the evening Joe Bakos and I were hosts of the nameless club at dinner at the “Casina” 

on Cerillos Road. We had a very good attendance and a good time. Joe says it was the largest 

number ever - 22. Joe Reed, Warren Wheelock were new faces Davey, Van Soelen, Ira 

Moskowitz, Shuster, McCrossen, Musgrave, McNulty & Harrison of the New Mexican, etc. 

 We used four bottles of Whiskey $19.00. The fees of the dinners 2.00 each covered the 

food tip and left 2.00 over toward the liquor. 

 

November 4, 1950 A Beautiful day warm in the sun cool in the shade. Slight film of cloud 

clearing by evening. 

 Helen is busy preparing and packing for our return trip to New York next Tuesday. 

 Our tenant of the little house in rear of 314 Garcia a Japanese artist Tamotzu called to say 

good bye. Helped me make a box to ship panels. A very nice little fellow once a member of 

Board of Directors Independent Artists. 

 

November 5, 1950 A quiet day with Helen going on with her sewing & preparations for leaving. 

 Another lovely day slightly cool in morning and evening. 
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 In the afternoon Marinobel Smith (Wheelock) with Warren Wheelock and her sister 

Helen and her boy Renny rode out to say “good bye” to us. Joe Reed and Ann came to ask us to 

stay our last hours in Santa Fe with them. 

 

November 6, 1950 Our trunks left for Santa Fe today. 

 Anna and Ira Moskowitz came out to bid us good bye. He of course volunteered to help 

us tomorrow but we have already arranged for our Superintendant[sic] Artist of 314 Garcia St 

John Stoumbis to do the work. The Mwtzs are going to Mexico in a week or so to spend the 

winter. The foreign life appeals to them as subject matter as it never appeals to me. 

 We have decided to install a gas water heater in the studio for Stoumbis. Will cost about 

$180.00 and make the place more desirable. Stoumbis pays no rent but takes good care of the 

property. 

 

November 7, 1950 Date for our Departure for N.Y.C. 

 A busy day getting off. We were greatly helped by John Stoumbis in the detachment[sic] 

of the engine and shutting off the water - draining the pipes etc. He is handing out cigars for his 

wife has just produced a baby girl. She is still at the hospital doing well. 

 We closed up after having farewell lunch with Joe & Teresa. 

 In town left the car in our yard at 314 Garcia with J. Stoumbis in charge to have Closson 

& Closson put it away in our back shed. 
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 Then to Reeds where we had a good dinner - with high balls. 

 At about 9 oclock Joe drove us in his new Lincoln car, to the station at Lamy where after 

a short wait we took our train and found our compartment bunks. We both slept well altho the 

road bed or the wheels on the Cal. Limited are pretty rough. 

 

November 8, 1950 Today we passed in our compartment. Helen as usual had brought along 

material for breakfast lunch & dinner so that we did not have to dress this day. The hours 

dragged by reading and pursuing the time table and noting that our tram was running more and 

more behind schedule. 

 The weather is overcast gray clouds all day in sharp contrast to the beautiful days for the 

last five beautiful weeks in Santa Fe. 

(news clip obit from Times November 11.50 re death of Magda Pach2080 stapled to the page) 

 

November 9, 1950 We arrived in Chicago a couple of hours behind time and were met by Fred 

Biesel and Francis[sic] Strain Biesel with whom we had a breakfast late. We sat in the station 

restaurant with them until our train was ready about noon. They both look well . Fred is still 

teaching two days in Milwaukee, she is still running the gallery of the Rennaissance[sic] Soc. of 

the University. 

 
2080 Magda Frohberg Pach (1884-1950) was born in Germany and was a painter and lithographer (as well 
as Walter’s wife) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist_keywords/Magda_Frohberg_Pach/10040680/Magda_Frohberg_Pach.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist_keywords/Magda_Frohberg_Pach/10040680/Magda_Frohberg_Pach.aspx
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 Our trip on the NY Central is more comfortable. The car was of latest pattern and 

travelled very smoothly. We had our lunch & supper served by Helen and settled down for a 

good nights sleep. 

 

November 10, 1950 Arrived in N.Y.C at about 8.30. By taxi to the Chelsea Hotel where we 

found everything all right. A letter from Mr Helm mailed in Boston a week ago asks if he can 

come to see us! He speaks of his article which was for the Atlantic M. and was not published on 

acc of the appearance of the stupid Coates article in “New Yorker”. 

 In the evening to the Waldorf “starlight room” and a large assembly at cocktails and 

dinner for the 75th Anniversary of the Art Students League. A good dinner. I was seated at 

speakers table in center between Director Klonis and the wife of president of board of Metrop. 

Mus. of Art Mrs Redmond2081. She next & Director Taylor. There were many speakers and I was 

held to the last. Klonis feels that I can give a happy final touch! I hope I did. Dinner and talks 

lasted from 7 to 12 Midnight.2082 

 
2081 In 1950, Roland Redmond was married to Sara Delano, but he left her for his second wife Lydia in 
1952. See Rogues’ Gallery: The Secret Story of the Lust, Lies, Greed, and Betrayals That Made the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, by Michael Gross, 227. 

2082 This dinner was a real ordeal. Sloan was not called upon until 11:45. He spoke quickly & 
well. (DuMond had talked 45 minutes instead of 20, & others had stretched their time likewise. 
Sloan should have been put earlier, out of consideration, & to get better results in selling bonds 
for the Building Fund.) 

 All this week he felt kind of uneasy & I watched with special care, expecting some kind of 
trouble. 
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 Many old timers there - Shinn, J. Sparrow2083, O. Soglow2084. 

 Slept exhausted on a new mattress provided by Chelsea Hotel. 

 (turn to back page Thursday) (Friday note) Magda Pach died today in St Vincents 

hospital after (a week or so) an operation for brain tumor. She had been ailing some time. A 

brave intelligent girl and a good artist. 

 

November 11, 1950 Helen has been trying to locate Walter Pach all day. No answer to phone. 

Brud and Ann Farr with “Chips” the baby boy came in this afternoon for a visit. Chips is 

growing finely. I got out toys to amuse him. 

 Later in the P.M. Dr Farr and his Helen (Helens mother) came in to welcome us and we 

took them to a Sea Food dinner in the “Little Shrimp” restaurant down stairs in “Chelsea Hotel.” 

 After Farrs left Helen called up Regina Farrelly who was a great friend of the Pach’s to 

inquire as to the whereabouts of Walter. Regina F. said that Walter was not answering his phone. 

The close friend Mr Rosen who boarded with them for years was taking charge. Funeral 

Monday.  

 We hear that my painting Portrait of Karen has been accepted by the final jury of the 

Metropolitan Mus. National Ex.2085 

 
2083 Cannot find information. 

2084 Otto Soglow (1900-1975) New Yorker cartoonist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Otto_Soglow)  

2085 This show was “American Painting Today – 1950,” and ran from December 8, 1950 to February 25, 
1951. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Otto_Soglow
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November 12, 1950 We took a walk this morning. The city streets are sunny and look pleasant 

to our eyes after the edge of the desert. We stopped and ordered flowers to go to the mortuary on 

81st St. to Madas[sic] funeral decoration. After lunch we relaxed. We need it after reading the 

N.Y. Times which has no mention of my picture in the Whitney Ex opened lately2086. (I am 

doing work which is not in style as usual.) 

 Miss Kingsley called Helen on the phone in the early evening. 

 

November 13, 1950 I stayed in bed all day just resting and perhaps avoiding the grip of a cold. 

 In the afternoon Helen went up to the funeral service for Magda Pach. Alex. Black of the 

Ethical Cultural Soc. spoke and H. said he was very satisfactory in his remarks. There were not 

many friends present which seems odd. They seem to have so many. But then I was not there! 

 A phone call this evening asking me to appear at a table at The Stork Club as guest of 

Billingsley2087. I decided not! 

 

 
2086 See “A Round-Up and Goya: the 1950 Whitney Annual—A Spanish Master,” by Howard Devree, 
New York Times, November 12, 1950. 

2087 Sherman Billingsley (1896-1966) founder of the Stork Club, a prestigious café and bar that was open 
from 1929-1965 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherman_Billingsley)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherman_Billingsley
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November 14, 1950 I got up after ten AM and opend [sic] the box of panels expressed from 

Santa Fe. Many of them are yet to be finished. As a summer’s work they are very few and hardly 

important. I can see some real intense study ahead of me. 

 Bob Templeton the young artist Kansas farmer’s son whom we met in Santa Fe, came 

after phoning to see us. He is entranced by the great city but has not found work as yet. We gave 

him 3 hours; showed him pictures and he showed his N.Y. City sketch book. Finally I suggested 

that he try “Cue” and gave him a letter to Emory Lewis who wrote an article about me last 

March. 

 

November 15, 1950 Walked on the roof this morning a mild day with hazy N.Y.C clouds. 

 In the afternoon Spike (Cecil) Bell called and by arrangement met young Robt Templeton 

who showed some of his New York sketches. After looking at my Santa Fe work of this summer 

Spike and Temp. left for Staten Island a new section of the city for Temp. We hope that Spike 

will be able to help find some work for this New York enthusiast. 

 In the evening I went to a dinner of the Institute at the Knickerbocker Club. Discussion of 

candidates for the Gold Medal. Two to be awarded this year Sculpture DeCreeft2088, Frazer2089, 

Malvina Hoffman and Mahouri Young the candidates. I got in with some words on behalf of 

DeCreeft whose stuff is more graphic. Frazer a long list of works to suit the public. Since 

sculpture has bulk automatically I think graphic quality most important. 

 
2088 José Mariano de Creeft (1884-1982) Modernist sculptor, teacher at the League and Black Mountain 
College (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jose_de_Creeft)  

2089 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jose_de_Creeft
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 Music! A very interesting debate. Stravinsky2090, Charles Ives2091, chief contenders. 

Douglas Moore president made a fine earnest plea for C. Ives. Most convincing of the 

likelyhood[sic] that Ives would, as his work is more known, be a great success, growing in the 

future in world influence. 

 

November 16, 1950 Mr. Douglas Downie2092 editorial dept of the Eve. Post called (by phone 

appointment) to ask me to sign a sheet of Reg. Marsh’s pen sketch portrait of me. I did so. Doug 

Downie knows many artists. He spends some time in summer at Woodstock. He’s really 

interested in pictures. At one time student A.S. League. He bought a small fig drawing $15.00 

and a copy of “Gist of Art”. He knows Santa Fe, Albuquerque and has been on Western Papers. 

 I am having headaches at the end of these days. Unusual for me to have any headache. 

  

November 17, 1950 I rested in bed reading and after lunch walked on the roof for an hour. The 

day cool and pleasant with passing large cloud-masses. A fine sky toward 6 oclock when we left 

to go up to 63rd St. & Cent Pk East. 

 
2090 Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971) composer known for The Rite of Spring 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Igor_Stravinsky)  

2091 Charles Ives (1874-1954) American Modernist composer (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Ives)  

2092 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Igor_Stravinsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Ives
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 The occasion a sort of reception at the apartment of William Keighley2093 a director of 

Lux Radio Theatre and other movey[sic] & theatrical shows. He buys pictures and now has a 

complete set of “The Eight”. My old Madison Square 1904. An old Shinn (who was also present 

looking quite well). A large but not very good Luks (later). A later period of Glackens. A large 

late Lawson & Davies, Prendergast (two representations) Henri a later head. 

 Met Bernard Sobel2094 writer, Mr Cowie2095 and wife, several others. 

 Clinton King2096 once of Santa Fe was there. 

 

November 18, 1950 Fine clear and cool today. In the afternoon Helen and I took a walk north on 

6th Ave (of the Americas). It has not changed greatly since the removal of the elevated structure 

(as to that portion between 23rd & 32nd Sts. 

 Walter Pach called on us about 5 oclock. The first I have seen him since the funeral of 

Magda (Helen attended). He talked interestingly as usual. His friend (a boarder with them for 

many years) Mr Rosen is taking care of him. He has many friends and a deep interest in pictures. 

He came therefor I think escape very great loneliness. We showed my panels the work of this 

summer. He was interested in some of them, but as many are not finished I can only hope for the 

best. 
 

2093 William Keighley (1889-1984) actor and film director 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Keighley)  

2094 Bernard Sobel (1887-1964) theater critic and playwright 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernard_Sobel)  

2095 Unknown. 

2096 Clinton King (1901-1979) artist, printmaker (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/clinton-king-2629)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Keighley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernard_Sobel
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/clinton-king-2629
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 Slipped in the bath-tub tonight shocked greatly and nervously upset.2097 

 

November 19, 1950 This morning I got up late as is rather usual for me these days. Helen wrote 

numerous letters. After lunch we took a walk Seventh & Ninth avenues were interesting. The sun 

shown brightly and the day was pleasantly cool. 

 We returned to the Chelsea just in time to keep an appointment with young Robert 

Templeton who gave us an account of his visit to Spike Bell on Staten Island. He had been 

highly interested in Bell’s work so different in its whole purpose from the horrid mess of modern 

imitators following the current fad. 

 I hope and believe that there will emerge from the wreckage of the decadent academic 

work of the last half of the 19th Century a rennaisance[sic] of great art. 

 

November 10, 1950 A gray day (not cold) windy. 

 Helen went out shopping for a Birthday present for her mother, etc. I feel “poorly” with 

headache and some dige[s]tive upset. Perhaps consequence of my bath tub tumbling. 

 

 
2097 The slip in the bath tub was the start of a quick little heart attack that might have been 
serious if he had fallen or been alone. He forgot the beginning of it afterwards & I put him to bed 
with warm brandy & water & then his pipe so he would not become frightened. But I know he 
must be told how to look after himself if this happened again & that the doctors must help him to 
learn “to live with the idea” of living more quietly. 

 The upset gave him a bilious attack & excuse for being kept pretty quiet. 
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November 21, 1950 Cloudy in the morning but clear “as a bell” in the afternoon. After lunch 

Helen suggested that we go to the corner of 8th Ave. The old opera house of many years ago 

once owned by Jim Fiske has been a moving picture house for many year. 

 We saw a film “No Way Out”2098 very good in the way of “tolerance” of the negro. A 

young negro doctor is the hero. 

 The other film “Baron of Arizona”2099 was based on the historical incident of a hoax 

which appears to have been close to winning the State of Arizona in 1882-3 or thereabout. 

 *I seldom see moving pictures; but it is a strange fact that I seem to be strongly conscious 

of color real, color, altho very subtle in the black and white photo projections. I have often felt 

this before! 

 

November 22, 1950 I worked a couple of hours in the afternoon on one of my Santa Fe 

landscapes. I am not feeling up to normal. 

 Late afternoon Dr Farr came bringing a turkey which is to be cooked by Helen for a 

family dinner here tomorrow. Just Dr Farr and mother Helen. My own family are all in “heaven” 

except sister Nan who is in Philadelphia well rooted to her book business. She paints some in the 

evenings. 

 
2098 No Way Out was directed by Joseph L. Mankiewicz and starred Sidney Poitier 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_Way_Out_(1950_film))  

2099 Baron of Arizona was directed by Samuel Fuller and starred Vincent Price 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Baron_of_Arizona)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_Way_Out_(1950_film))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Baron_of_Arizona
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 Dr Farr to whom I spoke of some of my symptoms says I must take it easy. I hope my 

ailment dont take me that way. 

 

November 23, 1950 I remained in bed until nearly 1 oclock. At that time I rose and dressed. 

 About 2 oclock Dr Charles & Helen Farr H’s father & mother came to dine on the Turkey 

and Fixings prepared by her. 

 The dinner was good and while I was not hungry my appetite responded to food, as is my 

way. 

 We showed my summer work afterward, and they were quite pleased. H’s Mother 

particularly liked the portrait of H. with our kitten painted for the Santa Fe Museum Annual Ex. 

 They left before evening. 

 Another terrific accident on two trains of commuters on the Long Island RR2100. This is 

the second within a year. Individual enterprise scores a point. “Ghastly” is the word. 50 dead 95 

injured. Later 77 dead 330 injured. 

 

November 24, 1950 Worked a while on S. F. landscape2101. 

 
2100 The Kew Gardens train crash resulted in 363 injuries and 78 deaths and led to the implementation of 
Automatic Speed Control (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kew_Gardens_train_crash)  

2101 UNCLEAR WHICH THIS IS 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kew_Gardens_train_crash
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 In the afternoon a couple named Mr & Mrs Vinci came to inquire as to my helping to 

introduce them to a Mrs Grinnell on E 15th St. They thought her an artists widow. H looked in 

an old “Whos Who”. He was an explorer author son of Grinnell (Arctic Exp)2102. Mrs Vinci used 

to do sewing for Dolly and Katie Gridley Cahill. She says Katie died. 

 Later John Sloan Dickey pres. of Dartmouth Col called with wife and two beautiful 

daughters. Both tall probably about 17 years. We showed later paintings. He had been at 

Kraushaars looking at etchings bought at least one for his sister Gretchen in Lock Haven. The 

young girls like my linear glaze. 

X.J. Barile (with a bottle of Chianti) came to dinner. He has a couple of private pupils 

and a small group at his studio on Union Sq.2103 

 

 November 25, 1950 (Gale) A day of rain, cold and violent winds doing great damage in city and 

Staten Island as well as many eastern states Cleveland etc Pittsburg[sic] heavy snow. 

 I rested in bed until late afternoon reading “A Fearful Joy” by Joyce Carey2104. I like it 

altho “The Horses Mouth” was more amusing. 

We stopped smoking today (sketch) 
 

2102 Henry Grinnell (1799-1874) businessman, explorer, helped bring the HMS Resolute to Great Britain 
from where it had been frozen (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Grinnell)  

2103 Barile was always bringing Sloan cigars - Indulgence today in a few extra smokes affected 
Sloan’s circulation, so without telling him yet that he needed to be more careful, I suggested that 
we both quit smoking entirely - it was too hard to stick to “3 times a day” etc. He agreed, & 
turned his back on the habit of more than 50 years as tho’ it had not existed! 

2104 Joyce Cary (1888-1957) Irish novelist. A Fearful Joy was published in 1949, while The Horse’s 
Mouth was published in 1944. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joyce_Cary)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Grinnell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joyce_Cary
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November 26, 1950 Reading after breakfast in bed. The Sunday Times brought in by Helen. 

Lunch also in bed! Im sure resting. 

 In the evening Dr & Mrs Farr stopped for us in their car and we all drove over to 

Stuyvesant Town apartment and had dinner with Dr “Brudd” and Ann Farr. The boy baby is 

looking fine. (Dr F says hes teething). It is mother Helen’s birthday and she received a sketching 

case leather to hold her materials. She has been drawing quite a good deal this past summer. Its 

good for her morale (or something). 

 A good dinner by Anne and a showing of color films taken by Brud & Anne this summer 

when vacationing in Athol and Mass. 

 

November 27, 1950 I remained in bed the morning until 10.30. Helen had gone up to the dentist. 

She returned and made lunch. 

 W. C. McNulty, artist, teacher at the League, appointed in 1931 during my hectic 

presidency, looking for a studio apartment here in the Chelsea dropped in to see us. There are at 

least 10 paintings on the wall of our living room. He did not see one of them. Not only the public 

is callous toward my humble efforts. 

 In the evening we crossed the hall to dine with Mary F. Roberts. She had David 

Mannes2105, violinist (84) and a young singer 

 
2105 David Mannes (1866-1959) violinist, educator, conductor 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Mannes)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Mannes
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Matthews to dine. Afterward Lee Jackson and his wife came in. Mannes told of being 

helped at 18 yrs by the painter H.W. Ranger2106 (first purchaser of my etchings of N.Y. 

 

November 28, 1950 Helen and I went up to Dr Hausers office on 54th St and he put me through 

the processes of a check up. He reports that I am in right good shape. Advises me to take things 

quietly. I must have elect-cardiograph and chest Xray tomorrow. Helen talked with the doctor. 

We came home together she made lunch. 

 A.S. Baylinsons widow (he died last spring) called to consult us as to possibility of 

getting some ex. of his work. Helen finally suggested an ex of the large collection of his 

paintings owned by her sister in California. H. will write to Donald Baer2107 Santa Barbara 

Museum who might arrange an ex2108 out there. It would be a first rate way to awake some 

interest. 

----------------------- 

 While the things written above on these pages seem to be and are in the foreground of my 

life, History is under way in the world. The U.N. in Korea - represented by United States 

principally is being resisted by the Communists and the Korean Coms. are now being joined by 

Chinese Coms in great force. Our troops U.S. Turkish English Australian etc are being driven 

back. If we are to stay, we must attack behind Mongolian boundry and World War will be likely. 

 
2106 Henry Ward Ranger (1858-1916) Tonalist painter based in New York State 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Ward_Ranger)  

2107 Cannot find much information. 

2108 Unsure if this exhibition happened. Santa Barbara Museum records are not available online. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Ward_Ranger
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November 29, 1950 We went up to Dr Hauser’s. I had an electro Cardiograph made by a Doctor 

in same building. Came back to Hausers where an assistant girl made a chest Xray. 

 Helen and I went to a Lexington Ave Chinese restaurant where we had an enjoyable 

dinner in Chinese tastiness with a pot of tea. 

 We then went to a moving picture in an old time magnificent theatre with golden deep 

toned foyer. It is a relic of the nineties. I think we saw Bette Davis in “All About Eve”2109 a right 

good film. Bette is of course a good cinema actress. 

 We stopped in Dr Hauser’s to pick up my cane, which Id forgotten. Also to leave a 

sample of my U------. 

 

November 30, 1950 In the afternoon up to the doctors. He reports that I am in as good shape as I 

was 2 years ago. The cardiograph shows the heart to be a little less in tone or off tone or slightly 

out of tone??? I am to breathe deeper, at least now and then.2110 

 
2109 All About Eve was directed by Joseph L. Mankiewicz and starred Bette Davis, winning Best Picture at 
the Academy Awards (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_About_Eve)  

2110 Dr. Hauser found that the blood pressure was down below 130 (after quitting the smoking) & 
that there was no damage in the heart, but he was quietly firm that Sloan should stop lifting 
heavy pictures from step ladders, running up subway stairs, climbing steep hills etc. 

 Regular walking exercise etc. 

 (The muscular tone of the heart was naturally beginning to deteriorate some at his age.) 
Told to do things more slowly - “take your time” etc. Sloan did not really “take it in” yet. There 
was no need for medication, other than moderate use of alcohol. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_About_Eve
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 Helen and I walked part of the way home Broadway where the other half lives. A fine 

clear cold day. 

 In the evening Helen had asked Mary Heaton Vorse and Mary Fanton Roberts to dinner. 

Mrs Vorse is on her way to winter in Washington from her summer home, Provincetown. 

 A young man called on her and joined our party after dinner. his name Clare Laney?2111. 

He has returned from a European tour. 

 Some discussion of the War problem. 

 

December 1, 1950 Helen went up town to have lunch with Madeline Neely during her lunch 

hour. 

 I worked a while on the portrait of H. with green coat & skirt. 

 I ate my lunch left for me in the refrigerator. 

 After which I lay down about an hour. Helen came home before 3 oclock. 

 A phone call from the Whitney Museum later when H. was home repeated. Miss says she 

is about to get started on the John Sloan retrospective exhibition next year! 

 
 Giving up tobacco made a real difference. 

 I decided that I must work in the studio with him although Dr. Hausner had 
recommended that I do not try to paint for some months - it seemed important to distract him 
from thoughts of the Whitney. 

2111 Unknown. 
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 Klonis of the League sent us the stenographic report of my talk at the 75 Anniversary 

Dinner. It is not as bad as I thought it to be! Not good either. 

 

December 2, 1950 I worked on a panel started on the Rio Grande2112. 

 In the afternoon Helen went to a Bazaar of the Nightingale Bainford School where she 

used to teach. She came home about 5 PM with “of all things” “A Squirrel Cage” 2.00 second 

hand (or foot). 

 Now if we only had a Chipmunk we’d feel like old days in “Sinagua” (Our chipmunks 

have deserted us out there since I killed the rattler near the house). 

 The Pendleton farmer artist boy called on phone. The job in Milwaukee fell through. He 

has seen Spike Bell and thinks of going to Florida, portrait sketching. He wants to see us again 

Monday 4 PM. 

 

December 3, 1950 We walked for an hour or more in the morning as far S. as 15th St and 

between 5th Ave and 8th a clear cool not cold day. 

 I worked on a summer panel. 

 The news from Korea is still very bad. Some senators and some newsy nose casters are 

advocating the use of the Atomic Bomb. We used it in Japan when it was not really necessary so 

I suppose we might use it now on grounds of necessity! 

 
2112 Possibly Sketching in Rio Grande (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1253 
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December 4, 1950 I stayed in bed until after 10 oclock. Helen went to lunch at the apt. of 

Henrietta Buckmaster. 

 I worked on the Rio Grande panel. It seems to be moving well. 

 In the evening W. Pach came to dinner with us. He kept us thoroughly interested. His 

good memory is a great asset. We spoke of Magda. He gave us some details of her final illness 

Brain tumor. W. Pach brought a book (French) with essays by Masson2113 who speaks of the 

impossibility of our keeping the practice of the art of the great old masters. This is true but we 

need not go abstract. Massons drawings are not that! 

------------- 

Frankfurter in “Art News” article2114 on Met. “Amer Painting today” Ex actually 

mentions me as one of about a dozen “Better known whos pictures are outstanding”. The 

painting is “Karen” portrait. 

 

December 5, 1950 Worked on the “Sketching on the Rio Grande” if that might be its title. 

 In the afternoon Helen went to the opening of the Metropolitan Museum Exhibition of 

“American Painting ToDay” 1950”. My portrait “Karen” was accepted. More than 6248 artists 

 
2113 Possibly Andre Masson (1896-1987) French artist, escaped from Vichy France to the US 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andr%C3%A9_Masson)  

2114 Alfred N. Frankfurter, “Open House at the Met,” ArtNews, December 1950, pp. 30-31, 67. Frankfurter 
mentions Sloan on 67. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andr%C3%A9_Masson
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sent pictures to the Regional Juries in Five Cities. The Final Jury took 307. It is announced that it 

cost the “Met.” $50,000.00 but the artists expense framing transport or refusals spent probably 

$65,000.00 The show is not good. The fashionable things are third rate and in the majority. The 

Jury system is no good. My picture is in a side separate room and in the corner! Still, I had not 

thought I’d get in. Rob. Templeton came in. I loaned him $25.00 took his note for Jan 30/51. He 

is going to try his luck in Florida. 

 The Cecil Bells came in in the evening. Spike has loaned Templeton $30.00 Nothing was 

said to me by T. of this fact. We will hope for the best. 

 

December 6, 1950 Helen went to the market this AM leaving me luxureating[sic] in bed. 

 A arose in response to the door bell and delivery boy. 

 Went up to the studio and started to go on with the “Reo[sic] Grande” panel. 

 Helen gave us our lunch when she returned and then went out to the hairdressers for the 

first time in her life. This is a remarkable fact. Some women have haunted the hairdresser for 

years. One of their principal expenses. The job took nearly four hours. She came home with all 

ringlets set. It looks very well and will become a little less precise as time goes on. I am thinking 

of proposing R. Davey for (Membership) Fellowship in the Amer Acad of Arts & Sciences 

(Boston). Ive been in it for two (2) years. There are few painters in Fellowship only 6! I later 

decided that it would be foolish for R. Davey to join the AA&S on account of the few artists. 

 

December 7, 1950 Worked on the Sketchers re “Rio Grande”. 
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 In the evening we postponed dinner at the Harvard Club with Julian D’Este and Helens 

aunt. The weather reports were very ominous indeed. 

 Incidently they were not fully correct altho’ Staten Island and some other places had 

heavy winds and rain. 

 

December 8, 1950 Our White Rat arrived this afternoon as she ordered by phone Tuesday. He is 

now safe in the cage she bought Saturday. 

 This morning we went to the meeting and luncheon of the Academy of Arts & Letters. 

The meeting was quickly over altho Committee meetings afterward (in which I was not 

concerned) took some time until nearly 1 oclock At which time members of the Institute not of 

the scum (Academy) joined us and with ladies to cocktails so necessary for conversation as J.B. 

Yeats said followed by lunch. We sat at table 3 with Mr & Mrs Matthew Jacobson, Mr & Mrs 

Francis Hacket2115 both writers2116 Mrs J. is the sister of Miss Geffen (secretarial manager of the 

whole shebang). 

 Mrs Chas Dana Gibson2117 relict of the pen draftsman was there very loud and probably 

conscious of the fact that Lady Astor2118 is her sister. Mrs Gibson had an idea that she would be 

telavised[sic] or movey shot. 

 
2115 Francis Hackett (1883-1962) Irish writer, founder of the New Republic 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Hackett)  

2116 Signe Toksvig (1891-1983) Danish writer for Atlantic Monthly, New Republic 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signe_Toksvig)  

2117 Irene Langhorne Dana (1873-1956) suffragette, model for Dana’s “Gibson Girl” 
(https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Gibson_Irene_Langhorne_1873-1956#start_entry)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Hackett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signe_Toksvig
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Gibson_Irene_Langhorne_1873-1956#start_entry
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 The galleries across the court have been well de[c]orated. Kroll & B. Faulkner managed 

the job. There is an ex. of Candidates for grants. Some good things in Sculpture and also in 

painting? Quien Sabe? Mrs Kroll told us that Edith Glackens had another “stroke” lately. 

 We taxied home by way of the Hudson Highway no stops and a view of the River which 

is not in sight otherwise (downtown).  

Friday (cont). Mr Harry Lindeburg spoke to me about nominating E. Shinn for 

membership. I declined as did also Giff. Beal. We both agree that up to 1920 S. was going well. 

Then prostituted his talent. 

 

December 9, 1950 Our little white rat seems to be homesick or lonely or something. Helen 

called up the Brooklyn place. They said it may pass. 

 I painted on the “Rio Grande Sketcher” and am improving it. 

 In AM. Helen and I took a walk to 14th and 8th Ave. We stopped in at a Thom McAn 

shoe store and got a pair of Loafer shoes, no laces, slip on and off. 

 Leo Stein in “Journey into the Self” which we have from the Pub. Lib. says in a letter to 

Fred S2119. (whom I knew on the Schilling Fund Committee) “There’s nothing like growing old 

without dignity. 

 
2118 Nancy Witcher Langhorne Astor (1879-1964) first female member seated in Parliament 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nancy_Astor,_Viscountess_Astor)  

2119 Fred Stein was Leo’s cousin 
(http://drs.library.yale.edu/HLTransformer/HLTransServlet?stylename=yul.ead2002.xhtml.xsl&pid=bein
ecke:leostein&clear-stylesheet-cache=yes)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nancy_Astor,_Viscountess_Astor
http://drs.library.yale.edu/HLTransformer/HLTransServlet?stylename=yul.ead2002.xhtml.xsl&pid=beinecke:leostein&clear-stylesheet-cache=yes
http://drs.library.yale.edu/HLTransformer/HLTransServlet?stylename=yul.ead2002.xhtml.xsl&pid=beinecke:leostein&clear-stylesheet-cache=yes
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It preserves ones self respect even if it should lose the respect of others. 

 

December 10, 1950 We took a walk quite early this morning (9 oclock) up 8th Avenue to 34th 

back by Seventh Ave. A clear cold day. Buttermilk Sky! Sun breaking through now & then. 

After lunch I worked on the panel “Marie W. sketching”2120 with the hay truck in distance. 

 After 4.00 the Neeleys came to tea. Harry is still lecturing at the Planetarium and is 

working on Beginners Book on the Stars or some such title. Harpers publisher. I showed my 

work of the summer. Madeline likes “Helen & Cat”. 

 We had our supper an hour or so after they left. 

 President Truman is expected to declare a “State of Emergency” before long. 

 Our United Nation troops are being driven back in Korea. Great losses. A spanking. 

 

December 11, 1950 Helen ordered frames Zinn’s. 

 

December 12, 1950 This morning Helen and I took a good walk 6th 7th And 8th Ave to the bank 

at Sheridan square where we got our last lease from Safe Box to compare with lease handed us 

by Mr Krouse of the Chelsea. After making lunch Helen went to see Dr Smith who operated 2 

yea[r]s ago. He tells her she must be watchful for some years to come. 

 
2120 Marie Painting (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1246 
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 She went to see the Goya Ex at Wildensteins2121 and says it is quite good. Some portraits 

particularly. 

 I painted on panels of last summer. 

 In the evening W. Pach and Mr. Rosen came to dinner early. we looked at my pictures. 

Mr. R. is a very kindly interested critic. We then met Mary Roberts and Arthur Roe2122 an elderly 

actor friend went by taxi to Brooklyn Academy of Music where Mary had a box for an 

appearance of our dear friend Angna Enters. It was very touching and enjoyable to see her again. 

She is as wonderful as ever. She has had quite a success in Hollywood, writing and I think 

directing. The tan colors & back drop was not good at all. She always had a black velvet drop. 

 We went back stage and she greeted me with a kiss. She remembered Walter Pach and 

his translation of Delacroix Journal. All back in a taxi dropping Pach Rosen & Roe. Angna looks 

well a bit older of course but Wonderful. 

 

December 13, 1950 Again today after lunch we took a good walk. 

 I worked on the “Marie Sketching” panel. It is becoming nearer to the end. 

 I am reading Leo Steins letters etc which we have from Pub Library. I am interested in 

his remarks on Picasso. He was an early patron but lost interest also bought Matisse. He thinks 

poorly of the writing of his sister Gertrude. A very interesting book. 

 
2121 The show was “A Loan Exhibition of Goya: For the Benefit of the Institute of Fine Arts, New York 
University,” and ran November 9-December 16, 1950.  

2122 Cannot find information. 
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 John O’Connor2123 assist director of Carnegie Inst has an article in the Dec No of 

Carnegie Magazine2124 telling of their acquisition by gift (of Director or print dept E. Duff 

Balken) of a water color by Prendergast. He gives a fulsom appreciation description of the 

picture and an account of Prendergasts career. In the course of which he writes that P. “was the 

first of “The Eight” to die. as Everett Shinn, who - praise the Lord - is still with us, will be the 

last.” 

 This seemed a little rough on me and gave the impression that I had died! So I wrote a 

letter to O’Connor so stating - “Praise the Lord I am alive and working hard. Not attempting to 

repeat my work of early years” and I demanded a correction in the Mag. 

 

December 14, 1950 Lee Jackson came in to see us and I showed my new Santa Fe panels and 

gave him the formula for tempera emulsion. He has had an operation on left eye and his other 

eye bothers him. 

 Helen went marketing. A good big place near London Terrace apartments. I worked on 

panel started near the new Los Alamos road large cottonwood in fall color the Jemez range in 

distance. 

 Helen worked on a portrait panel started last winter. 

 

December 15, 1950 Helen worked a while on a nude started last winter. 
 

2123 Cannot find dates. 

2124 DO WE HAVE THIS 
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 I also went on with a SF panel. 

 In the evening Mr Glover and Ruth Martin took us out on the town. First we autoed up to 

Sherry’s famous restaurant and had a very fine but awfully expensive dinner with cocktails and 

wine. I like the place. Thence in a slow rain to the Imperial Theatre to see Ethel Merman2125 in 

Call Me Madam2126 a musical comedy based on the ambassador to Luxemburg[sic] Mrs 

Maestass2127 or some such name. It was funny and colorful with a beautiful chorus. I dont like 

the incidental singing. It is worse than opera but a trifle less of it. We had a box with guests Mr 

Moore2128 lawyer of the Black Tom Case2129 World War first whatever that Was? and a Mr 

Keppel son of the Carnegie Foundation director2130 and nephew of the Print dealers. An amusing 

evening. Home in Glovers car wet streets and a snarl of autos. There should be a law against 

private cars in city. 

 

 
2125 Ethel Merman (1908-1984) Broadway star of Annie Get Your Gun, Hello Dolly, and others 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethel_Merman)  

2126 Call Me Madam is a satirical musical based on the life of Perle Mesta, who was the US Ambassador 
to Luxembourg (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Call_Me_Madam)  

2127 Perle Mesta (1889-1975) ambassador and famous socialite 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perle_Mesta)  

2128 Can’t find information. 

2129 The Black Tom explosion occurred on July 30, 1916 and was an act of sabotage by Germans during 
the first World War at the Black Tom Island munitions facility 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Tom_explosion)  

2130 Frederick Paul Keppel (1875-1943) philanthropist, educator 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Paul_Keppel). Can’t find information about his son. Unsure if 
the son Sloan met is Jr? (https://www.nytimes.com/1974/02/22/archives/frederick-paul-keppel-67-of-
price-waterhouse-dies.html)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethel_Merman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Call_Me_Madam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perle_Mesta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Tom_explosion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Paul_Keppel
https://www.nytimes.com/1974/02/22/archives/frederick-paul-keppel-67-of-price-waterhouse-dies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1974/02/22/archives/frederick-paul-keppel-67-of-price-waterhouse-dies.html
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December 16, 1950 Working on a Santa Fe panel. 

 In the evening John Barber and his wife a psychiatrist Duranda (?) from Philadelphia 

came in fetching a painting of his - strong and delicate Mexican cow boys in Patio. A very bad 

frame too much in harmony with the painting. I am to pay for it. But how much? He wont say! I 

agreed to buy it but I have no idea what to pay! 

 They took us to an old time Italian Restaurant Seventh Ave Guffanti’s where for about 

3.00 each we had a good dinner such as would cost $1.00 thirty or forty years go. These contrasts 

of cost are a sharp shock to me for I so seldom go out to dinner. 

 We came back to our studio and had some wine. He, Barber, has travelled Europe very 

much. I claim that my great joy is in considering the places I have not seen and shall not see. His 

wife is a very intelligent woman one of those who should run the world. 

 Perhaps the time may come when the woman will take the man on a nuptial flight in a 

plane and when impregnated throw him out. Ive a reckless idea women should command life. 

 

December 17, 1950 We took a walk sixth ave to 34th and back by 8th to 23rd St. A very fine 

day crisp and seasonable. Did some puttering after lunch on panels of Santa Fe. 

 Our rat has become more entertaining. He likes to nibble sticks of spaghetti eats pecan 

nuts and comes out of his cage for a while. But he is seemingly very glad to return to captivity. 
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 Truman has declared a national emergency but it does not show as yet!2131 

 Make money as usual is still the word. I hope we realize it --- emergency soon. 

 

December 18, 1950 Working on the Autumn cottonwood with the Pajarito of the Jemez mts in 

the distance. Young folks in fore. 

 In the afternoon lay down to nap open window few inches. Went to bed sneezing! 

 

December 19, 1950 Still sneezing! Helen orders me to stay in bed for the day which I do and 

settle down for a real cold. The radio is a splendid diverting element from self commiseration. 

 I wrote John Barber and sent him a check for $125.00 which is not much but is more than 

we can afford with the future at hand. No connection for me between war production and 

paintings. 

 

December 20, 1950 Another day in bed taking care of my cold. 

 The white rat in his cage is put on a cloth on my bed. The little fellow has become quite 

used to us and jumps into the wheel in his cage spins it looks out to see if he has reached a new 

spot, then off again. 

 
 

2131 Truman declared a state of emergency on December 16, 1950 to fight “communist imperialism” 
(http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=13684)  

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=13684
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December 21, 1950 These days in bed are hard to remember, uneventful but not painful. Vapor 

treatment is doing my throat much good. 

 Xmas cards are coming in. We are not sending any. I am rather embarrassed for 

Christians at Xmas. They buy and give and celebrate to avoid showing their embarrassment. 

Doing good deeds in a naughty world. A stinking world! 

 

December 22, 1950 Before lunch I got up and dressed. 

 Helen is typing on a remade typewriter for which she traded her old one plus a cash 

amount. 

 In the evening we were expecting XJ Barile to dinner. While waiting we were surprised 

by a phone call from Madeline Neely followed by her arrival with a tall blonde young Danish 

Amer2132. they came from an “office party” of the architectural firm for whom they work. Barile 

came before they left but they were not asked to dinner. 

 After these “office workers” left Helen made XJB and me a good dinner with a large 

bottle of wine. B. amused us as usual. He is a real extrovert seems to have people friends as a 

chief interest in life. He is teaching and making an income much below taxing. But he is quite 

happy. 

 

December 23, 1950 Fourth Week off Smoking 

 
2132 Unknown. 
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 Remained in bed until lunch time and afterward went up stairs and worked for about an 

hour and a half on the Autumn Cottonwood and the Pajarito in distance started in the South west. 

 A letter from R. Davey thanks me for the article on him for “NM Quarterly” suggests 

“more about portraits”. Thinks of making etchings for the illustration of the mag. 

 Xmas Cards are rolling in. We have sent none. I never do. Years ago I made a New Year 

etching each year but I decided that they were no more appreciated than a 10 card! 

 

 December 24, 1950 Art page of Times Aline Loucheim2133 has a long rhymed Xmas greetings 

to artists dealers and even critics. Antoinette Kraushaar and John Sloan are mentioned. This 

proves that Im alive Mr O’Connor! 

 I kept to bed until after noon and at that time we got ready to go up town to Dr Chas E. 

Farrs apt. We arrived by taxi with our little bag of gifts about 2.30. Helens Ma was in a bit of a 

tither on account of the maid she had engaged to cook dinner had not arrived. She of course 

turned to my Helen to take over and H. was about to do so when the maid arrived! and Mothers 

nerves were saved. Dr. “Brud” was there with Ann and baby boy “Chips” (Chas. Jr) Cousin 

Marjory Worth another guest and Anns mother Mrs. Mathews from Florida broad-bright-eyed 

large mouth but I felt that she was good natured. After a strong gin cocktail and a wait dinner 

came on. On acc. of my cold I was not much interested in food. Later presents came out. Mrs. F. 

 
2133 Aline Saarinen (1914-1972) art critic (divorced first husband Joseph Louchheim in 1951) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aline_B._Saarinen). The poem was titled “Merry Christmas: In Holiday 
Mood This Department Sends Greetings to Its Art World Friends.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aline_B._Saarinen
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gave me a copy of the first Vol. of newly discovered J. Boswells2134 London Journal. This 

pleased me a lot. I’ve read and greatly enjoyed his “Sam. Johnson”. The baby was the center of 

interest. Each thing he does is as though he was the first born on earth! His daddy “Brud” is just 

recovering from Virus Pneumonia. 

 We were home by eight oclock and I soon returned to bed. H. served toddies. 

 

December 25, 1950 Spent the daylight hours in bed the chest is getting better. 

 The day typical clouds & sun in turn with a short spurt of snow. A good way to spend 

Christmas. 

 I read at the Boswell Journal and I like it a lot. 

 What a meagre[sic] journal, this one that I have made and am making for the last eight or 

nine? years and before for about six or seven (from 1905). Boswells gift was really great and his 

life and intellect of a higher type. Mine is hum drum and rather dull. But to tell the truth I much 

prefer it to Boswells! It is a treasure he has left us and now the discovery of additional Journals 

which are now at Yale add to the great works he left. 

 

December 26, 1950 A good snow fall today not so much here in N.Y. but across the country a 

heavy fall. The first covering snow here. 

 
2134 James Boswell (1740-1795) English writer and diarist, wrote a popular biography of famous essayist 
Samuel Johnson in 1791 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Boswell)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Boswell
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 In the afternoon a visit from Jewel Sullivan a splendid model who still appears to be 

possesed of the physique I so admired nearly 20 years ago. I bit heavier not much. She is now in 

Library work in Peoria Ill. She left the job in Virginia. She has the required degree and is 

thinking of going after higher standing. We kept her for supper after which she left for the theatre 

to see Calken’s(sp?) “King Lear”2135 which is having a successful run. 

 

December 27, 1950 Made a fussy change in the frame on Barber’s painting cut off inner 

ornament of compo. It looks much better, very much! 

 I have a very over enthusiastic letter from John Barber so entranced at my having bought 

a painting of his. Sincere I think but so different from my nature. 

 Helen, apprehensive of a cold, went to Dr. Hauser’s office and had a “cold shot” which 

sometimes nips the cold in the bud” I am feeling somewhat better though still coughing. 

 Painted 3 frames made by Zinn in plain wood. 

 

December 28, 1950 Up a bit earlier this morning as H. expected Miss Irwin from the Whitney 

Museum to do some research work on me. She came at about 10 oclock. I worked up in the 

studio making some alterations on Black-Mesa panel. Improvements I think. 

 
2135 This production of King Lear opened December 25, 1951 and ran through February 3, 1951 
(https://www.ibdb.com/broadway-production/king-lear-1900). It starred Louis Calhern (1895-1956) in the 
titular role (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Calhern).  

https://www.ibdb.com/broadway-production/king-lear-1900
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Calhern
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 In the afternoon Dr. (Brud) Farr wife Ann baby boy “Chips” with Ann’s Mother Mrs 

Mathews called on us. I was pleased at Mrs M’s interest in my paintings. This real interest is 

quite rare among our visitors! I do not think that she was acting a part. We all were entertained 

by our “rat”. I found that he would readily take of whiskey & water! After all these laboratory 

rats are used in place of humans. 

 

December 29, 1950 We or rather I got up earlier than is my wont but Miss Irwin of the Whitney 

phoned that a touch of cold had made her stay home today. I got to work on the Black Mesa 

panel and I am improving it. 

 Helen in her quiet way is getting over her cold we believe. 

 She painted a while in the afternoon. I rested after noon and then got to work on the 

panel. 

 The rat has become a decidedly interesting member of our little family. His liking for 

sticks of spaghetti smeared with peanut butter gives a quality of odor & flavor like a good steak. 

We have perhaps lost our finer judgment of a steak flavor for we have done without such 

luxuries for six years! (Also He is fond of sherry and spaghetti sticks. 

 

December 30, 1950 Making some changes in the Black Mesa Panel. It looks much better. 

 In the afternoon Dr & Mrs Drummond he is a psychoanalist[sic] we met in S.F. last 

summer (or year) 1949. We showed pictures. May hap they liked some of them. It is odd, if 

people enchuse they leave the artist dubious. If they dont they may be more thoughtful. 
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 After they left we had Lee Jackson and Adele Mrs to dinner. H. roasted a fine turkey and 

we all enjoyed it. They brought bot. of Sherry. We had a cranberry juice cocktail with rum before 

dinner. Very good. 

 After dinner showed Lee some pictures. 

 About 11 oclock (9 o’c Santa Fe time) Marie Williams called on phone. Her husband has 

been in hospital and out. She is thinking of coming East to Lynchburg in March and has an idea 

of getting me to go down there for a few days. A rather reckless way of spending money; the 

telephone. But we were glad to hear from her. 

 

December 31, 1950 They call this the last day of the year. 

 In the morning I worked on changes unfinished in a couple of panels. The day is 

generally gray (It is quite an effort to notice the weather as I go out so little). 

 At 5 oclock we went to a cocktail party here in Chelsea. Floyd Dell2136 and wife now 

living in Wash. D.C. Max Eastman and wife and secretary (Dominant) Apartment of Mrs Jacob 

Baker (she was Mrs Holzhauer2137 etcher). Marjorie Bevan2138 and husband J Cressman2139. I 

 
2136 Floyd Dell (1887-1969) playwright, novelist, critic, editor (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Floyd_Dell)  

2137 Mildred Holzhauer Baker (1904/5-1998), arts administrator. First married to artist Emil Holzhauer, 
later married to businessman Jacob Baker (https://www.nytimes.com/1998/12/18/nyregion/mildred-
baker-93-administrator-and-trustee-of-newark-museum.html)  

2138 Unknown. 

2139 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Floyd_Dell
https://www.nytimes.com/1998/12/18/nyregion/mildred-baker-93-administrator-and-trustee-of-newark-museum.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1998/12/18/nyregion/mildred-baker-93-administrator-and-trustee-of-newark-museum.html
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knew her when. Dr Mary Halton had guests Mr & Mrs Ben Bermann. She an artist he a writer 

and traveler, nice people. Jos. Freeman and wife he was connected with the Liberator or later. 

 The Bakers gave the party she is in one of the top positions in the Newark Museum. 

Another lady from that museum. A man wants an article on me for the Mercury. I told him Dr 

Helm had one written and ready. 

Five weeks off of Smoking! Hold fast! 
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JOHN SLOAN DIARY – 1951 

 

January 1, 1951 “Once again oh ye laurels.”.... Another book of clean pages! Well, here’s luck! 

 Helen and I took a walk. The Morning was clear sunny and very beautiful. Fine Starter 

for the year. 

 We had the family that is Helens Father and Mother as guests for early supper and she 

had cold turkey straddling from 1950. 

 I still have some trouble with my bronchial cold particularly at night. 

 We hold to our non smoking rule and are benefitted by it without doubt. I worked on my 

editing of last summer’s panels during the afternoon. 

 

January 2, 1951 Helen went shopping leaving me in bed. Our white rat provided amusement 

after breakfast. Then he’s off to sleep. 

 I got up before she returned and did a little work up in the studio. 

 Took a good nap in the afternoon while H. was out at Macy’s. 

 Painted later on a nude of several years back, making some changes I had thought of for 

some time. I have them underway now and hope that it will go well. 
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January 3, 1951 Lay in bed rather late but arranged to be out of the way when the maid of the 

hotel took away the bed linen etc. 

 I worked again on the old nude2140. The changes are spreading! Since tempera period 

began I have always felt good about changes. Trust and believe they are permanent. 

 A good nap in the afternoon. My cold is still troubling the throat. In the evening we went 

to the Harvard Club on 44th St. Using the “ladies entrance” as they said in the old back room of 

saloon days. Helens aunt & uncle Julienne D’Este entertained us with a dinner -- quite good, 

with wine. His business of newspaper strips replacing “Excelsior” for packing bags “jiffy bags” 

is doing very well. Of course the war in Korea is a worry. They lost their only son in 1941 or 

thereabout. Aviator. 

 We sat in the large ladies parlor for a while after dinner. 

 They are riding home to Montclair in their car. 

 We by subway, which is better. 

 

January 4, 1951 As usual Breakfast in bed and staying in bed. My cold seems to be getting 

better. 

 Miss Irwin (Miss Rosalind Irvine written note in Helen’s hand) of the Whitney Museum 

staff came to work on data concerned with the ex. of my work (in the future). I read and napped 

 
2140 UNCLEAR WHAT THIS IS 
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until about 12.15 when Helen told me she was having Miss I. stop for lunch. We have a pheasant 

cleaned and donated by her father Dr. Farr. Miss Irwin left us after lunch. 

 I worked on the old nude panel. Helen attended the opening of A. Gorky Exhibition at 

Whitney2141. 

 I worked in the Studio while she was gone so she was back in what seemed a short time. 

 H. says the Gorky2142 show was better than most of the American Modernists more of the 

freedom of the French painters. 

 I think that he and Stuart Davis had a natural influence on each other during formative 

periods. 

(Note included in Helen’s hand - Jan 4, 1951 Miss Rosalind Irvine) 

 

January 5, 1951 Working on the nude on couch near section of a column. I hope that it is 

improving. 

 In the evening the Bell’s came to dinner. We had nice California wine. C. Bell has a 

painting2143 in the big All American (U.S.) show at the Metropolitan Mus. 

 

 
2141 The Arshile Gorky Memorial Exhibition ran from January 5-February 18, 1951. 

2142 Arshile Gorky (1904-1948) Armenian-American abstract painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arshile_Gorky)  

2143 Cecil Bell’s painting in the show was Near the Bridge, according to the catalogue. It is likely in 
private hands. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arshile_Gorky
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January 6, 1951 Helen gave me my breakfast in bed. I am reading a book 2nd Paris book by 

Eliot Paul2144. I read it through but dont think it worth while. Never having been there it recalls 

nothing to me. 

 Helen went shopping taking advantage of January sales to get some necessities in 

wearing apparel. Prices will probably zoom in a couple of months on acc of War preparations. 

 I worked for a couple of hours in the late afternoon. 

 Read in a quick way a right book by Margaret Cole2145 English Socialist & writer 

“Growing up to Revolution” Of course I have fond hopes for the continued progress of England 

in Socialism. Helen bought me a foam rubber pad to put on the seat of my stool when painting. I 

am now and then trying to sit at work which is a change of custom for me. 

 

January 7, 1951 Worked on the old nude in the afternoon. 

 In the evening Mary F. Roberts phoned and came across the hallway to visit us. She says 

that she gets very lonely at times misses Billy. 

 Mrs. Wm J Glackens is not at all well had another slight stroke and is much of the time 

not conscious of her whereabouts. Sad - Edith was such an alert witty one in the past. Her son Ira 

and his wife are living in an apartment in the house 10 W. 9th. She also has a nurse, no uniform. 

 
2144 Eliot Paul (1891-1958) journalist, author, screenwriter. His first book on Paris is The Last Time I Saw 
Paris (1942); Sloan is reading Summertime in Paris (1950). 

2145 Margaret Cole (1893-1980) English socialist, writer, pacifist, awarded a DBE in 1970 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Cole). Growing Up Into Revolution was published in 1949. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Cole
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January 8, 1951 Helen and I took a brisk walk this morning. We were leaving just as Dorothea 

Kingsland came in to see us. She is going to have a portrait of Wm. Yeats by Shannon belonging 

to friends of hers cleaned and repaired. With a stiff cold wind and bright sun we walked to 14th 

St and back. 

 After lunch Carl Zigrosser print curator of Philadelphia Museum came in to arrange for 

Helen to list sizes of plates of my etchings. He would like to write?, has written an article and 

Helen thought the list might be part of Whitney Museum Retrospective Ex next January. 

 

January 9, 1951 This morning at 9.15 Charlotte Leteaux our ex ballet dancer friend and model, 

posed for us. We enjoyed drawing from her and Helen made two beautiful line & color things. 

Charlotte is having a rather hard time making ends meet. She is of a classic type of beauty of 

body but not young. 

 Helen went to the dentist after lunch. I rested for an hour. 

 In the evening Walter Pach came to dinner and we enjoyed his talk. He is thinking of 

going to Greece and France and as he says frankly that he is “well fixed” now, he will probably 

go. While there is something left of Europe! He says that he does not intend to do any writing, 

Unless - he can do what he wants to say in his own way. 

 He surprised me by highly rating the portrait “Karin” which I am showing in the 

nationwide Ex of the Metropolitan Mus of Art. 
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January 10, 1951 Miss Charlotte posed for drawings by self & Helen, this morning. 

 After lunch H. went up to call on Miss Kraushaar and had an extended talk with her. H. 

proposed that Miss K. pay us a regular sum per month on what she owes us. 

 Realizing that Antoniette has had a rather difficult time in the past years, we have without 

complaint let sums due us for sales remain unpaid. With the increased cost of living and the war 

threat ahead we feel that she should be paying us whats due.  

 I did some touching up on panel in the afternoon.  

---------------------------------------------- 

An “I am” snob in Santa Fe charges into the New Mexican offices furious because the 

paper had published notice of a suit brought by all of the victims to recover moneys paid for 

protection “in this world and the next.” Mrs. Ballard is their pope. Freaks!2146 

 

January 11, 1951 Breakfast abed as is Helen’s custom of “spoiling” me. Very enjoyable. I doubt 

if many money makers can afford it. 

 Helen went up to see the Shannon portrait of W B Yeats owned by Fairchild Tobin2147 

bought at the Quinn Sale. They have a great collection of mementoes of Irish Americans and 

 
2146 In 1951, a former member of Mighty I Am sued founder Edna Ballard. The day after the New 
Mexican published their story on the lawsuit, dozens of cult members stormed the newspaper offices and 
attempted to attack the staff of the paper. 
(http://santafecenterforappliedresearch.blogspot.com/2008/02/1951-flaming-sword-of-saint-
germain.html)  

2147 Cannot find much information on this person or family, but they seem to have been wealthy socialites. 

http://santafecenterforappliedresearch.blogspot.com/2008/02/1951-flaming-sword-of-saint-germain.html
http://santafecenterforappliedresearch.blogspot.com/2008/02/1951-flaming-sword-of-saint-germain.html
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others Jennie Lynds2148 first piano (in America). H. says that the daughters there are 2) one very 

beautiful. The mother is not at home. People proud kindly and once quite well off. They want to 

sell the Yeats portrait but it must be put into proper condition. Princeton does not have the 

money but would be glad to have the gift. Perhaps some one of wealth can be found. 

 I painted on the Chama River end of the Black Mesa panel, making slight changes. A 

young mural painter called after phoning. Name Abraham Joel Tobias2149 has been for some time 

working in “ethyl silicate” on murals applied to concrete composition at Adelphi College Garden 

City L.I. I agreed to write a recommendation to Mr. H. Allen Moe2150 of the Guggenheim 

Foundation. 

 

January 12, 1951 Charlotte posed in the morning and we started panels in tempera. A standing 

pose for a change. 

 H. asked C. to stop for a sandwich & coffee before going to Ozeufaut’s classes in P.M. 

 In the afternoon I worked a while and later Helen and I took a brisk walk to 14th St and 

back to 23rd. A cold clear day not too windy. 

 Barile came and dined with us. He brought Chianti and we had it for dinner. He left about 

8 oclock. 
 

2148 Jenny Lind (1820-1887) Swedish opera singer, known for being part of PT Barnum’s show 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jenny_Lind)  

2149 Abraham Joel Tobias (1913-1996), mixed-media painter (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/abraham-
joel-tobias-4824)  

2150 Henry Moe Allen (1894-1975), first director of the National Endowment for the Humanities 
(https://search.amphilsoc.org/collections/view?docId=ead/Mss.B.M722-ead.xml)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jenny_Lind
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/abraham-joel-tobias-4824
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/abraham-joel-tobias-4824
https://search.amphilsoc.org/collections/view?docId=ead/Mss.B.M722-ead.xml
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 Following came Ruth Martin & Wm Glover who had called on phone earlier. He looked 

at some of the recent landscapes. Ruth told of picking up a volume of DeKock located in some 

bookstore and buying it. 

 A long letter from Shuster in SF. tells of his manufacture of incense burners. 

 Young Templeton in Miami sends $10. on acc. does not say whether he is getting on with 

his work. 

 

January 13, 1951 Helen went shopping in the morning. I worked on some tinkering with S.F. 

landscape panel. 

 After H. returned and prepared our lunch, I rested for an hour. 

 We took a long walk about 3.30. The day clear and not too cold. We went over 23rd to 

10th Ave and up tenth to about 37 over to 8th and saw the wonderful new Bus terminal a grand 

and simple piece of architecture absolutely functional great escalators side by side, bank of six. 

Three great floors capacity of sending out thousands of busses a day. The new day! Almost 

staggering to me. I have seen so few of the modern developments altho’ living in New York, I’m 

a bit of a hermit. We walked back by 8th Ave from 40th St. We were walking 1 hour 1/2! 

 After making dinner Helen went at her typewriting of my old time letters to Dolly. 

 

January 14, 1951 In bed with The Sunday Times which Helen made a sortie to procure. 
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 The Art page preoccupied as usual with the fashionable modern.2151 

 Helen made lunch and we then went up to the Metropolitan Mus of A. to see the all 

United States exhibition. H. had seen it before. 306 paintings culled by juries out of more than 

6000. This means of course that the artists on framing and transportation to the nearest Jury have 

spent at least $45,000. The met spent $50,000 they claim. 

 The First Prize is one of the least important pictures2152. Kunioshi’s Pink Fish2153 is better 

(3rd prize). The LeBrun2154 (2nd p.) is an enlarged old fashioned “poster.” 

 The Ex is not bad, taking the current style into consideration. The Abstraction Dept is 

very tiresome. It seems that seeking to be different is a levelling force. Lee Jacksons unfinished 

horses is quite good. C. Bells tenement house and bridge looked fair. They have put my Karen 

(with its strong red ---) in a room of grey pictures in a corner on the long wall. It is not to be seen 

until one has passed more than half the length of room. The mere fact that they accepted it 

proves it has defects! 

 We met my cousin Parvin Starr. Told him we had seen his building Bus station yesterday. 

He is one of the engineers of some sort. 

 
2151 The Times art section on this date featured a review of the Met show and several Modern art shows at 
various galleries. 

2152 The winner was Basket Bouquet by Karl Knaths, in the collection of the Met. 
(https://www.metmuseum.org/pubs/bulletins/1/pdf/3257446.pdf.bannered.pdf). Karl Knaths (1891-1971) 
Cubist-inspired painter (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Knaths)  

2153 The painting Sloan is referring to is Fish Kite (1950), in the Fukutake Collection, Okayama, Japan 
(https://2.americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/kuniyoshi/1950-fish-kite.cfm). 

2154 Rico LeBrun (1900-1964) Italian-American painter and commercial artist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rico_Lebrun). His work Centurion’s Horse won second place. 

https://www.metmuseum.org/pubs/bulletins/1/pdf/3257446.pdf.bannered.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Knaths
https://2.americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/kuniyoshi/1950-fish-kite.cfm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rico_Lebrun
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 A great element at the Met. is a special ex of Ancient bronzes the Early Greek I like 

especially.2155 

 

January 15, 1951 Rested as is my wont in bed the A.M. until nearly 10 oclock. 

 Helen went marketing and also up to Gimbel’s looking for shirts for me at some 

moderate price. None today! 

 I painted in tempera on the small panel nude standing by bookcase started last week from 

Charlotte. 

 After Helen made lunch. We both went up to the studio and worked on our panels an 

hour or two. 

 Dinner, and we played with the white rat. Listened to radio dramas. 

 H. phoned and found that “Brud” Ann” and “Mr Chips” the baby had flown back from a 

visit to her mother in Florida. 

--------------------------------- 

List of candidates for mem. ___ Amer. Inst. of Arts & Letters came today. I voted against 

Shinn who somehow got on the list. Who seconded him I know not. 

 Shuster sends by mail a little dobe? house with chimney “Incenso” burner it gives an 

odor of Sanctity. 

 
2155 Sloan is probably talking about Sculptures in Bronze from the Museum’s Collections, which ran from 
November 17, 1950 to January 21, 1951. 
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January 16, 1951 Leaving me comfortably reading in bed Helen this morning went up to the 

Kraushaar Galleries to go over paintings to be considered by Lloyd Goodrich for the Whitney 

Mus. ex of J.S. in 1952. The paintings will last until then! 

 Miss Letteaux posed in the afternoon. Helen says that Goodrich seemed to be greatly 

interested in the showing of 50 pictures in Kraushaar’s stock. 

 In the evening I went to the dinner of the Inst of Arts & Letters attended committee on 

progress. The dinner attended by about 50 members. All candidates on the Art Dept ballot have 

been elected. This includes E. Shinn accidental member of the group called the Eight! I voted 

against him. 

 After the dinner we heard a very wise and witty essay on Wm Faulkner by Francis 

Hackett who read it to the assembly very fine. It should be published by Atlantic Monthly2156. 

 Percy MacKaye and I spoke of Rollin Kirby who lived at the Players Club. A friend of 

mine who left me in a huff over my socialstic turn in about 1909. I told him we would see it 

applied in the world and we did in England. The free country of the world. 

 

January 17, 1951 Miss Letteux posed again today. I had an attack of pain on right side with gas 

and went to bed early. Helen phoned Dr. Hauser in the evening he suggested hot application. We 

used our electric pad. 

 
2156 But WAS IT 
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 Will Shuster sent us a small dobey house into which we placed his small sticks of incense 

of juniper and pinon. He is hoping to be able to sell these. He has been working on the scheme 

for several months. 

 

January 18, 1951 I spent this day in bed without any great pain but with slight fever in the 

evening. 

 H went to the doctors office and had some advice from him. 

 Miss Letteaux came and Helen gave her lunch (I got up for lunch). As miss L. was in 

need of some sleep she gladly deferred her pose until tomorrow. 

 

January 19, 1951 I reamined in bed until lunch time. Miss Letteaux came to lunch with us and 

posed afterward. I made some drawings pretty good and I enjoyed doing them. 

 A Boston artist name Helberstadt2157 came late in afternoon brought his pretty foreign 

born wife. Interested in my linear glaze technique. 

 Not long after dinner I take to my bed again to be careful. 

  

 
2157 Possibly Ernst Halberstadt (1910-?) (https://americanart.si.edu/artist/ernst-halberstadt-2021)  

https://americanart.si.edu/artist/ernst-halberstadt-2021
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January 20, 1951 Orders from Helen keep me in bed until after 2 oclock when she left to take a 

walk and do some shopping. I got up about 3 oclock and did some walking up & down the living 

room. H returned about 4 oclock with some bargains in gloves. 

 I do not feel able to work my eyes and head ache slightly and a general feeling of 

weakness pervades. 

 Aline Rhonie phoned Helen talked with her she hopes to have her mural saved when they 

tear down the Ro......field hangar where it is frescoed. Has hundreds of portraits of old fliers and 

old plane types. A very long session on the phone. 

 Two long phone sessions in the evening kept H. busy. 

 

January 21, 1951 This “virus” which the doctor blames on my present indisposition makes any 

efforts on my part quite futile. 

 So the days go by with little to say about them. 

 No visitors today and nothing to record. 

 

January 22, 1951 Another blank sort of day. I did a good deal of walking up and down the 

living room and last nights hourly use of aspirin with whiskey seems to have improved my 

condition. Reading some in Berenson2158’s latest book and I find him much more coherent on art 

 
2158 Bernard Berenson (1865-1959) American art historian specializing in the Renaissance 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernard_Berenson). Aesthetics, ethics and history in the arts of visual 
representation was published in 1948. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernard_Berenson
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than any writings in explanation of the modernist symptoms of degeneration (“Aesthetics and 

History of Art”). 

 

January 23, 1951 This morning Miss Letteaux posed for us and we made drawings. Helen asked 

Charlotte to stop for lunch with us. She is very appreciative of H’s lunch preparation. She is also 

a great friend of our Mr Rat. 

 Helen went out in the afternoon. She is trying to find some few items that have not been 

given the price raise so generally added in the last 3 or 4 weeks. She spent 3 hours or more and 

got 3 shirts for me and some items for herself. 

 

January 24, 1951 We took it easy in the morning. I worked a while in the studio. Helen is typing 

letters of 1915 written to me by a very interesting redheaded Irish girl Jennie Doyle. I had kept 

them many unread in a package with a copper plate as a disguise! 

 Klonis, Mgr. of A S League phoned inviting a painting by me to an ex of ASL artists at 

the Metropolitan Museum2159. Pictures are to be collected at the League. An article is to be 

written for catalogue. 

 Helen took a negative of my large Nude on Stair2160 to Sunami who photoed it. Klonis 

wants five proofs. 

 
2159 This show was Art Students League—75th Anniversary Exhibition and ran from March 16, 1951 to 
April 29, 1951. 

2160 The Necklace (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1259 
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January 25, 1951 Charlotte posed for us this morning and we started a portrait in her red coat 

and fur piece2161. By us I mean Helen and me. 

 After staying to lunch with us she left for home. An hour or more afterward The phone 

rang and Charlotte told Helen that her little dog “Tippy” had died from a heart attack. He was 

over 13 years old. Of course she is broken hearted. Her only companion. 

 In the evening Howard Rothschild came by invitation to dine with us. We had not seen 

him for a year. He is a bit too much of a dilletant to do much work I fear. 

 Was frightened by the idea of showing me his work. I guess there is little of it. He liked 

some of the panels I showed him. We really like to see him. I fear he has access to too much 

income. 

 
2161 “Charlotte in Red Coat” was painted more freely than some of the other late pictures - fewer 
revisions. I felt this was because the subject was, frankly, more inspiring. The rich variety of 
form, color, texture etc. gave him something different to paint about. And this was the real 
trouble underlying the tension, I felt - the need for new subject material. I had bought some new 
drapes, but this was not getting at the problem deeply enough. We were painting figures & 
portraits again & again in the winter - while the summer landscape work in New Mexico had too 
much “emergency” basis. 

 Talking the problem over with Dr. Hauser here - he agreed that Hanover N.H. would be 
an excellent place for the summers. It had a good hospital, a wholesome & thoughtful society, 
provided new subjects in great variety that were accessible - & walking exercise would be 
interesting. It removed some of the “hazards” of Santa Fe - the temptation to over exertion, the 
isolation, the lack of subjects, & the feeling he was getting that he was treated as an old man or 
“character”. 

 So I wrote John Dickey & asked him to suggest the idea of Hanover to Sloan. He had 
often spoken of this & I needed something specific to “prod” Sloan’s interest (see Feb 15th) 
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January 26, 1951 We got up rather late this morning and soon went out for a walk. The day is 

fine cool and breezy. We went south to 14th and back by 8th Ave. 

 We napped after lunch and about 3.30 we took another walk north to 30th St and back 8th 

Ave. I have needed this walking and I feel better for it. 

 The biography2162 of H.G. Wells2163 is very interesting. H. is reading it thoroly. I read in 

spots. 

 His “late adolescence” reminds me of my early life (post 30) 

  

January 27, 1951 We painted again this morning from Charlotte in a red coat. 

 Helen asked her to stay to lunch which she greatly appreciates. 

 In the late afternoon Joe Pollet called on phone and came in to see us. He’s looking well. 

Tells me that Flo. McCormick is paying his rent.* 

 Also says that he cant afford models the present rate is quite high $5 to $4.50 for 3 hours. 

It is a great luxury. 

 
2162 WHAT BIOGRAPHY IS THIS 

2163 H.G. Wells ______________. I have forgotten the details about Wells but Sloan’s reference 
to himself meant that he was not interested in being involved with women until late - there were 
no “romances”, no crushes, no abortive proposals, etc. The same wisdom about himself that 
kept him from wandering in travel kept him from wandering in behavior. 
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 Joe stayed to supper we had claret and chianti. He spent summer in his summer place at 

Saugerties on Hudson. He sent to the Metropolitan Mus. Art in U.S. ex but was fired. 

 His daughter has written a short novel which has had good notices. 

*Joe has made hay in the sunshine of Florences patronage since I introduced him and suggested 

that she buy a large painting “The Hunt” some three years ago. 

 

January 28, 1951 Helen went out for the Sunday Times. Young photographer (who took some 

photos of me nearly ten years ago, has a group of several amusing photos2164 of artists in the 

Mag section. The picture of John Marin is most terrific looks like an old maid with exhausted 

breasts. I am keeping it it’s indiscribable.2165 

 After lunch “the family” called on us. Dr Farr and Mrs. F. and Ann with her baby boy 

Farr. Dr. Brad F is not entirely recovered from an illness. 

 After dinner (just H. and J.) we went to hear William Warfield Boretone(sp?) whom we 

saw last spring. Town Hall again and a very enthusiastic audience a full house. Mrs Eleanor 

Roosevelt 5th row centre and she applauded thoroughout. He is an assured success. 

 We met his personal manager Larney Goodkind and his wife Karen just for a few 

minutes. 

 
2164 Arnold Neuman, “Men at Work,” New York Times Magazine, January 28, 1951, pp. 12-13. 

Arnold Newman (1918-2006), photographer known for abstract images and portraiture 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnold_Newman)  

2165 Arnold Neuman. JS keeps clipping of Marin photo (see in backpocket of diary) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnold_Newman
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January 29, 1951 We had a shock today. I’m looking over prints preparatory to signing them. 

We found that very many of the proofs E. Roth has printed of the etchings are quite bad. Not at 

all like the specimen prints we had given him. Fully a hundred Dollars worth are not good 

enough to sign. We have paid him on delivery!2166 

 I wrote to Donald Bear in Santa Barbara Cal asking him if he would care to give a 

Memorial Ex. for A. S. Baylinson. His Baylinson’s sister lives in Los Angeles and has a very 

find collection of ASB’s paintings. Sent photos from Mrs. B. 

 

January 30 1951 A clear sunny and quite cold day Altho we are quite snugly kept in our 

apartment. 

 After lunch Helen went up to Dr. Hausers for a treatment. She tells me on her return that I 

must have some anti-influenza shots. It is very prevalent in England. 

 My sister Nan has sent us some proofs of my etchings which she wants me to sign (--- ---

--- unsigned) 

 With Helens wise assistance proposed a statement for the “Nude on Stairs” in catalogue 

of the A.S. League Ex at the Metropolitan Museum. 

 

 
2166 Roth prints unsatisfactory. I think we found that ----- had been doing the printing. Heavy 
inking & heavy pressure. 
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January 31, 1951 A snow covered Chelsea with snow falling (according to radio news) 

extensively. 

 About 10 oclock Berkeley Express called for my painting “Nude on Stairs” to be taken to 

A S League 57th St. where the Met Mus. Ex is being assembled. 

 The snow continued until nearly evening and then became a drizzle. Reports come from 

across the country of severe storm. 

 Sunami delivered 5 prints of his negative of the “Nude on Stairs” in the evening. 

  

February 1, 1951 Worked a short while on the tempera under of portrait of Charlotte. In the 

afternoon I went up to Dr. Hausers 54th St. East to have the first of a series of anti-cold 

injections. 

 Coming home to the Chelsea Helen and [I] decided to go to see an English movie which 

is reputed to be good “Red Shoes”2167 at the Opera house 23rd -- RKO. We went in about 4 

oclock. It was a cinema in color and very rich and full of good photography. Monte Carlo - 

London - Ballet rehearsals. The leading heroine2168 not a very good dancer. The film was worth 

seeing and the foreign settings were of interest to me. 

 We went over to 9th Ave for H. to do her marketing before 6 P.M. 

 

 
2167 The Red Shoes (1948), directed by Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Red_Shoes_(1948_film))  

2168 Moira Shearer (1926-2006) ballet dancer and actress (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moira_Shearer)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Red_Shoes_(1948_film))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moira_Shearer
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February 2, 1951 We painted from Charlotte this morning and she had lunch with us. She still 

mournes her little dog Tippy but can now speak of him! 

 Helen called X J Borile on phone and asked him to come to dinner this evening.  

 We welcomed X.J. at about 6 oclock and got out the bottle of claret. Helen made a 

wonderful meal chicken cornbread succotash salad. We had a good evening. B. left after 1 

oclock. 

 

February 3, 1951 (in upper margin - 10 Weeks NO SMOKING) 

 A very cold day outside. We are kept very comfortable indoors. Charlotte posed this 

morning. I worked very ineffectively this morning. Wiped the head down to the tempera 

underpainting. Helen asked Charlotte to share lunch with us. 

 We did no work in the afternoon. The cold wave is clear across the country. 

 A snow started during the night. 

 

February 4, 1951 Charlotte posed this morning and we went on with the portrait in red coat 

black fur piece. After much trouble I seem to have got the head underway. 

 Charlotte stayed to lunch. 

 The Sun is out and overhead its a beautiful day but underfoot snow & slush. 
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 Railway men are on a “Sick” strike2169 

 The Govt has been operating railways for some six or seven months. Government is 

taxing to the extent of some 75 Thousand Million dollars 

 All prices of food and materials are at the highest point in history. 

 And yet the Gov’t cant increase the wages of these railway men. They have had no 

increase in wages for 3 years! 

   Helen 

 

February 5, 1951 7th Anniversary John S 

 Worked tinkering on an old panel this morning. 

 Helen went out called -- E Roths and asked him over this eve to look over some proofs 

which are not satisfactory. After lunch I took a nap and then an hours promenade on the roof. 

Ernest Roth came in at about 4.30 and stayed to supper with us. He seems quite willing to try 

again on some of the etchings. 

 We enjoyed his visit with us. He is a newly widowed artist and is in that unhappy state in 

which I would have been the last 7 years if Helen had not come out to Sante Fe in February 

 
2169 Unionized train workers went on an unauthorized strike and reported sick from January 30-Feburary 
8, when Truman and the army ordered them back to work. See Analysis of Work Stoppages During 1951, 
US Department of Labor, p.3. 



1408 
 

19432170 and married me on this date in that year. What a thankful and happy man I am that this 

happened to me. 

 

February 6, 1951 Again this morning we worked from Miss Letteaux (Charlotte). I had a 

struggle with the head which is nothing unusual for me. After lunch (Charlotte with us) Helen 

and I took a nap after reading a while. 

 A walk down 8th Ave to 14th St and back on 7th Ave. The day is clear and not cold. 

 Answered letter of John O’Connor Assist Director Carnegie Inst Pittsburg. He inquired 

about my little etching “Wake on the Ferry”. Knows nothing of the painting W. of the Ferry 

which has been in the Phillips Mem. Gallery Washington for many years, of which the etching is 

a paradoy. 

 Many of the railway strikers have returned to work. Some in Chicago St Louis, Peoria are 

still out. 

 A terrible railway wreck2171 on Penn RR at Woodbridge NJ. 30 miles SW of NYC 82 

killed more than 500 injured nothing to do with the strike. A temporary trestle bridge. 

 

February 7, 1951 A very stormy day a gale from the west with rain and some snow at night. 

 
2170 1944 

2171 The Woodbridge train wreck is the deadliest trainwreck in New Jersey history, resulting in 86 deaths 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodbridge_train_wreck).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodbridge_train_wreck
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 In the afternoon 5 PM Marie Wilson (Williams) phoned from Sante Fe gave Helen a 

phone number of her sister which turned out to be wrong (name Drechsel). Helen telegraphed 

asking for a better address and phone number.  

 I have been reading poems by W. Carlos Williams “Collected Later Poems”. I have had a 

feeling that WCW was a good poet, partly because of the criticisms of his work. I am now 

convinced of his great merit. 

 Letter from Teresa Bakos tells us that they have had 16 degrees below Zero in Santa Fe! I 

wish that Joe B. who has keys for Sinagua might think to take a look at our water tanks for 

possible freezing. 

 

February 8, 1951 Charlotte phoned that she could not come this morning. I was well satisfied to 

relax in bed. After lunch I went up to Dr. H’s office and had my second anti cold injection in my 

arm. 

 The day is very cold I wore my old heavy overcoat. It was quite right. 

 Marie Wilson telegraphed her sisters name and telephone no. Helen called twice but got 

no answer. After dinner Helen got Mrs Dreschler on the telephone and had a chat with her. 

 

February 9, 1951 We worked from Charlotte this morning and Helen had her stay to lunch. She 

is very appreciative of these lunches she has with us. “Out of this World!” she calls them. Still 

working on the portrait with black tippet and red coat. 
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 We walked, Helen and I, on the roof of the Chelsea this afternoon for 1/2 hour. Not so 

windy as yesterday but quite cold. 

 In the evening Parvin Starr2172 came to dinner. H. phoned him this morning. We had 

expected Flo. McCormick but she has a severe cold. 

 We like Parvin S. he is a fine tall slim unmarried young man with a very fine position 

with the Port Authority. Has s[t]udied law and engineering also, I think. Keen dark eyes, frank. 

Sandy hair. We had cocktails, rum and cranberry juice and with dinner wine. Glad to know that 

he is not like Nan S. on subject of drink. 

 

February 10, 1951 Worked at the portrait without the model today and as far as the head goes I 

think that it shows more promise. The design and work on the body seem to be on the right track. 

 After lunch we both lay down and napped. 

 Went up to studio where Helen is arranging a sorting for storing the large batch of 

etchings. I worked on the head of the Charlotte, red coat. 

 

February 11, 1951 Again this morning Charlotte posed. We started a small panel seated draped 

figure. But as far as Im concerned the time was wasted. I got no idea of and from the subject. 

 
2172 Parvin Starr Sloan’s cousin once removed. Aunt Agnes Sloan married to his father - who 
was an engineer 
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 In the afternoon Dr Farr and “Mother” came in to call on us but Helen asked them to stay 

for supper. Just a salad etc. They went up stairs to look at our work but I could not face it! 

 Worked a while on my Suzanna and Elderberries panel of a few years back. I am 

improving it I believe. 

 

February 12, 1951 I worked on Suzanna Panel again this morning. 

 Helen went out for a walk for a couple of hours. 

 The weather is a little gloomy today not as cold as we have had during past week. 

 Letter from Marie Williams tells of a trip in her Lincoln (after the M. Smith car failed to 

go) taking Marinobel Smith Wheelock and her M Sister down to Mexico which broke up and M. 

& Sister came back by Bus. They were paying gas & oil expenses! 

 A letter from Mrs J. Stoumbis in our studio says that Marie was the erring party on the 

Mex. trip this news from Marinobel S.!! 

 

February 13, 1951 After my leisurely breakfast Helen cleaned the house and I started working 

on the Suzanna panel (reconsidering). 

 Helen then went up town to meet Madeline Neely and have lunch with her and afterward 

she went to the Civil headquarters American Civil Liberties Union and leave the letter from Miss 

West once of Sante Fe “supt of Art in Schools” now confined by machinations of her sister in an 



1412 
 

Oklahoma institution2173. No hearing or court proceeding etc”. ACLU say they will put it in 

process of investigation. 

 Late in Afternoon, young Robert Templeton back from Florida with enough money to 

keep him 3(?) months and study at League (repaid my loan). Has a sublet apt for $28.00 per 

month (!) amazing price bargain. 

 He hates Miami. Hugo Gellert2174 called asked me to be on an art jury but I begged to be 

spared that. 

 

February 14, 1951 Worked on the old panel “Suzanna and Elder Berries” 

 I took a trip to the doctors for my third injection contra colds. I walked some on the way 

back due to my not noticing my station on the subway. 

 Yolande whom we have not seen since last spring came in late in the afternoon. It was 

“jolly” to see her. She has not yet made acquaintance with a (is it fourth?) husband. She is going 

to pose for us week after next 3 sittings. 

 The Art Committee of Am. Inst Arts & Letters are going to have a get together affair for 

Members of the Art dept. I dont intend to go. Why should artists etc have a party without other 

branches of the membership? 

 

 
2173 WHAT IS THIS 

2174 Hugo Gellert (1892-1985) Hungarian-American illustrator 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugo_Gellert)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugo_Gellert
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February 15, 1951 In the afternoon Helen and I walked downtown. Met Violet Organ just 

outside the Chelsea left her at 23rd St & 6th Ave went as far as 15th St walked back on 7th Ave. 

 Back a Chelsea Helen set me straight on the condition of my heart according to Santa Fe 

Dr. Hansner and N.Y.C. Dr. Hauser. It appears that I must go “very easy.”2175  

 
2175 When Dickey suggested (very tactfully) that he might be interested in a “change of scene,” 
Sloan said he wished he could go, “but we have the houses in Santa Fe.” They were a kind of 
millstone in a way.  

 It had never occurred to him that the altitude could be depressing for him, bad for his 
health. It had never occurred to him that he could not always do any kind of physical work he 
wanted, had the muscular agility to do. The man thought of a drastic change in habits after 30 
years in Santa Fe was shocking - & the psychological “blow” was particularly hard to take in 
connection with his “theory of success” --- about the gold medal & the Whitney. 

 His attitude switched back & forth - from relief that he didn’t have to decide not to go to 
Santa Fe “I’m glad of an excuse not to go” - to wanting to go once more “to clear the places out” 
(which would have been a miserable & depressing summer). 

 He was so proud of his “blacksmith’s heart”. An interne at Doctor’s Hospital, after post-
operative pneumonia in 1941 - had told him he couldn’t have pulled through without it - but that 
it never would be the same again (which was a foolish remark to make to a man of Sloan’s 
temperament). 

 It was hard for him to be reasonable, to use a sense of proportion - to be glad that 
nothing interfered with his work. He was just advised to moderate his speed, to change his 
tempo, to live on a more even rhythm. And he was cooperative about not running for subways 
cars etc when reminded - had no angina again except a slight feeling of pressure in his chest 
once in a meeting when he got excited. He never had any neurotic pains or fear. This shows 
that his attitude was different towards this trouble. He was habitually apprehensive about biliary 
trouble and bronchial colds - because he had experience with these realities. 

 Reading his diaries, with the constant pessimism in reference to the Whitney 
Retrospective, one might think he had a real premonition that his life energy was going. 
Contrary to what might be assumed, that a heart condition caused this - the post mortem 
showed his heart to be in remarkable condition. (He lived the last 30 hours with no pulse 
showing, just the heart overcoming the edema from the aureomycin complication - there was no 
calcium in the aorta. 

 He created this psychological depression with his theory about success, & drove himself 
using Yeats’ words “I’m an old man in a hurry” - and for a reason I never discoverd, the age of 
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 We talked it over and I think have decided to quit Santa Fe.2176 

I have been losing interest for many years. The pop. of town has grown to more than 

30,000, and we have no friends probably because we did not want them! I’m not a friend 

maker?! Coincidently we have a letter from Pres. J.S. Dickey of Dartmouth College asking us to 

come up there for a visit or to rent an apartment and stay for longer. Two months out of N.Y.C is 

plenty. I have never wanted more, and now that the Santa Fe highness is not beneficial it will be 

well to be jarred from the habit of going there. 

 What have I to do with the City royal of the Holy Faith of St Francis? Now really! 

 

 
80 was a goal he wanted to reach. He was almost superstitious about it - because immediately 
after this he began over again. 

 Melancholy days for me now as I read over these late diaries. It can be seen that 
pessimism had to be combatted with common sense & faith. And meanwhile he was painting far 
more than he records - pictures that are fresh & luminous and superbly organized. The values of 
tone & color have a purity like music - there is no “slipping” in the work - and as the spring came 
with more painting accomplished, his tension was less 

 2176Sloan was really upset to think of giving up Santa Fe. He said the doctor should have been 
“man enough” to tell him, “Not leave it to my wife”. Why had he not been told last summer? etc. 
“I want to save every speck of dust from that house!” 

 Later, the eye doctor, suggesting another operation, told me Sloan could not focus eyes 
together when tested in office. A mental effort of will that he could work. “I’m going blind!” 

 No, it did not mean that. He was distressed that the doctor left it to his “wife to tell me.” 

 The Whitney Retrospective upset him more than anything. Mrs. F--- had told him he was 
to have the first, then it was changed to Kunyoshi, etc. He was hurt (K. chosen, because not a 
citizen, he needed recognition, & it avoided selection of one artist over another) - (see re Gorky 
note January 1951) - retrospective?) 
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February 16, 1951 Not out of bed until after 3 oclock. We more or less celebrated our resolve to 

quit Santa Fe. 

 I have qualms but I think the move will be proper and right for my health. 

 We took a walk in the afternoon a clear cool day. The N.Y. streets (apart from the autos) 

are attractive altho’ not at all like they were forty years ago. 

 Helen wrote to Anna Moskowitz. They are in Mexico - offering our “Sinagua” to them 

for this summer and posing the idea that Ira does some packing and shipping of items to us in 

N.Y.C. 

 

February 17, 1951 We cut up 4 pieces of 8 ft x 4 ft of Masonite “Presdwood” (Helen laid them 

out and did much of the sawing! I’m a semi-invalid(?)(!) 

 Helens school teacher friend Sarah Keyser came to have lunch with us and afterward took 

Helen to see a musical comedy “Out of this World”2177 with Charlotte Greenwood2178. H. reports 

that is very good as “musicals” go. Good dancing, and music by Cole Porter. 

 I worked for a couple of hours or more2179 and then lay me down to rest. Helen home 

before 5.30 

 
2177 Out of This World premiered in 1950 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Out_of_This_World_(musical))  

2178 Charlotte Greenwood (1890-1977) actress and vaudevillian of stage and screen 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlotte_Greenwood)  

2179 Sloan was “exposed” to city subject matter - and he watched me paint many little pictures of 
subways, restaurants, etc. But He was not in the habit of “seeing” pictures of things in 
movement (for many years his eyes had troubled him - the double-vision made it hard for him to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Out_of_This_World_(musical))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlotte_Greenwood
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February 18, 1851 My breakfast in bed was interrupted by a phone call to Helen from Agatha 

Bell in Staten Island asking us to spend the day with them. We got away at once. The day is a 

remarkable Spring like one. We enjoyed the Ferry trip and Spike Bell and Agatha met us in their 

car. We started at once a ride around the Island. The Eastern section was all new to us. 

Tottenville and the extensive old section near the Kill von Kull old houses of every type. I was 

really amazed. This scrambled antiquity so near N.Y. City. We rode nearly 2 hours. Back at their 

home perched on the heights near the narrows Agatha gave us a nice lunch and then we all took a 

nap. Later with “Rusty” their big Irish setter we took a walk about the near neighborhood. I feel 

interested especially in new places on account of our coming change from Santa Fe. 

 A good dinner with roast beef! and then we watched their Television. Very tiring to eyes. 

We were home from a very good day by 10.30. 

 
 

focus on things in space) - he was not in the habit of making compositions of this kind, wanting 
his experience, his reference material, his subject matter - in a more permanent & accessible 
condition than a brief memory. And he could not fill in the missing information with models as 
Rubens & other mural painters did. He was not a designer but always designed from life. Even 
when he posed the model to get geometrical order, he was willing to let what “happened” as a 
better design lead him on. 

 If it had been right for him to paint figure compositions in the last 20 years, he would 
have done it - he would have wanted to, & not eliminated it from his yearning(?). That he talked 
of it in reference to the critics’ disdain for his other subject matter, shows that he reconsidered 
the matter seriously. 

 If he had painted some in the 30’s - he might have been “in the habit” in the 40’s when 
we were working together. 

 He always said that there had been an emotional interest in the beginning of the city 
pictures that lasted, was sustained until the picture was finished. A kind of intense feeling that 
could not be maintained while carefully building up a more thoughtful concept. 
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February 19. 1951 A dull and gray day. H. went out shopping in the morning. 

 I found nothing to do feeling rather “low”. 

 Helen wrote Teresa Bakos this evening telling her that we are not going to Santa Fe this 

summer. Invited to stay at Dartmouth, Hanover N.H. Doctors advice of last fall and this winter. 

 

February 20. 1951 Charlotte posed for us this morning. I was not in form to do anything worth 

while. Helen made a nice tempera underpainting. Charlotte stayed to lunch with us. She was 

pleased to hear of our decision to stay East this summer. 

 Late in the afternoon Harry and Maria Wickey called on us. They come to N.Y.C by 

automobile. Her father died and they (she & sister) are going to sell the old house. Harrys studio 

home they will keep and live in. 

 They left and Mrs. S. (who writes for the “Chelsea” paper small local adv. medium) 

followed and interviewed us as to summer plans and general news of Chelsea neighborhood Old 

days from 1905 to 1912 on 23rd Street. 

 She was quite entertaining with her accounts of her researches in the past. 

 Helen made a nice dinner after our visitor left. 

 We liked Harry W.’s appreciation of ___ of our work. 

 

February 21, 1951 Helen went marketing this morning after I got up at about 10 o’clock. 
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 After lunch in a driving rain I went to Dr. Hausers where the girl operator gave me my 

fourth shot to prevent colds. 

 I am to take an “anti flu” shot a week from now. 

 In the evening Irena Padover followed a little later by Saul, who is a professor at the New 

School of Social Research. We had a big turkey for dinner. (All meats are so extremely high in 

price that H. got turkey @ 59 [cents] a pound to save on the long run). Irena is so very 

enthusiastic over my new paintings and very intelligent on art. We had a very pleasant evening. 

They left before 11 oclock. 

 The rain lasted all day. 

 

February 22, 1951 Painted from Charlotte in the morning. Helen asked her to lunch. We rested 

for an hour or so afterward and then took a walk. The day is beautifully clear with a good deal of 

wind. 

 Out 23rd to 6th Ave to 14th back by 7th Ave. 

 Another nap before Helen proposed supper. 

 

February 23, 1951 Another nice clear day. We took a walk in the morning. 

 I worked on the Suzanna panel which I believe is improving. 
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February 24, 1951 

Helen’s Birthday 1911  

We went for a walk bright and sunny crisply cold. A cloudy sky swept over and we were 

quite cold. Later the sky became clearer open clouds. A young girl model and secretary came in 

after phoning Miss Lloyd? Said she had worked for Leon Kroll also had lived 2 years in Tucson 

Ariz. We told her to come next Saturday morning. She has secretarial job also. 

 Writing later I must note that the model phoned us to say that her mother is very ill must 

see her! Leaving town etc. What? 

 

 February 25, 1951 A beautiful mild morning. 

 We painted from Miss Letteaux this morning small standing panel. After lunch to which 

Helen asked Charlotte we rested a while and then took a good walk across town to the 

Stuyvesant Town buildings and went to Dr. Hollon Farr and Ann for a nice dinner. Dr. Charles F 

and Helens mother also there and they drove us home in a new Studebaker. 

 The little boy “Chips” was quite appreciative of my efforts at his entertainment. I was 

pleased as here-tofore he has remained a bit aloof. 
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February 26, 1951 This morning Yolande Von Resema posed for us. I had a panel started a year 

ago or more. She wore a pretty droopy hat.2180 Helen made a nice start on a panel. We both 

worked in tempera. 

 In the afternoon after having Yolande as a guest to lunch I lay down to have a nap. Helen 

went marketing and I took a walk on the roof for 1/2 hour. 

 In the evening the Harry Neely’s came to dinner. Madeline was in very good spirits. She 

has had a very important promotion in her job with a big architectural firm who have orders on 

the new hydrogen bomb enterprise of Govt. They both seem quite happy over prospects. 

 

February 27, 1951 This morning I had an appointment with the doctor. We went together and 

finding that I would not be attended to until after 1 oclock we walked to a Chinese restaurant and 

had a nice meal. We walked back to 54th St. and then had such) a wait at Doctors office. In turn I 

had a good check up he says Im in quite good form. Advises more walking for me. Helen and I 

walked all the back to the Chelsea at 23rd Street. 

 We had a nice snack with cup of Postum and a “stick”. 

 Later, after I napped awhile we had our supper. 

 

 
2180 “Yolande in Blue” which Walter Pach thought the finest picture in the Whitney Retrospective. 

 I think he feels the “Venus & Faun” the noblest of all (in Kraushaar Ex. 1952) 
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February 28, 1951 Vivacity itself in the person of Yolande posed again this morning her 

running river of talk and movement to accompany it make her a difficult subject to paint. 

 She stayed to lunch and entertained. 

 In the afternoon we had a visit from a young student Mr. Hall who attends the League on 

the G.I. basis and seems to think that talking with me helps. He was here last winter. I have seen 

no work of his and perhaps should not give him my time. Helen asked Mary Roberts to come 

over to dine with us and we always find her memories to be interesting. 

 

March 1, 1951 Helen went shopping this morning and I painted on the composition & 

surroundings of the Yolande picture. 

 The Santa Fe paper has a short notice written by W. Shuster speaking of our not coming 

out there this summer. This of course tips off burglars and vandals to the fact that our “Sinagua” 

is unguarded! 

 

March 2, 1951 Yolande again this morning and we did our best to paint which with her exciting 

presence was not so good. We entertained her at lunch or rather vice versa. She is really great fun 

but a tough proposition to portray. 

 In the evening X.J. Barile came to dine as usual he had a bottle of Chianti with him which 

we drank with the good meal H. made, with corn bread which is a great hit with X.J.B. 
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March 3, 1951 Helen is finishing some nine or ten plain wood frames coating with Casein in 

brick red Shellac next and then sizing and laying Dutch metal and alluminium leaf. A good job 

she does - clever with her little hands. 

 I worked on the portrait of Yolande peacefully in her absence and I think I am getting 

something.  

 I also carried on the little panel of Charlotte started last year near finished in fact. Red hat 

fan in hand paintings on the mantel back of her. 

 We had a good lunch made from a can of Chinese Chop Suey augmented cleverly by 

Helen with peas etc. good! 

 A letter from A--- Reed says that she had Joe think our idea of skipping old Santa Fe this 

summer is a good one. 

 

March 4, 1951 Waited upon by Helen as usual I stayed in bed until noon. 

 She went out for the Sunday Times and made lunch later. 

 She has gilded & silvered 9 frames. They are still to be toned and will look fine. Our 

vacuum cleaner pulled up the chips of metal leaf in a jiffy. 

 

March 5, 1951 Yolande posed in the morning. I am scared and painting very timidly (a good 

way to paint). 
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 We walked in the afternoon. 

 In the evening Walter Pach came to dinner and entertained us as usual with his memories. 

He has his transportation for Greece and his friend Leo Constant2181 ? is arranging for his 

entertainment by friends in Constants homeland. 

 

March 6, 1951 A great day. 

 With Helen I walked for an hour. 

 Helen has made an engagement with Dr. Guy to give me an exam next Thursday. 

 The public Library M________ Branch has got a copy of Italian Painting The Creators of 

the Renaissance pub in Switzerland by Albert Skira Venturi2182 notes. A beautiful lot of color 

reproductions. How much better all art might have been if this good color repro. had been 

possible 2 or 3 hundred years ago! It makes me regret my false start altho it was better than 

average Perhaps? 

 

March 7, 1951 Helen went up to the Art St. League with a drawing I am donating for an auction. 

 I painted on Yolande until Helen came and joined me after her morning cleaning 

operations. 

 
2181 Unknown. 

2182 Italian Painting, vol. 1: The Creators of the Renaissance, by Lionello Venturi and Rosabianca Skira-
Venturi, published by Albert Skira in 1950. 
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 In the evening Mrs. Antoinette Kraushaar came to dine with us. After dinner we showed 

her some paintings and in a general way she was interested in the work. She speaks especially of 

of the later Sante Fe Landscapes. 

 

March 8, 1951 Charlotte posed in the morning and H. asked her to lunch. 

 At 3 oclock we rode up town I stopped at Dr. Guy’s to have my eyes checked. My left 

one has been a little off lately. 

 Helen walked to Kraushaars and back to the Doctors where she met me. Young Rob. 

Templeton is consulting the eye doctor has one very poor eye. He is working at the Art Students 

League in Bouche’s class. B. is away. 

 Helen and I walked to Kraushaars and saw an Ex. of Bouche’s2183 painting. Very sure on 

the spot looking records some have a charm. 

 John Barber is in town phoned Helen asked him to dinner. He is, perhaps, too enthusiastic 

over my new works. Any way its nice to hear a man of his experience living in Italy etc. stretch a 

few kind words to enthusiasm. He returns home to Philadelphia tonight. 

 

March 9, 1951 I worked on the Yolande portrait today giving it a “live textural glaze.” She says 

she likes it very much. 

 
2183 Louis Bouché (1896-1969) painter, muralist (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Bouch%C3%A9). 
Kraushaar records list this show as being in Feburary of 1951. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Bouch%C3%A9
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 Helen went out in the morning marketing and errands. 

 Yolande stayed to lunch with us. She is excited animated and talkative to an amazing 

degree. No one could be more difficult to portray. 

 In the evening Ruth Martin and her “boss” Mr. Glover came to dinner brought flowers 

and wine and Helen had for us a delicious chicken cooked in her Dutch oven delicately flavored 

by a good “stuffing.” 

 We looked at pictures after dinner. Ruth is ‘thinking of’ investing in some other of my 

works. She is a fine?? example of a collector who does without luxuries & extras to pay for her 

collec of (mostly my own) paintings. 

 

March 10, 1951 We eased off today after we had taken a walk in the morning which was Sunny 

Clear and Cold a beautiful day a bit windy! 

 After lunch Helen went at preparing calculating and producing our income tax papers for 

1950. We have guessed too high and already have paid more than we owe. So will get a refund! 

 Billy Bomar got back to the Chelsea today. He left Italy in August and spent summer and 

fall in his home in Texas with trips elsewhere. He had subleased his studio here. He was delayed 

by sickness of his grandmother and a month ago came through pneumonia himself. He looks 

well now and says he is glad to be back. 
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March 11, 1951 We took a walk. The day is cold and windy and gray. But it changes in the 

afternoon and the sun comes out, but we did not go out again. 

 In the afternoon Helen worked on sorting and wrapping up the printed etchings ready to 

store them up for the far far future when they may be perhaps wanted. 

 I worked on the background of the portrait of Yolande. 

 In the evening H. finished up her work on our Income Tax return. 

 

March 12, 1951 I painted and Helen and Charlotte posed for a group picture. Helen back of 

Charlotte trying a necklace on her. It makes an interesting start. We kept Charlotte for lunch and 

before it was over B. Bomar dropped by for a cup of tea and met C. for the first time. 

 

March 13, 1951 Worked for a while in the morning on the duo picture of Helen & Charlotte 

started yesterday. Helen is doing a larger batch of wash. Her little machine does good work and 

with her assistance it saves its cost at a great rate. 

 Helen went to lunch with Henrietta Buchnast--- after serving me my own. I rested for an 

hour afterward and then went up again and worked for two hours and a half. 

 Before dinner Don Freeman phoned and later came in to see us. He is living out of town 

at Westport, Conn. renting a house. He tells us that he has lost his rather dependable job of a 

Theatrical Cartoon for the Sunday Times. He and Lydia are publishing a childs book. He gave us 
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an early proof copy. Simple and funny with good color drawings the title “Chuggy, and the little 

Caboose.” 

 

March 14, 1951 I remained in bed until nearly noon. Helen is feeling a little sore in her throat. 

She rested in the morning But after our lunch and a rest she went at ironing. 

 In the evening we went to the opening of the A. St. League 75th Anniversary Ex2184 at 

the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Throngs of students ex students & friends were present and we 

met a few friends surprisingly few I felt. The Ex of 75 artists associated with the ASL since 1875 

was of considerable interest. My own Nude2185 at foot of Stairs2186 seemed to be worthy. (The 

reproduction in Catalogue was very much too white etched out in lights (sp?) !) 

 I have not regarded the work of Kenyon Cox as of any importance at all. Bad 

academicism. But He knows something of the proper physical technical use of paint. His 

painting here seems to be perfect in present condition of color and surface. So many works of his 

period have darkened and become dingy thro’ bad use of paints & medium. 

 
2184 A list of works in this show can be found here: 
http://libmma.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16028coll12/id/437  

2185 Sloan felt the greatest value of this Ex. to be the opportunity for comparison of contemporary 
work with the noble standards of the masters. In a glance of the eye from Norman Rockwell to 
Jon Steen & Vemeer etc. His own picture was hung next to a large doorway, so one’s eye 
passed on to Rubens, El Greco, Goya, Valesquez. He wanted to improve the drawing of the 
raised arm in his picture. The evening was too crowded for a severe appraisal. 

 Books at home were easier to study, & he spent many evenings with Mantegna(sp?), 
Donatello, Carpaccio, Fouquet, Rubens, etc. 

2186 Nude at Foot of Stairs (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 970 

http://libmma.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16028coll12/id/437
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 The masterpieces of the Met collection in the surrounding galleries prove that there is no 

progress in Art. 

 A small orchestra was on hand. Our ears must be filled at all times! 

 Henri portrait of Miss Stein2187 looked very fine. One of Bellows best family groups2188. 

A good K.H. Miller Nude seated2189. Jose de Creeft(?) sculp. Maternity2190 very fine. 

 

March 15, 1951 I worked in the morning advancing the tempera underpainting of the necklace 

panel. 

 In the afternoon Charlotte posed but Helen did not feel like working. She has a touch of 

throat trouble. I painted on the panel of the two She and Helen trying on bead necklace. Helen 

later got at her ironing! 

 After supper this evening Walter Pach with his friend Miss Bell came to see us and we 

showed her quite a number of our paintings. She has been a student at Baylinson’s studio class. 

Walter goes south to lecture and returns a few days before leaving for Brussels and later Greece. 

 (Federal Income Tax Report for last year and estimated declaration for this year must be 

filed today - note at bottom of calendar page - with Done by Helen!) 

 
 

2187 Robert Henri, Young Woman in White (1904) National Gallery of Art 

2188 George Bellows, Emma and Her Children (1923) Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

2189 Kenneth Hayes Miller, Seated Nude (where??) 

2190 José de Creeft, Maternity, Metropolitan Museum of Art 
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March 16, 1951 Helen called at the office of our Hotel Chelsea doctor to have her throat treated. 

She has had a sore throat for about three days. 

 I worked on the duo panel of Charlotte & Helen still in tempera. After lunch I took an 

hours rest and then went at the background of the Yolande in blue panel which is giving me 

trouble deciding on color of background. 

 Helen went at her ironing before and after her making our supper. She sticks at it in spite 

of her cold. 

 A letter from Mr. Mayshark(?) in Santa Fe says he has heard that we would not be in 

“Sinagua” this summer and would like to rent it for two months while he is finishing his house 

next hill east of ours. 

 A postcard from Teresa in California says that Mayshark was robbed of 700.00 worth of 

lumber. 

 

March 17, 1951 This morning both Helen and Charlotte came at about 10.30 A.M. Helen is 

feeling better and dressed in her red dress with apron. Charlotte is wearing a low cut green waist. 

Helen asked Charlotte to dine with us.  

 I worked alone for a while in the afternoon. Lay down a while after lunch and again after 

working. 

 I then took a long brisk walk equivalent of 36 blocks (short up and down town) never 

further from the Chelsea than 20th and 10th Ave. 
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 I got rid of an attack of gas this morning so that I didnt start to paint until 11.10 A.M. 

 A good book2191 of Veronese repros in color printed in Milan by Pizzi New York ____ 

Transbook Co. New York. 

 The Kefauver Crime Investigating Committee2192 is on TV and of course the sales of that 

instrument have increased during this week! 

 

March 18, 1951 Charlotte posed 10 to 1 oclock and Helen gave us lunch. After a rest H. and I 

took a good walk up to 34th St - 6th Ave back by 8th Ave. A Nice clear brisk day. We 

specializing in our walks on look at North light windows, considering them as possible studios. 

We have no intention of moving. 

 

March 19, 1951 This morning Yolande posed for the portrait in red trimmed hat and blue dress. 

I repainted the background yesterday and I worked on the hands today. I think it about finished 

and asked Yolande to come next Friday about 11 oclock. 

 After lunch we rested and later took a walk. The day is gray and rather cool. 

 
2191 Giuseppe Delogu’s Veronese fits Sloan’s description. It was published in 1950. 

2192 The Kefauver Committee was initiated by Senator Estes Kefauver of Tennessee to investigate multi- 
and interstate organized crime 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate_Special_Committee_to_Investigate_Crime_in_Inter
state_Commerce). The hearings of the committee were broadcast on television in March 1951 and were 
watched by 30 million Americans 
(https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/investigations/Kefauver.htm)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate_Special_Committee_to_Investigate_Crime_in_Interstate_Commerce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate_Special_Committee_to_Investigate_Crime_in_Interstate_Commerce
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/investigations/Kefauver.htm
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 Helen made tea when we returned and I went up and worked a while on the large nude on 

yellow sheet amending the sheet in places. This was painted 3 or 2 years ago. 

 Helen made as usual a very good dinner chopped beef with mushrooms and ravioli. 

 The Kefauver Committee is investigating gambling and crime overlords and the MGM. 

Radio Station is broadcasting the hearings. Very informing. 

 

March 20, 1951 Pampered by my Helen girl as usual. I lay in bed after breakfast therein until 

9.30 or so. 

 I went at painting in the studio while H. went out and brought home raw wood frames. 

She used a taxi and later gave them each a coat of “(sp?) Sani/Semi-flat”. 

 I painted on the large nude on yellow spread with small dog on chair. Also, I did some 

work in my change of the “Suzanna and Elderberries” panel started some 9 or 10 years ago. 

 After lunch I rested a while and then H. and I took a good walk. A beautiful day. We 

walked to 4th Ave. Sat for a short while in Madison Square. 

 The now finished north section of the Metro Life Co building is a fine piece of modern 

architecture. The law which orders buildings to drop back from street, as they increase in 

height2193, is back of the improvement as much as the ideas of architects. 

 

 
2193 The 1916 Zoning Resolution in NYC was designed to prevent skyscrapers from blocking light and air 
from the street level, which led to skyscraper upper levels being set back from the street, getting thinner 
as they got taller (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1916_Zoning_Resolution).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1916_Zoning_Resolution
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March 21, 1951 We took two, mile each, walks today. Toward evening I began to sneeze and 

Helen attacked the throat with this and that and hot claret, etc. 

 

March 22, 1951 Rested in bed during the morning. My cold symptoms seem to have left me. 

Spent the day in apprehension and a sort of vague preparation for my talk at the ASL this 

evening.2194 

 After dinner at about 7.30 Helen and I went to 57th St. by Subway and waited in the 

Klonis’s office until an audience assembled. W. Pach with Mrs Bell was there. Professional 

speaker! Once on the platform my fears left, as usual and the performance was very well 

received. I attacked the non objective abstract. From abstract, to abstruce, to absurd (I used it 

once before). Suggested that the letters of ART might be rearranged starting with R making a 

special term for the Nonobjective products so plentyful in the National Show at the Metrop2195. 

Regretted that W Glackens was (in the League Ex at the Met) represented by his inferior “Chez 

 
2194 Sloan asked me to wear his Mother’s wedding ring “for good luck” when he lectured this time 
(the last). 

 As usual, he had been upset before hand and worried about content of the lecture. But 
this year & once last year before talking, he tried to convince himself that he was forgetting 
names, & words. As soon as he was on the platform his “presence” was in command: In fact, 
this evening he spoke with more calm than the past several years. And was “cured” of thinking 
he was forgetting names & words. 

 He never forgot anything except social engagements he wanted to forget. He neglected 
to cross T’s sometimes & he had always been inexpert with names, but he had no symptoms of 
senility, no “lapses”, no loss of tone in his interest - no loss of originality in the concepts of his 
pictures. He never became “conservative”, fearful - (nor did he become stupidly radical out of 
ignorance or inability to reassess ideas) 

2195 What??? 
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Mouquin”2196. He did twenty or more years of beautiful colorful work before he died. I 

wondered if my own fate will be the same. In this ex however I made the selection and sent 

“Nude at foot of stairway”. 

 I gave photography my disrespects (as usual). Wondered what became of the snap flash 

photos made at public gatherings. Spoke of the photo of _____ for at the League Metro Ex. 

Much surprised to be handed a proof of this photo by the young man who had been flashing 

snaps during my talk (Mr. Gee)2197. A good picture by the way. After Klonis took a group of us 

to Schrafts and I had 3 good Irish whiskies. Met an etcher & pen draftsman named Grant 

Reynard2198 -made drawings for PM. which I had noticed in past years. He brought us back to 

the Chelsea in his car. Nice wife. 

 An attractive girl2199 introduced herself. Daughter of Joel Rivaldo2200 who had a night 

spot on 41st near Times Square in past years frequented by artists (Fornaro2201, DeLayas2202 etc). 

She wants to fetch Joel, now 80 yrs., to see us soon. 

 
2196 William Glackens, At Mouquin’s, 1905, Art Institute of Chicago  

2197 Weegee was in his early fifties at the time, so probably not the “young man” Sloan mentions. 
Unknown. 

2198 Grant Reynard (1887-1968) printmaker and illustrator 
(https://library.syr.edu/digital/guides/r/reynard_gt.htm)  

2199 Unknown. 

2200 Unknown. 

2201 Probably Carlo de Fornaro (1872-1949) 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Carlo_De_Fornaro/10013551/Carlo_De_Fornaro.aspx)  

2202 Unknown. Possibly Sloan is spelling the name wrong. 

https://library.syr.edu/digital/guides/r/reynard_gt.htm
http://www.askart.com/artist/Carlo_De_Fornaro/10013551/Carlo_De_Fornaro.aspx
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 Lloyd Goodrich of Whitney Mus who is planning J.S ex was in the audience & taking 

note. 

 

March 23, 1951 Worked on the “Yolande in Blue”. She came in about 11 and I gave her four 

etchings as a memento of the sittings and chattings she has given me. She accepted them not as 

remuneration. She had an engagement for lunch. 

 Helen is gilding and silvering some seven frames between her other chores. 

 In the afternoon after phoning Maurice Becker came to interest me in a protest over the 

covering of Orozco murals2203 in the New School of Social Research. Claiming that diners 

objected to them as environment. I told him that if he could interest Artists Equity I would lend 

“my name”! 

 Rather late after dinner Walter Pach visited us to say farewell before flying to Belgium in 

a day or two. From there he goes to Greece and after an undetermined period, on to that dear 

Paris. 

 We took quite a long walk before Becker called. 

 

March 24, 1951 I worked on my group panel of Helen trying on necklace on Charlotte. 

 
2203 The artist José Clemente Orozco (1883-1949), a Mexican social realist painter, created a mural about 
“universal brotherhood” at the New School in 1931 that garnered controversy due to its inclusion of Lenin 
and Stalin. During the 1950s Red Scare, the murals were partially covered with a curtain, resulting in 
protests (https://www.newschool.edu/university-art-collection/re-imagining-orozco-new-school-murals/). 

https://www.newschool.edu/university-art-collection/re-imagining-orozco-new-school-murals/
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 Helen posed for an hour or so. At the same time she went on laying Dutch metal leaf on 

the frames she is preparing with a view of the Whitney Museum showing next year. 

 This weeks “Life” has a fine series of color reproductions of the famous Gruewoald2204 

(sp?) Alterpiece2205. A great work in design & drawing (graphic expression) but not a work of 

great color quality, I think. 

 

March 25, 1951 Charlotte came this morning. I worked on the Helen & Charlotte panel. Helen 

was working on her frames and they are looking fine. 

 Charlotte stayed to lunch. We lay down for an hour or more then started out on our walk. 

We went south on 7th Ave to 11th Street then went to Eigth Avenue and home. We think it 

equals to about 35 blocks! Dr & Mrs Farr came to dinner in the evening. Helen cooked a chicken 

in the Dutch oven and it was very good indeed. We showed some of our work afterward. They 

left rather early. 

 

March 26, 1951 While Helen went on with her gilding of frames I worked with Charlotte on the 

panel “Trying on the Necklace” (if that be its title?) 

 Helen asked Charlotte to lunch with us and then I took a short nap and rested (after 4 

hours work) while H. went upstairs and worked on the frames. 

 
2204 Matthias Grünewald (c. 1470-1528), German painter of religious subjects 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthias_Gr%C3%BCnewald)  

2205 “An Altarpiece of the Easter Miracle,” LIFE Magazine, March 26, 1951, pp. 75-85 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthias_Gr%C3%BCnewald
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 Later we went by subway down to the optical shop and ordered a new glass ground for 

my left eye. 

 We walked all the more than 3 miles back to the Chelsea. We stopped and had tea and a 

cake at a café and rested a bit. 

 Helen went at her frames again and I rested a while then went up and did a little work on 

the two with the necklaces. 

 Henry Neely is having trouble with an old crush in his forehead result of a gas engine 

explosion years ago. Helen spoke to her father (surgeon) about it and phoned Madeline Neely to 

night, advising her. 

 

March 27, 1951 This morning we got under way rather early. A handy man Thorsen from the 

Whitney Museum came to assist us in getting out canvases ready for inspection by Lloyd 

Goodrich. Goodrich who comes Thursday. 

 He is to go on with his selections for the Museums large ex. of my life work. I hope that 

he will give adequate showing of my late works. 

 We paid Thorsen 5.00 for his work 1-1/2 hours for lunch and finished before 4 P.M. 

Beside his pay from the Museum. 
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March 28, 1951 Today Helen got out many of the framed pictures from the racks in the studio 

and arranged the room with the stacks of unframed canvases so that the selective work of Lloyd 

Goodrich would be facilitated. 

 I took no part in this work but did some cleaning of canvases and got into trouble in 

cleaning the rather large (for me) canvas Busses in Washington Square2206 which without my 

remembering the fact, had some glazing on it.2207 It is chiefly direct painting. The glazing let go 

and though I will be able to replace it and perhaps improve it it will require careful attention. 

 We are both tired. Helen justly I rather dismally by the end of the day. 

 

March 29, 1951 This morning 9.30 we were ready to greet Mr. Goodrich and Miss Irvine from 

the Whitney Mus. of Amer Art. 

 A hard day of a good deal of interest. L. G. is indefatigable in his interested attention to 

the examination of paintings. He declares himself to be astonished at the amount and variety and 

quality of my work. I have known of course, that few museum personell knew my work of the 

last 25 years, except very superficially and incompletely. 

 
2206 Busses in the Sqaure (location unknown) Elzea 755 

2207 “Busses in the Square” had been a rather dull picture - there was not enough “light” under 
the glazes, as it was not planned for glazing. 

 Sloan completely repainted it in tempera now (some oil glazing after this), making a 
“new” picture of it. The final picture has twice the “spring” in it - as tho’ the drawing & and color 
notes had been his “experience” with nature - his model, used to touch ground for a more 
ingenous concept. (He did go back to study the place too) 
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 They with Helen worked until 1 oclock went to lunch back at 1.30 and worked until 

nearly 5 P.M. This G. says is just the first exam. of the framed paintings. He will look at 

unframed canvasses tomorrow and later come again next week to review and decide tentatively. 

He says he wants 85 works with the etchings and some drawings. I wish he would take 125 or 

so! 

 Lillian Robbins (now Drake)2208 whose parties during prohibition days I knew has a first 

ex of her works at the A.C.A. gallery next week. Havent seen her for years. 

 L. Goodrich tells me that the German artist2209 said that we artists should be thankful to 

the Critics. After we pass on they ascribe all our bad works to poor imitators! 

 

March 30, 1951 A very trying day with Lloyd Goodrich and Miss Irvine. He went over the some 

250 pictures that we Helen & I had set out for him. 

 He seems to be very thorough and seems tireless in his attention to the pictures. He is 

placing them in lots and Miss Irvine is making notes. 

 When they left at about 4.30 we were exhausted Helen particularly does much of the 

lifting around. 

 I started to make tempera restorations in the large pictures “Busses in the Square” which 

fared rather badly when I tried cleaning it. 

 
2208 Cannot find information. 

2209 WHO  
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 I feel sure that it is a lucky thing for the picture as it had darkened a great deal. 

 

March 31, 1951 All morning and in the early morning and afternoon I went on with the tempera 

restoration on the “Busses in the Square” and it is getting on well.  

 Late in the afternoon we walked down to Greenwich Village and strolled about turning 

back to 14th Street and walked east to Broadway then back. The Saturday crowd was very 

interesting wonderfully strange and some beautiful types. We found an interesting little bar on 

13th St. and had beer with stout. very good! We then went to our engagement with George & 

Eliz Hamlin at 30 Fifth Ave. They are both poorly and seem to be nearly confined to the house. 

Their friend Mr S____2210 the Swift ex Maitre d’Hotel now retired and married to a tall 

interesting Swiss girl2211. 

 

April 1, 1951 In doors all day except that I took a walk of 45 minutes on the roof. 

 I worked on the tempera overpainting of the “Busses” canvas. It will be improved over 

the first condition which had grown yellowed. 

 Put in fully five hours before and after lunch and took a nap during the afternoon. 

 

April 2, 1951 Working again on the “Busses” canvas still in tempera. 

 
2210 Unknown. 

2211 Unknown. 
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 Two & a half hours in the morning and over 3 hours in the afternoon. 

 In the evening Bob Templeton came in to say good bye. He must go out to his home on 

Iowa and work on the farm this summer. Two of his brothers have been taken for the army. A 

war is in the making. Korea is still unconquered. 

 

April 3, 1951 Lloyd Goodrich of the Whitney Museum staff came with Miss Irvine and they 

went on with the selection from my works. It is rather a trying ordeal for me and I decided to 

stay out of the studio while Goodrich is at work. He is very conscientious and says he likes to 

look at paintings. He is covering my work chronologically. I am most interested naturally in my 

work of the last 22 years. 

 We H. and I took a walk in the afternoon. 

 

April 4, 1951 L. Goodrich got to work before 10 AM and leaving Helen to help him if he needed 

it, I went up to Dr. Reileys dental office and had an Xray examination. I am to return on Friday. 

 After Goodrich had gone and we had our lunch I rode down to the opticians workshop on 

Fulton St to get my glasses modified. I left my reading glasses to be changed in the same way. 

Walked a mile and a half of the way home. 
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 Did some work on a panel nude and parrokeets - if that be its name changing background 

& floor carpet.2212 

 A man who did book binding for me some 30 years ago A.J. Hulling2213 called on phone. 

He says he is one year younger than I! He is coming on Saturday to call. 

 

April 5, 1951 Leaving Lloyd Goodrich in the studio going through the pictures Helen and I took 

a walk as far South as Mayer’s Art Store Union Square & 14th St. where we bought some 

varnishes one or two synthetic and 2 Copal about 4 brushes at very high prices! We came back 

before Goodrich left. We had lunch after he left (dinner). Took a nap afterward. 

 Helen is finishing the ironing after doing a considerable mass of washing. I worked a 

while in the latter part of the afternoon on the changes on the “Parrokeets” panel. 

 
2212 Pictures like this “Nude & Parrokeets” (candy box) painted in the late 1930’s had a kind of 
studious quality - a conscientious exploration of perspective problems - that sometimes 
overwhelmed the theme of the painting.  

Nude on Sofa with Candy Box (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1064 

 It was interesting to see him simplify & condense some of the factual observation 
because he now had a larger concept in mind - not more careless - not sloppy - but with more 
breadth. He was fresher now than 15 years ago. 

 I had watched him work on one picture the fall of 1935 when they moved here (Nude & 
Hat Boxes) - for a couple of months, & it got over worked - (some others from 1935-1943 lack 
buoyance, while he was studying & perfecting technique & knowledge that came out in the later 
40’s. He always missed the Wash Sq. studio which had more “places” to pose the model, but he 
also missed a change of subject, & some of the figure studies are “forced”. But this had to be - 
to keep working between the richer motives. 

2213 Unknown. 
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 E. Roth came in with the proofs of etchings which he has been making to replace the lot 

he printed earlier. We will try to atone for not being satisfied with the first lot by giving him 16 

plates of the “Human Bondage” plates made for Lim. Ed. Club. 

 

April 6, 1951 Lloyd Goodrich arrived about 10 oclock. I walked half way to the dentist at 10.15 

and had two fillings finishing at 11.45 and then walked about 1/2 way back to 23rd Street. 

 Helen made me a good lunch and I lay down for 3/4 hour. Then I went upstairs to the 

studio where Helen and the helper from the Whitney museum were working at the replacement 

of canvases to their boxes setting aside the number so far selected by Goodrich. 

 X. J. Barile came by invitation to dinner this evening, brought a bottle of Chianti which 

we drained with a very good dinner. X.J. B enjoyed Helen’s corn bread (easily made from the 

box) and a swell original omelette with dressings (special). 

 He left before 8 oclock to attend a meeting of the Artists Equity which seems to bear 

watching! 

 

April 7, 1951 J.K. Hulling2214 came this morning and I have a fair memory of him small and 

quite peppy age same as mine. He brought a copy of one of the Artists Group small monographs 

on John Sloan which he had bound in full calf with gold stamped edges very rich indeed. He 

presented me with this and I gave him a copy of “Gist of Art” for himself and one to bind up for 

 
2214 Unknown. 
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me. Also I trusted him with the two rare pamphlets by W.M. Hunt (Talks on Art) which he is be 

bind. Also he took a small full calf (Cruikshank) to repair. 

 In the afternoon we rode to Central Park walked across to the Met. Mus. Art and saw the 

A.S. League Ex. again. It looks right well. My “nude at front of Stairs” among the most fit for 

the surroundings of past. 

 We walked across to 8th Ave subway came home. Helen made dinner & We went to bed 

early. 

 G. O’Keefe’s “Black Abstraction”2215 A small white Pill rolling home after a hard days 

work (cathartic). 

 

April 8, 1951 I worked a couple of hours on the white nude canvas2216 of more than 20 years 

ago, touching up with tempera.2217 We had given it a thorough cleaning. 

 
2215 Georgia O’Keeffe, Black Abstraction (1927) Metropolitan Museum of Art 

2216 Large White Nude (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 795 

2217 “Large White Nude” These final improvements in pictures for the Whitney Retrospective 
were of incalculable importance. I don’t doubt that he painted all this winter on the new & older 
work, with the special private feeling an actor has before a rare performance. He never spoke of 
it, but that was in his character. He never lost his head, never weakened on judgment, when 
making amendments. I did stand by quite constantly to encourage him & to hold him back from 
working too impatiently (from a technical standpoint - the matter of drying pictures between one 
“statement” & the next is a great nuisance). 

 More than once this spring he spoke of Wordsworth’s “Hail to thee, blithe spirit” - the last 
time, saying, “It is all true of you, every word of it from the beginning”. We were closer this year 
than ever before though living & working, the change to Hanover, & the responsible “coaching” 
of the Whitney exhibition, made us more married than we had ever been, and younger in 
outlook. 
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 After lunch H. and I walked over to Madison Square around square and then back to the 

Chelsea (over a mile). I had layed down after lunch for an hour. 

 It is a pleasant day with sun and clouds alternating. 

 

April 9, 1951 Up right early (for me)! 

 Worked on the old canvas “Nude”. Considerable work in tempera over the oil (recently 

cleaned thoroughly from knees to feet entirely covered with tempera. The temp work then was 

covered with a gelatine film. I then went on with a covering semi glaze or scumble of oil thinned 

with turps. only. 

 After lunch rested for an hour worked for an hour then dressed. 

 Geo Hamlin called with taxi and we Helen, Geo. and I rode up to the ACA Gallery2218 to 

meet Lillian Chapman2219 Eames2220 etc. Her work was very competent handsome in color 

Bizarre Id say but better than most of the current “Modernisne pour les pauvres”. Decorative and 

entertaining Lillian looks blooming at 55 or over. She is living in Provincetown, five years past. 

 
 He gave up smoking & Santa Fe - for the plan of living another fifteen years. Before this, 
he had never spoken of how long we might have, but had lived happily in the grooves & “ivory 
tower” of habits. It did us to the good to have a goal, to make this effort, so I told him, it was a 
blessing to have some warning that he needed to make a change in habits if it helped him to 
make the effort, to make it for me (& not just for the work), this was what I was for. It was one of 
the reasons I had known it was right to marry him because I could in such a crisis “Pull him” with 
me, inspire him to take care of himself for me. 

2218 ACA Gallery records are not readily available online. 

2219 Unclear who Chapman is. 

2220 Possibly an Eames brother? 
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Met some acquaintances of a reddish tint! Rode up to 14th St in taxi with George and then took a 

walk home to the Chelsea. Dinner at home. 

 

April 10, 1951 After working a while I went up town to Dr. Reilley’s dental office where he 

made 2 small fillings. 

 I did not walk back as I do not feel so well. 

 Helen went shopping while I was out made lunch when I came back. 

 We lay down for a while after lunch. 

 Helen got out proof and plates of the Human Bondage” etchings and took them down to 

Ernest Roth’s and arranged for him to print them. I worked a while on the two with the necklace 

panel. 

 

April 11, 1951 General MacArthur has been dismissed from his position as head of Jap. 

occupation and command of U.N. Forces in Korea by order of Pres. Truman.2221 McA. has been 

insubordinate - vain - against the policy of the United Nations and our State Department. 

 In the evening Mr and Mrs Harry Shapiro he the well known Anthropologist of Museum 

of Nat. history. She was a student of mine at the League Janice Sandler2222. They are nice people 

 
2221 President Truman replaced MacArthur with General Matthew Ridgway (1895-1993) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_Ridgway).  

2222 Janice Sandler Shapiro (1908-1962), “amateur artist.” See Biographical Memoirs, vol. 70, National 
Academy of the Sciences, Office of the Home Secretary, 373. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_Ridgway
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and seemed to enjoy looking at my pictures. Janices mother bought a couple of my nudes more 

than 20 years ago. 

 

April 12, 1951 Helen worked on data for the exhibition at Whitney all day. Miss Irvine worked 

with her and she stayed to lunch with us. 

 I was working on the “restoration” of the old nude canvas. 

 Late in the afternoon Bernice Abbott came to talk over her work with me in the studio. 

We joined Miss Irvine & Helen in the living room where H. served coffee. They left by about 

five oclock. 

 The dismissal of McArthur has made a terriffic excitement. Most Republicans are for 

him! Sane judgement is with Truman. 

 

April 13, 1951 I went to oculists on Fulton St and picked up my changed reading glasses. 

 At 11 oclock Yolande Van Resema in her car stopped for us and treated us to a lovely 

drive up to Mamaroneck. The day is perfect early spring and all the highways were new and fine 

to me.2223 She has a beautiful double apartment in Mamorneck close to an inlet of the Sound. 

 
2223 Sloan was becoming more and more enthusiastic about the opportunity to see the city & 
environs in the spring, without the trip to Santa Fe “hanging over his head.” For many years this 
had inhibited him from little adventures, walking the streets of New York, visiting friends in the 
country. He did not like week-end visits (because he had not tried it very often, & perhaps the 
difficulty with Dolly had made some embarrassing occasions in the past - or she had not 
encouraged him to change his ways?) 
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 He needed to be prodded, to go out of the studio (this was an old “inertia), not liking to 
go out for social affairs. But he more seriously needed some stimulant to make him go to 
exhibitions, to new things, which he enjoyed after getting there. 

 Perhaps he had become accustomed to letting life come to him too much, such as 
requests for lectures, action in political matters. When he was teaching, he gave “out” then, & he 
was adventuring in his work. Variety came in to him, as the Bronxville mural, the Human 
Bondage etching job, the Dubrinsky portrait commission, & then variety in the form of illness 
1938, 1941, & on ‘43, for he did not recover from ‘41 until post ‘43. 

 When we were married in 1944, he had almost an invalid’s psychology (having been sick 
so much) & had been working almost entirely from models & portraits since 1924. I think 1947 
was his peak year for physical energy (in relation to quantity of work etc.), but 1950-1 was the 
most remarkable year of growth. 

 It is difficult for me to write consistently about this year. I see it as a chapter or picture 
that is the man, the story of a man who became renewed in his 80th year. The themes of 
melancholy and life, that are touched upon in the diary from Sloan’s immediate point of view 
while writing, are not drawn in true proportion - but are sign posts to the story. 

 I do not think I imagine this, for West & others observed the quality of his mood the last 
months, most surprisingly the doctors who studied him very carefully. (And Dickey, & Sarah 
Keyser & the Bells) 

 As I felt it then while living the year, & as I look back upon it still, 18 months later, this 
last chapter of Sloan’s life was like a symphony by the deaf Beethoven. From the substance of 
despair, the theme-theory of “death with success,” he unshackled himself and in a triumphant 
climax won this climb to the top, a new mountain where a plain spread before him. It was as 
though he had conquered old age when he conquered his theory - or let life do it for him: he let 
the new touch of life flood his system. He knew this crisis was past, that he had another world to 
conquer and this is why he could not understand why he was dying in the hospital, he knew it 
was not logical. 

 Yet, I feel sure he would look on it with satisfaction to have been cut off without an anti-
climax, without a decline in power, that he would be more proud of his story this way, climbing to 
the brink than if he had painted and another fifty pictures and faded off. 

 With optimum recovery, the operation would have depleted him, & one slow medical 
deterioration or another would have flowered in the “crack” in his system. His father had walked 
in melancholy the last thirty years of his life, had bowed by failure. The son could not survive 
without his chin up for the next combat. His pride as an artist made him want to give a 
harmonious, unified performance to the end. He wanted to be the same substance when cut off 
that he was in prime. He wanted the hatchet to find green cells all the way through the trunk - 
because he wanted to be “cut down” by death while still alive. He did not want to die out on his 
feet. He wanted some hazard of life to kill him & not the process of dying. This may be 
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Finely furnished she has some interesting Dutch pictures relics of her last husband Van Reesema. 

Also some work of her second who was artist Carl Van Buskirk2224(SP?) ( who died). 

 She made a real good dinner for us, and then we looked at her rare China and furniture 

from Java where Van R. had be[en] in business. He is now divorced and lives in Holland. She 

wanted to drive us back to New York but we insisted on going by train. She gave me a copy of 

the beautiful Skira book on “Italians before the renaissance.” We will have some etchings framed 

for her. 

 When we got home Mr. Lewis writer for “Cue” who did a nice article last Spring, with a 

photog. Mr. Chapin came to arrange for some photos next Wednesday A.M. 

 

April 14, 1951 Helen posed for me this morning as I worked on her head in the panel with 

Charlotte. 

 I worked some seven hours but on the wrong track I’m pretty sure. 

 
immature, improvident, it may be seen as arrogant or cowardly rationalizing, it may appear 
socially irresponsible. But this is the intense stuff & principle of which his independent spirit was 
made, & had to find form in practical concrete ways if its not to be self-destructive. 

 Sloan was so practical about every day matters but I think in a deeper sense an artist 
has to be practical about his talent. These wandering notes finally lead me back to the memory 
(factual). Sloan once said that the impression his father’s failure made upon him was very deep 
& that he determined not to let this happen to him. “It was something that made me avoid a 
marriage that would involve me (the pressure of the Priestley-Ireland family for bourgeois 
success) in things that hurt an artist’s independence.” 

2224 Carl Orem van Buskirk (1886-1930) painter, cartoonist, illustrator 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/Carl_Orem_Van_Buskirk/10055319/Carl_Orem_Van_Buskirk.aspx)  

http://www.askart.com/artist/Carl_Orem_Van_Buskirk/10055319/Carl_Orem_Van_Buskirk.aspx
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 In the evening we went to a party at Lee Jackson’s here in the Chelsea. Several of his 

friends the Bells, (Mrs. M.F. Roberts next apartment to them). Mr. Jelinee2225 a wood engraver 

others, and Mr. Pitzele with his wife. He told me on inquiry that he did not care for my portrait 

of Arthur Meyer which he as head of committee had ordered me to paint last June. I had so 

supposed.2226 He has bought some very modern stuff Jackson Pollock2227 among others! This 

indicates that he has no judgement in Art. I said as much to him. 

 

April 15, 1951 We drove to Central Park this morning. Dr. H. Farr and Ann with the small 

Charles (Chips) called for us at 10 oclock. They left us at 72nd St entrance and went for Dr Farr, 

pere, and mother Helen. We stood about while little “Mr Chips” amused himself in the play-

ground. Helen and I left and walked to the Subway at 8th Ave & 59th St. We had a good lunch at 

a Chinese Restaurant on 23rd St. 

 We lay down for a while & later I went to work on H’s part of the duo panel. After 

supper, Albert Groll called on us, very deaf but full of entertaining conversation by way of his 

hearing tube. (He says the electric ___________)2228. He was recently burned by gas stove in his 

 
2225 Unknown. 

2226 When Mr. Pitzell had asked Sloan to paint Meyer, Sloan had said “Do you know that I am 
not a regular professional portrait painter. Do you know what my work is like?” & was pleased 
that he was chosen because of the Dubrinsky portrait (which had line work). We could not help 
feeling Sloan had been chosen for the gesture, to give a wealthy man something money could 
not buy, from a distinguished democratic artist to a distinguished democratic labor statesman. 

2227 Jackson Pollock (1912-1956) American abstract expressionist painter 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson_Pollock)  

2228 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson_Pollock
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bedroom, seven weeks in hospital. He tells us that Alice Mrs. Jerome M. Myers2229 has been left 

$25,000 by a doctor whose wife she had cared for. His stories of Albert Ryder were worth while, 

he knew him quite well. He has been trying working in Encaustic. 

 

April 16, 1951 Worked several hours on the Charlotte and Helen group panel. Not very much 

pleased with the progress. 

 In the evening we went to the apt of Miss May Smolin2230 sister of Nat S.2231 who studied 

drawing with me about 1920. He was quite well off sold his ladies hat business and took up art. 

He lived in Paris until the Second war. Came back to N.Y.C. and later went again to Paris. He 

died suddenly on an auto trip. His sister was with him. He was an aesthete went into sculpture 

and painted some. He left an apartment many paintings he had collected. She is returning to Paris 

soon to try to settle up his affairs. Her apartment is very pleasant. Many pictures ( including a 

self portrait of myself). A good turkey dinner. Her friend Miss Golden2232 in publishing business 

(?) was a guest. Miss S. is a commercial photographer. She gave us a very old French frame. A 

pleasant evening. 

 
 

2229 Alice Mrs Jerome Myers? widow of Jerome the painter? or Datus Myers (S.F. artist)  

2230 Unknown. 

2231 Nat Smolin’s head of Sloan (in plaster) does not have the sculptural unity of the Vagis head. 
There is more detailed observation of characteristics, which, distorted, twist the interpretation of 
his personality. Not coming to rest as a work of art, the feeling of a personality without “poise” 
results in the document. 

Nat Smolin (Delaware Art Museum, 2006-13) Elzea 961 

2232 Unknown. 



1451 
 

April 17, 1951 I went up to Dr. Reilly’s dentist and after a good half hours waiting he did one 

filling in 15 minutes. Helen came and we went together to Kraushaar gallery. An Ex.2233 of 

Modern (Klee influence) paintings by Heliker. He gets a sense of Italian towns -- color abstract 

but well done. Helen and I walked from 57th & Madison all the way to The Chelsea 23rd St. 

near 7th Ave a nice long walk and I feel better. We took a rest after our lunch. 

 Later I did some changes on an old painting “Gloria”2234 in temp & oil varnish. 

 

April 18, 1951 I worked several hours on a repaint job on a Nude with Parrokeets of some years 

back. 

 Helen put in a longer time on preparing with gesso coatings some 23 panels. 

 Rather late in afternoon we went for a walk altho quite tired out. Down to 14th St and 

back (20 blocks. 

 General Doug McArthur takes over the news on Radio & newspaper these days. 

 

April 19, 1951 This morning Mr Lewis and Mr Chaplin his photographer from “Cue” weekly, 

came to photograph us. Yolande Van Reesema came also to pose for her portrait for their 

purpose. “Cue” is printing a series of articles on people in places.2235 

 
2233 Kraushaar records indicate that a show of its gallery artists was on display at this time. 

2234 Gloria in Yellow (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 960 
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 This took all morning and they went over to Mary Fanton Roberts place while we were 

having lunch, Yolande stayed. 

 About 6 oclock Bill Bomar asked us over to his studio across the hall, to have cocktails. 

Irish whisky highballs. He had an intelligent lady friend2236 middleaged who is subletting an apt. 

(of Glassgolds) here in the Chelsea. 

 She had a guest a little Indian looking Mexican woman2237. We did not catch the names 

of either. Helen went to our place and brought over “The Duke” our pet white rat. He made quite 

a hit with the writer lady. She is doing some scripts for The Voice of America2238 Foreign 

broadcasts. 

 

April 20, 1951 This morning we walked down to Washington Square and sat in the sun for a 

while. This day is to see the City’s reception of lately deposed General Douglas McArthur. The 

day is being observed as a holiday in many business offices and already at 10 o[c]lock many 

people are strolling Fifth avenue which will be part of the route of the procession. We walked 

home and saw nothing of the cavalcade. I feel that the general was in the wrong to publicise his 

opinions. 

 
2235 This article did not appear in “Cue” until a year or so later, nothing particular about Sloan in 
it. 

2236 Unknown. 

2237 Unkonwn. 

2238 The Voice of America was founded in 1942 and is a government-funded radio broadcaster 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voice_of_America). It is the largest United States international broadcaster 
to this day. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voice_of_America
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 In the evening XJ Barile came to dinner. Helen had phoned him. We had several glasses 

of claret and he amused us as usual with his “angle” on incidents. 

 

April 21, 1951 This morning we got under way late, then walked up town as far as 31st and 

through some crosstown streets. 

 *A letter from J.S. Dickey of Dartmouth* college tells us that the apartment of Dr. John 

L. Stewart2239, 2 Accom Ridge in Hanover near the presidents house, can be available to us at 

$100. a month in July and August. Helen at once phoned the professor and told him that we 

would take the place. He is to write in a day or two.  

 We walked again in the latter part of the afternoon down to 14th St and back. 

 I worked a short time after we came home. Still -- the Nude on Sofa of some years pack 

(Parrokeets). 

 After phoning and taking two friends to dinner in Chinatown Karen and her husband 

Goodkind dropped in between 9 and 10 this evening. Friends have Toy French poodle (500.00) 

and are French. We were fatigued but obliged by showing some pictures! Not pearls. 

 

April 22, 1951 Charlotte Letteaux posed today and had lunch with us.  

 I went on with the panel of the two H. & C. difficult. 

 
2239 John L. Stewart (1917-2007) professor of English at UCLA, Dartmouth, UCSD 
(http://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/archive/newsrel/general/09-07JohnLStewartPJ-.asp)  

http://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/archive/newsrel/general/09-07JohnLStewartPJ-.asp
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 Late in the afternoon we went by bus over to Styvesant Village and saw little Chips have 

his second birthday party. Dr Chas & Mrs Chas Farr were there. Ann and Dr. Hollon F. of 

course. The little fellow is growing seems tall for his age. 

 At a bit after 7, Dr C.F. drove us home to the Chelsea. 

 It seems that our proposed stay in Hanover N.H. this summer will place us in close touch 

with all relatives. Even one cousin of mine is not far away.2240 

 

April 23, 1951 Both H. and I painted today. Kraushaar collected The Red Hand Mirror which is 

to Minnesota Ex.2241 

 

April 24, 1951 We painted in the morning I on my editing of nude with Parrokeets.2242 

 
2240 Sloan’s cousin Lily Wells, lives at Randolph N.H. Daughter of a naval surgeon, she was an 
artist of sorts - made very fine botanical drawings. 

 He hoped to visit her but his did not get accomplished. I learned later that she was failing 
with artereo-sclerosis of the brain, so it would have been a depressing visit. 

2241 The show was “40 American Painters: 1940-1950” at the University of Minnesota Gallery from June 
4-August 20, 1951. 

2242 Sloan was trying to get in a “picture seeing mood” - He made a couple of sketches of the 
church tower behind trees in the park & took the photographs to save himself trouble in drawing 
the details of the architecture. His near-sightedness & double vision really bothered him when it 
came to “getting information” about distant things, & complicated forms. 

 I was waiting for the summer city material to become familiar - easy to return to, without 
the “travel to Santa Fe” reason to avoid a start. I was waiting for a subject to move him it might 
be this spring or in the fall after the summer’s rest & change. 
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 In the afternoon after a rest period H. and I walked to 34th St and 8th Ave. over to 9th 

Ave and then to 28th St a little Park and a view of St Peters the little church with beautiful 

steeple from whence John Butler Yeats was buried or rather placed in a vault in 1924(?). We 

took a snapshot of church and H. made nice sketches of people in the little park. 

 We painted again when we came home. 

 Joe Pollet came (on invitation as he phoned earlier) to dinner. He brought talk around to 

his proposed trip to Southwest by auto with his son Sylvester. We talked of his possibly living in 

our hill house “Sinagua.” 

 Talking it over later we concluded that we could not let any one have it. We had refused 

May Shark’s offer a few weeks ago. 

 

April 25, 1951 This morning I got at a drastic repainting of “Nude with Parrokeets” and feel it is 

justified. 

 John Barber came in and took us to dinner at a nice French restaurant in the next block on 

23rd St. He bought Sauterne wine. Says that white wine --- right until late dinner when red can 

be used! 

 
 And in Hanover he saw things he wanted to paint: Mrs. Schultz hanging out the wash, 
with her children playing in the yard & the noble trees for background. Mrs. S. was like a 
Brumhilde, a statuesque healthy type he liked, as he loved her children. This subject had an 
intimacy & scale that he could have handled with more ease than the city streets. It was right 
out the bedroom window (like many city subjects seen in 23rd St. days). He could have had his 
“models” & his “place” to study - as he had in the old days with field glasses watched the nearby 
roof tops & windows. 

 He loved the willow trees in the yard of the church, really wanted to paint this subject. 
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 We brought him back and he as so often was enthusiastic over many of my works. We 

gave him a demonstration of use of tempera and glazing. 

 He left with our promise to come to see him and Margaret and spend the week end next 

week Friday, May 4. Later in the afternoon Helen and I took a walk 8th Ave 16th St. 6th Ave. 

 We sent John L. Stewart Prof of English at Dartmouth a check for $100. advance rent for 

his apartment at 2 Occom Ridge in Hanover which he agrees we may occupy in July & August. 

COMPLAINTS 

Why cant I keep this Diary up to date? When I get two days behind I mess it up and seem to lose 

a day. 

Humor from N.Y. Times2243 

“The queen bee is a busy soul 

She does not care for birth control 

And this is why in times like these 

We have so many sons of Bees” 

 

April 26, 1951 Worked on the old panel “Nude & Parroquets” and it looks as though it will be 

much improved. 

 
2243 What is this?? 
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 We took a walk in the afternoon and passing by the 5th Ave Barber Shop which Jack 

Levitts (Levitz) uses as an “art Salon,” he happened to spy me and we went in. He has a 

wonderful racket buys old paintings many of them from England sells them at good low prices. 

Much is junk altho many of the ‘artists were R.A.’s. He also handles Ryder’s with genuine 

cracks in the paint. He showed us one perhaps Ryder might have done as badly! Jack is looking 

older but claims 52 years. He does some painting at home on his own. “Has money in the bank”. 

Walked down 5th Av. to Wash. Square. 

 In the evening I wrote some stuff to go to Minnesota Ex with a photo of East Entrance 

City H and two paintings of later periods “Hill Street Gloucester”2244 and “The Red Hand 

Mirror” 1950. 

 

April 27, 1951 We both painted this morning and after lunch H. went up to a meeting of the 

Brearley School Allumni to be followed by a tea and she will not be home until nearly six 

oclock. I worked on the “Girl at ‘Cello”2245 painted in Santa Fe many years ago. Made some 

changes which are undoubtedly improvements. 

 

April 28, 1951 We both painted with Charlotte posing this morning. She was invited to lunch. 

 
2244 Hill, Main Street, Gloucester (Parrish Art Museum) Elzea 500 

2245 Young Lady Cellist (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1006 
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 I rested afterward and later in the afternoon Helen and I took a walk on the crosstown 

streets between 6th & 8th Avenues never getting far away from 23rd but doing more than 25 or 

30 blocks. The only life was on 8th Avenue as the other streets had many closed shops etc. 

 Some time today old general McArthur is presiding over a Vet. Foreign Wars parade 

designed to take some of the public interest from May day. 

 

April 29, 1951 Daylight Time Starts. 

 Charlotte arrived so late this morning that we decided to draw from her. It was a good 

idea. Helen and I both got some interesting results. 

 After resting a while after lunch we rode up town to 81st St and walked back through 

Central Park taking it slowly. Many many people interesting in their pleasantly prosperous 

Sunday clothes. And also hundreds of automobiles not so pleasant, nuisances in fact.  

 We ended our walk at the apartment of Saul and Irena Padover at 54th & Seventh Ave 

where we were dining. The President of Columbia University Mr Grayson Kirk2246 and his wife 

were also guests. Irena P. had made an especially good and to us novel dinner. This day is Easter 

of the Greek (Russian) church and she had decorated cakes and other things in the living room. 

Some of the dishes accompanying the roast beef were Russian buckwheat in a good way etc.  

 
2246 Grayson L. Kirk (1903-1997) President of Columbia, professor of Government, State Department 
advisor (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grayson_L._Kirk). His wife was named Marion Sands. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grayson_L._Kirk
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 Mr. Kirk was friendly not too dignified. He is a well known student of government. His 

wife tall and sort of striking. A Russian girl friend of Irenas came in later. I enjoyed the drinks of 

vodka. We were home before 12. 

 

April 30, 1951 Stayed abed rather late and Helen went out shopping a while and then to the 

hairdressers. Miss Irwin of the Whitney Mus. phoned asked if they could come tomorrow 

morning. 

 Helen got away from the hairdressers came home and made us some nice lunch. Soon 

after she went back and her hair doing took until after 4 oclock. I lay down after lunch and 

napped. I started a while at about 7 oclock. (We are now on Daylight Time an hour ahead of Sun 

time.) 

 

May 1, 1951 Lloyd Goodrich with Miss Irwin came this morning. He left his first plan of the list 

of paintings to be shown in the Ex of Jan 1952. More than 90 on the list at present. 

 Helen worked with Miss Irwin and asked her to lunch with us. 

 I went up to the dentists in the afternoon and had my final work done one filling. I 

walked home from there 53rd & Madison Ave. 

 I worked on changes of “Nude & Drum”2247. 

 
2247 Nude with Indian Drum (location unknown) Elzea 1054 
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 In the evening Barile came by invitation to dinner. He brought a bottle of Chianti which 

we enjoyed. 

 

May 2, 1951 We worked three hours this morning from Charlotte who arrived on time! 

 I advanced the glass Venetian Necklace group of Helen & Charlotte. 

 Charlotte was asked to lunch and after I lay down for about an hour. 

 Went up and worked for a couple of hours then went up and walked for 40 minutes on 

our roof. A beautiful clear day. Helen has a large lot of ironing which she is working on, so we 

cant go out together. 

 Helen also saw her doctor Smith who checked up on her operation (Santa Fe). 

 

May 3, 1951 Resting was the household order this morning. I got up about 11.30 and felt much 

rested. 

 I worked on The Busses in Wash Square picture which I am restoring. It is one of those 

selected presently by Goodrich for next Jan ex. at Whitney M. After lunch and an hours rest I got 

at the work again and then I left to go to Dr. Guy’s where I had an examination. He tells me that 

he must not go any further in trying to get my mismatched eyes to work together.  

 Helen went to Kraushaars and picked up 3 etchings I am giving to Yolande Van Ressema 

as a return for her posing for “Yolande in Blue” the latest of the Yolande works.  
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May 4, 1951 Worked on The Busses in Square picture in the morning. 

 Helen went shopping bought me a nice “water repellent” light overcoat which will be 

very useful. 

 We taxied with our suitcase to the Pennsylvania RR Station only ten blocks away. Took 

the 4 oclock train to Phila arrived at 30th St Station where John and Margaret Barber2248 met us 

in their car. She drives and well. She is a very gravely and humorously handsome woman with a 

limp. Very competent and clear intelligence. She is a doctor and a specialist on psycho-therapy. 

 Their apartment is in a large 100 suite (_____) building surrounded by a broad lawn. 

They can reach Broad St Sta by train in 12 minutes. Margaret drives her car to city and back each 

day. Fairmont park a very beautiful and the Schuylkill now seems to be taken in to the city. We 

saw nothing of the ugly side of Phila. which is there as I know. West Phila has grown so that 

Merion seems now part of Phila. 

 

May 5, 1951 We were taken by car Margaret driving of course through the Park to the 

Philadelphia Museum of Art. A tremendous building of antique beauty its interior spacious stone 

high overhead. Awe inspiring. 

 John Barber conducted us through galleries. He is not interested in most of the collection 

but did know his way to the Italian “Primitives” (so called) and I thoroughly enjoyed looking at 

them just as long as he would permit. I was tired but wished that I was able to stop longer and 
 

2248 Dates unknown. 
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look further. I could not have done it of course. I’m feeling my years a bit. I cant remember 

many of the names of these painters. 

 Back to Merion where Mrs. B. whipped together a good spaghetti dinner. 

 After this about 3 PM. she drove us out to see sister Marianna. She is such a real or 

feigned sentimental child that she really embarrasses me. She was disappointed that we could not 

go next door to dining room restaurant to tea! Doctor Deronde (Margaret) says that my sister is 

“perfectly happy”. Enjoys my feeling that I have hurt her.2249 We came back to dine at Barbers 

where Mr. and Mrs. McDonald he is English Prof. Drexel Institute. A pleasant evening. 

 
2249 Poor Nan always made a “scene” of some sort whenever she saw her brother. Either she 
wore her oldest clothes unpressed in preparation for a reception at the Phila. Museum (1945 
Press Artists) - or she whined that he did not stay long enough (& he hated whining) or she put 
on an “affectionate” act like Dolly (which was unnatural to her) and Sloan was hypersensitive 
about being touched anyhow. These incidents made it hard for us to plan to see Nan for more 
than an hour or two, because his patience would wear out. 

 Today we looked at Nan’s pictures for over an hour, told her she should stop repainting 
etc etc. She knew that we were to stay 1-1/2 hrs. as the Barbers had to leave for dinner guests. 
Just as we were preparing to go, Nan announced this plan of hers to take us to tea next door. It 
was obvious that she wanted to be “rejected” & we were all most embarrassed. She started to 
cry & pout “Oh, you’ve spoiled my party!” 

 It made us feel sick to see Nan, primarily because she behaved like a martyr to the 
brother’s talent (which was a false focus of her making) and secondly because so many of his 
good family inherited qualities in her were warped. His uprightness in her was narrowness; his 
humor in her was ___; his talent in hVer was -----; his prudence in her was miserliness. I’ve felt 
that her orthodox church going concealed bitterness & his genuine morality expressed warmth. 
In another way, & precisely - Dolly said she was selfish. 

 She had not used her talent, had not grown up, had not taught herself. She idealized 
Sloan, as she painted conventionally, artistically, she did not like the common raw reality of life. 
She saw nature through art-glasses, and so discovered nothing in life to keep her talent 
percolating. 

 It was a sad contrast, Nan, four years younger looked fifteen years older than her 
brother. And now lives stubbornly her meagre existence. 
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May 6, 1951 John and Helen and I took a very pleasant walk. The RR Station is Overbrook (also 

Merion). Somewhere in my lost memory the name occurs. I wonder if it is not associated with 

the old times at Corbins grape vineyard and violet farm where Joe Laub, Jimmy Preston2250, Bill 

Stevens2251(?) and I all spent wonderful Sundays in Summer 1897 and 1898 and occasionally - 

1903. An artist friend Wm. Gosewisch2252 had married one of old Corbin’s pretty daughters a 

few years before. They had a baby boy Francis. Had lived in New York but came back to live at 

home. B.C. was a despot. I loaned him a vol of Paul de Kock in French. It kept him quiet! They 

raised 17 barrels of wine a year and used it all themselves! We helped! Now and then in winter a 

wonderful New Year night wine and snow. One of the girls was quite interested in me, Eleanor 

married a ________ . I cannot recall location of the farm. It was near Merion. Now many new 

fine residences. 

 Back to Barber’s where Margaret (Deronde) Barber had a very good steak! dinner. 

 We rested in the afternoon and they drove us to 30th St Station for 8.20 train. 

 We talked over the possibility of John sending or bringing some of his work to Miss 

Kraushaar. He will come any time convenient. I believe that the work might be appreciated. It 

has been known in France Portugal and Italy. He has not lived and worked continuously in 

America. 

 
2250 James Moore Preston (1873-1962), painter, studied with Thomas Anshutz 
(http://www.askart.com/artist/James_Moore_Preston/38823/James_Moore_Preston.aspx)  

2251 Unknown. 

2252 Very few details available. 

http://www.askart.com/artist/James_Moore_Preston/38823/James_Moore_Preston.aspx
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 I am glad to be home but it was good weekend. 

 

May 7, 1951 A request from Mt State Tel. Co to allow poles to carry wires to Mayshark place 

east of Sinagua. I will agree and ask that Joe Bokos be consulted as to placing of poles. 

 Marie Williams phoned --- She is visiting her sister and Helen invited her to dine with us. 

 John Stoumbis asks Mr. Conway (my agent in Sante Fe) for a screen door. I wrote 

Conway refusing to buy it. Also ask Conway to let me know if any neglect of the property is 

evident. “If this is additional service Ill pay for it.” (quote) 

 “The New Mex Quarterly “Spring” arrived and has the article Helen “ghost wrote” for 

me about Randall Davey2253. It reads very well indeed. 

 

May 8, 1951 Helen out on errand this morning. I worked on the “Busses in Wash Sq” canvas 

which restoration is no easy job. 

 A phone call from lady who notified us that Henrietta Buckmaster’s mother Mrs. Henckle 

had died this morning. She has been ailing for some time. 

 Irena Padover also phoned. 

 After H. returned and we had lunch I laid down for nearly an hour. H. did some painting 

in the studio. 

 
2253 “Randall Davey,” New Mexico Quarterly, Spring 1951, pp. 19-25. See John Sloan archives, Delaware 
Art Museum. 
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 I then dressed for a walk on the roof of the Chelsea. The weather pleasantly cool passing 

clouds. 

 In the evening Marie Williams of Sante Fe came to dinner. Helen cooked a capon very 

good indeed. Marie drove her Lincoln car with Mrs and her little son Renny from Santa Fe in 4 

days (_____). 

 We enjoyed talking with Marie over several glasses of claret. She liked my studio and 

some of the paintings we showed her. She is stopping with her sister in Brooklyn whos husband 

(72) is very ill. She left us at about 10.30. 

 

May 9, 1951 Working on the “Busses” picture in the morning. After lunch H and I walked down 

to Washington Sq. and took a look at the great changes on the East side since the old picture was 

started. 

 We also saw the open air Art Show held in this neighborhood every year. We saw 

imitations of all the modern movements but here they are in the minority. Most of the stuff pretty 

and silly and bad. The Times says that the mayor opened the affair yesterday. 

 We sat in the Square for a while and then walked home stopping in a large lunch room 

and had a cup of tea. 

 Back at the studio we both painted until 8 oclock! (Daylight Time). 

 Helen then made supper and got at sewing and washing & ironing! 

 We bought a cap for me. I looks right well. I hope it will serve this summer. 
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May 10, 1951 Worked all morning on the “Busses”.2254 Helen busy protecting winter clothes 

from moths. 

 After lunch I lay down for an hour or so. Then walked on our roof. Cloudy with sun 

breaking through. 

 Yolande Van Reesema called and had a cup of tea with us about 5. She also picked up the 

4 etchings I had given her for sitting for the “Yolande in Blue.” Kraushaar framed. She said good 

bye as she leaves for her place near St Petersburg Florida tomorrow or next day. 

 After giving us our dinner Helen dressed and went to meet Irena Padover and attend 

foreign films at Mus of Modern Art. 

 Marie Williams phoned and tells me that her sisters husband Major Dre---- died today. 

Agatha Bell phoned and asked us to come out to Staten Island. Leave the answer to Helen. 

 

May 11, 1951 I lay abed resting. Helen declares that I have a bit of throat trouble the morning. 

She also relaxed. We got up late in the afternoon. Helen had made breakfast and lunch. We took 

a walk to Madison Square where, as the day was rainy and overcast, the grass has a good deal of 

the spring green quality which is what concerns me for the Wash Square picture slight 

alterations. This is the rainy day thing I started changing last Fall. 

 
2254 Also worked on Busses in Square. Spring Green, Wash Sq. is the one completely repainted. 
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 A lady in Crawfordsville Ind. Mrs W.H.Sinn2255(?) writes that she has my painting of a 

little red headed boy (Gloucester probably bought Hell of Art bargain I got $37.50) “A Top of 

World”2256. She “would like a companion picture”. Of course I have none such but I could paint 

a Little Girl squatted showing “The Bottom”. Helen writes her and says that the price $500.00 

would be out of her range if we had a “Companion piece.” 

 

May 12, 1951 Working on the Busses canvas again this morning. Helen painted on one of her 

panels. I suppose I set her a bad example in working over and over on things that might well be 

dropped. 

 A card from Van Wyek Brooks in Ireland says J B Yeats portraits very good. I napped 

after lunch and H. also rested. We walked down to Washington Square at about 3.30 and had a 

longer look at the open air exhibit of the artists. The Ex is organized quite well now and has 

approval of City Council and others. They award prizes which of course is a bad thing and were 

given to “Bad things.”2257 Some works are really worth while. I am sorry that I did not put down 

the names of those I preferred. I might pick a future great! We walked home and met Ira 

Glackens with his dog. His mother is still in a sanitarium in Hartford. He is selling 10 West 9th 

with the big studio top floor.  

 We stopped at the little tavern on 13th St near 6th Ave. Chess players in Wash. Square a 

new sight and seems a fine thing as subject for a painting and a good thought by Park authorities. 

 
2255 Unknown. Elzea writes that the painting is owned by Mrs. Walter H. Linn. 

2256 Atop of the World (private collection; Mrs. Walter H. Linn) Elzea 489 

 2257 Records have not been digitized. 
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May 15, 1951 Rode by Fifth Ave Bus to 72nd St and met Ann Farr & little Chips at the 

playground near there. Later Dr & Mrs Farr came to join us. After 11.30 Dr Farr took Ann, Chips 

and a friend of his & child in his car to Stuyvesant Town. We walked with Mrs. Farr in the park 

a while. She then went home. We walked for an hour and rode home by subway, 8th Ave. 

 Helen made a nice lunch and we then lay down. I napped. 

 We then went up to the studio and worked 4 hours. 

 These long days with Daylight Time are very good for us. 

 The park was beautiful and the day was clear and not warm. 

 

May 14, 1951 I worked on the “Busses” picture this morning. Helen went out for her shopping 

& supplies. 

 After lunch I rested a while and then Helen and I walked down to Washington Square. 

The Art exhibit is still there and we looked at the chess players in the Southwest Corner of the 

Square. A very interesting subject and surely 35 years ago I would have painted or etched it. 

 We were gone about 2-1/2 hours. Helen made a snack when we came home and I lay 

down for 40 minutes napping. H. went upstairs and painted. 
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May 15, 1951 This morning Helen and I started for Brooklyn Museum by subway at about 11 

o’clock. The day is beautiful and rather warm after a cool night. 

 At the museum we first saw a large mess of water colors2258 Switzerland, Denmark, 

Germany represented with an almost uniformly modernistic semiabstract Abstract (abstruce & 

absurd) collection. The United States showing larger and perhaps a wee wee bit more varied but 

its all undergoing the medication of the Fashionable: Some have good taste in color Many would 

make good textile designs. 

 We had a nice lunch in the Museum and afterward saw some interesting old American 

painting Copley, Eakins, Ryder Quidor2259 an old Childe Hassam (Courbet style). Many 

paintings given by later artists. 

 A worth while day but very exhausting for an old geezer like me (82o). 

 I worked a while when we got home but soon lay down. H. continued work until 8 oclock 

still daylight (saving time). 

 

May 16, 1951 I worked for a couple of hours this morning on “The Cottonwood Tree on Los 

Alamos Road” which I started late October last. Miss Irwin of the Whitney Museum worked 

with Helen assisting on the Data for the catalogue etc. of the “John Sloan” Show next year. 

 I took it easy and napped after lunch. It is very hot today (84o). 

 
2258 This show was the International Watercolor Exhibition, 16th Biennial, which ran from May 9 to June 
24, 1951. See Brooklyn Museum online archives. 

2259 John Quidor (1801-1881) painter of historical subjects (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Quidor)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Quidor
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 When Miss Irwin left at 5.30 Helen and I took a walk not very long. I am feeling below 

par. 

 The prices of necessities are now at their highest point in American history so we are 

told. We are heroes of the working class and, so far, are surviving! Long life to us. And all 

artists. 

 By the way Miss Irwin has been reading my old diaries 1905-1912 and tells me that they 

are very interesting reading. 

  

May 17, 1951 Worked this morning on the “Cottonwood” for a while. Miss Irwin of the Whitney 

Mus. worked with H. again. When they started researching in the files up in the studio after 

lunch, I went up to the roof and walked for 3/4 hour. The day is warm but not as hot as 

yesterday. 

 Miss Irwin left at about 5.30. After which Helen and I both painted for awhile. She stuck 

at it later than I did. 

 We had expected Harry and Madeline Neely for dinner but Harry phoned that she would 

not be able to come. She has a reccurrence of an old trouble. 

 

May 18, 1951 Helen went out to do some little errands and also to get out and away from the 

temptation to be painting. She is quite tired helping the Whitney Museum get the “revolting 

details” on me has been a strain. 
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 J.K. Hulling the lively old binder came in today with Gist of Art bound elegantly in full 

calf in a box. 

 Helens old friend Kay Minkiewitz is in town seeing a doctor. Stopping here at the 

Chelsea Hotel. H. left note asking her to dinner. She did not get it. Had her very expensive dinner 

at Kavanaughs & came in time for salad with us. 

 She entertained but not amused us by her account of her difficulties in Fort Wayne 

Indiana where she has established a State Guidance bureau. Young talented man is boss aged 38 

or so Has squeezed her superior practical experience out. and is now apparently trying to get her 

out. On account of her lameness, she has to do her work better than others on same job. 

 

May 19, 1951 Raining in the morning clearing afternoon. 

 Having seen in Art Digest2260 that a picture of mine (one sold a low price during my 

regrettable experience with Pochapins Hall of Art) named “Sail, Low Tide”2261. (I could not 

recall just which of my Gloucestic picture, this might be.) is being shown at the Parke Benet 

Galleries. We went up to 76th St. We had to walk 19 blocks after the bus was held up by a big 

military parade. We saw scores of military rolling stock all shiny all mens helmets shining new, 

looked like animated Xmas toys. Silly - infantile but dreadful. 

 The Galleries in a new building pay rent to the city for the bulged sculpture which 

overhangs the building line! We identified my picture one that I always liked. (1914.) 
 

2260 Cannot find the notice in Art Digest, but Elzea writes that it was sold at auction at Parke-Bernet 
Galleries on May 23, 1951. 

2261 High Tide, Gloucester (private collection) Elzea 297 
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 We walked West across the Central Park and on to Broadway subway. 

 

May 20, 1951 We are invited to visit the Bell’s in Staten Island to day and we left by Ferry at 11 

oclock. We rode one of the handsome speedy new Ferryboats all steel, by the Bethlehem Steel 

Cox shipyards on Staten Island. Spike (Cecil) Bell met us in his car. The day is a “soft” day 

overcast by light clouds at times foggy. 

 Agatha greeted us at home and after looking out toward Brooklyn from their large plate 

glass window with all under a light haze, very beautiful. We had lunch and later took a walk in 

the near neighborhood. Spike is planning to have a sley(?) light on the northerly side of his top 

floor work room. His work painting is improving in color and Kraushaar are finding some of the 

large exhibitions inviting Bell’s work. 

 After a very good dinner we started home in daylight at 8.45 (Daylight Saving time. Very 

pleasant day with nice people. We gave them a couple of DeKock Series Etchings. 

 

May 21, 1951 Painted the “Autumn Cottonwood”. Last panel started in Santa Fe ...... last 

October during the morning & afternoon. 

 In the afternoon late X.J. Barile and his friend the sculptor Leo Lentelli called to talk 

about Santa Fe. Leo is going out there for a couple of months this summer living with friends 

who have rented the late Sylvanas Mosley’s house. We gave him name of Eugenie 

Shomeard(sp?) as sculptor and some others. 
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 After dinner we walked down to 10th St. & Fifth Ave and visited the old Hamlins and 

they do seem old. George is 5 years younger than I. She is a year older. They said Lloyd 

Goodrich had come and looked at the J.S. paintings on their walls. It seems that G.H. expects 

Whitney Museum to have the paintings they invited - cleaned! 

 All the paintings are fearfully dirty & dark. I had spoken of the propriety of their being 

cleaned. He paid $5000. for all of them! I needed the money at the time! 

 We walked home after enduring an hour of TeleVision: boxing matches. 

 

May 22, 1951 Helen went shopping this morning for our weekly supplies. I painted on the 

“Autumn Cottonwood” which is now about finished. 

 Miss Irwin came after over lunch and Helen and she spent the afternoon looking over old 

drawings and laying out some for Goodrich’s consideration. I lay down for a couple of hours and 

later took a bath. 

 The day is quite warm but there is a breeze through our living rooms and a fan pushing 

the wind in the studio. 

 After dinner in the evening H. and I. took a walk down to 14th St and back. At 8 oclock 

and after still day light (Saving time). The warm evening brings the people out of their small 

stores. Some saloons all of which have degenerated to the point of having stools at the bar have 

television screens to interest the customers in pallid gray and white flickerings. 

 



1474 
 

May 23, 1951 Miss Irwin and Helen were working on finding drawings etc both morning and 

evening. I painted on the “Busses in the Square” canvas in the morning. After lunch prepared by 

Helen, I lay down and rested for more than two hours. 

 After Miss Irwin left about 5 or later I worked in the studio until Helen prepared my 

supper and left to take Antoinette Kraushaar to dinner and then go with her to attend the 

auction2262 of paintings at the Parke, Burnet Galleries. 

 Helen returned at 10.30. Reports that my 20x24 Sail, Hightide brought 225.00. She 

supported it with bids up to 200. A beautiful Barye2263 “Horseman Centaur and Tiger” brought 

only 525. A big bronze 6 ft. high! A large Meager? poor Picasso 450. (about 6 lines). A Glackens 

old style Ballet girl full length $200.00. Toulouse Loutrec color lith. Carriage in Country 

$1600.00! (stung!) C. Guys Four bawds good wash drawing $175.00. 

 

May 24, 1951 We awaited with some slight apprehension the results of the visit that John Barber 

is making to Kraushaars this morning. Helen has arranged for Antoinette to look at his work. The 

B’s are travelling by car from Phila. this morning. 

 They arrived at past 12.30 and came to the door of the Chelsea. Sent for us and drove us 

to finally after parking troubles the little Mainson Blanc on 23rd.  

 The news from the judgement ceremony this morning is bad. Ant. K. said she could not 

handle Johns work too pale and pastel like in color wants strong work! Well thats that. 
 

2262 DOES PARKE BERNET HAVE AUCTION ARCHIVES 

2263 Is this Barye Antoine-Louis Barye (1795-1875) sculptor of animals, or his son Alfred (1839-1882)? 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoine-Louis_Barye)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoine-Louis_Barye
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 I decided to have him leave the paintings here and I hung 10 of them on the wall of the 

living room and they look fine. They afford me great source of pleasure. His two books of 

drawings are really astonishing. He has since he was 18 yrs. old done thousands of outline 

drawings and these later ones I think very important. 

 I did some painting for an hour or two after they left. 

 I am as sad about the failure of J.B. to get a chance at Kraushaar’s as if I had met the 

rebuff. His wife Margaret is full of courage and wisdom. She drives their car, etc etc. 

 

Ceremonial! 

May 25, 1951 American Academy of Arts & Letters National Institute of Arts. 

 I rode up town in the morning and attended the 11 oclock meeting of the Academy where 

after repeats the discussion of proposed candidates for membership in Academy was discussed 

and about 4 or 5 were “Deferred.” 

 Then came cocktail time with Institution members & wives followed by a luncheon 

which I neglected. I sat between ExPresident of Nat Academy of Design Hobart Nichols (age 82 

he told me, looks very well) and Mrs Maldarelli wife of sculptor. There was a large attendance. 

 By the way when the Academy meeting was discussing deferment of candidates in ref. to 

older names I suggested that hope of being elected might extend these lives. 
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 After lunch all Institute and Acad members were herded on to the stage of the auditorium 

and “Ceremonies” began. New members were introduced including Shinn (We take in many 

grades?) Kenneth Burke etc. 

 Institute grants to 6 artists 6 Literati 3 Musicians.  

 Jos. E. Fraser2264 Sculp. received the Acad Gold Medal. 

 Claude Rains2265 Actor Medal for Good Speech witty response 

 Mark Van Doren2266 “Artist in a Changing World” left me unaroused. 

 Albert Groel/Groll(sp)? was present looking well but still very deaf 

 Refreshments for Audience and members in the Courtyard Terrace. An exhibition of New 

Artist Members was in the galleries (Shinn had a very dull representation).  

 Others had weakly “modern” stuff. 

 Mrs. John Noble introduced herself we had met before also Mrs. Dokenny whom I had 

met years at her home she has a bright --------- now M.A. 

 Helen and I walked a mile then took the subway to home. 

 
 

2264 James E. Fraser (1876-1953) sculptor and designer of monuments 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Earle_Fraser_(sculptor))  

2265 Claude Rains (1889-1967) actor who appeared in Casablanca, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington et al. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Rains)  

2266 Mark Van Doren (1894-1972) professor, poet, critic 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Van_Doren). “The Artist and the Changing World,” was published 
in a book of essays in 1961. Perhaps Van Doren first gave it as a talk. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Earle_Fraser_(sculptor))
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Rains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Van_Doren
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May 26, 1951 Helen went to Altmans and met Madeline Neely and had lunch. I worked all day 

on panels and H. returned at about 5 oclock. 

 In the evening we had Helens brother Hollon and wife Ann and Mother Helen to dinner. 

Dr Farr Senior had a cold. 

 We had a right good evening. 

 

May 27, 1951 This morning at 10.30 a chauffeur with an handsome limousine called for us and 

drove us over splendid highways and over townsends and hills and dales to the country house of 

Ernest Geier an old friend of Geo Hamlin whom Ive met there in time gone by. His place 40 

acres with a wonderful lake in two sections and a fine log house with beautiful furnishings is 

near Stamford Conn.. His very attractive wife “Lee” was drowned in an accident on the lake 

seven or eight years ago. His brother died with her. The place is perfect in landscape beauty. His 

elder brothers widow keeps house. Her daughter Mrs. Cunningham came with husband after a 

very good lunch . An Italian gentleman and Mr & Mrs ---- were of the party. Ernest said to me 

“Some people visit graves in cemeteries. I live here in the place she loved.” We really had a very 

pleasant afternoon. We drove back to town with Ernest, Leaving him at the Athletic Club on 59th 

St. he has at least 3 paintings by Agnes Tait now in Santa Fe News Bill McNulty. 

 

May 28, 1951 This morning H. and I went to Dr Hausers for a checkup on me. He finds me in 

good shape. “Keep up your walks. Practice breathing” etc. We went to Chinese restaurant on 

Lex. Ave near 58th for our lunch and then walked all the way home stopping at Robinson’s 
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(Rabinowitz Sons) on 6th Ave and buying a new patent Aluminum easel and box $26.00. I hope 

it will be useful. We were going to ask Ira Moskowitz to send those in Santa Fe. 

 

May 29, 1951 Rain alternating with clear all day. Helen got out for her marketing in the morning 

after posing for 3 hours or so for the Venetian Necklace (with Charlotte). I had a four hour go at 

it this morning. 

 After lunch I lay down for an hour or more. 

 Helen is cutting out a batch of dresses during the afternoon. 

 A young woman Miss Getlieb2267 from the Photo Art Magazine came to see if I would let 

them have some photos of my nude paintings. They have had made photos of some quality and 

have used paintings to accompany and perhaps excuse them. They have had sculptures by Gros 

nude by Carroll whos work is vulgar more so than the photos. She took 10 of our photos. 

 Later June 2. Editor called asked if I had photos of “older” nudes.2268 

 

May 30, 1951 Helen posed this morning in her red dress with yellow apron for the necklace 

panel. I am having a deuce of a time on her head. 

 
2267 Unknown. 

2268 Sloan thought it would be an opportunity to demonstrate how far from photographic realism 
his nudes were, but we also suspected that Photo Art would not really want to show work that 
was so robust. Sloan refused to let them have photos of his work with no line work. Said he 
would have to see the article etc. Nothing came of it. 
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 In the evening Marie Williams and her sister Emma Drechsler2269 widow of and ex 

engineer of the Army came, invited, to dine with us. Helen cooked a very nice roast ham and the 

dinner went off very well. I took Emma up to the studio and showed her some pictures. The 

“Sothrn” streak is strong in her much more than in Marie who tells us that sister inherits 

$100000. They are both tall long legged big in torso & bust. Marie is handsomest. 

 

May 30, 1951 Helen went shopping in afternoon and also to see the eye doctor Guy. She has 

never had a change for 20 years only wears glasses occasionally. 

 In the morning she posed 3 hours for the nude on the red velvet sofa repainted on one I 

painted 15 years ago.2270 

 I lay down a while then walked on the roof. We bought at Rabinowitzs the other day a 

new alluminum tubular easel which with aluminum paint box & palette arrived today. The outfit 

weighs about 5 lbs and looks as though it would work well.  

 I hope to have Ira M. send on my own old sketching easel which Ive had since 1914 

Gloucester. 

 

June 1, 1951 87o Avery ????? H. and I walked part way down to Fulton St for her to place her 

order for new eyeglasses ordered by our Dr. Guy. At Broadway & 4th St we took a bus to Fulton 

and we went to Wanamakers Astor Place afterward to get a jacket for me also jean slacks. From 
 

2269 Unknown. 

2270 Nude with Parrokeets 
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there we walked home. Stopping for our lunch at a Chinese Restaurant near 14th on 7th Ave. A 

good place with plenty of customers. 

 Arriving home at the Chelsea I rested a while and Helen went shopping again. Macys are 

having a dramatic cut price sale. Somewhat phoney H. says many articles have been raised in 

price. 

 I went up and painted on her head in the double portrait with necklace. She came back 

and posed for me later.2271 

 

 
2271 Sloan said we had to have some new clothes so he would not embarrass his cousin, the 
President! I had a bit of trouble convincing him that Dartmouth a college had a lot of professors 
who liked to live & dress independently. And he was quite satisfied to wear the blue denims & 
cool sport shirts I got for him. In Santa Fe & at home he wore calzones I made for him. Years 
ago he used to wear the calzones into town of Santa Fe, but not since it grew in population, full 
of tourists. He did not like to be odd, or a character, anything that could be called picturesque he 
hated for himself. 

 He liked the Mexican style pants to work in for comfort & dignity. And he liked to be 
“different” in wearing white socks (started years ago when he was very conscious of germs & 
poison from dyes in socks). These things were fine points of degree. 

 He did not like to spend money on clothes for show, but did not like to be out of style out 
of “tightness”. When we found the gray Homburg Henri had bought from London around 1920 
(& given Sloan because it did not suit him), had come in to style again, Sloan was very 
particular that it should be correct in every detail. It was a distinguished hat & he had never worn 
it, but he had to be sure that it would not look conspicuous, affected. He hated affectation of all 
kinds. 

 When he went out, he liked to feel well groomed. He knew that he was handsome & 
enjoyed being told so around the home, but I never saw him think about himself in public to 
attract women, which is to say he had no “line” with women at all. 

 He would talk quite candidly with models or in mixed company at parties about the facts 
of live, but never had any “stories” on the subject, like most men - He was ribald, covering up his 
really fastidious nature. 
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June 2, 1951 Raphael Soyer called on me and showed a group of signatures to a letter2272 to the 

Modern museum pointing out their statement of principles and their great neglect of “humanist” 

or realist art. I signed but feel that it will be useless. The Met. Mus has been showing 

contemporary work under its new plans.2273 

 
2272 Soyer’s letter was became the “opening statement” of Reality: A Journal of Artists, which existed 
from 1953-55 and was ultimately signed by over forty artists. See Hemingway’s Artists on the Left: 
American Artists and the Communist Movement, 1926-1956, 239. An excerpt of the letter can be found in 
Irene Rice Pereira: Her Paintings and Philosophy by Karen A. Bearor, 225. 

 The Museum of Modern Art’s response can be found here: 
https://www.moma.org/momaorg/shared/pdfs/docs/press_archives/1711/releases/MOMA_1953_0041_39.
pdf  

2273 Sloan signed the letter mentioned in Reality, Spring 1953 with reluctance. He remarked that 
anti-movements were bad and said he would never attack the ultra modern movement whole-
heartedly because it was fundamentally good-positive-- not like Prohibition. 

 He honestly felt that graphic art was vulnerable to a reactionary swing of the pendulum 
back to sentimentality (one form of which was “morbid” subject matter now accepted by some 
“realists”). And he thought that the invention of photography made it necessary to have 
conscious knowledge about cubism, as an educational experience, to give understanding of the 
plastic qualities of the old masters. 

 I am trying to report on this accurately. 

 Sloan was not being cautious - he was being specific about the effect on the Museum of 
Modern Art. They would not be influenced to have a realists exhibition.(by this letter.) 

 From a long-term standpoint, he did not see any powerful personalities doing original 
realist work, who could demonstrate positively what the crux of the matter was. He did not say 
another Henri was needed because he had the historical wisdom to know the change would 
come in a different form - but we knew it would have to be a magnetic & generous personality, 
not a theory. 

 The hunger for health was there, but little organizations could not find the solution. The 
consistent infiltration of cultural organizations by Marxists had depressed us all about such 
efforts. The thing Henri had was not an institution, it was a group, illuminated by his presence. 
He demanded standards of integrity like a prophet in the bible. That is what is needed! 

 (1953) The sponsors of Reality are already quarreling about one another’s “style,” they 
will succumb to a “lowest common denominator” of interest. 

https://www.moma.org/momaorg/shared/pdfs/docs/press_archives/1711/releases/MOMA_1953_0041_39.pdf
https://www.moma.org/momaorg/shared/pdfs/docs/press_archives/1711/releases/MOMA_1953_0041_39.pdf


1482 
 

 I worked about 6 hours in all on the Glass necklace with H. and Charlotte. After dinner 

H. went on with her sewing. She’s making six or more pretty dresses for the summer. 

 A letter from W Shuster says he is busy on his Incencio” schemes hopes to have some 

regular business in them before long. He also says Selma is in N.Y. 

 Late in the long evening we took a good walk on the roof. 

 Another hot day but a breeze goes through our living room downstairs and the studio is 

not too warm. 

 The editor of Photo Art phoned asked if I could let them have photos of older nudes. I 

told him I would not care to have them used and that I thought his photo nudes were in more 

artistic company if he used nudes painted in a nonimitative way. This would protect the mag. 

from attack offending public decency as he said he would let me know or something. 

 

 
 But Donald Adams’ notice may lead to by-products. 

 Sloan’s point of view about his later work and his wisdom about academicism made him 
reserved in predicting for the future. He would just say for himself, “I wish I knew what I know 
now & were thirty years younger.” He never said he knew how to teach this rich experience 
condensed - to a younger generation. And of course he never wanted to have imitators. 

 I feel that his whole life work is a catalyst that there is a comprehensive richness in his 
growth from which many personalities may be fertilized, find their independent standards. But 
most of all, I feel that the story of his life has to reach this generation with impact, to infuse it 
with the same spirit that made Sloan uncompromising with his talent. The drama is so quiet. He 
had the guts to live alone with his work, decade after decade, and I don’t think he ever tasted 
the temptation to repeat his early work - or to want luxuries or popularity. He seemed innocent 
to temptation by all worldly things of this kind - as though he reserved his conscience to drive 
him in his work when he was tired; or saved it for criticism of his work. 
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June 3, 1951 We were up breakfasted and went out for a walk by 8.45 (The summertime 7.45). 

It is warm with much humidity. We passed the church on Ninth Ave from which J.B. Yeats was 

buried (or rather placed in a vault) in 1922-3?2274 Some of the old style streets are quite homey 

and beautiful compared to the big apartment houses which are more easily lived in, of course. 

 H. is working on alterations in 3 slack pants we bought for me. 

 At five oclock Marie W. in her “Lincoln” car called for us and took us for a ride ending 

up at her sister Mrs Drechsler’s apt in Brooklyn opposite The Narrows. We went down on the 

west side speedway to the Battery and right along under the river by the new Brooklyn tunnel 

then by an elevated roadway along the West shore as far as Canarsie. Beaches all along and lots 

of new apartment houses and separate homes. We turned back and struck off to Annas apartment 

where she had ready a nice dinner Chicken fried S. style. A three room apt “a bargain” at around 

50.00. A ten story apt. house. They came back to the Chelsea driving a different route over the 

Manhattan Bridge. Many delays. Home at 10.30. This city has grown beyond my 

comprehension! 

 

June 4, 1951 Lloyd Goodrich and Miss Irwin of the Whitney Museum came to go over my 

drawings. Lloyd was surprised at my old work in flat black gray white “Poster” style done for 

“Inquirer” and then “Press” in Philadelphia. His liking of these drawings pleased me very much. 

He will I think show some of the full page colored puzzles I made for The Press 1900-1903. 

 Called Arthur Meyer asked him to send in portrait. I want to varnish it. 

 
2274 Other sources indicate Butler is buried in Chestertown, NY. Was he moved? 
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 After lunch just H. and I. They came back again and H. went on with them. I took a nap. 

 Later Miss Marte Dehoney2275 from Mt Clair N.J. called (Her mother whom we had met 

at the Acad. ceremonial May 25 was not able to come sickness of her son). The young girl has 

got M.A. degree which will qualify her to teach art. Some years ago I had visited? them and 

showed projector slides of some of the paintings. Her father freight agt of the AT&SF. RR was a 

First W War friend of Dr. Low who operated on me 1931 at Pueblo, Col. Her brother is in 

electronics Tel. Vis. 

 Varnished with Copal “Spring Green Wash Sq.” which A. Kraushaar is sending to 

possible sale in Col. Also sending Savings Bank and Recruiting Union Sq. (pre Maratta) 19092276 

which is the year I started in the winter prob. to use M colors. 

 Letter from Ann Moskowitz in Santa Fe says that Stoumbis is letting the place 314 

Garcia get into bad shape. He has free studio with appliances. 

 

June 5, 1951 The Bad News about our supposed caretaker in Santa Fe is bad & we much 

appreciate Ira & Anna investigating the situation. The boy however is “shell shocked”.  

 Lloyd Goodrich went to see the portrait of Arthur Meyer in Scarsdale. Says he dont want 

it for the Whitney Ex. 

 Goodrich & Miss Irwin worked on the drawings and clipped repros of poster style 

morning and she 
 

2275 Unknown. 

2276 The Savings Bank (private collection) Elzea 185 
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 Mary Heaton Vorse the wise and dear lady whom we met lately suffering from the high 

brows and the “refinement” at the Ceremonial of the A. Inst of A&L. She says she hates 

refinement. To get away from it, she would if younger go street walking! She talked to us most 

entertainingly for an hour. She will soon return to her home in Provincetown Cape Cod. Helen 

got her book about Provincetown from the library. It is a good book about her home there her 

husband Vorse and Joe O’Brian. She said she remembers John Barber “such a timid boy” years 

ago at Masses meetings.  

 

June 6, 1951 Miss Irwin working on the drawing selection all morning leaving about 1 oclock 

P.M. 

 After lunch Mrs. Arthur Meyer came in (by auto) and brought in the portrait of A.M. I 

painted last June. Later in the afternoon I started to work on it. It looked good but I think that I 

can improve it (background). 

 I painted a long while this morning on the “Busses in Wash. Square” canvas and it is 

quite a lot better than it was originally. 

 Spring Wash Sq. is varnished Copal then Mastie2277.(sp?) 

 Helen wrote to Anna M. in Santa Fe and told her of the things she is to get from our 

“Sinagua” and pack and ship to us. 

 Sent in Signature for Gardner Cowles Chm2278. 

 
2277 WHAT IS THIS 
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 Freedom House Declaration of Freedom Anniversary2279 

 

June 7, 1951 I went on working on the Meyer portrait and was sure that I will be able to make 

the background better. 

 Lee Jackson came in and liked J Barber’s drawings particularly (They are more 

“perfect”) he will try to arrange to show them to D’Alessio2280 dealer (Babcock Gal2281). Dont 

like the frames of course. They are bad. 

 Miss Irwin and L. Goodrich here several hours each day. 

 Selma Shuster called during? day and H. asked her to come in during the evening. She 

was late of course. Has been travelling stopping in Brooklyn. Her daughter is going to stay in the 

East this summer and go to some classes. (Her own father is a preacher.)  

 

June 8, 1951 We walked downtown and stopped for Helens glasses before 12 oclock. We 

walked quite the larger part of the way home. Stopped and bought a nice Panama straw hat and a 

belt for me. I had a good panama more than 45 years ago. Of course I went with a Stetson in 

Santa Fe. Traded some etchings for a fine nutria felt and have worn it for thirty summers out 

there. 

 
2278 ?? 

2279 ??? 

2280 Cannot find information. 

2281 Driscoll Babcock Galleries was founded in 1852 and shows American art. 
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 I am acquiring a trousseau for Hanover. Twould be a pity of President John Sloan Dickey 

lost his job in Dartmouth on acc of a shabby looking old relative. 

 I ------ several hours on the Meyer portrait. 

 In the evening Ruth Martin, Mr. Glover and young doctor H. Farr were guests and H. 

cooked a beautiful turkey dinner for them. 

 Ruth is buying paintings in “easy” payments and selected two small nudes to add to her 

collection this evening. Nude on highstool with lines & dots2282 also a nude2283 quite small 

painted in Santa Fe. 

 

June 9, 1951 This morning I had the daring to change the lower part of the face in the AS Meyer 

portrait.2284 A risky thing for the head is satisfactory to other folk. Worked six or more hours on it 

and I think it will be better. Bill Bomar came in and was shocked to see that I had alterations 

under way. He had liked it! 

 Helen and I walked on the roof late in the afternoon for 30 min. Mr Goodrich worked 

some 4 hours on his sorting and selecting of items for the exhibition at Whitney Museum. 

 
2282 Nude, Green Draped High Stool (Pierce Galleries) Elzea 1152 

2283 Probably Small Nude on White (private collection) Elzea 785 

2284 Lloyd Goodrich was astonished and worried by what Sloan was doing to the Meyer portrait. 
He took me aside downstairs, “Is he all right, Helen? Does he know what he is doing?” 

 I assured Lloyd that Sloan did know what he was doing, that his process went on with 
the underpainting & glazing technique - and that I had promised Sloan to stop him if he became 
incompetent to judge what he was doing.  

 Lloyd later said he was amazed: Sloan did know. 
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 A letter from John Barber says he will be over to get pictures and will take my advice 

about new frames. 

 Bill Bomar left for the Summer. He is letting his place to two students for the summer. 

 

June 10, 1951 I got at the portrait this morning. I worked about 3 hours and after lunch I took a 

rest for 2 hours and went back at the job. The strain of this tearing down and repainting a thing 

that I have been paid for is terrific! Frightening. Helen backs me up with all her wisdom and 

love. Meanwhile she is going on with her dress making and washing and ironing with calm skill! 

What a girl! 

 A shower in the afternoon so we did not walk. I paced the living room for 3/4 hour. 

 A letter from W. Pach in Athens. Good news. He has been accepted by a “young not too 

young” Greek girl and will be married as soon as possible by the Greek church ceremony. This is 

just what H. thought might happen. Pachs first visit to Greece and the young lady had only been 

in Athens a few months. Looks like kind Fate. 

 

June 11, 1951 Goodrich worked over my past books etc. this morning. 

 I worked on the A.S. Meyer portrait which is a ticklish job! 

 In the evening Helen and I took a walk on the roof. 

 The blankets etc which H. had asked Ann & Ira to ship us from Sinagua arrived all in 

good order. We will need them in Hanover N.H. 
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June 12, 1951 In the morning I worked on a repaint of the red hangings back of the Meyer 

portrait. Its under heat for hours. 

 Helen took some of my own “Press” clippings of the past to be mounted by Miss Haight 

at Pub. Library who is to mount them, as she did the large color pages last year. 

 I took a 30 block walk above through 22, 21, 20, 19, 18, 17th Streets between 7th and 8th 

Avenues. 

 Charlotte Letteaux called after phoning and we had tea. She brought a good Strawberry 

tart. She looks well. 

 Later at Helens invitation Miss Irwin and Lloyd Goodrich came to dinner and we enjoyed 

a pleasant evening with them looking over many of the photos of my past. “Trilby” amused 

them. I noted afterward that I had no feelings of nostalgia in looking back over past days. The 

old studio “806” Walnut came nearest. 

 They stayed until 1 oclock AM. 

 

June 13, 1951 Helen went up to Columbia campus this morning and after some difficulty she 

found the bound volumes of the found files of the Phila. Press. She looked through some of ‘98s 

and found some of my drawings for the Sunday Ed. Each month makes a big volume. 

 I worked on a correction of my old panel (ever new) “Venus and Fawn.” 
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 After she came back at 1 oclock and gave me lunch I went to work again. We were 

interrupted by Miss DeForrest2285 who takes orders for “Louvre” frames. We gave her an order 

to be delivered in September about 300.00. Paid her $100.00 on acc. 

 Lined up the head of Mr. Meyers portrait. It looks as well or better than before.2286 

 

June 14, 1951 A rainy day But Helen went down town to Fezandie & Spurlic and got a batch of 

dry colors for our tempera work. 

 I painted on the Meyer portrait. I feel that altho it is nerve racking my drastic 

improvements are proving to be things it needed. 

 Mr. Goodrich worked in the living room on my “memorabilia” preparing his writing for 

the catalogue. 

 In the evening I spent a couple of hours solving a few of my old charade picture puzzles. 

Good fun. Its a wonder that I have not been kept at them all my life But they are too difficult to 

be popular! 

 Also lined 5 little partitioned plastic boxes with foam rubber sheets to carry dry colors. 

 

June 15, 1951 I worked all day on the portrait. Time off for lunch and a short nap afternoon. 

Helen went up town in the late afternoon. Stopped in to see Antoinette K. who has sent 3 

 
2285 Unclear. 

2286 Goodrich changed his mind about the Meyer portrait after Sloan re-painted it. 
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paintings to McClellan in Cal. “Sp. Wash Sq.” Savings B.” Recruiting Powie dealer in Cal. has 

Throbbing Fountain Day out on approval. H. had her glasses checked by Dr. Guy. 

 Lloyd Goodrich put in his daily stint going over books etc. 

 Olcorr (SP?) Baker2287 photog who does work for Whitney Mus came, took photos of 6 

paintings. Will send proofs Wednesday. 

 In the evening Mary F. Roberts came across the hall to dine with us, and we liked to hear 

her talk. She is interested in life, it sustains her. She “gets around” has been approached lately to 

go on a Television Show “Life begins at 80.”2288 She turned them down thinks the program is 

vulgar ignorant & cheap presentation of senility which it is! 

 

June 16, 1951 John Barber & Margaret drive from Phila. and picked up his paintings. We 

advised him on concensus of opinions of friends that he should put on simpler frames. They are 

leaving for Mexico in a couple of weeks, so that matter can wait until fall. We declined dinner 

with them as I am too busy to dress. 

 I worked on A S Meyer portrait all day and I have undoubtedly improved it. 

 Shut up in our rather small bed room Lloyd G. worked quietly all morning. 

 In the evening Spike Bell & Agatha called for us and after a home cocktail they took us 

to dinner at Petitpas. Much the same look to the place old fake Petitpas (Nick Yost) is still in 

 
2287 Possibly Oliver Baker. Not much information available, however. 

2288 Life Begins at Eighty ran from 1950-1956 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_Begins_at_Eighty)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_Begins_at_Eighty


1492 
 

charge as owner. Tells folks he is the Mlles P.s brother! Gives ---------the people in my picture 

(photo) by his own idea of the names. But we had a nice not . The French cooks know how to 

give a good lick to nothingness. We came home and spent a nice evening. 

 

June 17, 1951 This morning up pretty early and I went on I hope perfecting the portrait. 

 Then I had my usual struggle with a Kodak taking some photos of it. Of course I am quite 

sure that many of my exposures will be nothing! 

 Mr. Meyers chauffeur with car stopped for us and drove us out to Scarsdale and Gen 

Howe’s. A beautiful drive with adult fertile greens headquarters where Meyers wife and daughter 

and son awaited us. Well, anyhow they were there and we had a Bourbon before dinner. A good 

turkey dinner and very delicious. A young prof. from Univ. of Cal, Winkler2289 and pretty 

brunette little wife a nice fellow and liberal, one of those who stood out against loyalty oath2290 

as a breach of civil rights. I know he’s right and at his age I would have been likely to do the 

same. 

 I think I would have preferred to die for a constitutional principle rather than for my 

country. A.S. Meyer showed and read some of his beautiful and clever poetic charades. Each one 
 

2289 Harold Winkler (1909/10-1984), professor of political science and government at UC Berkeley 
(http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/uchistory/archives_exhibits/loyaltyoath/nonsigners.html). His wife was 
named Grendel. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1989/06/02/china-expert-owen-
lattimore-victim-of-mccarthyism-dies/6081c429-de4c-4506-a689-
2c3c173145e4/?utm_term=.a504b2e41871)  

2290 In 1949 the University of California regents demanded that all University employees sign a loyalty 
oath to the US Constitution and disavow any membership or support of Communist organizations (or 
anti-American government groups). Thirty-one professors refused to sign (including Winkler), and were 
fired in 1950 (http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/uchistory/archives_exhibits/loyaltyoath/index.html).  

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/uchistory/archives_exhibits/loyaltyoath/nonsigners.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1989/06/02/china-expert-owen-lattimore-victim-of-mccarthyism-dies/6081c429-de4c-4506-a689-2c3c173145e4/?utm_term=.a504b2e41871
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1989/06/02/china-expert-owen-lattimore-victim-of-mccarthyism-dies/6081c429-de4c-4506-a689-2c3c173145e4/?utm_term=.a504b2e41871
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1989/06/02/china-expert-owen-lattimore-victim-of-mccarthyism-dies/6081c429-de4c-4506-a689-2c3c173145e4/?utm_term=.a504b2e41871
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/uchistory/archives_exhibits/loyaltyoath/index.html
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a work of art. My charade drawings may have now and then reached that. But they paid the 

landlord. By the way they all liked the revised portrait. 

 We came back by train walked by choice through the beautiful estates of Scarsdale 

Hartsdale. 

 

June 18, 1951 This morning after breakfast therein I stayed abed until after 11 oclock, resting up 

under orders of my Helen. Both Lloyd Goodrich and Miss Irwin were on the premises going over 

my memorabilia & past performances. 

 After they had gone I did a little work on a panel “Venus and Fawn” is on the ways again 

being modified. 

 My dynamic little old bookbinder Mr. Hulling came in to show me and give me an old 

book edited by Countess ---- Mrs. Frank Leslie2291. I did not accept it. An ornate brochure about 

a “Portrait of an “unknown gentleman” by Gilbert Stuart2292” a very bad picture (from the photo 

evidence). Probably a big sales racket of 1928? I gave Hulling a small etching. 

 Late in daylight 7 oclock Day Sav. Time H. and I took a good walk out and around 

Madison Square twice. Back she made super after which at 9 oclock two young art students of 

Univ of Tex, friend of B. Bomart who are using his place called on me. I showed pictures and 

talked to them. H. was afraid I was exerting too much. 

 
2291 Miriam Leslie (1836-1914) publisher and writer. After her husband Frank Leslie died, she took his 
and name. She also called herself the “Baroness de Bazus.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miriam_Leslie)  

2292 Gilbert Charles Stuart (1755-1828) painter known for painting George Washington 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_Stuart). Unknown which painting this is.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miriam_Leslie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_Stuart
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June 19, 1951 Mr. Goodrich worked all morning. I got out early and took a 31 block walk and 

when I came back I got at work on the “Venus Fawn” panel which seems to be improving. 

 During the afternoon W. Aronberg lawyer who made out our wills in ‘44 came with a girl 

and a Mr Dugan2293. We showed some pictures without much joy.2294 

 A. Aronberg asked us to come down to the fifth floor where he was visiting Mr. Robert 

Flaherty2295 the famous movie maker who has had a place here for 5 years and is now and for 3 

weeks confined with some illness. He phoned and we went down had a glass of champagne “to 

celebrate the organization of the “Submarine Discovery Co”2296. Directors Flaherty Aronberg 

Dugan and two ladies there present. I have the name wrong it has something to do with movie 

making I think. I met Flaherty & son and wife out in Santa Fe 1929 or so. 

 Packed 16 or so gesso panels for N. Hampshire. Helen phoned Hanover and prof. stewart 

said our place is ready. 

 
 

2293 Unknown. 

2294 Aronberg had “inherited” Harry Weinberger’s practice, & thus had Flaherty as a client. 
Aronberg given a picture 1944 or 1945 (Gloucester) (SF?) 

 Flaherty was miserable with shingles so we did not stay long. 

 Aronberg called once in a while with a different girl in tow each time. He had over 
charged for the will (a fine picture), & we did not really care for him, his attitude was commercial. 
He was taking an interest in art because it was cheaper than betting on horses! 

2295 Robert J. Flaherty (1884-1951), directed Nanook of the North, an early commercially-successful 
documentary feature (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_J._Flaherty)  

2296 What is this 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_J._Flaherty
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June 20, 1951 Helen worked on packing our trunks ready for our leaving Sat. for New 

Hampshire. 

 I took a good 32 block walk in the morning. 

 Lloyd Goodrich and his secretary did a long mornings job on drawings and illustrations 

of my past. 

 I worked a few hours on “Venus & Fawn” panel. 

 In the evening H. had asked X.J. Barile to have dinner with us. We had a very good meal 

with corn bread. (She told us, after, that some went in the pressure cooker had been forgotten and 

burned!) She extemporized a good stew etc. We had claret and talked during the evening with 

ponies of brandy. X.J.B is sort of restful as a guest. 

 

June 21, 1951 Started rather later in the morning for my 32 block (1-1/2 miles) walk. It was hot 

and humid. The sky somewhat threatening showers. 

 H. had the 2 trunks all ready and they were picked up later. 

 I worked on the Venus and Fawn panel it is now dated ‘37-’38-’45-’51! 

 

June 22, 1951 Started at 9 AM and waked 40 blocks a full two miles. It is an overcast sultry day. 

 Helen busy on final arrangements of house. Sending a portfolio of drawings etchings etc 

to Kraushaars for perusal by L. Goodrich later. 
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 Worked on the panel of the Girl playing Violin cello on stage of the St. Francis 

Auditorium Santa Fe some years ago. It looks better. 

 In the evening Dr. Chas. & Mrs. Farr took us to dine at the Sea food place here in the 

Chelsea. Afterward we showed some of the old charade puzzle clippings. Helens mother was 

much interested in them. 

 Our box of gesso panels left by COD Ex. this morning. 

 

June 23, 1951 On to N.H.  

We were up by 6.30 this morning and started by taxi to Grand Central at 8.30. We 

decided to take some of my 1914 Gloucester sketches 20x24 unmounted canvas and H. brought a 

batch of etchings 2 paintings of late period in the trunks. 

 Our very long train had many modern “coach” cars and only one “Parlor” car. We had 

seats in the latter and they had sold more tickets than seats so people sat at dining room table 

section (only 6 tables) many indignant of whom I was one of course. A family group had about 6 

seats Grandmother wealthy and felt badly served. Young mother with 3 girls & baby boy very 

intelligent for 2-1/2 years. 

 We were carrying our “Duke” the rat in a shoe box, and after 4 or 5 hours passed I 

showed him to the children. Screams of delight! 

 The train went very slowly toward the last of the trip. Out the windows views of the 

Conn. River and green hills, looked very greeny to me after 31 summers in Santa Fe. 
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 Reaching Norwich on Vermont side (station for Hanover N.H.) Mrs. John L. Stewart 

from whom we are subletting met us and drove us across the bridge gave H. a chance to do some 

shopping and then 2 Occom Ridge A first floor apt nicely furnished (children upstairs)! --- fine 

houses & campus buildings and all --- in green. No sight of river.2297 2298 

 
 

2297 Sloan’s main objection to an Eastern summer was dislike of humidity. He did perspire a lot in 
damp hot weather - it was part of his high-strung disposition, but he had finally learned that it did 
not cause colds. 

 We embarked on this adventure in gray weather & discomfort. He was accustomed to 
travel in a quiet compartment when making a long trip. 

 As we came to the Connecticut River scenery he reluctantly admired the vistas through 
the mist. They were quietly beautiful & he said, like the Susquahanna which we loved. (I had 
thought of --- Haven for the summer, but that is really hot & humid) 

 My heart sank when we went over the apartment. The living room was dark from shade 
trees outside & gloomy anyhow with full wall paper & dark wood panelling. First Sloan was 
disappointed & then he said he didn’t really expect to work anyhow. If he had been all steamed 
up to paint I should have been uneasy - it would have been unnatural. 

 The only room with north light was our bedroom but he hoped to work outdoors a good 
deal. Later we shifted the furniture so Sloan could paint (I worked in another little bedroom, with 
terrific green reflections) It was crowded - the walls covered with a pink flowered paper, 
reflections came up from the green grass on sunny days so we put up translucent plastic 
curtains to screen the glare. 

 It was a terrific change from our own spacious house in Santa Fe with the great vista 
from every window, but it was better to have a small new place & a complete change than to 
have Sloan depressed by a too convenient working situation. I was uneasy about how he would 
stand the change but felt in my heart that there was something appropriate about this situation - 
it was a challenge = which was what he needed. 

2298 Sloan redrew hands of Yolande in Blue with pastel the morning we left for Hanover. I found 
him in the studio studying his hands in mirror. Said he wanted to leave out the deformity in her 
hands (arthritis). “She is such a beautiful person & likes beauty, it would hurt her for this sign of 
age to show - so unimportant.” 

 I posed for the hands a few minutes. 

 After Sloan died I repainted them as he would have wished. Goodrich OK’s. 
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June 24, 1951 This morning H. gave me breakfast in bed as usual. Later we took a walk and 

found our way out of the rich houses lawns etc along the ridge and edge of golf course to 

wooded drop to the river beautiful huge pine trees many big maples and other birches high stout 

and white with self scars. Such splendid old elms seeming older than the houses. Occom Pond 

and Country Club preserving the water side for 50 miles north. 

 I felt that I might attempt to paint say a mile away from the beautiful section around the 

campus.2299 

 After 2 hour walk & lunch We both lay down and did a nap. 

 Later on abut 5.30 (Daylight saving up here as in NYC) we walked through the Campus 

section to the shop section saw the big Inn owned by the Trustees of Dartmouth. 

 We are not far from the beautiful house of the President of Dart. John Sloan Dickey. Of 

course the evident perspiration one goes into here is cause of regret as against Santa Fe and I 

have no tools to hand as in S.F. and all the mass of customary junk I have there But if I can get 

myself to work, twill answer. 

 

June 25, 1951 We had a heavy shower during the night but morning was clear. We walked to 

town and while H. shopped in one of those Super markets, so prevalent today, I took a short walk 

 
2299 He was concerned that we lived in a rich part of the community because of the green lawns 
(ostentatious in Santa Fe) all carefully manicured. Later found we were in “boarding house row” 
& felt better! 

 We put up paintings & etchings immediately & felt more at home. 
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on an off street. I never saw such a clean, yet blooming town. Trees and lawns and verdant 

growth everywhere. 

 Only one of our trunks arrived the small one. The office of the Boston & Marine RR. 

hopes that it may come tomorrow. “The Summer Camp rush is on”. After lunch we lay down and 

I had a good nap. 

 “The Duke” is apparently happy in Dartmouth Campus. Its the Earl kinship in his blood. 

We walked later in the afternoon and took a side road “Tuck drive” down through wonderful 

wooded easy slope to the river. I am now sure that good themes for pictures are at hand. The 

Bridge, great huge pines, the river with Vermont across it. We came home by North Main St 

Beautiful buildings of the College everywhere back to Occom Ridge and pond then south the our 

house No. 2. 

 

June 26, 1951 A beautiful and clear day and quite cool. The night too was cool. We walked 

north and around the west section of the golf links of the country club. Some of the views of 

ravines & hills to the east were fine. 

 We came home to 2 Occum Ridge. Helen made lunch and shortly after I lay down and 

napped off & on for two hours. 

 We then walked to the shop section and took with us the radio tubes from the Stewart’s 

set bought one $1.80 walked home in a roundabout way ending on main st Campus West and 

back to Occom Ridge as usual. After some rearrangements the radio is working pretty well. 

Limited number of stations available on acc. Mountainous country. 
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June 27, 1951 The morning warm and overcast. After breakfast we worked on getting materials 

palette etc ready for our future operations. 

 After lunch I lay down for quite a while. The sky cleared sun came out. Helen and I 

walked down to the Main St stores. It was very hot and humid. The contrast between this climate 

and that of Santa Fe in degree of discomfort from heat is surely in favor of Santa Fe. I suffered as 

we walked searching a street leading to the river and failed. H. left me at the Campus green and 

shopped. I walked west on Wheelock St and found that it led to the river (didnt go down the hill). 

We met and walked home in the heat of the sun. After a cup of tea and rest we took a walk later 

to the N. end of Occom lake the Sun lower and much cooler. 

 A letter from Mrs. J.S. Dickey dated June 22 reached us today. H. phoned and explained 

to secretary (?) 

 Helen is developing a cold! 

 

June 28, 1951 In the morning about 10 we walked over to Hitchcock Hosp. and took the bus 

going to Lebanon Five miles run seemed 3 times as long as the 6 miles from Sinagua to Santa 

Fe! Lebanon has woolen mills a rushing little river once origin of power I suppose. We had lunch 

and replenished our supply of whiskey (Doctor’s orders, and Helen has a cold). None sold in 

Hanover. 

 We lay down and napped after our return to Hanover. Later in the afternoon (Dr) John 

Sloan Dickey and his wife Christine and a large bunch of flowers came to call on us. Such a 
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genial young-ever fellow. After sitting a few minutes He said that we must go for a ride - went 

over to his beautiful presidential residence and came back in their car. We went on a thoroughly 

beautiful ride up the N. Hamp side of the Conn River and back on the Vermont side. This simple 

statement leaves out all the beauty of river and woods and little old houses, old wooden bridge 

(1) high hills, distant mountains and home to his garden. He is a Dartmouth grad how wonderful 

to be its Prexy today! His connection with the Civil Rights Report Committee is one of his 

points. His oldest daughter was at home came out to see us again (N.Y.C. formerly). 

 

June 29, 1951 Clouded over this morning but Helen and I walked to Main St shopping district 

where she made some purchases of supplies. We walked home and the rain began to fall. No 

wonder that the trees and grass and flowers are so blooming. It rained all afternoon and evening 

not heavy rain as in Santa Fe (for 15 minute periods) but quite persistant. 

 We napped in the afternoon until about 3 oclock. 

 Christine Dickey drove over from their neighboring house and took us to tea where we 

met Mr & Mrs. Adelbert Ames2300. He is interested in eyesight. Believes as I do that the eye does 

not see things. Just a sort of arabesque. Only one spot in sharp focus (as I have thought). 

 A Mrs. West2301 who is in charge of the gallery of the Baker Library whos husband paints 

nice watercolors. He is taking an ex of his work out of town today. We had tea and highballs. 

Dickey has many of my etchings on the walls. The house fine and comfortable. Both daughters 

 
2300 Adelbert Ames Jr. (1880-1955) American scientist, taught at Dartmouth College 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelbert_Ames_Jr.)  

2301 Who is this?? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelbert_Ames_Jr
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large girls 16 & 15 years. We went into the Howe Library (town) and H. got out 3 books. It is 

based on one of the old houses with a brick addition. Has not much income. 

 

June 30, 1951 We walked across the river into Vermont and saw more enjoyably some of the 

locations we passed in Dickeys car on Wed. Covered about 2 miles but we feel that there is great 

landscape material within walking distance. Home to lunch after 3 mile walk. 

 It rained quite steadily in the afternoon. 

 In the late afternoon we went to the top floor apartment in our house 2 Occum Rdg. and 

had tea with Prof Shultz2302 (English Dept) and his statuesque Wife and 3 children. A very 

pleasant man, teaching and hoping to write. (Schultz) 

 

Middle of Year in PM 

July 1, 1951 Overcast sky but no rain in the morning. John S. Dickey and son 10 yr John Sloan 

Dickey Jr. drove up and took us a ride across bridge to Norwich and on west. Hills rolling and 

fields with some cattle beautiful vistas old barns & farmhouses. It would be much more inspiring 

to live in some such real rusticity. Back south along the River and home. Dickeys leave for a 

place on Lake Champlain today. 

 For my “required” walk Helen and I did an hour and a half around east of golf links then 

to the ski jump and back South of golf links and around Occom pond. After lunch and a nap we 

 
2302 Cannot find information. 
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went to Carpenter Hall2303 where Mrs West is in charge. She showed the special room with J.S. 

collection 3 paintings several etchings and some reproductions and drawings. They have a fine T. 

Eakins of Bosie Architect2304 and a good collection. 

 We had tea later and then took another walk as the sun had come out a rare sight and we 

hope the weather has changed. The campus lawns looked beautiful and the old college buildings 

gleamed white. A frightful stone chapel2305 disgraces it a Memorial to someone (In Hell?) 

 

July 2, 1951 This morning we walked “downtown” to Main St shopping for some drawing pads 

and making inquiry about having a new frame made for my painting Roof Chelsea” with pigeons 

in the Carpenter Hall College group. We walked about the district came back and bought me a 

new pair of walking shoes. Wore them and walked home to lunch. A good nap afterward and 

then we walked to Carpenter Hall and had another look a[t] the collection. A good lot of 

paintings not many of the popular stylish sort. 

 While there met Fisk Boyd2306 his wife and 22 year handsome daughter. He studied at the 

ASL with me and his wife2307 had studied with Geo B. Luks. She and a couple of girl friends had 

 
2303 Carpenter Hall houses the art history department (https://arthistory.dartmouth.edu/contact-us).  

2304 Thomas Eakins, The Architect (Portrait of John Joseph Borie III), 1926, Hood Museum 

2305 Possibly Rollins Chapel, dedicated 1885 (https://students.dartmouth.edu/tucker/sacred-spaces/rollins-
chapel/history).  

2306 Fiske Boyd (1895-1975) painter, printmaker 
(https://www.annexgalleries.com/artists/biography/255/Boyd/Fiske)  

2307 Cannot find information. 

https://arthistory.dartmouth.edu/contact-us
https://students.dartmouth.edu/tucker/sacred-spaces/rollins-chapel/history
https://students.dartmouth.edu/tucker/sacred-spaces/rollins-chapel/history
https://www.annexgalleries.com/artists/biography/255/Boyd/Fiske
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known & entertained him. His drinking of course and his humor! They are coming Thursday to 

take us to their farm house south of here. 

 After we had brought them to 2 Occum R. and gave them a high ball they started home. 

Helen made our dinner and afterward went on an evening walk around Occum Pond and as far as 

the golf links. 

 To bed by ten oclock after which I wrote this scribble sitting in bed.2308 

 

July 3, 1951 We walked to the Main St Stores this morning and while I went and ordered two 

frames from Wittemore (one for the pigeons panel in Carpenter Hall) Helen went into the stores 
 

2308 Sloan kept grousing about the weather - although he admitted that variety of climate was 
stimulating. And he loved the gray days without rain when the form & colors are so fresh & the 
light is kind to the eye. 

 I kept a cautious check on my enthusiasm for the subject matter (not wanting him to be 
disappointed from the beginning) - hoping that he would care for it enough to put up with the 
rainy days. If he could just “catch a yearning”, find affection for subjects & get started. I knew we 
could work out practical things like a proper studio. 

 He could have had Paul Sample’s studio in nearby Carpenter Hall (but this was hot & 
Sloan felt too pretentious to start out in) or a room in Pres. Dickey’s house. But I could see he 
did not want any convenience, nor the feeling that he ought to be working because we had it. If 
he had really wanted to not work he would have sat in one of those places & moped, & that was 
not Sloan to do something absurd. 

 He grouched about the lack of studio, but I know it touched his pride eventually to be 
young enough to overcome the inconvenience - & the Whitney business was forgotten while he 
had this present problem. 

 We asked the postman where to buy good walking shoes. His kindness, & the genuine 
thoughtfulness of Mr. Goodyear who fitted Sloan, impressed him. The attitude of the community 
was new to him. They did not know who he was; nor try to cheat him. Other incidents of this 
kind made him feel at home as a plain person. He liked this, it was new to him, to be treated 
freshly for himself, anonymously; & he liked the kind of people & place that had this natural 
good attitude. 
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to order her provisions. I walked home after getting a map2309 of this “precinct Village” of 

Hanover. Helen came later by taxi, with her groceries etc. 

 Before our lunch we went for another walk (consulting our map). We walked east for a 

mile & a half until the houses grew scarcer and valleys and hills lay ahead on the highway. We 

walked back. This made my score 3-1/2 miles or more for today. 

 We took a nap after lunch and then walked to Carpenter Hall and looked at the rest of the 

pictures there. Saw Mrs West who introduced us to a Texas lady. She said that Mr. Herbert West 

her husband would like to drive us down to Fisk Boyds on Thursday saving them the trips to 

fetch and return us. Later she phoned us and asked us to come to tea at her home tomorrow. Mr 

West to call for us. 

 Helen has had a cold for several days but it seems to be leaving her. 

 

July 4, 1951 I wrote to Mrs. Alden March2310 widow of my old Sunday Ed. of Phila Press who is 

in the NY Phone book 606 West 116. I asked her if she had any of the original pen drawings I 

made for about 8 years 1903-1910 of the Puzzles. Wanted by Lloyd Goodrich for the 

Retrospective in 1952. 

 We walked this morning out South Main St to Mink Brook and back, about 3 miles. 

Some preparations for Independence day exercises on the Campus. 

 
2309 From the day Sloan got the map, he began to take a different interest in the place. He liked 
to have some practical problems to mull over in the summer & here was a job of exploration, 
study of altitudes, ponds - & then consideration of more interesting places to paint (& live near). 

2310 Cannot find information. 
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 About 5 oclock we walked to Carpenter Hall and met Mrs Cari--2311 at Robson West. In a 

short time Herbert Faulkner West2312 called for us. We had a look at the art dept studios good 

light, Mr. Sample2313 has a large one for himself. 

 Mr West drove us to Buel St and his brick house concrete & steal 3 baths 9 rooms. Mrs. 

W. came home on her bicycle. She made us highballs and in a while a good dinner. The son 16 

years 6 ft 3” seems a little frail grown too fast. We looked at Herb Seniors pictures simple and 

quite good watercolors. Prof. of Comparative Lit. We hear that J.F. Dickey is criticised for 

getting State Dept. men advancing them over older men. More attention to Govt. & Law than to 

Humanities & Culture. West suggests that some of my work be placed with Dartmouth. A 

reliable man. He drove us home in a few minutes.2314 

 

July 5, 1951 Cloudy but fine  

 
2311 Unknown. 

2312 Herbert Faulkner West (1898-1974) Professor of Comparative Literature at Dartmouth 
(http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w60z79v2)  

2313 Paul Sample (1896-1974) New England-based artist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Sample_(artist))  

2314 Herbert West had been picked out by Dickey as the right man for Sloan’s taste. There was 
an immediate affection for one another, mutual agreement on politics, etc. He was very 
forthright in his admiration for Sloan, thoughtful, enthusiastic & the ideal friend to stimulate him. 
Nearly 30 years younger, he could show his genuine regard & respect without making Sloan 
feel “respectable” or “respected.” 

 As soon as West heard of Sloan’s diaries etc. he asked if Dartmouth could look after 
them. He had “good” possessiveness! 

http://snaccooperative.org/ark:/99166/w60z79v2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Sample_(artist))
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Herbert West called for us at about 10.30 and drove us South to the house of Fisk Boyd 

in Plainfield N.H. An interesting old house with many “antiques” of pots pans jugs and furniture. 

His studio in a large barn where he paints. Makes wood blocks and etches. Mrs. B. also paints 

well and boldly (studied with Luks). Their very handsome dark eyed daughter also draws & 

etches. We had sherry and a very good lunch. They raise some of their vegetables. 

 Later in the afternoon Boyd drove us a few miles to the long time home of Maxfield 

Parrish2315 who I have not seen for more than 52 years. He left Phila in 1898 came up to this 

beautiful ___sight (where his father had a home) built his house and studio house and has lived 

here (near Cornish) ever since. We are nearly of an age 80 yrs.2316 I did not know him very well 

but he tells me he attended some of our studio farces (at 806 Walnut St Studio). His work is of a 

super finished unreal sort which now interests me more than it did some years ago. He is a 

craftsman and technician and has made much money. The views from the ridge where the home 

is situated are very beautiful. He seemed to enjoy our visit. The Boyds drove us back to Hanover. 

We had a “special” by Helen and they left for Plainfield. 

 

July 6, 1951 We walked to the Howe library and then met Mr. West and with him arranged for a 

ride and perhaps sketching for this afternoon. We, Helen and I walked afterward and then came 

home where H. prepared lunch. 

 
2315 Maxwell Parrish (1870-1966) painter and illustrator known for his use of color 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maxfield_Parrish)  

2316 Parrish - “When you get to be our age, Sloan, you have to live every day as though you had 
thirty years more to work” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maxfield_Parrish
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 I lay down a while for a nap. Later West came in his car and took us for a 45 mile ride up 

on Vermont side then inland and back to the N.H. near Orford. There West took us to call on 

Chas Jackson2317 whose book “Lost Week End”2318 has been a great success. Jackson was most 

cordial to me. Said he had me on a Columbia Radio program in 1939. I do not remember this But 

my memory is a villainous void! 

 Herbert West has known him many years. His wife light haired with pink rimmed eyes a 

personality of a good kind. 

 We saw many wonderful vistas of valleys and green hill. West has known this country all 

his life. He also knows England and Europe. He saw the few Gloucester paintings we have here 

and wants to buy one of them. I agree of course. 

 

July 7, 1951 Clear and Hot  

This morning Herbert West called and paid me $50.00 in advance on the 20x242319 

Gloucester picture he brought a stretcher tacks and I mounted the canvas & stretched it. It looks 

very good. He gave Helen a ride down to Main St. When she returned we both walked down 

there and home through the college lanes. 

 We are going to sketch in his company this afternoon. 

 
2317 Charles Reginald Jackson (1903-1968) American author and novelist 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_R._Jackson)  

2318 The Lost Weekend was published in 1944 and was adapted into an Academy Award-winning Billy 
Wilder film in 1945 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lost_Weekend_(novel))  

2319 Rocks, Near Rocky Neck, Gloucester (private collection) Elzea 295 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_R._Jackson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lost_Weekend_(novel))
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 A letter from Teresa Bokos dated San Francisco says she and Joe will be back to their hill 

in Santa Fe right soon. 

 Our sketching trip with Mr. West took us just across the bridge into Vermont. I made a 

tempera start looking N. from the highway very strange & poor. Helen got a good prospect in 

tempera. West made a drawing of me at work and a small watercolor of same. 

 Herbert West took home the “Rocks near Rocky Neck” and it looks well. I have ordered 

a couple of frames of Wittemore on Main St. 

 To bed early. 

 

July 8, 1951 Clear & Hot  

We walked down to Main St. Helen got the Times (N.Y.) while I waited on a bench in 

the campus field. Walked home picking out shade for it is hot! 

 My easel is now in our bedroom. The light is poor as it is in every room in this apartment. 

I worked a bit on yesterdays panel. 

 We walked, after I had tried to do a nap. About 3/4 mile came back and fixed up to visit 

with Mr & Mrs Adelbert (Dell) Ames at 5 oclock. They have a beautiful house on slope back 

east from Occom Pond. He had started as an artist and he showed us an extensive lot of color 

charts made some years ago. A portrait of his father and one of his mother very precisely 

matched color tones. 
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 Mrs A. has many flowers on the terraces overlooking placid Occom Pond. We had a nice 

cool drink on the terrace. Helen chatted with Mrs A. and he and I talked color and discussed the 

modern movement. H. and I walked home where H. had soon ready a nice dinner. 

 H. West says that Ames is very wealthy altho he said he had to make his living as a 

young man and lawer and artist. 

 

July 9, 1951 Up early and H. and I took a walk Tuck drive to the Bridge across to Vt. then north 

by the road by the river. Some nice old houses in bad shape. The river has come near to their 

doors” since the dam a few miles down has deepened & widened the stream. We saw several 

very good “subjects” for work. Walked back same route, 1-1/2 hours in all. Miss Sally Dickey 

brought us some fresh new peas. She and her mother are at the house for a day or so. John and 

other D’s are still up at Lake Champlain. 

 I worked on the panel2320 started in tempera last Friday. 

 Later we went to the Baker Library and saw the murals2321 by Orozco. They are very 

remarkable. The first part particularly fine strong not as black as I had thought they might be. 

The second half is cluttered with “filler” a little “junky.” I do not care to “read” them so of 

course I get little of the significances. I would hate the research. We met HF West. He rode us 

home and we went home with him and got Mrs W. to come to an extemporized supper. Oddly 

Helen asked her to serve and she gave herself about nothing! I worried! 

 
2320 WHAT IS THIS 

2321 The Orozco murals at Dartmouth are a cycle called The Epic of American Civilization and were 
painted from 1932-34 (http://www.dartmouth.edu/digitalorozco/)  

http://www.dartmouth.edu/digitalorozco/
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July 10, 1951 Hot  

This morning I worked on the first ---- of the Green Vermont panel. 

 Later we prepared to go on a sketch trip and the Fiske Boyds called for us about 11 

oclock with their new Ford car. 

 We crossed to the Vermont side and went north along the river then drove inland and 

finally after lunching in a coolish spot started to work on a red silo & barn. Worked 2 or three 

hours then drove west & South arriving after another stop by a cemetery & church rt. 

 Then on to Norwich and back to our place in Hanover. H. served iced Bourbon, 

refreshing. Boyds left and we later had supper. We sat on the porch getting a bit of air. Met Mr. 

Simmons2322 a botany teacher in the College a nice bachelor. 

 A hot day with chalky clouds and a pale sky. Working in the sun too much here. 

 I seem to have lost one of my J pieces made in Gloucester 1914 for holding palette to my 

easels. J maybe left in car? 

 

July 11, 1951 Hot! Note Fri 13th 

 We walked to “town” together this morning. I left H. to do her weeks purchases of 

supplies, and took a 21/2 mile walk around Occom pond and the Hospital. When I got home H. 

 
2322 Cannot find information. 
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was waiting to get in as I had the key. She had come by taxi. A letter from Anna Moskowitz tells 

us that old Sante Fe is very hot even the nights! Extraordinary. 

 Letter from Marianna S. tells us (as I should have known) that Lily Wells married a Prof. 

John Macfarlane2323 who is now dead. She lived in N.H. at Randolph Coos Co. She is failing in 

health mentally. She was an extraordinarily bright girl wonderful memory great reader drew in 

water color hundreds of detailed pictures of wild flowers. Had we a car we might try a visit up 

there. 

 Rain steadily all night! 

 

July 12, 1951 Gray for a while then the rain starts again. Herb West phones that he would like 

our company to Lebanon where a state dispensary will sell liquors. 

 ------------------------------------------------ 

 A letter from Mrs Alden March tells me that she knows nothing of my puzzle drawings 

but has sent my letter to a secretary of --- “at that time” Mr R. M. Bird2324 was Miss Theodosia 

Walton2325 Wy----wood Philada. who may be able etc. signed Hattie T. March2326. 

 -------------------------------------------------- 

 
2323 Cannot find information. 

2324 Cannot find information. 

2325 Theodosia Walton is mentioned in Editor and Publisher, Volume 54, Issues 1-26, as a member of the 
Press staff. See page 40. 

2326 Hattie T. March has a byline in the New York Times, May 28, 1927. Not much information available.  
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July 13, 1951 

 (Note of Wednes 11th ---) (Wrote E M Benso2327n Chief Ed Dir Phila Mus of Art saying 

in effect that I must be free to talk as myself if I accept offer for Oct 9th. 

 Letter from Gertrude Smith (Drick) “Woe” today from 2807 Main Av San Antonio Tex. 

tells me of her anger at a book by J.M. Flag2328 which speaks ill of me2329 “Says W. Pach speaks 

well of H. Helen and I walked down town to Framers. Stopped at Baker Library Dartmouth (no 

book by Flag but “IF” 1905). Wrote Gertrude in evening. We walked after supper about 2 miles 

Picturesque cemetery Primeval trees & gorge”, painted on the Red Silo2330 panel which is surely 

green & red!! 

 Helen found a book at the Howe Library on Wm M. Hunt2331 painter & teacher very 

good. A great artist not much noted today. 

 A beautiful clear day but a slow walk makes the perspiration ooze. 

 

 
2327 Emanuel Mervin Benson (1904-1971), chief of education at the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
(https://pmalibrary.libraryhost.com/repositories/3/resources/194)  

2328 James Montgomery Flagg (1877-1960) illustrator and writer 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Montgomery_Flagg)  

2329 In his memoir Roses and Buckshot (1946), Flagg wrote of Sloan: 

“John Sloan said art ought to be prohibited. He said something, a bit too subtle for average powers of 
comprehension, but at any rate artists know what he meant (I wonder if he did!)” p. 223 

2330 Goodrich Four Corners (John Sloan Trust) Elzea 1261 

2331 Not enough information provided to ascertain which book on Hunt Sloan means. 

https://pmalibrary.libraryhost.com/repositories/3/resources/194
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Montgomery_Flagg
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July 14, 1951 To Vermont 

 This morning Spike and Agatha Bell drove over from near Stockbridge Vt. had lunch 

with us and drove us and our painting kits a beautiful 40 miles to their log cabin on the little 

Tweed Rivers a tributary of the White R. which empties into he Connecticut at White R. 

Junction. Beautiful rolling and tossing country hills alternating with dales of course and green, 

greener, greenest but with a beautiful reaction or punch! 

 This log cabin built on land by farmer Dwire2332 fifteen years ago has seen them for 2 

months or so of every summer since. They have an additional smaller cabin where they slept 

giving us their own bed. 

 We rested well after a good supper and early bed time. But not before we walked a 1/2 

mile over to Dwires’ house and chatted with him and his wife and Nel Chamberlain2333 an old 

friend. This nightly visit to see Dwire is a regular ritual with Bells. They pay no rent on the land 

occupied by the little log house and this and incidental gifts seem to be customary. 

 

July 15 1951 In Vermont 

 We woke early on a beautiful day and Aggy made a typical country breakfast with 

delicate crepe suzettes and sausage cooked on an outside grill. “Spike” cuts wood it his 45th 

birthday and I ha[ve?] no doubt he thinks him elderly. On the way out we had provided ourselves 

with a gallon of California wine Muscatel type so that we were able to celebrate occasionally. 

 
2332 Unknown. 

2333 Unknown. 
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All 3 of the others went in to swim in a nice bend of the little river Tweed. I refrained. I had not 

been in to water sufficient to swim in since 1918! in Gloucester. I do really think this is the truth! 

Once we dabbled in an acequia in N.M. some 20 years ago with Shusters (picture). 

 We had a great dinner and afterward (later we dutifully walked over to the farm house 

and Sat with Dwire. He is a good fellow a vet. of the First W. War and has voted Democratic! 

Especially for Roosevelt, F.D. This makes him a rare type of Vermont citizen and indicates at 

least rudimentary intelligence. I had been dosed twice with cathartics during the day and on the 

way home had to slip out of line and make like a cow. 

 

July 16, 1951 showers late PM Vermont and N. Hamp. 

 We slept very well indeed altho it worries me (not to wakefulness) to think that the Bells 

are in the little cabin. If we ever come again it will be with the stipulation that we sleep out there. 

 We all except Agatha, who also paints, painted in the morning. Helen made a tempera 

study which is a very good one. Spike went on with a sunset tree trunk he started yesterday and it 

looks good. I worked on a tempera which has the end of their cabin on one side. 

 A beautiful day but we got Spike to drive us home in the afternoon. More appreciation of 

this Vermont landscape as seen from a car on these good granite grained roads. We got home 

gave all some ice cream. The rat “The Duke” was in great health but indicated that he had been 

lonely. He enjoyed neck scratching and this contact of animal warmth. After Bells started home a 

light rain came up. Stopped. H. and I took a mile walk around Occom pond and then the rain 

came back quite gentle. 
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 A note tells us that Helens uncle Hollon Farr has called with the relatives while we were 

away. 

 

July 17, 1951 We walked down town this morning and H. did a little shopping while I went to 

see if the framer had made those ordered. They are not ready promised for tomorrow. We walked 

home (1 mile both ways. 

 Both of us did some painting. I on the nude with red scarf on sofa green on red. Later I 

worked a bit on the sketch started at Bell cabin yesterday a.m. 

 I took a nap in the afternoon. H. painted. Then we walked again south of Wheelock St. 

and back 1-1/2 mile. 

 The day is cloudy but no rain here. Within our house the steam was on. All that is 

necessary at any time is to turn a valve on any radiator. 

 

July 18, 1951 Walked down town with Helen. We found the two frames ordered of Wettemore 

are ready. He and his wife delivered them when on their way home this evening. 

 In the morning we walked north and easterly around half of the golf course. The clouds 

prevail all day and the green is very beautiful. The greens of the course, clear and the fairways 

are very rolling. Few golfers are out fearing rain perhaps, but the rain did not develop. 
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 We painted in the afternoon on our panels of red Silo and the Bells cabin (JS) Helens 

tempera underpaintings of the north view Vt and the Dwire meadows are very beautiful as they 

are. 

 In the evening H. gave 3 frames a first coat of shellac over the gesso. 

 

July 19, 1951 Helen went on with 3 frames. H. West called to see how we were getting on. 

 West paid me $25.00 making 75.00 on the purchase of Gloucester Rocks Rockyneck. He 

drove us downtown where H tried vainly to find some size for leaf work. I painted some hours 

on the panel of Bells Cabin on the Tweed Vermont. 

 It seems to be going well. 

 A steady rain starting about 10 oclock in the morning. 

 

July 20, 1951 A bright clear day about the finest day we have had in our sojourn. 

 Helen did a big 3 weeks(?) wash of larger things. She used the electric washer in the 

cellar of the house and it took no work at all but she had to give up the time attending it. 

 I painted some on the Rio Grande Autumn panel the cottonwood trunks in the glow of the 

leaves & sun are a difficult problem. 
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 In the afternoon Herbert T West called in his car with a “wealthy” old lady named 

Landauer2334(sp)? and he drove us to the house and memorial of Augustus St. Glaudeus2335 (Mrs 

Ames phoned coincidentally! for same purpose). The ride south east to Cornish was very 

beautiful. Mountain Valleys river and brooks. The sculptures are rather poor but the old house 

with furnishings is interesting. The little lady2336 in charge knew me. She was at one time on the 

Century Magazine. Married since Mrs Holling---2337 An ex at present of drawings by brother of 

Wm James Alex---2338 and his son who has some fanciful uses of metal junk. Mrs. Landauer is 

alive and has had lots of life in Paris and known everybody. Mrs. L. is interested in collecting all 

kinds of trivia tickets, posters, chap books, all sorts of incidentals. She has known Timothy 

Coles2339 and many other artists. We drove back and stopped at Lebanon where we replenished 

the wine cellar. West took her to the Inn came back and had a glass with us. 

 Tired as we were Helen and I took a long walk out Lyme Road and across the end of the 

golf course about 3 miles. 

 

July 21, 1951 Rain at night 

 
2334 Bella C. Landauer (1874-1960) collector of ephemera. Some of her materials seem to be in 
Dartmouth’s library (http://dlib.nyu.edu/findingaids/html/nyhs/landauer/bioghist.html)  

2335 Cannot find information. 

2336 Unknown. 

2337 Unknown. 

2338 Unknown. 

2339 Timothy Cole (1852-1931) wood engraver (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timothy_Cole)  

http://dlib.nyu.edu/findingaids/html/nyhs/landauer/bioghist.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timothy_Cole
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 We walked down to the Main St shops this morning. H. patronized the Co-operative 

Store and I went to see how the 18x24 frame is coming. It is to be delivered at noon. 

 I worked on the looking North from the highway.Vermont the first panel I started. I put in 

several hours today. It has cows in it now. They came while we were working and watched us. 

After lunch I lay down and took an hours rest. 

 A postcard from Charlotte Letteaux in Boston where she has four poses. I wish we had 

her here in landscape but her card went to N.Y. so was late. Helen is ironing her wash and now 

and then going on with her Red Silo. 

 We took another walk late in the evening about 1-1/2 miles along the pond and golf 

course. A swell view of the river which is hidden by tall trees on the bluff or ridge. 

 

July 22, 1951 A gray day but very pleasant. We walked in the morning, down to get the Times 

which gives us a weather map and a Radio page which is of little use up here. 

 I worked on the Red Silo panel which is going slowly. 

 

July 23, 1951 We took two beautiful walks today in the morning we explored the rocky and 

wooded area around the open air commencement grounds or auditorium. It is situated to the 

North of the older Dartmouth buildings. Large granite rocks with clefts like caves and tall trees 
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surround a green grass plot with raised platform and benches. All about is primeval and through 

the hillside breaks in trees is a view of distant river country.2340 

 A nap after lunch and I worked on the Vermont pasture land, with cows. 

 Later Helen and I walked north along the bluff over the river then followed a path 

through very tall pines etc which follow the shore of the Connecticut. We walked a mile to a 

point where recent concrete water fording has been done to acomodate the higher water caused 

by the new power dam. Lovely/lonely? and awesome. Some pines look to be 150 feet or more in 

height. 

 Helen put --- France size on three frames this eve. 

 There is a type of artist who lives like a worm content, in a rut labelled Art. 

 Another type of worm is the human who lives as he can and his droppings are called Art! 

 

July 24, 1951 I walked down and got cotton at the drug store for Helens laying of alluminum 

leaf on the frames. This early 8.30 walk was very bracing. 

 Herbert F West came in to see the progress on his frame for “The Rocks near Rocky 

Neck” picture brought Chelsea roofs from the College collection. 

 
2340 When Sloan discovered the “Bema” area, he found something in life that turned his point of 
view outward. This experience was the critical spark that changed his mood to a positive one. 
The motor got going forward - for a while it “raced” - as he talked with too much serious 
enthusiasm; and then it got into a satisfactory rhythm. After his 80th birthday the “bugs” were 
ironed out & he began to purr with his regular system of growling at himself while working. He 
acted as though he were at home - had taken over Hanover to show his visiting friends. When 
he visited other people his mood was genial when it had been critical & nostalgic for Santa Fe. 
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 After lunch I lay down awhile but was soon up and struggling with the cows in the 

“Vermont pastureland” canvas. Helen went shopping and stopped at the Baker Library and met 

Mr West which resulted in her fetching home a book of his on Book collecting and some others. 

 I struggled on with the foreground cow. We took a walk to east of the area of the 

Commencement grounds, seen yesterday. 

 Helen has three frames now laid with silver leaf (alluminum). 

 We are going to put a new frame on the “Chelsea Roofs” panel from the Dartmouth 

College collection which Mr West brought there from the morning. Carpenter Hall where gallery 

is located is closed for season. 

 

July 25, 1951 We walked down to “town” this morning for materials and when we returned 

Helen finished the 3 frames in aluminum. I painted on the Vermont Pastureland panel the cow 

still troubles me. 

 A letter from Agatha Bell says she wants us to come to them for my birthday Aug 2. Says 

she hopes to have the Wickeys up there at that time. 

 About 2.30 Mr. Ames called for us and took us to some rooms in basement of a college 

building and introduced us to Dean Neidlinger2341 then showed us some very interesting and 

important gadgets that Ames has been working with for some years. Proofs of some of our 

 
2341 Lloyd Neidlinger (1901/2-1978) architect, dean at Dartmouth, where he was an alumnus 
(https://www.nytimes.com/1978/04/24/archives/lloyd-neidlinger-76-was-dean-and-an-allamerican-at-
dartmouth-an.html)  

https://www.nytimes.com/1978/04/24/archives/lloyd-neidlinger-76-was-dean-and-an-allamerican-at-dartmouth-an.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1978/04/24/archives/lloyd-neidlinger-76-was-dean-and-an-allamerican-at-dartmouth-an.html
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means of perception. The eyes may be decieved. Many strange apparatus he has devised. We left 

dazed and the real world seemed a bit dubious in entity. 

 We went to tea at Ames beautiful home on lake Occom Pond where Mrs Neidlinger 

joined us. Light chatter and a couple of drinks. Neidlinger drove us home. 

 

July 26, 1951 Helen and I walked down to the shop district ordered another 20 x 24 frame of 

Whittemore then walked west to Downing Road beautifully situated on a bluff over the river. 

Wooded sides. Walked home and I worked on the “Chelsea roofs” with Pigeons” the panel 

owned by Dartmouth. We have the frame ready but I am working on improvements on the 

painting. I’ll buy it back if they object! 

 H. West came in for his Gloucester picture in the frame H. toned for it. He liked it paid 

another $25.00 on account. 

 Wm Mosenthal2342 and pretty wife (they have 3 children) came to dine with us. He is an 

old friend of Helen’s and his father also a doctor friend of Dr. Farr and family. He is a young 

surgeon here in the Hospital a very good one. They are fine people. She is softly intelligently 

beautiful. We liked talking to them.2343 

 
2342 William Mosenthal (1916-2003) doctor, surgeon, developed the idea of an internsive care unit 
(http://ead.dartmouth.edu/html/ms985_biohist.html)  

2343 Sloan took a special liking to Marie Mosenthal, a brunette Scotch-English girl. I overheard 
him telling her half his life’s story, about our marriage etc. Dr. Wm. Mosenthal was nephew of 
Dr. Herman M. the great specialist in metabolism & friend of Hans Linman (SP?). We had 
watched them on the golf course some time back, playing with their son Jimmy (not knowing 
who they were) & Sloan had enjoyed the family quality of the scene.  

http://ead.dartmouth.edu/html/ms985_biohist.html
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 I am bound to improve the pigeon panel but am a bit perturbed anyhow. 

 

July 27, 1951 Worked in tempera re painting back buildings in Chelsea Roof panel. I feel sure I 

am improving the thing but it is a little nerve racking. I worked until the sun swung over after 

noon and the light becomes fearful. 

 Herbert West called for us in the afternoon and picking up Mrs Landauer at the Inn took 

us to a cocktail party at his home. Karin has placed the Gloucester canvas West is buying of me 

in a place of honor on their wall. Mr & Mrs Ames were there.2344 He talks of his hobby 

(discounting the human eyes). An elderly lady 83 Mrs Whelden2345 lives in Detroit a widow. Her 

son and his wife who have a very fine place on the Vermont side of the C. River. Mr. Newton2346 

 
 This was another thing he came to love about Hanover - seeing people around, white 
people (not that he disliked the Spanish Americans, he just did not like to paint picturesque 
adobe house scenes) - doing familiar things in handsome surroundings. The golf course had 
much the quality of Central Park, not so many people of course, but it had places, pictures that 
were not conventional.  

 Sloan would stop to watch ball games on the Common, downtown, or women caring for 
children in backyards, putting out wash. All this kind of serene common life was hard to see in 
Santa Fe even if you lived in town. The place was full of too many people, tourists, automobiles. 

 2344Adelbert Ames has done remarkable research in the psychology of sight & experimented 
with devices to demonstrate this, optical illusions etc. 

 He was much interested in Sloan’s difficulty with “double vision” and understood very 
well that he conquered the muscular weakness through “interest” + mental seeing. Dr. Guy had 
said last spring that the regular scientific tests showed that the eyes did not focus together & we 
planned to have a second operation done in the fall. The glasses could not “take up” any more 
correction for the slack muscles. 

2345 Unknown. 

2346 Unknown. 
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who paints as an amateur (dont they all?) has studied with Gerry Farnsworth2347. His wife . 

Helen and I walked home and enjoyed it. She prepared a frame. I got the Gloucester canvas 

temporarily stretched. West fetches Newton tomorrow. 

 

July 28, 1951 Rained much of the night and all day. But the gray day light was a good thing for 

work in my poor bedroom “studio.” 

 Herb West in kindness brought a Mr Newton and wife to see my pictures! He had an idea 

that they might buy. She talked to Helen and he and West talked to me. He had been an artist pen 

& ink and now does portraits to please himself. A nice man. Has been in US Government - 

position now in law. 

 This over I went on with the repainting of “Chelsea roof.” I feel pretty sure that it will be 

much improved. 

 In the afternoon Mrs Landauer brought a lady friend to “see the pictures” and of course 

“meet the artist” but Helen stood them off me.2348 

 The Dickeys are in town temporarily. We saw them in their car yesterday eve. They had 

been invited to Wests but the invite missed them. 

 We went to bed at 8.30 and slept (or stayed abed) for 10 hours. 

 
2347 Jerry Farnsworth (1895-1983) painter and educator (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Farnsworth)  

2348 Hanover was an ideal place for us to deal with the social problem of fitting into a new 
community. They respected privacy & did not take offense when the fine points of one’s way of 
living had to be defined - in other words they understood flexibility. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Farnsworth
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 Rain again Tonight 

 

July 29, 1951 Hot  

A gray morning and a good light to work by.2349 Worked several hours on my repaint job 

and have it nearly right. Helen is painting on one of her landscape panels. I liken my situation in 

re the “Chelsea roofs” panel to the surgeon who having seven years before performed an 

operation successfully and received his pay, meets the patient and decides to try a more perfect 

job. He kidnaps the patient and at night operates again. This time with more perfect results. 

_________ 

 In the afternoon John S Dickey called and Helen talked with him saying that I asked not 

to be disturbed. 

 In the evening H. popped up with an engagement to dine at the Hanover Inn with Mrs 

Landauer. I am to tired to move but dress up and do move (first walking since Friday). She had 

as guests Mr (Rev) Lewis2350 and wife he has been an Unitarian minister. I of course let out some 

anti religious remark which he called “Commonplace” which it no doubt was. 

 
2349 Sloan was doing a very ticklish job on the “Roofs in Chelsea” - it became 100% more 
important in quality for this re-painting, like an entirely new concept. And yet the changes were 
so subtle that many people did not realize what happened. The swarms of pigeons were re-
painted & re-painted, studied; & the buildings with complicated window patterns in shadow 
behind them had to be redone concurrently. 

2350 Unknown. 
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 The dinner was a huge free for all help yourself self service with all sorts of meat fish 

lobster cheese ham etc etc cetera! I had a big plate full and after talking in the front garden we 

walked home by 10 o’clock. Full of food and apprehension of digestion troubles tonight. 

 

July 30, 1951 Hotter  

Worked on the Pigeons “Chelsea roof” panel. 

 Helen to Lebanon in the morning where she bought at the State Dispensary some wine 

and liquors for our party next Thursday when we expect Harry & Maria Wickey and the Bells to 

drive over to see us on my birthday. Mrs Whittemore came with inner lining of a frame for me to 

pass on for size. Helen & I took a mile & a half walk around Occom pond and east. 

 We were coming home when John S. Dickey & Mrs. hailed us from their garden and 

presented a box of delicate large raspberries. Also asked us to come over to their sunken garden 

where chairs were placed and we had a chat. He told of a young college essay he wrote of Floyd 

Dell and a year later sending it to Dell and there the long angry letter from F.D. setting it right in 

every little detail. Sukey D2351. in shorts and 6 ft tall at 16 years is a formidable young girl 

indeed. Mrs D. has great level headed charm. 

 A very hot day & evening. 

  

July 31, 1951 Hot & Humid! 

 
2351 Dickey had two daughter, Sylvia and Christina. Not much information about either is available. 
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 As soon as we could break away from tinkering on our paintings Helen and I took a nice 

walk before the sun came out and the humidity got up steam. We walked down Tuck Road and 

across the bridge to Vermont, then along a ridge with a few nice houses and a lovely view of 

Conn. River and the Hanover plateau. At the limit of the ridge we were able to see just one house 

through the high trees along the N. Hamp. shore that house was 2 Occom Ridge where we are 

living! (upper floors only). 

 We both got at painting again on our return. I am about through with my changes on the 

Chelsea Roof with pigeons and it certainly is improved. 

 Dr Farr and Helens Mother Helen drove up about 5 PM. They are staying at Hanover Inn 

and took us down to dine with them. A heavy rain came up and we stayed around meeting Mr 

Ford Whelden2352 and Mrs Landauer again. The Farrs drove us home after a very heavy 

downpour. 

 

August 1, 1951 Northern Lights tonight 1030.  

Very hot & humidity high in AM.  

This morning warm and great humidity. We painted. Helen walked down town to do 

some shopping. Later Dr Farr & Ma drove over took us for a ride to West Lebanon, Lebanon and 

then by divers roads through Etna village, Hanover center and back home. Helen made a nice 

 
2352 Ford Welden (dates unknown) alumnus of Dartmouth, mentioned in a New York Times story about 
Jewish quotas at the college (https://www.nytimes.com/1997/11/11/us/dartmouth-reveals-anti-semitic-
past.html)  

https://www.nytimes.com/1997/11/11/us/dartmouth-reveals-anti-semitic-past.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1997/11/11/us/dartmouth-reveals-anti-semitic-past.html
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lunch for us and at 1.30 or so they started North going to Chocarua where they will stop for a 

time. 

 At about 2.30 PM a marvelous change of climate? Cool and dry and sunny While I took a 

nap. 

 Later the Editor of “Hanover Gazette” Mr. Hewitt2353 with Miss Jones who has written an 

interview with us, called chatted and he took photo of H. and self. 

 We then spruced up and went across the road to an outdoor dinner Hambergers & 

Frankfurters out door grill and a few guests. Dr Eile2354 physician son of old time North country 

doctor member of directors of Dartmouth. Dr & Mrs Wandelbaum2355, philosophy prof. Prof 

Robt Carr2356 dept of government. One of the leaders of Pres Trumans Com. on Civil Rights2357. 

His wife & he had lived in Oklahoma. Also Mrs Sensen (Arthur E.)2358 

 We had nice Hambergers Frankfurters and steaks. Young John S.D. and Sukey were 

helping. We went inside later and had some entertaining conversation. 

 We were home across the street by 10.30. I feel birth pains of tomorrow AM setting in! 
 

2353 Cannot find information. 

2354 Unknown. 

2355 Maurice Mandelbaum (1908-1987) professor of philosophy at Johns Hopkins and Dartmouth 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Mandelbaum)  

2356 Robert K. Carr (1908-1979) scholar of political science, professor at Dartmouth, president of Oberlin 
College (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_K._Carr)  

2357 President Truman’s Committee of Civil Rights was active from 1946-47 and made recommendations 
on how to improve civil rights in the country 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President%27s_Committee_on_Civil_Rights)  

2358 Unknown. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Mandelbaum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_K._Carr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President%27s_Committee_on_Civil_Rights
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August 2, 1951 “Well I’ve done it!” as I said to H. when I woke at 5.25 A.M. almost on the 

minute that I’m said to have been born this date 1871. Reaching the 80th mile post is an 

accomplishment. I’ve thought during the past year of the disapointment that goes with dying in 

the 79th year. I rested in bed after Helen gave me breakfast therein. Worked some on the panel I 

started at Spike Bell’s cabin. Its looking nicely. Flowers & telegrams began coming from 

Shusters, Goodrich, Mary Kerr Gibbon2359, Nan Sloan, a letter from (Woe) Gertrude Smith 

(Drick) Ira & Anna Moscowitz. Letters from Charlotte Leteaux, Mae Larsen. 

 Bells arrived with the Harry Wickeys and we had a fine dinner. Afterward we took them 

to see the Orozco Murals in the Baker Library, and then we found The “Bema” beautiful 

assembly green in the granite rocks and wood land. Then back and the little party formed up. Dr 

& Mrs J.S. Dickey, Mr & Mrs Adelbert Amex, Mr & Mrs Schultz, Herbert & Karen West 

making fourteen. We had a good rum punch and a big birthday cake. I had a plenty good time 

and I feel the rest did. Ames (once a sculp) and Wickey hit it off well. West and Bell Karen West 

might be able to arrange exhibition at Carpenter Hall where she is in charge for Wickey & Bell. 

We hope so. Harry W. liked some of the panels Im doing here. 

 They left for Stockbridge Vt. Bells cabin about 7 oclock daylight.  

 (Curious Coincidence. John Sloan Dickey phone number 888 

 Amelia Eliz Whites in Santa Fe is the same---- 888 

 

 
2359 Unknown. 
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August 3, 1951 This morning Herb West called for the “Chelsea roof” panel to restore it to the 

gallery. 

 Everyone yesterday liked it and some who remembered it before repainting felt it was 

much better. This was satisfyingly true of Karen W. who has lived with it in her job at the 

gallery. 

 We walked south on Main St turned west and saw a new section of this strange and 

romantic plateau and its ramifications. 

 Cloudy all day and it rained a little late in the afternoon. H. and I took another stroll with 

an ocasional drop of rain warning? us not to go too far from home. We met little red headed Miss 

Jones who interviewed me a day or two ago. We found a nook of Webster St E. that had the 

primeval look so liable to appear unexpectedly. It drizzled a bit about the time we got home. 

 We had a quiet evening together after a nice dinner. 

 

August 4, 1951 We rested till late this morning then took a walk in a Southwest section saw the 

nice modern house of Miss French2360 who is Librarian of the Carpenter Art Branch of 

Dartmouth. A very good well designed house stradling its cellar (?). Plywood finished walls all 

modern electric attachments freezer etc. All copper pipes. A nice open area of rolling meadow 

good spots for another house. Arrived home pretty tired. Had lunch at 1 oclock. 

 
2360 Unknown. 
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 A letter from Fred R. Gruger2361 one time artist on Phila Ledger with Glackens. Later a 

very good and successful illustrator for Sat. Eve. Post from Curtis pub Cos first publication of 

that weekly. I have not seen him for years. He writes that meeting in Atlantic City in August 

Each acknowledged 2nd August 1871 to be birthday. 

 His letter mailed from his home Gladstone N.J. was mailed on August 1st. I greatly 

appreciate his reaching across the years (60) about) 

 Answered Aug 7/51. 

 

August 5, 1951 Quite Cool morning & eve  

Walked easterly thro the Valley Road section. Several good looking and new houses in 

this vicinity. We came home through shop center and H got a N.Y Times. Home again and I took 

a 1/2 hour nap. Helen made lunch very good. 

 Later in the afternoon we took another walk this time about the Lyme road. We cut across 

a large meadow with fresh cut grass coming out on premises facing on Rope Ferry Road thence 

we walked home. 

 We had a couple of glass of the wine Zinfandel we got in Lebanon the other day. 

 I sent post card to Mary Kerr and Ira Moskovitz and Lloyd Goodrich. Letter to Shuster 

and my sister Nan, acknowlging telegram on my birthday. 

 
2361 Cannot find relevant information. 
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 Albert Barnes2362 Art Collector Friend of Glackens died in an auto accident. 

 Glackens and I entered the Central High School Philada in the 90th Class 1884. Age of 

13 Required W. Glack. was 14. J.S. was 13. Barnes is said to be 78 which is wrong UNLESS HE 

ENTERED LATER. 

 

August 6, 1951 Cold early Am & PM late  

A big project. This morning we got our things together called a taxi went to Pleasant St. 

overlooking Mink Brook and started in tempera panels of that subject.2363 A tough one. H. got a 

 
2362 Albert C. Barnes (1872-1951) art collector and businessman, established the Barnes Foundation in 
Merion, PA (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_C._Barnes)  

2363 Sloan had taken a shine to the larger old yellow house at the end of Pleasant Street, 
overlooking Mink Brook. “That is the kind of place I would like to have.” (It was not stylish.) He 
liked the view that dropped down a steep bluff to the “backed up” brook & then extended to 
mountains in the distance. 

 I felt this was the place & we started to discuss it seriously - whether the house itself or 
land to build on could be had. He talked of building a studio in the yard if he got the house. 

 It was really too big for our needs - three storeys - but it was the kind of place he would 
feel at home in. And if not that, the view was what he loved & he was genuinely thinking of 
building.. We realized that Hanover real estate was not cheap, but he was willing to sell out in 
Santa Fe in exchange for what he would like here. He now talked of a quick trip to Santa Fe to 
clear things out. He had made up his mind that he wanted to stay here. 

 One thing he liked so much, was being able to see the kind of subject he was working on 
again, conveniently. When painting on the 

picture of Bell’s place in Vermont, he could study elm trees in his own back yard. The day after 
starting this “Mink Brook” subject, we walked over there to draw & make color notes. It was like 
having a “nature library” available; or at least a dictionary, if the subject was not within walking 
distance. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_C._Barnes
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very good start. Mine (?). The taxi called for us at 1.30 and took us home. Cost $1.00. Certainly 

saves energy. Miss Nan Jones called in afternoon and read to me her interview for the Hanover 

Gazette. It is really very good and indicates that she knows her job right well. Very few 

criticisms on my part. She paints some herself and is one of the bright modern girls. She is 

working at the Art Library, Carpenter Hall for the summer. 

 Toward evening Sarah Keyser and a secretary of Alumni of Wilson College, who are 

touring on way back from Canada and had notified Helen of their coming, came to supper with 

us. They are stopping at Han. Inn. Oddly enough Miss Jones’s mother was a grad of this college 

(in Penna) and the meeting became rather a remarkable one. 

 

August 7, 1951 A Gray day with showers  

This morning with sketch books & pencils we walked to our viewpoint of Mink Brook 

and made drawings to assist in going on with our work. I find myself very dull at drawing rusty! 

 Helen advised a nap when we got back to 2 Occom ridge and I felt some better at lunch 

time. 

 A nap after lunch. 

 I worked steadily in afternoon the looking down on “Mink brook” panel 24x302364. The 

tempera work is going along pretty satisfactorily. I have not become lost in the job as yet. 

 
2364 Mink Brook (Delaware Art Museum, 1986-98) Elzea 1263 
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 Helen went out and made a sketch in oil. We walked to Occom pond and made a right 

good start, a small panel. 

 In the evening she started gilding three frames. 

 Wednesday The two Schultz children came in to see our pet rat The Duke take his bath. 

 

August 8, 1951 Wednesday (skipped) Showers  

H. went out side the house and made another oil sketch in the afternoon. Children call on 

our rat. 

 We walked down and I shopped for a cap & shorts (In case I need surgery I want to be 

that much in the fashion).2365 Helen shopped at the Co-op store. 

 
2365 Sloan had a tiny skin papilla on the anus that tore & bled a trifle if he became constipated 
when visiting - When my family wanted us to visit them I told Daddy this annoyed Sloan, & he 
said it was something Dr. Mosenthal could chop off in the office in five minutes. We did not want 
to go off visiting just as he was starting to paint, so did nothing further about this. He had had 
the thing for many years.  

 I suggested that the job be done because I wanted Dr. Mosenthal to look at a brown skin 
patch on the back of Sloan’s leg. 

 Sloan was embarrassed to go to the clinic office in his parochute silk home-made BVD’s 
& decided to try shorts. 

 He had been examined by Dr. Hauser just before we came to Hanover who found 
intestinal examination OK - so we had no idea that anything was wrong. 

 It is Hell - day after day.  

 It is hard for me to go over the diary of this year. I relive all the struggle we went through 
together for life itself, and we had won! I had poured all my resources and reserves into the 
battle & I was “----”. Sloan got rid of his tensions easier than I did because he talked them out, & 
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August 9, 1951 hot  

 
his consistency was in his creative work. He had hold of it again, he had a continuous future 
ahead of him. 

 Sloan was the picture I painted on consistly, keeping him all alive was my subject. It was 
as though we had won a competition to do a mural, with the research & the plan all outlined, 
and we were cut short, cut apart, with this job unfinished. 

 It was a terrible blow to my whole biological system to lose Sloan right after this fight. I 
was geared to the absolute plan of his living another fifteen years - because that is what we 
lived on, positive faith, unwavering conviction. 

 Nothing could make more clear the difference between faith & reason than the contrast 
between the rigid pole of faith and the flexible spirit of intelligence. The reason plans for ----, the 
reasoning mind says that fate was appropriate. You can find the logic of death - Life as the 
opposite - it is, and does, continues, does not stop. The shock, when life and death clash, when 
the positive and negative magnets are torn apart, leaves the “field” shaking. 

 All my pattern was made in a living future, I had become a kind of substance in Sloan’s 
life design. Now I feel like jelly, shattered, his structure and spirit not here for me to reciprocate 
to. 

 The widow’s frailty comes over me later, for I had fulfilled the form & plan of the Whitney 
show and this carried me half alive for some months. 

 These dreadful evidences of spiritual exhaustion of moral weakness are impossible to 
conceal. 

 I work 8-10 hours each day on these diaries making notes of my emotional reactions, 
very few of which show useful light on Sloan’s life & character. And while I tear some notes up 
many times, I do not have the clarity of mind to see what I am saying, as a whole. 

 The lines of association from one thought to the next are poor. If I don’t work this way, I 
won’t produce memory at all - & must do this in the belief that one comment out of twenty will be 
fruitful. 

 I must trust the reader’s judgment to discard & ignore what departs from the core of the 
story. 

 There are no “invented” details, what bothers me is that I find myself losing judgment in 
interpretation. 
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This morning gray but turning hot with a slight haze. We walked at about 11 oclock 

down to Pleasant St and looked over Mink brook below. A little hazy but looking a bit more 

natural than my panel at home. We walked to number 8 Pleasant St and looked at a rather old 

house unoccupied but with large window to the north and larger living room to South over the 

valley of the brook. Walked home and had lunch. Herbert West phoned and stopped in his car to 

take us to Lebanon. Started at 2 oclock. He took us out S. Main St. turned into the road way at 

the side of Mink brook, almost a lake (enlarged by the dam of the Conn. R. a few miles South). 

We rode on to Lebanon and shopped for goodies at the State Dispensary. On the way back by 

way of near Etna, Helen brought ice cream from Lebanon and gave us a treat with raspberries 

from Pres. J.S. Dickey’s garden. Rode down town with H.W. and walked back. Helen stopped in 

Administration Building to see Dickey’s Secretary Miss Cleveland who was out. There is a plot 

next to 8 Pleasant which would make a very good site far as desirable for summer house and 

studio. 

 

August 10, 1951 Hot  

The Hanover Gazette in yesterdays issue has the interview of Miss Nan Jones and a 

picture photo of Helen Self and Nan J. I think it is very satisfactory and it is quite long. We 

walked as far as the Art Library and Miss Jones who is working as substitute for Miss French got 

out some fine volumes for us to look at. This Carpenter Hall Library is a wonderful collection of 

books on Art & Artists. We took out one on the Greco Roman Pompeiian Works. One with loose 

plates not to go out we looked at. It is in wonderful color reproductions. 

 I took at nap at 3 oclock. 
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 Helen went out to make a sketch and she got a fine tempera of Occom road with trees. 

She does so well and so rapidly. 

 I worked on the 24x30 panel of Mink Brook. It is still in tempera. Going pretty well. 

 I have waves of depressing sense of my losing whatever hold I once had on making 

pictures! Did I ever have such a hold? 

 Helen and I took a walk after dinner in the still evening air. A beautiful sky. 

 

August 11, 1951 We went to the Pleasant St view of the Mink Brook pond and noted some 

details for our panels on the subject. Walked about talked to an old Dr. Warden who beconed us 

from his porch chair. His house is for sale but he hates the real estate who has it exclusively. He 

is 73 looks 90 wounded in 1918 War. Arthritis ever since. He termed me an interesting character. 

Home after walked to the bridge and making a sketch drawing tees to the north reflect in the 

river. Walked home by Tuck Drive. Worked on Mink pond panel lunch and then a nap of 1 hour. 

 Miss Nan Jones with her old car ($50) named “Orville” called and took us for a ride. The 

old car was subject of much laughter and jesting. We finally stopped to work somewhere South 

of Etna on road to 1 mile from Lebanon. 

 Helen painted in tempera I got a start in same. Nancy drew. My thing looks better at 

home then on the spot. Art must not be compared with nature of course! Helen made a nice 
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dinner and Miss J. stayed until 11 oclock. A very nice bright and well educated (Smith) young 

lady (in shorts) --- tall and thin.2366 

 Fiske Boyd left card called while we were out this morning. 

 

August 12, 1951 We walked down to the shops of Main St. and bought the Sunday Times and H. 

found some bread she needs. 

 We walked back and this is all the walking we got today. The day is so nearly looking 

like rain that we stay in and both of us painted. I worked on the panel started yesterday near 

Lebanon. Nan Jones seated drawing. I am continuing in tempera of Birch and Fir at sides of 

Occom Road. 

 In the evening we had a heavy shower. 

 

 
2366 Nan Jones was a very refreshing person for us. Hanover brought these people “in” to Sloan, 
& gave him a chance to teach again without the strain of regular classes. And he was stimulated 
to “get to work”. 

 Since Sloan died, I have never dared to let myself think what pictures he might have 
painted. The six he had under way & the things he planned to paint pointed to another wide? 
opening room. He saw majestic things as we walked through this new world. It is hard for me to 
go back there still, to see the places he planned to paint. Unlike many widows, I do not bring his 
presence to mind for comfort & I can walk the New York streets we knew without distress. But 
the unfinished concepts, almost “on the easel” hurt me still, I must close this door, these 
thoughts, like the paralyzing awareness of absence, let the soul bleed to death. 

 Sloan was happy to find old associates in the neighborhood, not on top of him, but near 
enough for friendly visits. Santa Fe was twice over remote. 
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August 13, 1951 Helen walked down town met Miss “Sukey” Dickey. She told H. that her father 

liked the article Miss Jones wrote about J.S. I stayed in and worked on the tempera underpainting 

that I started Sunday. Helen worked on her panel of the Red Silo. 

 Later in the afternoon H and I walked north to the golf course a beautiful view to East. 

Beautiful rolling land all about. Back by way of Occum Rdg road. 

 Helen has made arrangement for me to go to Dr. Mosenthal at Hospital Thursday for a 

minor bit of surgery. 

 

August 14, 1951 Helen walked down town again this morning stopped at the Carpenter Library 

and saw Nan Jones. I worked on the panel “Nan J. and some rocks & cows”. A nap after lunch 

and I went on working about 7 hours all told. 

 Helen has a fine book from Carpenter Art Library (part of Baker). Greeks & Roman Art 

Pomepeii and Hercelaneum. These are sturdy compositions and a book of color repros show 

them to be fine in color perhaps helped by age. 

 

(Tuesday continued under Wednesday’s date) 



1540 
 

 A very warm and humid day. With shower in afternoon. While we were taking a walk 

after stopped to see Miss Jones at Carpenter Art Library she took us to see Mr Morin2367 head of 

the Baker Library. A pleasant man, interested in trying to paint! Who isn’t? 

 Who is interested in paintings? Few, very few! 

 We went on with our walk and a shower came up. We followed the dry walks under the 

trees around end of golf course and Occom pond. 

 

August 15, 1951 PM The Fiske Boyds came in to see us in the afternoon. 

 Miss Jones called at 4.30 and in her car “Orvelle” took us 3 miles north near the river 

where we got started on a land & water scape. 

 She came home and stayed to dinner at Helen’s invitation and spent the evening with us. 

We talked until nearly 12 midnight! Late for these days. 

 

August 16, 1951 Rested late in bed and relaxed preparatory for my visit to the Hospital. A 

breakfast but no lunch in prep for Dr. Mosenthals operation. 

 Well it turned out that he only wishes to make an examination. This he did with a big 

thunder storm outside. He tells us that the exam has to be repeated! and will fix the date later. 

 
2367 Richard W. Morin (1902-1988) Dartmouth alumnus, librarian, artist 
(https://ead.dartmouth.edu/html/ml70.html)  

https://ead.dartmouth.edu/html/ml70.html
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We had to get a taxi to take us the few minutes walk home to 2 Occom Ridge. I feel sort of 

disgusted. 

 We spent a quiet evening at home. Not a touch of work today. 

 

August 18, 1951 Worked on the panel started Wednesday on the little stream from the river a 

little north of here. 

 After lunch and a short rest we walked up to the golf course and down into a road north 

but as it was a cloudy day and we felt a few drops of rain we turned back and came home. It is 

very beautiful among the trees on the course and vistas there from and in the clearings northerly 

along the wood road. 

 A beautiful gray day when our little bedroom windows give a fairly good light. 

 A letter from Agatha Bell says they are back in Staten Island (their home) and that Lee 

Jackson and wife are buying a barn in Englewood N.J. to which they expect to move Oct 15 or 

there about. 

 

August 18, 1951 Painted on the panel of the fall brook or estuary of the river (or inlet hazy sky) 

 In the afternoon dressed up and Wests called in their car driving us a beautiful drive 

down to see Ilse Bishoffs2368 new studio. The place is beautifully situated in Vermont near 

 
2368 Ilse Bischoff (1901 or 1903-1990) illustrator, studied at the League 
(https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-ilse-bischoff-11896)  

https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/interviews/oral-history-interview-ilse-bischoff-11896
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Woodstock. Her house and studio are on a great area of country. The house where we were taken 

by Karen West is a 150 year old typical brick fine in proportions and in perfect condition within 

it is like a --- in a museum. Her paintings which I had hoped were good are not so sorry few have 

interest but most are dreary and labored and like the whole place not in good taste! (Do I know 

what that is?) The new studio is an awful idea given form. It is made with upright sideboarding 

like an old barn. It may be that the boards were taken from one. Inside the boards and beams are 

plastered in very expensively more of her pictures and about 50 friends are here. Cocktails etc 

served by a butler. A barn full of gabble. We met Sanford Ross2369 an artist living somewhere 

near friend of H’s cousin. He has a nice wife and once he studied with G. Luks in the old gallery 

of auctions 22 to 23 near Broadway where I took Luks class after his death. Ross tells me that 

Kent Crane and 2nd wife live near him also his mother who was at first Mrs. G.B. Luks divorced 

him after Kent was born. 

 

August 19, 1951 Helen walked down and got the Sunday Times. I worked on the river inlet hazy 

sky with slight break mackerel clouds. 

 

August 20, 1951 This morning early up and at 8.15 Helen walked with me to the Clinic of 

Hitchcock Hospital, very near us. There after a reasonable waiting I was hung by the hips on a 

“motor chair.” Dr Mosenthal then examined me. After it is over he tells H. that there must be 

 
2369 Sanford Ross (1907-1954) realist painter and printmaker of urban and rural subjects 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanford_Ross)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanford_Ross
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Xrays. A spot in the colon might be malign.2370 We walk home and have breakfast. Walk over to 

the Carpenter Art library returning some books. Nancy Jones is there on her job. I take home A 

Wall to Paint on by Ione Robinson a girl artist who knew so many people that I knew or could 

have known. 

 In the afternoon Helen and I walked north along the unseen river on Occom ridge until 

we reached the golf course at one place the Vermont shore and the river are in sight. We sat a 

while then walked back. 

 I am feeling a bit low as Dr Mosenthal says Im to have a colonic Xray exam tomorrow. 

 A long letter from Shuster expressing his love for me and telling of a motor trip he had 

lately part of it over the route he & I & Henri used years ago up Chama R Navaho Canyon, etc. 
 

2370 Dr. Mosenthal asked to see me & I knew from the look on his face that it was bad. “Are we in 
real trouble?” -” I’m afraid so.” He had looked “up” a few inches on Thurs. & found a tiny trickle 
of blood, almost sure sign of malignant tumor. Said he had taken a biopsy today & was so sure 
of diagnosis that he would have to take a deeper one if this were not positive. The position of 
the tumor is favorable for operation & he felt sure it was small & operable, but had to make 
further examination. I was to think over where operation should be done if it proves definite. 

 I asked Dr. M. about how bad the operation would be, length of convalescence etc. We 
would have to think over best place to have it. We decided not to tell Sloan yet. 

 On way home I told Sloan he might have to have an operation (if it proved unnecessary - 
all OK - if otherwise, it took edge off the shock a little). We were standing near Occom Pond. 
With no change of tone in voice, nor bravado, he said “I’ve had a lot of illness in my life and I 
don’t think I’ve ever complained about it. I like surgery & the one thing I mind is the interruption 
in my work.” 
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August 21, 1951 Showers  

Early this morning Helen and walked to the Hitchcock Clinic and I was put on the table 

for Xray examination and chest Xray photos. I took a long time as I had been “physicked” and 

starved for some hours. I was worn out. 

 When we got home I napped for 2 hours. The day is gray and rather depressing. 

 Later in the day Dr M. phoned Helen and told her that there is malignancy in the 

laboratory tests of my colon, and that an operation is necessary. She of course said that he should 

perform it. He will arrange for it at the Hospital.2371 

 This Mary Hitchcock Hospital has a very high standing and we are glad that the condition 

was discovered here: It must be a rather recent development. 

 We took a walk rather short rain threatening. 

 Herbert and Karin West came in for tea at about 5 oclock. He is a very high strung 

fellow, but as kind as he can be. Working on his new book on Voltaire & other rebels. 

 
2371 After Dr. Mosenthal phoned - definite C.A. Later we discussed whether to go back to NY & 
decided it might as well be here in the country - in a hospital where all the doctors work together 
as a group - & he could convalesce here - & be saved from too many visitors in NY. This was an 
important point, he felt. “I don’t want to fade out like an old light bulb.”  

 Dr. Mosenthal phoned.  

 “Helen, it’s Billy. Well, he has it all right.” 

 “I’ve told him and we have decided that we want you to do it. As soon as possible. Sloan 
likes you and we like the hospital & feel this is the best place for it to be for us.” 
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August 22, 1951 Chocorua 

 “Brud” (Dr H. Farr) and Ann and little boy “Chips” arrived by car from Chicarua NH this 

morning. Dr. Chas & Mrs are up there vacationing. Bruds vacation from Memorial Hosp. in N.Y. 

is just over. Helen had them stay to lunch. Brud walked over to the Hosp and met Dr. Mosenthal 

and had a talk with him. He says that my spot of cancer is on a very accessable part of the colon 

7 in. inside. The best chance for safe elimination. They left on way to N.Y. about 2 oclock. I 

napped for an hour. 

 Later Herbert West called and took us to cocktails where we met Paul Sample & wife. 

Afterward we went with Herb to the Samples and she got up a nice dinner. They have a “deep 

freeze” storage. “Out of the deep have I called unto thee====“. 

 We liked their house and two horses in the most comfortable stable. Sample is tall about 

55 and handsome. They have a sort of easy luxury not bought by paintings you can be sure. He is 

very likable but Im confident he dont work enough. The long living room --- dining table library 

open fireplace. Very happy & comfortable. 

 Herb W. drove us home by 10 oclock. 

 

August 23, 1951 Walked a bit with Helen. We stopped in to see Nancy Jones at the Art Library. 

Gave her an etching “Thirst for Art” which she liked. 

 M --- Herb West there and he wants to take me to the hospital this afternoon. 
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 Worked a little on the girl on bicycle in the “Red Silo” panel.2372 

 In the afternoon West in his care took us to Hospital. After being entered questioned etc 

found that I must have a double room set up. Two beds. They said I might get a room (private) 

later. 

 My room has two windows two beds and a grizzled rather weathered man who is I --- 

from liver, to be operated Saturday. His name Eastman from Claremont? N.H. His age 64. He 

seems older. He is suffering a good deal. It is new exp. for me to have company in hospital.2373 

 Helen came to visit in the evening. She is fine and level and loves me. 

 

August 24, 1951 Not confined to bed. Up and down as I wish. I have lots of reading. Helen 

provided and Nan Jones selected some beautiful color repro books of Italian Early painters. 

Reading some “Elia,” Chas Lamb2374 not for the first time. 

 
2372 Sloan worked in the morning & again after lunch while I went about housework etc trying to 
keep everything serene. When Herbert came he was still painting on the Red Silo. He came into 
the living room, looked at the Vermont cows, went back to “studio” & returned with a brush full of 
white paint & put a white triangle in the forehead of the cow in the foreground. “It always did look 
too much like a Vermont farmer!” 

 Deciding whether to take his cane for walking in the hospital, he left it, as tho’ 
superstitions, that if he assumed he would recover & convalesce, it would have been bad luck.  

 “Take good care of my cane, Helen.” It was the one he had made from a pine branch the 
first week in Hanover. (He made two, picked up branches by Occom Pond. I gave the other to 
Herbert later.) 

2373 Sloan liked Mr. Eastman, said he was like George Hamlin his old Maine friend. Mr. E. had 
never had surgical experience before, was alarmed. Sloan told him his philosophy of “drifting.” 
They had little subject matter in common, but human kindness & thoughtfulness & real 
sympathy. Both were sweet & honest men & respected one another for this. 
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 Helen sat with me an hour morning and afternoon. In the evening J.S. Dickey called and 

stayed a while. He wants us to live at his house after our tenure of 2 Occum Ridge apartment is 

over. 

 I took (partially) apart an old small travel clock and got it running discarding broken 

plastic parts of case. It runs only in a prone position, as is right for hospital. 

 In early eve. Dr. McKenna examined me very thoroughly. A nice -- large fellow. I liked 

him. 

 Later Herb F. West visited then Helen who had supper with the Dickey’s came in with 

John S. Dickey who sat talking while Helen stayed latter and then walked home. 

 

August 25, 1951 I found a screw from the clock in my bed this AM! 

 My neighbor taken to operation before 8 AM rolled back about 12 oclock. Oxygen tank 

afterward etc. 

 Helen visited me in the morning left when they rolled Mr. Eastman back into the 

room.2375 

 
2374 Charles Lamb (1775-1834) English essayist and poet. Essays of Elia was first published in 1823. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Lamb)  

2375 Sloan was in tears when I came in, frightfully upset over seeing Mr. Eastman “prepared”. 

 “He suffered so, I felt as though he were my own brother.” 

 The attendants had not thought to put up a screen, nor to let Sloan leave the room. It 
was one of the very few thoughtless things that happened. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Lamb
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 In the afternoon Dr. Gunderson/Gunnison2376 head of department of --- examined me 

again. I have a little thyroid condition Go---?! I suggested it might be that I had not enough 

Adams apple. (Thyroid more often in women ----? 

 Helen came in again in the afternoon also Dr. John Sloan Dickey and later Miss Nancy 

Jones (fetching a book on Chinese Art). Herbert West came next. He tells me that Robt Frost 

poet is here for a small operation and that he would like to see me. Maybe he will fetch him 

tomorrow. 

 At 5 oclock I got my private room But it may have drawbacks. It is a beautiful outside 

room in the Childrens section! I suppose I may be the first patient in a proposed Second 

Childhood Division of M.H. Hosp. 

 I had the best meal yet maybe thanks to the reports of the medical examination. 

 The childrens noises are not constant and mean.(not sure of this sentence) Youth and life. 

The snore of my roommate in No ?. was not helped by his operation. 

 I shouldnt fail to jot everything down as I have little else but reading to occupy me. 

 

August 26, 1951 Awake early in my pleasant room. Morning gray a short storm in the night. 

 
 I asked Dr. Gunderson to more Sloan, as it would upset him emotionally to be with mr. 
Eastman who was quite ill now. 

2376 Unknown. 
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 I am becoming less conscious of the nurses and crying of the neighboring children. I am 

becoming philosophic: While the light of old age flickers low in the --- The flowers of youth are 

brightly crackling. 

 Helen came about 10 AM. Later Herb West who is pleased that Im reading Ch. Lamb. 

 Dr. Gunderson came in with young Dr McKenna and a lady doctor J. Ordway who must 

be of an old Hanover family. We saw the name in the old cemetery. Gunderson is concerned 

about discovery of my hyper thyroid condition. I must have Metabolistic tests etc. 

 I was served a good dinner with roast beef? A rarity with us for seven years past. 

written lying down 

 At about 2.30 Helen came and not long after Mrs Karen West John S Dickey Paul 

Sample and wife, quite a reception! H. and I gave Sample some tips on frames & tempera. H. is 

the real craftsman. 

 About 6 oclock I was moved again down to my first location a private room this time. 

Hear that my “roommate” is not doing too well after his operation.  

 Helen with prof. Schultz of English dep Dartmouth came in the evening. I like him he 

talked of Balzac old friend o’mind. Handed me an essay -- Jos R. Taylor2377 who landscaped “on 

the side” prof Ohio ---- Thurber2378 who says he was a friend of Henri & helped G B to meet 

Henri. I know that H. told me of a batch of ----- copies of C. D Gibson brought by Bellows as 

specimens of his work! 
 

2377 Unclear. 

2378 Unknown. 
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August 27, 1951 Breakfast coffee and cider and water! Theyre paring me down! Dr. Gunderson 

(?) called looked in my eyes held my pulse. Said he had been called away to be back later in the 

week. He had a steady half whimsical look. Looks younger than he prob. is. He is the “top man” 

here. 

 The fine new building & addition are going up next to this old 1890 section. It looks 

inactive today. It may be that exterior work is done. 

 Helen visited 10.30. Letters kind hopeful wishes from Flo McCormack, who is 

convalescing herself. Amelia Eliz White very kind & “affectionate.” Mrs. W. Shuster Marie 

Williams (who says W. Shusters pict. was rejected in the Fiesta Annual Ex. This year for first 

time since opening 1913. They have had a juried ex! breaking with arrangement for open door 

introduced by Dr. Edg. Hewett at sugestion of Robt Henri). 

 Others who wrote: Lloyd Goodrich, Miss Irvin, Bako’s T. Jos Pollet and Joe Sal... 

Shuster says that Dr Travers says I could not have been hit by cancer in a more fortunate spot 

than the colon. Are I not the lucky fellow: Wrote To W Shuster Air mail expressing my objection 

to jury Ex  

Electro Cardigraf at 1.30 portable looked a bit like a radio set. Visitors in afternoon Kent 

Crane (son of Geo B. Luks and very like in face, taller, qentler, finer. Fiske Boyd all 3. Cecil 

Bell and Agatha. Herb West and Wm Hill friend of XJ Barile (in Pueblo?) Great talk etc. Very 

glad to see Kent C. Helen also. Kent says he & mother visited us at “Judson” 53 Wash. Sq. So. 

near 20 years ago. They had lived 10 years or so in China. How accidents are washed out of a 

failing memory! 
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 After my supper apple juice then beef consomme tea and gelatin Helen came at 7 and 

stayed until 8.30 or so. I read a short time. 

 

August 28, 1951 This morning without any trace of food until after I had been wheeled below 

and given the Metabolism test or process. Back in an hour and was served a small pot of tea a 

glass of apple juice and a glass of water! 

 Helen visited and H F West brought Robert Frost who had asked to meet me. His face 

was pretty well covered with plaster bandage he had a something removed. Could not talk much 

and left hailing me “Admiration brings me to see you.” Thats very nice and from a good poet 

too. 

 Helen came in again after 2 oclock. 

 Doctors various also look in.2379 Dr Mosenthal who is my surgeon for tomorrow also 

called. Bert Yeaton2380 once on the AS League Board of Control now in an architectural firm 

 
 2379 Final medical examination. Sloan’s room crowded with doctors. I was in the corridor waiting 
for verdict about the thyroid condition. They had been afraid the operation would have to be 
postponed. 

 Suddenly bursts of laughter from the room & they poured out, radiating good news. Dr. 
John Milne said he was a “good risk.”  

 The joke had been - asking Sloan if his shin was smooth. “Both of my wives have 
thought so.” 

 This was the final inquiry re thyroid symptoms - the metabolism had been OK & 
adenoma innocent. 

 Of the Doctor who took Gunderson’s place - Milne. Sloan said he first wondered if he 
were really OK, he dressed so well; & after the operation wanted to know “who got his cast off 
clothes.” 
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here, sent me a Yeats vol Irish Tales. Helen had dinner with Wests. He brought her here to see 

me. She looks beautiful as she is2381. Nurses prepare me inwardly for the morning. Helen said 

good night at 10 oclock. We share a bright hope! 

 
2380 Cannot find information. 

 2381I dressed up in a new muslim [sic] frock I had made this spring, with a gay rose. We walked 
the corridors arm in arm. One could feel the observers admiring our outward bravery. Jack 
hummed the wedding march, a thing he had never done before. I had to ask him to stop. It was 
the only moment he saw me begin to break down & then I was all right. We went back to his 
room. We stood to say good-night. I put my hands on his shoulders and said it was no different 
than the chance of meeting a taxi cab while crossing 57th Street. To say this kind of good bye 
as his friend was the utmost I could give my husband. Because we knew it was such a good bye 
if not now, later. I tried to let him go to the ordeal in peace of mind, unworried about me. If that 
kind of nervous serenity could help him through he had it in good measure. 

 For twenty-four years I had wanted to be this man’s friend, steadfast in whatever way he 
needed me. I would have given my life to give him life. I went without his companionship those 
many years without hungering, because it was right for him. “I don’t want to be a nuisance to 
you” I had said long ago, and always, and continued in this time to stand beside him. 

 He was the same earnest and sweet man who taught we 25 years ago. That day I felt I 
had come to a door as I looked in his eyes, and he had seemed to say “You may enter,” as tho’ 
it is possible. I had been there, in that man’s home, his wife. Now he stood in the door again and 
his eyes said “the door may close forever.” 

 He held my arms as we kissed once good night and I left before I cried. 

 He knew I would see him in the morning, the doctors had arranged this special favor. I 
had told them how upset he used to be by Dolly’s absence. 

 In my heart I had always felt, & more keenly now, that he would probably die in a 
hospital, having the best of medical care, with my presence a comfort to him. That all these 
things would not be enough. It could not be helped to think of the times he had pulled through 
graver emergencies, almost hysterical with anxiety about Dolly -- and lived. I could not help 
knowing that those years had taxed his deepest nervous energy - that it was avoiding a critical 
emergency which I had been doing my job on. And there was the plain perception: It will be my 
lot to endure his death when I stand up beside him instead of collapsing the way Dolly did. I 
didn’t know which time it would come, just knew it would be like that. There is some bitterness to 
this thought, more than I would ever care to recognize. 

 I did not know how hard it would be to endure the endless death. 
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 I suppose it will be a few days before I can do any jotting here. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


